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BERNARD FEXSTINTALD, JR. ve DEPARTUCNY OF JUSTICE, USIC D.C., CIV2 KO. 861-72 

This recommends Office of Legal Counsel expeditiously ! furnish Denartnent with attached nhotosraths urgently needed by Civil Yivision in connection with Captioned Freecom of Information suite ; -, 

O _ Bernard Fenstcrwald, Washington, D. C., attorsey azsociated with Committce_to_Investirate Agcasainations, initiated civil | action in U. &. District Court for District of Colurbia on 5/2/72, to obtain access to and risht’to copy three phetographs of an unknown indivicual which vere displayed by 2 Special Agent in Mexico City, uexieo, to cne Pecro Cutierres Valercia2 in connection with tho investization of the assassination of President Kennedy. Fensterwald involved Bureau in his complaint as a subordinate componsat of defendant, Department of Justice, 

| 

The photographs sought by Fensterwald wore obtained ' by Legal Attache, Kexico City, fron Contral Intelliconce Agency {CIA}, Mexico City, on 2/19/64, displayed to Gatierroz and returned to CIA. CIA, Nexico City, Inter scent thea ta CIA 
Heacquarters. By letter 6/16/72, we asked CIA if it would object r=" to roloase to Frensterwald of its DRotographs in form (beekground te cropped cut) iu which they were shown to Cutierrez. CIA 
responced that under no circumstances may the uncropped photocraphs se be relerced, but it has no objection to release of copies cropped as they were for Gutierrez, CIA furaished us a copy of eack 
photorreph shoving only the indivicual in whes Fenstervwald ia 
dantorested, stating that these photorsraphs are not “the actual 
ones shorn to Gutierrez, bat. the ¢escription (in Fensterwald couplaint) is cuificieatly detailed to conclude that they are 
either the same photographs er copies thereof.” Cu 6/29/72, 
Assistant U. S. Attorney Robert x. Werdiz, J¥oy USle Vashington, 
D. Co. CiDC), contacted Bunervisor John i, Petia, Office of Leal 
Counsel, and ststed that he is reoresenting the Goverrrent in thig 
eatter. He asked about availability ef the photographs and was 
referred by xr. liotia to Eupervisor J. P. Thomas, Gonestic 
tatellicgence Division, for essistance. Kr. Werdig said that 
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Memorandum Branigan to Biller 
Re: Sernard Fenstervald, Jr. vy. Department 

of Justice, VEIC D.C., Civ. No. 66172 
205=82553 

= \ 

Court had directed hin to appear in USDC, ¥DC, on the morning of 7/5/72, to respond to Pensterwald's xotion for Summary Judgement. Jeffrey Axelrad, Civil BivAgicn, Departnent of Justice, has advised that 1f the fhotographs are not procuced then, there ia every indication that the Court will grant the jucrnent. kr. Yerdig was informed that the photorranhs have been received. He asked that a copy of each photorraph be made available to him no later than Monday mornin::, 7/3/72. He stated that upon receipt of the copies, he would givo them to renstereald and have Fousterwald sign & precipe ¢crepping the suit. CA Thomas informed Yr, Werdig that every effort would bo made to cozply with his request. 

It mxzy be voted that Hr. Werdic, who said he is well — acquainted with “Zernie” Fensterwaldé, called GA Thoras later on 6/25/72 to advise that he had told Fenstervald he expected to be able to give him the photographs on 7/2/72, We alco eaid "Bernie" \ bad asked him to ask the Gureau, as a favor, if it would alco i furnish hin with nezatives for each photograph, which Fensterwald would pay fcr. Fenstexwald caid he wanted tho best nezatives pocsible to rake ccpies of the photezrarhs., Lr. Werdig asked af we veulé co this favor for "Bernie." Fercig was inforeed that ths FOI Laboratory coes not do photographic work for privete 
dodivicuals and that there vas no reason apparent why an exception should be mace for )cnsterwald. (Fenstervald's Comuittea to 
Investicate Assassinations has perelistently requested material 

  

_Welating to the ecsracsination which has not beea released to the “Oe 

_ On the part of the bureau to the extent that they might be 
| Considered a caspaign of harasssont of the Governneat). caters gs al 
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public, These requests have required a freat expeaciture of exfort _ lr 
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With your approval, attached photographs will be SO!  @xpoditiously conveyod by the Cffice of Lezal Councel to the Deperte | 

  

be made in the public record of proceedings inthis matter of the CIA. 

mont for transmittal to Kr. Werdig en 7/3/72. Cfifice of Legal 
Counsel will coordinate this natter with ir. Axelrad, Civil | 
Division, and have arranzenents Eade for a receipt for the photo= ‘| 
grepngs to be secured froa Fensterwald. It may be appropriate to 
reuind Mr. Axelrad that, as ho previously stated, no mention is to 
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