Exhibit 2

Civil Action No. 75-226

By way ai m.ckground, on 4/ 27/ 70 Assistant Attamey General
William Ruckelshaus, Civil Division, Department of Jusiice, advised the =77
.- . Director that Harold Weisberg, the author of the books "Whitawash I and Y

> "Myhitéwash I has filed a civil action against the Department of Justice a.—zd\' * -

Department of State demanding copies of ali the papers which were employed =
in the extradition in the James Earl Ray matter, These documents were us%d

- |in the extradition proceedings against James Earl Ray in England and were 7 17

thereafter returned to the State Depariment and were trans{erredto the -+ ~’-\'

- Department of Justice. Incltided in the documents were 2 considerable numoer 1

of affidavits of FBI Agents, affidavits covering fingerprints, t=llistics® -

"
Py

... lexaminations, etc. Ruckelshaus asked if the release of these documents to A =
..., Weisberg would in any way prejudice the work of the FBL It is noted that/ \f
7. | Weisberg is an author who has been extremely critical'of the TBL, the Sec,{et 7

. - ‘I Service and other police agencies in books which he has written about the .
a.ssassma.t.on of President Kennedy,

1 My By memora.rxdum of April 30th the Director “advised Ruckelshaus

that the determination as to the release of the pertinent documents is within

.. ithe province of the Department of justice and the FBI interposes no objection. _
# was suggested, however, that the Civil Division communicate with the Civil
3?&@‘&8 Division of the Department on this matter since Federal process was. :

istinl outstzndmg a.gainst Rz.y cmrg.n.g -1 violaﬁon oi 2 Federal vaﬂ R1g;bts
Statute, -
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i S The Bureau is in possession of 2 copy of 2 létter dated "Jay, 1970
from Jerris Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, io
uckelshaus stating that any release of any information in the files pertaining

A 40 the investigation rega.rding James Earl RAv wculd be imm'.caoie to tne ,/gg‘é
L Gnvestigation,) v/ w vy . REC3 ST oo
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Re: “Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King {
Current Developments i " il Ve e i
A’:‘t-- - e S R -~ - o= -

- 8/24/70 Bill King in the Information

ek On 6 O:ﬁce, ‘Department of T 555
Jastice,- acvised that the Department subsequently decidesnat it would not = x

be pessible for-the Government to succesafully defend fhe civil action Yyl =T

= gy Weisberg against the Department for the release of the documents in question,
1 Accordingly, copies of these documents were furnished to Weisberg, Xing == -
. |advised that in view oi the fact that the Department had released the documents
" Yto Weisberg the Department did pot wish Weisberg {o make 2 profit from his
possession of the documents and, accordingly, has decided to make similar.-:-
!-copies._ available to the press and others who might desire them. King stated - - ¢
that the documents to te released consist of approximately 200 pages of copies - - 1
‘ t:‘!\aiﬁdavits, autopsy reports, aifidavits with regard to fingerprint examinations
. {and ballistics tests, and copies of other documents which sarve to link Ray =~
\rvit.h the assassination of Martin Luther King. Al Bishop's request King farotET

oy

nished the attached set of the documents being released. King stated that these
documents will be released.to the press at 3 p.m. on 6/24/70 :

e B The General Investigative Diﬁsion has been orally acvised of the
u above information.. v : . :
* RECOMMENDATION '

" None., For informazon.
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