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•. ,r. Alleil H. ?cCrai ;_:;ht; ~hicf 
FOIA/ .PA .hra:ich 
FE! 

Dear i::r. ,icCruight, 

lle:62,054 

i:(t . 12, Fredorick, ,·,d . 21701 
'3/ 8/78 

It 00 :;-hu.ul:, .ia3 tliou;;.htfu.1 !) t' you to w.:dto u1e af'tex· a ik~:..·~ tnre~ .,n,.mtil_s ( Co the 
<l.'.ly, that i1; 1 an•l to i,iclud.~ a p-reciouo uon-atj_queturs 

"\fo have 3 l r r .:;;e !lLtmber ,)f :..4 0questn oi.::ilu:r to yours, In Vi1m of this , :c;om:l dolny 
in maki:,f; ;,. f:lJ1.al l'CSf0il.'.l•J l;o 1ou:1· requeot i..,uy bo P.nticipated.. ;-i 

~f :1ou had not exp.l.a:fJ11;d it I mii:.;bt hl'l-:) C·'3.:\.:-:l1;d.ed tt.x+: thrao mrn1ths w,,\:J u. h·,~:.c1y 
tf~ome ,.\t'llay. ff 

How 1:Wo'l", l 1d np,ireciat c an e::;plwiation of your ex:pl©ation. 1-ly r,d,nd is lii:l.ited. 1y 
e.n. i:iabili ty to think i.uI/ Ii'01A-PA. I u ·~eroforo sec no COf.!ncctio,: bwtweGu the nwnber of 
rcq_?lests ( whi<}h "- note you d.o not tlf:Ml'ibe as identical) and dolay. (You later call it 
"unavoidable delay. If you can fi ud tirm Ifd like to know why it ooulr! no t b ,· ,1voi:lod. . ) 

If J. .ior r:; to tnke your 1-. ttcr litomUy, as experience rw.s taught me !lQt t0 do 1,ith 
1".3I li'oia lotters , I'd bg _please to lmow of ~ a ls.rge nUl!J1x-,r of 'l."(i-quest.o " for th•3 recorda 
Nlating to the roL·aso of tl1e releasod. J'J!'K as rias,; i nation ~oord!.I all wri tter. prior to 
thtr fi ~·ut of thMiO roloosea. 

1:f ! ~m~·,: t,, htiw li'.3I POI.t'J. L:i".;t;r}r:.i li torally 1 1 cl expect t h;xt r.ry l ette:r of t;·~~<c 
months ugo a:K tb~ rcqu1:1uts i n. it were rG ~j:,onJ.oJ tr> i n o.r.c';,..:, r of :r,Jce3-pt ... lu.a is ,ti'w.t .... 
you.r .tJru.nch iJ!,d. the Dc·pt.i.~t ;;.1.-m1; hr:.V,J swor.n to ~1i th s<HilCT" f.:.·l!')q_Lvmcy. 

You ,~sk me to i
11Je an;;UI•0d thu t ~1e are li'.uY.:U1i-?: o-Y·ery ei'fo:rt to proce.s8 your iv.:que:~t 

pr.oTI1pU;;,·. 11 I ,,(;ulr.\ lE:,) t.:; b...:? ul,l(' ·~o acce•pt t ,dn nssUI·o.nce. l!e:rlw.ps an ex~ol.rmation of 
the r(liasoua fox· this 11 unnv~idabie delay" c')ul~l. h1:lp both my "1)atienc~ awl undc:rs-:r,nding-. 11 

Ii' not wy _pati.:.,uoe, s urely my WJdm:stHnding. iJ. good. bc g-.1;nin.:; p(>:uJ.~ ri-1£.~ht be tm cxpL.ul.':.tion 
uf th.ii 11 u;.~voitiatly ztf,;loy" .in dviu~ what io n,quireci if · you crumo t comp .• :, \ti thin the 
utatutozy tLm , (!:ir..pluin Lu.for., 'vbi alloted t:LT.,11 a::-i:~ire.s. 

If you. had perhap11 I 'd rwt havo filed. C.A.'7&-024-9 f\ mont.h u:::o. ,:.,r to put this 
another :my, u.ftor more than f:5.vtJ wee th~ tima p~:.-..i.t +,tnd fn.r resr.o:nn•:!• 

Whi.L you h l'l.l mr:.kiei.:~ explmi.atiou:::, i.f you tlo • yoil mj.gllt want t o r orur,r;,!Jer tha. t 1-, }1en 

you cl.id. not re;;;ponu 1;,.y <.!OU:ts#l ai:;ked. 1'01· add.i. tio.ual infor.:2.-1.tion unde::r dato of J~1.ua1·y 28. 
A month later ~·ou provided sc::ieth:i.ng les~ thu .. -. o r~sJJOnae, ~ftex this iai;t 3nt cau;;;a lwd 
bean filotl. A le$\' ohari table pe:rson id.ght oolievo t.ha t you prov:!.d.r~d no i:nforrue.t;ion a t 
all. You did pl"ovido but u .sin;slc record and it dons not prov:icfr1 ~h:i inforP.'.<'l.tion T.e·:J_'.l.'-'!lted, 
bv.t 1t i :1 :·, faot tr...?.t it ~a8 :1 recoril rnd it wa~ providad. 

I have como to ~ppreoiat r~ that te tho FBI stHtiatics p.rovic!.~s lit}at it reto1.nlis aa an 
answer torl al.l qu0sUons. wh2a ther ao o. palliative or 8 soporific !Jtutis tica i"' t hi~ FDI 'a 
way of aa.ying it did a thorough joh. TJ::.us in th~ Kin.:t anc: a ssination, a !:':Uhj1::ct in which I 
h.<We coni;idqrtibl,e in"tarui?.t,i, as I t.;;li~v,, you r~ra mrnre, I 1:ll:l to b8lioVP, l !ln<i all -tho 
wo:dd ,,ith rr.0 ) that j, t i~ of .no consQr1ucmco thnt the .fi':31, t o cite a convoninnt illu~t:ration, 
did not swab th,1 barrel of thi1 r:l.fl') nllogecUy u3ed to kill Dr. King, to determine whether 
or not it lu:,.tl b,wu fired Ncentl:r. llor did it obtain s?<,1c1.l:!ens for comp::.riaon by test 
firl....111.;. !fot that i~ tlid not in tlw.) end fire tr.tit rifle. Was it not tlHOU5h tbn.t it owatlbed 
the.! barrel of the riflu it had already esfablished could not h.we bet::n firod to d•.: ter!.fd.m-1, 
if you wi 11 e:xouse t !1.e exp.ression, whother or not it ht\d been fir.ad recently. 'I'he unr.:;wor 
l:i.<:!S in the 8t.'ltistics. 'l'heso tabu.l.;,.te <111 the ma.'1-hOurr;, , 1xdd unJ u11p,:1i<l, SJJ1;mt in 
inv,o,stigating c:very known irrclovancy, every nut cominunication, evon all thi:=; r,;,ports if .. nown 
in ,.::i!"ll.!llC;j to b t; fe.13~) a nd b0salGss. 
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11' I ru~ not itnpr<'?s~etl by thn factu!tl huomation that I hnvo to.m uble to ro~d I 
must conicns th~t the officacy of your soportf;l.o iiJ ovor-.;hellllin~. Yt is n roodorn marvel 
of V:31 policv sdonco. i.iave yau thought of wi thholJinii it in the futlll'e undm' th:; clflim 
of ( r, ) ( 7) l L )? 

'l'he quaa t:ton my coW1stsl l-l:'.lked, in .;roll!.' owr1 forinulc.tion, has to do Hi th ''uetuilin.; 
tho e:.q:ient\itUN'! of mortt than ;~180,000 in proce~sing cot'lts." If ytJur cmmscl did not inform 
you t,w ju<lr:,:, ex~rc~sood. tl.'l tritcrnst in kn:ioing t.h!l ~.ctl4'll costn in r;;.y C.,.._ 7'/-?.155. ;.~ of 
1/16/:m y0w.· Qourwel wa~ not able to }lrovidH this it1fomJ1tion. 

'IhB G\ehl01-nn<iim y,:m pr•ovidt.'<i ci.oos no i, &.<3 l uw.l'iirSt-:' • .ud tt.,.; ',iv:Nl "eJ.c.,tuil" h0,1 tho 
SUP. w,s X'l':l~!.;b0d. i J,:i.E1 WfJ.H <al a~1.>t1rture frt)J,1 tho Yu:i:. ' s atati3tic;.J. ap2rou,:h. It in f.:;.ct 
coiltaina no stt1t.i8tiC(1. It ,l0,1"' sey that th1i .fo.c~0~ inclt11l!!tl to0.l., :lJd;o f\CCOtmt "11,n~hi.no 
rrn1t.:\ln ft.rr ~-.h.k copie.r11. 

IJ: you run ted. nny a :~.;,t;~n ~;1,41,cJ:rl .. 1~ea for t ':n t CO}J~,ti ns th(~ Iii<:LJI') do0n r:.o ~; ao .~1-ti .-.to. If J.-:he 
l"='ri 1; ,;l of tht: 011:!mti.tii;~ !l!nolrl.t.J.OS is pnid ewm if thos~ ri,~0hit!9:J · are v.o'\: !.l~t,d for a sinc;le 
co9y th.Ht E.1ls1J is r:.ot jJ1diccJtod . l,n1.i U' a l:.rg.:.i riL:U.bei:- is the r,,in:lnu:u num.'uor of co,,ien 
prior to 1:,ny a,lJ.ecl clw.rge for ,;;oi;i~... ;;bel'eufte,·, thi s -~\lsn .i.~ uot ino.Jct tel'. 

f ,·anlr.ly, f'ror,: 11,y pd.or e;..p;Jrlenr.Klo I'd J:.1\VO ex:,Jactocl 1:10:r,:, ex;.:ilici t ~ta tistie:3 ~·rorJ 
th~.i F''.JI' s coHpi1.:::r. oi s !;,'.l.Unti~,. I ~ouH nl)t, hm1r.w~r, bu.vs:- e:,;1x,i;ted. tho req_uc.:'.tetl roco:~-d.s, 
thNJe -roqviretl fox· t.t11, ·prElpo.re.tion o t' thin one iwnt. };10 th1·0!.tgh :r:y cow.i:-x,l. 'l'lb mv::; re .<>0nded 
M ~:ply and Bt::·.~ist,tf\ :irw:.!l'dly wot,ld di .. .inish th,) m.u1-hou.rs requ:\.:red <'.l:1·\ t!me th:: c'.r:.tt.re 
thrv.at ::)f th,_. atat:b,tica oporrition. 

0nG cost fac ~01· !lot L·1c.1 ~1dad, tlrl.;: i~' }LlO z_:po.o:~ifi~=", t~ "th~=- .additiryn~il ··~,roc()~n)tUti 
t hat i-i J.l.L b" u~e0.:;.,~ry a::i !l :r:o;;;u1 t or tl1e i:t;.l f-' r.ori:Jt.\ toly 60 :M\.ua3t~ of 'f;{riou:; sec~ .... " 
fox· foui;a or oo;ue of t 1:.ot16t records .. 

lk,.:.::,.l..c,o yo.1 :,.r.~:i a. ; t l1ou,.::h t.ful u.,d •:::0n ...;ide ,·:to n:J I. a<itect L~ :raspond:Lvig , if l r,w:y 
<k,11 y r1ltr· _1,,·~ to:i.· ·t1-..a.t, ill a ,nere th2'etis :~o:uths., I · .. ·1 ,.nl } li '~·; ~;c, ~xt-:m-1 so::·3 oon:.:iidm:cttion 
to :you. :r:ou.r <;Ouiw,11 1;.u'./cJ tliw~u t:cj,.:;:.,11:/ o i.; .,.)1Jit-:-, uas~r,1ti.C(:e tr; ti-1.' .;Jdgt1 in G.A.Tr'-2155. 
I t.lo no t hitV~1 t.ii-..; ti.1l:iu .... 0;.-'lipt t t .ux•oforLl c~100t G.i v0 it t ., you vi:J.7 'i-1c, tir:, . 3:.1 ~ J. ,:10. ' \a'€ you 
ill-~ .rt~ .:.}!"~Dr)Yl td t:lt>:; ~ a .. ifC .'iU IJ. .i.3 '-!ur:'eJ(.!t., 

'.l.'h.i.o 1e1er,o ,tof:.; not :rn.'.: ~n bv ~ clo1Jf-l t o h~.1lf r>f t :10!10 (iO "t",igue.eto o,1·e fro,-;J JJz,,, so1nij 
bud:: 11 decar}s .,;1.nc; 1). 11 t tL, mor,, in ~o;:!fl c!\nea. \./ould you hd kinlt 0nou.-· h ·to let mo kllo1:1 
whon 1 i m:y expect ni.1 ;;iti.:...-t of this "~_nditionlll p1·0,::o~,ai111: th:J.t will ba nucessary·t 11 Uri a. 
ch,:ono].oGLce.1 b.:.iais, l P::'.'D :iui::e. 

In refu:Jin.r t ,> re~1;.m1t fo:r "any doctucl.nt listing or oum:·or~.zin;t. .T!'CIA r .. :que:·'l:!:• for 
mate1~als on Prf:ei<knt ~,~r,nedy1 [, i).a~~.enination," y?u cite (1'.))( 6), " nv-.teri,<tle contained in 
eon2i t:!. VH l'£1Cords ~mc!l u.s ::ie:rsonr..el or t,,)<UcaJ. f1 lee, th::i dinclosurr~ of d1:i.c-h would 
cci.:~i tute v. clr::::..r-ly um,;ur;'tmtt .. ·d invasion of p..r~r:,mal pr1.vacy." 

1: had 001;;-e COJ1C,H"fi io1: TTr.:f "pe,:·souul p.L'ivucy. 11 r &.1£,> r:~;;~t'!l'JC. Fur fabricn.t:i.on~ 
about mtJ aa ttcl,~arl;r W'Marrnntod." vlht~n 1 ob ·,.urH,d fl few ol:' thc ·"e rm:ordf! froie yot:.r 
:t!r1:m.ch I wrota and _prov:l.ded corrcot:ion~, ineluo.:!.ng l;'ecord:i I h:~d not been n:r.oviclor:l.. ! 
rcce:i·:·0·-~ no r 0s:.:,ona{~. Ttor,"n.ft '.: l'.'• r;r~d pdo!' to n-.:,,1 1>\Jc~r.:bm· 6 1,,: ttm·, my counsel .ilso wrote 
ruhi p1,int(,, :. out i; . a t I dn ln vc r:! .;-:1~tn, 1~.r;:lndin.x: un(for tbe "riVH"-.Y Act • If h~ r.-AGeived 
EJ."!'.Y re:1ponr.~ }. am not ,:r;i-1:1re of :tt .. Pn t 1'. e,::. ~.W.'.).J"e of t!1e discl.oau:re of 11a cl<.'!8.l"ly un\'!nr
r·antod i1w&.1..don or 1..e1'a ,1flr1.l i:i:·iv,.:...oy," u:.:j ·,;i£e 1 ;:; ~nc. mine, fro,:; !:h~ ,r,:,lvntary , by th~, .b'HI) 
cti i'Jclo;:u1~l)s. or i te f a1jrienUc,1.s ,_,,d .::il.otortior.1.-; ·.~ ur.qut::~1ticmrnl f s.ct. 

;'i o it' you wou~d pleaso add on.~ nore explanation 1 1 d lli,e v,~r y mur,h t o kn.o,; how tlw1--e 
if.l a t•o.10 .. !rl:; u~wm·ranted inva..:ili.on of p;,;c~~onal privt1cy" in ~rovi ,.;inc i".:~ :~i th ''any d. ocu-
1;, .nt llBtin:1: \J l' SW,ki ri:d.n~ ~='0J}i. ::i:equ.eats" ilHd is 1101;1.n l>l,a~ :;ou h.w . r0be:~<.f,-<l. £!bout me --
wHhotre h.:1v:l.n,; i-e,,ponded to ,1y letters O!' tru1.t ()f rw cotmsel.Pri'rncy t'or ll .list but no{; 
i\ ,r t,?o ),:aplo • .cavir,c r«·,i ther a _-,t~t: riec;rec nor ,m F.:JI education I rlo not w 11! e·cr,;t." .. !'ld this. 

Since!'o::ly, lhrold \..'e:i :-;be.rg 


