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HAROLD J. WEISBERG, 

  

Plaintiff, 

v . Civil Action Ho. 226-75 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, et al., 

Defendants. 
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Washington, D. C. 
Monday, March 28, 1977?     

  

  

  
io u Deposition of JOHN F, GALLAGHER, taken on behalf __- 
A : of the plaintiff in the above-entitled action at 910 16th 

i Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., pursuant to notice,. i 

; beginning at 11:32 a.m., before Sandra S. Morgan, a notary ie 

i public in and for the District of Columbia. 

Lo | APPEARANCES: 

For the plaintiff: For the defendants: 
1 

~ || JAMES H. LESAR, Esq. MICHAEL J. RYAN, Esq. 
910 16th Street, NW Assistant U. S. Attorney 

' Washington, D. C. Room 3421 p) kw ot 

i U. S. Courthouse _ oO ale 

|: _ Washington, D. C. 2 

ALSO PRESENT: 

ce . ' MARION M. JOHNSOM 
{ . PRUDY PETERSON 

. National Archives 
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I 

Whereupon, 

JOHN PF, GALLAGHER 

was examined and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE PLAINTIFF 

BY MR. LESAR: 

Q 

FBI, how long you were employed, when you retired, and what 

your areas of expertise were when you were with the FBI? 

A. 

in 1946, 

primarily 

rp 
Pp 

FP 
P 

PF 
> 

2 

Would you begin by stating your experience with the 

I joined the FBI after I got out of the service 

From 1946 to 1875 I was employed by the FBI, 

in the laboratory as a special agent. 

Pardon me. 

You resigned in 1975? 

Yes. 

When? 

January. 

And what areas were you qualified in as an expert?” |" 

I was qualified in the areas of instrument analysis: 

Wnat instruments? 

Well, the spectrophotometer, the spectrograph, the 

oY 

was called as a witness and, having first been duly sworn, © .|* 

  

 



X-ray defraction, spectrometer, the neutron activation 

    

( analysis and spark :source mass spectrography. 

: Q Were you also trained in ballistics? 

A No. 

af a ‘Did you perform microscopic ——e of: items 

" of evidence? 

| A, Yes, about every piece of evidence that comes into 

our, unit = 

oe Q Could you speak up a little? 

A About every peice of evidence that came into our 

section was at first subjected to mecroscopic examination, 

   

  

    
oP _ “ fhat's not universally true, but generally. 

a What section of the PBI were you assigned to in 

1973? : | 

_&  . The spectrographic unit. 

| Q | Who was your immediate mupexvimix?:: a“ 

n Special Agent Roy Jevons. | 

ie What would have been the relationship between yon 

and Mr. Robert Frazier? | ea 

A, He was a special agent examiner in the fire. arms = 

¢ unit of physics and chemistry section. : 

Q Fine. 

( I am going to try and accommodate Mr. Johnson and   
SES “HOOVER REPORTING CO, INC. 

320 Massaccusetts Avenue, N.C. 1 

Wasnington. 5° 20002 
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direct to you some questions that will enable us to dispose 

of some of the items of evidence that he has brought. hére.._ 
velar el ig 

from the National Archives. 

I would Like to know whether or not you made any 

examination of a curbstone removed from Dealey Plaza’ ‘which’ 

was alleged to have been struck by a bullet. 

A I have no recollection of doing that examination. 

Qa You made no microscopic examination of it? 

Bh I don't think I examined any curbstone from some 

plaza that you mentioned. 

-Q@ £Dealey Plaza. 

A I don't think I examined the curbstone. - 

a Could I ask you to step over here and take a look ~ 

at this curbstone? 

Did you ever see this curbstone before? _ 

A. I don't pera seeing that curbstone. 

Q Do you notice anything on that curbstone oleae 

   
   

would appear to you to be made by a bullet or Eragitant. “Of 

bullet? 

A I could not make a judgment like that just’ looking: |. 

at it. 

Q What would you have to do? 

      

    

  
| 
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A I would have to thoroughly examine it, microscopical] 

SHE



and instrumental analysis.     0 Fine. : / ~ noon 

Do you know whether or not any laseeemental 

analysis was made of that curbstone? Fh 

A I do not know that of my own knowledge. 

0 You made no spectrographic analysis of that? 

A No. | 

Q Did you ever see any spevtwograshhe —= ayant of 

spectrographic analysis made of that curbstone? , . { 

A I did not. 

Q ° Do you know whether or not that curbstone was 

C ever subjected to the neutron activation analysis? 

A I am sure it wasn't. 

Q Did you conduct the neutron activation analyses? 

“a ves, I aid. 7 . 

-@ All of them? 

A. I don’t understand what you mean - all of them, 

Q@ ° All of those items which were examined by neutron” 

  

      

activation analysis with respect to the assassination. of 
> 

President Kennedy. 
2 ree 

- A As far as I know I did, with the help, of course,. -     
of Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

Q I want to pass you an exhibit which we have 

, | 
5S 7 | | 
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identified for the purposes of these depositions as 

Shaneyfelt Exhibit No. 2 and ask you whether or not you: te 

have ever seen that before? 

A I don't recall seeing this. 

- Q Do you recognize the handwriting on it? wus 

A I am not a hanéwriting.expert. : 

Q Could it have been done by Mr. Heilman? 

A It could have been. 

9 Who else was working there at the time? 

A Special Agent Pred Edwards and Special Agent 

Heilman ana myself and Special Agent Heidberger. 

- Q Were you all co-equals or was any one of you 

senior to the other or in a superior position of rank? 

A We were all special agents, FBI; and we were 

assigned to the laboratory. 

Q Customarily if one of you prepared a renere on a 

¥ 

spectrographic examination made, would it have been - 

circulated among the other members -- let's deal with thes)" 

case of the assassination of President Kennedy. 

A Customarily it wouldn’t. 

Now, whether it was on occasion or not, I don't . 

recall. 

Q With respect to the assassination of President 

EES 
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tie? 

Kennedy in particular? 

A I am sure it wasn't on all occasions. CT ey 

Zam sure there are occasions when we were all ; 

around. . — 

It wouldn't be circulated for initials or anything ‘|: 

like that. 

Qa Did you have occasion to examine the President's   A I saw the President's clothing, but I do — 

think I examined it. 

. That's my recollection now; I don't think I 

examined it. . 

& De you recall whether or aot you — any 

spectrographic analysis o£ the items of the President's 

clothing? : 

Ok I do not recall at this time. 

I do not recall. 

2 Mr. Johnson, do you have those photographs. again? . | 24 

Excuse me. 

Mr. Gallagher, I wanted to direct one more question 

to you with resnect to the curbstone. 

If you would step over to it again, I would like 

you to indicate to me if you see any place on that curbstone 

CEP 
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| from which a spectrographic sample could have been taken. 

C A It would be impossible for me, just Looking: at. by. 

to. ‘tell you that. 

  

Q I direct your attention to ‘this area , hare which has fa! 
   

been testified to by Mr. Shaneyfelt as the mark referred to ca 

an reports, subjected to examination to determine whethex or   
not a bullet had struck it. 

Do you see any place in that area where a 

_ spectrographic sample was removed? 

A. I see places where it is possible. 

. Q Could you point them out to me? 

oS A Along the bottom. , . . . _ 

Q The bottom edge of that mark? 

A Yes. 

Q Thank you. That's Bets 

Now, Mr. Johnson has two photogzaphs of a tie. 

The first one that I will asic him to. —— you is a 

view of the tie taken from the front side of the tie. a 

Can you see a nick on that tie? 

  

A Yes, I do. 

( Q What is the location of the nick?     A About halfway up on the photograph. 

Q With respect to the margins of the tie, sides of 

7 £0 
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. President? 

been. removed for spectrographic analysis? > 

"graph. 

. photograph? 

. 10 

the tie, is it in the center, sides, which side? 

A As I am looking at the tie here, it's a littie. to 

the left, about halfway up. 

0 On the right side of the tie as worn by the... 

ok It would be on the right side as worn by the 

President, yes.   Q Is there a sample -- an area where a sample has 

A. I can't make a judgment on that from the photo= 

9, You do not recall removing a sample for spectro- 

graphic analysis? 

A. I do not recall removing a sample. - | 

Qa Mr. Johnson, would you show: him the second tie 

This is the side taken from the back. 

    

Rage 2 Fog bela 

Do you see any nick present on that view of. the. : 

back side of the tie? 

A There is none that's apparent to the naked eye. |. 

Q. Fine,   
Mr. Johnson, you have some photographs there of 

t collar, I believe. 

27/ 

the President's shir 
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You have another one, I think, that shows the tears. 

Yes. ee 

   Would you show him that. 

Would you describe that photograph? What does it 

say on the back of back of the photograph? 

A The photograph bears the label, Collar of Shirt | 

from -- 

MR. JOBNSON : From back to front. 

THE WITNESS: Of Shixt from back to front...” 

BY MR. LESAR: ee, 

Q ° Do you see any holes or tears in the collar area. 

A Yes, I. do. 

a Do those holes overlap? 

If you button that shirt collar, would the holes 

“everlap? 

Orient yourself with respect to the stripe on the 

shirt; does it appear that one hole or tear is higher on the 

  

shirt than another? 

   
A I woukdan’t want to make a judgment on that. : 

a& Do you see any area there where a spectrographic:. 

sample was taken for analysis? 

a I cannot make that judgment. 

q) Do you remember making any spectrographic analysis 

SIR  
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of the President's shirt collar? 

( A I do not recall making an examination. ore Pe ke 

‘MR. LESAR: Mr. Johnson, did you bring — ; 

MR, JOHNSON: Yes, I did. 25 

BY MR. LESAR: 

ar Did you have asmanion to examine that bullet witch 

is CE-399? 

on I believe I did. | : . | 

4 What sort of examination did you make of it? : 

OR I examined the lead in this particular bullet. : 

oe Q- “You examined the lead only? | | 

as A so: believe so. 

Q Do: you see an area there where a sample was taken 

for spectrographic analysis? | 

7 A Well, on the bottom here there. is an indentation | 

whieh could indicate the area where a sample ee ! 

Q Is there any place else on that missile from which 

it appears a spectrographic sample may have been taken? 20 

A It's very difficult for me to make a judgment. 

whether it was taken from this place or not or whether 4 waa[ 

( | in there from other events. 

Q Do you recall whether or not any spectrographic 

kd analysis was done on the jacket of the bullet? ! 

i 

HOOVER-REPORTING CO, INC. SE 72 
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A 

Q 

examination of the jacket? 

A 

P
P
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tion. 

Q. 

the. history.that the Warren Commission attributed to that: 

bullet? 

A. 

- pullet. 

_ pullet. 

Q 

inflicted 

A 

13 

I don't recall. 

Wouldn't you customarily make a spectorgraphic "hs 

You mean routinely? 

Yes, 

No. 

Under what circumstances would you do it? 

I£ we thought it would contribute to the investiga=-   
Are you familiar with the history of that bullet or 

If my recollection is correct, this is the pristine ' 

Sometimes referred to as the virtually pristine 

That's my only recollection of that. 

I think it was found near the body of the Pewtaints 

Do you recall what wounds it is alleged to have~ 

upon the President? 

No.   
Are you familiar with the autopsy panel report? a 

No, I am not. 

204 
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Q You are not familiar with that. 

-¢ At the time that you -- = 

You did conduct some examinations on that bullet,. 

    

did you not? 

A It is my recollection that I did. 

9 What were those examinations? 

A I think I conducted spectrographic and neutron 

activation analysis of some of the fragments. 

Q At the time that you did that, what reports did 

you have available to you? 

Do you rece any reports that you had wvaildblie ea) 

Ras! to you at that time?   A I ha@ a laboratory work sheet which listed the 

specimens and gave them a number that would be carried in 

the FBI laboratory to identify that. 

Q I will just ask a few more questions. about. these 

exhibits and then we can break for lunch, 

Mr. Johnson, I believe you have a picture of the <i} 

    

enlargement of the collar area and the back of the shirt:, 

Mr. Gallagher can read what the back of that 

( photograph says.   A. Inside of back of shirt.     C3 Qa All right. 

PO 8K 
HDOYER-REPORTING CO. INC. 

320 Massachusé::s Avenue, NE. 

Washington, 9.7 22902 
rman >
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Is there a hole in that photograph of that shirt? 

“¢ A ‘here is a hole. 2 OT EASA | 

a Does it appear that spectrographic samples have    been removed from that? 

A I have no way of telling. 

“4 Does it appear that there is any pllaze- on that 

hole where the material has been cut rather than damaged by 

a bullet? | . 

kh I can't make a judgment like that from a photo- 

-graph. | 

' Q ° What did you analyze? i 

my A What dia I analyze? ea” 7 

A, Specifically and by means of the neutron activation 

analysis? “ ne SS | 

A Paraffin lifts which were taken from Oswald's 

cheek and. hands. I analyzed those lifts for primary residue.. 

I analyzed fragments of lead. 

  

    
Q With respect to this shirt? 2 Ee 

A I don’t recall analyzing any fragments of lead « 

from that shirt because, actually, I don’t know whether there |:     ( were fragments of lead on that shirt or not. . 
. ~ 

Q Do you recall analyzing that shirt to determine 4 

ee, whether or not there were traces of copper on it?   HOOVER REPORTING CO, INC. 
320 Massachusetts Aveawe. N.C. 

Washington. 0.0. 25502 
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shirt had you wished to do that? . 

A That's a supposition that’s not true. : 

Q What? 

A. . Phat I took. samples from that shirt. 

OQ You are stating you aga not? 

k I have no recollection of it, and I think I would 

“have i€ I aid. 

_ sample from? 

.microscopic examination. 

that to be a bullet hole. - me     

16 

A I do not recall analyzing that shirt. 

al Qo Where would you have taken the sample from that 

     

Q Where would you get the sample, if you conducted 

thé .spectrographic analysis of it,. where would you get the. 

B. That would be determined subsequent to my .- 

Q You would make a report of your microscopic - 

examination? 

A I would make a report on whether or not E had deemed 

  

   
I would put in there that I saw, probably, fragments 

of lead or I didn't, the conclusions I did or did not find =|. 

material that could be associated with the bullet.   
! 
1 

Q Did you conduct any X-ray examination of the 

places on the President's clothing where bullets were alleged | 

507 | 
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to have struck? 

A I don't recall making any. — oe Bue 

Q Would such an X-ray examination have possibly 

revealed anything helpful? 

A I would only make a judgment of that particular © 

type after I had made an examination. 

Q You did make an examination, did you not? 

A O£ this shirt? | 

Qa Yes. 

A I don't recall making an examination of that 

shirt. a 3 

0 Mr. Johnson, would you show him the photograph of 

the collar? 

A I have a photograph here bearing the number 5 on 

the back. 

Q What is the photograph of? 

A The photograph is of a stained, striped shirt:..- 

collar area and a tie. 

Q Do there appear to be tears in the shirt collar?*: 

A There could be a tear in the shirt collar. 

Q Just one? 

B Below the button. 

Q Below the button. 

G76 
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