Dear Les, 5/11/83

4s of day after tororrow I an eligibl: forfet least a pair of contempt
wlitations in my FOIA aiit fo - the Dallas and New Orleans FBI field office JFK
assassinatkon records, a fivewyear old case in which the FBL has yet to muke the
initial searches required %o coumply woth nmy requestse. Par for them and me,

Once again the F3I and DU are trying to bewrite the Act through me and
ny presumed unpopularity and that of the subjectfmatter. This time it is
discovery against me, ouirageous in conacpt and formulation and directly opposed to
the Acte But they have & rubber-gtump Judge and he's rubberwstanmpinge

The FRI hasn't even bothered to file an affidavit claiming they need discovery.
4side from the legal considerations, my sohrn allegations that a) they have no such
need, (b) even if they did, I'd already done all I can do volupatrily in msny
lengthy and detailed affidavits and abou: iuwo file drsvers of apueals, and (cgds
a provigion of the Rules, what they demand is extraordinarily burdensome, and
not even quegiioned in the case record.

Jin is, as usual, overworked and intiridated. He wanted me to comply and I
fefused because in complying with an Order of the Court I become part of a precedent
vwbich at the least turna the Act around and can be used forever to frustrate
Tequesters and moke litigation impossibly expensive for many. (In my case ktmx
the Judge has assessed almost 8700 in FBE legnl fees against me, or two months'
Social Security checks, ny only regular incoue.)

As I understand i%, sYathough the sYefestarting judge can act on his own,
normallit thore must bo a mdtion that I be held in contempte That requires a hearing,
If I lose I can tske that one issue up on appeals I'11l bd broadening it if there is
a heaying because in thi: case a total of 10 swormn FIX gtatements have been filed
on various issues pertaining to searches, nothing on discovery, etce., and I've
proven then all to be falsely sworne I asked that perjury, normally a felony,
be expunzed. The judge smerely ruled against me, with no hearing anc 20 finding of
facte

I've lopt Ueorge Lardner and Modrick “udth inforced bwt I've no reasen to
believe that tholr deck attitudes will chanavce

You've never seen such a documented case of deliberate offilcisl perjury,
which ig extemsive and has cost the governmont money, but, as usual, that romeins
entirely ignered. Br 4he resgeand by the so=callsd puiblic interast groupm.

I'n not able to pet to Washington «nd ppeak to people now and 1'm not as able
to fight the FOIA's battles as I vas when the investigatory files evempiion wos
amended over me and the recordx I'A made. And of course I'd rather not have to
fight contenpt cifations, especially if I an represented by a timid lawyer. I
think if this happens zand vim docsn't arrange for othex, as I've asked, 1'll
represent myselfo. (He really has been too busy and he has o face endless
emergencics because he can't got caught up.)

Id worst comes, g story from my dim 0SS pnst. 4n editor whose IC correspondent
I had been was my imnediate superdor, a sergeant who'd never had baslc treining,
true of many 0SS desk stldiems. He (and othors, one at a tine) were sent to near
Quantico for basic and it just shppened I had an as t at another 0SS secret
installation near there and a chauffeur and 0SS car. (I was a prdvate, my driver a
1ste Lt.) Just befors loaving I wen® 'to p fancy French bakery then on NW Penha. Ave,
that “41 and I patronized often and I %233 then a hacksaw blade and asked then to
bake it in a cake, We had aquite a party, but wouldn't you know it, my (civilien)
photographer had left his equimment at our quarters, so no pix.

Best to you all,

-



