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In !<ovc-2:rber, 1975, al. Y·:>ur direction, \·;.~ \.4:.d~:cto:>1;.. to 
rc-..:112:.v i':i'.""~1 L,v:stigate. ",lar"ic1.1s r..:1.tt9rs p2~'" . .a:iJ1.i.r_g to D:-. !·JEtrti."1 
L1..i .~n:,-:- ::~ir.~;. s;0elfic..:.lly, \•,: ~ousht to (~:2ti::.....-r:lir:2 , . .-n~tJ1t!-::- the 
F3T 1~:,!"':),:::;~1~-i.1 c~ c:,~·r.1 tttcd. at:\~ ill~al o.:.- i:7?=cr;~:::- c:c:t~; 
a:;::: Li1S t D.::-. I~ir.g (.~;,irh-i<;r Pis iifc, ur:d hi"':E.!L'-i..::.c tl-.:.! FJ-;I , .. ,as 
i;r;,lic.:1.b:.:d in his d~..ath. kf)lici:t i.L1 t:.ns r~vier.v ,•-as an effort 
to c.°!:-?:~~e \·ihr!t..'"'!~ the FBI's investjg.1t.icn of Kin3 1 s cJ.cath 
•.-.~1:; fr.::i:,:-occ,h a.-.d hon8st, or i·,hether it •.-.'<ls ta.i.nt,2rl by the <::«rlier 
cf:f~: :.: ~::.; :.o di!icr..: .. dit Kir:::f a.::; C,j_~c..l.!:-:;scd b--1~-...:. (J) 

In con::3.1..icting our review, i-;e rcl5.e:1 prim,,.rily ui;orL tr.c~ 
!·:il..:"tin L'..lt}:~ i':ir1g files at thG FBI h2~cJ.qua.rb2rr~ j-!l \·?u.:;hin!~ton. 
'i'hese files a-ce volU!llu,ous, ar.d i-;e were unable to review them,,./ 
all. y i·:e r~viewe:i none of the fil~s in Atla.'1ta or I-'.-:,mphls,::.c--
a?~d ·. ;~ c1id not und2.rtake a pt"o;rrcm of int~.riEJ•ring key \·rLtr.ess::?s .. 
1-:~ c:.id c::::(lper.atc \·1it.°fl ti:.e staff of the Se.,atc Select C0..1nitt-:!e 
c~ I;~~=:!J li,:;-2?:c0, ~r:<l -t·h2y ,,,it.}i us; a':.c1 \•:e h:ive recently had th.ti 
b-.~.r.c:it of seeing the fin:'tir.gs and co;,,clusions i:'! their upcc,dng 
r 0FX)r.-t~ (Jn s2n2.--cal, they c:n,fi.rr:t our c~.-m view ... :; i.nd0.91.--~r:<.l(·"ntJy 
; ,r:C.\'?'.: ,it.) (,,u) 

n.,s:rl upon this selec'"...:ive review, 1·:e r.av-~ fmmc. ',.:r.,:rt the 
F,:r ll'.'(12.r.took n s-yster..atic ~:=or:rr,iza of harc:,,ss.,:ent o:E Martin Luth~r 
1:;r:,; , by rr.'"a'1s lxlt.'1 leg?.l a.'"rl illegal, in. orc!er to <lis=cc1it J-,J..m 
~r!".'1 h::trr.t 00th hi..-n an1. t..~e tro\i"e.:'7ellt he 100 .. (v) 

t·:e rave r.ot found a basis to b3lieve t.h:i:::. the FBI .in aI1y 
·, .. ,y c,:iu.,2d the deat.'-1. of ,,:.:1rtin Lut.l-i& K~"lg. (>J) 
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1 I ~· ~-~'=! t.h:? att.2~:i~:;_ 1~.::rrcr~~·~;.,~~, :.~.u.-p:-!y :...:> ::o!.:til:.g~, !'·: . .-:i~ch 31, 
·: ·-:-···:; ;~ i"'t~d 3, for d~scri9ti~:1 0}: fllcs re:-:;.i.:·.-.·.::::2.. 
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t·r-, t,_:r11·2 u.1.so fcur.d r.o t::vid~ce t.1,nt th-= F3I's inv2stisatio'1 
· cf t!"-7• ;,u;t:assir""ltio~ of t-~irtin Lt.1tl:~r r:jr.g 'd~s n"Jt th,:,=o~gh ~ci 

hone.,;t. Y(u-l 
.. Harassr.~1t· c-!:. Dr. Mart.J.n Lu~~er i-:ir:q 

our revie-,.,, ccnfi..mu:; t.~:"?.t fro;n t.'1~ latz 195G's U.'1ti:!. D::::. King's 
death; t.'-!~ Dirccto:::: o:: th:: I:DI arrl a grouo of hi3 s..u::0::c.i."":=.t:::s 
ca....-::-icd 6:it . .:\ syscer-.2tic C:!...:.;~i~ o= hllr~;~2.nt 2.~aL"lst ·Dr. :Ur:; 
and, b:,- fr!dirE:-::ticn, :,;everal cf his c:ille;,.g--.:es. The ilttz~h~ 

· .. 51-page i~rorc.rdum fro~ F.ot("'~t 1-~~y to :r:: of !·~r~h 31, 1976, C.o=u
irents in sc:r::"? C~tuil t.~e e\'ents \·i:".ich ::.2.d.~ up t.1i.i.s ca:,~ic;n.. A. 
brfof cutlir~ of o.u firdlilgs . follc,.-s {~_}_ . 

• • • • CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET.~ .EXEHPT- (b) (1) 

2/ .sinec f-..,'1-:! completion of the FB!' s origiral ins1estig2.t::.cn i.-it::> 
Kincr's ~~:::al:.h th 0 .,.-~ h.::i l"l • -::i.n ...,,,,.,..:-:i .... c·s a11 aL-ic!"i- a.:: t..\..,~ r ........... - -=· 1 .0 • .' l.... ., - --"' .-V-; =-· ;•-:•~ L, - c-g _'.-- , . .:, .a.. ,_ ,:--"'"'-'-?"--
J.r.V01,:r_~:1t. C!: co-co;1~1ra!.:..:Jrs w.1ch Jarnes Earl. R2.y. l:'~,...'1 or .:..._~~ 
has ~;i pr.c:;;0:rtly i.rr12stigatcl by th3 F3I ar.d tl:e Civil ?.iqhts 
Divi[~ic11, incl-..riing C'1Z ,,:hlch \\'al:i c..: .. -::?l~ted only a few ,,:£."':::~5 ego; 
ar.il anc.t°~':"';r ~·ihich is c...trre:.."'lt!y ~:3.~"':·P-Y.. In ct:1"'1~ •_.;o!:d.s, CJ.~e 
J~(,ari:in L1Jth~r Kinq fil"::! is still 0;2.Y1, er.:1 has 1;.e1:-er ro:::..., cl~szd. 
In t·l1.i.c:; :;ense, any furt...~er iI1vestig3.tion, ·as recc:r:r.2.-:ded ·L'"l t..Mi.s 

. I~~-rcrc:"ii"<ll\lTI, £houJ.d not be ch;rcz:.Cta.-:ize<l as a " rea;x~ning11 of the -
ilSSc!ss.U!a~icn ca:;e_. but rat.t'-:er as 2.n c:Cditicnal or co!1ti.:r.~1iz-:g 
i.J11.lesi.:.:i.g~tic:1 irr~o «re=~s eith~ alr':~:'1y c.'O 'lere:d L, ~r:c cieFee, or 
not _cc,\·2r(."'-'- .it all.(',,.,1-/ 
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CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET ,, Exmrnm:DER (b) (1) 

l(,·s) 
In mdition to t.ltls r ~.3.son, !Y.;-..,·~·-'&, the e=ly file:s 

reve-?l th.J.t :r.u-=h of t.hc Kir:g irtv·estiq.~tio.1 was bJ.s~ u~n a 
percci)t.lon, ::£al or iG'.J:qii:.::d, t.~o.t :'4~;q \ /3.S usin; his in£1~~.ce 
to c1iscre:1i t the EI arrl c:::1.:se EcoV'2r to be reolccei. To t:ie 
extent t..~a.t ~'us •,;a.3 a cau:.::e io= t.11s FBI' s inv~sti.gation~ plainly 
it wc.s ai1 e.-..:trc.-legal c::e ':;h.ich ·.,?.s not just..ifie::d even by t:"1e 
sane~·.'hat diff~re.r1t star.:12..rds of c::.-2=2tic~ ~.d r.>:rce:>tior:s w:U.ch 
p:::-~·,1ailci in the B' .. .:reau at the ti~.(~) · · 

The nature of .th~ ~eau's investigaticn s:i.gnificantly 
chari.ge:l \•,tlen i~ 1964 Attcrr.ey C-er..er2.l ::e..11ne:dy ilUti!orized the 
wiretapping cf Dr. King, and thereby ga,·2 officia.L ~a~ct.io:1 to the 
BurC3u to inte...,::;if-.1 its stu:veill2.11ce. Again, this aut~:,:.:-i::::ation, 
Wht:n vie·"~ b_y t.~e le .. , enforce!':".f!r.t s~<lards a£· t.\..!~ tit~:·~, a;pears 
to b--u-:) b2e.r1 ... ~ .;_riin +.;.,~ aur},,,:f!· ... itv o~ t.r. 0 ".i.. t,....!T.uv C--e..11.&~ i · t·;:,i.le 
• • ~ ·.-;..,,_0 T"' ~I.L~•1'·h ._..li '.,-, - • ,;. ~ h - ,:~ ~I... _,~c::: 0 ~~ '-•-•. ~ pis Ji.;,:.;.',l' .. ---''- ,..., -'"t:1,or_z1.r_g 1.. reg,.t n~., ro qt!-.,'-1.0 •. ~, on_ rust 
cor.cli.rie "L'°lat 2.t tr.e t.irr,e the aut.h::iri::aticn \-;;:is tec:1..'1icall~· 17gal(Z,.J 

~~- . . 

The '"'"iretaps scan le:1 ~":e FBI to aCd a n2;·,. d.:.rrie.."°?sio:i to its 
<: :i:n'!est.:i.s~tic:1, the colls-cti..rig cf p-~s,:.1~~l inf.oan?.ti.O!; a!::-'*'1."..t-. D!". 

.· . ·· 

YJ.i:.g ~.::-:,~;g~ ::tlc::-c;-1-:one ~.,-eilia..~ces (;rJs-~rs) (.?!: !"!is ~~:)·1:'-;2. =o:::=r..s .. . 
'fha e,;J.ce21ce of [ • , • (b ) (7 2 ( C) ••• , . , ••• , , J s ~11.S to b·,;'; .::,-.m-
f iri:, .. =:(1 E•.:.uvex ' s !:-e.li~ that King ~.v2.s a dasiqe:cous ( (b) ( 7) (C)] 
rE:\tOlution;U::V ·.,7 .. o s!"loul.::! b': ex;:cse.:i an.:i renl2.cci as a le2..::.~ L'1 
ti~ civ"il ri9°:i~ !o.Jl/t::. l».:::..;,..~J - ... 

. . . . \.. 
It is i.:. tr.is ensuir.g !Ong ~ai~ .·to·· c.isc':-eci t . ~i:-:; ~zt 

-~~·le tu=eau ~st cl~rly ove:-:step~ its investi,;ati1,-a ,2:.d la:v 
ei""lfo;:c,2,:.'i.2..n1: flli-icticns. This is not · a jcigrrent which rests '.l~,n 

. the l::.e.nefit of hir.dsight. :P...s an investiga-dve age.11Cy, tl:e F".t!I 
_had no legal autr.o!:ity to rra,e suc:-i dete...~'!ations r.or ~o act 
upo;i th'2m. Fer reasons !::.e:z'o,.d the sco?= of. ti>J.s a:n.alysis, t.':e 
hi.scorical fi:l.<.:t is tr.at the !::ePa::-tr.i2'-it cEd not C0!1tr.ol the FB: 
effectively in such m::.tters. ~le have se-=>...n no records i.11 the files 
tl>.at the Attorney C'~neral o::- ct.'-:er key c.e?a.r:tr.er.t off.:cia1s ,,;ere 
uavised of. t.~e ~ctions take:i to dis,::rec':it Kir-~~ al t..~~~gh cer~::li.i.ly 
tr..~ prc ... iuct of tr'ie raic-.ccot-.oile suiveill~c~s ·was kr\o .. m to Atto:-nev 
G~:ff~0 ;al Ke..rm=.'1y c..r:d the i-;hi te E~1..!S2. Tl:~ ;~tto.m,:::y C-encr~.l did -
retri(.!·,.r(-! tl::~ distr.i::~.!tion of a 11 r.-::,no-;r.:.£:h11 or rr:-?.f.:'!'.'\:!.!~:lt:;;,. c~tJ .. :.r~51!g 
allegations of Ccw .. i::1ist cor::e::ticns a.11:2 highly ~~rson2l m:d 

. Oer.·cr;f~.tor..1 inforr,Y!ticn c!l:out Kir.g, b'..lt i t is uncls:tr '.-;nsth~ ti"..is 
\,r.:!S <lo~e pri.7.:~.cily to ~b t.i.'1e Btrr,~au 1 s · inip=o?~i ~t y or to p=es.21'"'!/1= 
th2 ct"ooibility of the Attorney Gener.:11 ' s e:irlicr ;?cl.blic c,mc."!.usicn 
that ~~g \•.p5 free fr~m C~-:rrruni.st P~tr L:fl~er::x:. 01 

\ · .. 
< .. : :.:. : 
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BaseJ. u~,n . our p !:'csent l~l of kr.~·.'le..--1;~, oost if n.Jt 
all of tl1e F~I of£ici:1lz \• .. bo partic.i.9-::.bs<l L'1 t..-.....e King ca.se a.t a 
decisicn-rr.:lkir.g le·Jel are as follc;.;s: 

1) J. B::!gar Hcov=, Director (ceceas(:dj 

i 2)· Clyde Tolso:., l,sscciate Di=ector (dec2ilscd) . j 

3) Ala.'1 fuLrr.::nt, .. i\~sfot;:;.nt to the Dir~toi: (rnti=e:ll 

4) Cartha Der.-.:2.ch, Assista.11t Di1·eci:cr (rei:i.re<l) 

:~·_,···:~ 
.".° . . . 

Ccurtney Evans, Assista.'lt Director (retired.) 

Williz..-n Sullivan, Assist.:int birecto:: (retirci) 

. . :7) Jar:12s Blarrl, C.:."iief, Subversive Control Sectio:1 (=etirG:1) 

-:-~· .. ~~- :.~.-··:\a) Josep~ A. Sizco, Assisbµ1t to tne Assistant Di.re::tc= (!:"2.t.irEC.) 

.· ·: 9) _Fred J, Baw.g2.rdr1er, Chief, Intcrr~l S.zcud.ty S~t.ion. (re.ci:e.:l) f; 
~'l"f',e ex~ha:r:.g~:::> c~ T"'"~~a.-:-~:J:1 ·~c::ig -t.h~s~ 1::2.n cinJ :..,::J~~;::; c..-c;.1J.Q 

establis~ ti:e e:~:iste...""!ce of o. cc-~::~ cf acC.~n i.n ,..,,~~ic .... ., ,:=/oc::i.• 
particip.:::t.i.d.. :,!,,:,::;'!: of t:,c br.i-2:fL:gs ot Con.g-:-es~:~, '.':~!~t.:.::=~, ~·J--o~i::.-= 
Ho:~::;::! cl~-=~, .c-1.::·c:ss, 2..!:::i ::)::.-:--.e=.s ,;-:e.::'e har.dlei-:1 hl; C.::1rt.~~ ~~·~~~~~...,_ .. 

-~::f y~~~!~tr;,1:r~~::;:;~:;f ;~~=~ !~?.7ir~;{ .;G.:·?!~iil:c,~:~ 
w-as o.c~\~8 .L1 01:...1er Ccirrtelpro-ty-;;c act.ivit-_i.es. Belrri:i:;t., Biar-~, 
Sizco., ar3. F'...2..~,;.3.1."~""1~..: ::-~:r-=ici~/:ed re2gu.2.a.=ly in p:-~t..~:-in~r th2 
varlolls ir1ternal r:.2~.cz-a:iia. ~-;e ,·l.:)l!]d hZL".72 to }-;i1a;-; :rore c:-,b::-e:.t ~'"riese 
me..;• Z3 zi.r::tt1c.l. !"oles i-1 ~l.2 Eu.r~au' s effo!:"t L! c.IT::.=r to 2s'ti!r:.?.t2 t1:.e:Z 

· culpability. Ccurt-i~7 ~var.s .?.p~a:-.s rrorc as 2.i., har..e.st brokr:;.:-:
b2b·;r~2!1 !·io-:, .. ·er arrl ;'-,.t~l.7~~/ G~~er2.l 1<'2n . .-1cdy t.!~T\ as a pL""ir:-.:::.:..:~1, 
ru.thcu,1h .r:j_s act•..J.2.l role 1:.c:.u.J have to re exa.'Tii.r.cd. fortt:ar to b-::: 
,..,,....~~-t·"-.-.-4 r ) 
MA~~~~~--•(~ 

·• ..... . 
"Tho files t hat Hc.6-.rer ;;;r:d t.i.ii.s ·rel2.tiv2ly 2'..=tll c;,:ct.:;> 

-of Bur,:::iu c£ficic1ls r..2d,::! ~~~e ,:ritic.=l C~cisic:-:s c:!:ci. c.t:t::c~ize:! t.!~= 
crJt.5.cal i:!.c!:i~.i"!3 t .. ·~1..i.ch -::·,"'2:~i::~ t!:,::...:.---: -2xt;.ct1t(;j bi' a core cI. ~ .. .-21~:.- traL·v~ 

=n~\~{~P;~f ct~~;:_~· att·~~,;~~1::~~;i~~~;~i~~cr~?-t;:;:~i;;/~t' 
a;s~ss t-l.1::?

0

tl"1~ thev a.!.50 h-:11.."~ die:l or: re:i.rsd , cll"'.i:. i-:: ;-,.:.t! ~2i.r 
culo--::,~ilit.y o:.: ~..x;:~s-.. ,.::-·~ to fo:::-.;il Ci~cipline. {S~e ~=~~rrr:e:rl:?.ti.c~ 
fo/ fUJ:t,'l-2.r. ,iisc!Jss.icm en ".:.'".is pc,int. ) (C- i 

. .' ·--.. ~ :._::~-~. . . . ---·· .. :•.· 
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The r...,.jo::: statutor-1 viobti:::ns to consi<l& ii1 this matter 
w:mJ.d re le u.s.c. 5241 ::rr). §242. 3/ ,....,, a citizen, Dr. KL""lg had -
feder.J.lly-?iotc:::t0:l rig?-it:s to fr.x:dcrn 0£ ~?2ech ar.c. a.ssociatic:i, 
to priva.c.1, to l.!,tc~st.at.e travel ·wit:-:0ut l..l~terfe.r~c~, ar.d f=c;n 
un=easo11r...ble sEarches ar.d seizures. T!"'.e FBI I s nrccra~ to discre:di t 
rutl neutral~~~ K.ir:cr ;!1,..l.•,...:cr1 c!eprivations of mCh Of theze rights, clnd_~rb2ps~~;:~r~:rc.., ~~-~ 

· An ex.:imir..ation of the law reveals that any p:::osecutfon 
conte..,;;>lat,yJ ur.c.e:r. these 2.cts is r.d.·1 ba.rrcrl bv t."le fh~-vear sta.l:'.ita 

. of limitat±.ons (18 u.s.c. §3222). Ti-:e only fX)ssible exc;,:iti.c:1 . 
\i-.Culd be prC'Of cf a :-:ontir~uir1g ccns?ir2.e1.1 to viclat~ rights ~-;h.!.c:l 
has co:iti~u3:. into t1:·~ s~tclt.orv c2riccl. \\e Co not k.,o-,; of a.,v 
sucr'l-p-:;:'.?Of at ~';j.s t:i.n::, al t.hcuSih .. one can sp-ec...tlate t.i.~t it is.
pos_sible-t-... <:at ..ore ir.te.c,sive i.'1vestigation \o;ould disclose it/ uJ 
-~~ . ~ \ 

· In conclusion, it is our opinion Umt t.'1ere are ic'.entifi.able 
violat.i.ons of 12.·.v against Dr. Ki:c'B that ca..,not r.o•,1 b2 orosec,1te:i. 
b.a.---ca:ise of L"·~ statute of 1:Lmtations and, ·in so:r,: cases, beca'.lse 

:~t the deat.'l of ;the :~j2c~·-f i .. ... . ··· · ,; 
... , .. _. · · _- Death of M=tin ·Lu~er King 

,. As the !-1!.1rphy re-:-ora.-.d:.."'!l .indicates, we were U.",.a!)le to f{-,> 

any ir.dication that the FBI a::tually causro Dr. Ki,-ig' s as::2.ssi..::.a::.i::;::1 . 
. ·: o:i t.'1~ :::or,!.:.::-a=-.:·, if one can rely u;:-on !cgic as helpful, i:-~i~ti~r.s 

are G=.~ '.:...~~ F3J: p-::c.bably did nc~ '.-:a.."1t Kir.g ' s dee.t..'1 ~=c=.u5e it 
'-~()U)_d 1:·:-l!!S :!::..""":: -=..~::: :7~-::-_:~C.~l a:.-:---.l fa• .. urable L-:'2.se \·hlc~-i t::= ent;irP. 
Bu;:-r:~-\! ,::2' .. ff~f~i·3?1 t·:zs C~si..gn2d t:J p~c;-. .;~n~. N~":·e::t}:2less: t.he lcr~g: 
c:l..~i;:-1 c~ t.a.r~s·..st~2....-it fairly c1ive.s .risa to tl:e questio::. \·/~3~'""'.e:::- it 

· . .... :..ulr:~1atttl in sare act.ion whi'=h caused hi.s d~~,, 2..-1d logically 
.:..-i..:.::::. ~~ ·q!..i.~.:it:ivr1 ~tcthe£ ci1e investign.tio~ by the Eureau into 
his deat.11. was tai..,ta:1 by its institutioncl dislike for ::Zing. f J 

-~!·.)t -~ 
• 

1 i / . . :--: ·· · Reccrrrne...':daticn 
· ···- ...... . :=· ·-. ./:-: -

.- ; ... ,·. " t·!tll~ ,,-e hav~ ·1x-en abl~ to ascertain a great deal al::out t.he 
relation.ship ret,1:en tJ1e FBI a'ld Dr._ King throi.:.gh our review, ar.c. 

- - ··.1· .• ·_. ::.~ 
~ .. ·-::. !: ~ 

- --: .. ·~ . ._._7:-. . 

3/ S0:::ticn ·2~J. is violated t,-he., "t;,o or rrore persons c.":Jn5?i..'re to 
Tn.iur~, ocpr-es.:;,. t.1tr3atcn o::- int.iftlid.J.te any citizen in t..'--:e free 
exercise or e;;joy;::ent of any right er :?riyil~e sec>zcl to hL'T'. 
by the constitl!t..icnal 1~~Ns of t.!l.e Unite:i .Stabs. " Section 242 

· p:.:-ohibits ess211tially tl:e .sarre cor.::luct by an individl!al actir.g 
un::l2= color of law,. as the principals ~vol~'.; 'lo.:e,re. f'-l 

I .· .. . . . 
.. - .. ;,;~-:-·.'~ •. 

.•:.• 

.• ~ 

··=·. · 
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·-6 ~:~-i ;,i,1\irrAT- ._ 
cari t.':ercfoi:-::? r. .. =:..'<:e tJ1e quali.Eied fircings setij~_-r+.~c;-~t . .-J•~;e . 
not ~.n able to c::rrr,lete this imresdgatio:1 , i.r1 ~ tir.!2 ar.d 
t,,ith the reso\irces •.-:e have h2:i. to c:at-e . E2cause of the e:~~a
ordinary natu..c(? of t.iUs i.r:~uiry, I a.rn th~a.:ot:'e re;ccTrr.~~ji.!':cr 
t.1-iat thi! De~rtr.ent cc~lete this t.:lsk by r2vfo•,li2:g all =ti:;.=::.als 
ar.d witnesses be.~ir.q c:1 t.'-:.e questiors p::,:;ed in t{cve:rber, 1975. 
Wni!e it \·,,.,uld be bath lc-siti..c.::.te .:;r.d sur;;=o!.tile for ycu to 

. conclt:de t:,at our four-rx)nCJ.'1 revie·.-1 ar.d the S.2r.ate C:::,!:r.tittee ' ~ 
sL"ttl.1~ r~vie-...r a!."'e c.d£q:.?ate to an.5".,r:.r th·2se qt..1estio:1s, in r;-..1 
opir-ic:i ... ;e c2nr.ot O.:lay co:-icerns ',·:hich ts-.d to dis::=e::lit t.~e 
FBI and the Justice D=pa.rt.ent until \•;e :1ave e:-:a-n.l.ned all availvble 

· i:XC?i~:1-tion !:e=.rir.~ on t.:.~e q,..:estic,r.s ~sr-::d in Nov,;;.-rl:er. I ,,uuld . 
.&.s,.,,,~e-&0"!"9,"= l"'~~._.,_r.-< ti·n·~ :oll01111·~-g s .. - .... -. /: 
u - ---~-~ - - .L • • • ~"':'.::,.: l ~J ... 

. , ..... . . . · ·. 
'1) Legal Task Force ......... 
A D:part::82nt Task Force should l:e create:d for the pu..rpo:'c:~ 

of car.ple:tir,g the revie·.'l which w2 ha•,e bsgun. Tr..e Tas!-: Fcrce 
would consist of a.11 atto!nev directer, 2-;;or-Qx.k.ate:!.v fc~ .. :;t:2.ff 
attorneys, arxl a..'1 ar:pro~ria'te nGrC°_r of i.-~search a.71;lysts c:r.d 
clerical assi:;t.cnts. 'l':1e attor.1eys &.osen ought not to rave •,.o::::.ced 

·on the l\l=lrtin Luther King case before. The Task Force sr.culc. reco:?:"t 
its f:i.n:iings a..-.d ccnclt:sions to you on _or al:x)ut Janua...--y 1, 1977. (:.v 

··-~{i \\/ 
:·: -:.~~-.-~-~-_:.}\·:·-~ ·. 

2) Advisory CCT:'!llittee 
_, ..... 

· · : In a:lditi.o:1 , ! ~.i::iuld reccmr.e.--d t.'1-:e· ~c:::cint;;-;::nt of an 
]',f .. 1.-.. is.."')~J C...~t:::~ of b:t=,.:s"-2.."1 fi~.'t=: c:...-3. nin'i:!-d.isti:-.=cl.s!:l:i! (;iti-.::a-~ 
_t·=1oS8 p~i.'7.a=-1 task: ~-:acid 1:-: to re11ie~ .. ; tr.s \·:or:k of the Ta~ Fc::ce, 

·. -to- r..ave t.ot.=- 1 .2.r::5.. ::.~et~e:. acces::; to a:!.l files , \.,.~t.:.,es:.,c::.;, ar-.d 
other ir.fo:tr."ation a~,c.il~le tv. t.."lc:? D2p2ri:r:"e..11t ?.!'.d ~ -2 T~=:1..: =~=-~e, 

, · · ·::··-·to edvise you 0-41d ·tli-e Task Force al::out tJ1e condt!ct ar:d prcg-:·~ss 
of the revie1,, c.r.d to rra.."Ce a final re!;X):!'.t cf their fL-.<lings 2.!"::i 
conclusions , eitl1:2r in =nji.1.!'.ction with the Tas!-c Force er 
.ir.depcrrlent of it, .also on or al:xiut Ja..":.uary 1, 1977. ·Ti1e 
p.;.rpoSe of th~ P.dvisory CCwil.i.ttee would be to have C!t cut.side, 
frcs11 pc;;r5:;ective on ~~; sta~e of cur prese....·.-lt i..'"'£on;:,.ation ~(! t..11.e 
conduct of t.'!e investia3t:i.cn as it t:rocesrls to its conc!t::Sic::. 
J-J.though I reg~d t..t.:e Just.ice Cep..:!Z'~~:1t as SC?rJ'i.-:9' e:~ ~..:=;J.ic 
.interest as much as a citize...'1s' ~Jttee serves it, h:ivi-...:7:g ncn-
gove.....-r.!7:e--ntal !_Y-JJ::;ons ironitori~g a ·g~mr.ent review of gcv,~_-r:r~'1tal 
acti.oris \.iOu:!.d provicle an i.rrp::,rtar,t 2.dditior:al dirr.e.":.s5.on oi 
public r~view ar:d \•;culd add crediliil:i.!.:'.f to the ficlings, t·i:'!atever 
they rray J:e. /u._ 

.-: ·: _. -:-::? .. _\.-.· ,: .. · .. -:- - ·- ~ ... ,. - -~-

I 
. 1 · · ... · 

· . .-··. 

---~ 
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The c;e.a.,2.r.:11 charter of 00.t..'1 t.l:.e Task Fo!'ce cr~d t.~9 Advisor.1 
~-..ittce \-;c~l d, as i.'1dica:o-1, l:e to cewplete a.-i invc::stig::!.ticn 
of the fil~ Ui.-tl \.:it.nzsses c:. s b~ey b3:ir upcr: the ~uestio:1s p.:>sed 
by yqur Nov,:;:;,.'::,.::::-, 1975, d.'.2:2c t iv~. The T<2sk Force ard .i\dviso:cy 
Ccrr:ni.ttce w:n.: . .:d i~2.·;2 a:;~lc';:e azxi total access tc all files, 
i~orrra!:~on, datz., rr.tcrr.orZ?.r.d.:i, p:::rsonnel, witnesse.s, ard nny 
oth~._L""!forr~t:ion, ::Oti'-1 iri a:~ O'J.~ of c;cve.._rp.rrant, r2levn11t to 
t.'le.ir ·tc.s}:s. The T2...s!, .Fo::cc ;.~uld ,._1.so have o:::dir.::Jrf litigating 
Division access to c..irrent ?SI assistn.nce ar.d other r.or.nal 

· resources cf e-,e ~parbre."1t(C,-; 

. -· In cc:,,pletfrtg t'1e Ki..T'lg revi.e·,.,, th~e. arc several specific 
tasks which tl:e Task Force and }.dvisory Camuttee ought to 

addr.~ss: f) •'. ,_ ... ' ... 
A) Field Office Reviews ' '' · · · ·,. 

l:_ .. ,;·.-- ·~·:·· ·- -·~ ---.- · · 
0

· ~_,. : , . • ;_':'.we .have not read cr.y of 'tJ:e files in fue field. Alt,'iough we 
· have no basis to l:elieve ::::at th2:::e files will disclose new er 
.. : siSI"!ificzmt 2C.diticr..al in£orr.ation, the recen~ dis~lcsti:i:es of 
· the 92 surrep~ tic~s entries ac;air.st tht:: Scciali.st ~·;:>r~-2.rs Pc..:..-t.y 

4,· . • ~, l!s~·.:: ~c-.::~·:, ;-;fii.cZ·, \.,Gca z.p~,2=e:-.tly discov~e.d only Dy a ~ehl 
revie,-, of field office files , sugg:2st tl1at a re·Jie-:·.' _of such files 

·; ·ron.:e::.rnir:g I:·!"'. Kir.·:; is c.!~~ i..r: c ... ..:~. · It is i='CS3itle ·;:1-.at. ·(l-"c:s~ 
filez t·.-t")nltl :::co ta.in ::-:cv!'ds of .::.cti•.)!'!.S ag..:U..a-..st Dr.. ;~..i..1-i.g which 
r.z:! r.ct l:e9...~ ::~"'":::::t.:.~~~:i t"/ h,:::idq:..12!:'"'.:2!.·s, altl:.:;L!q~--:. 2Us is ;:;:r::<.2ly 
~ctiT .. •e. r~ cc.:::;l.et.z ;:-eview , .... ~uld rs:C!"..Jire th-::? Task ?-:J.rce -=a 
r&J t.1~ fiel(! off:,;.2 . ::'i!~= -:J:: Z?.t les!: I?~. Y~:.g, th.:? 'S.::r...C, -'.ii1Cl. 

. Other _rel.?.te.5. ·su;:,j::.<:ts as t~~::' Bffear frc,:n t.}icse fil<;;S{'J\.~ . ·c.: ... · 

.'.:·'.~). Headqua>'.'ters Fil~s :': '~}\,> · · · · .. :\··. 

. ~---: .. '.:" :.-}. -... :. . · ... :- . 

. We have not recd all heac.G'..!arte:::s fil~s on Dr. Kbg 
,;,.. -{ (b) (7) (C) ••• ] ,;,;e have only s:;ot-checked an:! follc;;;:d =oss

re.fef't2~1:Ci ::'Iies on SCT..C, C2:J.S.7:., C~.~izt. Inil~ence on P..=cial 
1-Jatters, Mrs . :Kfog, [ ••• _(b_2 _(7JJ_~)_. _•. ~- !. ~- ~ ~...!-· J _. ar.c a f121·1 ot.~cr 
rel.at~ f iles . The:!:"e h2s 1:~..n n0 ur-.C~:.-t~:i.-.3 as :z·et to r~· .. tie:·: 
file::; i..T'l or..!2.r to d2temi..."'1:2 ~.11e~er sirrJ.la,: conat1:?rintelliCje..:~·::e 
ca·l1paigns i•;2=e Cli.r'S<.:tc:d at othe.!' civil rights D.ctivists such 2.s 
Dr. Ral.ph AD"'..:."7:=!~.y , D:;:". Ja"!'e?.s F=...r, or c:r.£:rs. Th~ lihilfr.r..,cd 
that a revie., oE all such r.at2ri2.ls •.,:ould le.'l.ci to prosecutiV2 
er eisciplir.,:i.ry .::,::Liens s~'"".S to re r<2.!'.'ctG fa light of tJ-,:- p-::17sage 
of ti~ end t:.e 3d~·:)-:J.on cf t::".e Attorr~ev i::.2r~2ral 's i"!S':t gt:.1.del1n~s . 
:Nevertt,eJ.ess, f.<:.M c,f i;s sus,;;ect~ the ~C::.?2 ot th~ FBI' s {LJ:J 

. . 

. ".;. 

•· •• a. 

· . : ·=:t'::· 
. · .. _ .. ·•· 

.:"": : -:-·-
.a. ·, - · • .•. 
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- activiU.es as thev have no.1 been r e•,-=cle:1 i.'1 rel.J.ts:! 
S I" ..,!:I _ ... 1 ··1 1 '":\ -111 "-i " j~ .,.. ~ ~r, •1 - ' -~ u. '-'-'' ",? ... et.:;""" ~·1~ ..... a __ cn ·.,'OU!.- •• ..;..CC-=>saI.l '.l r'"q-....:.i.re do 

r~vi~w of h=~n~a...>-ter_:3 files. ?-1 . . .. total 

Findi..gs of wror:·:;:::Q::..-:g which lj'ZY l:;~ t.":e subject of 
p:,ssibl~ cri~nal p1.·::s~t1tion crd a=e not ti11~~· b.nr=c:.:! should 
be refz..."Tm t.o the crLr:tiral or Civil Rights Divisicn clS their 
ir,tere;;;t _r.a::r" <l.ppear {t,_ I ":: . . ,-:,; :': : .' .. 

, :· . 

C) 

----- -- --- _. _ _:. 

------- ·-- ... d 
. ---··- -~ - .. ,,.· . . ,_,.,,.,. :, ----~·-~· ... ---- · ·--.... . _____ .... ~ ·------
---- - - - - ----~---.. ·--- --
·-···----·--. 

__________ ClAS_S_IFIED·: SECRET.~EXEt!PT Ui',DEiC(J:?.HD~. 

----'---'--'------------------- --- . -····- --- .. --- ·----·-· --.~ 

-----------·---------- ---- · - -- ---- - . . S . 

--. : ~ · .. 

The· EI c~...:i..::'~ -:.C.?-5, prcrluc£<:i b.."2...11scrists, .a~ pl=.::~~ 
i...YL{CJ!.7'..2tion. J~ the ::"ile5 t~-ct:;;h i-r;p=c~.2!r a.id il.2.eg.ll inv·.:sl:.iga:.~··.;e 
azt1-:,,.-.;_~i2:">. Ti"-~ qu.estion D:~efor: arises as to tr.2 ;::;0P2L zr.d 

:· .. 1~.31 d;s:-fY"-:;~~'"""' r-.f! +-~ ..... ~Ar.::.--;':'~;=--,~ --fl"-i 1 ·!°' ;,;2.re ir~:.:v~ly v0ta:L:.e-i 
artl \~1rich are scur.Lilous cr.d Lrrrr.at:rial to any p:-c~~- }.aw e.11..f:.·=ce-

-. rrerit fu.r~ction oz- histo=ic pt.lr..~se. As vo1.1 J<r.a,.1, cr.c· has 
reze~cf:8:3. "'~his is.51,;.:2 i..'1 connection witi1 th~ des!:r..1cti0n of 
hp;:o~ly acczuir;s:: rr.:1tt.dals relati:lg t:..:. ( ••• (b) (7) (C) •• ) I 

·,.;ocld s~-;gest t...~t OLC, t.~e Tas!, Force, w~d the }l.civiso~J Ce:.~tt~ 
~oin;·"!y ~·.Ork t;~t: a procs.:1.ure f or ... re·v·ic·;ir~g ~ ~esc. :.zFs. °:--:~ 
rel2tcl ~~rJ.~ls ='er F~.....Oses · or: rc-c~.:~~~:.g '.·:fl1cn :ni.;nt .:.:-e 
des~yc::i, tt.kL-;.; ir~to accoUi-it °t.L'-1~ r~-uir~rents of the ?z-i·..ra.C'.l 

_ Act., t.li~ !-!.·~z:~. cf Irt:c~tio:1 Act., a.-id the Federal Rec.orC.s ~!\~t.. y 
It r,,3.y als0 i::2 a:;;p:.::oprL:.~,:! to ccnsclt tJ-1e KL-:g f,::.:.rily cor:c2mi::.g 
~ <1~stc..::~tio:1 o: ~ er all of t.~~S·~ !~1.teri.2.ls. (\•::: h~".-'e 
h=en i.nfa::rre, tr'.2.t f2.!7i.i.ly re:=·ressntati'.;e:~ rca.y ~ai. .. e ir.d.ica.c.2::i su::;1 
a p!:'~f~:--a"1ce during c.Jntact:s ~·1it.h t.~-2 staff of the S-2:n~te Sele~~ 
CO!"'ii!U.ttec.} In a~dition, !Y::cziusc so:r.e of the info~at.ion in 

. 

. ·-·· ,;. ... _ 

: • 4 •• • • 

. . .:~ 

.. --: ... ·: ... 
. - .:- . ,·-

-- ~-. 

y Der:,uty Assbt.:mt Attc!Tey C-ene.-al M.~·y L.3;-:ton :iJ:<li-:::ates ore-
li.~ilv tna= this ~l:.:p:::c2.c:1 is pl-=.t.!silile aJ.::l:-~i.:gh tt":0r<:! r:-a~- be se::.e 
r~qui~Er.'2;t.s or inf~:::r-:i'ti.on c1.llL~ io= cc;15ttltat icn ,,;it.'1 ~~~ J,_r.,:;1.~·.:ist ... ~) 

.... - ... ···1 

---------~-·~-.- ..... 



' · 
(!ll(?$tJ.o:1 ;.;cu.ld be treate:1 in a sens.::.ticnill fashion if "le3k~l" 

"to the public,. proc•.:cil.!!:'al Scf€"':.n2~C.s ..,,-c-"J.l~ h~ve to tc C'3..rc~..i.!.lv 
folla.,ro. He~less to sav I it ;.;o~ld l::e highly i.17-ro::::= if \:.:-:.is 
effort to cle'1!ise the fil~s resultx in a cc=ro:nise of privacy 
which thZ! effort .,;a::; d:c!si:;;:e:n to in~..rr~. f ) ~ 

E) Disdplfo;i_._-y ;..ct..:.C·:1· 

·;- · 
Other t}i.an princir~~ls, wa have r.ot ide.'1tificl asents ~·M 

took ilJ.e:-;l'al c::: i..:-;-;;:rc?"'_:: actic:1 a;ainst King , or t..':e e.:-::t::nt o= 
t.tY.!ir culr_)abili ty. In ffi'J o;;>inicn. the FBI should be dire-:::tc:i 

: to ur~2rta},:~ this a:;s2s::7"2nt i '.:s,2lf , ar.d report to 1·ou its fir.C.ing5 
an::1 any di. scl,?lL'""2...i..-_, 2cticn pro~~.;;sd O!" taJ~en. The Task Force 

: . and ~.:-1,ti:::-.o::::, C~~t-=:ee sh".:>1.!ld ref:= any L~omat.ior. it discove.=s 
... · . · in:lic=.ti.ng a i;X)te..tial for discipline to the FBI for appro;:riate 

f ollc;-,...uo. Your of::ice and. the Bureau . .. auld, of course , a)so · 
be free t o consult t.:.11e Task Force and Cc:r.mi.tte2 oonccnri.r.j · 
the disciplir.e issue gene!:ally o:::- on a case-by-c<'.:.s~ basis:(~) 

. . - :-•:. :- . -: . ; ,;- ··:-: _;: : '. , . ·.• .• ... ..: ::· ;'·\?\ _·.'·. ::;)'_}_ Pote.'1tial Rerne::lial J>..c-._icn >·:i.} .. '..~.L_(. 
•. •. - -. :· ~.,-· 

. · ._, .. · ::: '-- :: AssUwJng° ·the validity of OUJ:" cor.c:lusion t.'1a:: the 2: 
: · . -._- .: repeate::il:,' viclcte:i Dr. King ' s feie?:ally-p:::otected righ::s; t":.:.t 
. ~- p!"'0 .3c,\.4~i·.:e act.io:i is tirr~ DarrEC.; tn.at d~ath and retire~o-..t 

prevent effective disciplbary action; a.re t.'1at the ne1,; ·g-..1id8ii:1es 
p~~JJ.--d~ ?.:.1~7 . !?2'.:'..Z"~£...~(:C ct ~,i:; kL-...::. cf · a~tivi t:".f , ~:h:2:· Ci'l.!~sti.cn 
a.t:i~~s .-ih.st~:.er tl~-= ~parL--rr.ent tas an obligation to rrcJ:e ?.:'.Y £\.~-.:.~ 
effort. to =o j~z~ic-2 ir;. t..':i.s ~tdtt~. 'L'l2 quest.ion 5.s ES:~..::-c:~?.lly 
rcl c· ... ~-it l!:=:r'.:? !:-2ea~1s2 trie King fa:il:! .ly .... ,ill be ~~.ik2J.y ~ s.scl::. 
civi l .::~&2:::s ir: d2l7.ages f0= fc::u:- of fi..rrt..~er :7:ubli~izir~g the 
scurrilous .n2..t.:..1ra of the i.:..tc.rr~tion ac-;uir~ , a~d. bt.:!~~~.::: ~c 
·full exte.'°lt of t..':e vicl=.tior:s are J,..no,m only to the, goverrsi:2nt.. 
, V.orwver., t..'le FBI files shG",,,r that t..~ C3I:?=-ign agair.s_t ~ir:g did-
. succeed to the i,:oint of ca~si.11g h i.r;i serio,.is 2r.d prol ong@ m2nt2.l 
ans,tlsh. T~.e .files reflc:ct t.~at ~".-:e Btrrea.u '.s actio:1, e£~ecia2.ly 
the r.'ailfog of the t:;.pe, occ."'.sic:-i~ [,, •• , ...... (b)(7 ) (C) ., • 
.• • • • • • : •• ] 2.11d prcfessio:-.... tl disccrd.--ali injurie:5 that could 
be COrrp2I1s.able ii., a priva'-:e d::r:".age act.ion ur.der 42 U.S.C. §l933.(G.) 

On the o=he1:' harrl, or.e ca."1 argue that in spit::? of the· 
atte:rpts to ciscr.:dit Dr. King, his ·re;_:;utation in the cc..r.1.L'lii.:'J' 
has r.ot l>2e.:., <l.;:.it1.a·;;:d i...-1 ru1y :r:easur-=.ble t·:ay by these acti·:>:1.~. 
On the con~:c1.ry, it 2ight i:.-: argi.:2d that da::,.;,g,2 will occ.= cnly 
publicl:,• rziisir.g the: l<ing file through a continuation of t.'1.i..s 
investigation~ ,2/ ( t.._) _ •. 

2f Pri.'le:!'.'ily to= t.'1is re:1son, ti:~ Chief of t.l-1e Cr:irnin:ll Sect.ion, 
Fcb~t A. !-:11..'1'.)ny, receffi7erds a.gains!: further inquir.y by T.3s'.( Force 
.or !-..Cviso:-:i C~:-:7'..itt~.: . ~ , 

_,,,,.,,,,.,_,.,,"""'"""'"·.,.,,~ ........ ,_,_.,. . ..,..,_...,.,.._.,., ..... ,, .... .,....,...,_"'.,, .. _,...,_,,._ .... ..,.~....,.,.,._,1.,, .. ,,...,..,,,_~.~ .. _!!'I,;.·" 144 - ¥, ?¥ ..... 11 .'L 
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. Under t.'1es~ circ:..:.-;-.star.cc5, ! Sl.!ggest t!'..at it fa pre;:~ 
for- the Task .Fc.:-.ce ~~d k:'",,:isor..: C~,li.ttc~ to cc~3.i.Ce:r ~-"1-2: feasibility 
O-£-rl pro:9riety of co::pcnsat.L"'":g hiug '.s survi:vo?:"s or , p=, .... :d1.;;.:=;s wit..~ 
their COr!CUIT!2n::e, tit= KL11g Four.dilticn. This ccul=. c .. 1 accc:.;,listed 
eitl:er by direct ;::-=.yr:=t or c pri•:ate, bill. Prccccent for suc:i 
car,pensatior: e:-d.sts i.n t..}ie settlerr:=ni: of the Cl).' s case i.."l·.-olvi.-:g 
the LSD e..'92r.im:!l-"1ts , <Jnd in cases L-i:t'clvi1:g u..'12.u~c:-iz8..: dis3~-r~;.a
tion. of ir.forra.ticr: by t..':e Eu:re3.u. Cor1tra.ry d<=.bate is also 
cccurrir~g .... :ith re;c=d ta a privat~ hill to ~,sc.t:2 victi.!7:S 
of the ~·;our.CW K.11ee I·!2.ssecrc. If t..}iis iszue is !i'E.C.e a pa=t of ~-...~ 
Task Force's aro Advi::ary Cc:iil'i tti:!(=' s cr..=.::.-'-...er, t.':e•, sr:oul=. · co:1Sic.er 
all factors, :for_ c'.r.:'i agai."lst, ~-d re:c.:-:::e,xl a:::::ordinJly. 01 

·.··' : -:-· :. :._·::.~.: · .. ;:-·-:.· ' -~---- , .. . . ' . . :, 

. .-: J. $tanley Pottinger 
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