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I called this meeting of the Comaission because of sorething that
dgualopad,foday ;hat I thought every member of the Cormnission should ha&e
lnowledze of, something that you shouldn't hear from tha public before you
had an opportunity to think about it., I will just have-Hr. Rawkin tell you,'
the story from the beginning. )
Mr. Ravkin: Mr. Wagner Carr, the Attorney GCenmeral of Texas, called me
at 11:10 this mofﬁing énd said that the word had coze out, he wénte# to-get :
it to me2 aﬁ the first_moment, ;hat Oswald was acting és an fBI Undé%covef ‘
Agent, and that they had the information of his badge which waé given:as-
Number l79,vand that he was being paid two hundred a montg from.September ";,‘
cf 1962 up through thé‘tiﬁe of the zssassination. I asked what th8>SOurée
of tﬁis was, and he said that he understood the information had bean made
available so that Defense Counsel for Ruby had that information, that he

knew that the press had the iﬁformétion, and he didn't know exactly where

Wade had gotten the information, but he was a former FBI Agent.

That they, that is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficient so

* d

that he was willing to make the statement.

Tord: Carr is the Attorney General.

Feggs: Right, of Texas.

Pzwkin: I brought that tovthe_attention of thé'Chief Justice immediately,-
and he2 said that I should try to get in touch with Carr and ask him to bring -
viadz vp here, 2nd he would be willing to reet with him 2ny time today oxr

toniznt to find out what was the basis of this story. I tried to get Carr
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it e was cut caupadgning Lo Teszrbana cnd 0 Soith, Jnd o L ook uL quite

a while to get back to hii and talk to him. I just got through taiking to
him and he .told me the source of the information was a membar of the preés
who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an undercover agent,
but he now is coming with the information as to his particular number gnd

the amount he was getting and the detail as to the time when the payments
started. Wade said he as well as him did not know thelname of'ﬁhe informant
but he‘coﬁld guess who it was, that it was given to his'assistant, and he éas
sure that he knew, and he said he was trying to check it out tb.get'more
definite information. Carr said that he could brino Wade in some-tiﬁe tﬁe :

first of the week, but in light of the fact that it was this man of the press -;'

and. that they did not thlnk it would be broken by the press 1mmedlate1y,-”
‘although there had beep all kinds of stories down there but Carr said there
were somé 25 to 40 different stories about this beinQ the case admonishing the
pxess themselves, but this was the flrst time that he. got something deflnlte
as to how théy were handling it or how it could be handled by hlmself. But
I was concerned of an undefcover agent.  He thought that the press would hb;
bring the story without some further proof, and they are worging oﬁ"fhat now,
he said. So he thought that if he brought Wade back on Hoﬁday or Tuesday,
that that would still gake care of any major problem. When he first told ué,
he sa2id the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't eveg gotten
this ﬁrom'Wade. He got it from another man that the press would bring it
before we could know about it and the Commission would be asked all kindsl
of questions without having informatioa about it. No& he said Wade told
him tha; the FBI never keeps auny records of nemes.

Hr; ?oggs: Wade is the District Attorney for Dallas County?

Rawkiﬁ: That s Tight. .. e L
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ydu should have the -informatiom..

1

(0:  And the other mzn, Carr, is the Attorney Geac-Jdi?

A: That is right. /
/ Q: And the other people who have knowledge of this story?

A: He indicated that the piess down/%here had knowledge of this story,
end that the information came fro$ some informant who was a press repre-

sentative, and he, that is, Wade, could guess who it was but his assistant’

knew and he never asked him. They were trying to get more explicit information.

A:  Lee, woul& you tell them?

Mr. Dulles: Who ‘were'yOu talking with wuen yéu got this informafibn,
Wade himself? | “ | .

-Aé[jI was_ﬁalking with Carr.

Béggsi Therelis a denial of this in Ene of these FBI records, as yoﬁ‘j
Know. | |

A: Yes,

Cooper: 1In this file we had yesterday, one of the lawyers.for this
fellow who claims to represent —

ﬁoggé: Thornhill, I ﬁhink.

Cooper: Oswald or one of then, Ruby; told abdut this, do you recall it,
he said it was being rumored arcund.

Rawkin: Yes, it was teing rumored that he was an undercover égent. Now
it is something that would be very difficult to prove out. Thgre are events
in connection with this that are éuriOus, in that they might_make it possible

to check some of it out in time. I assume that the FBI records would naver

show it, and if it is true, and of course we don't know, but we thought

N

A: Lee, would you tell the gentlemen the circumstances under which
this story was told?

A: Yes, When it wes first brought to my attention this morning —-
i . ! Tty T e =4 .
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Boggs:"That is after the Ruby episode oé yestefday?

A: That is right. |

0: Yes. : ) -

A: And Mr. Carr said that they had used this éaying before the Court
that they thought they knew why the FBI was so willing to give some of
these records to the Defernse Counsel, and they were - | ing to,the.
Defense Counsel being able to get the records and askiﬁgjtheiCourt to
rule that they couldn't get them. - |

| Q: That is, the District Attorney was?

A: That is rlght, and he said a number éf these fecords were furnished
by the Texas authorltles, and that they should not be given up to fhe Defense
Counsel, and that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby
was because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undefcover agent and
had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred‘a month
and so forth, and that Qas the way it was explained_aslhis justification to the
Court as a basis for determining the records and that that wés the'expuse the
FBI, the reason ths FBI had for being so eager to give the records up. That‘
is the way it was developed. Now Mr. Jaworski, who is éssqciated with the
Lttorney Ceneral working‘on this matter was reportedlto you before, and

, story, I .don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworsxll
and %e said he didn't think Wade WOle say anything like thls unless he had
some substantial information back of it, and thought he could prove it, because
he thought it would ruin many in politics, in Texas, tolpé making such a
claim; and then have it shown that there was nothing to;ig;A  ;: ,_*} - :
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‘: S s orpst  Uo doubt about it, :ﬁuld ruin uny.
A  And Jaworski is an able lawyer, mature and very ccvictent. We have
cowplete confidence,in/ﬁim as a person. Now that is the evzluation of the
AP / |
sictuation. |- ¢
Ford: Hd hasn't made any investigations himself?
A: No, he'has not.
Ford: Was ﬁade or anyone connected with Wade? _
A: No. |
Dulles: Talking abont Story, just a feﬁ minutes ago just telling him I

wasn’'t going to be dovn in Texas, I had told him I was going to bevddwn at

© the time, he didn't indicate that he had anything of any importancé on his

mind. Maybe he won't offer it to him obviously.

Rawkin: I don't know that it was even brought to his attention.

Dulles: I don't believe it was, now. Of course, he is not in the hierarchy.

A: VWell, I think they were planning on telling the Attorney General and

Jaworski.

Ford: How long ago lid they get a feeling that there was some substance to

the rumors that apparently had been -- I just assumed, and I didn't ask them

tha

this morning, and that he was fearful that they would bring in the papers

before we would even get to know about it, and that is the way he was talking

and acting about it.

¢

Cooper: He felt there was ... He didn't know the name of the informant?
_A: Yo, he did not.
- Q: What then would lead him to think it had substance?

j A: Vell, he said that the reason he thought it might have substance was

because Wade had heard these rumors constantly, and his assistant had gotten

-— -
b
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t, that Carr called me and seemed to be in a matter of great urgency'at 11:10
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tlis i-fornation froa the inlormant as to a definite bade nuzber, and the

awdunt &ad the date.

Cocper: liow would you teﬁt this kind of thing? L
, ‘ /
A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establish the

fact in it. I a2m confident that the FBI would never admit it,.Jnd I presnme
their records will never show it, or if their records do shew anything, I
would think their records would show some kind of a number that could be
assigned to a dozen dlfferent people accordlng to how they wanted to dEaClee

them. So that it seemed to me 1f it truly happened he did use postal box:s

practically every place that he went and Lhat would be an ideal way to get

money to anyone that you wanted as an undercover agent, or anybody else that ':1

. - -~

You wanted to do bu31ness that way with w1thout hav*ng any partlcular trans- '

action. -

Ford: There might be people who would see what was going on with that
particular box, because the postal authorities do watch, they have means. of

watching in many places that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as

to what they are doing in these boxes, and they can watch the individuals that
are going in and out. They do that only when they have an occasion totbe
suspicious, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they

night also see other things that they just have to note. That is a possibility.!

¢
i
i
}
|
i
}

Dulles: What was the ostensible mission? I mean when they hire somebody

they hire sonebody for a purpose. It is either. . . Was it to penetrate the

Fair Play for Cuba Committee? That is the only thing I can think of where
they might have use& this man. It would be quite ordinary for me because

they are very careful about the agents they use.: You wouldn't pick up a

fellow like this to do an agent'é.job. You have got ‘to watch out for your -

. MORE
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agents. You have really got to know. Sumotimazs you make & - o]

(1]

Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both tihwe cle~ents of
/ o ’
[ the Co#ﬁunist parties. I mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites
| 5 T an& ﬁibhvthe others. This was a strange circumstance to me;
Dulles: But the FBI get people right inside you know. They don t need -
~ a person like this on the outside. The only place where he d1d any at all
'was with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee.
-b:lfnf'-b Boggs:i of course it is conceivable that he may have been broughb back:'_

from Russia you know.

__ﬁ;ifj ”;;l A: If he was in the employ from 1962, September 1962, up to the time ;,.':

~¢5; of the assa51natlon, it had to start over in Russia, dldn t it, because 2
didn t he get back in February? When did he get back here from Russia? |
A: I think it was February; February of this year.
Q: Of '62. Was it of '62?
A: Oh yes, that is right, it was '62.
Dulles: They have no faciiities, they haven't any people in Russia.

" They may have some people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of

~

L4

their own in Russia.

A: Yes.

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some péople,
sometimes American Communists who go to Russia under tbeir guidance and -
so forth and so on under their control.

Cooper: Of course there are rumors all around Dallas, of course the
FBI is acquanited with rumors too.

.A: One of the éfranoe things that happened, and it may have no bearing'
'i‘n on this at all,zls the facc that this man who is a defector, and who was

. under cbservation at least by the FBI, they.say they saw him frequently, could

"
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Towalk alovt Lhe Iinigration Offlce in Ncv Orleans one day aud comz out thé
: I

n=>t day with a passport that permitted him to 80 to Russia. From my obser-
vations of_the case that have come to us, such passports ar# not passed out

. P
with that ease. !

Dulles: Mr., I think you are wrong on that.

A: i could be.

Dulles: Because the Passports are issued valid for anywhere excent
-spec1fied countries. There is a stamp as I recall that says mot good for
Communist China, North Vietnam and so forth.A For a long time they had on
' the stamp not good for Hungary. But any American, practically any American,
"can get a pa35port that is good for anywhere. An American can travel and ‘

& 5w

Ru551a is one of the countries that you can now travel to.
A: Well, maybe you can. '
Dulles: You can get them quick.

A: I think ow General Counsel and I both have some ‘experience in cases

- that have come before our Court which would 1nd1cate that that isn' t ‘exactly
the fact.};i-

Dulles:-I think in the State Department. . . B

A: They hane great difficulty, some of them, in getting a paesgort ta
go to Russia.

Boggs:.farticularlj for someone who has any Communist . . , ..

A: Oh, yes.

Dnlles: Is there any evidence the State Department“pes:that record in
the files? I don't Ehink that record has ever turned up.

Cooper: They admitted there wasn't any.

A: What record, that he was a defector?
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' Dulles: Yes, 1 don't think the Steee Popavtment or in the Pass port

Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices.

That is one of the things we ought to lock into.

A: The State Department knew he was a defector. They arranged for hom °

to come back.

Dulles: But it don‘t get passport files or the passport records.

They are 1ssu1ng hundreds and chousands of passports. They have their own .-~

partlcular systemr

] A

A: Yes. .

Dulleéf They don' t run around from time a man comes 1£.< If th;j don t ., ; ;
'flnd any clue,‘and they don t according or our'record hére they do;\i find ‘-"  5
any warning clue in his file -- they should have a warning clue in his file
but as I recall they dom't. ' ;;i,-- ; : 4

Cooper: That is what they admitted,‘that they ﬂad-not suéplied.£ﬂe.“
warning.

Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its owm ussually go around -
and inquire. They wait until it is assigned there. Then they follawlit up.

Ccoper: This may be off the point a bit, but as Ix;e—read the report;
the chronology of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that‘he.had gone ‘to
Texas. They learned from'Nrs. Payne: they knew where Mrs. Oswalk was living.
Théy talked with her. They knew where he was working.

' Boggs: Sure. That is all in the file.

Cooper: I kvow.that. I say they knew where he was working;

Boggs: I am sure you went over that material that we recelved a few
B da}s a2go. You will find the report from the FBI dated back last summer,injr

4 v

and months before that and then months after that, why some agent wouldl;

[
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Cooper:  Surec.
A. I think it was in Ootober. ! : Kk

Rawkin: They had a report on many,, they had an agcut go and see him

;
f

when he was in prison. - =/

Boggs: In New Orlgans?
A: in New Orleans.

Q: Right.

A. And he lied to them befo:e the police. He said his wife was a Texas
girl, and he married her in Texas, and a whole strlng of  stuff, and in Dallaﬁ ‘
they had a report prior to that that was deflnltely contrary to it.

Boggs. The fellow Butler, who works for the proflt organizations that e

'Dr. Oxnard heads to disseminate and tie Communist propaganda to Latin Amer—

‘ica, is the one who confronted him on the streets in New Orleans. I kmow

Butler. He is a very fine young man. It was. . . . Butler says that this was
the first time that they establlshed that he had been 1n Russia and that he
had defected at one time and then returned. You have that undoubtedly in your

files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans?

A. Yes..

Boggs: Of course on that.tape -- I listened to that tape =y he gives
the normal Communist line, reaction to everything.

A: That is right.'

Q: The same o0ld stereotyped answer?

A:, Yes.

Coooer: How do:you prooose to meet this situation?.‘

Boggs: Thnis is a serious thing.

MORE

o Er ' B e e e JEIREIIEIRE o IR RN S SRR L vens ceem mme—

o2 R



- do that. They claim that they don't eveluate, and it is uniform . .ﬂ:z}a:"i;iA

A: I thoughc fizst yeu should know zbout it. Secondly, thzre is this

il

rector too that a consideration, that is somewhat an issue in this

/
case, and I suppose you are all aware of it. That is that the FBI is very

explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assassin, and they are v%ry.

explicit that there was no conspiracy, and they are also saying in the sae

=

=

place that they are continuing their investigation. < Now in ny experience of
glmost nine years, in the first place it is hard to get them to say when you
think you have got a case tight enough to coavict somebody,'tha; that is the -

person that committed the crime. In my experience with the FBI they don't

+ : *

prior experience that they don't do that. Secondly, they have not runmout}§_;ij'*
y . . z -

e

2ll kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could i gi %
probably -—— It is not our business, it is the very —- ) _; 4

Dulles: What is that?

A: They haven't run out all the leads on the information
and they could probably say -- that isn'£.0ur business.

Q: Yes.

A: But they are concluding that there can't be a conspiracy wiéhout
those being run out. !low that is not v from my xperignce with
the FBI. ‘ ' :

Q: It is not. You are quite right. I have‘seen a great wmany reporté.

‘A: Why are they so eager to make bqth of those conclusions] both in
the original report and their experimeatal report,‘which is such a departure.
Now that is just circumstantial evidence, and it d0q't prove anything zbout.

this, but it raises questions. We have to try to find out what they have

say that would give any support to the story, and report it to you.




Yerd: | VWho vould know il anyody would ia ghs  Sus.ean sve such an : -
arvaagelent?
A: I think that there are several. FProbably lir. Belmont would know
& l )
every undercover agent.
|
Q: Belmont?
¢ Yes.

Q: ‘An informer élso would you say?

A: Yes, I would think So0. He is the Special sécurity, of the division.

Dulles.' Yes, I know.

A: And he is an able man. But Qhen the Chief Justice and I were‘Just :3' L
briefly reflecting on this we sa1d if that was true and it ever came out andv » . ”
could be established, then you would have people think that there»was a
conspiracy to accompiish this assassination that nothing the Cohmission
did or anybody could dissipate. o ' ' - %

Boggs: You are so right.

Dulles: .Oh, terrible.

Boggs: Its implications of this are fantastic, don't you think so?

~

A: Terrific.
Pawkin: To have anybody admit to it, cven if it was the fact, I am
sure that there wouldn't at this point be anything to prove it.
Dulles: Lee, if this were true, why would it be particularly in theif '
interest -- I could see it would be in their interest to get rid of this
ran but why would it be in their intéfest to say he is clearly the only
guilty one? I mean Itdqn't see that argument that you raise particularly
shows an interest.

Boggs: I can icmediately —— . . ‘

A: They would like to have us fold up and quit,

o S MORE
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~3uezvo: This closes the case, you see. Den't you scc? ' B
vin . / N
kitlles:  Yes, 1 sce that. ;
/ :
Rawicin: They found the man. There is nothing niore to do. THe ) *

o~

.

Ccuszission supports tﬁeir conclusions, and we can go cn dome and.ehat is
the end of it. |

Dulles: But that puts the men right on them. If he was not ehe.killer
and they employed him, they are alfeady it, you see. So your argutient ie
correct if they'ée sure that this is going to close the case, but_ii'it'

den't close the case, they are worse off than ever by doing this. o ;’

Boggs: Yes, I would think so. --And of course, we are all even gamlng

in the realm of speculation. I an t even llke to see this belnn taken dowm.

Dulles: Yes. I think this eord ocought to be destroyed. Do you think

we need a record of this.

B e« + oy
v -:' f' : . .
A: I don't, except that we 1d we' woﬁld ve records of meetings and
g B b ,_\.\u \ it 1

so we called the reporter in th-« formal(ﬁgy. If you think what we have
oLNEY } " X

said here should not be upon thew%gganiiﬁﬁﬁaﬁh'ﬁgve it done that way. Of

> 1V

—_ i
“ U A lwa g
LI .'wm..;am r‘é s

Dulles: I am just thinking of sending around copies and so forth. The

cource it might. . . . ~ e

only copies of this record should be kept right here.

s: I would hope that none of these records are circulated to anybody.

-

o
W]
02

A: I would hope so too.
Rewkin: We also give them to you Commissoners. Now if you dom't want

them, those are the only ones who get them but Sides’himself: off the record.
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