UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Harold Weisberg

Plaintiff

v. Civil Action.77-l997
United States Department of Justice

Defendant

I, Martin Wood, being duly sworn, depose and
say as follows:

(1) I am a Special Agent (SA) of the Federcsl E
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) assigned in a supervisory
capacity in the Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA)
Branch of the Records Management Divié&on at FéI»Headquarters
(FBIHQ), Wa§hingéon, D. C. Due to my official responsibilities,
I am familiar with the procedures utilized by the FBI
in processing FOIPA requests and am personally familiar
with the requests of plaintiff for information pertaining
to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr.

(2) By letter dated December 2, 1977, to sa
John E. Howard, FOIPA Branch, Initial Processing Unit,
FBIHQ, Gene F. Wilson, Information and Privazy Coordinator,
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), forwarded eight documents
which originated with the FBI for review and direct response
to the requester. For purposes cf this affidavit, the
documents will be nﬁmbered from document A-1 through docu-
ment A-8. Documents A-2 through A-8 are currently classified
in their entiretigqu are being reviewed by our Document

Classification Review Unit to determine if the classification
\




of all or portions of these documents continues. If any
portions of these documents are declassified, they will
be processed pursuant to the provisions of the FOIPA for
release to the plaintiff. Document A-1 was found to be
unclassified and was processed pursuant to the provisions
of the FOIPA. This document was a report by SA Charles S.
Harding in which Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was contacted
as to the suitability of a third party for recommendation
to a U. S. Government position. Deletions were made from
this one page document to protect the privacy of the third
party as an unwarranted invasion of privacy.

(3) By letter dated December 12, 1977, to sa
John E. Howard, FOIPA Branch, Initial Processing Unit,
FBIHQ, Gene F. Wilson, Information and Privacy Coordinator,
CIA, forwarded in fact ten (10) , as opposed to the letter's
mentioning of nine (9), documents which originated with
the FBI for review and direct response to the requester.
For purposes of this affidavit, the documents will be
numbered from document B-1 through document B-10. Docu-
ments B-1 through B-9 are currently classified in their
entirety and are being reviewed by our Document Classification
Review Unit to determine if the classification of all
or portions of these documents continues. TIf any portions
of these documents are declassified, they will be processed
pursuant to the provisions of the FOIPA for release to
the plaintiff. Document B-10 was found to be unclassified
and was processed pursuant to the provisions of the FOIPA.
This document is ‘a four-page letterhead memorandum dated
February 7, 1968, describing a demonstration sponsored
by the "Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam,"” on
February 5-6, 1968. No deletions were made from this

document .




(4) By letter dated May 5, 1978, to SA Frank
Underwood, FOIPA Branch, Initial Processing Unit, FBIHQ,
Gene F. Wilson, Information and Privacy Coordinator, CIA,
fowarded one document which originated with the FBI for
review and direct response to the requester. For purposes
of this affidavit, this document will be numbered document
C-1. This document is currently classified in its entirety
and is being reviewed by our Document Classification Review
Unit to determine if the classification of all or portions
of this document continues. If any portions of this document
are declassified, they will be processed pursuant to the
provisions of the FOIPA for release to the plaintiff,

(5) By undated letter which arrived at FBIHQ
July 11, 1978, to SA Frank Underwood, FOIPA Branch, Initial
Processing Unit, FBIHQ, Charles E. Savige, for Gene F.
Wilson, Information and Privacy Coordinator, CIA, forwarded
43 documents and -a listing of 3 additional documents,
whichVOIiginﬁted with the FBI for re&iew and direct response
to the requester. For purposes of this affidavit, the
documents will be numbered from D-1 through D-46. All
documents (D-1 - D-46) are currently classified in their
entirety and are being reviewed by our Document Classification
Review Unit to determine if the classification of all
or portions of these documents continues. If any portions
of these documents are declassified, they will be processed
pursuant to the provisions of the FOIPA for release to
the plaintiff.

(6) B§ letter dated July 11, 1978, from Allen H.
McCreight, Chief, FOIPA Branch, Records Management Division
(a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as
Exhibit A) the plaintiff was furnished copies of documents

A-1 and B-10 described above.




(7) It should be noted that the documents
designated A-1 through A-8, B-1 through B-10, C-1, and
D-1 through D-46, are included in the material which the
plaintiff has requested directly from the FBI under the
FOIPA by his letter dated July 8, 1977 (a true and correct
copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B). Processing

has not been completed on that request,
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MARTIN WOOD

Special Agent

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this /2 77

day of ™t , 1978.

e ; ~
PVided 2 Fg .
NOTARY PUBLIC

My, Commission Expires September 14, 1991

My commission expires
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Washington, D, C. 20535
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Subject of Reguest:
Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 12 - 01d Receiver Road
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Requester:

Enclosed are copies of documents from our files. Excisions have been made from these
documents and/or entire documents withheld in order to protect materials which are exempted
from disclosure by the following subsections of Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 and
Section 552a. The exemption number (s) indicated by a mark appearing in the block to the left
of the subsection cited constitutes the authority for withholding the deleted material. (See
below and reverse side of this sheet for an explanation of these exemptions.)

Section 552 Section 552a
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The decision to withhold exempt portions of our records is the responsibility of
William H. Webster, Director of the FBI '

[:] If you believe your name may also have been recorded by the FBI incident to the
investigation of other persons or some organization, please advise us of the details describing
the specific incident or occurrence and time frame. Thereafter, further effort will b> nmade
to locate, retrieve and process any such records. :

l__J Your request for information concerning yourself has been considered in light
of the provisions of both the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code,
Section 552) and the Privacy Act of 1974 (Title S5, United States Code, Section 552a). It has
been determined by the Attorney General that requests by individuals seeking information abou*
themselves are governed by the Privacy Act. In addition, as a matter of administrative
discretion, any documents which were found to be exempt from disclosure under the Privacy Act
were also processed under the provisions of the FOIA. Through these procedures, you have
received the greatest degree of access authorized by both laws.

[::] You have thirty days from receipt of this letter to appeal to the Deputy Attorney
General from any denial contained herein. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Deputy
Attorney General (Attention: Office of Privacy and Information Appeals), Washington, D. C., 20530.
The envelope and the letter, should be Cclearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal” or "Infor-
mation Appeal.” -

See addit;onal information on continuation page.
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L Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts Branch
- = Records Management Division

Exh it /4 SEE NOTE PAGE 2




Hr. Harold Weisberg

7

This release of two documents are CIA ceferral
documents which originated with the FBI. An additional
59 documents from the CIA referrals, are currently classified
in their entirety and are Presently being reviewed by our
Document Classification Review Unit to determine {f the
clasgification of all or portions of these documents
continues. 1If portions are determined to be unclassified

they will be reviewed pursuant to POIPA guidelines and
released to you.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

N -
ok SA CHARLES S, HARDING Office: ATLANTA, GEORGIA
July 25, 1961 -
i2fes Fils Noa "161.60 Bureaw File No.:
b7(¢)
e . SPECIAL INQUIRY - PEACE CORPS

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, advised has known appli-
cant five years and recommends him without reservation for
a position of trust and responsibility with the U, S.
Government, '

= RUC -
DETAILS:?

’
P D i S

On July 22, 1951, Doctor MARTIN LUTHSR KING, JR.;

—Asslatant Pastor.of .the BEbenezer Baptist Chirch, Atlanta,

Georgia, and Director of the Southern Christian Leadership

Conference, advised he has known the applicant for approxi-

mately five years having met him in 1956, He stated the

applicant is a very stable individual possessinyg a good

miond and very good organizational ability, Ilie stited :

i T8 ceta along very well with his assoclates and that & 76{)
8 character and reputation are very g _ Doctor KING

further stated he has no doubt about] y loyalty, b2()

and added that he is devoted to the principles of American

demoeracy.

Doctor KING stated he would recommend applicant
without reservation for a position of trust and confidence.
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. ' DENONSTRATION, WASHINGTON, D, C,
. . FEBRUARY 5-6, 1968

e mme b ete as oa. e e %8 e =

-5 -t 4 L Father Robert Drinan, Dean, Boston Coll:cye La _.*_,_.],
[ “EIi7 8chool, Chestnut Fill, Massachusetts, stated that fhe- ?‘
,.,‘,"--violence of the war has silenced the conscience of those -_ ..
- -v2riees o engage in it and those who are witnesses. He said .'~? :
. - that if the war could not be won without violating the .rules-
... - of warfare, the American pcople have the rignt to know. . e
this and to repudiata the patterm of lawlessness in tho LT
o Vietnan struﬂgle. S =
T LRIE—T = » R e = o SR OSEL . S R T5,
’ , Dr., Seymour Melman, Professor of Industrial : o2 o
Engineering, Columbia University, New York, New York, and -~ ~--~
thae Dircctor of Research for the bdok "In The Name of ST
m i, Anerica," stated that the root principle at staks is « S
R vhether American officials must obey the law oz whether *hey e
T are above the law, He said that in_a free society some may
be guilty, but all are respon3ible, lelman claimed that the - --- 1
recent Viet Cong fnfiltration into Saigonm~ proved—that—*na“"‘————‘—:
people of South Vietnam do not support their Government

Bl Tty S

The opening seSsxdﬁ ended at apprgximately 12:30 p. o,
ad participants were urged to attend "state-by-state”
" ' stratezy sessions at various local churches from 1 p.m, until
< 2:15 p.m, During tha afternoom of February 5, 1968,
participants were encouraged to visit their Congressmen for
tha purposs of presenting their views on Vietnam.

»
»

. During the opeuning 'session, a group of approxipmately
100 counterdemonstrators 1epresenting the American Council
- of Christian Churches, a conservative fundanmentalist
: organization, conducted a picket iine in front'of the New York
Avenue Presbyterian Church, ZThese individuals carried
placards reading, "No Substitute d€or Victory," "Let's Havs
* Victory in Vietnam,'" "Clergymen, Stop Helping the Reds,"
"God and the Devil Do Not Coexist,’ "Will the Sacrifice o?
Our Boys Ba in Vain," and "We Detest War Too, But Tyranny
Lore,."” .

Reverend Donald A. Waite, who acted as a spokesz:z:
for the American Council of Christian Churches, stated zz:z%
N his group was in Washingtom, D. C. to demonstrate in favo: T
2.7 of United States policy in Vietnam and in opposition to tha 8

.1 . =ctivities of the Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam.
®- He said his group would peacefully picket all the activity
o ox this latter group, ‘T“?"' R
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¥r, John Hartingh /8
FEI FOIA/PA Unit

Jo Bdgar Hoover Bldg

Vashington, D.C.,

Dear Juhh

Jim has told me of his conversation with you about my Xing request that I suppose
can best be called pde political and of jour request for a written request. “his is that
Tequest, I'm sor?w/it has been unclear. I recall discussing scme parts of this with
you and writing to ask if you wanted it in writing, This presents no priority time
shheduling because you told me of othar requests and I said processing at that time
vould be okay with me, Jim said it will be several months before you get to iy.No .
rroblem here, .

I bhave no interest in the bedroom stuff and if the selections are made haonestly
delisve with the judge that they should not now ba available but should be preserved,

I was not aware that the word "Cohidtolpro” was omitted from the requests we are -
voridng cn, There are other cods deaigrations I have learned mince then and did not krow
then 30 I could not have specified them anyvay.

¥hat I would 24ke, however they are claasified, coded filed or kept, is the combined
intslld gence-interference operation against Etng and his closest associates., If the entire
file is processed for others then at the sams tima I would like thoss other Tecords, I
Tealize this can becems a very large order so I'll explain it more.

It is quite possible moast of what interesta me is filed under SCLC rather than King,

‘or Cominfils op combinations of Communist dlegations or suspicions with racial matters,
" these sometimes crossing over into bombings,

(This reminds me of cne particular readily-available record I did ask for scme months
380, I beliove the date 1s 3/28/68, *t is the record in which Director Hoover autbordzed
the planting of a story criticigdng Xing for staying at a white—owned motel, As I told you
the authorization does not mean the story appeared and I have no reascn to believe it
aver did, Part of it was used by the Church committee, I vant to atudy all of it and to
quote some of it, so Tar as I ¥know without reading all of it only what I now of it. I
would appreciate a copy of this now if it presents no great problem in rotrieval.l think
it vas used in Mr, Zdams’' testimony,)

There now appears to be no likelihood at all that I'll need more than the Mamphis
part for the writing I plan, ‘erhape some from Atlanta, My chief intsrest in these files
I think are best described as polcitical is historical and arciival, Aside from the Meomphis
Tecords, which 1'd thought you'd obtained several weeks ago, I may well want you to Bend
thea directly to the wmiveraity rather than to me.

Hore liadtation can await the future, I want a full and representa*ive request met
but this dces not mean every plaece of paper the FEI has anyvhere. Baglnning dato: orga—
nizatdom of SCLC,

Wran Jim mentioned the questions yon raised about duplications from the MFO Muridn
?ilas I suggested a solution I intsnd m to be helpful to you, I would scggest, if Jim
bas not, that this might be a source for soming of the missing attachpents.I beoieve your
have a list, If any show up I'd appreciate the FBI HQ serial being writtenm in,

"u also told me yon will not be able to mail last week's Sactions wuntil fonday,I
tnderdtand that there were unusual time requirements following the last calendar call
and make no objection.




