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FR0t'1: SAC, ATLANTA (44- 4685) (ftLJC) 

SUBJECT~ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
·· CR 

Re Atlanta nitel to FBIHQ and Birmingham, 8/3/76. 

Enclosed for FBIHQ are five copies of an LHM plus 
one. Xe:rox copy of 29 pages of material furnished by the 
Atlanta Police Department to the Atlanta FBI in April, 1968. 

As pointed .out in referenced Atlanta nitel, on · 
the C\orning of 8/2/76, five members of the Task Force of 
the Office of Professi.itn~l Responsibility (OPR), Department 
o[ Justice, arrived in'1:h'~anta FBI Office to review 
Atlanta's file on th.,.e ~ruRKIN investigation. All the volumes 
of this file, namelyll:tiarrta 44- 2386, were m~.de available to 
the. Task FotcE: members for their review. During lhis review, 
Task Force n1en1u1::r JAMES WALKER, on 8/3/76, requested a Xerox 
copy of two serials in this file, namely 44-2386- 1214 and 
1215, ~1ich consisted of 29 pages of material furnished to 
the Atlanta Flll .Office in April, 1968, relatj~e to people · 
\<.'ho in the p:i.st hsd thrca~ened the lif1:: of NAP.TIN LUTHER 
KING. A Xerox copy of this material was furn!.shed to Mr . · 
WALKER, Atlanta is enclosing one copy of this mateQJ!} . 
for FBHlQ with this airtel. . . · . .._~, 

. ·In Hddition, as shown in ref~rcnced Atlm~a 'Vt'f-r.t..dfw16 . 
t'he Task Force members also interviewed SA O. RICU_f~~D 1 , · 
HAMILTON on 8/3/76, as he was the case agent in the 11URKI:N __ 
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n: n E n AL IJUII F.A U 01-' I NVESTIGATI O N 

Atlunta, Georgia 
August 3 , 1976 ·.;,, 

In /1,1,ly , l'r•• ll•Jrr co FiJ• N o. 

, .... ,,.... ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR MARTIN 
LUTHtR KING , JR . 

On August 3, 1976, Special Agent O. Richard _ 
Hamilton was interviewed in the Atlanta, Georgia, Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) by four· 
attorneys from the U.S. Department of Justice. SA 
Hamilton was interviewed regarding the above-captioned 
matter inasmuch as the case had been assigned to him at 
one time. 

The attorneys asked Hamilton at what point in the 
investigation the case was assigned to him. Hamilton 
advised he did not recall the date the case was assigned 
to him; however, it was after James Earl Ray had been . 
identified and apprehended. They inquired of Hamilton as 
to how he could insure that all appropriate leads were 
covered and investigated regarding the assassination of 
King. Hamilton explained to the attorneys that this 
investigation was handled as a "Special" in Atlanta, · that 
separate indices were maintained containing the names of 
all pertinent individuals and organizations which came to 
the attentl.on of the Atlimta Office in connection with 
that investigation. He explained the use of lead ·cards 
which were 111a i ntained in duplic;:.ate, that a master lead card 
was retained with a copy attached to a particular serial 
containing a specific lead arid this was assigned to a 
Special Agent to cover the lead set out in the serial. 
He advised the coverage of that lead by the agent to whom 
it was assigned was reflected through a written memorandum 
or other appropriate conununication with reference made 
Ll1erein to the serial containing the lead. Hrunilton 
advised the ai::,ent covering the lead then indicated the . 
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ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR 
TIN LUTIIER KING , JR. 

ead had been covered on his copy of the lead card. 1· 
wnilton explained that various agents were responsible 

for conducting neighborhood investigations, contacting . 
or maintaining liaison with local police, and to con
ducting other pertinent phases of the investigation. 
He explained the captioned case was the priority inves• 
tigation in the Atlanta Office at that time and that 
almost every agent was assigned to working on some phase 
of the investigation. 

The attorneys inquired as to how the FBI develop ed 
information that Ray, then known as Eric Starvo Galt, was 
residing in a rooming house on 14th Street. Hamilton noted 
that this investigation occurred more than eight years ago, 
that he has not since reviewed the file and although he was· 
not exactly sure, according to his best recollection the . 
investigation reflected an individual in the apartment area 
where Ray parked·a Mustan$ automobile saw Ray park it and 
get in a taxicab. According to Hamilton's best recollection, 
the ensuing investigation by the FBI through taxicab com
panies reflected Ray was taken to the 14th Street address • . 
Hamilton assured them this may not be the way it occurred 
but these were the facts as he recalled them. One of the 
attorneys indicated that information is not reflected in 
·the file. 

The attorneys asked· Hamilton what the FBI did 
with .the Mustang which was used by Ray. Hamilton advised 
them the FBI in Atlanta turned the Mustang over to Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police officers, who returned it to Memphis. 
The attorneys asked whether the Memphis Police drove it 
back or took it in a van, to which l!am:Llton repl-ied they · 
drove it to Memphis. The attorneys raised a question that 
since it was not used in the trial of Ray, why the car was 
turned over to the Memphis Police . Hamilton replied that 
Ray was tried by the State of Tennessee, and that they 
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requested the Muston$ be released to them in the event it 
should be use~ as evidence, and this was done . 

!
' I The attorneys asked Hamilton if it ever became a . :.:.;.r ... <.:_: 

.. problem in his mind or a question to the FBI as to how Ray ~ , 
lived from day to day since he was an escaped prisoner.. . ~1 < 
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ASSnSSINATION Of DOCTOR 

f,
TlN LUll!ER KING, JR, I 
ilton advised he did not know how Ray lived or his source 
income; however, pointed out that Ray has an extensive I · 

arrest and conviction record for robbery, burglary, and 
other crimes and that many fugitives finance their living 
through armed robberies and burglaries . One of the · 
attorneys asked if Ruy couunittcd nwnerous robberies, · · 
would he not get caught, and then the attorney asked what 
the solution rate usually is regarding the offense of . 
robbery, · Hamilton advised him he understands the Atlanta 
Police Department has about a 50 percent solution rate on 
robberies and a lesser percent on burglaries and that this 
was probably about . in line with the solution rate for 
these crimes in most cities. Hamilton also pointed out_ 
that Ray had resided in various other areas of the country 
while in his escaped status and that he was not personally 
aware of investigation conducted by other field offices 
regarding Ray's source of income. 

In response to Hamilton's inquiry of them as to 
wh..it they felt ,-,ould be Ray's source of income, they 
replied that it was possible that Ray had been paid by 
someone to kill King in which case there would be a con
spiracy, which would present a problem for the FBI. Hamilton 
advised them that investigation by the FBI in Atlanta was 
.always alert for evidence of a conspiracy, that no such 
evidence was developed during the investigation in Atlanta, 
and that if such evidence had been developed, it would have . 
been thoroughly investigated. 

The interview was concluded at that point. The 
interview lasted from approximately 12:00 noon to approxi
mately 12:20 PM on August 3, 1976. 
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