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Appellant : 

Ve : No. 78-1107 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 3 
ET AL., : 

Appellees : 

MOTION TO EXPEDITE ORAL ARGUMENT 
  

Pursuant to Rule 7(c) (3) of the Rules of this Court, appellant 

moves the Court to expedite oral argument on this case. As grounds 

for this motion, appellant represents to the Court as follows: 

First, this is a Freedom of Information Act case and is thus 

required by statute, 5 U.S.C. §552(a) (4) (D), to be expedited in 

every way: an 

Except as to cases the court considers of 

greater importance, proceedings before the dis- 
trict court, as authorized by this subsection, 
and appeals therefrom, take precedence on the 
docket over all cases and shall be assigned for 
hearing and trial or for argument at the earliest 
practicable date and expedited in every way..



Second, appellant Weisberg's original request for disclosure 

of the FBI's reports on its spectroscopic testing of items of evi- 

dence in the assassination of President Kennedy dates to May 23, 

1966, more than 12 years ago. It is well over eight years since 

he first brought suit for these records. 

The present suit, which seeks neutron activation analyses and 

other sestemtiiele testing, as well as the spectrographic analyses, 

was filed on February 19, 1975, the day the amended Freedom of In- 

formation Act went into effect. When last before this Court, the 

Court noted that "[t]he data which plaintiff seeks to have produced, 

if it exists, are matters of interest not only to him but to the 

nation." The Court remanded the case to the district court with 

instructions that the axidtenee or nonexistence of the records 

sought should be "determined speedily on the basis of the best avail- 

able evidence, i. e., the witnesses who had personal knowledge of the 

events at the time the investigation was made." Weisberg v. U.S. 

Dept. of Justice, 177 U.S.App.D.C. 161, 164, 543 F. 2d 308, 311 

(1976). 

Despite this mandate, appellees delayed and obstructed the in- 

quiry on remand. [See Brief for Appellant, at 26-29] Nevertheless, 

Weisberg succeeeded in establishing that the FBI had indeed conducted 

scientific tests it had previously denied, and that vitally important 

records of such testing have not been located. (The fact that there 

were such "missing" records had previously been concealed both from 

Weisberg and the courts.)



The public importance of the information sought by Weisberg 

is further illustrated by the fact that the "missing" records are 

directly relevant to recent developments before the House Select 

Committee on Assassinations. [See Attachments 1-3] For example, 

Dr. Vincent P. Guinn, who as the Select Committee's expert performed 

some limited neutron activation tests on certain items of evidence 

(whose sizes in some instances are reportedly not consistent with 

previous descriptions), has stated that speciment Q15, the wind- 

shield scrapings from the presidential limousine, no longer exists. 

Yet on remand in this case Weisberg established that specimen Q15 

was subjected to neutron activation analysis in 1964. 

Another factor which should be considered in determining to 

expedite this case is Weisberg"s medical condition. Weisberg is 

now nearly 66 years old. In the fall of 1975 he suffered a serious 

attack of thrombo-phlebitis; during the summer of 1977 he was dis- 

covered to have a sub-clavian arterial steal. . In view of his medi- 

cal condition, time may be of the essence. 

(The government, well aware that time is on its side, has 

sought time and again to grind Weisberg down through a variety of 

obstructive tacts. One such tactic is to make totally unjustifiable 

deletions. This has been carried to such an exteme in Weisberg v. 

Department of Justice, Civil Action No. 75-1996, that the FBI em- 
  

ployed exemption 7(C) to excise the name of FBI fingerpring expert 

George Bonebrake from a newspaper clipping!) [See Attachment 4] 

Appellant's counsel regrets that he was not able to move to 

expedite this case at the time this appeal was docketed. The ex-



planation for this lies in the particular circumstances of both ap- 

pellant and his counsel. Appellant has had no regular employment or 

income for over a decade. Given his scant financial resources, he 

cannot afford to pay an attorney to represent him. His attorney, a 

sole practicioner who does his own typing, filing, mailing, xeroxing, 

and legal research, has very limited PencuRCER. For the past eight 

years his practice has been confined almost entirely to pro bono 

work or Freedom of Information Act cases for which he has yet to be 

paid. The amount of work required to successfully prosecute these 

FOIA cases has been much greater than originally anticipated, largely 

because government agencies have gone to great lengths to. obstruct 

his client's access to records. For example, of three FOIA suits 

filed in 1975, none is yet concluded and so far they have resulted 

in five appeals to this Court. Appellant and his counsel have ex- 

enormous amounts of time on these cases. The consequence of this 

is that appellant's counsel, under severe time pressures in the 

10 active FOIA cases he is handling for appellant, felt that he dared 

not move for expedited treatment at the time this appeal was taken. 

Now that the briefing has been completed, he is ready to have :the 

oral argument scheduled at the earliest possible date. 

For the above-stated reasons, appellant requests that his mo- 

tion for expedited oral argument in this case be granted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES H. LESAR ‘ 
910 16th Street, N.W., #600 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Attorney for Appellant 

'



I hereby certify that I have this 26nd day of December, 1978, 

mailed a copy of the foregoing Motion to Expedite Oral Argument to 

Assistant United States Attorney John H. Korns, D.C. Superior Court 

house Building, Washington, D.C. 20001. 

Lene Uf Len 
JAMES’ H. ‘LESAR / 
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By 
George 

L
a
r
d
n
e
r
 

Jr. 

W
a
s
h
i
n
s
t
o
n
 

Post 
Staff 

Writer. 

The 
H
o
u
s
e
 

Assassinations 
C
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
c
 

has 

received 
startling 

last-minute. 
evidence 

that 

t
h
e
r
e
 

w
a
s
 

a 
c
o
n
s
p
i
r
a
c
y
 

in 
the 

a
s
s
a
s
s
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
President 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

15 
years 

ago. 

The 
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

was 
told 

at 
a 

closed 
meeting 

M
o
n
d
a
y
 

nicht 
that 

refined: 
acoustical 

tests 

s
h
o
w
e
d
—
“
b
e
y
o
n
d
 

a 
reasonable 

doubt” 
in 

the 

words 
of 

one 
s
o
u
r
c
e
—
t
h
a
t
 

a 
g
u
n
m
a
n
 

fired 
at 

the 
president 

in 
Dallas 

on 
Nov. 

22, 
1963, 

from 

the 
arca 

of 
the 

grassy 
knoll 

in 
Dealey 

Plaza. 

“The 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

blew 
i 

a 
com- 

mittee 
source 

sa aid 
of 

the 
central 

finding 
in 

  

ATTACHMENT 1 

T
H
U
R
S
D
A
Y
.
 

* 

  

1964 
that L

e
e
 

Harvey 
G
u
e
s
t
,
 

acting 
‘alone, 

-killed 
the 

president. 
“The 

c
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

said. 

there 
was 

no 
scientific 

evidence 
of 

more 
t
h
a
n
 - 

one 
g
u
n
m
a
n
.
.
.
 

and 
therefore. 

there 
was 

no 

‘
c
o
n
s
p
i
r
a
c
y
.
 

— 
i 

“We've 
established 

h
a
t
 

there 
was 

a, 
con- 

4 

spiracy. 
If 

we 
can’t 

jdentify 
the 

second 
gun- 

man, 
that’s 

because 
it’s 

15 
years 

later. 
I 
d
o
n
'
t
 , 

k
n
o
w
 

what 
you 

do 
about 

that 
now.” 

The 
H
o
u
s
e
 

panel 
is 

in 
the 

process 
of 

wraps: 
§ 

ping 
up 

a 
two-year, 

$5 
million 

investigation, 
- 

of 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
’
s
 

assassination. 
- 

--' 

The 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

said 
in 

1964 ‘that. 

three 
shots 

were 
fired 

at 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
,
 

all 
f
r
o
m
 | 

D
E
C
E
M
B
E
R
:
 m
e
s
t
 

ay 

  
 
 

  

   

21, 
1
9
7
s
 e
r
e
s
 

o
e
 
m
e
n
 T AT 

aT 
8
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#
 

i
f
 
B
S
 

He 

B
a
s
 

  
 
 
  

 
 

"behind, 
afl 

front ‘the 
sixth 

floor 
of 

the 
Texas 

School 
Book 

Depository, 
w
h
e
r
e
 

ae 
said 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

h
a
d
 

set 
u
p
-
a
 

sniper’s nest.’ 
‘ 

_ 
Scientific 

evi? 
ence 

of 
a ‘fourth 

shot; ‘fired 
at 

“
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

from 
t
h
e
 grassy 

knoll 
in 

front 
of 

the 

; 
presidential 

limousine, 
was 

submitted 
to 

the 

1 
committee 

this 
weck, 

- 
Rep. 

H
a
r
o
l
d
 

Sawy' or 
‘ t
i
c
n
’
)
 

made 
that 

disclosure 
yesterday 

during 
a 

radio 
interview 

‘hy 
Grand 

Rapids, 
Mich.,- 

about 
the 

committece’s 

‘investigation. 
The 

House 
inquiry 

‘is: 
scheduled 

to" énd 
Deé. 

315 
* 
Sawyer 

said’ 
(he 

éornmittoc 
was 

told 
b
y
 

tivo 

    

- acoustical 
experts 

“that 
there 

w
e
r
e
 

four. 
shots, 

 
 

‘the t third 
of 

which 
was 

Tired 
fro 

knoll.” 
m
y
 

Sa 

The 
experts, 

: said 
there 

was: 
a. 

95 
pereent 

probability 
to 

the 
finding.» 

“The 
evidence, 

was 
said 

to 
be 

égutained! 
ina 

long-ignored 
tape 

cf 
the 

s
o
u
n
d
s
 
-in. 

D
e
a
l
e
y
 

Plaza..The 
recording 

was. 
m
a
d
e
’
o
n
 

a 
Dallas 

police 
radio 

f
r
e
q
u
e
n
c
y
”
 
w
h
e
n
 

a’ 
motoreycle, 

‘patrolman 
left 

his 
transmitter 

on. 
| 

“They 
[the 

experts] 
can 

tell 
within 

two 
feet 

of 
-where 

the 
[fourtt:] 

shot 
came 

from,”;a 
com- 

mittee 
source 

srid. 
“
T
h
e
y
 

said, 
b
e
y
o
n
d
 

a 
rea- 

‘sonable 
doubl, 

that- 
theré’ 

was 
a 

g
u
n
m
a
n
 

on 

the 
grassy 

knoll. 
. 

they 
say 

it _[the! 
noise 

from that 
area} is a 

Oe 
probably 

a 
rifle 

shot, 

because 
it 

has 
a 

supersonic 
wave, 

a 
shock 

wave’ 
preceding 

the 
S
p
e
e
d
 

ot 
saun 

such 
as 

m 
the 

grassy 

  

     

  
 
 

  

S
a
w
y
e
r
 

said 
oa 

‘hs G
r
a
i
t
d
 R
a
p
i
d
s
 

radio 
s
h
o
w
 

that 
he 

couldn’; 
r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

the 
n
a
m
e
s
 

of 
the. 

experts 
who 

teached 
the 

conclusion, 
but 

olher 

sources 
identified 

thom 
as 

M
a
r
k
 

Weiss 
and 

a 
colleague 

from 
Q
u
e
e
n
s
 

College 
in 

N
e
w
 

Yor 
k, 

poth 
trained 

In 
acoustical 

and 
electrical 

eu- 

gineering. 
Weiss 

was 
a 
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

of 
the 

court: 

appointed 
panei 

that 
analyzed 

the 
famous 

gay 

See 
ASSASSINATION, 

A393, 
Col. 

1 

  
 
 

  
 



  

ASSASSINATION, 
From 

Al 
on’ 

one 
of 

President 
a
e
 

-Water- 

“gate 
, 

recordings. 
‘ 

. 

  
  

Flouse 
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 
“earlier 

this 
y
e
a
r
 a
 

J
a
m
e
s
 

Barger, 
an 

acoustical 
, 
expert: 

with 
the 

M
a
s
s
a
c
h
u
s
e
t
t
s
 
f
i
r
m
 
of. Bolt,’ 

B
e
r
n
a
c
k
 

and 
N
e
w
m
a
n
.
 

In 
testimony 

be: 

fore 
the 

c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

last 
Sept. 

11, 
he 

said 
his 

w
o
r
k
 

on 
the 

tape 
s
h
o
w
e
d
 

a 

50-50 
possibility 

of 
a 
fourth 

shot, 
from 

the’ 
grassy 

knoll 
area. 

Weiss 
and 

his 
‘colleagues 

were 
c
o
m
-
 

rnissioned 
by 

the 
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

to 
see 

if’. 

they ‘
c
o
u
l
d
 
reach 

a 
more 

definite 
con: 

. 

clusion, 
one.’ 

way'or 
the 

other. 
They 

concéntratéd 
on 

the 
third 

of 
the 

four: 

  
  

   

noises 
that 

Barger’s 
studies 

had 
n
e
n
t
 

a 

fied 
as 

possible 
gunshots... 

“+! 

fhe 
third 

had 
come 

from 
the 

w
p
a
 

knoll 
area 

w
h
e
r
e
 

p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
i
e
 

evi- 

d
e
n
c
e
—
b
y
 

ilself 
inconclusive 

— 
s
h
o
w
s
 _ 

an 
individual 

“behind 
a 

fence 
with 

a., 

linear 
object 

next 
to 

him, 
an 

object 

that 
could 

not 
be 

identified 
further. 

Concentrating 
on 

the 
noise 

from 

the 
grassy 

knoll, 
Weiss 

and 
his. 

col- 

’ 

3 
AD 

a
 

a 
LCL 

>
 :CLS      

 
 

  

    

—
 

plotted 
the 

echo 
pattern 

mathe- 

matically 
and‘ “traced”. 

cyery 
building 

and ‘
a
t
 

object 
oft 

which, 
it 

pounced 

"
w
a
s
 

prohgily 
a 
boxcar 

on 
the 

b
a
y
)
 

«the, 
press 

bus” 
coming 

; 
a
r
o
u
n
d
 

the 

“corner.” 
” 

  
  

They also 
reportedly 

tixed 
the 

woah 

” 
tion 

of 
thé m

o
t
o
r
e
y
c
l
e
 
and 

even 
deter- 

m
i
n
e
d
 

the 
side 

of 
the 

bike 
w
h
e
r
e
 

the. 

  

m
i
c
r
o
p
h
o
n
e
 

was 
located. 

-.. 

” 
As 

part 
of 

the 
‘study, 

the ‘experts 

‘obtained 
an 

old, 
presumably 

similar,” 

- m
i
c
r
o
p
h
o
n
e
 

a
n
d
 

m
o
t
o
r
c
y
c
l
e
’
 
a
n
d
 

con-' 

ducted 
test 

flrings 
in 

N
e
w
 

York 
with 

the 
help 

of 
N
é
w
 

York 
police. 

From. 

those 
tests,“sources 

said, 
“they 

were 

able 
to 

r
e
p
r
o
d
u
c
e
 

the 
sound 

on 
the 

. 
[Dallas] 

tape.” 

* 
S
a
w
y
e
r
 

‘said 
that h

a
r
g
e
r
 
s
e
l
d
v
e
d
 

the 
- 

new 
(lata 

and 
agreed 

with 
the. 

find- 

ings. 
“Barger 

was 
there 

[at 
the 

Mon- 

a
e
 

night 
mecting] 

and 
he 

was 
totally 

‘in 
concurrence,” 

S
a
w
y
e
r
 

said. 

. 
The 

M
i
c
h
i
g
a
n
’
 
R
e
p
u
b
l
i
c
a
n
 

said 
. “he 

w
a
s
 

“probably 
In 

hot: 
water” 

for 
dis- 

* closing 
testimony 

taken 
in 

executive 

“session, 
but 

he 
s
a
i
d
 he 

found 
hinyselt 

ee 
r
e
t
e
 

eet 
e
e
 ht 

fateh 
dee 

_vailroad., 
tracks. | T

h
e
y
 

even 
identified. 

  

ec 

  

under 
close 

questioning 
durixg 

the 
ra- 

dio 
show.: 

/ 

“There 
was 

no, 
way 

I 
could 

‘answer 

them,” 
he.said 

.of 
-his 

intervicwers, 

“without 
getting 

into 
this.” 

« 
. 

The 
new 

findings 
also 

leave 
the 

com- 

mittee 
in 

a 
quandary. 

With 
its 

final 
re- 

‘port 
due 

within 
the 

next 
tavo. iweeks, 

Sawyer 
said, 

“I 
don’t 

k
n
o
w
 

how 
in 

the 

n
a
m
e
 

of 
heaven 

we 
are 

going 
to 

handle 

this...” 

‘Only 
three 

cartridge, 
cases 

were 
found 

“
n
e
a
r
 
the 

w
i
n
d
o
w
 

near 
the 

sixth-floor 

w
i
n
d
o
w
 

of 
the, 

book 
depository. 

where 

.. 
Oswald 

had 
been 

placed. 
The 

.Warren, 

, C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

$aid 
that 

one 
bullet 

missed, 

another 
hit. 

President 
Kennedy, 

in 
the 

back 
of 

the 
neck 

and 
then 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

Texas 
Gov. 

John 
Connally 

anc. 
the 

third 

struck 
the 

president 
in 

the: head. 

“There 
is 

no 
credible 

evidence 
that 

the 
shols 

were 
fired 

from 
the 

triple 

Underpass, 
the 

head. 
of 

the 
motorcade, 

or 
from 

any 
other 

location,” 
the 

Com- 

mission 
¢oheluded, 

“Lhe 
weight 

of 
the 

evidenced 
indicates 

that 
tere 

were 
t
i
e
 

shots 
fired.” 

-. 
: 

T
h
e
r
e
 

is ‘still 
likely 

to 
be 

senstdan: 

‘able 
debate 

over- 
w
h
e
t
h
e
r
 

the 
shot 

_
f
r
o
m
 

the 
g
r
a
s
s
y
 

knoll 
hit 

the. 
presi- 

dent 
or 

not. 
The 

H
o
u
s
e
 

s
o
m
m
i
l
t
e
e
 

may 
take 

the 
position 

that it 
missed 

the 
presidential 

party.. 
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By 
Jeremich 

O’Leary 
Washington 

Star 
Staff 

Writer 

The 
House 

Assassinations 
Commit- 

tee 
will 

hold 
public 

hearings 
next. 

week 
to 

deal 
with 

new 
physical 

evi-’ 
dence 

that 
a 

second 
g
u
n
m
a
n
 was 

in- 
volved 

in 
the: 

murder 
of 

John 
F. 

Kennedy. 
, 

me 

_ 
The 

chief 
counsel 

to 
the 

commit- 
tee, 

sider 
new 

acoustical 
tests 

which 
indi- 

cate 
that 

a 
fourth 

shot 
was 

fired 
from 

’ ATTACHMENT 2 

  

Robert 
G. 

Blakey, 
said 

today 
the 

© 
panel 

will 
reopen 

hearings 
to 

con- 
, 

said. 

- 
eee 

the 
grassy 

knoll 
at 

the 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

motorcade 
in 

Dallas, 
no 

: 
‘Blakey 

said 
the 

tests, 
which 

acous- 
° 

tical 
experts 

say 
are 

95 
percent 

accu: 
rate, 

have 
‘turned 

the 
whole 

thing 
inside 

out’’ 
and 

‘will 
cause 

the 
com- 

mittee 
to 

reconsider 
the 

possibility 
of 

a 
conspiracy 

in 
the 

1963 
assassina- - 

tion. 
2 

S
e
 

, 
“Tt 

could 
be 

a 
coincidence 

that 
two 

- 
people 

fired 
shots 

at 
President 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

from 
opposite 

dircctions,-. 
but 

this 
stretches 

credulity,’’ 
Blakey 

“There 
always 

was 
testimony 

 
 

_final 
days, 

_closed 
session 

to 
decide 

what 
it 

will 

Sound 
Tests 

Point 
te 

a 
Second 

Gunman 
 
 

that 
one 

of the 
four 

shots 
fired 

curing 
the 

assassination 
had 

come 
from 

the 
‘.grassy 

knoll 
(an 

area 
in 

front 
of 

evidence.” 
oP 

‘THE 
COMMITTEE, 

now 
in 

its 
will 

meet 
tomorrow 

in 

say 
in 

its 
final.report 

Dec. 
31-about 

 
 

‘ 

‘the 
assassinations 

of. 
both 

Kennedy 
and 

Dr, 
Martin 

Luther 
King 

Jr. 
: 

The 
committee 

had 
already 

com- 
pleted 

a 
600-page 

report 
on 

the 
prem- 

ise 
that 

there 
was 

only 
a 

single 
assas- 

sin 
who 

fired 
three 

shots 
from 

an 
upper 

floor 
of 

the 
Texas 

School 
Book 

Depository, 
where 

the 
rifle 

with 
Os- 

wald’s 
fingerprints 

was 
found. 

That 
report 

apparently 
will 

have 
to 

be 
re- 

done 
in 

light 
of 

the 
evidence 

that 
was 

presented 
to 

the 
panel 

at 
a 

closed- 

door 
meeting 

M
o
n
d
a
y
 

night. 
. 

Rep. 
Harold 

Sawyer, 
R-Mich., 

dis- 

closed 
the 

new 
finding 

yesterday 
in 

an 
interview 

over-a 
radio 

station 
in 

Grand 
Rapids. 

He 
said 

the 
c
o
m
m
i
t
-
 

tee 
was-told 

by 
three 

acoustical 
ex- 

perts 
that 

there 
were 

four 
shots, 

with. 
the 

third 
fired 

from 
the 

grassy 
knoll 

in 
the, 

opposite 
direction 

from 
Os- 

- 
wald’s 

vantage 
point, 

above 
and 

behind 
the 

president’s 
car. 

. 

_ 
The 

evidence 
was 

not 
planned 

for 

 



 
 

presentation 
at 

the 
M
o
n
d
a
y
 

meeting, 
tests 

and 
added, 

“l'm 
not 

buying 
this 

sx 
8 

. 
aj 

. 

But 
Sawyer 

said 
(hat 

when 
Blakey 

ins 
yet 

and 
I 
never 

said 
I 
was. 

It 
was 

the 
E
e
 
s
i
t
e
 

by 
he 

s
e
r
e
s
 
a
o
*
 

formed 
the 

committee 
of 

new 
and 

experts 
who 

said 
that 

there 
wa5 

295. 
borg 

of 
the 

com miltee 
were 

present 

refined 
acoustical 

tests 
indicating 

a 
‘percent 

probability 
of 

a 
shot 

coming 
w
e
n
 

the 
ney 

evidence 
was 

produced 

shot 
had 

been 
fired 

from 
the 

grassy 
from 

the 
other 

direction.” 
: 

knoll, 
committee 

members 
asked 

to. 
In 

Ve 
Gann, 

andilier 
com 

Monday 
night. 

hear 
i
t
i
m
m
e
d
i
a
t
e
l
y
.
 

: 
(In 

Vernon, 
C
o
n
n
 

i. 
The 

$5 
million 

investigation 
c
o
m
e
s
 

mittee 
m
e
m
b
e
r
,
 

Rep. 

Dodd, 
D-Conn., called 

the 
informa- 

‘tan 
end on Dec. 

31. 

tion 
significant 

but 
added: 

“I’m 
not 

| 
The 

new 
evidence 

wa 
especially 

lege 
in 

New 
York 

and 
James 

Barger 
suggesting. 

the 
evidence 

can. 
be 

or 
startling 

because 
studics 

made 
by 

of 
the 

Massachusetts 
company 

of, 
should 

be 
discredited. 

We 
need 

to 
Barger, 

about 
which 

he 
testified 

in 

Bolt, 
Bernek 

and 
Newman. 

. 
: 

make 
sure 

it's 
thoroughly 

examined 
September, 

were 
considered 

highly 

See 
S
L
A
Y
I
N
G
 

Kel: 
- 

in 
light 

of 
other 

evidence 
to 

corrobo- 
inconclusive.. 

Weiss 
and: 

his 
col- 

viet." 
patel”) 

leagues 
were 

commissioned 
to 

try 
to 

 
 

oe 
88 

D 

THE 
EXPERTS 

were 
Mark 

Weiss 
and 

Ernie 
Oskenoski 

of 
Queens Col- 

4 

en 
A
N
S
E
L
.
 

- 
’ 

ons 
come 

toa 
more 

definite 
conclusion. 

. 
G
i
 
A
Y
I
N
G
 

Bae 
Peg 

S
A
W
Y
E
R
 

SAID 
all 

four 
shots 

were 
i
 

; 
_ 

! 
= 

= 
eh 

ht 
described 

by 
the 

experts 
as 

super: 
-. 

Weiss, 
who’ 

had~ 
worke¢ 

on 
the 

sonic 
and 

explained 
that 

this 
ruled 

Watergate 
tapes 

of 
President. 

Rich- 

out 
any 

possibility 
that 

one 
of 

the 
ard 

Nixon, 
proceeded 

by 
plotting 

the 

, 
: 

shots 
might 

have 
been 

fired 
from 

a: 
echo 

patterns 
of 

the 
shots 

heard 
on 

Barger 
had 

made 
complex 

acousti-, 
‘pistol. 

He-said 
almost 

any 
rifle 

fires 
the 

police 
tape 

and 
tracing 

every 

cal 
tests 

earlier 
of 

the 
sounds 

of 
shots 

bullets 
at 

supersonic 
speed 

and 
that 

building 
and 

object 
that 

could 
‘have 

picked 
up 

by 
the 

open 
radio 

of 
a 

‘the 
experts 

say 
they 

can detect 
this. 

- 
affected 

the 
echo 

pattern. 
The 

work 

' 
_ 

: 
was 

described 
as 

exceedingly 
precise 

Dallas 
motorcycl 

li 
i
n
g
.
 

. 
2 ig 

the 
ee 

esination. 
p
e
a
c
e
 

qurine 
: 

The 
process 

used 
by 

the 
acoustical 

to 
the 

point 
of 

being 
able 

to identify 

osm 
experts 

was 
described 

as 
being 

anef- 
_the 

location 
of 

the 
police 

motorcycle, 

.. 
But 

Barger 
testified 

on 
Sept. 

11 
fort 

to 
duplicate 

the 
sounds 

picked 
up 
=
 
a_box 

car, 
On 

some 
railroad 

tracks 

that 
his 

acoustical 
work 

with 
the 

by 
the 

motorcycle 
radio 

at 
the 

time 
=
 

and 
even 

the 
press bus 

that 
was 

turn- 

tapes 
and 

a 
serics 

of 
re-enactment 

Kennedy 
was 

killed, 
using 

test 
shots 

ing 
the 

corner 
when 

Kennedy 
was 

test 
shots 

indicated 
that 

there 
was 

and 
then 

matching 
the 

tests 
against 

fatally 
wounded. 

C
a
 

only 
a 

50-50 
possibility 

that 
a 

fourth 
the 

real 
echoes 

carried 
over 

the 
po- 

shot 
had 

come from 
the 

grassy 
knoll. 

. 
oo. 

. 
; 

The 
experts 

even 
procured 

an 
old 

o
s
 

: 
liceman’s 

open 
transmitter. 

The 
ex- 

microphone 
and 

motorcycle 
and 

con- 

_ Sawyer 
said 

that 
at 

Monday’s 
ses- 

—perts 
then 

took 
the 

electronic 
ducted test 

firings 
that 

were 
virtually 

sion 
Barger 

joincd. 
with 

the 
two 

other 
““fingerprints’’ 

of 
both 

the 
actual 

. 
& 

replica 
of 

the 
sounds 

recorded 
in 

acoustical 
engineers 

in 
agrecing 

that 
shots 

heard 
in 

Dallas 
and 

of 
the 

tests 
Dailas 

police 
headquarters 

over 
the 

am 
unite 

of 
the 

—
 

es 
had 

come 
—_ 

and 
found 

that 
they 

matched 
identi- 

policeman’s 
open microphozie. 

‘ 

rom 
tC 

Pas 
Q 

‘ 
; 

: 
the 

grassy 
knoll 

eyond 
BMY 

cally. 
: 

: 
Thé 

c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

has 
the 

three 
car- 

 
 Continued 

From 
A-1. 

r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
i
c
 

doubt. 
The 

two 
other 

. 
os 

: 
: 

; 
: 

engineers 
were 

brought 
in 

to 
make 

‘Sawyer 
said 

that 
he 

watched. 
 tridge 

cases 
found 

‘near 
the 

window 

further 
tests 

and 
they 

concluded 
that 

cissciy 
when 

the 
sound 

of 
the 

shots 
of 

the 
building 

where 
Oswald's 

rifle 

the 
probability 

of 
the 

third 
shot 

com- 
98 

synchronized 
yith 

the 
Zapruder’ 

was 
located, 

but 
there 

is 
no 

such 
¢evi- 

ing 
from 

the 
knoll 

was 
95 

percent. 
film 

and 
said, 

“I 
thought 

that 
at 

the 
dence 

to 
support 

the 
grassy 

knoll 

third 
shot 

you 
could 

see 
a 

head 
reac- 

shot. 
" 

—
 

A
C
C
O
R
D
I
N
G
 

to 
Sawyer, 

the 
— 

tion 
by 

President 
Kennedy. 

We 
can't 

sated 
_
 

. 

acoustical 
experts 

took 
a 

film 
made 

ignore 
itand 

we 
can'texplain 

it.’ 
An 

indistinct 
photo 

of 
an 

individual 

‘ 
; 

| 
behind 

a 
fence 

with 
a 

linear 
object 

by 
a 

spectator 
watching 

the 
Kennedy 

motorcade 
pass, 

A
b
r
a
h
a
m
 

Zapruder, 

and 
dubbed 

the 
shots 

onto 
the 

film... 

Blakey 
said 

that 
the 

new 
evidence 

near 
him, 

has 
been 

considered 
incon- 

will 
perpetuate 

conspiracy 
theories 

clusive 
by 

all 
investigators 

because 

but 
that 

15 
years 

after 
the 

shooting 
neither 

the 
man 

nor 
the 

object 
could 

_ 
“I've 

seen 
that 

Zapruder 
film 

198 
the 

committee 
is 

not 
likely 

to 
be 

able 
be 

identified 
further. 

. 

times,”’ 
S
a
w
y
e
r
 

said 
from 

his 
G
r
a
n
d
 

to 
identify 

the 
second 

g
u
n
m
a
n
.
 

- 
- 

Rapids 
home 

today. 
“This 

sound 

tract 
added 

a 
grisly 

new 
dimension. 

THE 
N
E
W
 
E
V
I
D
E
N
C
E
,
 

according 

The 
wilnesses 

told 
us 

that 
the 

third 
of 

to 
committee 

sources, 
throws 

all 
the 

the 
four 

shots 
came 

from 
the 

grassy 
work 

that 
has 

been 
done 

by 
the 

  

knoll 
beyond 

any 
reasonable 

doubt." 
House 

panel 
for 

the 
last 

two 
years 

Oa 
wyar 

erid 
h 

s 
axcan wis 

into 
confusion 

because 
until 

. 
this 

Sawyer 
said 

he 
docs 

not 
think 

com- 
week, 

the 
panel 

was 
clearly 

prepar- 
‘ 

a 

mittee 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 

have 
reached 

any 
ier 

‘ 
conti 

. 

consensus 
aboul 

the 
meaning 

of 
the 

An 
report 

essentially 
the 

s
a
m
e
,
 

< 
ee 

t 
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Following 
is 

the 
the 

portion 
of 

the 
text 

of 
the 

Warren 
Com 

mission's 

final 
report 

dealing 
with 

the 
number 

of shots 
fired 

in 
the 

assassination 
of John 

F. 
Kennedy. 

e 
0? 

The 
consensus 

a
m
o
n
g
 

the 
witnesses 

at 
the 

scene 
was 

that 
three 

shots: 

were 
fired. 

However, 
some 

heard 
only 

two 
shots, 

while 
cthers 

testified 

that 
they 

heard 
four 

and 
perhaps 

as 
m
a
n
y
 

as 
five 

or 
six 

shots. 
The 

difficulty 
of 

accurate 
perception 

of 
the.sound 

of 
gunshots 

required 

careful 
scrutiny 

of 
all 

of 
this 

testimony 
regarding 

the. 
number 

of 
shots. 

The 
firing 

of 
a 

bullet 
causes 

a 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
noises: 

the 
muzzle 

blast, 

caused 
by 

the 
smashing 

of 
the 

hot 
gases 

which 
‘propel'the 

bullet 
into 

 
 

the 
relatively 

stable 
air 

at 
the 

gun’s 
muzzle; 

the 
noise 

of 
the 

bullet, 
caused 

by 
the 

shock 
wave 

built 
up 

ahead 
of 

the 
bullet’s 

nose 
as 

it 
travels 

through 
the 

air; 
and 

the 
noise 

caused 
by 

the 
impact 

of 
the 

bul- 
Ict 

on 
its 

target. 
Each 

noise 
can 

be 
quite 

sharp 
and 

may 
be 

perceived 

as 
a 

Separate 
shot. 

The 
tall 

buildings 
in 

the 
area 

might 
have 

further 
distorted 

the 
sound. 

. 
: 

The 
physical 

and 
other 

evidence 
examined 

by 
the 

commission 
com- 

pels 
the 

conclusion 
that 

at 
least 

two 
shots 

were 
fired. 

As 
discussed 

-- 
previously, 

the 
nearly 

whole 
bullet 

discovered 
at 

Parkland 
Hospital 

and 
the 

two 
larger 

fragments 
found 

in 
the 

presidential 
automobile, - 

which 
were 

identified 
as 

coming 
from 

the 
assassination 

rifle, 
came 

from 
at 

least 
two 

separate 
bullets 

and 
possibly 

from 
three. 

The 
most 

- 
convincing 

evidence 
relating 

to 
the 

number 
of 

shots 
was 

provided 
by 

the 
presence 

on 
the 

sixth 
floor 

of 
three 

spent 
cartridges 

which 
were 

demonstrated 
to 

have 
been 

fired 
by 

the 
same 

rifle 
that 

fired 
the 

bullets 
which 

caused 
the 

wounds. 
It 

is 
possible 

that 
the 

assassin 
carried 

an 
_ 

empty 
shell 

in 
the 

rifle 
and 

fired.only 
two 

shots 
with 

the 
witnesses 

hearing 
multiple 

noises 
m
a
d
e
 

by 
the 

same’shot. 
Soon 

after 
the 

three 
empty 

cartridges 
were 

found, 
officials 

at.the 
scene-decided 

that 
three 

shots 
were 

fired 
and 

that 
conclusion 

was 
widely 

circulated 
by 

the 
press. 

The 
eyewitness 

testimony 
may 

be 
subconsciously 

colored 
by 

the 
extensive 

publicity 
given 

at 
the 

conclusion 
that 

three 
shots 

were 
fired. ° 

Nevertheless, 
the 

preponderance 
of: 

the 
évidence, 

in, 
particular 

the-. 
three 

spent 
cartridges, 

led 
the 

commission 
to 

conclude 
that 

there 
were 

three 
shots 

fired, 
c
a
 

‘ 
: 

ee 
:   
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Excperis- 
By George Lardrier Jr. 

- Washington Post Start Writer 

New scientific tests for .the House 

Assassinations Committee - reportedly 
show that a shot ‘fired: at President 
liennedy’s motorcade from the grassy 
knell in Dallas 15 years ago landed in- 
or near the presidential limousine. 

According . to informed - sources, 

acoustical experts hired by the com- 
mittee also fixed the velocity of the 
bullet at rifle-shot speed of 2,200 to 2, 
369 feet per second, and: concluded 
that it ended up close to or in Kenne- 
dy’s Lincola. BND gle 

“It seemed. to fies stopped in the 
presidential limousine,” one source 
said. Another source said. it would be 
more accurate to say that it appar- 

ently landed “in the area of the presi- 

feet.” 

DECEMBER 22, 

dential limousine, pins or minus 20: M 

  

1978 

Track, Mystery JFK Bullet _ 
With little more than a week to go 

before its congressional mandate runs 
out, the House committee is to meet 
‘in secret session today to try to assess 
the reliability of the new scientific 
evidence indicating there may have 
been a conspiracy behind the presi- 
deut’s assassination in Dallas on Nov. 
22, 1963. 

The Warren Commission concluded 
that only three shots, all from behind, 

all fired by Lee Harvey Oswald from 
the sixth floor of the Texas School 
Book Depository, were fired in Dealey 
Plaza: as the motorcade - passed 
through. 
“The House Assuastnattons Commit- 

“tee was on the verge of reaching a 

‘similar conclusion in a 600-page final 
report on the Kennedy and King as- 
sassinations that it was preparing to 
make public to wind up its two-year, 

# $3.8 tnillion inquiry. 

The chairman of the JFK assassina-, 
tion inquiry, Rep. Richardson Prever 
(D-N.C.), said yesterday that the com-: 
mittee will probably vote to reepen: 
its public hearings next week for a‘ 
one-day airing of the startling new 

study. i 

“I think the public would want iv 
be able to judge it for themselves,” he 
said. : 

The acoustical experts, Miark Weiss ° 
and Ernest Aschkenasy of Queens. 
College in New York City, concluded . 
—from extensive tests with a Datlas-. 
police radio recording ‘of the sounds: 
in Dealey Plaza—that a fourth snot: 
was fired from the grassy knoll, in - 
‘front and to the right of the presiden- : 
tial motorcade. . . : 

“It’s a prima facie case of conspir- . 
acy,” ovie well-placed source said in a 

_ See ASSASSINATION, AS, Col. 1 

terse summary of-what it all means. 
“Everything must now be retnougnt,.” + 

Other evidence, this source said, such. 
as statements’. . of eyewitnesses,: 

shunted aside or explained away” be 

gore, must now be reexamined in a. 
raore sinister light". 

Fore instance, Forrest V. served, the: 

Secret Service agent in charge of the 
Dallas office. who was riding in the: 

lead car, told the Warren Commission} 
that he thougat the shots came from: 
the grassy knoll “or terrace” to thei 
right of the motorcade. So did Adra-i 
bam Zapruder, the bystander with the: 
millimeter movie camera who took 
the famcus film of the assassination, 

. That was my first. thought;: 

aomebody up on the terrace. and that. 

is tne reason I looked there,’ Sorrels 

told the Warren Commission in 1964. + 
Acoustie expert Weiss and his col- 

gue told the House committee in a: 
at briefing’ Monday night that’ 

ere was a 95 _ percent or greater’ 

habilits of a fourth shot from the: 
sv knoll They were supported by- 

e chief scientist for a Cambridze,’ 
Ma SS firm, Dr. James E, Barger of! 
Bolt. Beranek & Newman, who had] 
condneted an earlier, but less inten- 
sive study of the police tape and had 
concluded that ere was 2 50-30 prob- 
ability. t 

Afier Barger testified ~— thes 
conimittee, to the exasperation of sev-* 

   







- just a half: second after that. 

eral members, such as Rep. Harold S. 
Sawyer( R-Mich.), last Sept. 11, Boit,: 
Beranek & Newman recommended 
that the committee hire Weiss “to re-; 
view our findings and undertake tur-; 
ther independent analysis.” . 

The chairman of the Mas ssachusetts: 
firm, Richard H. Bott, and Weiss had 
worked closely together before, as. 
members of the court-appointed panel 
that studied the 1842-minute gap in.. 
one of former president Nixon’s. 
Watergate tapes and found that the! 

_ erasures were the result of several,’ 
apparently Geliberate, Tae opera. - 
tions, OY ae EB 

Weiss was vice piestdent Of. New: 
York firm known: for using-complex! 
instruments to break down a sound 
into its component parts for analysis. 

~~ He is widely:regarded as an expert! 
in the use of techniques for reducing. 
background noise and interference on 
speech recordings'to increase intelligi.. 

bility of underlying sounds. -- 
The recording of the- sounds of the. 

assassination was made when a mo- 
tercycle patrolman left his micro-. 
phone switch in the “On”: position, : 
deluging his transmitting channel 
with what. seemed to be simply a lot. 

of motoreycle noise while the assassi- | 
nation took took place. 

“The Warren Commission had this: 
tape, as I recall, but to them it was 
just noise,” Preyer said yesterday. “I, 
don't believe they had the capability. 
to do these {sophisticated studies] on: 
it” 

In the four-shot sequence that Bar. 
gev had tentatively singled out, the: 
first bullet came from the Book De-? 
pository. A second came from’ thede-; 
vository. 1.6- seconds: later. A thirds 

seemed’ to come from the: gras y knoll* 

5.9 seconds after that, ‘and. the final | 

‘shot came- “from: the Book Depository! 

| 

  

  

  

Weiss aud his ecileague, sources ‘said, 
concentrated on the noise’ from tie; 
gvassy knoll, the one that left Barger 

up in the air, and performed still; 
more sophisticated tests, filtering.out} 
the motorcycle ‘sounds, plotting -the: 
remaining echo- patterns more rey 3 
cisely and deter: mining the.exact loca 
tion of the’ motorcycle radio that : i. 
picked them up. 

The work was so “staporate that they 

fixed the. position.of the press bus: 
coming around-the corner and discern-+ 
ew what seemed-to be a boxcar oni 
neerby railroad tracks. ~ { 

‘Trey also concluded, © ‘beyond a reason: 
abie doubt,” according to several des-: 
criptions, that foftr shots had been? 
fired. and that the third ofthese a 
frem the grassy -knoll, + +: 

Weiss and Aschkenasy could not-bei 

  

aS 
{ 

“reached for comment, but Bolt, Beranek 

& Newman said in a statement last: 

night that they concurred in the more 

‘certain findings. : : 
. “It is therefore c our view that there i is 

a 95 percent ‘ or gteater likelihood that 
the soiinds of four-gunshots are present! 
on the tape and that the third shot came 

from the direction of the so-called. 
grassy, knoll in Dealey Plaza, Dallas,” 
Tex.,” the, Bolt, Beranek, & Newman’ 
statement Said, : 

Phe’ committee appears likely to en-' 
dorse the conclusion, although serena 
members are ‘still leery. ' 
-> “This is anew science, and I’ve always ! : 

wondered whether there might be some , 
’ flaw in .it just’ because it is so new,” | 

said. one committee Democrat. ‘Maybe by 
we'll find a flaw at the public hearing, 
but at this point it looks like a pretty | ; 
solid study.” | 

A bigger dispute may be touched off 
by what appears to be the committee's’ 
inclination to conclude that the bullet 
‘from: the grassy knoll missed the presi-: 

‘dent's car. This. would enable the panel | 
-to-hold-firm to its eatlier conclusions | 

and .other- scientific studies stating. 

firmly. that the president and Texas then- 
governor John B. Connally were hit by 

one bullet-fired from the rear and that 

the president was killed by a subsequent 
shot to the head, ‘anh also caine from) 

behind.’ . : 
£ ‘Korinedy was not hit fei the front, ' 

but-he was shot at from-the front,” one; 
committee source. said. “I think we "ve | 
proved the ‘single bullet’ theory Ithat ; 
one bullet struck both Kennedy and Con-! 
nally]. Ironically, we have also estab-i 

lished that there were two gunmen.” i 

Critics of the Warren Commission; 
have contended for years that at least; 
one of the bullets that hit the president: 
came from the front. The only bullets! 
and builet fragments analyzed in the: 
House inquiry came from Oswald's | 
rifle, but the critics remain suspicious, ' 
pointing out that a number of bullet! 
fragments-are-inexpicably missixg. == 

 


