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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, et al.,

Defendants.
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Washington, D. C.
Monday, March 28, 1977

o Deposition of LYNDAL L. SHANEYFELT, takenr on behalf
of the plaintiff in the above-entitled actiom at 910 16th
Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., purswant to notice,
beginning at 10:25 a.m., before Sandra S. Morgan, a notary
public in and for the District of Columbia.,

Apr’zamncxs:

For the plaintiff: For the defeadants:
JAMES H. LESAR, Esq. MICHAZL J. RYAN, Esq.
910 16th Street, NW Assistant U. S. Attorney

Washington, D. C. Room 3421
o U. S. Courthouse
Washington, B. C.

ALSO PRESENT:

MARION M., JOHRSOR
TRODY PETERSON
National Archives
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PROCEEDINGS
MR. LESAR: On the record.
| Since Mr. Moschella has just arrived and we were
not on the reqord before, I will repeat just a few queatiéﬁé
T am asking Mr. Johnson about compliance with the subpoena
which was issued and served on Dr. Rhoades last week.
What materials did you bring in response to that
subpoena and what materials did you not bring? *

MR. JOHNSON: I brought the curbing from Dallas

~ and the Commission Exhibit 399, the bullet, and gomne special

S el

photographs of President Kexmedy's clothing that we took ‘
at Mrv Weisberg's request to show him instead of the clotﬁing
and in a.ccordance with Mr. Weisberg's. requests of therrecord
relating ‘to- the quéstion of the unknd:!:ing of the President's
tie. |

MR. LESAR: The correspondence you have provided.
today, does ghat consist of all the records relating to the
unkniotting of the President's. tie?

MR. JOHNSON: There is none.

MR. LESAR: There was no correspondence made relevant

to any investigation of the unknotting of the tie?

MR. JOHNSON: No.

MR. LESAR: The photographs of the President's
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clothing which you took -- which the Archives took ——
for Mr. Weisberg to shour him, are there any restrictions
being placed on those photographs?

MR. JOHNSON: Yes.

They are not to be introduced as exhibits.

They can be shown.

- They were taken for the specific purpose of showing:

- to researche:s, and we don't furnish copies of them.

e

We ha.ve already responded to a Freedom of Ihfom—'_'

tion request on this question.

LIR. I.BSAR- What differance is there between these "jl

photographs which you have taken for ‘Mr. Weisberg which you

will not allow to be introduced into evidence and aother
photographs of the President’'s clothing which are readily
;vailabie?’ ' ‘ o | |

| MR. JOHNSON: Those are published or part of the
record of the Warren Commission. |

'fhes& we took ourselves for the specific purpose
of showing to researchers. |
- MR. LESAR: ._.'rheAphotoqraphvs. you have taken show thé

tie has been unknotted, do t:heyrnot‘?

~ MR. JOHNSON: Yes.

MR. LESAR: Does any published photograph show

7
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- President's tie; is that correct?

|
i

i

that the tie bas been unknotted?
MR, JOHNSON: No.
MR. LESAR: Are the photograéﬁs you havé of éze&ter
clarfty than the ones published?

MR. JOHNSON: I have no knowledge.

MR. LESAR: You have declined to produce the 7 '

' MR. JOHNSON: Yes.

- MR. LESAR: On what grounds?

‘MR. JOBNSON' The General Cbunsel's Office has
acted. on that, and I assume they have pzesented the: legal
reason for that. You can find that in the record.
Whereupon, -

LYNDAL L. SEANEYFELT ,
was called as a witness and , having first been duly svorn,

was examined and testitied as follows;

BXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE PLAINTIFF

~BY MR. LESAR:
g = mld like you first, as a preliminary mcfet
to state your backg'round bow long you worked wzth the FBI, |
vhat you did in your capacity as an FBI agent, and what you
did with respect to th§ inveatigagion into President Kennedy's

assassination.
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FENEISC SPRDEERITE UL TSt S O SISSRED.

A I started with the FBI in 1940 as a photographer,
worked in the laboratories, from 1940 to 1948.

In>1948, I was assigned to the FBI laboratory
documents éection. spe?:iaiized photography of evidence, =
infrared, various specialized types of evidentiary photog'raphy

T received my BCS degree :Ln 1951, and went back as
a special agent; and afﬁer training school, I was assigﬁed.'
to Déérﬁit: as an investiqatcr.ﬁ 7

In 1952, I was reassignéd to the FBY laborat.ory )
as a documents examiner trainee and for three years.trained.t |
to become a documents examiner. ", uomess v, S

In 1955 until 1975, I was a documents ea:a.mine: -
and a photographic specialist with the FBT laboratory. I 5

did examinations of handwriting, typewziting, all types of

:elated document examinations with a specialty in photo-

graphic applications to document problems, erasures, altera-
tions, obliterations, specialized types of work. .
I handled, :Ln additidn. photagraphic comparison
when they had such exan:h_:ations to be made because of my
experience in photography.

I should probably bacict::ack to state, prior to

cominq to the FBI I was a newspaper photographer in Nebraska

and did portrait, commercial and news photography.

Ve~
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Because of my background in photography, I did
photographic examinations.

I have testified in all types of courts on both
photographic and document cases. 4

That's basically my experience and b&ckqmund;

In June of 1975, I retired from the FBI and am
now in private practice in Alexandria, Virginia, as a' = ™ - )
documents examiner and photogr‘aphicl specialist.

g0 I believe I read you did some work in connection
with Howaxd Hughes.
& - . Yes. | »

'I hava examined Howard Hughes' will referred to
as the Mormon will on behalf of the Suma __cbrporation.

My work in the FBI laboratory relative to the
investigation of the assassination of President John P.
Kennedy covered the examination of the Zapruder f£ilm,
assisted the Commission in the ménactment that took place
down in Dallas, made an examination of Oswald's shirt he
was wearing at the time he was arrested, examinations of the

photographs of Oswald with the rifle and newspapers which

. appeared on the front of Life Magazine, including an examin-

ation of the Life Magazine cover and the original picture

from which that cover was made.
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Q@ This was the photograph --—
L 6:8 Oswald holding the rifle and the two news-

papers.

I made. examinations of the camera that was used

to take that pictu:e and the neqative of a similar picture..;n;-
Q If I may interrupt, when you made examination -
of these items, did you make any :eparts on them?
b Yes. ' |

In all instances the results were reported to the

. Warren COmissien. and. in many instances, I worked with

the Warren Ccmission. ‘
o pid yoﬁ report cii:ectly to the Warren comtlasion? :
.B. No. . |
These were FBI laboratory reports furnished to the
Commission.. |
¢ Who would you have furnished your reports to? .
A ‘By repo:ta were prepared and sent through the
normal channels, my section chie:.v
0 VWho was your section chief?
A At that time, it would have been -- I'm not real
sure -— documents se;tion.

It could ha.ve been Gus Boules, or Bill Griffith.

)

' T am not sure what the year of their transition is.

CAE
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In addition to those examinations -— there may
have been others -— I made several examinations. 7

fhe record shows all the testimny T gave before . -
the Comnission. I testified before them or gave depoaitions
relative to all the studies I made. ‘

The other item that I worked> on was the piece
of cu:binq that was described as having a mark th.at looked .
like it had been hit by a bullet: and I was sent to Dallas-
to find that spot, and if I found it, to retriave it.

I did it using photographs ohtained from various

newspaper sources, pictures rade as a result of :Lndividua.ls

that wera at that location on that date. Based om tha.t, .' '
soma ot the newapaper plmtographers made photographs; and-, -

hased om thoae photog:aphs, I was: able ho locate the spot-.

' on. the curb and armge to have it remved

I personally carried it back to the PBI labor;t-o:.f':.’
for examination. | . ' ,
¢ You have been referring .ta a wmark on the curbstone.
Could you describe that mark? -
AL Yes. | |
‘It was desc:ibed to me as being a mark whetre. somone
saw & btri]:et had hit» and it was along the curbing neax the

Commercial Street side of the underpasse - -
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in that area.

10

0 On the south side of —
A My directions are —

" Across Dealey Plaza from the Texas School Book ‘
Depository, across the street from the building where Mr.
Zapruder was sta.'nginq. | - |

birection-wise, I don't know the directionm:
g How far from the underpass was it?
-& - I don't recall.
The record, I am stire, shows that. | . v, *
" It seems to me it was somewhere around 25, 50—;-‘feét;'. AR
Q. Whenyou <Ioc.ated t:he curbstone, what didthe tnark .
appear lﬁm to you? |

). 4 Itvasvei:ydim, indistinct; but it was a fan -

sh&pe with the point of the fan generally in the direction

of the area across the street, Texas Schoolbock Depository,

- and the area where the assassination occurred; fanned out

as anything wéuld that hit and splashed; had that fan—-like
aépearanee». B o

It:isi:yzecollection itmuybeaninchtoa:i |
inch and one-quarter 'long' and maybe three-eighths to a
half inch wide. |

It was a long time ago..
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¢ I understand that.
Was it obvious to you from the texture of it that
something had been chj.pped off there at that point?
A  Thera was no chippi.ng whatsoever.
m:ema.smearonthecurb, what I would call
a smear, fan-shaped smear.
Q0 Did you feel the curbstone?
ES No, T did not touch it in any way.
S Did you observe it under a microscope?

A. I may have at a later date back at the laboratozy-

" Not at that date. -

L . : ." ] -..
I felt sure that I had the section of curb that was

in — rbem deseribed based& on ‘the photographs.

1 'rha- photographs of Mr. Dillard? .

A Mr. Dmard's. .photograph- and relating to the otherx
objects, I was reasonably sure that I had located the right
spot.

- I found no other spots that could be i_nterprete&
as being a place where a bullet had hit.

Q@ I would like to have you step over here and take a
look at this-"cixrhstone~ behind me. ‘

 Is this the curbstone that you located?

) Yas.

7%/




0 Can you find the mark on the curbstone? -
A Here. is my initials.
I d&t&ﬁ ii‘. 3/5/64.

'rhe mark is in the center, along the rmmded edge. '

Qe ‘ Can z!m,teel that curbstone --
My. Johnston, can he place his hand over it?
MR. &omsm: No objection.

BY MR. LESAR: "

03 awdoaitfeal? R

& ?eeIs likxe cement.
. The same as the rest of the concrete blﬁcﬁ? ) -
“ S T & I have no sensation of anyth.tng unusaal. o3
| | Doesit feel more smooth than the rest of the
concrete block? .
A I am not in a position to make such an examination '
of this today. ' fouTsn
Iﬂyoumtmczaninationmda I will be glad
to make an mnination- . _ ' ‘
_ that was not part of the examination. I was only
sent to obtain the stone and left the émination to the
ballistics a:perts who made those examinations.
Q Dees it appeartobeinthe-sanecanditionaswhen

you located it?
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A As near as I can recall.

This has been some time ago.

MR. LESAR: T want to show you a copy of an FBI

laboratory wo:l: aheet, and I would like :Lt ua.rked as an -
uhibit. '

{The document referred to m'

R

marked Shaneyfelt Exhibit

No. 1 for identification.)

BY MR. LESAR: ‘ ‘

' -& Cm:ld you just read briafly what that. Iaboraéor;
wozk sheet says?

‘A "Mark on curb is 23 feet 4 inches from Triple _':

nnderpaas- A direct shot from 's.txth £loor window TSBD .

vo\ﬂ.d cross over little president in center of Blm St:eet |

at about 18 feet elevation and at Zaprudar frame 410, 97

frames after 313 or 5.3 seconds at 18.3 frames per second’.'_

g That's snffiéiant.
Is that in your handwriting?

A Yes.

a Tas that the result of that microscopic examination

you made?
A No.

a This is not.
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Is it your recollection that you did prepare a
report on your microscopic examination?
& I made-no microscopic e:émina_tion, nol
0 Did anyone else that you know of?
L Yes.
_I' am sure they did.
I turned the stone over to the people in the.
spectrographic sectionr, who made those examinations.
@ You would expect, then ——
muld.the spectrographic people have alsn made ths 1
microscopic examination? | |
| A I balieve that's r:lght..
p nay have looked at it through a microscope at
some time, but merely relative to making some additic#al
photographs or assisting the spectrographic people.

MR. LESAR I have another ekhibit here I womld

l1ike marked. _
(The document refexred towas
marked Shaneyfelt Exhibit
No. 2 for idemtification.)
BY MR LESAR:
@ This is marked Shaneyfelt Exhibit 2.

Could you state whether or not that reflects the
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results of any microscopic examination?
A This is not my worksheet, but the terminology Mt@
that it was spectrographically examined, not microscopic. ..

Q .All :ight.‘

WC‘ vere speaking earliexr of the reports you nade
and you said they were submitted ¢o your section ch.ief.
Do yon xecall what reports you saw relative b:: th&
assassination of the President?
A mt :aports I saw? |
¥ ‘ might, >
; Rest:icting it to this cm:b?

Por'the moment, wWe vill restrict it to that'.r,;'y_es

P e P o®

’rheonlrreport.touyraeollection mmyxepo

this Shaneyfelt Exhibit 1 and also included the spect:ographic
analysis which is shown on Exhibit No. 2 was included ks tha:
report. '

: :?ﬁgt."a the only report om tha curbing that I luww
of. T | ' | f.

(x Would copies of your reports have been sent bo ths

A I don't knmr that.

It seems logical, but I don't know.

735







