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Assistant Attorney General 
ob Office of Leza1 Counsel 

Ay qi tn 
CT." rr repo? OF INFORMATION (ron ABPEAL TO ATTORNEY GENERAL BY ROBERT P, SLOTE 

ie 

onl = 
Your letter of July 13; 1S72, captioned 2s above, requested copies ofthe records Sought by Smith along with an explenation of cur belief that substantial injury to t! 

o- 
c= 30a 

SS 
testimony of Special-Agent John F. Gallagher on pages 746-752 of nn Volume XV of the Warren Corm:nission hearings. The exeminer’s notes 

2¢ FBI mignt result fromr the-release of -the records. Cur letter of July 25, 1872,advised the materials were being assembied, Enclosed are the copies you requested. Eachis _ identified by a symbol (e, 8. RPS #1) to match the several Smith Fequests 
: a o . ae - “RPS #t.~ Phis request eslls for FRI Laboratory reports,” ¢ quantitative test data-and detailed Laboratory findings resulting from the neutron activation analyses (2iA.a}-condacted on the puraffin casts taken by the Dallas police ofthe hands ond right cheek of Lee Harvey Oseald, The detailed findinss and conclwsions arrived at by the FBI Laborstory examiner sre fully set forth on page 562 of the Warren Report and in the 
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August 31, 1972 
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whith comprise a-vyolume approximeteiy two inches thick; consist of raw data;- observational notes, and-calculations from informstion observed and are of a technical nature having mesning only to the examiner, There ] a” 1, are no duplicate copies of this Tateriai, A copy of the examiners / Af AN . reportof the results of exminrtion dated-March 6, 1964, is attached, i { I,-in addition, a personal review of the raw notes is required, the i 

      

    

MALES Baetation in the FBI Laboratory. 

  

exeminerwill be available ‘upom request to provide the necessary 

~— zt. 

#2 (a). This-request is for Warren Commission Document Number (CDN) 1289 which is wmemorandum-entitled; “Lee Uarvey sacs Uswald™ dated July 14, 1964,-nt Dallas, Texns, (copy attached) which sans was transmitted to the General Counsel for the President's Commission | { 
Conrad — i-puotographs and a Slm strip (color phctocraphs attached), This albey * 

- 

Carine, «DY letter deted July 21, 1964, (copy attached) tozether with two color a 

MELE" hD wif AS, 
*3( +c. ,SEE NOTE PAGE, THREE G <6 ; 3 .. * : . & * Ses ree = 20K. 
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Assistant Attorney General . 
Office of Legal Counsel / . 

  

memor=-ndunr contains results of investigation conducted by our DaHas 
Office to locate photographs of a bone specimen which was found near ~~ 

2 oa co 

the assassination site, 
f 2 2 se 

RPS #2 (b), This request advises that page 150-A of report 
ofSpeci-l Agent Robert P, Gemberling, duted November 30, 1963, at 
Dallas, Tems, CDN #5 (copy attached) is referred to on page 54 of CDN. 
#1395, report-of-Speciat Agent Gemberling d-ted August 5, 1964,-ut 
Dalins (copy attached) and page 46 of CDN #1518, report of Specixi Agent 
Gemberling dated September19,>-1964, at DrHas (copy attached) and witich 
is not included in the materials at the National Archives. This page was 
recently sent to the National Archives ond Smith may now request access 
to it at the Archives. This pert.ins to an interview of Wilimm-Allen 
Harper concerning the location of 2 piece of bone near the assassination 
site, - 

- — 2 

RPS #3 (a). This request is-for the advertisement described 
or page 40 of CDN #208, -report of-Special Agent Gemberling d-ted 
Jnnuary 7, 1964, at Dallas-tcopy attached), This pertrins to an wdvertise- 
ment of the Mershor Company, Los-Angeles;- C-lfornia, which advertises 
Mershon Custom Walnut grips for handguns and contains the date 
"October, 1959 in-longhand.-- An extensive se=rch of-Buresu Ales: -- 
relating-to the assassination at-Bureau Headquarters and at our Dalles 
Office ims failed to loéate the advertisement referred to by Smith. 
There are over 460 volumes of files at FBI Headquarters relating to the 
Kennedy assassinntion:- hir. Marion Johnson, Archivist, National Archives 
and Records Service hvs advised that it is entirely possible that this item 
is located st the National Archives inssmuch ns voluminous quantities of 
the material of thts type-were made available by the Warrer Commission 
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24 after the assassination, and efforts to locate items of this nature since then BS 
have been most difficult. -ir. Johnson concluded by saying thet they have ka 
been.unable to locate the advertisement or copies thereof in their files, _ 

aoe RPS #3-f). This request cells for reports of FBI & 
Laboratory exeminations vr other reports of investigation of the ° z 
advertisement described above, or of its reyerse side, whether or not = 
furnished tothe Warren Commission. --A detulled-review of FBI records ¢ 
and information available to the FBI Laboratory failed to reveal any g 
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Assistunt Attorney General : “ere Office of Legal Counsel . 

precedent, Release, upon request;- of the rrw and analytical data and | examiner's notes in the-thousands and thousands of technica} e@mminations conducted irthe FBY Laboratory would piece an intolerably-heayy burden on-the FBI and greatly-homper our continued efficient Operation. The examiner's findings based on his exeminstions are set forth inthe printed record:- Therefore, the purpose of Smith's request ts not clear. We i 

Other material in cor investigative files Should be protected from disclosure to avoid substantial injury to the FBI in that-disciosure might reveal the identities of confidentini-sources of information ang impede or jeopardize Succeeding investications by precludine or limiting ’ the use of same or Similar sources‘in the future, Further, disclosure _. , 
should be resisted to avoid embarrassment of innocent persons, 

a 

Enclosures (8) » tf 

NOTE: Based otf incoming letter from the Department, same captio dated 7/18/72/ and Bureau letter to Department same caption, dated 7/25/7 > DJD:mfd; :   
  

 


