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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS

UNITED STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755

551 TACSF-P1

v '

17 January 1978\x

- Mr. Harold Weisberg
S LRt 12
. Frederick, Maryland 21701

" Dear Mr. Weisberg:

" This is in response to your letter of 21 July 1977 to the Central

. Intelligence Agency requesting records concerning the King assassination
‘under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC552. The

. CIA, on 5 January 1978, forwarded your letter with one (1) Army-originated

©‘document to this office, through the office of the Adjutant General,
‘Department of the Army, for a decision as to the releasability of the

. ‘information to you. This correspondence was received in this office on
*lI;Z.January 1978, :

We have reviewed the information in the Army document and have determined

it is releasable to you. A copy is forwarded herewith for your use.
‘Reproduction fees are waived.

LI you have any further questions, you may contact the Freedom of
“‘Information/Privacy Office, U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command,

~Fort Meade, Maryland 20755. The telephone numbers are (301) 677-4011/
4743,

ey Sincerely,
‘1 Inclosure 4HOMAS F.” CONLEY,
As Stated Chief

Freedom of Information/Privacy Office

Copy Furnished:

HQDA (DAAG-AMR-S) wo/Inclosure
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. Recial

(@mam) Racial Situation, Third US srwmy drea.

; : The situation in Alabama continued to dominate tche
yacial pxcture with sympaLhy demonstrations' Lhrou ghout the area and the
ratlon. b j . i :
o / : ' o :
; , i (wmem) tlabama. On 1 Murch, Martin Luther KING, Jr.,

pLﬁinupd his voter wegistration drive in Selma and carried the "frecdom
IeVer' into neighboring counties of Perry, Hale, Marengo, Wilcox, and Lowndes.
ftul addressing a vally, &IbP led an automobxle caravan to the Dallas Ccunty
coulthouse and then drove to e neighboring county seats of Uilcox and

owndc° Countles where no Nev.oes were reported registered,

e On 3 darch, two funOLdlS were held for the Negro ‘'youth
dho''d “d of guushoL wounds suf[cred in Marfon last month during racial

iole: ce, - The first service was held in Selma with about 1500 in attendance.

" funeral proce ision of about 100 cars triveled to Marion where approximately
'0 nLtendcd another service conducted by KING. Following the funeral KING
qqnc nced plans for a merch from Selma to Monkgomery Lo protest voter registra~
fon procednres to Governor Wallace. Plauns calléd for the marchers ko leave
clna on Suaday, 7 Macch by ‘U, S. Highway =00 +.d reach the Capitol in about
ilve days. CiLy, county and state officials placed a ban on any further
sassive der astrations, in an effort Lo stop the protest march.

! On 7 Harch, about 625 Negroes set out on the march to
“ont"o“elj ulonw . 5, #80 lcading from Yelma. About one milé east of Selma!
Lhe narchers weie halted by state troopers. They were told that the 7y |
_}c1onSL1nLlon was illegal zad given two »inutes to disperse. State troopers.
and sheriff's possemen used tear gas, rope whips, clubs and horses to dl‘OCL‘G
~ The Negroes reform:d into a group in front of Brown's Chapel, -their

policeman and 17 Negroes were repovied injured sericvusly enough to require
lLallyaLion.

On 8 V'rch, Negro leaders filed suit in federal court .
injunction enjoining the Covernor and the State of Alabama firom
7 with civil righte wmarches. XING called for clergymen and lay
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crs from throughout the nation to join Negroes in another attempt |
|
|
i

wrch s
1LLh to uonLnorery on 9 Mauch,
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1 On the 9th, hundreds of Negroes and white suppertoers,
tkny of them ministers, from throughout the country gathered at Brown's Chapal

'Fy,ia faderal conrt: ordered the Neproes o postpone their protest until fevehoer
evideace could be heard. Daspite the injunction, KING led a lacpge ccowd to the
b%idgu whare the march prcmr“sLy dispersed, When confronted by a U. 5. HMavshal
vho read the vestraining ovder to them, the marchers continued, #ftor crossing
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tartiag point, and began throwing rcsks and bricks at law enforceument off1CLals.

n Selma to follow KING on the march to Meatgomery. , Before the march get undev-!




o bridge they were met by s.ate troopers vho also ordered thew &o dispevse.
palcﬂtly by prearrangement, the marchers: veturned to their church claLmlng
“_v ctory uhxle aome charged that KIV; <hon1d nokt have Lurncd back.

i
i
i

5 4 E: el Dur:ng the evening hours of 9 Maxch, three>visiting
Foe ! hlLe ﬂanaLcra were beaten by whiia men as they e srged from a Nep
TR staurent in Selma. One of the ministers wss severely lieaten and LnPnn to
ot _’ a dlrﬂlngham hospital in critical condition. The following day despite the

state ban on demonstrations, civil rights advocates set out on a "prayer
halted by local officials just outsice the church. The demounstrators re-
moined, Liewever, in the streets for four or five days honoriag the white
minister who died on 11 “arch. Tour white men ' re rearrested and Lharoed
with murder after his death., KING continued to call for .supporters from
' throughout the couniry to come to Selma and join in their plarmed ‘maveh,

i Demonstrations in sympathy with Selma Negror and in honor of the deccased
ministor were ne]d throughout the arca witho:t ‘incident. R i

«

Lo confer with the P1u"1uuaL on che Alabama situation. On 14 March, the

" Governor anncunced that e w uld call on the people of Alabama to allow the
Megroes to make their :&rch ‘n peace if the federal court ruled in favor of
S the demonstration. On 15 iawch, the President asked a joint session of

; On 16 iarch, in ”nnrnomery{ mounted sheriff's deputies
and state Lroopgrs broke up a draonstration, injuring about - 4 people. -

lerording ko state officials, tie viplence was cgused by a mixup in police
o:d=cs. KI¥G led 2 protest march i 1500 demonstrators on Lhe ool jonrcry
County Courthouse Lo deziad an apology for the attack.

: e I
. PAE A Ga 17 ltacrch, it was annou1ced by the Covernor that six
5 Black Belt Counties would be granted 10 additional days to process voter
i applications., Lowndes County reported its first Negro voter was registered
’:nn the 17th ‘and Wilcox CounLy reported thut 56 Negroes were tentatively’
approved.

A federal court in Hontgomery, on 18 March, ordered
¢ate and ccunty officials to allow the S50-wile civil rights march from
ielma Lo lowLPoug;y and to provida them protection, The Governor clairied
that the federal government should provide them prokecticn when KING

| | anncunced Lhc/ “ould baegin their march on}Zl March.

<«

Cn 20 tfarch, fthe President federalized the &labama .
C-Naticnal Guard and ordere ad in two oatrAllons of Regular Army Militacy
Flopdtiee to protect Lhe mzcchers, lundreds of 1ntogrur10n3 sts continued to
! mour into Selma to join in the protest anrh. )

’

: ; _ On 2L Manrch, XI5G began the prolonged mareh Erom’
Arown's Chapel in Selma with about 4,000 pavticipants, Lhcy coverad aboul

3

vigil" at the courthouse in honor of the beaten minister. The march was | ~

Consress to adopt a new civil rights bill which would strengthen veting ripghts
and arovxde p1oLect10n for those who apyly for vegistration regavdlass of color,

On-13 March, Governor Wallace flew to Washington, DL;C;,f 




:fhty were disarmed without exploding. Each bomb contained from 40 - 50
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E;lnLL the Capitol greunds, The committee, headcd by Rev. Joseph E. Lowery

o

T |
S The Governor refused to receive the 20-member comnitlce

_present him with the petition.:
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sht miles to the New Sleora Spring Church where 300 camped cvernight,. . = |
1Lre were no incidents during the first day and only a small amount of
jeering by white spectators was reported. . About 200 Ku Klux Klansmen rode
in a motorcade in Montgomery in protest to the Negro demonstration. . Five
boubs were discovered in Birmingham on Sunday and a sixth one.on Monday.

ngc‘s of dynamite. The attempted explosions were believed to have been .

)lunmed in prote st to the march from Selma to Montgonery. Lo,
i P ; gorery. | |

X

: On the second day of the march the number was reduced
n 300 in ronpllawco with the court order which limiréd the nnmber along

4 the ¢uwal lane portion of US Highway #30. They covered about 7 miles and

amped oul in a cow pasture near 3ig Swamp Creek in Lowndes tounty. No

_n.._

“ldncidents were reported during the second day's march.

; On 23 Mavch, the 300 marchers covered zbout L1l wiles
L“L01vh heavy viain and c -aped on a muddy knoll ncar Lowndesboro at the :
intbs lscctlon of U. S. nghway~#80 and Alabama #21,

: ; Cn 24 March, the demonstrators resumed their march
turiay the n2arly morning hours and within an hour the number doubled as

‘hey ntered the four-lane portion of U, S, #80. They covered 14 miles
uring the day witheut jacident and by the time they arvived at their final -
swmpsite, St, Judes on the ontskirts of Montgomery, they had increased to

s

the ﬂ‘.rhers at the nampsite, where hundreds of people from throughout the

: counLry JOlﬂod them for the flnal leg of the march to the State Cspitol.

Cn 25 March, the flve-day narch concluded Wit _an
L;leaLLd 25, 00 civil rishts advocates converging on the State Capitol.

:Entcctainment was prov1ded by pwominent movie and TV stars and speeches

paue by such personalities as Ralph Bunche, Bayeard Rustin, Roy Wilkins,
Phillip Randolph, Whiktney Young and Martin Luther KING, Jr. The petition,

vaanimously stified by the marchers for presentation to Governor Wallace,
'brotesced  police brutality, voter registration discrimination, denial of
‘lzdequate educatiun and opportunitics Lo earic sufficient income, and the
svchotic climate of Alzbama which produced the men who savagely attacked and

ikled" the vhite minister in Selwa. It called for an end to the poll tax in
te elactions, opening of voter resistration offires "at times which ave

%of county officials in the democratic process and the appointient of Negrces
iqu:oc rds and agencies of the state in policy making positious.

-

¢asignated by XING to present him with the petition until the demonstrators

of Bivmincham, met with the Covernor on 30 March afier failing twice to

|
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senicat to working pecple- such as nights and Saturdays,' the c¢ncouragement

about 4 000, During the evening of :i% March, stage a -l screen stars entertained
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During the eveniag ol 25 March, a viite Deivoil,
chizon, wonan was slain by a sadper while veturning civil rvichts warchers
Ceom Mentpowery to Sclwa, The shooting took place aloapg a straight stretch
of U, S. Mighw.y #80 about three wiles west o Towndesboro. OGu 26 Marceh
four members of the United Klaus frow Bi
with the slayicg. The four white men were charvged with conspiving to violage
the constituticaal riphts of the vietinm and st.te officials sought cnough
widence to seck first - degree wirdes indictments agalnst thn Klansien., o
‘cllewing the arvests, the President coadiaoed the act aid called for a

“ull investigatica oil ihe Kl:oa's activities,

bl
dngham were avcested in con nction

-

. “hile Negro leadewns were taking pe
ciehts carch o in Montoow oy, Bhey were secved wilth pape
$100,00) suit instigated by the city of Seliea Lo vecover woacy speal Lo
solice demenstrations for wore ithin ~wmonths.  The city also juined with
thie Uhlma Sus Lines, Tue., dfnoa §0,7%7 damage suit seekiong o recoyer roveaue
Lost by a ¥epyro boycott of the fi. 's seuvice,

odn o the civil
involving

s the wonth ended, KX8G called for a naticaal and
icternsicional cconcale boycott apainst the State of Alabama, more votor
rosistration drives dud en bwpeadwment campaign against the Coverunor,
SOURCE:  Awmy, FBI, aad news. B-2.

NCST COMMENT:  althengh XINC coutinues to call for voier regilstration deives
iod ceonomic bo, cot dewoastraiions probably will be quictec sjiuce they
Tayva had their march to the state capiiol and expect new voting
s laws within the uear future. Testing aud probing in aveas of

Losistance after the laws ave anaciod will coutinue wngil .civil cijghts
deaders choose aunoth s nechably
“witl be heusing and job cppourtunitics. Since these two ficids ave naticanl

in scope it is hawd to tell whewe probes will begin., Howevar, as in Lhe past,
Scivil vighis groups can hte expectad to announce their targets and goals bejoce
building up to 1 clinmax, since rheir success depends on publicity;

O

arca of protest.  The next fields of




