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J. Harold Flannery 
' 

James Earl Ray, Subject; 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Victin. 
Conspiracy Against Rights ~ - 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

= : : i 

I interviewed Bill Sartor in connection with 
the captioned matter for about four hours.on august 2?, 
1968. He had been identified to me in June hy dest Lyps 
as a reporter who had been inauiring into the possible 
existence of a conspixacy to assassjnete Dr. King. At 
Mr. Epps'-reaquest I met.Sartor then hriefly, and he gave 
we bits.and pieces of information and rumors about the 
killing that he had accurlated to that’ point. Nis 
interest had been aroused, he said, by the firm coa- 
viction anong many Negroes in Merphis tnat there wae a 
conspiracy possibly invelving sone mersbcrs of th: Mevoi as 
Police Department. My conversation with him in June is 
set out in part II, below. 

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville, 
Mississippi (phcene 335-3272), with his wife and one or 
two children. lie is a contract writer for Tine, Inc., 
and ke has covered Memphis, particularly, racial matters, 
since hefore the Sanitation ilovkers strike. Ue avpears 
to ke known and trusted by those Megre leaders in Menphis 
with whoa I have talked (fons, Trotter, Reve Jackson, 
Rev. Fell, etsc.), and he says that he is close to the 

'. (former) Mayor Tnagxan Faction of the white canmnmunity. 
I attach a copy of his latest piece on iesphis which 
appeared in the August 16, 1963, issud of time. 

“-  2.% ea? not evaluate Sartor's-rellahility-or -. 
that of his sources, jybut he is a "low key" feilow who 
is not ayoparently irtational or fanciful. He says he 
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approached the a)legations of a conspiracy with skepti- 
Ccisn (which IT doubt), but that he is now larqely versuadei 
there was one. lie decjines (for the monent) to identify 
his sources, with three unimportant exceptions, beyond 
saying that they include fcur or five petty racketoers 
in Memphis, New Pe elsewhere and one trell 
placed protege of Carlog’Marcellos in New Orleans. 

He couses to us; he hare, primarily to assist 
in ascertaining the truth, but also with the epectation 

-or hope that we will féed investicative resulta back to 
him. If thatis not pessible, he would like to bes given 
the story first or, failing that, no later than anyone 

~else. Ne has been spending nost of his time cn this 
since the assassination, but can not go much farther 
because soma his sources have begun to ask for the kind 

of money or .protection that he is unable to provice 

Charlis*stein, a petty racketcer connected with 
organized crime, contacted Jeomes Earl Ray jn Los Angelos 
and told hin 

_he ought to talk to. whether Stein happered upon Ray 
tnat there were people in New Orleans whea 

or sought hin out knowing that he needed money and was 
an escaped prisoner is not known, but Ray was tol’ that 
tre people he ought to talk to would help him vith moncy 
anc his fugitive status. 

Ray's contacts in Yow Orleans were with “ati 
Cosa Nostra representatives who referred hin to Pr? 

a> 

nic 
a eberto (or-—Mikerto), a Memphis racketeer and Lieutanant 

of Caros“arcellos, the Southern Mafia chiefttan in New 

Orleans. Leberto owns or works at the Scott Street 
Preduce Market where John_Yerarren, Of Somervills alleaqeat- 
ly overheard a man seealing on the- teleioms Sy, On Cr 
about the day of the assassination: "Shoot hin on the 

- balcony, shoot him anywhere; and go to Sew Orleans for 
your money, don't come back here.” 

According to Sartor's informants, the Cosa Nostra 
agreed to "“broher* or to- arrarge the assagsination, for 

-an atsount somewhat in excess-of three hundred thousand 
Gollars ($360,000), after they were contacted in the 
Northeast (New Jorsey or Pennsylvania), by representatives 
of "Forever White“, an elite organization of waa Lthy 
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.. bbrough hin, he decline: 

~~ 

shin 

Memphis (Lehorto and othars) had not keen pasd, and Lt was they who wanted Rav at large as a lever on higher- 
ups in the rackets, 

In any event, Sartor'’s Rey's escape fron 4“emphis was Nivance of S¢veral Momphis Police officers who knew of 
the plot. After the money problnan Was resolved, Ray deliberately permitted himself to be arrestad in London 
with the understanding that he will be acquitted in Memphis. Hovwevor, another Story hes it tuat he will be oo" 
killed ina holocaust which will endanger a large number 
of lives, 

informants claim that engineered with the con= 

fwo aspects of the foregoing information por- suade Sartor of its eccuracy. Pirst, he has received identical fragments of information independently from different sources, Secondly, several of his scurens in Menphis and Ney Orleans have told hin that agents Of Bureau and AON-Lureau Justice Department represen- tatives, including aman named (Fru) Voight, have in- terviewed then about the assassination. 

Sartor teok me to meat Fat Lyons who, according to Sartor, is a petty ganler with Sources of information Close to Fran): Lebesto. In my [Vesence, Lyons repeated to Saxtor that, according to "Ernie" (Lyons dic NOE give 
a last nane o Ray met Joe Cacareei at a Lion Service 
Station on the night before or the day of the shooting, 
Lyons expressed concern for the safctyv of his wife and 
children; r aig not comsent or ask him any qacstion:s, 
He also saic that he “tals:e acgueitted, 

Sartor says that his inform be willing to talk to us, but th money, immunity, or Protcction er all three, Sartor wants uz to cont 

ants will probably 
at they will ast for 

Because . act his principal infoimanta a ta identify any contacts e:cent 
yerens, Rev. Carl Basinger and Nenphis policeman E. L. 
“Redditt, below, 

*- An additional, x ipparently Unrelated, piece of 
information furnis shad by Sartor was that a little negro 
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koy allegedly heard a shot and seva man junp un froia the bushes behind the rooming house (l:clow the window area from which the shot is thought to have been fired) and xun off. According to Sartor, the little hoy has been identified and interviewed by Bureau agents and the Neinphis Police Departnent. 

II 

During our first conversation, on June 12, 1968, 
Sartor gave ine the following fragments of allegations and 
information; 

l. Shortly after the killing, a bartendor 
Overheard some Memphis policemen cay that there had 
beon a “Slip-up,” and that the assaasination was orig- 
jnally seheduled to take place after the march for which br. “ing had returned to Memphis. When I asked 
Sartor about this in August, he said that One of bis 

-New Orleans informants had also rcferrea to a sisilar 
chance in’ plans. ' 

2. A-nirister, identifica hy Sartor in Angust 
as Rev. Saryocinnes’ 1617 E. Moreland, ionphis, was advised by a ranking officer in the Memphis Pelice Re- 
partnent (caotain or above) not to go near Dr. King 
because sonething was Going to happen to hin. 

3. -According to former Mayor Ingram (although 
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this 
directly from hin), a civilian was seen lying in the_ 
back of a police car imnediately after tha shooting, 
and near Mulberry or Huling he got out of the police 
car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor 
had nothiny further on this in August. 

4. John Mererren, the Negro civil rights 
activist from Somerville, Tannessee, overheard pact of 
a telephone conversation at the Scott Street ProJuce 
Rarket in which the spechker allegedly mage the corments 
noted above. Shortly thereafter, MeFerren was visited, 
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for no apparent reason, by a man naned Povers from 
New Orleans. Sartox had nothing further on this in 
August. 

5. An unidentified Negto policeman was noved 
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Pelice 
Tactical Unit Station) at ahout 5:00 pm. on the day 
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dis- 
.patcher told the policeman to move two or three times 
during the afternoon, but he did not do so unti) ex- 
“plicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In 
Aucust, Sarter identified the policeman as FE. F. 
Redditt and said that Redditt ha@ broken off an inter- 
view with Sartor after starting to Aiscuss his rove 

“from the station. 

6. Two Negro fLirencn ‘were moved from the 
' station a day or two before the shooting. One of then 
has reportedly told friends that, two or three Gays 
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binoev)ars 
were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focusca 
on the Lorraine Notel baicony. In August, Sartor sald 
that one fireman left the Department Ox was suspended 
shortly after the shooting, and that he has been unable 
to’ locate either of then. He Gd not have their names. 

7. Newphis Chief of Detectives, li. PL Heuston, 
called the Lorraine Motel jn the early afternoon of 
April 4 and spoke to a maid named Relores (LIU). He 
inguired about stationing detectives there, and the 
maid said that the manager would call hack. lie did not; 
nor did iiouston. Sartor says that fermer Mayor Ingram 
proviced this information. : 

Sartor was unable during either interview to 
relate the foregoing allegations to his conspirsey theory, 
but he says that sone of it, and others information pos- 
sessed by former Mayor Inyran concerning corruptien ina 
the Police Depactnent, suggocet that a nunher of officers 
may have known of or particinated in the conspiracy-- 
because they were bribed or feared exmosure. 

...I told Sartor that I would report his information 
to my superiors. | , 
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