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.the above-entitled action, pursuant to Notice of Taking

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HAROLD WEISBERG,

R s O b g AN T

Plaintiff,

“1:'

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
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Thursday,-
Pebruary 24, 1977
Deposition of ROBERT A. FRAZIER, a witness

herein, called for examination by Counsel for Plafntiff in

Deposition, and having first beehvduly sworn by JANET MOCRE,
a Notary Public in and for the Diétrict of Columbia, commenc-
ing at 1:15 PM on Thursday, February 24, 1977, in the offices
of BEN LE SAR, 910 16th Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C.,
the testimony being taken down by Stenomask by WILLIAM H.

DILLINGHAM III and thereafter transcribed by him.
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" delayed, was exammed by agreemeni: of Counsel a.nd testif:.ed

PROCEEDINGS

Whereupon,

ROBERT-. A FRAZIER

was called as a witness and, the Notary Rubl:.c havinq been

as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BYMR.LESAR..

Q . Would you sta.te your name, pleasa?
E <I_A . Robext A. Erazier.
Q@  And in 1963, when Prasident Kennedy was assassin..

ated, what was your posita.on?
A Special Agent,: Federal Burean cf;; Investigation, - +

assigned to the PBI Laboratory in Washington, D. Ce:

Q . Which section;_ of the FBI Laboratory?

A Firearms and Toolmarks Section. _

Q And what areas are you qualified as an expert :'.n?v
A Pirearms examinatz.on, toolmarks examination. gun-

pouder, glass fractures exammati:ons, wood identificatian,
possibly scme others; I don't know whether they ha= a separ-
ate expertise name ox not.

Q Does this include spectrographic and neutron-

activation analysis?
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Uéonsists of little more than his name.

Whereupon,

A No, sir, it does not.
MR. LE SAR: Excuse me; I believe the Notary
Public has arrived, and will swear Mr. Frazier in now, and

swear him as to the testimony which he has just given, which

.,

ROBERT A.FRAZIER

W
g

* was duly sworn, as to the:veracity_of the tesfimony_given by?"

him preceding the administering of this oath, and as to all'ffﬂﬁ

testimony hereafter, by JANET MOORE, a Notary Public in and
for the District of Columbia, whereupon his examination and
tesﬁimonj were resumed, as follows:

el A

BY MR. LE SAR: (Resuming)

Q I understand that you are no lonQer employed by |

the PBI. Is that correct?

A Yes, sir. - -
Q As of what.datg did you resign?
A April 15, 1975.
Q- I would.like‘té begin by having jodvdescrihe the |

kind of tests that you wonld normally perform. in a case involy

ing death by a gunshot wound.

A There are a great variety of tests that' you could

make..
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Q could you specify some of them?

A Tests to determine the distance between the mnzzlp

of the weapon and the victim, either by shot pattsrn tests orx
power tests. .

o Examination of any pro;ectiles that mlght be

involved( as to identity and type of ammun;t;on used and

whether or not they had been fired from any partiqﬁlar weapon

Q That includss physical examinatfan Gf the bullet.|

and. anythlng alleged to have been struck by the bullet?

T a No, sxr. it does not.

We don't generally"examine bodies, for Lnstance.- .

Q Clothing, for example? Would you ordinarily makeﬁl

physical examination of clothinq?

A 31 Not unless it's requested

Q Who ordinarlly would request that you perform an
examinatibn? ‘ o

A | The investigativeaqqsdsy.

Q In the dsse of President xsnnedy, that would be <=2

A BEither the ?ollce Department in ssllas,‘the Secrﬁr

Service,. or in conaection with our own investigation; at thaff

time it would be an FBI investigation.
Q Who i the FBI would iﬁitiate requests for tests g

-= or examinations?

77
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| when Prasident: xennedywas shot == who woul& hava made, and

A . I have no idea. It depends on who found the

evidanc_e._ The Agent who faund the evidence would say:
‘ "'I mtagunpowder test mdaont.his.

andyouwouldsend:.ttothe-—tothenaboratory.

. ""*;'_-;q = Who wonlct he send it b:? _

‘f‘-":_fii'_Q’ And wha at the.z'PBI Labcratory would then. in 1963-

who did maka the datarninatiog as to what tests were performed‘z"f‘

s :X'

A We're dealing now v:.th the clothinq only?
Q . No, with’ any - say. w:.th the bullet specmens .

or fragments, or with the clothing. »I |
A-;’ﬂ' Judgment would be made as to what type of examinal

tions were necessary. possibly by a Supervisor, who reviewed

——=

a piace oﬁ correspondence. determining what’ types of examina- ) .A:

tiona me needed, aml assigned the case to certa:m :Lndividua].

musly, or what theu: expertise was.
Q Who was the Supervisor at that tine?

A In 1963?

S,

depeading on whether thay‘d had anyth:.nq in that'. case prev-, b
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‘ tions of the Laboratory.
-:-B. Williams == Nno, it was, Hoy Jevons at that time He's

: 'office, ox: from someone-.else who initiated a :equest, or f _

' the I.aboratory.

4 Q 7 Yes. ';‘; S ' 25 g S
. )‘.r_ Assistant Director Cm:.rad was the Director of

the I.aborato:y He ha.d several assistants in different sec-

. b4 W v . :
'rhe Documents Section, I think it was william

wt .ﬂuau

Griffith, in the Physics and Chemistry Sectiosn it was Marion_

\<)s, i >

since._léft, and several others have had that position.

R

93 So the correspondence would be sent from the Fiel

=

someone else e either"the-FBI Agent who fonnd the spec:unen,

or: who recovea:ed the evidence.

o Be would send a request to M. J’evons or Mr.

A no..he ma_‘ send it to the FBI.
| "Q' The FBI? | ? :
‘AA " He: would send it to M::. Hoover, at that time,. ami’.

Ty ..:‘———

Mr. Hoover noticed it was fo:: the r.aboratory aud sent:t to

R

Q - Now,. tha.:;ccm:nicatlon wold request certain

tests, o:dinarily? _ '
A I didn't say :Lt would.
Q Well. was that correct? What would the: conmunica-»

I/yﬁf
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s

tion consist of? .

_;fig,i'

Affguf

Whatever was in it.

2

It.uould have a piece ot evidence, I assume?
e RARSS i : s

re would probably list some evidence. .

Possmy, yes; R A

Possihly?' Was — by a conference procedure?

1 = b

Not.necessarxly.

*

Hot necessarzly? _ | L ;3 »~'_fff<-~

By-exchange of-memorandums or written communlca—

No, sir.

Verbal communications?

Typically. the case would be assigned to an .

s
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. Bxaminer, the letter would go to the Exammer. he wonld look

t it and_say'

i Agent feels that furt.her tests mght be reqna.red. would he

: recmmend thai: they he condncted’

not necassa:::.ly .

| son ‘who' actually conducts the test or the examination?

dently carry out the-‘tests or examination? . ' , B

=57 _.,‘_ 3

'Well, I need help on this by somebody else, _'.7_

aml he would go to have that other person assigned to. the

R < PR . e

case ¢. e

-'.'.._Q - T Now, 1£ tests are conducted and tha. examim.ng

‘ o SRETLLT A WS TR

BN

i—.

i Yes. He would Aask the other Exam.nar if he woaid

make' the exammation.

His Superv:.sor had to approve it, but

AWBEF— -

s

- x_:oi;"_the

Supervisor .

The Examiner is m charge of the ca.se,

.

Q g All right. : Now, by” "Examiner,

B EEN

-you mean the per-' 1.

-

Y " Whoevex wo_s.__‘de_c.larecl' originally ‘the principal

el -

Q Now. t:hat doesn't actnally mean, th.ough, there

might be someona else who would assist or who would J.ndepen-

‘A TLden't understénd.
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. on how t.‘ne tests were'to-bevconducted?

self. how to dc it oxr whan: - if he needs help,ﬂ

10

' q Well, suppose you have == Agent Gallagher is

made the princlpal Examiner. Wonld he then have someone

g
RPacs 2

under his directzon carry out the test, or would he h:unself

Woulsl there b, any mmorandums or

v -—%e

’&f"\}l’v o

m:, s.u:, not that I — the Bxaminer_is in charge.

he does the examination the .’way he sees: fit,. according to

what needs to be done, and :l.t‘s not necessary to remind h.un-.

et . Sk

MRS

body in written form what he needs

Q When he conducts the test, does he cu; tomarily

e

make nntes on the. test?

L ]: mld say yes, he should.‘

'_'_,‘ Q And are cop:.es of those notes made?
3 .'.-‘1,\. NO. not necessarily. Usnally the originals are -

placed :Ln the filer where 'chey re available..; Normally they -+
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aoa't make copies unless they 're raquested.

' .Q’_ " So therefare there would be no distrihution of

i,

the notes to other persozmel ’ normlly?

normally would get a :copy,

PBI. and where the other copies go, I don 't know. A

and we would. keep a copy in ..he

11

w *‘:‘,_1 







