Dear Jim, In camera inspection of MFD records, 0692 LW 7/20/78

I've reread my affidavit of 6/4 as it relates to Walker's and find that I addressed
your present problem in it in Par. 130, the very general nature of the langusge Walker
used in the subpoena and his affidavit. I beoieve that what the Department has done
amounts to a trick on Judge Gesell, espoclally kmowing that he wants to clear this up
before golng on vacation the end of next week. They are trying to impress him with a
non-existing need for secrecy when they hope he'll not have time to give it much thought
or conduct any inquiry. I had this feeling this morning, hence my first note while you
were talking is "in campra- vs. public domain,"

I can dd detail to my aff}davit but I think that in it I was Sairly specific with
regard to what is lknown and what 1s being withheld from you that is already in the FBI
reading room by virtue of its having been given to me in 75«193f. I did state this in
my effidavit. I suggest you reread it beglgning about Par. 136 and ask that they
rrovide refutation of each and every paragraph from there to th: cnd of Walker and
inoluding what I stated about Stanton and his affidavit. (Reminds me, wasn't scme of
thic in the PD's files from when he was PD?)

I did not address Item 1_of the affidavit directly because it is too general:
“Statements - State v. James ®arl Ray pages 1400 %0 1523,." Assuming that thi s refers to
the statement os witnesses and quoting from page 18 of Metealfe's Motion, '"hhe confi-
dentislity, of course, centered around the contents of the documemts..." it would
apbear to be fairly ocertain that these are largely within the public domain in various
veyse One 1s by being used at the guilty plea hearing or at the evidentiary hearing,
(These comments have fairly ge general application to all the items.) I believe they
have %o have been avallable in some form to the public defender, whose investigations
address them. They certainly were used widely in the press, so widely that the judge
issued a gag order and contempt citations. Without knowing the apecific content one can
only generslize but some of the witness statoments were used in the extradithon
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2, is "Follow up investigation of the Scens, ..." 4gain 1t is not, because of the
general nature of the language to address the specific records or thelr content., How-
ever, 1t appears quite unlikely that any of the content is secret for the above and for
other reasons, the information given to me by the FBI in 1996,

The records provided me ave very spoocific in attributing the information to the
police, In soms instanceq I was given reclevant police rports, I mean othsr than
political records hers. “elating to the crime and to surrounding circunstances. The
FBL began filing regular teletype roports to FBIHQ using this police information.

In additdion to other forms and reports of various kinds there was a difaly teletyped
summry of this information. These include detailss of the orime, of the police and FBI
investigations, interviews with witnesses and reinterviews with wltnesses. Remember the
progecutorial volumes and the index to them on thls. About 3,000 cards, more entries,
Memphis the largest single source. (Interesting that OFR want-d o the "followup"
rather than the original inwestigation. Suggests intent to coverup.

I did eddress “tem 1 in Par. 126, Remember my files of news clippings I gave you,
all mounted. They bear on all of this and how confidential anything was.

My 127 18 on the fake CB broasdcast. I can expand on this considerably. % a and b
and 6a relate to this. I was glven the pollce reports by the FBI on this plus the FBI's
own investigation. The police reports thus are already in the public domaingand to a
degree in the FHL's public reading room. Ygcause tor years 1t has not been relevant and
thus raises substantial questions about what the OPR was up to with this interest at
s0 late a date I did not make copies or establish a sevarate file, This, o course, was
also given to the papeis, which interviewed the young suspect and printed the transcript
the poilice made of the rebroadecast., The police reports Include th young man's nsme,
what his parents, particularly the mother sald, details of his equiloment and interests,
what others alleged, etc. The name is Latign, like Delmonica only it isn't that.



4s best 1 now recnll the police reports they identify the father as a lawyer and as
standing by his son in the son's denial. “ives a deacription of the boy's room and where
what equipment ia located in it. The mother said he was not using bds eguipment, perhaps
that ha was studying, 'There are heighbor interviews, I think, and of others who are
fariliar with CB, I think including a TV man or repairman, (I'll be if the judge were
to ask me questions much more w | come bgp remomber, ¥ nevor looked into this myself
aftor I lecarned the time of the fake broadcast. It began about & half-hour after the
erime and thus gould not serve %o cover flight from the city when the borders are so
clase, tho river bridge about 10 minutes away. 4 cover fake broadcast would have begun
only a few ninutes after the shooting.

Yhat I do not state in fur. 128 is that the details of the "detail" were in XFD
reaords I was given in 1996, (5d) This includes from before the plane landed and the
Reddit/Richmond and firewen flap, which you may recall I also had in my book and had the
details abeut the week of the crime. It is all public knowledge and was from the firste
Matt Herron, who gave me his notea ond tapes, got it from the local blacka when he waa
there an assigment for Hewseeek, The police roprost go into spscifics relating o
a meeting or meetings, including at a church, I belleve even to reporting that dbemathy
called “ing up end told Mm the audience had o have him. King, who had been up most
of the night conferring with various people — and 1 have the details of with whom and
in what rooms <had asked Abernathy to substitute for him., Includss details of yanking
Reddit and why and by whom when he did ngt do as ordered by shona. T $hink it is Li,
Aviin who went and fetched him in person. Richmond remained. (Plus othors not generally
known.) % think I cen even give you the license numbers of the cars, etc.

Back to the CB, I think Austin Hax i3 the fellow who heard the CB broadeast and
flagged down an ¥FD care Was it Lt, Yradshew? I'nm no% sure but I beliove Shore is more
than one interview with Anstin., I think ho ig a steamfitter and tho records includs a

wintd his ¢ v re dl and t i : I
think he &150 had questions vecauge the aimal intensity did not wvary.

I don + belleve qI raceived coples of any records relating o the Bustang from tho
police bub~that entire mattor, wy 125, subpor—m T4, could not be more public, Hemembor
there was litigation over this. Refro “ays went for it and Perey Forsman also didelt
wag all in the papsre, in groat dobaile.Thexs is no detadl of the car itsell not in the
FBI rocoxds, ineluding pictures, inventory after scarch, eta. Bven the battary and the
tires wore investlsated and the retorts msde public in 1996,,This is roughly true of
6c, too, except for the .ilthhelding of some names. The D gave prints to the FEI,

I'm not .ure if I got copies of the howicide roports 1 gotv the content and some
similar vecords if not what this (7a) refors to. The d;opsy vaport was used in the
sztradition and the content of {he homicide vepurt is what + presume was nrrated at
the guilty ples hearing and aduced from witnusses. Hers as with most if anything is
withheld 1%t is what does not sgrse witih the official story. A1l the rest was used or
lesked, and ths leaiting was rually extensive, in “emphis and via FEIHG.

1 was given what ¥ police had on Th, loc i of Tact units. Yo not misunderstand
me in this. I au not spraking of the three om a roast brek at the firehouse aslone. 1 mean
all or all within a mlle or so of the .cene of the crime, 4s with the CB, this was of
no spsclal intorest so L kept no sepurats files but 1t was given so me. The lscations,
a8s ¥ recall now, wore oriented in distance from the scene and I think times were given.
Franiily, I see no rwason to withhld 4his hacauae 1t doos not reflect badly on the police.
My vecollection of the police inforwmation, which * bulievs, ia that the Tact units nere
yroperly Jispsrsad, for all to be able Lo reach poteatial trouila apots m*n.nl_,r ¥ the
wayy i believe the reports indicate the prosence of polles other than of the ‘act units
at the flrehouse ot the tice of shootdng and include the namse of those in tho Tact wnits,
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I think ietcalfe, in his oversealois practise of adversary law, gave you a heel
that is vulnerable, his claim that the content rather than the report itself requires
confidentislity. Clobber him on this. The content can't be secret except for what oughi
to be out in this case, one historical by the 4G's own designation (when he hud little
choies, of course), what 1s or can be exculpatory or exposes ofiicial error or mise
conduct. I believe bothe

On content I can take the stand and wear Gesell out with details, sven now, if he
aulks cuestlons based va what he reed in the records.

On ”‘aank, there is wore of the same cr=diting the prosccution with his info, as
his B0ok also reflects, on the 4ape of our joint radio appearance, WBG, Bostone I
recall some detsils on the rifle and the clip because 1 flailed him lustily over what
the prosecution hed fed ldre

Aftor the St, “ouls broadcast he and the Uoubleday flacks with uim end I had &
long meeting in the hotel's st soda shepe The bar was closed for the nighte. Ha blab-
bed even mores Oh yes, in the studio at WNEW, when he was with Huie and Duyer before
and after the show but not on it, he blabbed *hat they had even given him the autopsy
color plotures. CGroden, who wes tajdng the show in the audience, misunderstood Yrankts
intentiona as Prank rushed up to me so he did not stop to turn his tape recorder off,
Some of the bit about the autopsy pix is on t o Groden taps, Frank pave me to undersiand
that his information had to he good befauwse it all came from ths prossculion and that he
then conducted lengthy versonal interviews for literary details end for presenting hine
self as Hawkshaw “olnes.

feminds met remember my conversation with the sheriff's receptionist and she %old
me Frank is so poor an invesiigator he could not even find J')e:fc;y Foreman at the carty?
Rewember hor accounts of the osrties for the press, whore the local oftficigls provided
locsl ladies, of whom she was one? ‘rank told me they also drove him around, the DA's
people, I am not sure that he included Canale ani Dwyor but I think he dide I know
ynum Shaw is thiz specific. But when I was Ray's iavestlgstor I cowld not even get to
ses the oflicisl vecerds, soopdig ovidence, o7 th: gudlty plos hwardy;; sxzeceph for the
rifle and the v3ir dire. Rhodes and Hascon olsined it all as thelr '"worlk product."”

1'd give Gesell. she transcript oX the Cenale spesch at the Jacikson convention of
the bar, where he goles into the pelice evidence and show the piotures, even of the
autoray, credits it to the police, ana I'd include as many of the news stories as you
can find from my filea of the other such public appearances. L recall one at “aliin-
burg and one av the &lbsrt Pick, I think that was the tradkers' coavention and that
Carlisle presented the police ovidence znd the same plx to the truckers. There was a
news story on this,

Reddd%, by the way, wont public with the content of the pelice reports absut bim,
He also went public, on TV and elaswhere, after he testified to the House assassins.
No secrecy there, Ho went to “ew Yerk to do %hs W1 Noble TV show with “os rayne  ~
again told the entire story. I think I stl)l have Les'® tape because he has not been
back oirnes ho left it hers. He agreed to apvear wit: Lene st the Pross Viub ceviy for
Lane's book in oarly Ywne 1977 but did not show becsuse of his wife's illness. _e did
make of' 9r guch ap earancess Holloman and othsr nfflcials have all given thelr accounts
of the content of these msportse Hollomsn frou bes Payne to Abby #lann. Lane also boasts
of Inupnctor Smith (PD, not sheriff) on tape with thic Idnd of 1nfa in an intorview,

Sn treaet Hetcalfe like achilles with his excess, =ven if ho ain't no achillss,
I'd really lay it on hard on his own words and his own emvhasis on "content."

Faybe you'll have questlons when T get back, Oh yed, I'? eatimate that I have at
leagt soveral hundred pages of *PD reports, some pretty lojg and few wery short. This
is why I sugpested that you askm Geaell $o ask them for a list of the [IPD raports thay

gave we, This can be done easily in the MIO, not HQ. Hantdly,



