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IN TEZ UNITED STATES DISTRICT COCRT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

M, B. SCHNAPPER, Editor, Public Affairs Prass . . (';:af:)""f
419 New Jersey Avenue, $.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 V :
: Plaintiff. )
v. . L
WILLIAM Z, FOLEY, Director, Administrative Office of the S
United States Courts T ™

Fled tz-1s-

- Ne 7-=2119
PURLIC ERCADCASTING SERVICE S -
A Distxict of Columbia Corporatiom e .
475 L'Eafzat Plaza, S.W. ) e
Washington, D.C. 20024 - T

Suprema Court Building
Washington, D.C. 20544

//'.' o~

METROPOLITAN PITTSEURGH PUBLIC BROADCASTING, INC.
Station WQED
40802 Fifth Avenua
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213

De fendants.

COMPIAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND IN. INJU\CTIV: %}FE‘ *

1. This Court has jufisdiction under 28 U.S.C. Sections 604,
1331, 13537, 1338, and 1361. .

2. This is an action seeking to compel the Dafendants frem
restricting public access to officially funded films, recordiags, and
broadcasts about the Supreme Couri uader an Improper coatract dy and be-
tween the Administrative Office of the United Statas Courts and the Matzo-
politon Pittsburgh Broadcasting, Inc. dated about March 17, 19756, Sai
property was produced wholly with funds (approximately $500,000) appropri-
ated by Coangress for the purpose of enabling the Suprezme Court to:

(a) Participate in the Nation's bicentenmnial amniversary;
(b) and promote public understadding of the COuotthu;On of the Uaiced

~ates.

" 3. The value of the amount inr coantroversy excaeds $1C,000. 00

4, Plaintiff, M. B. Sch 2pp
Press, publisher of educational books'an
atal activities, .

er, is Editor of ‘Public Affzirs
d pamphlets concarnad with govern-

S. Defendant, William E, Foley, is Director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the Uaited States Courts, which is an agency of the
United States Government having official headguarters ia Washiagton,
District of Columbia.

6. Defendant, Public B:oadcasczng Service, is a coréo:a:ion
of tha District of Columbia and is concerned with limited distribozion
i and limited broadecast of five movie films entitled "=

tsburgn Public Broadecastiag,

7. Defendant, Met Opo;ls*ﬂ Pites
11 cting Service.

Ine., is a Penmsylvaniz Pub c B:oacca

! 8. On or sbout March 17, 1978, the Administrative O::lce

i ctered into a contract with Metropolitan Pittsburgh Public Broadcasting,

i Inc., under which the latter was paid, with Treasury funds, approximately
}'$500,000,00 to "produce for the Judicizal Conference of the United States"
five movie films about the Supreme Court antitled "Equal Justice Uader Law"

Zqual Justice Under Law"




9. Pursuant to instructions, authorizations and express coa-

trol of the Judicial Conference of the United States, the Administrative
Ifice negotiated 2 contract with Defendant, Metvopolitan Pittsburzgh

Peblic Broadcastiag, Inc., a licensea of the Federal Communications
Commission, for the production of the films eatitled "Equal Justice Under
T aw!l

10, Under the terms of said contract the Administrztive 0ifice
raquired Metropolitan Pittsburgh Pubiic 3roadecasting, Ine. to copyright
said films as private property with the >:1pulaulon that said copyrigat
ta zssigned to the Administrative Of This action dlearly comstituted

fice.
circumvention of the Copyright Act (17 U.S.C).

The law, 17 U.S.C. 8, prohibits copyright in "publications of"
Uaited States Goverament'. The scope of the statute includes works
the films at issue. Consequently no right ol copyright can sub-

coniract aetwee1 the Administrative
lic S.oadcas:;ng, Inc., public access
a limited audience.

11. Under the terms of the
fice and Metropolitan Pittsburgh Pub
ne filos is severely restricted &

n o
Q

i
< o
WHERZFORE, Plaintifi prays:y

junction or other Order of the Court

(1) TFor a preliminary In
T o efendants to tha films entitlec YZ

T
£ the D Taual

(2) Declare that there ars nc valid copyright restrictions
ca public access to said filwms.
(3) Such other and further reliei as the Court may deem just

Respectfully subaitted,

M. 3. SCHNARPER

3y

Seymour S. Guthman
1101-17th Street, N.W.
Washingtom, D.C. 20038

By

George R. Douglas, Jr.
1126-16th Street, N.W.
. Washington, D.C. 20036

Attorneys for Plaintiff




