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I interviewed RBill Sartor in connection with
the captioned matter for alkout four hours.on auqust 22,
1968. He had been identified to me in Junc hy Jesuz Lipps
as a rerorter who had been inquiring into the possilidc
cxistence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Xina. At
Mr. Frps'-reguest I met. Sarter then hricfly, and he gave
me . bits_and pieccc of inforaation and rumors about the
killing that he had accurmlated to thatl peint. 1Uis
interest had been aroused, he said, by the firm coa-
viction among many llegroes in Mersphis that there waz a
conspiracy possibkly invelving sone mauicrs of thz Merpiis
Police Department. My conversation with nhim in Junc is
scet out in part II, below.

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville,
Mississippi (phene 335-3272), with his vife and ore or
two chiléren. lie is a contract writez for Tine, Inc.,
and he has covered Memphis, particulerl:y racial matters,
since refore the Sanitation ilovkers strike. le avpiars
to Le known and trusted by those llcgre leaders in Memphis
with whon I have talked (Eoms, Trolttcr, Rev. Jaclhnen,
Rev. Fell, ctz.), and he says that he is close o the

" (fermer) Mayor Ingrax faction of the whitce comrnmunity.

I attach a copy of hiz latest piece en iiephis which
appcared in the Auqust 16, 1903, issuc of Tine.

2.T ¢ not etvaluate Sartor's-reliahility.or «o—coeee

that of his sourccs, bhut he is a "low lcy” £eilow vio
is not apparently irrational or fanciful. He says he
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approached the allegations of a conspiracy with skepti-
cisn (which I doubt), but that he is now largely persuadad
there was one. ile declines (for the moment) to identify
his sources, with threc unimportant exceptions, bkeoyond
saying that they include fcur or five petty racketcers

in Memphis, New Otleanc;/gnd elsevhere and one tell

placed protcge of Carlog Marcellos in New Orleans.

He coui2s to us, he sgys, prinarily to assist
in ascertaining thea truth, but also with.the oxpectatien
- or hope that wve will féed investicative results back to
him. If thatis not pesxzible, he would like to bho givén
the story firet or, failing that, no later than aryone
- else, Ile has been spending nmost of his tiwe cn thise
since tha assassination, but can not go much fartiher
because soma his sources have begun to as% for the kind
of money or .protection that he is unable to previde.

Charlielsfcin, a petty racketcer connccted with
crganized crire, contocted Jomea Earl Ray in Los Angaloes
and told him that there wecre pecople in New Orloeasns whew

_he ought to talk to. ‘hether Stein bappered upon May
or cought hiri out knowing that he needed money and vas
an escaped prisoner ic not kacun, but Rav was told that
tie people ho ought to talk to would help him wvith moncy
and his fugitive status.

Ray's contacts in Yew Orleans vere with “afi

Coua MNostra representatives vho referrved him to =
,rﬁéberto (or—1korto), a MHemphis racketeer and lieut:
of Caxriogtarcellos, the Southern Mafia chieftan in X

Orlzans. Leberto owns or works at the Scott Streot

' Produce Market where John_itefrren,/of Somesviils allegud- .

g ly overhoard a man srcaling on th@»tclcfhorc S.Y, On cr
about thc day of the assassination: “Shoot kit on the
. balzony, shoot him anvwhere; and gn to Nev Orvlecans for
your money, don't come back here.”

. ’ According to Sartor's informants, the Cosa ilostra
agreed to "hroler® or to-arrarge ther assaegination, fer
-an auount sowmevhat in excess-of three hundred thousand
- dollars (3$3060,000), after they werae contaclted in the

Rorthecast (N

]

cw Jorsey or Pennsylvania), by representatives

of “Forever White", an elite organization 2f wealthy
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Heomphis (Leborso ani othars) had pot teen pasd, andg
it vas they who wanted Fav at larqge as a lever on higher-
ups in the rackets,

In any event, Sartor's
Ray's escape from Yemphis wvas
nivance of several Memphis rolice officers who knew of
the plot. After the monov problnaa, vias resolved, Ray
deliberately vermitted himself to be arrestad in London
with the understanding that he will be acyuitted in
Meinnhis, Powever, another story has it that he will be

killed 4n a helecaust which will endanger a large number
of lives,

informants clainm that
engincered with the con-

Two aspects of the foregoing information ver-

suade Sartor of its éccuracy. First, he has received
identical fragments of information indepondcntly from
different sources, Sccondly, scveral of his scurces

in Mewphis and Ney Orleans have told him that agents

of Purcau and Non-ureau Sustice Departient ropresion-
tatives, inc]uding a man naned (Fnu) Voight, have in-
terviewved them abcut the assassination,

Sartor teok me to meot Fat Lyons vhe, according

to sartor, is 3 petty gamliler with asources of information
close to Franlk Lebesto. iIn my ji'esence, Lyoasz repeated
to Sartor that, accordling to “"Lrpnie" (Lyons aic not giva

& lazt nane), Ray met Joe Cacaireci a2t a Liop Service _
Station on tho night before or the day of the shooting,
Lyons expreosseq concern for the safcety of hig wife ang
children; 1 aig not comment or ask him any quastion:s,
e also saig that the “talle
acquitted, :

Sartor says that his inform
be villing to talk to us, but that they will ask for
nen>y, irmuenity, or protccticn or all three.  Beecause )
Sartor wvants ug to contact his pPrincipal informanta
a to identify any contucts e::
nger and Mewphis peliceman k.

ants will prolahly

cent

48NS, Rev, Carl Basj .

“Redditt, below.

- An additional, :

Gprarently unrelated, piecce of
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boy allegedly beard a shot and sc'v a man junp un freoam
the bushes behind the rooming housc (Leloi the window
arca from which the shot is thought to have keen fired)
and run off. Acecording to Sartor, the little boy has
been identified and interviewed by Burcau agents and

the einphis Police Departnent.

Ix

During our first conversation, on June 12, 19¢s,
Sartor gave me the following fragments of allegations and
information:

1, Shorfly after the killing, a bartender

-~ overheard some Memphis policenen cay that there had

“-—ta
been a "slip-un,” and that the assassination was erig-
irally scheduled to take place after the march for
vhich Lr. ¥ing had returred to Momphis. Hhen I asted
Sartor about this in August, he said that ore of his

-New Orleans informants had also rcferred to a sirilar

'

change in plans.

2. A-nirister, identifica by Sartor in Angust
as Rev. Carl’ﬁigzngcr, 1617 E. Moreland, tsicnphis, was
advised by a ranking officer in the Mcimphis Pelice De-
partnent (caotain or alove) not to ao near Dr. King
because something vas ¢oing to happen to hin.

3. <Accordinag to former Mayor Ingram (although
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this
directly from hin), a civilian was seen lyirg in the
back of a police car imnediately after tha shooting,
and ncar Mulbesrry or Huling he got out of the police

car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor

had nothiny further on this in August.

4. John Mclerrenu, the Weqro civil rights
activist from Somcrville, Tennessee, overheard pact of
a telephones conversation at the Scott .Streat Froluca
Farket in which the svezler allegedly rade the corments
roted above. Shortly thereafter, MeFferren was visited,
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for no apparent reason, by a man naned Pouers from
licw Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in
August,

5. An unidentified Negro policeman was moved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Pelice
Tactical Unit Station) at ahout 5:00 p.ri. on tha day
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dig-
.patcher told the policeman to move two or three tines
during the afternoon, but he did not do so unti) ez~
‘plicitly adviseG to that effect by a supetrior. In
Aucust, Sarter identified the policerman as &. r.
Redaitt and said that Redditt ha? broken off an jnter-
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his r~ove

~from the station.

) 6. Tvo legro firewnen ‘were moved from the
station a day or two hoefore the shooting. One of then
hac reportedly told friends that, two or threc ¢ays
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or Linocwlars
were et up on a tripod in the firce staticn apd focuscd
on the Lorraine liotel balconv. 1In August, Sartor sala
4that one fireman left the Department or was susprended
shortly after the shooting, and that he has heen unable
to’ locate either of them., He 4d not have their pames.

7. MNemphis Chief of Detectives, li. P, Douston,
called the Lorraine Motel in the early afterncon of
Arril 4 and spoke to a maid narmed Delores (LUG). He
injuirced about stationing detectives there, and the
maid said that the manager would call baclh., lie Gid not:
nor did iiouston. Sartor says that fermer Mayor Ingram
proviced this information. ¢

Sartor was unable during either interviow to
relate the feregoing alleqations to his conspirscy theory,
but he says that sone of it, and other infeormzation pos-
sessed by former Jlayor Ingraw concernineg corvuption in
the Police Dopactment, suggooek that a nunber of officers
may have known of or particinated in the conspiracy--
because they vere hribed or feared edMmosure.

...T told Sartor that I would rcport his informstion
to oy superiors. .
s
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