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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

  

Piaintiff, 

CIVIL ACTION 

et al, 78-0249 

Defendants. 
/ 

ANSWER 

FIRST DEFENSE 

FOURTH DEFENSE 

- In answer to the numbered paragraphs of the Complaint, 

defendants admit, deny and aver as follows: 

  

1. This paragraph contains plaintiff's characteriza- 

tion of this action and does not contain allegations of 

fact for which an answer is required, but insofar as an 

answer is deemed required it is denied. 

   



  

      
     

    

   
      

    
   

2 befendants are without knowledge or information 

sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the averments 

in this paragraph. Accordingly, they are denied, 

“3. Denied, except to admit that Clarence ¥. Kelley was 

formerly the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi 

  

gation. 

4. Admitted. 

5, Admitted. 

Admitted. 

Denied, except to admit ‘that defendant Federal 

“Bureau of “Investigation received a letter from plaintiff 

  

dated December 6, 1977, a true and correct copy of which 

is attached hereto as Exhibit I, to which the Court is   

x spect fully referred for a full and complete statement of 

  

. ‘the. contents thereof. 

8. This paragraph contains allegations of fact and 

a conclusion of law. Insofar as this paragraph contains 

  

allegations of fact they are admitted, and defendants 

“4 further aver that letters- dated February 21, 1978 and 

‘ieten 6, 1978, were sent to plaintiff. These Lethers are 

attached hereto as Exhibits 2 and 3, to which the Court 

is respectfully referred for a complete and accurate 

statement: of the contents thereof. Insofar as this para- 

graph contains a conclusion of law, no answer is required, 

4 = but insofar as an answer is deemed required, it is denied. 

. Any allegations not hereinbefore admitted or denied 

are denied. 

Defendants deny that plaintiff is entitled to the 

relief sought in the Complaint or to any relief whatsoever. 
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     WHEREFORE, defendants having fully answered, pray 

that the action be dismissed with prejudice and that 

defendants be granted their costs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ot = 

A we te en GLEE ES “eo RO 5, 
PARBARA ALLEN BABCOCK 
Assistant Attorney General - 

EARL J. SILBERT 
United States Attorney 

- eo : oy ic ? 

Lael pag on ae Nee 
“SYENE K. “ZUSHAN <= 

Ad Aids, 
EMORY IZ BMILEY 

Attorneys, separenent’, of Justice 
Information and Privacy Section 
Washington, D. Cc. 20530 
Tel: 739- 3664 

Attorneys for defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that he served 

the foregoing Answer upon plaintiff by depositing a copy 

therecf in the United States mail, first class, postage 

prepaid, to: 

James Hiram Lesar, Esquire 
910 16th Street, N.W. 
Suite 600 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

this 15th day of March, 1978.    
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

. WASHINGTON, D.C. 26530 
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FEB 21 IS78 
Mr. Harold Weisberg . wn 
Route 12 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

_ Dear Mr. Weisberg: - 

This acknowledges receipt of your letter dated January 19, 
1978, concerning the letter you received from Special Agent 
McCreight dated January 18, 1978, and the fact that you have 
received no determination on your request to the-Federal Bureau 

. O£ Investigation dated December 6, 1977, seeking access to the 

Bureau's worksheets on the Kennedy assassination records. ~ 

2 ,. As you know, this Office ordinarily responds to appeals 
-" “based on a lack of a component response to a request with a 

- letter that merely expresses our inability to conduct initial 
_ record reviews, indicates that we will monitor the processing 

‘. o£ the initial request, and advises the requester of his right 
* to seek judicial relief. In this case, however, I intend to 

.... proceed somewhat differently and to maintain your appeal as to 

+ .the December 6 request in an open status. It has been assigned 
. Number 8-0242 and I intend to hold the file personally. Even 

. prior to the receipt of your letter of January 19, I had been 
- discussing with the Bureau the matter of the possible release 

of its worksheets; that was in a general sense -- not just the 

Kennedy case -- and resulted from my testimony before the 

Abourezk Subcommittee late last year. At that time, former 
_ Deputy Attorney General Flaherty and I assured the Subcommittee 
‘that we would give serious attention to the problem of giving 

- yequesters more information, at the initial stage, about the 

nature and quantity of records to which access is denied. I 

have given this problem considerable attention over the past 

_ several months, in discussions with personnel from the I.B.I. 

*. and other components of the Department as well. Pending resolu- 

tion of the matter, I intend personally to hold appeals involving 

"explanatory" records. ‘ ‘ 

    

With respect to the actual Kennedy assassination work- 

sheets, it may possibly turn out not to be necessary for me to 

act formally. The Bureau is still considering whether to put 

L4 . 4 . 
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sess, . ee ee . 

."clean” copies of the final version of these items into the 
_,xeading room and otherwise to make them available to interes ted 
‘persons. A final decision should be made by the “Bureau in the 
relatively near future. In the event the decision is* negative, 
I will then treat your letter of January 19 as én appeal on the 
merits and we will adjudicate on a formal basis the issue of 
access to the worksheets. 

- With respect to the excisions from the released Kennedy 
records, it shovld be cbvious that this Office would also prefer 

-. to address any possible issues in the context of specific exemp- 
*-.- tions and specific documents. This wight permit an efficacious 

appeals procedure to operate -~ there is no way my staff and I 

could do a line-by-line review of all excisions from all of these 
tens of thousands of pages. Accordingly,.pending resoluticn of 
the worksheets issue, I will treat your letter of January 19 as a 

Z protective appeal encompassing any Kennedy assassination records 
~““". as to which you ultimately decide to, appeal. 

  

   

      

/ As indicated above, I do not anticipate that the decision 
on access to the Kennedy worksheets will be overly delayed. 

_ Should there be any interim developments, I will keep you 
' advised. - 

_ Because this response is not a grant of access to the 
ate worksheets, I remind you that you have the right to seek judicial 

relief in the United States District Court for the judicial dis- 
“2° ¢riet in which you reside or have a principal place oz business, 

or in the District of Columbia, ween is where _ the HORCSheR is 

a wen. seek are located. : 

“Sincerely, . 

Balad ate ets Benjamin R. Civiletti 
oo , Acting Deputy Attorney General 

      

  

ae es oe ot: Bye 2 4 ; :. 
ee RP ON Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., Director: 

, Office of Privacy and Information Appeals 

cc: James Lesar, Esquire - . 
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March 6, 1978 °° - 

  

“.. ° My. Harold Veishorg 
Route 12 . Be, . ® . 

.Frederick, iaryland 21702 : : a, . 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: : OR SASS PS BE Bm oes 

we Ge ".° Reference is made to your Ictter Gated December 4; 
; .1977, in which vou sought access to the Federal Bureau of 

‘' > Ynvestiqation's (#81) inventory workshents on the Kennedy 

. Assassination records pursuant to the Freedom of Information- 
Privacy Acts. ee ‘ . 

    

i, 2 ee We have a large volume of recusests sinilax to yours. 
a In view of this, some Gclay in making a Final response to 

. your reqnest may ba antichuated. Ploase be aasured that we 
piel. are making every effort to precess your request promotly. 

cae Your patience and aerstandirng of this u navoidable delay 
will be appreciat .     

  

    : . Your request has been assianed ainber 62,054 
_. Which. you are requested to utilize in any correspondence .- 

tae "" with this Bureau regarding your request. tt ee ee 
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