
. . Ii 
!l· :: 
l! 
I! 

II 

IN TH::: UNITED ST.\TES DISTaICT COL"lT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLl.i,lBIA 

if M. 
I, 

ll. SCHNAPPER, °Editor, Publi~ Affairs ?ress · . . · · ----. (.;,.aft) 
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fl 
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419 New Jersey Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. i0003 
Plaintiff. 

v. 

WILLLA..M :::. FOLEY, Director, Adcinistrative Office of the 
United States Courts 

Supreme Court Building 
t~ashington, D.C. 20544 

.~-·,- ·- ~ 

JJI ?Ull!.IC 3:lOADCASTrnG SERVICE 
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A District of Co~ucbia Corporation 

\~(u. I z -\ "'>-'7'~ 

N.~:~t-~i('l 
:·--: . 

475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
II Washington, O.C. 20024 

II · NETROPOLI'!A,'T P I'i'TS BURGH PUBLIC BROADCASTL.'<C, INC. 
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Station WQED 
40602 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, ·Pennsylvania 

Defendants. 

15213 

l. This Court has jurisdict:ion under 28 U.S.C. Sections 604, 
1331, 1337, 1338, and 1361. 

2. This is an action seeking to compel the Deiendants frc:n 
restricting public access to officially funded films> recordings, and· 
broadc&sts ilbout the Sup~cr::e Ccu:-: uncle:: an i~propa;: co:i.Cracc by a~~C be- · 
tween the Administrative Office of the United States Court$ and the }~t=o-
polit~n Pittsbur~h BZ-o;ldc.:isting, Inc. d3t.:?.:! .r:.b0uc ~~::c:l 17, 1~76. Said 
property was produced wholly with funds (approximately $500,000) appropri
a~ed by Congress for tha purpose o : en~blihg tha Supre~e Court to: 

\I 
ii 
!I 
ji (a ) Pa::ticipzte in the Xatio:1. 1 s biccnt.erinial ci.n:aivc;:sa::.-y; 
Jj (b) and pro;.;ote public understa-dding of the Constitt..~ion of the U:i.icec! 
:

1 

States. 

II 

11 :: :::i:::::. 0:. t:~ ::::::p::. c::t::::::y o::::::c $::::::~00. 
jl Press, publisher of educational books · and pa:nphlets co:-,cerned with govern-

1111l '"e.1tal activities. 

5. Ocfondsnt, Williat:1 E. Foley, is Director of the A<l::-,inis
il trative Office of the t.:c.ited States Courts, which is ,m agency of the 
p Uriit:ed Scates Cnvcrnment having ·of.ficial headquartci:"s id. ~.fc:is~!.ugcon. 
,: District of Columbia . 
ji 
;j 6. Defcn<lal'.t, Public Broadcasting Service, is a corporation 
J: of the District of Colu~bia and is concerned with li:::ited distriba=ion 
p .:i:.d limited broadcast of five C'.Ovie fil:::s entitled "Equ;.l Juscice u.-.cier L..w". 
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7. D~ fendnnt, Metropolit2n ?ittsbu:gh Public 
I~c., is a Pcn~sylvani~ Public B~oaCcasti~z Sarvica. 

3:-oaCcast~ng, 

II 8. On or about Y.arch 17, 1976, the Administrative Office 
ij c~tered into a contr.:ict with Metropolitan Pit:t:sburgh Public 3roadcasting, 
!j I:1c., unc!ar which the l.::itter wg.s pa.id, wi:h Treasury fur .. ds, ap?roxi::'.aCely 
'1 $500,000.00 to "produce for t!ie Judicial Conference o f the United States" 
! five :::ovie films about the Supreme Court: ent:it:led " Equal Justice U:.der Law". 
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H 
H . :! 9. Pursu.znt to instructions, autho~izaticns and express con-

·11 t::ol o f the Judicial Conference o f the United States, the Administ::.itive 
'.! o:fi e negotia:ed a co:it::.::ct with Defeu.C~nt, :•fe::ropolitan Pittsbu::gh 
!J P~bl c n~oadcasting, Inc., a license~ o f che Fede~al Cowmunica tions 
ll Co~ ssion, f a:- the p=oductio~ of the filc-:s en~itled "Equal justice Uucic:
i! Lcw 11

• 

•i 10 , Under the terms of said contract the Ad.ninistrc:tive Office 
:\ r.aqui:-ed }:atl"opolitan Pittsburgh Public 3:o.:;;d.c~sti-:ig. Inc. to copy:-ight 
IJ said :fil;ns as private property with t he stipulation that said copy::ight 
;J ba ~ssigned t o the Administrative Office. This aCtion. c!lea::-ly cor.stiC1.!tcd 
n circu;nvention of the Copyright Act (17 U.S.C), 

I' ;! The law, 11·u.s.c. ·a, prohibits copyright in "publicat ions o f· 
;j the U:1.ite..! Sc.aces Govern."":ent". Ti1e scope of th~ stacute include;; works 
Ji such as the films at issue. Consequent ly no right of copyright can suo-
11 sis t: in said films. 
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11. Ur:.<ler the terms of the co:icract bet~ve:e-:L the A.dr.1inist;-ati.ve 
and Metropolitan Pittsburgh Public Broadcast i ng, Inc., public access 
filos is severely restricted to a limited audience. · 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays: · 

,: (1) For a preliminary Injunction o::: other Order of ::he Court 
!: invalidating tha. copy:-ight of the Defendants · to the filr.1s entitled 11 E~'ual 

U.1.der Law". li .J...:.s c ica 
!1 

Ii (2) Declare that the::e are no valid copyright 
Jj o:t public access to said filrils. 

::est:rictior.s 
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(3) 
p:-oper. 

Such other and further relief as the Court may deem just 

Respectfully su~~itted, 

M. B. SClli'tA!'PER 

Seymour S. Guthman · 
1101 - 17th sc:::eet, N.~. 
Washington, D_.c. 20036 

George R. Douglas, Jr. 
1126-loth Street, N.W. 

.was·hington, D.C. 20036 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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