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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND 

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755 

   ee TACSR-FI —_ , 

L7 January 1978 \, 

    

    

  

     

    
    
    

Mr. Harold Weisberg 
- Rt. 12 

Bs: Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

. This is in response to your letter of 21 July 1977 to the Central Intelligence Agency requesting records concerning the King assassination “under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC552. The _ CIA, on 5 January 1978, forwarded your letter with one (1) Army-originated “=\document to this office, through the office of the Adjutant General, Department of the Army, for a decision as to the releasability of the information to you. This correspondence was received in this office on ~ 12 January 1978, , 

  

_ We have reviewed the information in the Army document and have determined “it is releasable to you. A copy is forwarded herewith for your use, Reproduction fees are waived. 

af you have any further questions, you may contact the Freedom of “Information/Privacy Office, U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command, it + ¢ -Fort Meade, Maryland 20755. The telephone numbers are (301) 677-4011/ > 4743, 
: 

PIS, Sincerely, 

‘1 Inclosure ete F.” CONLEY, 
As Stated Chief 

Freedom of Information/Privacy Office 

Copy Furnished: 

HQDA (DAAG-AMR-S) wo/Inclosure    
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; pre. sheriff's possemen used tear gas, rope whips, clubs and horses to disperse 
et 

4 = . t ' 

videuce could be heard. Da 

. Racial 

(@mmm@ «= Racial Situation, Third US samy Area, 

. The situation in Alabama continued to dominate the 
dacial precane, with sympathy demonstrations’ throughout the area and the 
ation, — . po? 

ah | * (Ql!) Alabama. On Ll March, Martin Luther KING, Jr., 
ore   inued his voter registration drive in Selma and carried the '£reedur 

fever" into ueigiboring counties of Perry, Hale, Marengo, Wilcox, and Lowndes. 
‘After addressing a rally, KING led an automobile caravan to the Dallas County 
gourthouse and then drove to ie neighboring county seats of 'ilcox and 
omdes Counties where no Neg. ves were reported’ registered, 

  

roe On 3 March, two funerals were held for the Negro ‘youth 
dod’ ad of gunshot wounds suffered in Marton Last month during racial 
Viole: ce. 'The first service was held in Selma with about 1500 in attendance, 

' funeral proces ssion of about 100 cars truveled to Marion where approximately 
WO.atteaded another service conducted by KING. Following the funeral KING 

anner need plens for a march from Selma to “Montgomery to protest voter registra™ + 
fon procecures to Governor Wallace. Plans calléd for the marchers to leave 
elma on Suaday, 7 March by U. S, Highway “00 id reach the Capitol in about | 

Sive days. City, county and state officials placed a ban on any further 
issive dem astratious, in an effort to stop the protest march. i 

  

  

  

| | fo] 
boa , On 7 Macch, about 625 Negroes set out on the march to: - 
ontyomery along. VU, S, #80 leading from Selma. About one milé east of Selma i 
  

     

    

    

    

     

   

Ms 
the: narchers were halted by state troopers. They were told that thes! | 
demonstration wes illegal cad given two minutes to disperse. State troopers: 

hem. The Negroes reform:d into a group in front of Brown's Chapel, their | 
caxtinas point, and began throwing resks and bricks at law enforcement officials, 

policeman and 17 Negroes were reported injured seriuusiy enough to require 
italization. 
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. On 8 “arch, Negro leaders filed suit in federal court ,, 

ing an injunction enjoiniag the Governor and the State of Alabama from 

évirg with civil rights marches. KING called for clergymen and lay i 

jurch mei vers from throughout the nation to join Negroes in another attempt jf 

| 
| 
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v bake 

ach to HOnESONEtY on 9 March. 
e. «| 

On the 9th, hundreds of Negroes end white supperters, 

iany, of then ministers, from throughout the country gathered at Brown's Chapel 
n Selma to follow KING on the march to Meatgomery. , Before the macch get under- | 

> 1 
* : . “ye ay, 2 federal court ordered the Negroes to postpone their protest until Mae Ghern 

vite the fajunction, KING led a lacge crowd ko the 

o
n
 

  

bri idge where the: march previcusly dis parsed, ‘Shen coufronted by a U. S. Marshal 

who read the restraining order to them, the marchers continued, After crossing 

| 
| 
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bridge they were met by gate troopers ie also ordered them to disperse. 

ey by prearrengesent, the marchers returned to their church elaiuing 

Rory | while, some charged that Kins showld not have turned back. 
i 

: eon i. piring the evening hours of 9 March, three visiting 

ae ministers were beaten by white men as they ci srged from a Neg 

staureat in Selma. One of the ministers was severely leaten judd taken to 

a a, adewineliann hospital in critical condition. The following day despite the 

vigil" at the courthouse in honor of the beaten minister. The march was Ps 

halted by local officials just outsice the church. The demonstrators re- wed 

mgined, hewever, in the streets for four or five days honoriag the white | 

minister who died on ll March. Four white men ‘tre rearrested and charged. 

with murder after his death, KING continued to cal.) for supporters from 

throughout the country to come to Selma and join in their planned -mavch, 

Demongtrations in sympathy with Selma Negror and jn honor of the deceased. 

ainister were held throughout the areca withert ‘incident. Sesh ‘ 

State ban on demonstrations, civil rights advocates set out on a "prayer |° 

. . On-13 March, Governor Wellace flew to Washington, Di. Gi y: 

to confer with the reeSLeeae ou the @labama situation. On 14 March, the © 

“Governor announced that ie w ald call on the people of Alabama to allow the 

Negroes to make their nereh ‘n peace if the federal court ruled in favor of 

the demonstration. On 15 Masch, the Pxesident asked a joint session of 

Consress to adopt a new civil rights SiLL which would strengthen vetting rights 

end “provide reali fo those who apoly for vegtstration regardless of color, 

i On 16 March, in Montgomery, mounted sheriff's deputies 

and state troopers broke up a demonstration, injuring about © 4 people. 7 

Scvording to state officials, the violence was caused by a mixup in police 

orders. KING led 2 protest march wi 1500 demonstrators on the Moal ,omery 

County Courthouse to deniad an apology for the attack. “0 

Ga 17 Varch, it was Benouncad by the Governor that six 

Black Belt Counties would be granted 10 additional days to pyocess voter 

applicatious, Lowndes County reported its first Negro voter was registered 

an the 17th “and Wilcox County 5F reported that 56 Negroes were tentatively - 

approved. 

A federal court in Montgomery, on 18 March, ordered 

state and county officials to allow the 50-mile civil rights march from 

Selma to Montgomery and to provide them protection, The Governor clainted 

shat the federal gover yment should provide them protection when KING 

announced they would begin their waneh on, 21 March. 

o
 

< 
Cn 20 March,’ the President federalized the Alabama. 

j Ration aal Guard and ordered in two a a of Regular Army MiLitery 

} fo protect tt marchers, Uundreds of integrationis sts continued to 

sour into Selma to join in the protest march. 

On 2L March, KIXG began the prolonged march Er oi: 

Aretm's Chapel in Selma with about 4,600 participants, They covercd about 
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miles to the New Sisters Spring Church where 300 camped overnight, ..° | 
were no incidents during the first day and only a’small amount of 

-jeering by white spectators was reported. About 200 Ku Klux Klansmen rode 
ens motorcade in Montgomery in protest to the Negro demonstration. . Five 

_boexbs were discovered in Birmingham on Sunday and a sixth one,on Monday. 

They were disarmed without exploding, Each bomb contained from 40 - 50 
sticks of dynamite. The attempted explosions were believed to have been . 
planied in protest to the march from Selma to Montgowery. | i 
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pet : On the second day of the march the number was reduced me 

to 309 in compliance with the court order which Lititéd the number along i ; 

‘the cual lane portion of US Highway #80, They covered about ‘7 miles and 
camped out in a cow pasture near 3ig Swamp Creek.in Lowndes «.unty. No 

\gneidents were reported during the second day's march. belie 
sch] eee = dant 

Leys Qn 23 Maveh, the 300 marchers covered about 11 mites | 
though, heavy vein and c- <aped on a muddy knoll near Lowndesboro at the nS ag 
jatersection of U. 8. Highway #80 and Alabama #21. ‘ aed 

| 
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fp - Gn 24 Merch, the demonstrators resumed their march 

uriaz the 2arly morning houcs and within an hour the number doubled as 

ney ntered the four-lane portion of U. S. #80. They covered 14 miles 

uring the day without jacident and by the time they arrived at their final” 

empeLe e@, St,.Judes on the ontskirts of Montgomery, they had increased to 

about A, 000. During the evening of “1% March, stage a:1 screen stars entertained 
the nie s¢hers at. the sampsite, where hundreds of people from throughout the 
eS ner joined them For the final leg of the march to the State Capitol. 
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Cn 25 Mavch, the five-day march a with. an 

“estimated 25,100 civil rights advocates converging on the State Capitol. 

| Entertainment was provided by pyominent movie and TV stars and speeches 

made by. such personalities as Ralph Bunche, Bayard Rustin, Roy Wilkins, 

/ Phillip Randolph, Whitney Young and Martin Lucher KING, Jr. The petition, 

iwruinimously ratified by the marchers for presentation to Governor Wallace, 

Iocotested: police brutality, voter registration discrimination, denial of 

‘adequate education and opportunities to eari sufficient income, and the 

sychotic climate-of Alabama which produced the aien who savagely attacked and 

killed" the whice ministec in Selma. It called for an end to the poll tex in 

‘state clactions, opening of voter registration of fines "at times which are 

mvcuient Co working people- such as nights and Saturdays," the encouragement 
of county officials in the democratic process end the appointinent of Negroes 
en Pegs rds s and agencies of the state in policy making positions. 
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| The Governor refused to receive the 20-member committee 

/casignated by RING to present him with the petition until the demonstretors 

jlete the Capitol grcunds. The comaittee, headed by Rev. Joseph E. Lowery 

of Bileninchan, met with the Governor on 30 March after Failing twice to 

(present him with the petition.: 
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| During the eventog of 25 March, a wiite Detroit, 

chia, wonan was slain by a sniper while veturning civil cights aircheirs . 

fran Mentgowery Co Selina, The shooting took place along a storaight staetch $ 

j ler Of U, S. Uighwey #80 about three wiles west of Lowndesboro. On 26 March, 

5 four members of the United Klaus from Birmingham were arcested in con section 

i with the slayieg. The four white men vere charged with conspiring to violate 

: the econstituticaal rights of the vietim and st..te officials sought cnough 

avidenee to seck £iust - degree wirdes indictwents against the Klans.sen. 

vellewing the arcests, the President coads.aned the act and called for a 

Tull investigatiea of the Khea's activities, 

., Ghile Negro leaders were baking part dn tne civil 

veiehks ovmreh in Mouteow cy, bhey vere served with pape iuvedyiiye at 

$100,0C0 suit instigated by the city, of Selma to recover money speak to 

oolice demonstrations for more ther ty smonths. The city also joined with , 

’ the Vola Bus Lines, Ine., in a $e, 755 lage suit seeking te recover reveaue 

j ae lost by a Neyro boycott of the £i. -'s sexvice. 

3 : 
i : es the wonth ended, KING called for a national aid 

internskioaal cconeaie boycott ayainst the State of Alabama, more voter 

rexistvation drives and an impec iaent campaign against the Covernor. 

SQURCE: Axmy, FBE, aad news. B-2. 

NCSL COMFENT: Althongh XING continues to call foc voter vegisteation dcives 

aod ceonomble bo, cot dewoustsakions probably will be quicker sinea they 

Saye had their vtest march to Lhe state capitgl and expect new voting 

igaits laws within the near future, Testing aid probing in areas of 

Lesistance after the laws ave enacicd will coutinne unbih civil cights ‘ i 

sLeadcrs cheose anoth of protest. The next Fields of i ’ 

with be housing and job cpportunities., Since these two fie*ds 

in scope it is hard to tell where probes will begin, However, as din the past, 

civil vigi ecoups can ke expected to anneunee their targets and goals besoce 

building up to 2 climax, since their success depends on publicity. 
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