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| ADMINISTRATION 

.the above-entitled action, pursuant to Notice of Taking 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

HAROLD WEISBERG, 

st mera POP be 

  

Plaintiff, 

Sag’ 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

  

~~ and CA #75-226 

U. S. ENERGY RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT * 
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Thursday ,- 

Pebruary 24, 1977 

Deposition of ROBERT A. FRAZIER, a witness 

herein, called for examination by Counsel for Plaintiff in 

Deposition, and having first been duly sworn by JANET MOORE, 

a Notary Public in. and for the ee of Columbia, commenc- 

ing at 1:15 PM on Thursday, February 24, 1977, in the offices 

of BEN LE SAR, 910 16th Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., 

the testimony being taken down by Stenomask by WILLIAM H. 

DILLINGHAM III and thereafter transcribed by him. 
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‘delayed, was examined ‘by ronment of counwet = “and ‘testified: 

    

PROCEEDINGS 

Whereupon, 

es FRAZIER 

was called ag a witness and, the Notary Ruplie having been 

as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. LE SAR::. 

    

Q Would you state. your name, please? 

. A . ° Robert Ae Frazier. 

Qs and in 1963, when President Kennedy was s ageassin- 

ated, what was your position? 

A Special Anent,.: Federal Bureau of. Investigation, ~ - 

assigned to the PBI Laboratory in Washington, BD. Ce. 

Q _ Which section of the FBI Laboratory? 

A Firearms and Toolmarks Section. 

Q And what areas are you qualified as an expert ind 

A Pirearms sxasination, Sees examination, gun- 

powder, glass fractures examinations, wood identification, 

possibly some others; I don't know whether they hae a separ=- 

ate expertise name or not. 

Q Does this include spectrographic and neutron- 

activation analysis?   he 
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“consists of little more than his name. 

Whereupon, 

A No, sir, it does not. 

MR. LE SAR: Excuse me; I believe the Notary 

Public has arrived, and will swear Mr. Frazier in now, and 

swear him as to the testimony which he has just. given, which 

*, 

ROBERT A.FRAZIER E e
ae
 

# 

5 

‘ was duly sworn, as to the veracity of the testimony given by | 

him preceding the administering of this oath, and as to all |) 

testimony hereafter, by JANET MOORE, a Notary Public in and 

for the District of Columbia, whereupon his examination and 

testimony were resumed, as follows: 
ey 

BY MR. LE SAR: (Resuming) 

Q IY understand that you are no ponger employed by | 

the PBI. Is. that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q As of what. date did you resign? 

A April 15, 1975. ‘ 

Q. I would like to begin by having you describe the | 

kind of tests that you would normally perform. in a case involy 

ing death by a gunshot. wound. 

A There are a great variety of tests that: you could 

make.. 
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Q could you specify some of them? 

A Fests to determine the distance between the muzzle 

of the weapon and the victim, either by shot pattern tests or 

gunpower tests. 

a Bxamination of any projectiles that “might be 

involved, as to identity and type of ammunition used and 

whether or not they had been fired from any particular weapon 

Q That includes physical examination of the bullet.|"” 

and. anything alleged: to have been struck by the bullet? 

A No, six, it does not. 

We don’t ‘generally ‘examine bodies, for: instance. oO 

-Q@ Clothing, for example? Would yen ordinarily makes. 

physical examination of clothing? 

A % Not unless ints requested. 

Q Who ordinarily would request that you perform an 

examination? 

A ‘The investigativecageney.- 

Q In the case oe President Kennedy, that. would be 7-? 

A Either the Police Department in Dallas, ‘the Seardt 

Service,. or in enosackion with our own investigation; at that 

time it would be an FBI investigation. 

Q Who xn the FBI would initiate requests for tests q 

-—- or examinations? 

177 
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| he Fur. raboratory? 

. when: s President: ‘Rennedy. was. shot == who. would” have. made, ‘and 

    

A . Z. have no. ds. rt depends on who found the 

evidence. © the agent. who found the evidence would say? 

. eg want .a.-gunpowler test made on this.° 

and you would send it to the —- to the Laboratory. 

    

      

  

      

: ae Who would het Sena it to? ae 

. a aA the FBI Laboratory. - ° ee | 3 

ae a. na . Any partécular person or any porticular section oF : 

“Ne r sir...     
Ee: Bou _ And wha at She rar Laboratory would ‘then, in 1963} 

Pe: fe 

vai ie a We're dealing 1 now ‘with: che clothing ‘only? 

ee | No, with any —— say, with the bullet. specinens . 

or fragnents, or with the ‘clothing. 

T
F
 

a Jadgment would be made as to what type of examina: 

tions were necessary, possibly by a Supervisor, who reviewed. 

a peace of. correspondence, ‘determining what types of examina- . - 

tions vere needed, and assigned the case to certain ‘Individuals, 

depending on whether they*a had anything in mma case prev~ . oe 

iously, or what their expertise WS «. 

Q Who" was the Supervisor at that time? 

AD In 1963?   Wf
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tions of ‘the Laboratory. co a 

Rm Williams —= no, ie. was Roy Jeyons. at that. time. He's 

the laboratory.     

Q  ” Yes. a pa ”. : a pe 

Be Assistant. Director Conrad was the Director of 

the: Laboratory. ‘He had ‘several assistants: dx different sec- 

> 

ey 4 Bae ae , : 

the Docuiteiits Section, I think 16% was ‘wiadiam | 
“ate eethrwne ahem 

    

    
  

crittith, in the physics and. Chemistry Section Be was Maxie 
\atepke Fee Me 

  

     

   

  since:1éet, and several. others have had that position. s 

- He would. ‘send a - request to Mr. Jevons or Mr. 

  

RO No, he would send it to the FBI. 

  

“Q° the FBI?_ we ae 

AS ” we: would send it to Mr. Hoover, at that time ,. -anal Ee
 

Mr... Hoover noticed it was for the* Laboratory, and sent it | to 
AHA es 

    
  

oa ei oA - Now,. tha ‘communication wana request | certain 

  

tante, ordinarily? 

Oa z aian't say, ie would. 

QQ. Well, was. that correct? What wouta the: + communica 

YE  
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tion consist of? oe 

ae 

ASU me would probably | list : some evidence. a 

Whatever \ was, in itt. 
> 

te would have | a 1 piece of avideae, zr — 
$ Se FARES ied . 3 

  
Possibly? was" —— - by a conference + procedure? 

1 EES 
Not necessarily. 

2 “Not necessarily? a. S| “Pars 

“By exchange of menoranduns: or written commnica=" 

No, sir. 

Verbal. conmanications? 

‘Typically, the case would be assigned to an . 

Se  
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“|| Examiner, the letter would go to the Eeaningt he. would look” 

  

. ee at Le ‘andssay: 
sah on, 7 

“Well, I need help on this by somebody elserr. 

and he would go to ‘have. that other person assigned to. the 

     
” a _ Now, af tests are conducted and the. examining 

  

| “Agent” ‘feels that forther tests might 1 be s requized, ‘would he 
é 

recommend. hak they’ be _conductea?, 
wae 

way FO 

  

"Yes. He would ‘ask the“other Examiner if he would 

  

make ae examination -' 

Flee 
    “itis Supervisor had to approve it, but 

RBIS 

not necessarily * 

  

aera 

. not the 

supervisor, * 

The’ Examiner : is in » charge of ‘the ease? 

. 

  

op Q = ‘All right. : Now, bY” ““Bxaminer ," 
Btn 

you mean the per- = 
¢ 

| Sor ea ‘actually. conducts, the tame. or the examination? 

ke Whoever was, declared | Sriginally ‘the principal 

  

Q. “Bow, that doesn't actually mean. though, there . 

might be someone else who would assist or who would indasen= 

dently carry out the tests or examination? | 

A _Ldon*t understand.   YP | : 
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dee tT — at mt’ ae 10 

lg Well, suppose you have =— Agent Gallagher is 

/ made the ‘Principal Examiner. Would he then have | someone 
hype te oF 

under. his direction carry | ont the test, or would, he himself 

  

. OR how y the tests were 0. be « conducted? 

  

_Hor are not that x — the Pxaniner is: ds charge; 

    
he does ‘the examination the. way he sees: fit. ‘according to. 

what: needs to be: done, and “tts not necessary to remind him— 
ee . Stub?     

    

~ self ‘how ‘to ) do it. or what == af he needs heigy to’ vest — 
Coated - 

_ body, in weitten form, what. he needs. 

    

    

“tat ae ~. When. he conducts the test, does he en stomarily. 
ce RS 

"make notes on. 4 the test? 

ae ee “ r would say. yes; he: should. 

  

“2 -@ And are copies of those notes made? 

. Oke 2s No, not necessarily... Gaually the originals are — 

placed. in the file, where » they" re available. . Normally they -|" 2 
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don't hake copies unless they *re “requested. 

9. ! " So therefore there would be no aistribution of 
cio], 

the notes | to. othex personnel, notin 11y? 

pomally would get a a copy,     

Fat, and where: the other copies go, I don ‘t kateb - 

  
and we would keep 2 a sopy in che 

11 

“PENS ce ateged 
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- ease would be different. 

    

I wouldn' te know it would depend on the. cage. Each 

  ce pia you xecedve some of the evidénce in this case. 

from FBI: “agents. Siebert’ and O'Ned11? 

  

ee the names are ‘familiar; r don"t ‘xemember whether” 

Yo a aah  


