UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICH

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Reply, Please Refer 1o
File No. liemphis, Tenncssec

November 5, 1968

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, Aka,j
Dr. 'ARTIN LUTIICR KING, vICTINM
ClV1L RIGHT3 - CONSPIRACY

Mr. J. Harold Flannery of the Uniteg States Department
of Justicc, has prepared a memorandum dated September 17, 1668,
reflecting interviews on June 12, 1968, and August 22, 19602,
with MNr. BE111 Sartor of Creenville, Miselesippi, a contrac
writer for "Tim~® magazine,

- . Sartor states that "Charlie Stcin, a retty reckoteer
connected with organized crime, contacteg James Forl Ray in

Los Angeles and told hLim that there were P?0ple in lew Orleans

whom he ought to talk to." sSartor states he do<s not know whether
Stein's initial contact with Ray was accidental Oor on purpose,

but he states that "Ray was told that the p=ople he ought to

talk to would help him with moncy and his fugitive status," “
Stein's account of hisg involvement in this matter as weil ag othef\
investigation rzlative to Stein is set forth in revorts furnieheza
to the Department or Justice,

’ —tte i
Sartor tells us that Ray was’ in touch in Now Orlecars .
with "rafian representatives who referrcd Ray to Frank Libexie, E
describeg by Sartor as being a Memphis racketeer and a lieute..ant '

of Carlos Narcellos, the southern’liafia chieftain in New Orleans.
Sartor then related to FKr. Flannery that one John licFTerrcn nf
Soinerville, Tennessee, on or about the day of King's muraor, hzacd
a man say on the' telephone *ghoot him on the balcory, choot hin
anywhere; and go to liew Orleans for your moncy, don't cc:ix Lsoi:
here." Inforwation concerning this reporteJ incicent has also
been furaished to the Department of Justico,

Claude Cockrell, dc.~ribed by Sartor as a scgreyationist,
extortionist, narcotics pusher, and petty racketeer, was an
unsuccessful candidate for eleciion to the U, §. llen.r or ;D .
Teocanii-tqe .n 4., 41 . ¢ ’
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+ James Earl Ray, Aka.; 4
Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim
CR - Conspiracy

.

Joe Cacameci and Larry Mann, identified by Sartor as
professional killers, are unknown to this office, No information
to date has connected these individuals with the murder of : t
Dr. King. |
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According to Sartor, a young Kegro boy allegedly heard
a shot and saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming {
house and below the window area from which the fatal shot is J
thought to have bheen fired. A thoroucgh investication was con-
ducted in the neighborhcod of this rooming house imneciately after "'
the murder and during the days immediately following the murder |
and no information was developed to indicate that any unidentified
-. person was seen beneath the window from which Ray fired the ... ..-.
fatal shot.

All of the individuals, both flremen and policemen,
_who were stationed in the fire house near the Lorraine llotel
have been interviewed regarding the events before and zfter the
murder, and these results have also been furnished to the : 1.
Department of Justice. : ‘ b

Ine to the tense raciaol situation ti:at existed in :
Memphis on April 4, 1968, and because of the p.ominence af Dr.
King, the Memphis Police Department had every reascn to bz in
touch with persons at the Lorraine Motel in connection with the
“protection of Dr. King.~ There were police officers in and around [ .
the Lorraine liotel throuchout the period¢ that Dr. King was re-
siding there. i

Investigation is continuing relative to individual
mentioned in Sartor's information, v

This document contains nelther rccommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI ané is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outside your agency.




