
JAMES H. LESAR, 

v. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Plaintiff, 

Civil Action No. 77-0692 

U.S., DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

Defendant 

SUPPLEMENTAL AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES H. 
LESAR IN OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANT ' S 

MOTION FOR SUMi.'1ARY JUDGMENT 

I, James H. Lesar, first having been duly sworn, depose and 

say as follows: 

1. I am the plaintiff in the above-entitled cause of 

action. 

2. This suit arises out of a Freedom of Information Act re

quest which I made on February 7, 1977 for the Report of the De

partment of Justice Task Force to Review the FBI Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Security and Assassination Investigations (hereafter 

"the Shaheen Report" ) and records related to it. 

3. The Shaheen Report was signed and transmitted to the At

torney General on January 11, 1977. It was not made public until 

February 18, 1977. Consequently, my request for it was based on 

incomplete descriptions of it which had appeared in the press. 

4. After the Shaheen Report was released to the public, I 

learned that it continaed Appendices A and B. Although the text 

of the Shaheen Report referred frequently to Appendix B materials, • 

none were reprinted in the version of the Report which was made 
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p ub l ic. Whi l e some Appendi x A materials wer e reprin t .ed i n t h e Re

port, much Appendix A mate r ial was dele ted . 

5 . By letter to t he Deputy Attorney General dated March 10, 

1977, I made it clea r tha t I inte nded my reque s t to include all 

appendix material, not just that portion which the Department o f 

Justice h a d decided to release to the public. In his letter of 

June' 10, 1977, Mr. Michael Shaheen of the Office of Professional 

Responsibility advised me that his office would treat my March 10 

; letter to the Deputy Attorney General as a request for all appen

dix material. 

6. Mr. Sh aheen ' s June 1 0 letter also i n formed me , f o r the 

first time , of the existence of an Appendix C. He further advised 

me that: 

Appendix C is no being provided. Ma
terial contained in the appendix is exempt 
from mandatory disclosure pursuant to 
5 U .S .C. §552 (b l (1 ) and (5 ) . 

7. · Appendix C consists of twenty numbered volumes. Many of ~ 
these volumes contain the typewritten notes which were made by 

members of the Justice Department Task Force when they reviewed 

' records pertaining to the FBI's Martin Luther King security and 

assassination investigations . 

8. Although a number of the Appendix C volumes have now been ' 

made available to me, even those which have been released contain 

a s ubstan t ial number of deletions. Various claims of exemption 

a re made in support of these e xcisions . In fact , the Department 

now asserts three exemptions not mentioned in Mr . Shaheen's June 

10 letter and has abandoned the Ex emption 5 claim set forth ther e . 

9 . I e x ecute this affidavit primarily to address the valid

ity of the Exemption 7 claim as it applies to the notes which the 

Ta s k Fo r c e ma d e on t he r e c o r ds o f the FBI' s allege d secur i ty in

vestig ation of Dr . Ki ng. 
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. 10 . Exemption 7 t o the Freedom of Information Act exempts 

from mandatory disclosure matters that are: 

(7) investigatory records compiled for 
law enforcement purposes, but only to t he 
e x tent that the production of such records 
would (A) interfere with enforcement pro
ceedings, (B) deprive a person of a right 
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudica
tion, (C) constitute an unwarranted inva
sion of personal privacy, (D) disclose the 
identity of a confidential source and, in 
the case of a record compiled by a criminal 
law enforcement authority in the course of 
a criminal investigatiQn, or by an agency 
conducting a lawful national security intel 
ligence investigation, confidential informa
tion furnished only by the confidential 
source, (E) disclose investigative techniques 
and procedures, or (F) endanger the life or 
physical safety of law enforcement personnel 

The Department of Justice has withheld materials from me under 

7(C), 7(D), and 7(E). 

11. In order to qualify for entitlement to Exemption 7, an 

agency must demonstrate that the records were compiled for law en 

forcement purposes. Within the past few days I read the "Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Case Study" which is contained in Senate Report 

No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Govern

mental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities, Book 

III, pp. 79-184 . (This Report, hereafter referred to as the 

"Church Committee Report," is attached hereto as Attachment 1) 

The Church Committee Report makes it quite clear that the FBI's 

vestigation of Dr. King was utterly without any law enforcement 

purposes. This was admitted by the Deputy Associate Director of 

the FBI, Mr. James Adams, himself: 

in-

MR. ADAMS. There were approximately 
twenty-five incidents of actions taken [to 
discredit Dr. King ) ... I see no statu
tory basis or no basis of justification 
for the activity. 

THE CHAIRMAN . Was Dr. King, in his 
advocacy of equal rights . for black c iti
zens, advocating a course of action that 
in the opinion of the FBI constituted a crime? 

MR. ADAMS. No Sir. 
pp. 83-84 ] 

[Church Report, Book III, 

i 
I 

I 
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12. Just as there was no basis for any criminal investiga

tion against Dr. King, neither was there any basis for a lawful 

national security investigation. During its review of. \he alleged ; 

security investigation of Dr. King, members of the Department of 

Justice Task Force met with representatives of the FBI's Internal 

Security Division. The September 8, 1976 memorandum of Task Force 

. member Fred G. Folsom makes it clear that the FBI had no national 

security case against Dr. King. It reads in full: 

In an informal discussion on September 2, 
1976, covering several matters [deleted], it 
was conceded by them that there was no evidence 
that Reverend Martin Luther King , Jr., had ever 
been a member of t h e Communist Party, U.S.A. , 
nor was there direct evidence (i.e., quotation 
of oral or written statements ) that he espoused 
the communist philosophy or followed a "party 
line" distinguishable from the valid civil 
rights movement. It was stated that the Bureau's 
attention to King was predicated on his associa
tion with alleged CPUSA members , taking their 
tactical advice and using them for other matters 
such as legal advice, mass demonstrations and 
speech writing. (Attachment 2 ) 

13. This memorandum actually understates the reality. The 

, reality is that what masqueraded as a security-based investigation 

, of Dr. King was in fact an attempt to gain whatever information 
I 
; the FBI thought it could use to discredit him. There was no evi-

dentiary basis for the Bureau's attempts to make Dr. King a na-

tional security case. For example, May, 1962 the FBI included Dr. 

King on "Section A of the Reserve Index" as a person to be rounded ! 
i 

up and detained in the event of a national emergency. Yet as the 

: Church Report notes, "Dr. King was placed on the Reserve Index 

despite the fact that as late as November 1961 the Atlanta Field 
I 

Office had advised FBI Headquarters that there was 'no information ' 

on which to base a security matter inquiry.'" (Church Report, 

Book III, p. 87) 

14. That the FBI's investigation of Dr. King was the result 

. of a personal and political vendetta against Dr. King rather than 

a lawful national security investigation is further demonstrated 

---------· -----~ -~-----
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by the nature and character of its activities during its probe of 
i 

Dr. King and his organization, the SCLC. Not only were the tactics 

employed by the FBI utterly despicable and without any ·_basis in 

law, but they were focused upon--even obsessed with- - trying to 
i 

personally destroy Dr. King and his reputation, not upon preventini 
i 

against any alleged danger to the national security. The Church 

Committee itself reached this conclusion. 

The FBI's COMINFIL investigation appears 
to have centered almost entirely on discus
sions among Dr. King and his advisers about 
proposed civil rights activities rather t han 
on whether those advisers were in fact agents 
of the Communist Party. Although t he FBI 
conducted disruptive programs--COINTELPROs-
against alleged communists whom it believed 
were attempting to influence civil rights 
organizations, the Bureau did not undertake 
to discredit the individual whom it considered 
Dr. King ' s most "dangerous " adviser until 
more than fo u r years after opening the COMIN
FIL investigation. Moreover, when· a field 
office reported to FBI Headquarters in 1964 
that the Adviser was not then under the influ
ence and control of the Communist Party, the 
FBI d i d not curtail either its investigations 
or discrediting program against Dr. King, and 
we have no inidcation that the Bureau informed 
the Justice Department of this finding. Rather 
than trying to discredit the alleged communists 
it believed were attempting to influence Dr. 
King, the Bureau adopted the curious tactic of 
trying to discredit the supposed target of 
Communist Party interest- - Dr. King. (Church 
Report, Book III, p . 85 ) 

15. Even contemporaneous FBI memorandums give the lie to the : 
I 

claim that the FBI's surveillance of Dr. King was based on consid- 1 

j 

I 
Thus, Mr. Frederick Baumgardner, erations of national security. 

Chief of the FBI's Internal Security Section, stated in a memoran-

dum justifying microphone coverage of Dr. King and his associates 

· that the FBI was attempting to obtain information about "the [pri-
! 

vate) a-ctivities of Dr . King and his associates" so that Dr . King 

: could be "completely discredited . " (Church Report, Book III, p . 

. 121. ) 

i 
--~-----'-- ·-~-----~---~---------- ----~ • ~- . · -~~-------··- •.""<· - -~~I-'. 
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16. Notwithstanding its blanket coverage on Dr. King and 

his associates, the FBI failed to produce any evidence ,which would 

justify a national security investigation of Dr. King. 

Despite the fact that the investigation of 
Dr. King failed to produce evidence that Dr. 
King was a communist, or that he was being 
influenced to act in a way inimical to Ameri 
can interests, no responsible Government 
official ever asked the FBI to terminate the 
investigation. Their inaction appears to have 
stemmed from a belief that it was safer to 
permit the FBI to conduct the investigation 
than to stop the Bureau and run the risk of 
charges that the FBI was being muzzled for 
political reasons. (Church Report, Book III, 
p. 92) 

17. Ultimately, however·, Attorney General Ramsey Clark 

turned down rquests by the FBI for wiretaps on the _phones of the 

SCLC, Dr. King 's organization, stating: 

I am declining authorization of the requested 
installation of the above telephone surveil
lance at the present time . . There has not been 
an adequate demonstration of a direct threat 
to national security. (Church Report, Book III, 
p. 119) 

This, however, did not stop the FBI from carrying out illegal sur

veillance on Dr. King ' s wife and associates even after Dr. King's 

· death. (See Attachment 3 ) 

18. The foregoing facts show, I think, that there was no 

law enforcement purpose served by the FBI's campaign against Dr . 

King. Similarly, there was no lawful national security investiga

tion of him. Because of this, the Department has no valid basis 

: for exempting materials on a (b) (7) claim where the records were 

compiled as part of the alleged security investigation of Dr. King. 
I 

Rather than Exemption 7, the Department could at best have invoked ; 

' Exemption 6 for some of the excisions, althouqh it has not. Under ! 

Exemption 6, of course, the government has a heavier burden to 

carry, since it must demonstrate that release of the materials 
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would constitute a c l ear l y unwarranted i nvas i on of persona l p ri 

vacy. 

19. The f a c t that there was no national security basis for 

any investigation of Dr. King also has implications for the Depart~ 

ment's claim that some of the materials withheld from me are exempt 
I 

by virtue of Exemption 1. It is, in fact, evidence that there is 1 

I no basis for the Department ' s claim that the excised materials are I 

properly classified in accordance with the substantive provisions · I 
i 

: o f Executive Order 11652. Insofar as ,the original FBI documents J 

relating to the King security investigation were ever classified 

at all, the basis for such classifi cation was spurious, as is 

sho,m by the statement of William Sullivan, f o rmer Assistant Di-

rector , Federal Bureau of Investigation , in his memorandum of ~ 
0 

January 13 , 1964 which dealt with who should be given copies of } 

a document containing information obtained from a bug in the Wil 

lard Hotel: 

The attached document is classified "Top 
Secret" to minimize the likl ihood that this 
material will be read by someone who will 
leak it to Ki ng. However, it is possible 
despite its classification , the Attorney 
General himself may reprimand King on the 
basis of this material . If he does , it is 
not likely we will develop anv more such in
formation through the means employed . It 
is highly important that we do develop fur 
ther information of this type in order that 
we may completely discredit King as the 
leader of the Negro people . · (Church Report, 
Book, III, pp . 124 - 125 ) 

20 . While it seems apparent to me that the records which I 

seek in this action were not properly classified according to 

e ither t he procedur al or subs t antiv e criter i a of Ex ecutive Or der 

11 652, I am aware tha t courts a re generally frightened at the 

p r osp e ct o f being forced to sit in judgment o f agency cla ims of 
' 

national secu r ity. "Scarethink" is , un f o r tunate l y, a c ommon ju.di - : 

c i al rea ction t o c l a ims that records must b e kept secret i n t h e 
i 

Thi s resul ts in unq uestioning ac - 1 
interests of nati o nal security . 

ceptance of vagu e and con c lusory affidavi ts c l a iming h arm t o the 

-------~---· -~--- -· ___ .,,.....;; 
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. national security if the records are released. No matter how im

: plausible or strained the threat to national secuirty is, there is · 

, a tendence on the part of courts to accept the agency's· affidavits : 

; at face value. 

21. My experience under the Freedom of Information Act is 

that agency affidavits are frequently false or misleading. This 

: is particularly true of claims of national security exemption. 

! Usually an FOIA plaintiff is not in a . position to effectively 

·Counter claims of national security. Because courts will not 
i 
/ normally allow the discovery needed to challenge the agency's .na-
i, 

!itional security claims, the agency prevails. 
I 

22. Unfortunately, this one-sided contest inevitably under-

! mines the integrity of the courts. Where agencies believe they 
i 

=can manipulate a court into endorsing suppression of information 

by invoking national security as a defense to disclosure, they 

' will do so, even if their affiants commit perjury or swear to 

matters they do not know in the process. The effect of this is to ! 
i 

undermine the independence of the courts and to reduce them to the 

role of rubber-stamps. At the same time this subverts the proper 

role of the judiciary, it also precludes any effective public 

: scrutiny of the actions of the intelligence agencies themselves. 

23. I believe that these are proper considerations for a 

I 
I 
i 

/ court to 

i.given to 

bear in mind when determining how much weight should be I 
an agency's affidavit in the context of a national secur-

1 

j· ity claim, as well as whether or not discovery should be allowed 
I 

1 to explore the agency's classification claims. Two documents 

1 which were obtained by a client of mine, Mr. Harold Weisberg, il-
I 

!: lustrate these concerns so dramatically that I attach them to 

1 this affidavit. The first is the transcript of the January 27, 
I 

! 1964 Warren Commission executive session transcript, which Mr. 
! 

; Weisberg sued f or in Weisberg v . General Services Administration, 

Civil Action No. 2052 - 73. Although National Archivist Dr . James 

B. Rhoads and f orme r Warren Commission General Counsel J . Lee 

i 
I 
I 
i 
I 

I 
I 
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Rankin both submitted affidavits to the effect that t his tran

script was properly classified under Executive Order 10501, this 

Court disallowed the Government 's Exemption 1 c laim . The Govern

ment subsequently forgot about its Exemption 7 claim and made the 

transcript available to the public. Once public, its contents 

i showed that there never had been any basis for classifying it on 
j 

groupds of national security. It did, however, contain statements i 
, embarrassing to the 
I 

CIA, including the admission of former CIA 

/ Director Allen Dulles that 
! 

intelligence agents would lie under 

! 
i 
I 
I 

; oath. (See Attaclunent 4) In 1976, during a suit involving other ! 
Warren Commission. executive session transcripts, it was learned 

I 
: that the CIA had requested that this transcript be withheld to 

protect intelligence sources and methods. Yet a reading of the 

transcript reveals this to entirely spurious. 

24. The second document is the transcript of the January 22, 

1964 Warren Commission executive session. This brief transcript, 

: obtained by Mr . Weisberg in 1975, graphically d emonstra tes the 

i role of the intelligence agencies in undermining the inquiry of a 

; Presidential commission into the assassination of the President of i 

i the United States . This transcript makes clear the overriding 
! 

! need for the fullest possible disclosure that can be made about 
/. 
; past activities of intelligence agencies without damaging legiti- j 

i mate security interests. At the same time it demonstrates why the : ;. I 
! intelligence agencies are often so strongly motivated to prevent, , 

i 

/ allegedly on national security grounds, the disclosure of infor rna-/ 

: tion embarrassing to them. (See Attachment 5 ) ! 

JAMES H. LESAR 

---------- ---------- ---.---.... ·----------- .-.---,-·t 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of June, 

1978. 

My commission expires 

Gt:.1,--.;1,1,~-"Jx __;~c.,Y.;,;. , (:o"r;<.,;~~C,(_ l 
. {!v_x;tl11d0....,,.-1'A .. zk'Jlia.{J::: 

NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Attachment 1 Supplemental Lesar Affidavit C.A. :77-0692 
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DR. M.Alt'l'IN LUTHER KING, ,JR, CASE STUDY 

00 N'1' l•]N '£S 

I. Introduction _- -·· - ____ ___ ___ _____ __ __ __ __ ______ _____ ______ __ _ 
II. The COMINl'IJ, Investigation _______ ________ ___ ____ ______ ___ _ 

III. Concern IucrcnaCH in tho li'BI und the l{cnncdy Administration 
Over Allcgntiun~ of Communist Influence in the Civil llight.'i 
Movement nnd the l'BI Intensifies the Jnvcstigntion: Jnnuury 
1962- 0ctobcr 1003: Introduction and Summary ___________ ____ _ 

A. The Justice Dcpnrtrnont wl\rns Dr. King nhout ndviscrs 
A nnd B : Jnnuury 1962-Junc 1963 __ ___ __ _______ ___ __ _ 

B. AllcgntionH nbout Dr. ](ing during hcnrings on the public 
nccomrnodntions hill imll tho ndmini!il,ration'e. rc:3pon,m: 

C. T;ould;~fcy Gcncrnl considers n wiretap or Dr. -King-and 
rojcct.,, tho idcn: July 1063 _______ ____ _______________ _ 

D. The Attorney General voices concern over contiuuing FBI 
repor ts nbout Dr. King: July-August 1963-- - -- -- --- - -

E,' 'l'ho FBI intcnaific~ its invcatigntion of nllci;cd CommuniHt 
intlucnco in tlw civil rights movement: July-Scptcmhcr 
1063 _____ _ -- - - - - ____ _ ---- _ -- - - __ -- ___ - - _ -- ______ - - _ 

IV. Electronic S11rvcl1lnncc of Dr. Mnrtin Luther JGng nnd tho Southern 
Chritttinn Lcndernhip Conforcncc: Introduction nnd Summn.ry __ _ 

A. J,cg1Ll at,uulurd:-1 governing tlu~ FBl'H duty to inform the 
Justice Dcpurtmcnt or wirct1\ps and microphouc!i during 
the period of the Mnrtin Luther l{ing investigation ____ _ 

B. Wirctnp aurvcillnncc or Dr. King nnd tho SCLC: October 
1063- Juno 1966 __ --- ___ - -- _ - --- - - ----- --- - - - - - - - - - -

C. Microphone surveillnncc or Dr. l{ing: Jnnunry 1964-No-
vcmhcr .} 065 _____ ___ ___ _____ ___ _____ - - - _ - _____ ____ _ 

1. ltoitHons for tho 11'Dl'1:1 microphono eurvcillnnco of 
llr. King ___ __ - - - -- __ - - - - - - --- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -

2. Evidence hc1\ring on whether the Attorneys General 
nuthorizcd or knew about the microphone eur-
veillnnce of Dr. King ____ ____ ___ ____ ________ _ _ 

"· Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy ___ __ _ 
. b. Attorney General Nicholas deB. Knt1.enboch

V. The FBl's Effort to Discredit Dr. Mnrtin Luther J{ing, 1964: Intro-
duction and Summo.ry ____ __ _ --- - --- --- --- _ - -- _ -- -- -- -- - - - - -

A. The FBI disseminates the first King 11 Monogrnph" n.nd At
torney General Kennedy orders it recnllcd: October 1963 __ 

B. The l'Bl plnns its cnmpnign to discredit Dr. King: Decem-ber 23, 1063 __ ___ __ ____ ____ ____________ ___ ______ ___ _ 
C. Will iam Sullivan proposes n plnn to promote n. new Negro 

lender: Jnnunry 1064 _____ __ ___ ____ ___ -- - __ __ __ _ - __ _ -
D. FBI 1-Jcndqunrtcrs orders the field offices to intensiry e!Torts 

to discredit D r. King: April- August 1904 ____ ___ ____ __ _ 
E. Stepa tnkcn by the l'BI in 1964 to discredit Dr. King ___ _ 

I. Attempts to discredit Dr. IGng with the Whito 
House _________ ___ __ _ - - - -- -- - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - -

2. Attempts to discredit Dr. l{ing with the Congress. -
3. Attempts to discredit Dr. l{ing with universities. - -
4. Attempts to discredit Dr. I<ing with.-chprchc., _____ _ 
5. Attempts to discredit Dr. King with the PuJie ____ -
0. The ntlempt to discredit Dr. I<ing during his receipt 

of the Nobel Penco Prize __ ___ ____ ___ _________ _ 
7. Attempt., to block Dr. I<ing's publications ____ ____ _ 
8. Attempt to undermine the Nntionn.l Science Foun-

dation's coopcrntion with the SCI,C ____ ____ ___ _ 
0. Un:mcccssrul FBI nttcrnpLl:I to loco.to finn.nc in.l 

improprieties ___________ ____ ______ - - - - - -- - - --
F. Tho question o( whether Government officin.tq out.side or the 

F'BI were aware o( the }i'Dl'e effort to discredit Dr. King __ 
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The Jioovr.r-J<ing Controvcn;y Becomes Public n.nd a Truce ie 
Cn.llccl: April-December JHG4: SummnrY- -- -- 7 ----- - ---- -- ----

A. First. :-ct.cps in t.lw puhlic cont.rovc~y: Apnl-Novcmhcr 100·1-
B. Tapc:-t nrc mni11~rl tu Dr. }(ing : Nov1i111hrr 21 1 1UCi4 ___ ____ _ 
C. AUcmpL~ by t.hc FBI to HJcnk" tu report.era tnpc recordings 

cmhnrrns:-cing to Dr. l(ing. ------ - -- -- -- ---------: - -- 
D. ltoy Will< i11:-1 or NAACP 11\CCL'i with J)nLon.ch. to d1RCUAR 

nll1•1!;J\l,ion:-t ubmtt. Dr. ICing: Novc111h1:r 27, lt)f,-1 ·- -------
1';, ·1>r. l<ing nnd Din·cl.or lloovr.r m~d: Drccmlwf 11 HUi4_ -- -
1". ·Civil ri~ht~ lc•,ulc•nt nLkmpl, t.o 1h~!-tt1ndc thn I• B from dlH-

cr1•dit.i11g l>r. King : l>cc1~mh11r ltHM· 'MllY IUOfi . .. ·- --- - -
1. l•'nrm<~r- Dt,Lonr.h 111cct.i111(: Dccem1!c'r I, 10fi4 _ _ __ _ _ 
2. Yo1111µ;-AlwrnnLhy-l>cL11nch nwnl,w p; : Jnnunry 8, 

a. cn1,~1.'~~i >1~ 1~,~.~c1; -,;,;?;·i.1~;~:- l\1· 1~Y-ii•,. i,·;,1r,::::::::::: 
Thu J.'HJ l'rol(rnm A

0

1(nimtl. I >r. 1<1111( : 1\)0(,-0H : 
A. Mn.jor dforL:-1 tc, cli:-tcn•dit; l>r. ]Ci11K:.l1)(\!i:--fiR __ ______ ____ _ 

J. AtLcmpL-t to di:-tcrc<lit.. J>r. J{mg w1t.h clmrchcH--- - - -
2. AllempL~ in di:-tcrr.diL Dr. lCing with hcnd:i of Gov-

crnmrtlt By,cncica ___ - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - -- - - - - - - ---
a. Att.eiupL.-. to ;liscrl:clit Ur. J{in~ by 11Hinp;: thci pr~~'i--
4. AtL1.·mpl.:-t 1.u tfo1crcdit.. Dr. l<inK with mnjor pohLtcn.l 

n.nd Hnn.ncinl lcnclcrtt_ ---- - - - -- - - - -- -- - - - --.- ---
6. ALLc111pL>:1 to discrc:dit. Dr. l{iug wit.h congrca.•nona.1 

lcndcn•. - ____ - - - - - - . --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- -
JI. COINTF.Ll'llO operations ng~inst Dr. _KinR--:----:----
C. Tho FilI'• cfTor~, to discredit Dr. I<mg during his In.st 

1nonthq ___ __ - _ - - -- - - -- -- --- - - -- -- - -- - - ---- -- - - - ----
D. Attempts to discredit Dr. I{ing's reputation after his death __ 

Conclu-sion _________ _________ ___ ·---- --- - - ----- ---------------

IM 
165 
168 

!GI 

162 
103 

HlR 
lllR 

Ifill 
171 

172 
172 

173 
174 

177 

178 
170 

180 
183 
183 

1JR MARTIN LlJTll.lm KINB, ,JR, CA81': ::i'l.'l)l)Y 
J. JN 'l'HOUUC'l'JON 

Fmm J>r.c1m1hlw l!Hi!l uni.ii ·his drn,1.h in J!)(i8, ~In.rt.in Luihl'I' King-1 .rr. •wns I.ho t1irgot. or nn inl,•.11siv1, ,a,111p,,ig11 by tho F1•di,rnl llnn•nu o l 
JHVl'<il',i"i<t.ion In "nmil'.1'11.lizo" l1im 1Ls ii11 ,•ll'(s•.l.ivo civil righ1s lcndm·. 
.Cn tho ~,·onls or 1.lu1 n1nn ·in d,nrg-o of tho l•'Hl's "w1tr" ug1ti11:;I, Dr. 
:King: 

No hohls W('.l"l\ bn.rrnd. ,vo l111ve USl"l rsimihii .. , 1:l•rhniqucs 
11g1ti11st. 8ovict 1i.gc11ls. [Tin, siu110 m,•.t:l1ods wc,ro] hroug-ht. 
hom,1 ngn.inst m,y orga.nizn.tion lt~ninst. which wo were tn.r
got.t,<l. ,vo lliil not. diJkrnnt.iltt.t>. T11is is ti rough, t.ough busi-
ness.' · 

Tho FBI collr.clt'Cl iu formution 11ho11t Dr. Kinl-('s plti11s 1111<! :l<"t ivi 
t.ics t.hrnul-(h 1m oxt<>nsivo survdll1uico prngmn,, t\mploying nc,,rly 
ovory intolligci1ce-i,:1it.lie.ring tco,:hnique 1il t.he Bureau's disposul. Wirn
t.1~s, which wero mi·tin,lly 1ipprnvcrl hy Attomey G~.n~.ml Hobc1t F. 
h.cnnedy, wom maintained on Dr. King'.s home telephone from Octo
bor 1063 until mid-l!lG/i; tho SCLC hcaclqunrtcr's tclrJlhones wero 
covorecl by wiretaps for an even longer penod., Phones 111 tho homes 
11.nd offices of some of Dr. King's closo udvisers wero also wiretapped. 
Tho FBI hns nclmowledgcd 16 occasions on which microphones ,wore 
hidden in Dr. King's hotel and motel rooms in un "n.ttempt" to obtn.in 
infonnntion n:bou't. the "private activities of King and his advisors" 
for use to "completel,Y discredit" them.• 

FBI informants m tho civil rights movement 111Hl reports fro111 
field offices kept the Bureau's headquarters infonnecl of devolopments 
in the civil rights field. The FBI's prescnco wns so intrusive that one 
major figure in the civil rights movement testified that his colleagues 
roforrerl to themselves as membel's of "tho FBI's golrlen 1-ecot·d club."' 

The FIH's formn.l pron-mm to rliscrerlit Dr. King with Government 
ofiicinls begun with the distribution of u "monograph" which the FBI 
realized could "be regarded as n. personal attack on Martin Lnt.her 
King,"' mid which wns subse~uently described by a Justice Depart 
ment official ns "a ~ersonul diatribe ... a personal attnck witl1011t 
evidentin.ry suprort. '. 

Congressiona leaders were wamecl "off tho record" about allegc<l 
dani;crs posed by Reverend King. Th!l FBI responded to D1·. King's 
recetpt of the Nobel Peace Prize ·by attempting to unclermino his re
ception by foreign hen.els of state nnrl American n.mbnssadors in tho 
countries that he planned to visit. When Dr. King returned to t he 

'Wllllnm Sulllvnn testimony, ll/l/71i, p. 07. 
• Memorandum from Jrre<forlck Jlnnm.s::-nnlncr -to ,vtllhtm Rnlll \'nn, 1/28/04. 
• Andrew Yono~ i.c•Nl.lmonr, :!/10/70, 1>. rm. 
• Mcmornn<lum frow Ainu llelmont to Clyde 'l,olsou, 10/17/63. 
'Burke Mnrshall testhnon)·, 3/3/70, J>. 32. 
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l Tnitod Stnl<•s, sl<•.ps Wl'rl\ t,tlwn t_o n•<lncr. s11ppo1·t: fo r II h11g,•. ln1111p1et. 
und n specin.1 •'tlny" thn.t. wt\l'l\ l>t•.111g p hll!! 'cd 111 111s honor. . . 

Tho J•' Ill's progrnm t.o ,h•,troy l>r. l\.1.ng ns _tl u•._h~ul".r of 1.h,• ,·,v1l 
ri~hts mm•,•.nJ<•.nt. t,ntn ilctl 11tt.en1pts to tl1scrnd1t )11111 \\' 11'.h ,·111 ,r<'h<•.s, 
1111i,,11rsit.i<'s, 1tml the prt•ss. Stllps were tul~eu to 1itt~.mpt_ to conv111c" I h,·. 
Nnt.ionnl Council of Churclws, t.hc Hnpt.,st. World Allrnuce, 11,1ul lend
ing Protl\St.nnt ministm-s to hnlt Ji111111ci1il support of tho Southei·n 
Christian LmHforship Conforenrc (SCLC) , \llld to \ie1-s1mdc t.l:em _t~mt 
"Negro lr.ndors should c~mp)Ptc)y_ lSf!hltC Km_g .":ll ,\·~move ]mu f: 0111 
tho roh, he is now occnpymg rn civil r1~!1ts 11ct1v1t1cs. \Vhen the Fl.!: 
Ienrm,11 t.hnt. Dr. King int.m,d<l<l to v1s1t t.ho Pope, lln 1Lgc11t. wits ,d ,s
p,tkhcd to pcrs111ul,1 Francis C1Lrdi111LI Spcllnmn to w111·~1 Um_ 1 ope 
nbout "thll hlwly e111b111T1Lssmont t.hnt. m1iy m~nl~ to the l <>t(e sh<?1~ld 
ho 1c:r1Lnt King 1u1 ,nulim1c1,."' Tho FBI so11_ght t.o mflnonce 11111 v<lr1;it1cs 
to withhold honornry degrees from Dr. Kmg. Attemp.t_s were mnd~ to 
prevent the pnblicntion of nrl.iclc.~ fovo1:11blc to D1·. ]\.Ing n1_1d to !1,ncl 
"friendly" m,ws sourcc,s thnt would prmt ':nfavornble nrt1cles. ~he 
FBI offered t.o piny for reporters tnpc recordmb.-s allogcclly mndc f1 om 
micmphono s11n·ll[ll1111co of 1>r. King's hot.1,f rooms. . . . 

The FBI nuiilc,J Dr. Kin" 1L t.,Lpc reco1·d111g mndc from !ts m1cr?
phonc cov,,,·ng1,. Ac<'ord ing 1;'; the Chic,f oft.ho ~•'l_ll's Domcst1c ~ntelh
"cncc J>ivision t.llt\ t1Lpe w11s i11t.0111Icd h, p rccLJnl.ntc IL scp1ir1it1011 hc
twc•.cn Ur. King llllll his wife in Um belitd tl \tlt the scpllmt.1011 ~vonld 
rctluce Dr. King's st11t.11re." ·~'he t.npo m~or,\111g was 11cco11 1.1_m111 c<l ~y 
tL note which Di·. King a11,l l11s 1tdv1s~1-s mt.crp!·ctcd ns.1~ th1~'.it to,,1e
lcnso the IILJ>l' rccordin« unless Dr. Kmg conumttcd suwulc. 1 ho l BI 
nlso nuuh, pn,p1Lmt.io,:i; to promote son~cone "to ns~mne the role _of 
h,iuli,rship of t.ho Ncgrn people when Km:; hns been co111plctcly d1s
cn,dited." • 

The cumpisign ngtLinst Dr. _King inclnclccl 11tte1111!ts to d~stroy ~he 
Southern Christ.inn Lcndci-slup Conference by cu_ttmg off its so111ces 
of funds. Tho FBI considcmd, nnd on some occl\S_1 ons excc_utcd, pliins 
to cut ofT the suppo1t of so!11e of the SCLQ's m1iior contributors, m
clu<lin" religious org:mizat1ons, n lnbor muon, _and donors of ~mnts 
such 11~ tlm F'ord Fotmdation. One FBI tiel<l ofhce recom.1:ric~dc that 
tho FBI send lctte1-s to the SCLC's donors over Ut:, h.111~ s ~orgcd 
signntul'C w1trning them thnt the SCLC wits tuHfor mvc~1g1,t1011 by 
tho Intcmnl Revenue 81,rvice. The IHS f\lcs . 011 Ur. ~(_mg ~ml th~ 
SCLC were c,u·,•.fully scrutini,-ed for fi111111cuLI 11·reg!1lnr1tics. !<or o_ve1 
IL yenr thr FBI unsnccrssfully nt.t.empte,l to cstiibhsh t.hnt _Dr. Kmg 
hncl n ;ccrct fol'Cig1_1 b1Lnk n~coun~ in which he wns_s,iq\1estc~·mg fu'.1c~s. 

The FBI c11111p:Lw11 to d1scrcd1t ,md destroy I>, . K11!g ,rns mn1 keel 
by extreme person11f vindictiveness. As early ns l!JG2, D irector Hoover 
penned 011 1111 FBI memornndum, ·~~(ing is no goo,!." 0 At th~ An.~ust 
19(i3 March on ,vnshington, Dr. hmg told tl\e country of Ins ch c11m 
th1tt "iill of God's children, hlotck '!'en and wl11t~ ~ncn, Jews nnc\ Ge1_1-
tilcs, Protustnnts ,mcl Cat.holies, will bc, nble to JOIII hnmls ,ind ~1~1g lll 

tho words of the old Negro spiritual, 'I• rec at Inst, free nt Inst. I I11mk 

• Mt-mnrniuhtm from \Yllltnm Sulllvnu lo Alun n1~lmout, 12/16/04. 
1 1 M~mornntlum from Frcderlc1c Dnumgnrdnct· to ~llllnm Bull lvnn, 8/31/0.i, Jl. · 

7 "' \Vllllum ~ulll\'llll tcstlrnouy, ll/1/7G, pl). 10-1-lOa. 
• McmornncJmn from \Vllllnm Sulllvnn to Alnn nclmont, 1/8/04. 
• Memornudum from Jnmea Illnnd to Wllllnm Sullivan, Z/3/02. 

God almighty, I'm free nt fast .. '" 10 Tiu\ FBl's J)onu•st.ic lt,t...Jli!!;cncc 
Division dtlscril>ti,l thi8 ",lenmgogic i;p,.,,. .. h" ns yet morn <widcmcc thnt 
Dr. King wns "tho most, dnngerous nncl t•ll't•,·t.ivc Ncl-(rn l<'a<lcr in I.ho 
cOunt.ry." 11 Shortly nftnrw1trd, 'l'-i:11w nut:.r1Lz i1rn <"hose ])r. Kin~ 1L.;; tho 
"M,ut of tho Ye1L1·," ,m honor which elicil,•.cl J)in,ctor Jloowr's <:om
llll\llt t.hnt "t.lwy h,ul to dig deep in lhe g11rlu1gll to come up with this 
ono." 12 lfoovcr wrot.o "nstonndiug'' 1tc1·0:-is the nrn111or1tnth11n inform
ing him tln,t 1 )r. King lrncl been grnntcd nn 1tudicncc \\·ith the Pope 
despite tho I?JH's efforts t,i prevent sud1 IL meeting. Tho dept.h of Direc
tor Hoovc,·'s bit.temcss toward Dr. King, n bit.terncss which h<' I11ul 
ofTcctivoly com1111micat.cd to his snborclinntcs in tho FBI, wns 1Lppnrcnt, 
from tho FBI's nttcmpts t.o sully Dr. Kiug's rnput11t.ion Imig nfu...- his 
de1Lt,h. Pl,ms we1·0 mndc to "brief" congrcssion,tl lenders in l!Hi!J t.o 
pr<0vent. 1:ho p11ss1tgo of ti "M,u-tin Lulhllr King Dny." 1 n J!J70, 
DircctOI' Hoover told reporters that Dr. King wns the "htst. one in the 
world who should ever hnve received" tho Nobel Pence Prize." 

The extent to which Government oflici11ls outside of t,ho FBI must 
benr responsibility for tho FBI's cmnpaign to 1liscredit Dr. King is 
not clear. Govemment ollicinls outside\ of th11 FBI wore not n wn re of 
most of the specific FBI n.ctions to discredit Dr. King. Ollici11Is in the 
J ustico Dcpa1,tment nnd ,vhite Houso wcm nwnre, however, I.hilt tho 
FBI wns conclucting an intelligence inv~.stig,Lt,ion, not 1L cri111i1llll 
invostig1ition, o'f Dr. King; thnt tho Fl.II Juul writton nnthori ,-nt.ion 
from tho Attorney General to wirotnp Dr. King nnd the SCLC offices 
in New York nnd Washington ; nnd that the FBI reports on Dr. King 
conto.ined considernble informntion of n politicnl nrnl personiil nntnre 
which wn.s "irrnlcvnnt n.nd spurious" to the st1Lted l'CIL5ons for t ho 
invc.stigntion.1·1 Those high exccut,ivo brnnch offici1Lls were nlso awnre 
that tho FBI WllS disseminnting vicious clmmcterizn:t.ions of Dr. King 
within tho Govornmen•t; thnt the FBI hn<l tnpo recordings eu,bnr
mssing to Dr. King which it hnd offered to play to n White House 
oflicinl nnu to repo1te1-s; nnd •that the FBI had offered to "leak" 
to reporte1-s highly damaging nccusntions that some of Dr. King's 
ndvisers were communists. Although some of those officinls did nsk 
top FBI officinls about these charges, they did not inquire further 
after receiving fnlso deninls. In li~ht of what those ollicinls did know 
nbout the FBI's conduct toward Dr. King, the}' were remiss in foil
ing to take appropriate steps to curb the Burcnu's beh11vio1·. To the 
ext.ent thllt their i1e1;Iect pennit.tccl t.he Burcnn's nctivit.ics to go 011 un
checked, those ollicin.ls must. shnro responsibility for whnt occ111..-cd. 

The FBI now ngrees t.hnt its efT01•ts to discrndit Dr. King were 
unjustified. Tho prcsen-t Deputy Associate D irector (Investign:tion) 
testified: 

Mr. ADAMS. Thom were npproximately twenty-ti ve inci 
dents of actions taken [to discrcdi,t Dr. King) .· . . . I sec no 
st1ttutory bnsis or no basis of justification for tho nct.ivity. 

Tho (;HAIIIMAN. Was Dr. King, in his n<lvocncy of eqnnl 

"'Speech dellvered by Dr. llfnrtln Lother King during the Mn~ch on Wnshlngton, 
8/2R/(13. 

n 1.fomomndnm from \Vll11nm Sulllvnn to Alon fldmont, 8/S0/0.1, p. 1. 
u Hoover uotc on Unllctl I1rcss lnternntlonnl rclcnsc, 12/29/0:J. 
11 7'imc mngnztne, 12/14/70. 
"Dill Moyers testimony, 8/2/70, pp. 17- 18. 
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ri .. Jits fo1· black citizens a<lvoc11tii1g ,~ courso of notion th1tt 
inb tho opinion of tho 1/in constitntc<l 1~ crimo 1 · 

l\Ir. An,uts. No, sir. . . 
Tho CHAJHMAN. llo wns prc1wlll!II-\' non-vrnh-.nco ,~11~ he 1:ot, 

ns a method of 1ichioving cqunl nghis for blnclc crt1?.r;n~ 1. 
l\Ir. AnAMB. '.l11mt's right. , .. Now 1LS far ns ,(.ho act1v1t1cs 

which yon aro nskin" a,bout, tho discrotliting, I know of no 
Lnsis ·fo1· l,hnt arnl {' will not nittcmpt to justify it." 

'l'ho Jc'H.l concinct.(\(l ·its i1w1,s(,ig1it.ion of Dr. King 11.1111 1.h!, SCLC 
under nn FHJ 1ntmt111l provisio11--c1dlc,l COMINl!'l l~ por111i-liting 
t.ho invcstig,~tion of kgit.inml.11 no11C?m.n1unh;t-. org1u1izM.ion.s, sus
pcot.ecl ·l,y tho FBI of luiving hccu rnhl-1.rnl.c,l hy com11111nrnt.s, to 
<1et,·1·111in;1 tho ,•xl1\11t , if nny, of ,·on111111nist inlh11•n!'"· Tho l<'l~l's 
inv<\~(·.ig11t.io11 wns hase<I on its cOJll'l'rn Uuit. Dr. I, 111g ~vus h!,mg 
inflncmce<I by -two persons--hcrci111dfor rcformcl to ,11s Adviser A nnd 
Adviser B - that the lluroau boliovod wcro members of t:ho Com
munist Pu.rt.y. 

Ollici1ils i11 4-ho Jnstico Dop1wt111ent mlicd on tho FBI's reprcsc~ita
tions thnt both o-f t.lwso 1ulvis,•rs wol'C ,·0111m1111isls, t.lmt. i.lll,y wern III ti 
posit.ion to inflnencc ])r, King, nnd tlrnt. Advis"r A in fact 11xon,is<>.,l 
sm1111 inll11cn,·t1 in preparing l>r. King's speed!(~~ n11tl pnhlicntions. 
Burke. l\farshnll, Assist,uit Attorney Gcncml for Civil Rights from . 
J!JG1-1PG5, testified t.hnt ho "never hnd uny ren-son t.o don ht [tho FBI's] 
nlleg:itions conccming [Adviser A]." He rcr.nllcd t.lrnt. · tho charges 
a:bout Adviser A were "grave and serious," and said thu.t he believed 
Attorney General Kennccly ·had permitted the invcstigntion to pro-
ceed bec1Luse: . - ·. 

Stopping the investigation in light of those circumstances 
would ho.ve run the rJSk that there would have -been n lot of 
complaints that tho Bureo.u had been blocked for politicnl 
reasons from invcsLi~at.ing serious clrnrgcs about communist 
infiltration in tho civil riglrts movement." 

R,lwi11 G11thnrnn, Prt•ss Secretary for t-he ,Tnstice Dep1ut1mmt from 
l!)(il through 1!)64, tP.5t.ilic.d t.hnt Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
"viewrcl this as a serious mnt.ter," that lrn did not recall "tlmt. any of 
us donbtrcl thnt the FBI knew what it was talking about.," and that ni 
t.hough the quc.5tion of whether Adviser A was influencing Dr. King 
wns nc,,er fully nnswcrcd "we accepted pretty much what the FBI 
reported as being 1u·.c11rnte."" 

,ve hnvo been unnhlc to n,ach a conclusion concerning tho nccurncy 
of t.hc FBI's cluirgcs t.hnt t.he two Advisers were mcmhcrs of the Com
munist P:11ty, USA or 11ndc1· t.he cont.rol of the Pnrty ,luring the FBI's 
COJ\HNFIL invcst.ig,ition. I-Iowcvel', FRI files do contain informn
t-ion thnt-Adviser A and Adviser B had hccn members of the Commu
nist. P111ty at some point. prior t.o the opening oft-ho COll-fINFIL in
vcst.ig"ntion in October l!lG2. FBI docum!•nls providod to the Commit.
le,, to support t.lH\ Bnr,·nn's ,·.Jnim thnt. both lllt>n were m,•mbcrs of tho 
Co111n11111ist. P1uty u.t. tlH1 time. the COI\HNFTT, inv(,~t.ig"1ition was 
op11n1,,l nn, incon~lusive. l'lforcovn, t-lH, FBT 1111s shtt,~1 that, it cnnunt, 

'" :rn,m~ AclnmM t~f-ltimony, 11/tn/7U, nrrtrlnJ."fl , Vol 0, p. M. 
u l\lnr:-clrnll, :va/7H. J1. liri. 
1
• Ji:clwln Gut.luunn tcMtlmony, !l/113/70, p. 10. \.: 
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provido tho Con11uiU.co wiU, tho full factual basis for its charrrcs o~ 
tho grounds that to do so would comprorniso iufonuu.nts of cout:imiug 
uso to tho l.lurc1iu. 

Without 1icccss l.o t.ho Cactunl ovidcncc, W!, a1·0 unublo l.o coududo 
w.hethor either of thoso two Advisers was conncctctl with tlm Co1111uu
mst l'u.rty wlmn tho "cnsc" ~vas 01>cncd in J!lull, or ut nuy tilllc l-lmn,
aftc1:, Wo lrnvo sccu 1w ovulenco cs(.ahlishing t-lll\t, cithc1· of thoso 
Advisorn atto111pt.c,I to exploit t.lui civil ril{hts nwvc111c11t lo ,·111·1·y out 
tho pfaus of tho Co111111uuisL l'urt.y. 

ln 1u1y oven(·., tho_l.•'BJ \111s sl.nt!,d t.1111(. 1it. 110 Limo did iL lll\vo 1u1y 
ov1dt111co tlmt JJr. ll..111g h1111solf was a co11111111nist or co1111octcd with 
th,) Co.n1111!mist_l'1uty. Jlr. King rcpentctlly cri(.icize<l J\farxist philoso
phies rn lus wr1t.111g 1rnd speeches. Tho prcs,•111, Dopul.y ,\,;.~o<'rnl.11 l>i
r;ctor ~f t.h~, FHl'~ 1Jo111c:;Lic lntclligmtcc Division, whon asked by tho 
Conu.111ttco if tl~o 1• Hl over concluded th11t Dr. King was a coll1111unist, 
tcst1lllld, "No, su·, we did not." 2• 

Tho Fll~'s COMI~FIL. investigation appears to lu\\'o centered 
1dmost. cutirdy ''.n _ ,b~cuss1ons . 1i!11_o11g Dr. King nnd his 1nlviset·11 
1ibo~1L p11>poscd c1v1! rights ILCl,1v1L1cs mther U11m 011 wli!·.l.lrn1· those 
1L_).lv1_scrs wore rn ~net agents o-f tho Con11111111ist Party. Although (.ho 
I• Bl cmuluctcd d1srnptivo pl'ogr11111s-COlNTELPROs-1t"11i11sL 111-
h:gcd commu!'is~ whom it believed wcro attcmpt.ing to inflt;nco civil 
r1gl.1ts org11111znt10ns, the Hul'cau did not. unclcl'takc to discredit the 
md!vHltml whom it considered DI'. King's most "dangerous" Miviscl' 
u.ntil,fnoro than four yeurs o.ftcr opening the COMINFJL invcstig1i
t10!'· Moreover, wh~n a field office reported to FBI heo.dquartcl's in 
1964 that tho Adviser was not then untie!' the influence und 
?Ontro_l of_ the Con:imuni:5~ Party, tho Fill did not curtail eithcl' its 
mv~t1;at1.ons or d1scred1tmg program o.gainst Dr. King, 1uid we hnve 
no. md1c~t1on that the llurco.u informed the ,Justice Department of 
~!us ~ndmg." Rather th.nu try!n"' to discredit the alleged communists 
it bchc':'cd were .o.ttempt1.ng to m~uenc? DI'. King, the Bnrcnn adopted 
tho i:nl'1011s tactic of tryrng to d1scred1t. tho supposed tnrget of Com
mumst P:~rty intNcst.-Dr. Kinrr himself. 

All~g11t1011s of ~onununist inft~1cnce on Dr. King's organiz1ition must 
not divert attcnt.1011 from the fact that as the Fill now states its 
nctivitics wcro unju~tifie~ and iinpl'opdr. In li1,ht of the Ihu·p~u's · 
re~arks abo~t Dr. Kmg, its rco.ct1ons to his criticisms the viciousness 
of its cn.mpa1.gn to dcstro.y him, and its fo.iluro to ~ke comparn.blo 
n:casures ng,.unst. tho Advisers thnt it believed were communists, it is 
lnghly qn~st.10nablc whl\t.lwr t-ho Flll's st.n.t.cd motivation was valid It 
w~~ certainly no~ justification for continuing the invcstigntion of Dr. 
I":mg for over six years, or for carrying out the attempts to destroy 
hun. · 

Our. inv~st.igat.ion indicates that. FBI officials believed t.hat some of 
Dr. Kmg's. personal ~on duct was impl'op<>r. Pnrt of t.hc FTII's efforts 
to nndcrmmc D1:. ICmg's 1'<'-pnt.ation involve<! a.t.t:cmpt.s to pcri,1111,fo 
Govemm~.nt officllllR thnt. DI'. King-'s personnl hclrnvior woulcl he nn 
cmh:irmssment t.o t.hc111. Tho Commit.tee di,l not. inv~st.ignto Dr. King's 

: Atln11u~. 1l/10/7fi, JJenrJns.:N, Vol. O, JI. GO. 
,, Alrt.d from li''RI Dir<'ctor to NPw York Offir.r(>, :l/lR/00. 

Mcnwr111ulmn from SAC, Nl•w York to J)h·t•r-fnr, l•'JH, ·1/J4/<W. 
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porsonnl life, since such II subject hns no proper pince i(l om· _inv~stign
tion. Moreover, in on!er to prcclu<lo lll)Y further <l1s.~cuunnt10;1 of · 
inform11tion obt11inccl ,lu ring the elcct.ron1c surve11lnnces of Dr. h.mg, 
tho Commit.tee rcqu,•.stcd the FBI to oxc_iso fr01!1111l docurncnts _sub
mitted to tho Comrnitw.o nny inform11t1on wluch wns so ob~1111wcl. 
\Vo miso th" issm1 of lh·. King's priv,1t<1 lifo horn only bticnns<1 11. ur.11y 
lmvo i,J11yed ,1 p11rt in forming thll u(.t.itmlcs of cort1lin FBI und n,lmm-
ist.mt1on 01li,·i11ls t.ow11rd 1 Jr. King. .' . . 

l\fony documents which we cx11m111cd contnmcd n!log:11t;10ns o.bout 
tho political tlfliliations nncl mornlity . of lll!mcrous m<l1v1du.'1ls .. ~e 
}uwe 11tt.crnpt.c,I to be sm1sit.ivo to tho pr1v11cy mtol'Csts of ~hose !nd1v1d
u,lls 1utd l111vc t11ken care not t.o udvnncc the effort to <l1scrcd1t them. 
"\,VO luwo oxcise,1 many of the Bm·e,m's chamctcriz11tions from the doc
nmcnts quoted int.his report. In some cnscs, however, in or~er fully to 
cxpl11in the story, it wus judged ncccss:iry to quote oxtcns1vely ~rom 
Bureau reports even thou<>h they contnm unsupported 11llcgllt1011s. 
"\,Vo c,mtion tho ;·eader not t;; accept these 11lleg,1tions on their face, but 
rather to re11d them 11s 1mrt of 11 shameful chapter in the nation's 
history. . . . 

Tho rcnclcr is 11180 reminded t.hnt we did not conduct nn mvest1gut1011 
into tho ass11ssination of Dr. King. In t.hc course of investigating tho 
l•'Bl's nttompts to discrn<lit l?r, King,. wo c,imc 11".1·os.~. no indicntion 
that tho FBI was in nny way mvolvcd ~n the ussnss1m1t10n. 

II, TIIE COMINFIL INVEBTIOA'l'ION 

In Octoher l!J(i2 tho FBI openecl its investigntion of the Southern 
Christinn Le1\!lership Confc1·enco tuul of it's prrsi(lent1 Dr. 
M11rti11 Luther King, ,fr. TlH\ inv<1stig11t. ion WllS conducted mu.uw 1m 
Flll mnn1111l prov\sion caJ!tioned "()OM~NFl!J'-;-an act'<lll.l_'l\l fo1· 
communist infiltrnt10n-wlnch author1zecl mvestigations of leg1timntc 
noncomnnmist orgnnizntions which the FilI believed .to be influenced 
by communist· party membors in order_ to dete1:mi~e the _extc_nt of the 
alleged communist mflucnce." These w1de-rangmg mvest1gat1ons were 

"FBI Mnnunl Section 87e. The Section In e!fect nt the time the FBI lnltl
nted lte lrm,stlgntlon or Dr. King nnd the SCJ,0 wns en11tloned, "Legltlmnte 
Noncommunlst Ori;nnlzutlons thnt ure Communist Inflltrnted," nn<l provided 
ln pnrt: 

u (l) No tnveatli;ntlon ehoultl be conducted wlthont prior Ilurenu npproval. 
11 (2) Investlgntlons should be hnmlletl most dh;crectly by experienced agents. 
"Atlvse Jlun,nu promptly under cnptlon 'COMI NFIL (nnme of orgnnlznllon)' 

when one of ihe following exists and Include your recommendntlon tor instituting 
nn lnvestl~ntlon. 

0 (n) The Communist 1>nrty hna speclflcnlly instructed Its members to lnfll-
trnte the orgnnlzntion. · 

"(b) Communist Pnrty members have infiltrated the orgnnizntlon in eut
flctr.nt Htrcn,::th to lnflnence or control the orgnnfzntlon. 

"(7) Dntn concerning following topics ahonld be fully developed nnd re, 

po~t(<;:1) '~n:HlA tor lnveHfl1,:ntton nml fnct t.hnt onr lnvtHtlJ."'fltlon Is Olrectecl solely 
towurtl ~8l nh11Hhlng cxtrnt of Communist Pnrt.y lnflltrntlon, or thnt org-nnlzn
tlou IH specific t.1u·gd for lnflltrutlon, 1rnd thnt Unrcnn ls not tnv:cstlgntlng lcgltl
mntc ncth•lt.lc!i ot orgn nl zntlon. 

11 (b) A<lclrcSR of orgnnlzntlon .. 
"(c) Ilrict' chnrncterizntlon ot ori:;nnlzntlon, lncludlng totnl membership. 
"(d) Prlnclpnl ofilcers or orgnnlzutlon. 

?On<luctccl with the kno~vledgo of_thc Atlomey Gm1ernl am.I wern pred-
1c,1tcd on v11gue executive llirect1vcs 1111<[ brn:ul stntutes." 

The !<'BJ. lrnpt closo wu.tch on Dt·. Ki11g 1tnd tho .SULC long bd oro 
opening its Jo 1.·1111d i11vestib~1tio11. FHI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
rettcted t.o the fornu,tion of tho .SCLC in Hl57 by rcmirnling ""ents 
in tho liel<l of thto 1wccl Io,· vigiliinco: "' 

In the absonoo of a11y indication tlmt the Communist l'mf.y 
!ms 11ttompted, or is 11ttc111ptiug, to inliltmto this org11ni,mtion 
you should conduct 110 investigation in this mntter. However, 
m view of tlm st~i.t~d purpose of the ori,~wimtion, you shoulcl 
renuliu _11lo1·t _for pul,J ic_ sou~·co i(1form1ltion concerning it in 
co1mect1on with the mcml s1tm1t1011.,. 

In Ma}' 19G!t tho FB.l ha<l included Dr. Ki11g on "Section A of the 
Reserve Index': ns n person to be roun<locl up iind detained in the 
el'ont of 11 "nat10rnd cmei·gcncy." 20 D11ri11g this same period tho FIH 

11 

(e) Comwunhit Purty 1,rogruw to iufiltrute U1ls ori;nnlzutlon nutl lutlucnce 
Its l'Ollcy. 

"(t) Ueaults of U1l::1 prosrnru, Including Communist l>urty 11Ulllnllon1::1 ot 
offlccr::1 UU{} mcml.Jert,:," ' 

Clnrenc<! Kelley, the prel:K!ut DJructor of l'h~ JtJH, w1u:1 u1:1ltcll hy the Con1-
mlttcc: 

"'l'uklug tho current mumml nnd tryi11g to mulcrstnud ltH H}JitlicuUlllty Inltl 
ngnlrnst lhc tucb, In tbc :Mn.rtln Luther King cui:;c:, 1111dcr f;C<:Uou H7 1>crmls~iuu 
is g1·a.uted to open 1nveatlgutions ot the lniluence ot 11011.subn·r~lvc grou1,s, 
nnd the llr::Jt sentence rent11::1 : 'When lntorm11tio11 ls received JudkuUug thut 
n anbvcrslvo group Is Becking to t:1ystcmntlcully lullltrntc nn<l control n uou~ 
snUverslve i;roup or orgnnlzntlon, nn Jnvesllgntlon c:11 11 ht.• 0111•11ctl.'" 

"Now, I lnk~ It thnt it:e the Hnme Htnmlnrcl t.hnt wn~ 11twcl ln oi,<:nlng tlw 
lnveNtlJ,;'nUon or t.hc S011 t.1wr11 Chrhd.lnu l,••11tll·rNhlJ1 Coutt•r,mcc Jn llw t:JOO'N, 
NO thnt lnvt!tillgatlou t.'Onltl tttlll l>e opeuctl toduy under t.hl!' current FlU 
mnnuul 1" 

Mr. 1{12LEY, "I think sci." 
,\C.lnrence KeJJey testltnony, 12/10/75, Henrlnge, Vol 6, p. 808.) 
• Sec Rcport, on the Development or FIH Domestic luvestlgn.Uon:-i, p. •'70. 

Memorandum from - Director, E'DI to S11cclnl Agent in Charge Atlnntn 
9/20/57. The "stutcd purpose" of the SCLC wnij to organize n reg'tstcr-und: 
vote campaign among Negroes in the Sontlt. ('l'rez?. Anderson, Pittaburoh 
Couric.-r, 8/17/G7.) Consideruhle 11 puhllc source'' Jntornmtlou wuH rccortl('(l 
In Pill files IJoth IJe(ore null utter this dote 

• The action mcruornndurn stnted thut Dr: King's nnino "8bonhl he pl need Jn 
Section A ot the n.esen•c Index nntl tnbhcd commtml:i t." ( !\lpmornrnlmn 
trom rnrector, ! ' Ill, to SAC, Atlnntn, 11/11/02.) l'ersons to be Jlsled In Section A 
ot the Re::;:en·e ludex were dcscrlhcd by the Ji'IlI tt8 I>COJ>lc "who ln thnt~ ot 
nntlonnl emergency, urc in n poaltton to lnfineucc others ugnfnst the uutlonnl 
Interest or nrc likely to furul8h mnterlnl fhumclnl nld to subversive clements dne 
to their auOverslvc nssoclatlons and Ideology." 'l'he types of per1wns to be HstecJ 
In Section A Included: 

"(u) Professors, teachers or leaders; 
0 (b) Lnbor union orgn nlzcr::1 or lenders· · . ··· -
"(c) Wrltera, lecturers, ncwamcn, cnte

1

rtnlncrs, und others 1r; ·the ihnaq mC'clln 
llehl: 

"(d) T,nwyerR, tlocton1, ·n1ul sclenllHbl i 
'

1

(t!) OIIIC.'r r,ot,•ntlnlly J11Hucntlal pcrHOJu:1 on n local or m1lfonnl fovt•l; 
"(f) I11divltlnnlH who coultJ 1mtentlnl1y f11r11h1h 111ntt>rlnl ll111111dnl nlcl." See 

Co111111IU t•t• sl~ttr n •1>0rt 011 He\·<•lopuwnt or l!'BI Domr.~tlc Intelligence 
Iu vest 11,;'lttlonH. 

D r. Kini,: wnM plncetl on the Uefclcrvt? Index <lc~plhi tho fnct thn t us lnh~ nH 
No,•cmher l!lHl the Atl1u1t.Jt l•'ir.ht Ofllce hnd 1Hl\'lsetl ]•'HJ J-l<'1Hl11m1rtc r~ thnt thPrc 
wn~ .. no lnformnUon on whl<:h to luu-u~ u Kt'Curlty mutter irn1ulry," (Airtel f rom 
SAO, Atlontn, to Dlre<tor, k'llI, 11/21/61.) 
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or<lcrcd it.s fide! oflicc.s lo l'lwiew t hoir files for "sul>vorsivo" iufor
m uliou iibout Jh'. King 1uHl to subrn_it t.lu~t; i11!or11mtio11 to FBI head-
q1rnrl1•.rs iu rnporls ·'suilahl,, for d1ssn111111at.w11 ."." . 

'l'ho llun,,u, hnd 1,pp:1rnnl.l.Y n\so hcnn 1•.ni,:1~µ:ml Ill Ill\ oxtt,11s1vi, ;~~1r
\•<1illnncl\ of Dr. Kinµ:'s civil r1ghl8 n1·.t.1v1l.w:i HlllC(\ tho liit.<1 1.!:>08 

1111 tlm· 1u1 l<'BI 1>1·0µ:rn111 c1dit'<l "H1u:iu.l l\luf.l.11r8." Thi~ proµ;i-1:111, whic!1 
wns 11111·1•.lul<,d to COJ\-f I NFll,, 1·c11111n•.<l (,Im coll1w.t10!1.°.C ',:di l!<ll'l,!
ll l\111. iufcirnrntion'' nbm11'. t.hn "111·opos11,L or ncl.111d nd.1vi.t.1<·s of 111<l1-
v!~l111~ls 1~11~l o.rg1miznl.io1ys ''in th<) rncinl fol<!.'.'" S111/m1l1,11,·l1. o:f Ur. 
J,_rng·s c1v1I rights ncl1 v1(.rns contmuc<l untlcr the Hacud l\iattu-s p10-
p;rnm iift.cr th,•. COMI.NFJf, c1ts11 wns opcm><I. ln,Ieml, I.ho qc_tobcr 
l!lli2 1ncmornn<i11m which nut.horizc<l tho COMINl•'Jl, cttso spec1hc11lly 
ll,l'lll'i<llld f.111.,t "•Lil)'. i.n.fornu,t.ion d,;v~1lo1~1,d c011ct11·n!nf (.ho !ntt·.~m
t.1on or rnc11Ll act1v1l.Jl'll o( the ::iCL(, must [1tlso bu tcported 
[ nnclcr n] HJLcinl Mutt.t\rS c!Lp(.ion." '" . 

Th,, firs t FBI 1Lllt•,g1tl'.ion8 that t.ho Comnmn1st Party wns nttcmpt
ing to inlilt.mt.t, tho SCLC 1tppcarcd in a n•.port frmn tho FBI to 
A tt,m·noy (fonornl Hohcwt. I•'. KN111c<l.Y, ch,tl\d ,Jnnnn.ry 8, 101i2,'0 Tho 
report st.JLl.t:d thnt ono of Dr. King's 1Ldviscrs·--hcrn11HLftc,· rcforrccl 
t-0 ns "Adviser A"-wns IL "member of (.he Corunumisl, Pnrty, USA."" 
, v ithin IL few months FBI rnporls wom ,!cscrihiug nnother of Dr. 
King's 1Lssocintcs-hr.l'l1innH,•-r referred to us "A<lvisor 13"-ns •~ "mem
lmr of t.ho Nnt io111Ll Commit.tee of tll('. Communist Party."" Tho 
nll,•gnt.ions c.oncm·ning thr.se two in<livichmls formed tho unsis for 
01mning thr, COllUNI<'IT, inv"stip;1ttio11 in October 1V62. . 

His nnch,nr why tho FBI waited nino mont.l1s to open tho COM IN 
FIL invcst.igu.tion:"' 'l'hc Hurcnu might have h1,cn hoping to u.cquirc 
new information from microphone nncl wiretnp surveillnnce of Acl
visPr A's office, which wns initiated in Murch 19(i2." However, it cl.ors 

,; ~Iemornndum from Director, l,'BI to SAC, Atlnntn, 2/27/02. The Instructions 
dlcl not dcOne whnt wns meant by "subversive." Reports from tlcld otllccs during 
the cnsuiug months consldereU as "suhveri:;lve" suclt ln!ormutlon ns the toct thnt 
Dr. King had hcen 011c of 360 signers of n p<'tlt.lon to nlJolish the Honse Committee 
on Un-Amerlcnn ActMties. (FBI Report, New York, 4/13/02.) 'l'hesc lnstructlons 
t.o 1the field ·were IRR11ed on the flnit day of Dr. King's trial In which he o.nd seven 
h nndrcfl otller clvll rights demonstrators were charged tn Albany, Georglo., .wlU1 
pnrudlni; wlt.hout n permit. (Atlnntn ·Const.ttutlon, 2/28/02, p.1.) 

• 1.i"'BI Mnnunl Section 122, p. 5. Thia pollcy wns Inter interpreted as rectulrlng 
"covernge" or demonstrations, meetings, "or any other pertinent lnformatlon 
concerning racial actll"ity." (l\lemornndum from Director, FBI to SAC, Atlo.ntu, 
o;i1163.) 

"Memorandum from Director, FBI, to SAC, Atlnntn, 10/23/02, p. 2. 
"On the snme day the Southern Regtonnl Counsel-a resp,,ctcd civil right/I 

study grouJ>--l~ued o. report crlticlzlni:: t.he. Bnrenn'fl lnnction during civH rlghts 
dcmonr;trotlon thnt were then occurring in Albany, Geor,:;ln. 'l'hls report ls dis-· 
CUH."ll'<l n t })}). 80-00. 

n MC>morunclnm from Director, F'BI, to Attorney Oencrnl, l/li/02. 
111 l\fcrnorn11d11m from Fr<'<lerlck Unmugnrdner to ,v1111nm Sulllvnn, 10/22/G2. 
u J."'RI hentlqunrtcrR OrHt r<'quesh•d the field officea for rccommendntlona con-

<'~rnlni: wlu•thc•r u COMJNPU, htV<'~t.l~nt.ton flhonlcl he opcnc.•11 on .Tuly 20, 1002. 
ThlH wnfl the ,-;nmc .tlny on which omclnls 111 Alhuny, Ocor..:tn, M111,:ht n jmllclnl 
hnn n~nlnRt dr.monslmtlon~ led hy Dr. King, nll<'i,:lni; thut Ne-groc» hod hccn en
cl1111~<irl11i: tlll' llvt':-t or r101tc•ci nfllcc•rH 0 nnd ni:<int.H or the 1rr<1tirnl Uurrnu o! Tn-
v1•HflJ.:nl.lci11 ." (Nc•w York '1'11111•:-t, 7/2'.?/H2). . 

:it A mkroJ)lwnc WOH llrntnllccl ln Ac.lvbn~r A's o!_Jlcc on Mnrch 10, l!lG2 (Airtel 
Crom .SAC, Ntiw York to lllr1•ctor, Ji'RT, ::l/lG/02) nll(l n wlrctn1> wnA ini::tnlh•tl 
fill hli-t office~ tcl t>phon(' on, :r;:W/H2 (Ah"t<'l from ~AO, New York lo l)lrf'clor, 11~1u, 
:t/20/<r .. n. The? wlrctnv wnl':f nnthclrl7A.'tl hy t11t? Attorney Ot•tu\rul (ti.fomornnclnm 
from Director, li'Jll to Al tornt?y Gcnr.rnl, n/O/U2). ~l'hc mlcrophonc wn!-1 nppruv(•d 

1. 

89 

1~0(. npJ>t':~r t.hat. l.l11·slJ s111·vt:ill1111c1·~ col11•1·.f'cd any 1tddi t. ionnl i11forn1a
t.1ou b"','."rng onUH1 FBI's chnmcl.1,i·izat.ion of A,lvist'l ' A us 11 "c01n· 
m11111s(., 
. lks!'ila•. l.h11 !-;'<mis 1L111I pro1·.1·d111·t,s 011f.li1rnd i11 I.lit> <:O~I IN 1•'11, Sl\t:· 

tion o I l.]111 f<'B.1 Mun111LI, l;l11,. ll11n,1~u's inv,·sl.ignl.ion o( J >r. King-did 110(0 
f~ic~u:; OI~ ":lw!,hm· trny oi: l11s adv1sni·s \\'t!n, ad.i11g 1111d,~1· ( •01111111111isl. 
.I .ILd,y d1st~1plt.11t~ n11d co11l.rol or w,wo working (o l'llnlilt• (.lw ( '.011111111 -
nisf, I '1L1'i..y to 1nll11!'-llt:ll 01·. <'011trnf t.ho ::i( :L< .:.«; Tho 1ni1ToJ,ho1m whii:h 
l1111.l l11•"n 111sl.1Llled 111 Adv,snr A'H olli<'ll in M1t1·ch J!J(i~ was dis<'ont.in,wd 
l,oJoro I.he COJ,1.~NFlL iav~st iga(.ion bcg1L11,"" and, :di.hough wi1·lll:Lp 
co1•1;mg11 of ~dl'lst'l' A conl.1111111tl-n.11cl l\Vllll inl.cnsifii:,l "'-1.hc i11for-
11~n.f.1on oht.:tu~nd "l'Jl""'.'H f:o lmvu l'ldnt.1:d sol"1y t.o his 1ulvil'11 (.11 I lr. 
l~111g- ctm'.:rn·n 1ng I.ho ?J v1 I ril-(ht.s 111orn111l111f. 1t11cl not 1tl. all to t.Iu, nll,•gi,d 
~, 011111111111s.t 1'1u'f.y m·igu!s of I.hat 1ulvice.'" Two !!'Bl 1·1,port;; prnparnd 
m Sl)Ccecdmg yrnu'S winch s,unrn:,rir.e the Flll's iufornmt.ion JL!mut 
~clvis~r A. do not cont.ain eviclcnco s11bst11ntial.ing his p111·portc,l •rnla
t10nsh1p w1t.h the Couununist Pm·ty." 

W!t.hout, full ncccss to t.hc Bmenu's file.~, tho Commitl{lo cannot ,lo
tcm1111e whcthci: the J•'Bl's decision to initi11to IL COllHNFIL invcst i
g:1t1~11 ~·n~ mo~1vu.ted solely by sincorc concerns about nllogecl com
munist rnlil~ruti~u, 01· whether it :was in pmt influenct,cl by Dircdor 
Hoo':c.r'~ :uumos,ty to~nnl Dr. Kmg. Tho FBI Direct.or's scnsit.ivity 
to criticism nn~ Ins att1tll(lc toward .Dr. l{ing nro <locumcntcd in sov
o!·nl ~vcn_ts_,~lu~h occnrrecl cluring the pcriocl whon the FBI w1,s cou 
sidcrmg imt.mt.mg tho COMINJ<'lI, investigation. 

As eJLrl.Y I\S lfobrnary WG2, Dir~ct.or Hoover wrolc on:, llll'lllor,uHlnm 
that Dr. King wns "no good." •0 

In ,! lll;!Uary 1062 an o~·ia11l:1i~ation called tho Southern Uogionnl 
qounc1l 1ssued a report crit1cizmg tho Burenu's inaction during civil 
rights demonstrations ill: Alb;my, Georgia." An updated version of 
that report WILS relensed m November 1062. A section entitled "Where 
was tho Federal Government" ma<lo the following obscrvittions nbout 
tho FBI: ' . 

only ot the li"'UI division level (Memorandum from Jumea Blnn<l to ,vnunm Sul
livan, 3/2/62). 

ao 111BI Mnnuol SecUon 87, IJp. 12-13, 83-SG. Former As.sistunt Director Sullh'nn 
tet-tll\e<l: "If n man is not under the discipline nml control of the Communist 
Party, t11so fncto he is not really n member ot t he Communist Purty. nu~ Port y 
~emunds the man's complete d1$civline, the right of complete dlsci1,Une over n 
l nrty memlJer. That ls why they hnYe the grnduntlons, you ser, the fellow 
tra,·ch!r, not a Pnrty member, becun.He he woultl not nccP.pt the entire discipline 
ot the Pnrty. The sympntltlzer, another grndunttou ot ii:, whnt we cnll the dupe, 
the vlcUm of Communist front,; and so forth . r.rhc key-I nm i;lnd yon rnlsed t hlt:1 
11n<'~tion-t.hc key to mcmlleri,;hip ii:1 doc1:1 this mnn ucccpt completely the i>nrt.y 
disc11>llne. If he docs not., he b not regarded ns o genuine member." (Sullivuu, 
ll/l/7r., J>. 18.) 

an It WUN dhtc:ontlnucd on Angnst 10, 1002. Sec AlrtclN from SAO, New York l'c> 
Dir<'ct.or, 11,nI, 8/16/G2 and ll/l!'i/62, ond Mcmornmlmn from H ircctor l•..,Hl to 
SAC, N,•w Yorlc, 11/2:V(j!l. . . ' 

:rr 'J'lm AUorJl(?Y Ocnrrnl nnth01ized n wlrct·up 011 Achlscr A'H hOllll' fdt~phmu• in 
No"1•111l11•r 1HG2 (Mt•nwrn11(lmu from Hlrl'cl'Or lt,Hf to Alt,,rn1•y (:t'llt'rnl 
ll/~11/CI~) . ' · • 

: M.i: .. J\f1•nior11111l11111 from l>l1·1•1·li~r, Jl'J,1, lo At.1on111.,· <:t•111•rnl Kt·11 1w1lf. 
Inclc,id, in April 1064 a tlelcl ofllce n •portr.rl thut AtlYlMcr A wns not makr the 

Junn,•rn•n or t.he C",onu11nniNt Pnrt.v. i\fomormulum from SAG N(•w Yorlc to Dirt•dor 
l•'llJ, -1/l·J/(fl. ' 

"'Mciuornll{lum from .Tnmcs Illnnd to WJlllnm S11lllv11n, 2/3/02. 
u 8[)cclnl Jtcport, Southern llrglonnl Couucll, 1/8/02. 

111 
, 
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- 'l'horo is n. considcrnble n.mount of distrust n.mong Al
bnny ~fogrocs for locnl members of the Fedcml Bureau of In
vestigation. 

-With n.11 t.ho cloor violntions by local polico of constitu
tionnl rights, with undisputed evidenco of beatings by sheriffs 
n.nd deputy sheriffs, tho Fill hns not made n. single nrrest on 
behalf of N cgro citizens. 

- Tho FBI hns [tnken] dozens of 11ffidavits from Negro 
citizens complnini.ng tlmt their coustitutimml rights hnd been 
viohitcd by ci Ly mict county offici11ls. But eight months Inter, 
thcro wns no sign of nctiou on these clmrges. 

- Tho FBI is most effective in solving or1l i1lllry crimes, 
and perhnps it should stick to tlmt." , 

Newspaper covernge of tho report's allegations wcro forwarded to 
Bu1·cnu hendqun.rters by tho Atlantic office. Although Bureau rules 
required prompt investigation of allegations such as those in the South
t,rn Regional Council's Report, no irwestigation was undertaken." 
Before even recoiving tho full report, Burc1m ofiicials were describing 
it as "slm1tecl tuul binsed," nnd were searching their Jilos for informa
tion about tho i-cport's author." 

Sho1tly after tho Report wn.s issued, newspnpers quoted Dr. King ns 
s11yi11g that ho ngreecl with tho Report's conclusions that tho l•' BI had 
not vigorously investigntcd civil rights,violntions in Albany. Dr. K ing 
reportedly stated : 

One of tho g1·eat problems we face with the FBI in the 
South is tlmt the agents 111·e whitll Southerners who hnvo hr.en 
infhrnnccd l,y tho mores of the community. To 11mint11in their 
status, they lrnvo to be friendly with tho loc11! polico nud 
people who 1,rc promoting segreg11tion. . 

, Evory time I snw FBI men in Alb1rny, they were with the 
local police force." 

FBI he11dquurters was immcdintely notified of Dr. King's re
mnrl,s." After noting thnt Dr. King's comments "would nppenr to 
clovetnil with information ... indicating that King's advisors aro 
Communist. Party (CP) members nnd he is under the domination of 

0 11Altmny, A Stu<1y of Rnclnl Ilcsponslh111ty," Southern Rcglonnl Connell, 
ll/14/02, . 

"Item #17, FBI RcRponse to S£'11otc SclPct Committee, 10/15/75. Fill rules 
provldecl thnt nll<',;ntlnm, nhout Jh1rcuu mli;comluct hnd to be tn,•estlgatN1 nnd 
thnt "every Joglcnl lend which will -cstnbllAh the true fncb:1 ehoultl he completely 
run out uulcs.~ such nctlon would emhnrrosa the nurenu . . . . " 

"Mcmorundum from Alex Rosen to Alnn Belmont, 11/15/02. The updntcd 
report wnM rccclved nt hen(]qua.rters on Dcccmher U, 1002. (Memornnllum fro1n 
SAC, Atlnntn to Director, ]!'III, 12/4/02.) 

., Allnnta Cr1n,t1t,itton, 11/10/02. p, 18. In 1001 n report Issued by the U.S. 
Conunts,don on Cl vii Rl~hti-1, entitled 11Jrn:1tlce," hnd nddressed the J)roblcm . 
or li'Ill u~cnts JnvcsU~ntlng locnl lnw cntorccment omctnls nlUl rcnchc<l n slmllnr 
conclmdon, Jndmlln~ ml~tnrnt or Uu? Ji'RI hy southern JUnckH. 

.., Ah'morn11<1u111 from SAc,· Atluntn, to l>lrector, }i'Jll, 11/10/02. 
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tho C!',"" I~11rca11 ofliciHls ,lccidc,l to co11t.ad, }>,·, Ki11g in 1111 l'.ffort to 
"set hun str:ught.." ·J8 

Tho I<'Bl's cffo,t to contact Dr. Kin" consist.t,.,J of 11 folephon~. en.JI 
to t.ho t-JCLC ollic!\ in A1.l:111t.i hy Cn,tha I>. ])d,oal'.h h,•,ul of llm 
!•'B~'s Crinrn H,~,ords ])ivision, Hnd one by th" Atlantit SpPl'ial ,\g,•nl: 
111 ( .hnl'/sl;:, Bot.h.cHlls were trnswered l,y S<·1.·1·dari,•s who p.-0111is,·d to 
nsk Dr. h .111g to rdurn tho calls. ,vhcn J)r. King di,! not respond, 
DcLoach obs.,rv,,d: 

It would nppenr obvious t.lmt Hev. King docs not ,ksirci.to 
be told tho tmo facts. Ho obviously used deceit., lies, 1t11d 
trmu:hory 11s propngm1dn to furt.hm· h is own causes .. . ] sec 
no futh_er need to. contacting Rev. King ,is ho obviously ,10<'.s 
l\Ot ~les1rn to be given the truth. The foct that he is n vicious 
h~r JS 11mply cle!11011st1?ted in t.hc. fact he const1mtly associates 
w1th_11nd takes mstruct1ons from [a] ... member of the Com
mumst Pn1ty. •• 

'l'wo y~n.rs ln.ter-in lnte 1064--the Director wns rofusing to meet with 
Dr. Kmg bcc1111se "I g1ive him thnt opportunity once ancl ho ignm·c.d 
it." 110 

-'~'i_lli1un ~ulliv1L11, who wns hend of tho l>orncst.ic Intclli,,encc 
D1v1s1011 durmg the invest.ig11Lion of Dr. King, f-OStifie,l: ,., 

[J?ircctor 1 foov~1-] wns very upset about tho criticism tlmt 
Km~ mndc pu~hcly,1tbo~rt our fniluro to pr~~t ~he N_egl'O in 
th~ .Sout.h ug,unst v10lnt1011s of the Negro c1v1! hbcrt.,es 111Hl 
lCmg on n numbor o.f occnsions soundly criticizccl the Direc
t.or .... Mr. Hoovor w1is very ,listmught ovt,r t:hcso c1·il.icis111s 
nu,] so t\1at. woul<l ,fii.,111·1\ in it .... T t.hink heh incl i·t ,di was the 
l"(tcml b111s, tho d1shko of Negroes, tho dislike of the civil 
r1ght.s movement ... . I do not think he could rise above 
thnt.01 

, 

:: Memornnllum from AJex Ro~cn to Ainu Rchnont, 11/20/02. 
Memorandum from Alnn Belmont to Olyde 'rolson, 11/20/02. A decision wns 

n,aac tl1~t Dr. ~lug shonl<l l>e coutnctcd I.Jy both AsMlstnnt Director DeLonch 
an<l Asslsto.u~ Director ,v11unm Sulllvnn "In or<ler that there will he u witness 
~ml there cnu b~ no cl1nrge ot 1,rovlnclnlhmt inn,mrnch as Cnrthn D. Dcf..on<'h 
co!!lffi from the 8011th n1ul l\fr. Sulllvnn comes from llw North ." (/1,id.) 

1\Iemornndmn trom Onrthn Dcl.,onch to .Tohu :Mohr l/lfi/03 JtllT omclnl 
n1so "Jntervlewcd" or otherwise contnct.cd vnrlous news'J>n])er pu1,ll8hcn1 to N('~ 

[thC")n) '3tn1fc-ht" nlJot~t D1·. Klng'!-1 r,~mnrks. (l\lrmormu.lmn trom ~\l~x Ro~«·n t~ 
Ainu Belmont, 1/17/03.) One or the publishers cont.ncle«l wn1-:1 c11•:·wrihc1l nH •·1 111-
1,r,~xHell with tho l>l'rector" 1uul O!i h<!IUC' on the "Spt.'Cinl Corr~imutlcnts 

0

Ll!-:it." 
(Lct.ter:.. trom Curthn DcLonch lo one or the rmh1ishcr~. 11/20/02, p. 3.) 

Tho EDI nlso took step~ to "point out" the "e,•nslve conduct of IGng" to the 
Attorney Gcnernl mul Ch'il }tights Commission. (Letter, FBI Dlr<.'Clor to.Atlornt'Y fifs7ti:) 1/18/03; Letter. FlJI to Stnf? . Director, C<>mmisslou on Cl,vll Rights. 

1112
~/f;;. on mcmomndnm f.rom 11,r~forJck D11m11g-nrtluor to \Villl~iin Su11h·nu, 

11 
\Vlllinm 8nlllvnn h1Hfhnony, Jl/1/75, p. 02. Rn11h·11n'R n~srssnu•nt mnt-ct hr. 

vlr.w1•1l In lh:ht or tlw f1•111l t.hut. HnhNl'4(Ut•nlly tlt!\'1•lo1H•d h1.•tw1"«·n Snlllnrn nrni 
Ilocn·,•r urul which nll lmnft!ly J1•d lo H11IJl\'nll't-111l:-m1IN:-111I from 1111' l•"BI. 'l'hut fi•,ul 
Iii tlh~cni:;setl 111 thti co1111ulttcc'H flunJ rt·i,ort. 

GO-llllf. 0 - 'UI - '1 



Tho FRI sent. frequent. reports nbout. Dr. King-'s plnns 11n<l 1ir,t.ivit.ir.s 
t-0 oflic•.inls in hot.h t.h" .lusl.i.-1 Dop'!Lrlrn1•11t. 1111d t.1111 White llouso from 
t ho initi1L1.io11 '.'f tho COJIII NFJ I, i!1vr.~t.i~11t.i<.1n until D r. JGng'sdenl:h 
Ill II)(;/( l>l'sp1t.i, llw fnd thnl, 1hr m1·c,sl11,(11trnn of l>r. h111g- fuilccl to 
Jll'Ck)11,~1 cvidl•n,•111:lnd, Dr. J( in/.( wns ·11 ,·.0111111111,ist., or i.lmt. ht1 \\'ll8 'h1.1i11p 
111f11mncml ton.cl: in "\\'IIV ini111ic1d to A·11w1·ic1111 inh\l'(•st.s, no 1'(1Spons1-
blo Uol'l'l'IHnont. oflici·nl o·rnr nsked (.IIIJ FBI lo1l1r111i111ll·" 1.h11 im·(•st.ig1l· 
t.ion. Th"ir i1111..t.ion 11,ppl·,u'H 1o l11l1·1•. Ht~·.1111111•.cl from ll lmli11f t.l111t. it W118 
snfor lo iw1·11iit.,llu1 1•' 111 lo cnndud Han invl'shgn.fion lhnn lo s(·op f'.1111 
Jl nn,1111 111111 rnn t.ht1 risk of ,·.h1lrg1•s t:l11tl, 1"1"' FJII W<18 'lll•ing n111r.zl11ll 
fo 1· poli(.icnl rn11so118. 

J\urko llfarsl1111l t<1st.ifi1lll thnt. th(•. "1·.h11.rgl•s" 1111111<1 by t.ll!l Timr1l11 
n~uinst. Advisnr .. \ "wt>ru grn,•o tutd scriouH." 'flm ](cm1m,ly Ad.min· 
isl ml'ion h,111 la11(•.n oulspol((,n in il.s support. of Dr. Kinl,(111,1111 ordcwinl,( 
t.ho 1•'111 t.o lr.nninnk its inv1•sf·.il-(nl.i1111 would, in llf111·8llllll's .opinion, 
" l1111·t1 rnn t.lu• risk" H111t. tlll'l'II would l11l1'11 hN•n 1l lol of ,·0111pl11111(s tlnlt. 
t hn l h11'(•nn l1111l l>1,tm hlix,kt,il for polil.il1ll l'lll1SOn8 fmm invcstignl'.ing 
serious c-11111·1-(<'8 11"ho11f. c·onnnnnist infill mt ion in t .]u) 1·ivil right.~ 
·11 1c>nmwnt.ri 2 

E,lwin 0. Onthn111n, l'res.q ('hief for Ha, ,Tnst.icl\ ])l1p1lrt11ll'nt. under 
Attomcy G,•nllrlll Kennelly, tt,,;t.ilkcl thnt Hohcrt. Kcnnecly viewed thl' 
chnrJ!:CSiihontAdviscrA: · 

ll8 11. serious matter 1111,l not in tlrn int.crest of the count.ry 
11ml not in the interest of the civil rights movement . ... Tho 
question of whether he was influencing King u.nd his conta.cts 
with King, that. was a. matter which wns not fully decided, 
but in those days we ncccpted pretty much what t.he FBI 
reported as being accurate." · 

Gut.hmnn testified thnt he was told by Kennedy in 1068 thnt. Kennedy 
had approved wiret.np covernge of Dr. King's home and of two SCLC 
offices in October l!lGil becnnse "he felt. thnt if he dicl not do it, Mr. 
H oo,·er would mov~ to impede or block the passage of the Civil Rights 
Ri ll ... and thnt he folt that he might. ns well settle the matter ns to 
whether [Adviser A) did hu.vc the influence on King thnt. the FBI 
cont.ended ... • "" Attorney General Kennedy's rensons for approving 
t ho wiretnps nre discussed at length in n subsequent elrnpter.•• Of 
relevnnce here is t.he suppmt which Guthmnn's observations lend to 
Marshnll's recollection t.hnt. Attorney Genern.l Kennedy permitted the 
COl\UNFTL investigation to continue from concern 11:bout the truth 
of the FBI's char~cs and about the political consequences of terminat
ing thl1 inves'tig1itton. 

Tho ,Johnson Administrntion's willingness to permit. tl1e FRI to 
continue its invest.ip;at.ion of Dr. King nlso nppc1L1'S t-0 have involved 
politi<-al considerations. Bill Moyers, Presidm1t ,Johnson's nssist.nnt, 
t,,~ti,fiod that sometimP. 11 round thll spring- of I9(i!i President ,Johnson 
"seemed S1lt.isficd thnt t.hr_,ll nllcgnt1ons nbont ]\fort.in Luther King 
wr.rn not fonn,fod." Yet Prr.siclcnt. ,Johnson did not order the inve.sti
,._.,,t.ion termiH11.tl'd. 'Wlw.n nskocl t.lrn ren.son, Moyers uxplnill(,d t.l1at 
l 'rcsiclont. ,Johnson: 

111 l\fnr:-.hn11, 3/3/70, tl. r~. 
r-., l•~dwln Guthmnu l<'~t.huony, 3/10/76, p. 10. 
114 Gut.hmun, :l/lU/70, p, U. · 
"RN• pp. 1 lr.-116. 
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wns .1•cry concNnccl tl111t. his cmbmcing- t.hc civil rig-hf·,, rno,·c-
111c,,1t. nnd J\£111t111. L1it.hcr King- pcrson,dly would not hncklire 
l"'.hl.1c'.11ly. Jfo d1tl111 wnnt. to hnv1, ll so11(.l1111'11 r1wist. Slonnt.111, 
p1ocln,e1 sc.'111cl.l11n/.( t.1111(. woulcl lie, politic·nlly c•ual,nrnssin,. 
to t.h(l Prrs1<\l•nt. nncl tot.he civil ril-(hls 111ovlmu,i1t .. \Y" hi,d lot; 
o
1 

f convm-:;ntwns 11!1C111(, t l11tl .... , ,Johnson ns l\Vl•ryhocly knows 
>onh•n:tl on pn1·nnoui nbo11t. hiH rnwr'11i<~~ or nlmuf hl'in. ~ 

t.1·1lpp11C\ 1.',l:' ot.laer p11opli,'s 11divil.i11s on,i· whi<'I, Im 111ul 11~ 
n,spm1s1h1111.,y.'" 

lntl·llil-(lm.c·{1 n•.po1ts snbn,i,tJeil by 1.lw Jlnn,1111 to nu, " ' hit-0 lfouso 
tntl .t.1/" ,'1(t·(l'O Dcp11rt.111lon.t. ,·ont.,iinccl <·.onsicfom.hli•. intr.llig-rrl<'<' of J~
.':·11t.•n J1<>~1t1c11l J'ILhl(I t.o (.Ju, K11111wcl,y mal ,J'ohnsou Ad111i11i,.,1.rnt.ion8 . 
. llu1.1~!·'0•n.<1?'H (,_,•1wrnl_ wc,re1111foriurnl of nu1(,t.i111-(s l~·.(.wc•t1n Di·. J(i 11 ,. 
"j"'I la,~ 1uh,:1sm-s, 111dut)11.11-( (· .. ho d1,t.1uls of 11,lvillll t.lmt. Dr . .King- mcoivrnl 
t..,(11 ~_t-i 1;t•··/.(rs of t.11('. ('11'1( rrg-hts 1110\'l\ln(•.nt, nncl t.hn nl .t. it nclc•. o f t·i vi!' 
; 1'1:- 1 

.ll l'.4lt 1'·1'8 t.ow.,u·~I t.ho Administmtious nncl thr.ir polit·.it'Ei." ;fh<l 1mpl11~1t.11'.11s_!>f \·l11s msrdo \rnowlcrlgo wero gmphicnlly described hy 
011() of D,. l\.111g H leg-ul n,lvl8l\J'S, Ifal'l'y 1Vncht.ol: 

Th(1 <?asili~t oxnmp_le I <·irn g-iv1, is that. that if 1'111 111 ltto · 
l'<'Pl'<lS('llflll l . . I ' l ll~.y 
t] . · ' /! Olll\ SU 1', lll'g'Ot.11tt1J1g Ull(j trying to lll'hiCV(' S01nr-
tllg, nj1<1 if the .Attorney 011 the other si,!e hnd informnt.ion 

\>out"'. int my chcnt wus thinking mH! whut we wc1·o tnlkin~ 
a ,out., it would h.cc'?me ll d1wustatingly import.nut. impc<l ,
mcnt t.o 0111· ncgot.mt1011, our freedom of net ion.•• 

K;Burke ffnrshall, howeve1·, clescrihcrl t he Bureau's reports about Dr 
-cl~b!1-!~~/·he SCLC ns "of no use; it wns stupid information." H ~ 

k" Id wnf .ii~ touch. with llfartin Kin~ nil the time nbout nil 
m s o Ill or111nt10n that wmt way oe;rond what was report

ed _by' the Bureuu a!iont whnt he wns gomg to do, where he wus 
gomg ~o be, the wisdom of whnt he was "Oino- t-0 do who he 

8a\f;°mgCto d.o i.t. with, what the political sit::'nt.iou ,~ns. The 
.o''. _ern hr1shnu Lenclcrsh!p Conference ,md Dr. Kin; 

"e10 :n s.ome se.ns~ cl~sc nsso('rnt.es of mine. [Inforn111t.ion cfc 
the t) pe mclncled m I• lH reports) was nH informut iou thut I 
would have hnd 11.lly way.•• 

: Dill Moyers tootlmony, S/2/70, p, 22. · 
The FBI files are replete wltl 1 

al>ont Dr. l{lu th . . 1 e:xnm1, c:9 ot polltlcally vnlunhle lntcJll~cnce 
Jtor iustnnce ~1 h'f; "'1~~ase:t to the Justice I>e1mrtmr11t n,111 the "'hlte Houf.c. 
the public n~ommocint1011'd hl~l n l~~ltlcnl /1lnt In the Cougres~donnl d~hnte over 
cusslon between Dr Kin n ' over 11 ~rmctl the Atfornry Oenernl ot n dls
ercud Kini: rPporte,ily 11!~ ~~ t~~~t1vlscr ·concerning u coutcrcnce which Rev
..alon WllH rc.~J)Orh..:1 to Jinn~ C('llt~r(•~ ~:l ;lUl ro1i1 ~l~tul the prt•l'IJdl'lll." 'J'he tlft-1<:UR
nl>Ulty lo control t.hc rnclnl A u:~ 'm 11 " .rntlou H f((•mdtlvUy ,wer HH Jn
clvll rli;-hh1 ncth•Itlt·~ "so thnt :ri•~n:!;~~,:~~::t OJ~ll~l~t! ·~~"Cd to mnlntnlu the JUlf't- of 
nr, ){In,.: wm1 flnlcl tn hl'llt•,·p thnt. thr p . Ii" t unc. to look for nn nlh:n1utln•." 
from nr. l<lu~ whleh wo1Jlt.l J>ro.vldo n rN1 i' ~li "tn~~I thl'n h,~ rt•c,•ptivc to lclri\R 
vlolrnco .... " nr. l{fnl,t' wni;c xnltl > H'.\ u_ on o ,hl!i J>rohh•ru, [hl~l ft"l1r ot 
Pr,•.~iclt•ut could nut ht• wnrlw1I nu h 1111,, 1-t.11tt"CI thnf· Jt n ccmfl'rt•lh't' wilh tht• 
ln1·,.:1•cl," 1t111l thnt "i1t• would lll.:t• h~· :/';'11 I.ht• 1.11o,·t~uwnt wo11ltl l11n·1~ to h,i "1, 11 • 

he wo11l'1 lu1vt~ t.o Hlgn nn Jr.x<"cnt.h•t• b 11 MO iunc.: h IHCHHUW ou tht• l'n•Hld1•11t. thut 
(l\h•uiorau1h1111 froul ntrp(•i•or 1• .. IU t r\;·r mnlclng 1:-PJ.;-rt•s.mtlou IHH"Ollt-.1.ltutiounl." 

: Hurry " "uchtcl tr1:1Um~11y,'2;21;1~. :,. l~~n,•y G<•1wrul, fi/31/H.'i.) 
Durke Marshall, 3/3/70, 11. 54 ; fi{;..(i7. 



11[. C:ONCF.UN INCIU:AS1':S JN TJU: l!'lll AND TJO! IO~NN}::J)Y AD)I1NIS'l1t.ATI0N 
O\'J-!U ,\l1U ·:O.\'I'l0N8 OF COM)IUN18'£ INJtJ..,UJ•:Nt,;g IN 'l~U! CIVIL RI0l1T8 
MOVJo:>U:NT, ,\NII Tlm } "III JN'l"Jrnsu·n:s ·rm,: INVt::SUOA'l"lON: JANUAllY 

1 oo:.?-<>CTOJU·:R 1 ona 

hLJ.1·orl1tdio·n and Sumnn,W!/ 
This clmpkr ,•xplorcs dovelopnlllnts in tho M1Lrt.in Luther King' cnstJ 

from tho .period preceding tho FBI's opening of th~ <:JOMll:fFlL ?n· 
vcstigntion in October H>62 through t)10 ~•' Ill's d~1s1on .to. 1!1tei:istfy 
its invcstig1Ltion of suspected eommumst mfl'-\e1~C11 m the mvJ! 1:1ghts 
· movement in October l!JG:l. P,uticu lt,r e111phns1s 1s phiccd on tho mtcr-
111tl rC1L'lOJ1S for tho FBl',; infonsiliciition of its investigation of Dr. 
King- mid on tht1 i11tcrpl1Ly ootwccn the ,Tnstiec Dep1u·tment u.nd tho 
!<'Ill during this poriod. 

In snmmu.ry the evidonce described in this chnpt.e1· estu.blishes thu.t 
the FBI bnn1{.,ed the ,Justico Dopiu-tmont with u. strellm of memo
nuuli, concerni~" t.he Communist P1trty's interest. in the civil rights 
movement nnd l)r. Kino-'s nssoci1ttion with two individunls, referred 
to in this r<>po1•t as Advisers A and B, who wern nll<>g<:<i to hn,vo stt"O!'g 
ties to the Party."0 In responso to tho Bure1tu's wnrnmgs, the Justice 
Depnrt.rll(mt 1mdc1tvored to convince Dr. King to s1ivcr his l'lllntions 
wil.h t.hoso individunls, but. 111ct. with only 111ix1"l sucr.ess. Dr. King 
continued to .tum to Adviser A for 1,uvicc; Adviser B, whoso 11sso
ri11tion with Dr. Kin" 1tml nlle"cdly with tho Communist Party hitcl 
been pir.lwi np by the° press in l~te 1962, publicly announced his rcsio-
nntion from the SCLC in cnrly Jnly rnGa, 1tlthough he nppllr<>ntfy 
<"Ont.inued to nssocint<> with Dr. King on 1111 informu.l b1LSis. 

· !hiring henrini..,s over t.lm nd111inistmtion's l,ropo:;cc\ pnhlic nr.com-
111ml11t.ions bill in .Tuly l!)(i:I, l'l"itics of tlm hil clntrged thnt. t,h<> civil 
rights 111ov1,munt, nncl Dr. Ki1w in p111ticuliLr, we re infhll'nccd by Com
munists. J)r. Kin~'s phins for":, civil rights mnrch on Washington in 
Aug-ust wore recmving inc1·cnsing' publicity. On July 16, the Attorney 
Genc1·al rnised with tho FBI's Justice Dep1trtment liaison, Courtney 
Ev1111s, the possibility of a wiretllp on Dr. ·King nncl one of his legnl 
ndvisers. 

The following d1ty the FBI sent an 11,n1Llysis of its COMINFIL 
i11formn.tion to the Justice Depn.rtnll'11t .. The 1tdministmtion decided to 
continue its public support of Dr. King. During the ensuing week, the 
President informed t.he prl'SS t.lmt there wns· no r.videnc1, t.lmt civil 
rights demonstmtions were Communist-inspired ; the Attorney Gen
erul announced thn,t the FBI hncl no evidence tlutt n.uy civil rights 
lcaclcrs were controlled by Communists; n.nd the Attorney Gmwml 
reje.ctoo the Flll's request for 11.uthority to wirntn.p Dr. King. 

In August 19Ciil, thl' Justic<> Department received n. report from 
the FBI which 11,pp1trently eont1tined nll1,gations extremely unfavor-
1tble to Dr. King. 'l'hn Attorn1,y GeMrn.l told Courtney Ev,ms thnt, he 
foce,I i111pc1tchnwnt if t.he report wns "lm,lrnd," nn<I clemnndcd that it . 
ho r,,,sulnnitted wit.h n. cover mcmornndum det1ti!ing the foctun.l l>1Lsis 
for the allr.gntion. The memorandum submitted in response to thllt 
request cont.1tincd no infommtion <>OJ1cerning Dr. King tlrnt h1tcl not 
uln•,11ly lll'en known to the Attomey Geneml in July, but the Attorney 
G1m1,ml permitted the investigntion to proceed. 

• The memornndn. nlHo contained Information obout tbc clvll rlght.R movement 
of consldernblc t>olltlcnl value to the ntJmlnlstrntlou. 

. In latn ,Tuly 19G3, the FBI opciwd 1L filt1 m1titlcd "Con1munist In
fluence in Hucial Matters," nrnl closely monitored prnpurations for thl· 
August' 28 Civil Right;; Murch on '\-Yashinglon. 'l'h1, Fl\l's l>onl('sf ic 

· I11t.cllig1,nce Division i11for111ecl lli1·ccf.or lloovm· shortly bc•foro till: 
Mitrch tlmt Communist inflm•nc1•. in the civil rights 111ove1111•11t wns 
negligible. Tho Din,ctor disllg'rc1\\I. Thll hlm<I of till\ Donwstic lntclli
genco Division, Vvilliu.m ::iulliv,111, responded by rcconunending morn 
intcuso FBI survl,illnnce of thl\ civil rights movement. 

A . The JWJtice De71ai·tment 11' ar11s Dr. King .1bo11t A,Z.Visc1·11 A aJlll 
JJ : J amUJ.ry 1 !)6"',d-J.,,uc /,')6"3 

Tlrn Komw1ly 1uhninist,mtion's conc1,rl\ ov1•1· FBT nll,•g1Ltions tlmt. 
Communists were influencing t.he civil rights movement led the ,Justice 
Dopnrtm<>nt to mttkc sevcml 1tttmnpts to persmLde Dr. King to se.vi,r 
his relt,tious with Advisers A und H. In ,fa111mry 1962, Hoover first 
warned Attorney Genernl Kennedy that Advisor A, n. member of the 
Communist P1trty, U .S.A., "is 1illegedly tt close ndviser to the lfover<>nd 
l\Inrtin Luther King."" Shortly nfterw1ircls, Assistirnt Attorney Ucn
ern,I Burko Mnrslmll of the ,Justice 1>cpurtnwnt's Ci\'il Rights Di
vision told Dr. King thnt t.ho Bun,1t11 cl11i111ecl Advisi.r A wns 1L com
munist. nnil ndviscd thnt tlll'y br1•uk off relutions,"' A<"cordin~ to un 
Fill memomndmn, Deputy Attorney Gcneml Byron R Wlute nlso 
considered spe1tking with Ur. King ubout Adviser A, hut ·decided 
1tguinst doing so when told by the FBI th:it rc\"ellling too much of the 
FBI's informntion might tip oil' Dr, King- or A1lviser A to the identity 
of ccrt1tin FBI informnnts." 

I>r. King g1Lvo 110 indi ... ut.ion of hn•1tki11g- off 1·e.!ut.ions with .\clvisN" 
.\, who WllS ll close. fri1•1ul 1uul tmskd 1ull'is01·. Ho c!i,1, hc11,·c,,•1•r, 1tpp,u·· 
ently consi1ler the 1ulvcrse l,lfocts on t.lic civil rights nwvcn11,11t. f.hut 
his associ1ttion with Adviser B might cuuse.05 In June 1DG2 the Fllf 
interc<>ptc<l ll conversn,tion •• in which Adviser ~\ re.commended thnt 
Dr, King inform1tlly uso Advisl•r Il llS his executiv<> nssistnnt, noting 
thut "ns long n,s Adviser B did not have th<> tit!<> of Executive Dirt'c
tor, there would not be n.s much lightning flnshing urouncl him." Dr. 
King was reported t.o have 1tgrt'ecl, remnrki1)g tluit "no m1tttcr whnt 
a m,m was, if he could stn,rnl up now und say he is not connected, t hen 
ns far !ls I lllll concerned, he is eligible t.o work for me." 01 

On October 8, 1062, the FBI's Domcst.ic Intelligence Division pre
pn,red u memomndum summarizing n.ccounts that had previously 
nppe11red in ll<lWSpttp<>rs conceming Adviser B's nllegecl Communist 
backgt"Ound 1tnd his 11ssoci1ttion with Dr. King. The Division for
w1trded U1e memorandum to Ciuthn D. DeLo11ch, hcnd of the Crime 
Records Division, the FBI's public r<>lations 11,rmJ.. for "possible use 
by his contacts in the nows medill field in such ;:;outhern stntes ns 
Al1tb1tmn where Dr. King h1ts 1,nnounced t.hn.t tho 11ext ·tnrgets for 

.., Memornn<lum from Director, FBI to Attorney Gcnerl\l l/8/02. 
"Ilnrke Mnrshnll testimony, 3/31/70, p. IO. ' 
.. Mcmornndum from Courtney Evnns to Alan Belmont, 2/0/02. 
~ Allcgntlona concemlng .AdvlHcr Il 'B mcmbcrshl1l In the Communist Pnrty hnd 

received wide puhHclty In the ncw&J)npertt. Th<'r<• w~re no such 11ree~ nllt.>gntlone 
nlmut AdvlHer A . 

.. At.lvh•1er A's phones W('re covrretl by }i'Bl wlretnp~. Rt'e p. SR . 

.., Memornnchuu from New York }i'tel<l Ofllce to }i'Jll 1Ie1ulqunrtere, 8/21/02, 11. 0. 



96 

inlcg-mtion of uni,•ersi-t.ir.s 1u·o Jomtccl." DcT..ondi's sig-nnture nnd tho 
not.at.ion, "handled, August.a (illcgil>le), Atlanta, 1- /10" 1Lppe1Lr on 
tlw. n•.co1nnlc1ul11tiion.0

ij 

Tho art.iclc1 wns nppnrnntly disscminn1ed, hccnuso nn Octol>m· 25, 
l !Hil/, url.ido in tho Augusl.it Chronicle dN;crihcd Arlviscr Bus n. nu•m
l>or of till\ CPUSA's N11ti0111tl ConuniU'cc who wns S(,rving ns Dr. 
King-'s "Act.in/\" Exccuti,·" ])irecl.or." Dr. King- pul>licly r,,s\)0111lcd, 
on October :10, thnt. "no person of known Communist. 1iffi in.tion" 
couM s,,rvo 011 1.ho st.idf of Um .SCLC 1uHI 1l<·nic<l uny lmowlcdgo t.Jmt 
Advis,•r B lin.,I Con111111nisl. nllilint.ions. llr. King- nlso nnnouncc.d Ad
\• is,•r B's t"mpornry n•si:..'lrnt.ion fron, t.]w .SCLC pt,nding 1u1 BCL(' 
inv,·~t ig-nt.icm of tlrn 1t.tlt~~1tl.ions. 

A st.rrnun of niomor,wdn ft-0111 t.lH•, FHJ, however, warned tho ,Jus
t i,·t1 ll1•111irt.nu•11I. t.hnl. Advis1•r II ,·ont in11i,d ns un nssoci1t1!1 of Dr. 
King- <l,•spilc his 1tppnmnt rnHig11ut.io11 from the 8CLC. In Docomhor, 
IJ in•dor I louver wns !"Jtllt·.ioninµ; t.lll\ At.t,mrny Gmwrnl t.lrnt. A,lviS<',l" 11 
,·ont.in11,·<l t.o "n•prcscnt. hin,sdf ns lming nflilinfocl with t.he Nmv York 
Oflico of t.ho SCLC nnd, d11ri111,: Int" November n.nd ,•nrly December 
l!lG2, wns nctivcly t•.nµ;,1gcd int.ho work oft.his org-n.ni:.mt.ion." 00 A fow 
,In.vs hih•.r, t.lie. At.t.oim,y Gmll\rnl "'.ll;i i11fon!1ccl tlo,!t Advism:,; A mul 
R w~.ro planning n. "closl'tcd ... cr1l.1c1Ll review" w1t.h Dr. Kmg con
cerning t.he direction of tho civil_ right.s moven_1ent. Kennedy penned on 
the mcmornndum: "Rnrkc-t.lus is not gettmg n.ny better." 10 

In early Fel>runry 1963, Dr. King asked tho Justic(! Depnrtment. 
for <t briefino- on Adviser B's bn.ckground, npparently Ill response to 
newspaper n.7't.icles nl>out Adviser B result.ing from the Burea.u's cam
paign ·to puhlicizc Adviser B's relntionship with Dr. King. Assist.'1.nt 
.\.t.t.orney Ge.nernl Mnrshnll noted inn. memorandum that he hnc\ "been 
in touch with the Attorney Genernl on this mntt.e.r anc\ is anxious to 
hn.ve it hnndlcd as soon ns possible." 71 Sometime later in February, 
l\farshall spoke with Dr. King about severing his association with Ad
visers A and B. Mmnomnda from Direct01· Hoover to the Just.ice De
p~rt.ment dm·i!'g ~h': ensuing mont.hs? how)wer, . emphasized tha.t Dr. 
Krng was marntammg n close rclationslnp with both men. Thos" 
momornnrl,i to the Jnstice Department contained no new information 
subst:mtinting t.he charges thnt either wns n member of the Communist 
Pnrty, or thnt cit.her was carrying out the PILrty's policies.12 

"Uemorandum trom F . J. Daumgnrdner to William Sullivan, 10/S/62, p. 2. 
The mt?morandum bears the caption 11Communist Party, USA, COINTELPRO." 
'l'hl11 lH the first lutllcnt.lon ol 1l counterlnteHlgence program <llrectc1l 11,;nlnst Ad· 
,·Jscr R. Atlvls«.!r A hccnmc the anhject or such n 11ro~rrun ln 1000. }c"or n <llscusAlon 
ot t.hc ~'Ill's C0IN1'ELPRO eliort. sec stnlI report on COINTELPRO. 

• l\tt•mornnclum from Drrector, }i'BI to Attorney Gencrnl, 1/23/63, p. l. 
10 l\k111ornndum from Director, FUI to Attornry Genernl, 1/10/lJ.3. The At

torney General was subsequently told thnt A,lvtser B, Dr. King, nnrl A<l\"lBer A 
c ouft~rred with other mcmhers of the SCT.C on .Tnnuo1·y 10 Dll<l 11. (Memorandum 
from Direct.or, l~BI to IlurJce Mnrshnll, 1/31/0S.) 

n Mc~mornnclum from Al<'x Rosen to Alnn Re1mont, 2/4/0:l. 
,, On l\lnrch 10 the Attorney Gencrnl wns lnforme<l tbnt Adviser A nnd Dr. 

Ii:lni: hnd cngn,:cd In n lcngtl1y conversation concerning an nrtlcle that Dr. King 
wns prepnrlng (or The Nation. ( Memorandum from Dlr.cctor, F'BI to Attorney 
Genrrnl, 8/12/().'l.) On ,Tune 3, the Director aent. tll<> Attorney General n nh1i,. 
pn,.:e "concl:-te Hllmmnry" of tntonnntlon nhont Atlvba~r A, emphni3lziug hlR roh~ 
n~ Dr. Kh1J''e n<lvlscr. (Memornmlmn from Direct.or, FBI to Attorney General, 
6/3/f,ro'l.) An FDI memorandum in cnrly .June reported n dlscusslon between 
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Tho At.to!·ncy Gcn~.ml's concern over Dr. King-'s ILssoci,ition wit.h 
tho t.wo at!v1sc1·s co.ntrnued. A 1m,momnrlum l>y Hoover stnks thilt. on 
Juno 17, 10G3: 

Tho AL(:omcy Gcnom] cnlli,d ,uul advised h!'. would like t.o 
lrnvo. Ass1st.unt. ~.tt.ornr.v Gi,1u,rn] Bnl"ico M1L1·slmll tidk to 
llfu 11,_n Lut.hor l, rnµ; 1tll<I tell Dr. Kinµ; ho hns to g-ct rill of 
I.A<lvis~1·s A nrnl B 17 thut. ho should not hnve flny cont:11ct wit.h 
t.lwm cl_11"<'< 0 tly or in<lm~d.l_y. 
. 1 p_omt.rc\ out. t.hn_t. if Dr. King contin,ws t.his nssoc.int.ion, ho 
1s g-omg /·o hurl: his own cnnsc llS thrro :im more nncl mom 
f:ommumsts t.i-ymg- lo tako 1ulvun1.nµ;" of U,IH\] movcnwn1. nnd 
lugofs down S,~u( h who ll l'C\ n~ninst i11t.(~t,!"1;nJi011 nrt~ h<vrinnino· 
to 1·.hart:o lk King is t.ir,] in wit.h Connnunist.s. T .'.i·.flt.e<l I 
1:houµ;ht ~forshnll co11lcl vr.ry ddinil<•.ly sn.v 1".l,is at-sor.inl.ion is 
r,it.her wH!cly known nnd, with thin:.,.-s c1·.vst.nlizing foi· thmn 
now, n?t.l11_ng coul<l be worse thtm for Dr. Kin" to be associ-
at.ed with 1t. 73 "' 

llfarshnll s11hs,1q11.c11t.ly ~polrn with Dr. Ki1w 1iho11t. AdviS1ws Ji. nml 
H." Inn follow-np mcmoriualum written s,wci;I months lnt!'.r Murshllll 
st.nted: 

. : . ! !>rou_ght t.hc mn.tfor to the nt.~i,ntion of Dr. King ,·ri·y 
cxphctt.ly Ill mr oflice on tho mornmg of ,Juno 22 prioi· to a 
sr.h~dnlerl mc~.tmg which Dr. Kinµ; h1Ld with the Prrsident. 
This Wllf! done at the direct.ion of the Attorney Genernl and 
the President separately [and] strongly urged Dr. King that 
there should be no f111th11r connection between Adviser D all<! 
tho Southem Christi1L11 Lelldership Conference. Dr. King 
stnted that the connection would be ended." 

~r. ~pug later told one of his associates that the President h1Ld told 
1nm tl~ero was an attempt (by tho FBI) to smear the movement on 
the basis of Commumst mfluence. The President also snid 'I ILSSume 
you know you're under very close surveillance.'" 70 ' 

Adviser A nod Dr. King- concerning whether Dr. King would appcnr on n tcle
vlslon progrnm In connection wlth n projected ortlclc in the Saturday Evening 
Po,t. Dr. King accepted Adviser A's rccommcndntlon thnt he rend the' article 
before committing hln1sclt becnuse the reporter "raised n lot ot qu<'stionR about 
[Adviser DJ and thnt kind ot thing-." (Memorandum trou1 Director imr to 
Attorney General, 0/7 /03 ) · ' 

· n l\Iemornn<lnm from j_ Edgnr Hoover to Clyde Tolson, A1nu Rehunnt, Cnrthn 
DcJ.i<mch, Alex Ros~n. ,v1111nm Sulllvnn, 0/17/0..1. During t.hl:-f l>erlo<l the Atlorncy f .. t•nernl requested n report from the Jntcrnnl S<.-curity Dh·l~ion c"Onccrning Dr 
}Ing. The rc1>Iy, dntcd ,Tune 28. cited Advisers A nnd n nK the C"hlcr source~ 

0
( 

n 11\gcd OommunlAt influcn(."(' on Dr. King. (Memorandum from J. \Vnltcr Y~n,;-~ 
le>;, to the Atton,.y General, 0/28/63.) 

Andrew Young, who wnH Pl'CNC'nt nt the mc>Ptlng with Rurke Murshnll. r.rstl-
1lccl thnt ?lfnn;hull hn.cI snlll thnt the Bnrenu hall lntormed tlw ,l11stl(·e Tlt'lmrt.
ment t.llJlt th~re wns 111 tnct Communist lntlncnce in the ch·ll rl~ht.i.: mon~mcnt 
n111l hncl c.>xpllcltly mcnt1011M1 Aclvl~er A. ,vhf'll Yuuni.: n~kt"<I ,J\fitr~hnll ,ror proof· 
h!? i-.nl~l thul: he luul JH1t1<', nnc1 thnt h<' 11conlcln't ,;ct uuythtng ont.or the Hun•nu.': 
l:nnn,:; rec:i.lkd thnt Mnrslrnll hnd Mlcl, ""'c nsli (tlu~ Bun•nu) for thl11i,."H nml .'~ .' 
W<• J'<'t tl~,•t-e hlff nu.·mo.':i, hut 1.ht•r don't. ,•,·pr rrnlly SO)' 11nythl11g.'' Yonn.c: tc•stlf1<'d . ,! 
tl~nt J\.r/!lNhu11 "'"S. nsld11J.:" 11:-1 to clllinsi-:oc·lutc• (H1rxrh·t•H from [A,lylscr AJ ulto- 1 

g1:Jc_lw1. (Ancln•w lmrn~ t<'stlmony, 2/10/70, J1p. ,JO-<M) ·~: . · 

1 Mrmornn'1111n from llurlrn l\far.shnH to ,T. J•~cli:nr Jlocwl•r f)/l2/Ga t \/:: · . :. ·., ... -·.:- 1 

\ ' Young, 2/lfl/70, 11. •JO. ' · )~\:ff ·i:}ii{' 
·· ""''·~'"""·'·'~·'"'"·"""·"'-'"""''·""'"'"''""""'··- "'"'·"'"""'~"'""'"""""""'"'·-B~.~.<:f.'!:r.i1/::r..>~'li(!<r.~J\Oll!" .l11-1'!~ .~,~~.1,;.~W~lili't~~!:1l!\"!!i.!J!f!,.i::.;.',;;,\~.::li/1'.s\'.~~,;~.:,,,,1!>,;tr..,,,·.,::c~«.,:.::·.,.'~;,,,,,;;;;;,i,i«·.'::m"';""·"·'' ·""'"· 
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Mnrshnll's nnd tho Presiclcnt's warnings did not go unheeded. On 
,Tuly a, HlG:!, Dr. Kin~ sent the Attorney Genernl n C?PY of n letter 
t.o Aclvist,r H lumring t.hnt <Int.(• .. " In tlrnt let.tor, Dr. Krng ~i1it_c1l t.]111t. 
,m investig,it.ion by t.1111 SCLC h1ul prov~n tho clnu·gcs conccrnmg Ad
viser B's nssocintion with tho Com111111ust Pnrt.y gronncllcss, but thnt 
hi; p1•.rmnm1nt r1•signntion wns neces~ary bec1mse "th~ sitmttion in 
onr country is such thnt . . . nny allusion to the left brmt,'S forth nu 
1•.motio1ml response which wonlcl scmu to incl_imt~.c t.l~at S~f:C nnd tho 
Southern Freedom Movement nre Commmust msp1red. 

B. Alkgn.tiorui About Dr. l(ing During llea,i·nga on the Publ-io 
Aecom11nodationa Bil/ an<l. the Adniin:istration'a Response: 
July J9(J.1 

Allegations of Communist influence in tho civil rights movement 
wero widely publicized in th~ snmmC'r of 19~3 by ?pponents of the ucl
ministmtion's proposed pubh~ nccommoc\11t1ons bill. On July 12, 1963, 
Governo1· Ross E. B1trnett of Mississippi testified before the Sennto 
Commerco Committee tluit civil rights legisliition was "n part of tho 
world Communist conspiracy to clivido nncl conquer our country from 
,vit.hin." 70 H1irnctt displiiyecl ,t photograph cmtitle~l "Martin Luther 
Kin" nt Commnnist 'l'l'llining School" t1iken by ,in mformnnt for tho 
Geo7-gi1L Commission of Educntion, wh~ch showed Dr. King ~t n 1057 
Lnhor Dny \Veekend seminnr ttt the H1ghlnnd Folk School m llfont
~-nglc, Temwssce with three indi viclnnls whom he alleged were com
munists. When Senutor Miko Momoney challenged tho nccurncy of 
t.his clmrnct.crizntion, Burnett st.ntcd t.hnt he had not checked the al
lcgiiti0119 with the FBI ,rnd sugg1,st.ctl thnt the Commerce Committco 
do so. Tim FBI snbscquentl_v conclud(\d t.lrnt t.1!11 charges wcrn folse.~0 

Later tlrnt day, Se1111tor Monron.ey nsked D1rect~r .II~over for h!s 
views on whether Dr. King nncl the lenders of other C1v1l rights orgnm
zntions had Communist nffilintions.•• Se1rntor Warren G. Mngnuson 
nlso nske<l Hoover about tho authenticity of the photogrnph, 
tho status of the Georgia Commission on Education, nnd the nature of 
the Highlnnder Folk School.82 Director Hoov1?r forwarded th~se 
requests and similar inquiries from other Sen,itors to the Justice 

"Letter from Martin r,ut.her King, Jr. to Adviser n, 7/3/03. 
"lClng letter 7/3/ll3 which conclude,J: "We eertalnly appreciate Uie years or 

unselfish servlc~ which 'you ho.ve rmt lnto our New York Oflice nnd regret the ne
cessity ot your depnrture. Certnlnly yours ts a atgnUlcnnt sncrlftce commensurntc 
with the- Rufferlnt.rs In jnll un<l through loss of job~ under rncl~t lntlmldntion. \Ve 
nll pray for the dny when our nntlon mny be truly the lnnd ot the tree. Mny God 
ble8s yon nml continue to Inspire you in the service ot your fellowmnn." 

,. Ross ·Barnett testimony, Senate Commerce Committee, 7/12/03, p. 1. 
• The FBI informed the Jm1tlce De1mrtm-ent tllnt none ot those iodivld

unln wero Cornmunlnt Party members, nnd thn.t there wns no evl<lcnce eup-
11ortlng t.he chuTge thnt Uie R<'hool wua o. communlHt training center. (Mt'mo
mn,Jum ~,·om Milton Jone• to Cu rtba Def.oncb, 7/111/03, p. 2). · 

Coni:res~nnnn Andrew Youug, ttwn uu nclvlNcr to J>r. I<lng, tCHtlfletl thnt the 
llli.:hlnn<lt•r ltollc School 1,hotoi;-n1ph hncl lu.-en trcq1U'nt.1y u~~<l to emC'nr nr. IClng 
ln llu• 8011th. ConJ!';rt'~~mnn Yo1m~'N tcRthnony thnt. t.hc School wn6 not 11 Commu
nbtL lnwlltutlon wn~ c1mflh1h•nt with thP Jl'Hl'fl co11C'lm1lon (Anclrcw Young hiRtl-

m~:'f}{Jr8~;!;~'s~!~tor Mike Monroney to .r. Edgnr Hoover, 7/12/03. 
u Letter from Senn.tor ,vnrren G. MngnnRon to J . Eclgnr Hoover, 7/10/03. 

I 

Dep1trtmcnt•• with 1i memornnd.um summarizing the CO.!\UNFJ L 
infonnntion.nbout SCL : 

In suustnnce, tho Communist l',irty, USA, is not able t.o us
sumo ti role of le1tdl1rship in tho rnci,il unrest nt this t imo.. 
However, the Pnrty is attc1nptinq to exploit tho current 
mcinl sitmition t hrough propug,mda nnd pnrticip1ition in 
clemonstrntions 1t1)J(l other tictivities whenever possiblo. 
Through these tactics, the P,irty lwpcs ultimately to pro
gress fr~m its curren_t supporting role to a position of nctive 
leadership. [Emphasis nddecl.] · 

In tho samo memorandum, Director Hoover brought up tho subject 
of Advisers A nnd B's alleged Communist nlliliutions. }fo clnimcd tlutt 
tho Communist Party had pinned its hopes on Adviser A, nm! that 
although Adviser B had resigned from the SCLC, he continued to 
associate with Dr. King." · 

On July 15, Governor George C. Wnll1tce of Alnbnmn test.ificd 
before the Senate Commerce Commit.tee in opposition to the Civil 
Rights bill, bernting oflicinls for "fawning nnd pawing ovor such 
people ns Martin Luther King nnd his pro-Communist friends nnd 
nssociates." Wnllnco re.forrcd to tho picture displayed by Govomor 
Bamett three dtiys heforo nnd added: 

Recently Mtirtin Luther King publicly professed to have 
fired n known Communist, [Adviser B], who luid bcrn on his 
payroll. But ns discovered by a membc,r of the US Congress, 
the public profession wns a lie, nnd Adviser B hnd 1·c-
mained on King's payroll.•• · 

On July 17, t.lm P1·l,sidcnt 1u111011ncecl nt 11 nows conference: 
Wo hnvo no evidenc,, thnt any of the ll'nclers of llH" civil 
rights movement in the United States ni:e Communists. Wo 
hnvc no evidence that t.he demonstrntions nre Communist
inspired. Thero may be occasions when n Communist takes 
pwrt in n demonstration. '\Ve can't prevent that. But. I thi nk 
it is a convenient sc1ipeg-ont to sugg-est thnt nil of the difficul
ties nre Communist 1tnd that if tho Communist movement 
would only disappear thnt wo would end this.8 ' 

"Tolson urged ·Hoover to let the Attorney 0<"nernl respond to these rl'porte: 
otherwise, Hoover mlgl1t be culled IJe!ore the Committee to testify concerning 
''current rnclnl ng'ttntlou." The Director noted on the bottom or the memornn
c}um, 11! ehnre Tolson'u views." Mcmornndnm from Clyde Tolson to the Dlrl'ctor, 
7/10/63. 

N Memornn<lum from Director, FBI to Attorney General, 7/17/()3. 
• Wnllnce tntroclucc<l into tlie record n copy of nn nrttclc :from the Rirm1nu

kam New~. "Klni;'s SCI.£ Pnys [Advl~!!'r n.] Df'splte Denlnl," June 30, JH(i.'3. 
'J'ho nrflcle stnletl thnt Dr. Kin~ hncl to'lcl reporte r~ thnt Atlvl~er n .bn1l not hi't'll 
nm~oclnt.ctl with the RCJ,O Hhwe TI<•c1•mhr.r HW2. hnt thnt. n "hl~hJy imt.horlwtl 
wonrce" rm·C'nled thut nr. 1T{l11g wnH oontln11ln~ to nc'<·1.mt AclvhH•r 1l't-i 1-1,•rvl1·t•H 
IUHt to pny hlN CXJ)<"IIS<'~. 'l'he urt.k·lt- nlRo re11orh"<l n1l1·~lltlon~ nhnnt Aclvls1•r U'tt 
ua~orlntton with tho CommunlF!t Pnrty. ~ 

11
' Pnl;llc Pnpcrs of the l"'rNddenlA, .John F. K<'nnC'lly, 11. f'i74. 
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On July 23, Robert Kennedy sent tot.ho _Commorcc Committe~ tho 
,JnsLicc Drp1u·tmcnt's response to the queries of Sonl\tors Momonoy 
nnd Mnµ;nuson: 

l\ns,•,I on 1dl 1Lv1lilalil11 i,vi,h-nco from t.ho Flll nn,I ot.l1cr 
SOUl'CI\S, WII hlLVC no 1wi1l(\IH'(l t.hnt, IUIY '?f lhl\ t,,p lciulm'l! of tho 
major civil riµ;hls µ;roups nro Co111n~1mrntg, or C:'?m11111nrnt, con
t.rollc,1. This is t.r1111 as t.o ])r. l\ltLrt.rn Lut.hor K1111t, ,Tr., nliout. 
wlton\. ptLrticuliu· 11ccus11lions Wlll'O nuulc, ns wl\11 t\8 other 
Jc1ulors. · ·. 

1t is ntLl,uml nn<l i1wvi1t1hk ll111t. Co11rn111111stI1 h1Lv11 !undo 
olforls t.o iu!iltrnt.11 I.ho civil rif!ht,q groups nn<l. U! exploit t.hl\ 
c111T1mt md11l sit1111t.ion. 111 v111w oI t.l\ll rr.11.I rniust.1ccs tl111t, 
ex isl, and I.ho 1·csnn1·1111ml. n.µ;ninst Lhmu, t.hcso <Jffods hnvo hc11n 
n,nmrk,ihly 1111succcssful!' 

Burke Jlforshnll, who tii,lc<l in for11111lntiug .these responses 101· 1}10 
,Tnsti('c Ikp1ntmcnt, told the Committ.cc thtit rumors of com.m.'nust 
infilt.rntion in t,h<.> civil rights movl'mcnt hud cl\ltSCd the Adm1111str11-
tion 1·.onsi,lcmblo concern .. 

At. thnt point., in somo. &1nso t\10 husin11.~s w1is a politic1il 
problem, not from the pomt .. o! vrnw of th~ ~uppo1t t.hat t.ho 
civil rights movc111m1t. was gwrng the l\~lmm1strntion or l\l)Y
thing lilrn thllt, but how t.o be honest w.1th tho Ren~tors with 
this problem facing us und nt the s.mno tune not to give ammu
nition to peoplo who for substanttvo rcusons were opposed to 
civil rights legislution. . 

Gcnemlly, for years the civil rights movoment m tho South 
aml t.o some extent in some qul\1tm'S m the N 01th ... . wet~ c~n
stl\ntly referred to as communist infiltrated, ~.o.mmumst m
spircd rndic,il movements . .... So that the poht1cal problem 
that I 'would identify with this whole situat10n would bo ~hat 
uncl not u question of whether or not there wns support given 
the Administration by civil rights groups in the South.•• . 

C. The Attorney General C011si.ders a Wiretap of Dr. King a'Tl<l 
Rejects the Idea: Ju.ly 1963 

On .Tuly 16, 1963, the day after ~overnor Wallace's chn.rges, th~t 
Dr. King was dominated ~y pommun~sts and.t~e ~11,y before the I resi
dent's dr.nial of Commumst rnfluence m the civil rights _m_oyement, .the 
Attorney General raised with Comtney Evans the poss1b1hty of wire
tap covemge of Dr. IGng .. According to Evans' memorundum ubout 
this meeting: 

The AG was contacted at his request late this afj;ernoon. 
Ho suid that .. . I\ New York l\ttorney who hl\S hud close asso
ciation with l\fa1tin Luther King, l\nd with [Adviser A] had 
been to see Burke Mllrshull about the rucial situation. Ac-

,.. Senn tor Rtchnrcl n.n~scll or Geor,::ln, who lin<l nlso lnqulrccl ot the FBI nhout 
nr J<ln~ wnK orally .\.1rlerf''<l i>Y Nlcholns Knt.zcnhuch nnd Oourtnr.y Evnns on 
Nn°vt•mlw~ J, 1nu.1,. Ac,·orcllni: to n mcmornmlmn hy NvnnM, t.h~ AU.ornC"y 0C"nr.rnl 
:hufl much! ncvernl uttr-m11t~ lo clrnrt n reply to Henn tor Rm1st•ll'H lnqnlrlcs, nml hnd 
finollv t-mtt.lcd cm un "lnnocuoni,;" written rC'[)lY nn<l nn orn~ briefing. (DcLonch to 
Mob,:, 2/(,/7(1). 1· 
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eor1li11g t.o t.h11 AG, [t.lic 11tt.orney] hnd inclic11tccl he hnd some 
l'r!il'l'l'l\tions 11hout t.alk)ng wit.h [A,h-i:;('t' A] on t.Jrn pho111•. 
llforslmll thought lie might lmvo been referring to u. possible 
phom1 t.np, ILnd pnssc,l 1t off hy telling [the Now York l\t
t.ornoy] this wns something ho would have to ti.Lice up with 
[Adv1sc,r A.] 

Tllll pnrposl\ of th11 AG's contnct was thut thi8 bron .. ht 
to his ntt.cntion the possibility of 11ll'cct.inµ; t.cclmicnl cove1·;ge 
on hot.h [t.1111 N11w York ntlorrn,yl 11111l l\1arl.i11 L11t.l1c1· King. 
I tol<I t.ho AG th11f. I w118 not 11t, all ncqu11inl:i,d with l't hc N,,w 
?f'orlc nf.t-01:nc.y], hnt, t hat., in so for 11s J>r. Kinµ; w118 concc•.rnccl, 
it w11~ obv1oits from I.ho r1,ports t·lmt he wns in 11 t.rnvcl st.at.us 
pmcf.u,i~]Jy nil th!1 ti1111,, nnd .it. wtLs, t.hcnrforll, doubtful tlmt 
IL tc...J1111c1il s11rvcill1mc" on his oOico or ho111<1 woulcl ho very 
pn,>dncti vc. l lllso rnis<>d t.ho <111~st.io11 ns t.o tho ror.orcnssions 
if it should evor become known tlmt such n survo11lunco had 
boon ·put 001 Dr .. King. 

Tho AG ~nid t.his did not concern him ut all, tlrnt in view 
of t.110 poss1hlo Con11n11nist, infhu.mco in tho mcin.1 situat.ion 
ho thought it. 1ulvisn.blc t.o havo aa r.omplct.o covcrngo a~ 
pos.sihl.o. I told him, under tho circumstl\nccs, tl1at we would 
check mto the matter to see if covcmgl\ was fonsiblc and 
if so, would submit an 1ipproprillte rccoinmondation to !um.OJ 

Reports from tho FBI offices indicuted that wiretaps wore feasible 81 

and l>irecto1· Hoover r~ucstcd the Attomey Gcncrn\ to approve wi1~
taps on phones in Dr. Kmg's home, SCLC offices," Md the New York 
uttorney's home and law office." 

On July 24, the day niter his letter to the Commerce Committee 
cx_oneratin~ Dr. IGng, the Attorney Genorul informed Evans tlrnt 
ho had decided ugninst fochnicl\l.surveillanco of Dr. King but hnd up
proved surveilll\nce of the N cw York Attorney.•• 

· The Attorney General infonned mo toduy that he had been 
consi~oring tho request he made on July 16, 1963, for u 
tecluucul surveillance on Ma1tin Luther King at his homo 
und office and wus now of tho opinion that those would ho 
ill-ad vised. 

At the time the Attorney General initially nsked for such 
u surveillance; he WI\S told there was considerable doubt thllt 
t~e productivity of such surveillance would ho worth tho 
r1Sk because K1,11g truvels most of the time and that there 
might be serious repercussions should it over become known 

'° 1\lcmornntlum troui Courtney Evans to Ainu Delmont, 7/16/6.':l. 'J.'he N('W 
York nttor.ney was described by the ~'BI ns n counsel to Dr. King, uild nn activist 
in civil rights m1ntters. (Memorandum from J. Edgur Hoover to Ute Atton1ey 
General, 7/22/63. ) 

"Airtel, from SAC Atlnntlc to Director Fill, 7/24/63: "T1,cbnlcnl survelllnuce 
fenRlhl~ wlt.h full Becurlty," 

01 Mcmornu<lum from .T. Ji~Ognr HooYer to Attorney Genernl, 7/23/(IJ. 
: MC>mornndmn, J. F.cli:-nr H0<,,•er to Attornt•y Gcn~rnl, 7 /22/03. 

Tbu only evhl<'ncr of communtst. ti~ ot U1c Nl·W York nttornc1• thnt tlu• l"Hl 
AJllK'Jlf~ to hn\·e ,::-h•t•n ·flu~ AfJorllt'l' (:p1wrnl WON 1111 l11fur1111111l.'t-t nlit'"~ntlon. thnt lu 
ti)f°h! nml lHrt-l he hml hcc•n nn ncliYc me111hcir of tlw Lnhor Y11ul11 I..~ngue, nu 
orgnniznt.1011 which had been cit~rl nR "Hul)ver8lvc" under ExL>cntlvc Order 
l().tr>O (l\lemorunUmn from J. l~1lgnr Hoover to the Attorney Ocm~rul). 

1• nurkt• MnrRhnll testimony, 3/3/70, 1,.13 . 
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tho Government hn.d instituted this covorn.go. These wore the 
very thoughts thn.t the Attorney General expressed todn.y in 
withdmwmg his rc().uest. 

With roforenco to the other <technical survoilln.neo requested 
1tt tllll snmo time, 1111.uw.ly, th<1 one on [Urn New York 1tt-

. t.orn(ly] t.ho Attorn<'y ·Gcmmtl felt this was in 1t different 
cnt.cg-ory and wo should g-o fonvn.rd with this coverage. It is 
noted thn.t this wt1s previously 11.pprove<l in writing by the 
Attorney General. 

... '\,Ve will tn.ko no further n.ction to effect technicn.l cover-
11.go on Mnrt.in Lut.il!lr King, oithor 11.t his home or 11.t his offico 
11.t the Southern Christin.n Lcn.dcrship Conference, in the 
1rbscnce of 11. fort.her request from the Attorney Genern.l." 

In Juno 196!>, Director Hoover told a reporter for the '\-Vnshington 
Evening Sti,r t.hat At.torn1•.y Geneml Kennedy had "requested th11t tho · 
tiilephoncs of Dr. King be covered by electronic devices 11.1ul wns per
suaded bl our people not to do it in view of the possible ropor
cussions.' 1ind been.use Dr. King's constn.nt traveling made 11. wiretiLp 
impmctic1,L•• When t.lie Commit.t.r.11 11.slwcl (',ourtney Evnns whether 
Urn irlcn of inst.11.llin~ n wiri,t.np ori1,,rin11.t.orl with tl,u Attornoy Gcnoml, 
ho tost.ificd : 

No, this is not clonr in my mind 11.t 1ill.1.'ho record tlmt hlLq 
been exhibited to me really doesn't estn.blish this definitely, 
although that infc!'encc can be drn.wn from soine of tho mcmo
!'andn. ·nut it -is my recollection, without tho benefit of any 
spccific.s, t.hn.t thm·i1 wns much more t.o it thn.n this. And I 
luwo tho foding- that t.hm·,, wcm pressu!'cs 11xist.inµ; in time to 
clove.lop moro specific informn.tion that may Juwc. had 11. 
bc1Lring here. 

. Q. Pressums em11.nntinl\' from where nnd upon whom¥ 
A. I think from both sides, the Bun,au wanted to get more 

specific informn.tion, nnd the Department wanted resolved 
t ho rather indefinite inform11.tion that hn.d been received 
.indicating the possibility of Communist influence on the Dr. 
King movement.07 

D. 1'h-O Attorney Gewwal Voices OontMrn Over Oont.inuing FBI 
Reports About King: July-August 1963 · 

Following the nppen.rn.nce of an article on July 25, 1!>63, in the 
Atlanta Con&titution, titled "One-timo Communist Organizer He11.ds 
Rov. King's Office in N. Y.," Dr. King announced that an SCLC in"'.es
ti"1ttion of Adviser B indicnted thn.t he had "no prrsent connect10n 
with the CP nor 11.ny sympathy with its philosophy." Dr. King ox-

r.11,inccl thnt. Advism· H lmd bren on t.ho 8CLC st.11.ff on 1, temporn.ry 
>1Lsis sine·,• his r,,sigmition in l)cC(•.mbcr l!J(i2, hut. thn.t he hnrl left the 

8CLC on ,Juno 26; l!IG:l, by "mut.11111 11.grrmncnt" because of concern 

• Mr.mor1nulum from Courtney Jl]vnnR to Alnn nelmont, 7 /2ti/63. 
09 Jeremli,h O'Lc11ry, Tho l!Jvening Star, 6/10/00; JToover memornntlum tor 

record, 0/10/0!). 
n Courtney Evnna toatlmony, 12/1/W, pp. 7-8. 

tlmt his 11.ffilint.ion with the integrntion movement would bl\ used 
against it by·"scgrrg11tionists and mcc b1titl'I'~." . 

Tho ,Just.ice ])ep1ntmcnt, how,wcr, cont.inned ·to 1-ecmvl• report s 
from tho FBI th:it Dr. King wn.s cont.inuing his nssoci1ition with A,1-
vism'S A ancl ll."" Shortly nft.cr At.torney Gm1c111il Kennedy's ,July 2:1 
nlSponso to the Commerce Comn1ittec, Courtney Evnns: 

Advisoril, [deleted]. 
pointed out. to M1m1h11.ll tho uncfosimbility of mn.king the spe' 
cific comments ... as t.o giving cpmplctc clearnnce to Mal'tin 
Lnt.hor King as Mn.rshnll lrncl hnd tho full clct.ails as to King's 
association with [Adviser A] 11.ncl [Aclvism-Il.] 

l\forshnll said that. ho wns most appreciative of our w1trning 
him nbout these pitfalls 1md he would be guided accordingly 
in nny future st11.tcments. Ho aclcfod thn.t. he would 1ilso appro
cin.te our continuing- t.o highlight for him nny infonnntion 
concerning communist nctivity in the Negro movement." 100 

On July 2!>, Director Hoover sent t.lte .Jnstic~ Dep11.1tment 11 report 
from the New York Ol!ice entitled "M:11.rtin Luther King, ,Jr.: Alhlin.
tion with tho Communist Movenw.nt.." 101 Tho entry mulcr t:he cnpt ion, 
"Evidenco of Communist. P1trt.y Sympnt.hi,·s," hus been ,l<•lctc,J by t.hc 
FRI from copies of thl, report given to t.h1, Commit.tee on th1, grnnncls 
tlmt it might. romp!'omisc informants. It. was IL gcncrul charncteri,m
t.ion nnd rn.ii for OJ\]y one n.nd one-half lines. A m1,momncl111n from 
Courtney Evn.ns described Attorney Gcnernl Kennedy's rraction: 

· The Attorney Genorn.l stntccl that if this r eport got up to 
tho Hill nt this time, he would be impr.nchccl. He noted if this 
r1ip01t. got. out, it wonlcl UC\ 1tlfogcd tho FBI said King w11s 
[ exciSl\cl by the FDI]. . 

'l'he Attornc.Y Gcnern.l went on t-0 say that the report had 
been reviewed 111 detail by Assistn.nt Attorney Gcnernl Burke 
M11.rshall who 1111.cl told him thc1'e wasn't 11.nything 11\)W here 
concerning King's 11.lleged communist sympathies but thnt it 
was the timing of the report and its possible misuso thnt con
cerned him. The Attorney Geneml went on to say thn.t ho 
didn't feel he could fully trust everyone in tho Internal Secu
rity Di vision of the Dl1partment. 

I pointed out to t.he Attorney Genorn.l that fa'St of 11.ll this 
.report was clnssificd secret and wn.s just 11. summary rcpo1·t 
to bring our files and thn.t of t.hc Department's up to date. Ho 
said that while this was undoubtedly true, the submission of 
the report at this time in this form presented definite hnzn.rds. 
He therefore 11sked that the report be resubmitted to him with 
11 cover memorandum setting forth the exnct evidence avail-

" On July 17, In th<~ mlch4t. or 1mhllC'lty c.•om·<·rnlnJ: Dr. King'~ ·n!-tRc~c;lutlon wit h 
A<lvlknr n , nlrect.or Jloovc•r lntornw<l tht• At,t1>r1wy GNwral thnt nlthoui:h Ad
vlErer n hnd tonnnlly r~:-11,;necl from tho SCT4C, he wus t"'CH1tlnnl11g hlR t\.'l~Ot•lu
tlon with Dr. Klug, (M(•mornndum trom J>lrt•ctor, I1"]U, to Attor1wy f'.rt'J\Cr'nl, 
7/17/(1.1.) 

100 l\(emornudmn from Conrl.tlt'Y F:vnnR to Atnu llplmont, 7/20/6:l. 
1M'llr-1>nrt or Spcclnl A~ent: .llar tl1J. /Jutlu.,. lli11u, Jr.: AOlllullon with t he Com

numist Movement, 7/22/08. 
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nblo t.o suppo,t. t.h" st.nt..mwnt. tlrnl. King hns Letm 1lc:;crihcd 
[oxcisc1l hy tho FBI].10

' 

'l'l111 1·,,nson for Attor111•.y <l1•uprn] J{pn111•1ly'H rpnc(.ion is nncll'nl'.10
' 

H 111uy I"' IJwl ·ho frnn•d 11 "lt•nlc" of Ow FBI '111tl11,gnt.ionH <\Ont:ernini.: 
cm111,;1lllist. inlluen,·o m·,w Dr. Kini.: wo11l1l l~1 pu.rt.icnhLrly <'mlmrrnss
ing' in light. of l.llll Ad111inist .rnt.io.n's r~•.<'.<1)11, st.n.l.l'nrnnl.s in Hllj>port of 
J>r. l(ing. Tl111 At.l.oruoy Gi,n11ml's 11\SJSt..•.nco on 11 s upp i,1111111(:111 
m,•11101·ni11h1111 <ld11ilini.: t.!1t111111ll'l'lyini.: ovi,11•.nt:11, c·.onplr.,1 wit.Ii t.lio t.on11 
of 111!1 1111•mor1rndu111, 1dso suggpsls Uml, Im w11s 1u1x1ous to get to t.ho 
bottom oft.ho clmrges. · · 

Hoovrr n\~nlnnitt.ed t.lm rl'port. wit.h n cover lot.tcr stnting in pnrt.: 

Tn I.his 1·onn,•d.ion, your nl-.1-Pnl.ion is invit.ccl · t.o 111y 11\1.t.i,r of 
F,•hrunry l·l, tllG2, in ,·11pt.io11r1l nu,tt.1,r nnd to my klt.111· of 
,foly J7, l!)(i:l, ru.pt.imu•d "H•"1m·sl: from Soimtm· llfonronoy 
Concerning Curri,nt. Rncinl Ag1t.1Lt.ion," both of which cont.nin 
in for111nt.ion t.o the. effl,1·.t. Uuit. Adviser A hns chnrnclorizcd 
King [,lcldccl hy F.11.l].'0

' 

Tho rclev11.nt. portions of t.ho F1•.\mmry 14, 1!l(\2, n111111on1111lum nnil 
t:11(1 ,July 17, 1!><i:l, me.mornrn.lum lu,v1, hi,l\lt delet.cd from co11ic.:; sup
pl iNl I<> t.lio Com111itll'c. It .is clrnir, however, t:hnt tho Atl:omey Gcn
ern I h,ul been ttwnrr. of whn.t.e.ve.r informal.ion those 111cmonu11fa con
t,iinc.d when he lulCl dccickd not t.o ,ipprovc the King ,v.irctaps tho 
previous mont.h . 

. Des.pita tho FBI's fnilurn to produce nny_ nc~· evi<fonce to ~11bstnn
tinto its apparently unfavorable d111rnctcr1znt1on of Dr. Kmg, the 
q,wstion of whctlwr Advisecrs A und B continued to influence Dr. King 
rr.m1Lined ,i matt.er of concem to the ,Justice Department. On Aug
nst. 20, 1963, Evans report.cd: 

Todny tho Attorney General asked if we would continue to 
keep him closely informed of information received relative 
to Advisers B's contact with Mn,tin Luther King. He had 
spr.r.ific reference to onr letter of August 2 , lll63. · 

It 1q1p1mrs that the Attorney General is receiving conflict
ing advice within· the Department proper IL9 to wlu,ther there 
is ·suflicicnt evidence of n e-0ntinning cont.net bet.we.en King 
and Advisr.r B to justify some net.ion. Tho Civil Rights Divi
sion h1L~ I\Xpress11d t.Jw thong-ht thnt nothing need be done by 
I.hi\ Depnrt.ment.. On tho other hnnd, Andrew Oehmnnn, the 
Attorney Geneml's Exc.cutive Assistant, hns counseled him 
that. in i1is judgment. there is nmple evidence there is n con
t.inning relationship which Martin Luther King is trying to 
conceal.10• . · 

E. The FBI !nten.•i-fies Its· bwe.,tigation of All.eged Oomnnuni.,t 
ln:fl,wnce in the Oi,,,il Rights J.fovc,nent : July-September 196,1 

On ,July 18, l!lGa, in response t.o int.elligcncc reports t.hnt the Com-
1m111ist. P 111ty wns encourni-.,ing its members to pn:rt.icipnt.e nct.ively in 

,
1711 :Mcmornndnm Crom Courtney Evnns t.o Alnn BColmont. R/1/03. 

Joa Rnrke l\fnrtd1nll hiRtlfled thnt he could not. recnll this inc ld<"nt. Durke ?i{or-
Hhnll tcNtlmouy, :l/3/7U, 11. 2!i. ; 

t ao; Mcmornudum from Courtncy·Evnna to Alnn Belmont, 8/20/6.1. 
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~)'~ fort.hc,~ming llforch on 1V1~hington, t.ho FBI opcn1•,l ,1 lifo cnpt.ioni,cl 
Co111m11111st. l11lhwnce. 111 lt,winl M1tlfors." Fi11lil ollices wiw<1 ,ulvist•.,l : 

it. is rc11sonnhll\ lo nssuuie 1.lrnt t.1111 fut.um will wil.11,•sH n 
s(.roug l\ll'od. ~"' lhll p,u-t. of l.lw Cl'llSA l.o inj,•d. ilsl'lf into 
:•·:•<I l:o 11xplo1t 1.llll st1:11ggl,,. for 1•,pml rights for N1•gr1K•s. 
.l_h\1n,foro1 1l1ll'l11g 1111, 111v1•s( .1~11.t.io11 of t.h1, ()l'IJSA, e,U'h rc
'"i"l'.nt. ollll'.11 should Im 1•x(,1·,•.11111ly ·1dmt. lo il111.,. i11di<'11.ti111-: in 
le.rcsl., pl,1.111,, or 1u•.(.11,.I 111volvi,111<,nt. of tho 1'11rt.y in t ho 
cu,..-e,!t N1•grn 11101·11111cnt.. This m,ilfor shonlcl he gin,n clotie 
uttcnl,1011 nnd the B11rn1111 kept c111T1•ntly 1Ldviscll. ••• 

Tho rnsnl_t.s o-f voluminous n•p01-ts from lidd ollic,•s 11ro11111l th1, coun
t.ry 1·:1111cl\1·11111g t.h11 pl,ins of l.lw Co11111111nist 1'11rty 111111 "oi.lll'r su l, v111-.;in, 
groups" Wl\1 '11 s11n1n11,rizll1l h.l' t.ho lloirwst.ic I nt..JligP.n1·c Division in IL 
r!1p01·!· d11(.e1l August. 22, l!>B:1. "" Thnt. r,•port. ,·on1·l11d"d I hut. t ll<\1'11 wnR 
no l'VHll'nc11 t.!11,t t.ho M,irch "wns 11ct111dlv init.i,it1•.,l l,y 01· is ,•.out 1·oll1•d 
by Urn C:P," 10

• 1111.hough t.h11 1'1u·ty hnd ·1,,1hlil'I.Y 1>ndors1•d i.lw Mnn ;h · 
nml hlLd u!·i.:11d. nwmbcrs t.o "clan1lest.in11ly p1Lrt.icip1tle" in ord111· t.o 
'.'fost.cr th1111lus1on t.Ju,.t. l.1111 CP is n h11n111nit.1tri,u1 "l'OIIJl ncl.ing in t he 
mtcn•st. of the N<•g1'0." Tl111 l',irt.y's t.nchcs ,rnrc ;;umuarizcd: 

CJ> kndcrs hn vo st.re.s.~1·.<l till' fn.ct. t.h1Lt. l:1111 l\forch is not. t.J1e 
b~ nil nnd. cm~ ILll. in it.sl\lf. E,·c.·n(s which sul>s<·.qn<'lltly llow 
!' om tl_10 Mnrch will be of utmost 11nport.1uwc, such 11s follow
mg up m cont,icts now hci1!g mad<; b.)'. CP members working in 
support of tl!c demonstrn~,m~. lTt.Ihz,mg t.hc Murch, t.hc · l'urty 
hns three bns1c gene ml ob1cct.1 vcs: 

(1). Pn!ticipntion by CP 111cmhers throug-h logitinmto 
orgnmzat10ns. 

(2) Attempt to get the Pnrty line into tho hnncls of sym
pa~!JIZcrs and supporters of the Jlfarch through distrihution 
of fhe 1': ~ricer" and P,uty pnmph lets. 

(3} Ut1hze the llfnrch us n st.rppiugstonc for future Party 
~ct1v1t.y t!1rongh contacts now bemg mndo by Pn1ty members 
mvolved m the March. \OO 

T\10 next day tho Domest.ic Int1,1lio-encr Di,·ision sul11nitted to tho 
D1rcc~or" G7-pnge Rrief d_etnili_ng Li~e CPUSA's eff01t.s t.o exploit tho 
Amer1~un Negro, nnd findmg v,rt.unlly no successes in the.se efforts. A 
synopsis observed : 

(1). "Tho 10 million Negroes in tho United Stut.cs t.odny 
const.,tut~ the lnrgcst nnd n~ost import.mt. racinl t.nrgct. of t he 
Co~mumst Party, U~A. Smee llHO, communist lcade1·s luwe . 
dov1scd countless tuct1cs 1md progrnms ,lcsigncd to p,•.nct rato 
n~d con~,rol Negm popul_uti?,11-" Tho "colossal efforts" focusi,<l 
a1ound e.qual opportumty, nnd cffo1ts wcrsprescntly boing 

;; l\femornnduru from Director, }"BI to SpC'cJal Agt'nt~ In Chnr~t- 7/HV6.1 p 2 
p. 

1

l-Memornndum from 1rrc<lcrlck Dnum:;nrdn<"r to ,vnlinm R~illivm~. $/22;(13; 

wn n_,imngnr<lr.lCr ~tem~rnndum, 8/22/(13, p. 1. 'l"he rr.)lort notl"«l thnt AthlHer A 
s <"l ltlcnl or lhP. I nrt.\' H rol(• In t1w clvll rl~ht~ 111m·,•111r-11t. nrnl thut ht• hntl i:;1nitl 

D
lw tlll~l 11~,1: <"ont-tlder hlmi,wlf u111h.•1· I.ht· coutrol or t. llc Pnrt.y in 1111:1 tlc.•nliu~H ,~Uh 

r. \. nc. 
1°' nnum~nr<lner mcmornnclum, H/22/UH, 11. 2. 

111
' 1\INnonuulum from DlrC'ct.or. trn( to Attorney ~~enernl , 8/2/0.:t l 

~· ,~~t.!:':'r.:f~ ..... - ~ .. 't"l'"<~~!· .. ,..r..~ :.,<'·1·.~ \pi'c{'.?v~~~~~ 4!\1:tr" "'~t;"?t .. ~~~t::~~~~r·~~'_jfij<~~1,.;,~~.,.~~.~· M •• ~'~ ~~~~~~ ~~~···~:;:·::1~~~···,r~~~~-.."!-:-·.~·\~~~-=-:!t~.i.0::- ~ !,'!~':'l"'t.· .i::·~~~'~"'"°"'{ ... ~ 
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mn,lc. with "li111it.cd dc"rccs of snccPss" to in{ilt.l'l\tc l~git.im1ttc 
N,• .. 1·0 or"1t11iY.11tions. •ff:1'] !,e,.e i.v no known •u.b•tantial ·itn71u,-
1ne;tuti<>;;, of (,'0111,m.u-ni:'it J>urf.y uim,'i tnul 1wl-icic,'I <t'IIU>'llf/ 

N,·,r1roi,x h1 tlw la/""' jl<!ld." 
(~) "W /,i/e not t/11, -i:11.,bigator mul 1J'l'CHcntly 111wble to din,ct 

or co11,11'ol tho coming Ncgrn August 28 J\fo,-ch on ,vnshing
ton, l>.C., ,·on11nunist o!licinls 111·,, 1da1111i·ng to do nil possil,lo t:o 
11dvnncc communist ni111s in a supporting role." 

(a) "D~.spitc tr~.nrnudons sums of mom,y nnd t.imc spent by 
the Communist 1'1trty, Ut;A, on the Amcric1,n Negl'O during 
the p1LSt 44 yt,itrs, the l'a1·ty lws fail,ul to rem:lt its goal with 
th" Neg1•oca." · 

( 4) "Thero hns b~cn wn 1J/n,ioua failm·e of the 00111111,un:iJtt 
l'm·ty of the Unite</ St,1-/c.v to aj1prc<:it1.b ly -i-njlltraf.e., ;nffoen"e, 
or conf.rol la·rg,, nu.mbe?··• of A·me!-if'/111. Ne!Jroe..v ;,,, tit-rs ccmn
t,y ... Tho Communist 1>11rty m th" next fow years may 
foil <lisnmlly with tho American Neg-1·0 ns it l11lS in the past. 
On the other .Jmnd, it nmy nmke p,-mligions st.ri,\es nil(\ grcnt. 
SHC('l\SS with tho Amcricnn Nl\1-(l'OCS, tot.he set·ions detrimm1t. of 
our 1111t ionnl security. Time nlone will t.{>ll." 11

• 

Willin1n ~ullivun, who tlmn lw11d,•,l tho Dmuestic lnt.dli:.,'1•ncc Divi 
sion of tho I•'Bl, tcst.ified tl111t t.his "Bril'f" 1>1·1•cipit11t~d IL dispute 
l){\twt•tm Dir<>ct.or Hoover 111ul tho Domestic lntdligence Division ove1· 
tho extent of cmnmunist i111lue11ce in lhc civil rights movement, 1111d 
tlmt t.he resulting "intensific11tion" wns pntt of un attempt by the 
I ntelligcncc Di vision to l'Cg'1tin Hoover's ttpprovnl.111 The documentary 
,witlt,n<·o l,t,1tring on the inkrnnl FBI ,\ispnt.e is set forth b,•low, wit.h 
~nllivnn's ,•xpl1111ntio11 of whnt. occ111Tt•tl. ~111liv1111's co111111,•11ts, how
cvc,-, should be considered in light of the intense porso1111I feud t.lmt 
sul.scqnently dcvdopc.d Lt,twccn 1:;ull ivnn nntl Director Hoover, nncl 
which 11lti111ntely led to Sullivan's dismissal from tho Bureau. ,vhile 
Sullivan testified that the intensified investig1ttion of the SCLC WILS 

tho product of Director Hoover's vrnclding the Domestic Intelligence 
Division to conform its evidence to his preconceptions, the documen
tary evidence may also be road as indienting thnt the Domestic Intel
ligence Division was manipulating the Director in a subtle bureau
erntic battle to ~ain approvnl for expanded progrnms. 

Snllivnn testified thnt 11 careful review of the files in prcpnration for 
writing tho "Brief" rcve11led no evi,lcnce of "mnrlcccl or substantial" 
Communist infiltrntion of the movement, iind thnt ho Imel instructed 
his nssistnnt to "stnt.c the fact~ just ns they 11ro" and "then let the 
storm bre1tlc." 112 Sullivnn snicl he had known thnt Hoover would be 
displensed with his conclusions bccnuse Hoover ,v11s convinced the civil 
rights movement w11s strongly influenced by communists. Sullivan's 
prediction wns borno out hy Hoover's observations, scrawled ncross 
tho bott<>m of the nm111or1uul11m: 

This memo reminds me vividly of thoso I received when 
Cnst.ro took ovct· Cn!ut. Yon contended t.hen thnt. Cnstro ttnd 
his coh011s wcro not con11111111ists nnd not. influenced by com-

111 :\(<'11iornn<111111 from f.l'reclerlck Dnmn~nr<lner to Wllllnm Sulllvnn, 8/2S/OS, 
Jl. 1 [EmphnEII~ 1HJdC'll]. 

111 ,vmtnm SulHvnn teHl.lmouy, 11/1/7tS, p. 12. 
"'Snlllvnn, 11/1/76, p. 13. 

·:r ·---"'·'··W,,.~, .. , .. -""""'·""""''~~ .. ,.., •.. " ...... ~"'-''·"' .... ,;.·,.·,,~~;··· ......... "'"' .. ,."' ... ".~~ ... ,,,, ... = .. .,,, .. _,, ................ ...., ..... """·""""''·'""···· 

n1nnists. Time tt.lonc proved you wr011g-. l for one cnn 't iJ!norr 
t.ho memoes . . . re King, A,lvism·s ;\ 1t111l B ... d nl. 
ns h,wing only nn infinitesi11111l i,11',•,·t 011 th,• pfl'orts to ,•xploit 
Urn Am<~ri,·1u1 NPgTo l>y ( lie C01unt11nists. w, 

Sullirnn l'l'Clll!Nl: 

This [111c111om11tl11111] set 111t1 nt. rnl,ls with] loov,•r ... A few 
n,ont.hs went. hy bcfo,-c he wouhl spc1tk to 111c. Everything wns 
conductml by uxcl11L11go of written con111111nie11tions. It wns 
ed,lent thn.t we had to chnnge 0111· w1tys or w,i wo11lcl 1tll lit• 
out on tho st.rcet.'" 

The Director penned snrcnst.ic notes on subsequent mm11or,rn,l1t from 
t.lto Do111estic Intel_ligenco Division. In t.lw m11rgi11 of n rcpo,-t. t hnt 
~ver 100 Commnn1st P111ty members wern plnnning to p1utieip11te 
111 t.ho Mnrch on vV11shington, the Dimctor wrote, "just in{ini tesi
mnl !""' A preliminary report on possible communist inllurnc,• on 
tho Mnrch . noted. that Pa1:ty function11rics wc,-c plea&,d wi th t he 
l\fa!·ch, bohcve~ 1t would 1111p_ress Coni;rcss, llnd t.hat n "1·11lly of 
s11111lar prnp01t.1ons on the subicl't. of aut.01111lt.ion conhl a,lvnncc t.J ,c 
rnuso of soci1tlism in t.f.o tTnit,,d 8tat<1s." J)i,·,•c·t.or Hoovm· 1·e1111,rl«•d 
"[ nssunrn CP functiorm,-y clairns lll"l\ 1tl1 frivolous.""" S111liv11n tcs'. 
tifit'(]: 

thll nmn ~nd I disc;1ssi,d how to get out. of t,-oubl,•. To he in 
trouble with Mr. Hoover wns IL Serious matter. 'I'hcS<•, men we1·e 
frying to buy homes, mo1t.gnges on ho111c.s, children in school. 
Th~y lived m foa.r of get.ting trnnsfcned, losing money on 
t.l1mr homes, f!S they usually ,li,l. In t.hos" ,lays thll 111,u·k,• t 
wns not. so11r111g-, 111H] ehiltl,-en in srhool, so they wnntc,l 
a11otl1er 111c1110,-11nd111n writ.fon to :.,"llt us out. of this t muhl,• we 
were in. I sui,l I wouh\ W(ite the 111emor1uHh1111 this t.inre. Tiu, 
onus nlw1tys falls on the person who wnt~s 11 memornntlmn. 117 

On August ao, Sullivnn wrote his npologetic reply: 

1:'ho_ Dit-ector js correct. ·we were completely wrong nbout 
behe.vmg t.he e.v1dm1ce wits not sufficient to determine some 
yen.rs ago that Fidel Cnstro wus not o. communist or under 
communist influence. On invcstigntin« n.ncl writing nbout 
co?"nnunism n.~d the American Negro, w~ Imel better remember 
tlus and prnht by the lesson it shouhl tench us. 
... Pcrsonnlly, I believe in the light of King's powerful 

demagogic speech yesterday " 8 he stands head nud shoulders 
over o.11 other Negro lenders put together when it comes to 

~~ Bnumgnrdner memornndum, 8/23/63, p. s. 
Sulllvnn, 11/1/76, p. 20. 

113 
Memornnduru from Ji"rederlck Bnnmgnrclner to \VI111nm Sumvitii,· 8/20/0.1, 

p. 1. 
m Memornndum from Frctlcrlck Dnnmgnrdner to \VUllnm ~.11lllvnn, R/20/03, 

p. s. ' 
"'Snlllvnn, 11/l/W, 11. 22. 
111 'l'hc "tlcmn~oi.;-k Hl1t~cc11" wnA Ur, Klni:-'t1 "I have n <lrcn1u" HJ)ecch. "'hrn 

shown this ~utry hy the Commlltet•, Nnlllvnn h•:-11 lflt!tl: 
0

1 do not n1,olo1,,1zc tor tlllA tnctlc. Yon either land to nHr. this tnt·tlc or ron tJld 
not exist. I put in this mcmorumlmu whnt Hoovt•1· wnnf<•d to lwttr. lie Wll ij HO 
tlumu mntl nt UH.'' (Sulllvnu, 11/1/ 75, J>. 2U) 

eo-ou o • 111 - a 
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inflnl'Jlcin(r cri1.•nt, nutsses o-f Negroes. W<., mu!:-lt, 11mrk him now, 
if WP. Im,·~ ~ot (lone so lm-fore; ns t lw. most dnn~<.:rmts ~PJ~ro 
nl' tht1 fub1r1• in !his Nulion from tlw stu1ulpollll. '.>f co111 -
111nni s111 th<1 Nt>"l'O 11ncl rnttionnl security. I 

. i'1Jt, 111nv"ll!· n11r1,itlistic to li111it. ~111-s11lves us ,~·r. rnv_e 
1",; .. ,; ;\oi1i" to ic•gn lisl ic proofs or _ildi111tdy conch1s~ve. l'V'.: 
clc•nc•c•. I hat won lei stnncl II(' in l<'sl 111~ony Ill .'':011,,-t. '.u ht f~, 1. 

('n11 1q·t>ssici'i\ul ('0111 11,;ll',•i•s lh11I lh1• ( 011111111111st / _i,1ty, lT~A, 
tlm•;wi.t•ltl s11hsln11f'inl infhrn1w,, o,·,•r Nt'1,! l'<X'X w Ill' 1 (>IH' 'ay 
c·ouhl h,•,·omc 1li•l'isin•. 

";" ,., • .,r"t.' g1·,•ntlv ~-h11t. the, m,•111orn1Hl11m di,\ no~ mr11.sum 
up lo \\~1nt- tlu•. l>ir,•,·.tor hns It right. t.o IIXlll'.l'l, TOIi\ our 
nnl\lysiH.uu 

Sulli,·nn.ti-st.ili,•rl 1·0111•1•1·ning t.his nwmoritndum: . 
. ITt•n• n(rn.in Wt\ luul tn Hlll,!Ug'C': in ft lot of ~1onsr.nsr which 

"''' ,;ur,;;•.ln•s really <lid nol· hdi1wc in."'" 1•1t.h111· hnd to do 
thut.01· "''' woul,l hi, linislwil."" . 

Tilt' IIH'morniHlun, sl.ntPcl thnt "'l'h<> history ~f t.\1(1 C01111111111ist. ~'1u:l)', 
lT.S.A., is rr.plctc with its ult,•mpts !·o 1·:xp\01t, i_n_fl,lll:i1c11 nnd • r.c1 mt 
t lll' Nt•"ro." A ft~r rending t\11s <'Ill t·y, ~111\1v1tn t.cst.ihul. 

T~rsc n ,.1,. worcls thut nri, very si;nifi_cnnt. to me l>ecansc .I 
know ,Yhnt they mean. V{e lmilcl t.lns tlnng · •; nncl sny n~l tnis 
is a clcnr indication that. t.hr. Pi~rt.y's fovont.e_ target. /s_ · 1~ 
Negro toc\ny. ·when yon nnnlyzll 1t., whnt docs i~ mcnn /lo~, 
often has it.'l,ecn nble to hit. the tnrget? . · .. ,ve did not.< l~"'uss 
thnt because we woulcl hnve to say they d1rl not Jut the tn1.,et, 
hnrdly nt all."' · · . 

In 1111 npparent fnrthcr effort to please the Director, Sulhvn,t r~to!Il· 
S be 1fi rnoa "increased coverage of commmns m-

mendcd, on, cptem 1: '.• · '' ' rl. · t • l ti nt "nil indicntions" 
lht~n,·e on thedN~.gr~.' !lis )2't"t11~:·pn~~,,n~iyi~htPa:tv to exploit rnr.ial 
pomt<'rl townr me, casrng- ,1 e . . t . fl e . t Th . field was to "intensify" coverngi, of commums · m ne_n1 ~::iN:iroe: by givi_ng "f,~illcst- consideration to the use of nil possib '-' 
invest.igative tcchmques. . . . 

Fnrtht•r wc are stressing the urgent need for im:tgmnhve 
1tnd a · ,;rcssive tnctics to be utilized through om· Counh!r
intcll\i~nco l'rngrum-tliesi, cJ<'~;'.inc~ to 1sttmn1?t t? nc;:~rnl
izc or disrupt tho Party's actw1t.rns 111 the Neg10 held. 

Hoover n• ject.ecl this proposal ,vith the rem,nks : . . 
No. 1 can't un<ir.rst.trnrl how you cnn so agilely switch Y:r'd 
t.hinki 11 g nncl ornhrntion . .Just:' fow wee~s ngo ~on cont.en .c _ 
that t.lic Conummisl. infhwnce 111 t.lrn rncml. mo1-cm~nt. WllS m 
•11'<-l'livo 1tnrl infinit.Psimnl. Th1s---not.w1t.hst.11nd111µ; mnny 
:;wm~s of sprcilir. instance.~ of infiltmt.ion; No~Y you ~van.t ~.o 
lo:ul l h,, Fir.I,! ,\own with mor<1 cov,•rngo III spite of ) 0111 ,c,-

u .. :\lt•rnonwthnu rrolll \\'illinm ~ulllvnu to Atnn Ht'lmonl . 8/~0/ti:l, J). 1. 
12 .. 8u1ti\·1111. 11/l/7ri, 11. :\O. J 
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cent. 111,·1110 cl,•.p1·,•.cint.ing- C.P. inlluenco in rncinl movr.mc111.t.. I 
don't int.curl t.o wnstc t.imo nm\ money unt.il yon mn make up 
your minds wlmt. t.lrn sit.1111t.io11 n•nlly is."' 

Sullivnn tost.ilied thnt ho hnd inl:erprctcd Hoover's note. to menu t.lmt 
tho Direct.or wns: 

o~g-ing us on, to co1110 buck nm! sny, "i\fr. Hoover, yon nm 
nµ;ht., wo nro \\Tong-. There is comnnmist infiltmt.ion of tlm 
Anu•ri,·nn N<>gl'<l. \Vll t.hink m, shoni<I go nliencl mul cnrry on 
nn intensified prog1.·,un ngninst. it.." He l<nl'-W wlwn ho wrote 
this, ho know pn,cisely whnl'. kine\ of rnply he wns g-oing- to 
gct..12., 

Sullintn rnspon,kcl in 11 11wn1ornnch1111 to t.hll Dl'.puty Associnto 
Diredor, A lnn Bdmont.: 

On rch1rni11µ; from ti few <lnys Jp.nv<1 T lmvc h11cn n,h·isc,! 
of tho Director's cont.inned rlissnt-isfu!'t.ion wit.h the nmnner 
in which wo (>l'l\l'lll'<'.C\ ti Brief on [comnmnist. inllnencc in 
rnci,d mntfors I nrnl s11hscq11e11t mcmornncln on t.lu, s11111,, s11b
j11ct, 111nt.lN·. This sit.1111t.ion is very distlll'hing to t.hoso of us in 
t.ho Domestic. lnl.ellil-(<'-IICC Division nnd wr. cert.ninly wnnt. to 
do evcryt.hing- possible to corred. our shorteomings ... . The 
Direct.or indicated he would not. npprove our Inst SAC letter 
nnt.il !-hero wns n clnrifirntion nnd n meeting of mincls rclut.ive 
to thll question of the extent of communist influence over 
Negroes and their.leaders .... 

As wo know, facts by themselves a.re not too meaning-fol, 
for they aro somewhat like stones tossed in a hcn.p as con
trasted t.o the snme st.ones pnt. in the form of ti souncl edifice. 
It is obvious that we did . not 1rnt the 7n-opcr inte,·pretation 
upon the facts which we gQ;ve to the Director. [Emphasis 
n<lded.] · 

As previously stated, we arc in complete agreement wit.h 
the Director tha.t communist influence is being exclicd on 
Mart.in Luther King, Jr., and that King is t.he strongest of 
tho Negro leaders . .. [w]e reg-nrcl Mart.in Luther King t.o 
be the most dangerous nnd effective Negro lender in the 
country. · 

May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expected of us in the nren of Communist-Negro 
relntions is a subject of ver.v deep conre.rn to us in the Domes
tic Intelligenco Division. We 1irn disturbed hv this nnd ought 
to be. I want him to know t.hnt. we will do everything- Urnt. is 
humanly possible to develop all facts nntionwido relntive to 

m DlrcC'tor Jioovpr's note on nn11mgurrl11t'r memornn<lnm, fl/10/03. p. 2. llooYPr 
commented on the t.rnni:.mit.tnl slip: · 

"I httn! c:ertnluly hl~t·n mli-:lcd hy pn•vlom.i memoH which clc>nrly ~hnwr(l ,•om
munl~t. 1><•n('trntlou or the rnclnl movenl<'nt. The uttnched 18 routnulh:tory n! nll 
that. We nrc wnstln,: mnnpowr.r nml IHOIH.\\' tnv(•stl~ntlng CP effort In rudul 
mntt.('r If fht• ntl'.nt'lwd IH corn•ct.. (Mt•mm·n1ulum fr()m Clyde 'l'obwn to t1u\ Dlr('{'o 
lor, 0/18/0.1. ) 

m SulliYnn, 11/1/75, J>. 46. 

i:1 ~ullinrn tN;tiniony , 11/1/7ft, p. 41. . l to Willimn Sulliynn, H/tci/6.1. L 
.•. . ~ •. n.-f,.'.~~~"="""'(:C:-r.~""'~" ... :,.. ... ~ ""'' ....... ('Y.~~ -~~~~~~1:!":11.'\B,~ ,... .. ~~~n1~~~~~~ .. ,~~~~'l?.~$,'1.~~~.~~-'l:'~e~r..~~~'~:~f::.-~~~.:t~~~,:-t'.":' :::,~,.;;,1.·.1J.-~·1;~ ..... ~r;;.:~1':'1',:!:'.r.:1~~;r..-,;\~ ....... ! 
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:J··;,,i•c. 'w• 

"' . :· .[ ,,,.,~ llO 111 .~ _,' "' ~~ '},·;- . 
,~, ;_:,;,r,, ·· ··· "/;,\· cor~munist _ren.etrntion nnd influence ovcw Negro lenders nnd : onr Conntcrintcllig-c•ncc Prngrnm for till' purposc of nttempt· 

{ ! . . thctr orgatuznt1ons.1
=a i_ng to ueutralizt• or '1.lisrupt tlw 1•al'ty's n('tivitics in tht• Nr:,rro 

', ·· , 8111,1/v!m .n•s11l11nit.t.c•1l his propos1•1l intensifiC'ntion inst.rnct ions to tho ~';le), B\•r,rnse of _tl.H• B11)·c•nn's l'l'~por1sihility for t in11•ly clis-

1 
lll'ld, I hrn t.m11i lho J)Jl'cdor ttgrel'd, scmrn,.,tion of pc, t.mc•r!t· ll\fo.r11111t.1on to t.h11 Dc,p11rt.1111•nt nnd 

'l'lrn inknsificntion wns pnt int.o effect by ,m SAC ll't.t.cr dttti•,l Oct.o- other mtm·esfod agencies, it. 1.s mom lhnn cv,•r _rwc,•ssnry that. 
, bor 1, l!lG:l, which · contaim•.11 t.]u, 11s111tl 11llnsim1 to 111\ll'orts" ttnd "nt- nll focllt.s of t.l11s m11t.te1· r·c<'.l'.IVO prnmpt lmndhng."" 
J tempts" by' t.)1e Co_mmnni.st P1irt.y to influence tho civil rights move- Tho ins~ruction to use "nll possible investigative tt,chniqm,s" nppenrs 1 ment, !mt wluch s1utl notlnng about t.he absence of results: to hnvo chctntod the intcnsification of t.hc COMINFIL mvesti"itt.ion 
· The history of the Communist Pnrty, U S A (CPUSA}, is ofth~SCLC. . . . " 

rcpfoto with its 11tle1n7,ta f.o cx7,loit, i71:fi·ue11Ce and recruit This wns consistent with Snlhvan's nss111·anc1• to l>irector Hoover nt 
t.ho ~"(,\TO. The Mttrch on 'Washington, August 2~, 1963, '':"ns t.ho .~ncl of September thnt "we ~nll <_lo c•vcrything thnt is hnnrnnly 
a strrkmg l'.x,unplc 11.s P,u·t.y le:ulcrs mirly pnt mt.o motion possible _to devc)op all forts ntthonw11lo rc•lnt1\'c, t.o tlw Communist 
i!lforf..v to 1tc<•ruo gains fort.he CPUSA from tho J\farch, Tho 1mp,ct.mhon IUl~l mflu:;!•c<•. oyei· ~cgro lea,lc,rs and t.hcir ot·gnnizntions." 
presence at the March of 1trot111d 200 Pnrty mcmbcrs, .mnging lho cn:,plms1s on l)ll!llollll~hvo amt aggl'l,ssirn tart.k-s" to disl'llpt 

.. ;'{, from sovcrnl nntiomtl functionaril's headed by CPUSA Gen-· Communist Pnrt.y n.ct1v1t1es 111 the Negro field nppcnrs to lrnvc in-
ernl Secreto.ry Gns Hnll to many r1mk-and-filc members, is volved n,! expansion of the _COINTELPRO operntion ulr,•,Hly nnder-· .. · 
drnr indicnt.ion of the Piirty's favorite target (the Negro) ,yay ngnrnst t.1;.ci ronmmmst Pa:ty. In_ l!J5H, the Bnriinu hncl ini-
today. t10.tcd 1L. COIN fl•,LPUO opem.t.,on ngnmst the Communist Pnrty 

Alt indicntions nrc th,it. the Mnrrh was not tlll' "encl of the, USA, with !·lJo goal of "feeding nnd fostering" intemal friction withi1; 
line" and thnt thc Pnrty will .vtc71 1,7, it• ejfo,·ts to exploit tho Pnrt_y. 1 hr. prog_r3:m wns soon cx\nuitlcd to include "pr'Cvt•nting 
rnci1tl unrest nnd in every possible wny claim credit for it.s'clf commnrns~ froin. se.izmg C'ont.rol of . 1•g1timnfo rn1L'>S orl!n11iznt.ions, 
relating to ,my "l!nins" 1whiovcd by tlu, Negro, A clenr-cut mid· : · ~1Scrt,d1tmg ot.lwrs who [11.rc,J sc•crl'.tly opcrnting insi<fo snd, 
indicntion of the I'nrty's desig'Tls isTcvcaled in secret informn- orgnmz!1t1ons.•:"' Tim OC't.ober 1, 106a "intensification" inst.nrcl.ion 
tion obtnined from ,i most. sensitive source thnt the Party emJ?hn~1zetl t)ns 13:tter objective of disruption .''" 
plnns to hold n highly secretive foiu!ership meeting in Novem- 'lho rntc!1sdico.t1on order nppe11.rs to hnve been more ,1. product of 
bcr, 1963, which will drnl primarily with the Negro sit.untion, preconcl'ptlons 3:nd burenucmtic squabbles wit.hin the FBI t.hnn n 
Tho 1'11.rty hns closely g1mrdecl pla-n.v for Gus Hnll to under- r·c;1ponso to_ genmno concerns bnscd on hard evidence t.hn.t communists 
tnko u "hi,rnstorming" trip through key nrens of thc country rmght hi: mfluencing the civil 1·ights movement. Bernusc, ])inwtor 
to meet Po.rty people und thns bct.tl'l' prepnm himself for tho l!oovm· 1s dcci,nscd, tl,c. Committee wns nhle to · obt.nin onlv one 

. November meeting, , s1~fo. o_f the stor_'(. Sullivan's version depict~ tlte Domestic Intelligence 
In order for the Ilurenu to cope with the Pnrty's efforts D1v1S10!1 executm1o nn abont-fnco after Director Hoovi,r l'l'jce.tNl its 

nnd thus fulfill our responsibilities in the security field, it is conclus(on thnt i:nd~nee ~i~ not indirntc sil,(nifirnnt communist infln-
necessnry thnt went once intensify our coverage of communist once, remterpretmg ,ts or1g11111! datn to l'ench C{)nclns ions the Director 
influence on the Negro. Fullest ronsidcrntion should be given wnnted to h~nr, and then bnsing its recommendations for action on the 
to tl.1e u~e of all possible investigntive tecl~niques in the in- 1~ew "nnnlvs1s." Ho":e\'er, th~ mrmor:ir~d:t co11~d also ~uppmt 11. contcn-
vest1gat1on of the CP-USA, those rommmust front.5 through f.1011 thut the Domestic Int.elhgcnce D1v1s1011 misled Dm•ct.or Hoover in 
which the Pnrty clumnels it.s inlluc,nce, nncl thc mnny incliv i,1- order to m1tneuvm· him into snpport.ing expnndl'cl clomesti,•. intc•llig,mce 
ual Pnrty members nnd dupes. '!'here is nlso 11n urgent need progmrns. ·· 
for imaginntive nnd aggressive t.nc.tics to be utilizen through 

"'Memornmlum from Willi nm Sullh·nn to Alnn Relrnont, 0/25/03, p. 1. Snlllvnn 
nnmccl the "chnnglng sltuntlo11 tu the Communist Party-Negro relnt.lons nren" nR 
the reason for n niore Intense tnvesttgntlon ot communist tnflmmce In rnclul 
mnttere: 

unnrlng- the pnHt two wePkH In pnrtlculn r there hnve hren shnrp Btepped-np 
nctlvltlPH on t.he pnrt of commnutst offi<:lul~ to tnflltrnte nnd to domlnnte Negro 
d(•\'t'lOJmwntR In thlH connt.ry. J,"urt1lt'r, tlwy nre t11Peth1g with Hl1 CCC!-!8e!i.'~ 

A revl<'W of the Ilur<inn fiJeH for the month prior tu Sulllvnn'H m1:1morn11d11m 
re\'enlR 110 lncrent.e In CPUSA nctlvlty or nny Nncc,•Ha on lt.s pnrt. 'l"l1c only rele· 
vnnt. 1•ntrlt1~ hullcnte: 

f 1 l At n 11\t•t.'tln,: nn August :10, lc•ndlng Pnrty ftmctlonnrll"~ h~rme«l tlie 
~lurch on ,vushln,::tn11 ll 11:1uccc:,.i~/ uud lllscnsse1l whnt ndlo11 to tnlcc to ncl\'nnce 
<'lvll rights h~glHlnt.lon. Demou~trntlon8 wPre dli-.cnHHed. hnt none were 11lu11 11c11. 
(Memornntlmn from Director, Jl'HI, to Atton1ey Gcnernl, 0/!i/63). 

(2) 011 AnguHt SO. Advhu~r n wn!'t ohH<•n·ed s11encl lng nn hour In the hulltllng 
homdn,: the New York SCLC officc!i. (Memorandum from Director, FBI to Attor
nc>y Gcncrnl, 0/G/OS) . 

IV, }:UiCTHONIC SUl!VEil,I.ANCE OF llll. MAl!TIN LUTHER JUNO ANO Tilt: 

SOUTllRltN CllltISTfAN l,RAmmsntP f'O:-iFtmt-:sc•~ 

Introduction and Surwmary 

In October 1963, .i\tt<;>rney ?enernl _Robe1t Kennedy npproved nn 
FBI request for perm1ss1on to mstnll w1rl'tnps on phon·cs.in Dr. King-'s 

m Director, FBI to SAC, 10/1/(l.1. [Ernphnsls n<ld1•1I. J 
121 '.rho history or COJN'l1F.LPH.O-I•,RI'1i cou11t.erl11h•lllgencrl oJH.~rnttonn to dl~

rupt vurlom; clomrstlc dl!-1.Hlcleut gnm1>t1-I~ iJlHcttsNl'd In n Rl'J)nrntt• Htnrr f'C'port. 
Adviser ll hnd heen tJ1e tnr,:et ot onr. ,mch COTN'rF.T,PHO 011c-rntlon In 1002 wht"n 
the nnrenu utteuq,tetl to gcmcnitc u i,;c-rll"N or ncwi,;1m1K•r nrtlcl~ de:-il1,,.~1ct1' to <'X
J)o~~ hi~ nllrge<l l'nrt.\' hnclcgrouncl . 8cc pp. O!'i-00. 

1 ,.The use of COIN'rJ,lf..,l'RO technlfJUCS to discredit Dr. King le dtscn~~<'d In 
the ensuing chapters. 
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hom" arnl in t.lic ~CLC's Nc,w York nnd Atlnntn offict'.S t-0 ,k,tt'.l'll1i11l, 
lit" "xtnnt., if nny, of "cm111111111ist. i11fl1rnnco int.he rncinl sit.11at.io11." The 
]•'Ill ,·011sfnH·-<I t.his 1111t-.l1ori;mt.ion l.o C1Xt.m1d to l>r. King-'s hof0.l rooms 
1,11d I he ho11H, of 1L [1·i,•1ul. No fu1·~.h,•1· 1111!.horiznt.im, wnH sn11:rl1t. 1111t.il 
111icl-1!11ia, nfler Attol'IH,_y Gcmi,rn.l KMzc,ithnch 1w[11ired t.lm 1•'111 for 
(.h11 firs( . t imt'. to sc•1•k t'<'lll'Wt•cl n.11!.hori?.11.l.ion for nl 0.xisting- wirC't.nps. 
Tlin ll'in,tn.ps on J.>r. Ki11g-'s hnnu, \\'<'I'll ll[lptu·c•.111.ly t,•r1ui1111-li,,J n.l; t.!11Lt, 
t.i11ll• hy--AUortH•._y ""'""'"' Knf·.z.,nlmr.h; I.Ju, HCLC win,t.iq,s wc•1·c 
lm·111i11nt<•cl hy" Att.m'IH'.Y G<'twrnl H1u11sny Cl1trk in ·,lune HW<i. 

1 n D,•.c,•.ml><,r, l!)(i:1-t hmi, months n n., .. r At.tomey Gmwrnl Kmmody 
npprnv"cl t.ho win,t.:ips--t.lw Fill, wit.hout. informin~ t.h!I Attorney 
( i,•1w1·11 I, vl11111m,l 1111cl i111ph·11H•nl1•cl 1L s,•cn,t, 1•.fl'c11t to disi·t·llclit. Dr. Ki11g-
1L11d to "111•ntmliw" hi111 ns I-Ill, h•1Lcl1•.r of t.lm civil rikht.s rnnve111mit. 
011<1 of the lirst. st.c•p.s in (.his c,Jl'ort·. involvt•.<I hi,ling- microphonns in 
Dr. h':iug's hotd roo111s. Thosl' 111icrnphmu•s were inshdbl withnt!t. 
Alt.ornl',\' n,•uc,rnl Kr1111rcly's prior 1u1thori1,nt.ion or suhsequcmt 11ot.i
fi<'ntio11, ,wither of whi .. h wc•rc, rc,q11i1wl 11nclc,r pr11cticcs th~n ct11-rt•11t. 
Tho FIil ,·011t.in11<•1l lo pince• micrnphmws in ])r. King's hot<>! rooms 
until Novemher l!Hi/i. At.to1·111\Y Um1cml K11tzcnbnch wns 1tpp11rcmt.ly 
not.ifi,,,I imnwdi1tt.c,Jy nfter (,Ill' fact. of thc plncernm,t of t.hree micrn
ph011l'S bdwccn May 1111(] Nnvem1Jer ln65. It is not clear why the FBI 
sloppi,d its micrnphon~. surv~.illnncc of Dr. King, 1dthough its decision 
mny have bt•en rclat.ecl to concern nbout public exposur<', during t.he 
Long Commit.tec's investi;!lltion of cfoct.ronic s11rvC1illance. 

Tliis chapter exnmiJ1cs thc legal hnsis for the wirotnps and micro
phoncs, tho evidence surrounding the motives for their us(,, llnd the 
degree to which .Justice Dep1ut111cmt and 1Vhitc House officials were 
n.warc of the FBI's electronic surveillance of Dr. King. 

A. Legal. Stanr/a.1'da Oo1•ern.ing the FBl'a Duty to !nfo,-,n the Justice 
Oe71a.rt11U!nt of lVfreta.ps and Microphones During the Period of 
the lil artin L1tther King /111vestigation 

The FBI's use of wiretaps n.nd microphoncs to follow Dr. King's 
activiti~.s must. ho exnm ined in light. of thc accept.eel lel!,'1Ll standn.rds 
and prnct.ices of tho time. Before J\forch 1965, the FUI fo1lowcd differ
ent. procedures for tho authorization of wiretnps nnd microphones. 
Wiretaps required thll n.pproval of the Attorney Gencrn.l in ndv:mce. 
However, once the Attorney Genernl lrnd n.uthorize.d t.he FBI to initi
ate wiretap coverngo of a subjcct, the Bureau generally cont.inned the 
wiret.lLp for as long ns it jncl~ed necessary. As former Attorney Genornl 
Knt.zenbuch testified ; 

The custom was not to put a time limit on ·n tap, or any wiretap 
authorization. Indeed, I think the Bureau would have felt 
free in 106!\ to put a tap on n phone nnthorizecl by Attorney 
Grnernl ,Jackson beforn 1Vorld 1Vnr II.130 

In "nntio111tl security" cn.ses, the FBI wns frec to carry ont. 111,icro-
7,lwm' snrvr.illn.nct•s witlto11t first s""kin1! t.11" 1t}lp1·0,•n.l oft.ho Attomoy 
<lrncrnl or info1,ning- him affonmrcl. Thr. H111·r11n 1q1pn.rcnt.ly derived 
1111tl1orit.y for it~ mi,·rnplionc, JH'tll'!.ic,• from 11. l!)r,,i nwmo1·11.11cl11m sent. 
hr .\11oi·1H·.v nr.111·rnl llrow11,•l1 to Di,wtor Hoow.r. st1Lt ing-: 

t 
I 

I 
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v .~~ is clc_n.\lhnt in some _insl.nnc~s t.hc, uso of microphono snr? n.ncc IS . 10 only J>oss1hlo wily to nncornrin" thc nctivities 
. ~on~SJionngJ \'g~nts, po:;sibl<1 Sllhot."u rs, nnd s~1hv<,rni vo por
int~;, .. 11 ~nr 1. msl,iuic<•H ~ nm oft.ho opinion t.h1Lt. t.lm nnt.ionnl 
ti , F,st.

1
.1c.,1

1
111
1

11's t.hn.t. nuc1·opho110 surv<•illn.nco he nt.ilizcd hy 
10 -'<1<em lnn•n.nofl1 .•. ,· t· •1•1· , Jimitod . . l\(.S ig-,~ ,l(lJl, llS USO ll<!t~d not Im 

J•'BJ I to tl(O do".t1lop11u•.11t. of twHltmc<, for prosccul·.ion Tho 
scmu··I"s ,u\:U~<;lh1-,'<H1cn fn1_1cl"io11 in comw,·tion wit.h iut:crnnl 
• . • I ~ lllll CflS C<Jnnlly ILS llllj>Ol"l.flllt llS !.ho clut.y of dtwr.lop
lllg- oy1 once .·or }>l"<'sm1t.nt.io11 t.o t.ho courts ,tnd ·t.ho unti~nnl 
!~~.~'.~1\·r.u:;:~~~r'.!;

1 
t.hllt. lhe FIIT h11 1th!~. t.o use microphono · 

Tl , l) : · . ' · 10 Jlmp~r <I 1s .. hn rg-t1 of bot.h such fund.ions. 
u. ·i°p,u l-111<.ut. of ,Just ll'l\ npp1·nv1,s t.lw use of n1icrnpho11<1 

:;::::"' l111.w1'_1,>.Y th(I l<'BT undnr t.h<•St, ci1·,,.n;nst.n.11ces ·nnd for 
.' so _l)\11Jll(S!$, . : • T l"l'a•o:.,riuzn -t.hnt. for (.ho ],'fl [ to fnllill it.s 
unp~!tant, 111folltg<1!1c11 fund.ion, c·.011sidcw11t.io11s of int.ernnl 
secm1t.y n.n<l t.hon11L1on1tl snfc>t.y nm pnmmount. nncl thc•rrforo 
1t1_my c

1
''?111 P01 t.hC11111mst.rict.,•cl IISCI oft.his t<,clmiquo'i;1 th~ llll~ 

1011:t 1ntorcst. '" 

t-0 ~!: ·rtst.!cc, D{p1utm~nt was on notic·,• t.hn.t. t.he FBI's pmcti,·e was 

Di~~ct~r ~I~~~!~_.1::~\~'~~
1
\~

1
y
1
t !;t !n fo1G·m ing_tl

1
H1

1
,T us tier. D<;f>a rtment. 

1961; · 0• ncy ,ene, a kyon 1\Th,t.c 111 !If ny 

in th~ internal security field wo n.rc utilizin mici-o · hone 
surv011lanccs.on !" restricte~ basis even though t~e.spn.ss fu nec
essary to assist m uncover.mg tho activity ·of Soviet intelli
gef1ct ag~!1ts jnd Comm'!n1st Party lenders ... . In the int.er-r d na ionn ?afety, ~Jcrophone survoillnnces aro also uti-
. ize on a !e.str1c~ed basis, oven though trespass is nccessar 
m uncovermg mnior criminal activities.'" Y, 

mi!~o;h~:~
11
!1d~m by. Cdurt!1ey Evans indicates that he discussed 

July 1961; m orgn.mze crime cases" with the Attorney General in 

It '.vas P~inted out to the Attorncy General that we had tn.kon 
ac~ion] with rcgtLrd to the use of microphones in [ orgniiizecl 

. C]tlO t cases anhd • • • _we Were nevertheless utilizing them in 
a ms a.n_ccs w er~ tins. was tcchnicnlly feasible and where 
v:alunhlo mfor~9:t10~ nught ho expected. Tho strong ob· cc
tJ?n~ to tho ut1h~at1on of telephono tu ps ns contrasted to 
::;,~1~~ptm10 sm·v~1llances wns strosscd. Tho Attomey General 
b t . et rdcogmz~d tho reasons why tolephono taps should 
w:r: r1c ;e to !1at10n.nl-defense-typo cases n.nd he was ploased 

d boon usmg microphone surveilln.nces, whore these ob------
111 Memorandum from · th · · · 

phone Survelllnnce" G/20 g4 A~<>rney Genornl to the Director, ll"flI, "Mlcro
thorlzlng "11nrc~t.r1c'tr.d 11,_r.(, oi 1111 ~.t.;r!;r.v f enr.rnl Rrowncll'A memornnOmn nn. 
wns: r>rompted by t.h S . C .1 >1 tone. Anrv<•Hlnncc Jn nntiounl flrcurlty cn""s 
(lflBt), In ,~·llfch th: f"!~~~~~:no~~rt1s dcc~flon Jn Irv~·~io v. Oall/on1fa, 317 U.S. 128 
t>h;1:u~ In n crlmlnnl Fltt~prd'A ht'ilr~~1~~t~ ohnnx:lous t.hl" lm,tullnt.1011 of n mtrro .. 

. t'i/4/!tmornnduw from Director, 1rnr, to Deputy Attorney General 11,ron White, 
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jections do not 1ipply, wherever possiblo in orgnnizt•.cl crimo 
1nn.ttcrs. ,3a 

The .Just.ice Dr.pn1t.11wnt liiter s11111mnrizc1l this prnctico in tt brief to 
tho S11prm11t1 Court.: 

Under Depnrtnmntnl prnct.ice in offcct for n P-criod of ycttrs 
prior lo lOCi:I, tind continuing into 1UG5, tho .Director of the 
Federal B11m1iu of Investigation wns given nuthority to tip
provo tho instnllntion of devices such ,is [microphones] for 
mtolligenco (but not ovidenti11ry) purposes when required 
in tho int.crest of int,m111l security or mitionnl snfety, includ
ing or~1uiizcd crime, kidnnppings, or mntters whoroln lmmnn 
lifii might bo 11t stnke."' 

On Mnrch 30, l!JG5, nt tho 1frgi11g of Attorney Gonernl Kntzenbnch, 
tho FRI adopted n uniform pl'Occduro for submitting both wiretnps 
nnd microphones to tho Attorn<'y Gcnernl for his nppl'Ovnl ;prior to in
sttillation. Director Hoover described the new procedures m n momo
mndum to the Attorney Genern.l : 

In lino with your suggest.ion this morning, I hnvo 11lrondy 
sot up tho proccdnm simil,u· to r<'.qncst.ing of 1111thorit.y for 
phone t:nps to be utili~e<I in rrquest.ing nnthority for th11 plnco
mont of microphones. In ot.lier words, I sl1111l forwn1·cl to you 
from I imo t.o timo recin1,sls for. 1u1thorit.y t.o inst.1111 micrn
phoncs whero deemed m1pcmtivo for your considemtion nnd 
npprovnl or dis11pprovnl. Furth1mnore, I linvo instructed 
thnt, where you hnvo npprovecl either n phone tnp or the 
instnllnt.ion of n mic1·ophonc, you will ho ndviscd when such 
is cliscnnt.inm•d if in ll'~s t.hnn six mont.hs 111111, if not. clisco11t.i11-
11ccl in Jcs.q tl11m six mont.hs, t.lutt.,. now r1,q11cst Im submitted 
by me to you for cxtonsion of the tdcphono tnp or micro11onc 

. instnll11tion.10• 

One w~.ek lnter Knt.zenbnch sont t.o tho White House n roposed 
President in I directive to nil Federnl ngencies on electronic s11~cilln11ce. 
This directive, formn.lly issued by President ,Johnson 9ri ,June 30, 
1965, forbnile the nonconsensual inlercep ·onoTtclephone communica
tions by Federal personnel, "except in onnection with invcstigntions 
related to the nationnl security" nnd then only nfter obtnining the 
written npprov11l of the Attorney G .nernl. Tho directive wns 1<'.SS 
precise concerning microphone survoi lnnce : 

Utiliztttion of nwchnnicttl or elcdronic devices to overhcnr 
nont<'fophono conversnt.ions is 1m even more difficult problem, 

"'Memornndum from Courtney Evans to Alon Belmont, July 7, 1061. A Burenu 
memornmlnm hy Director Hoover several y'enri,; Inter stnteA tho.t Evnus sul>sc
(Jtu:mtly gnve then Scnntor Rnhcrt Kennedy n letter, tinted ]'chrunry 17, 1!)00, 
F.tntlnJ: thnt Rvnns hnd never cllscm: .. •,aid the uRe ot mlerophoncs with I<cnnetly nntl 
thnt J1]vn11R "<1Icl not know 01' n11y written mnterlnl that wns ~ent to yon (Kcn
nctly)" concerning microphone H1trvc~i11n11<'<'~- The- letter from Evnns to J{eunedy 
wnH re1enscc.1 to the prcl'u;i. Dlrcctor Hoover condnde<l tn hls mcmornmlum report· 
lug t.hl!i lncldr.nt thnt In view or f.~\·nn9 <ldl~r<•gnr<l tor the truth nml dupllclty 
townrd the l1"lll, lie Hhonhl not be contncte<l without. 1>rlor nurcuu approvnl." 
(Memornntlnm, .T. ]Cd~nr Hoover, Re: Courtney A. Evans, Per9on Not '£0 De 
Contnctccl, December 15, IOOU.) 

111 lllnd,-: v. Unitc1I ,'Uatc1t 38!'i U.8. 26 (l!lHO). 
ua Memorandum from Director, }i'llI to Attorney Gcnernl, 8/80/05, p. 2. 

w)1icl~ rnis~s snhstn11t;i11l 1111<1 1111mq0Jvc1l «Jnestions of co11-
?t1tut101111\ ml.crpret.ntton. 1 dcsim th:ct. e11ch 1tgcncy concl11ct.-
111g snch .111vrst.tgnt1011s consult. wit.h t.h1•. Al.t.or1wy G,•.tHmtl 
to.ns<"nt,un wlwthor t!111 ng1•11cy'H pmd ic,•s 1u·11 fully in uccor,I 
,nth tho liiw mu! wit.It tt decent. r,,g,trrl for t.l1t• righLq of 
othors.1'° · 

B. Wfretap S1wveiltance of Di·. Ki11g and the Sl'Ll': October 196.1-
June 1966 

On September 6, 19G:l, Assistnnt Director Willinm Snllivnn first 
1·ecommcnclcd t.o Director Hoover thnt the FBI inst.1.JI wirct11ps on Dr. 
King's homo n111l t.ho oflic<'-s of tlrn Sonthem Christi,m Lrntclcrship Con
forcnco.'". Sullivnn'H rcco111mcnclittio11 wits nppnrnnt.l{ p111·t of 1111 nt
t,,mpt. to 1111prov11 the Domestic Jn1·elligc11cc Divisions sl.nnding wit.h 
the Director hy convincin1, him that S11llivun's Division wns concerned 
ubont nlleged communist mtluenco on the civil ri,,ht.s movement nnd 
th!(t tho Division intenclecl, ns Sullivan snbsecpt~ntly informed the 
Director, to "clo ovcrything th11t is lnunanly possible" in cornluct.itw its 
invcsti•rl\tion.1:s& ,.., 

S111liv!m's_reco111111cn1!tttion wns vicwml wit,h scr.pt.icism by t.hc FBI 
lr.11clorsl11p smce At.t.omey Oo111mtl K1•.111w,ly lrnd mj,,cteil 1t si 111ili(r 
propos,tl two 1110nths rntrlim·. Associate Dinwlor Clyde TolHon nolllil 
!>ll Urn 1_1um101·~1.1ul111u cont.1ii11i1)~ H11lliv1tn's proposnl: ''I S(.'l~ no point 
Ill 11111k111g tins rnco111111e111!11t10n to 11,o At.t-0rncy Gcneml iu view 
of tho fnct. thnt ho tu med down tt si111il111· rcco111111cndn.tion on Tuly 2<> 
l!J63." " 0 Director Hoover scrnwled below Tolson's note: ' "I wili 
n.pprovo t.honp;h I ttm <lizzy over vncill11t.io11 11s to infhwnco of 
Cl'!TSA." HO 

In lt\to S,•plmnlmr 1%il t.h1, F)l! co1111t!c1ml tt Hun·oy nnd con..Iuilml 
thut Wt rct.11p coverngo of Dr. JC11w's rcs1cl,•ncc nnd of the N cw York 
~~LC ,?flico.conld ho imrlemcnt{•d"withont ,l<•tcct.ion.111 On Octob1•.r 7, 
c1t111g posstblo comm11n1st influcnro in the rnci1tl situation " Hoover 
r1;questcd the Attorney Gencrnl's permission for a wiretap "dn King at 
his current address or at nny future nddrcss to which he m11y move" 
nnd "on the SCLC office at the current New York nddress or to nny 
other t1;ddress to which it may be moved." "' Attorney Genernl Ken
nedy signed the request on October 10 .n.ncl, on October 21, nlso ap
proved the FBI request for covemge of the SCLC's Atlantn officr.><' . 

'l'wo memornn~a by Courtney Evnns indicnte that the·Attorney Gen
ernl wns uncertnm nbout the advisability of the wiretaps. On Octo
ber 10, the Attomey Genernl summoned Evnns to discuss the FBl's 
request fot· tho wiretnps on Dr. King's home telephone ,md the New 
York SCLC telephones. Evans wrote: 

;; Lyndon B. Johnson, Presldentlnl Directive, 0/30/65. 
111 

l\Iemornudnm from Jnme~ l11nnd to \Vllllnm Sulllvnn, O/Ojfl.'l. · 
Mcmor1111dnm from \Vl1llam Sulllvnn to Alnn n,•.lmout, 0/2!:i/03, p. 5. The 

dlH(lllte l>etw<'en Snllh"an 11ml Hoo,·t•r, nncl tlw J11t.P11slflcntlo11 which tl<.•vt-lOJl<'d 
from It, ure descr1b<~I J)[>. 10-1 et. s('q. · .. 

:: Memornndum from Jnmes ~1nml to "'llllnm Snlllvnn, 10/4/63, nttnc1uncnt. 
D1nud mcmorn.n<lum, 10/4/0a, nttnchnu•nt 

::: lllnucl tncmormuhun, 10/.J/03, p. l. · · 
Mcmonmdum from J. Edgar Hoover to Attorney Gc11cl'nl Robert Kennedy 

10:.:1u:1. . ' 
Hoover memornndum, 10/7/63; l\femornndum !rom J. Edgnr Hoover to 

Attorney General Robert Kennedy, 10/18/63. 
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Th<' At.t.orill\y Gcn1•r1tl s11icl t.lrnJ, h~. r,~co~ni~ccl ~he impork 
,uicc, of this covr.rnp;c, if snhst.'u1tm_l mfom111t1011.1s to ho clc~ 
n •lopt•.tl ,·onccrninl! t ho rdnt.1011Rl11p l,t,t.wr.mi, K1!ll!: ~ncl (,h,. 
('0111111\lllistc ]>l\rt.y. Jfo 811i,I t.lu,rn WllS 110 <Jlll'.Ht,IOII 111 111s mm,] 
,;s t.o t.lw. ,•ovt'.l'll(!<'-in Nt1w.York C\1.y hut. t.h.'LI, lu• ':''1~ ":'":1·u:d 
nhont. t.hti ~1,c·.unt.y 0 ( ,rn 111st111l11.t1011 ,·.01·p1·11\g-" ll'H1tknc.c 111 

Al.litnln, (;i,ol'gi,,. 11" nnl·c,l t.l11tl , t.h,•. 1,,sl: th.111 1! """ conl,_l ii~-. 
foril •tO'hiLVl\ woul,l ho IL ,liSl\OVery of IL w1rel,llj> Oil Kllll!t< 
n 1~i,l,1 11<'l'- · · 'r p;,i.-,i",l on!'. 1.0 thll Attm·1u,y Cl,•11\1rnl t.hll f11d. t.hnt, " n·s•-
il<•iw,, wns invol\'l'd ,li,l not. 1w,·c,s.s11.rily nw1tn t.h<•rn W41H nny 
arld,·,l risk i><•cnus<• oF t.hl\ t.m·hnil',d 1rnt.n1·t1 of t.h,,•. td11ph01_1" 
syst,·m .... A ftm· t.l1iH ,Jiscnssion t hn At.t.ol'l!''·Y ( ,cm,rnl s1i11l 
1;t1 foll, w,•. shoultl I!" 11lw1ul wit!\ 1 lu, .h·-!·.h111l'11l '"'.Vlll 'll/!<I 01'. 
Kini! on ii (rial h11sis, 111ul t.o eonl.mm, 1t. if: prn<l11ct1v<1 l'l\SUlts 
w,•.n· fort.111·.on,ing-. 11" snicl 111•. w11s ,·,:rl·J1111 t.l111t: 1111 Bun•.11.11 
n•.pn•s,•nt11t.ivcs i11vnlvt1d wonltl r1•col!n1zc, t.1><1 d"111·1H;Y of thrn 
p1,rt.ic·nl111· nrntt<,i· 111ul wo11hl t.hns he llv<,n more ,,.1.11lw11s 1.hllll 
ever in t.l1is nssignmcut .. . . . i-u · 

Ar.cording-(,- Evnns' 11;<·morn.utl11m,.t.lu, At.t.orm1y_ G,"ncr'.'~.si(!lll\!l the, 
nnthorizntion for tlrn w1rc.tnp 1mmcclint.ely .1Lfter t.lus co11vc1s1Lt1on . . , 

Anot.hcr me.mornndum by Evans clr.scnbes t.hc Attor!1ey Gencrnl s 
reaction on 11.pproving t.he l3ur<'au's request for ,i w1 rctnp on the 
Atlant,ll SCLC office a wed, fat.er : . 

The Attomcy General is apparently still :vacillat\ng in Ji.is 
position ns to tech\1icnl cove.rnge .... I rcmmded lum of ?ur 
previous conversnt10n whercm h~ was ass_u 1wl thn.~ all possible 
would be done t.o insure the security of this operation. ·. 

Tho At.tornlly Gcnern.l adv)sed that he was approvmg_[tl~e 
wiretaps) but asked t.hnt tins covera~c and tl~at _on Km[ s 
residence be eYnlnat.ed llt the end of thnty clays 111 hgh~ of t 10 
results secured so thnt tho continuance of those snrvmllances 
could be determined nt that time.'•' 

"'irct.aps were installed on the. SCLC's New York office on Octo
uer 24, rnr.a, and at Dr. King's home and t.he SCLC's Atl."11t1i office 
on November 8, 196:J. The FBI nmd~ an inte~nal evaluation of the 
wiretaps in December 1063 11.nd. decided on its own t.o ~xt~ncl tl!c 
wiretaps for three months. Reaclmg th~ ~ttorney_ Geneml s ,L~1t.h~i1-
zlltion bro1,clly, the FBI const.ruccl penmss1on to w1_retap Dr. Kmg at 
his current. address or n.t any future lld~rcss" ~ mchale hotd room 
phonl'6 nnd tho phone, nt_t.he home ~f fr1e.nds _with who~ he t~~1po
rnrily stayed. The FBI m~tallecl ,~ll'ct11.p~, without seckmg fm ther 
n.uthorization, on the followmg occ.'\s1ons: 

lnstallod Disconli11uod 

i 
I 
I· 
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Th,iCon1n1itt-.r.• w,,s not.11lilc to 11scert.11in why At.t.ornl'.y Geni,ml Km1: 
ncdy _11pprnv<:,<l t.h~ l?IH's n,qucst for wir..t.nps in October l9(i:J ,iftcr 
rofus1ng- 11,11 Hfont.icnl m1pu,st. rn ,) 11ly J!lH:1. Burki'. M1u·sh11ll Kcn
ne1ly's ,issisl.1111t, in.clmq;((, of civil righ1·s 11f1'11irs, t.cstifiml t.lmt. h,'. 1"011!.l 
not reca.l! ove\· 1\11.\'llll; d1sc11ssccl the nmtt.i,r wit.h t.lrn Attontc\Y <lm11w11l. 
H. wns 111.s _opu11011, how,:v11r, t.l11ii. l.hll ,lt,cision haul lx,l'.n inflm•ncc,d hy 
oyo_nt.8 _nrismg out of concern 11ho11(. possihlt1 communist. influc,11,•;1 int ho 
civil. right.~ mov .. m1m_t t.hnt hnd l""'-11 wicloly p11hlici1.1·., l during- t.11<'. 
IH'n1·111:,:s on t;Ju, l'uhlic Acc,1111111odnl-io11s Acl. in t 111, s11n1111m· of I !)(i:I. 
M1u-:;h11.II i·,•c,dhi<I lhat Ur. Kiug h11cl m,ule a "con1111itn1t111t." t.o I.ho 
At(.or1:~y _G1,m•rn! nllll to t.lw Pr\,sid1,n(. to "stop Im ving 1111y l'on1111nni
C1Lt1011 w1t.h Ad1·1s1,rs A 111HI JI. 8Hust•c111c,ntcly, 

infornu)l.ion c11mC1 in, no(. as fur us Atlvisl'r H, hut. ns for 
118 Aclv1s1•r A was c•on1·p1·111\d, t.l111t. t.hnt 1·.n111111itnm11t. was not. 
lived llj) to, nnd l hlll'll 11S.S1tllll\(l sill('<I, 1dthn11gl1 J" ,In not rc,
memhl'.r discui-:sing it wit.I, Hohl\rt Km111o<ly, t.liat. t.111, renson 
thnt hll 11.ut.hor1zc,I t.ho hLJ> . .. wn~ t.h1Lt ho wnnte,l to linci ont, 
,vhllt ,v1is g-oing on. · 

Fro.111 his point of viow, Mnrt.in L11t.l1<1r King Irn,l 11111<1" n 
connmt.ment on ,i V!\ry 1mport1111t. 11111t.t.c,r ... [,uici) King-hncl 
broken thn.t. commitment. So thernfon•. tho Attorney Gcncrnl 
~vn.ntcd to fiml out whot.lrnr [Advise1· A] did in fact lmve 
mfiuonco over King, whn.t ho was telling King, nnd so fort.h."' 

Mn.r~lui.ll's ,mswcr to n. question concerning ,vhcthcr anyone in tho 
Jus~1co D~pai:tmont ovor _considered usking the FBI to tliscontinuc 
tho mvest.1gat1.on of Dr. Kmg lllso sheds some li;ht on why the Attor
ney Genern.l might have decided to approve the w1retaps: 

N_ot that I know of. [The FDI's n.li<lgations concerning Ad
viser A] were grave ·and ~rious, and the in<Juiries from the 
Senate and from the public, both to the President and to the 
Attorney General, as well as the Bureau, had to be nnswmi,1! 
a_nd ~heY. had to bo answered fully. Stopping the investiga
tion m light of those circumstances would llllve run tho risk 
that there would lmve been a lot of complaints that tho Bureau 
had been blocked for political reasons from investi1-,rnting seri
ous charges nbout communist i.nfiltmtion in the civil rights 
movoment."' 

E_dwin O. Guthman, tho ,Justice Dcpnrtment Public Relntions Chief 
d1(rrng Robert Kennedy's tenure as Attorney General, told tho Com
mittc~ that he had. spoken with t.he.n Sena\or Rohc1t Kennedy o:hout 
tho wu:etap when 1t wns reveuled in n Jack Anderson story 111 1068. 
Accordmg to Guthman, Robert. Kennedy tol-d him: 

h_o had h~cn impo_1tuned or requested by the FBI ovm· a pe
r1~d of t1mo to wiretap t.110 phones of Dr. King, spccificnlly 

Kl , All•nt 
I 

m, . ""· a. 1963 Apr. JO, m s wiretap tho ph_on~s, as I reroll~•.rt, nt. the h!'11dqua1ters of t.li~ 
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:lfnrt.in Lut.lrn1· Kini:-'s hom,•., hut. I'm not. C"1·t.1ti11 1tbout. 
t.h,tt ... .. 

Rohe1t. K,•,rntlcl.Y siticl t.l111t. ho finnll.v 11grc1•.1l in t.lw fall of 
l!lH:l t.o g-ivo t.ho FBI per111ission to wirl\t.n\> tho pho1ws, nucl 
my cle11r recollection 011 t his is thnt his fl\l1hnl{ wns t.h11t. if lrn 
did not. do it, Mr. HooY!\r woulcl movl\ to impede or block tlw 
p11.ss11gc of t.h,1 civil rights bill, which hnd been introduced in 
t.ho summer of l!l(i3, 1tnd t.llllt he felt. thnt ho might ns wdl · 
sott.lo t.hc mntkr 11s to whetlmr (Adviser A) did hnve tho in
flucnro on Kin,g t.hnt t.11!1 FBI contended . • . . My re.collection 
is tluit t.horo h11cl l,t,m1 11 numhllr of conversntions with King- by 
Burke l\farshnll lllt<l Rob"'t Kennedy, 1ut<l I think President. 
Ktmne,ly hn<l i11di1·11fod to King tlltlt he 0111-(ht. not. to luwo 1my
thing to do with (Advis,,r A). My umlcrstnncling 11nd re,·ol
foction is thnt. King s,licl he would: Rl)<l then ench ~.imo Urn J:BI 
would come bn.ck nncl sny, he's st11l m contnct with (Adviser 
A) . . . Rohert Kennedy viewed this us n serious matter 1mcl not 
il_l !,ho .int.crest of the cm.mt.ry nn,d no~ in the \ntercst. of t.ho 
c1v1I r1i:-hts movement., 1f th,i I< BI mformnt1on wns nccn-
nitc.uu , 

Guthm,m tostificd t.hnt. ho could not 1·ecnll Kennedy's olnbornting 
on tho steps thnt ho hnd fo1ired Director Hoover wonlcl htkll 1tg!li11st. 
tho civil rights ltigisliition if he h,td not ngrced to the wirctnp, 
11g1tinst t.ho civil right.~ legislntion ifho ha.d not n,grced to tho wiret.np, 
but gave his own opinion thnt "Hoover's influence on tl10 Hill could 
bo considcrnblo mul it could hnvo been n fo1·m of public stnt.cmcnt or 
conforring- with S01111t.ors in t.hnt nrc.11." " 0 

It. is 11lso not. cll\11.r why At.tomr.y G,•.neml Jfonnccly insist.1,d tlmt t.lrn 
wi1·et.1•ps bo cv,ihmted 11fter 30 ,lnys 1Uul tlll\n f,lile<I to r.0111pl11i11 when 
tho FBI neglected to send him nn ev1dnntion. Ev11ns, nftcr rovicwing 
his memorn1id11m st.nting thnt the Attorney Genernl required the FB1 
to ovn.lnnto thll wiretnps nfter ao dnys, testified that he nssumcd the 
Attorney Gcncrnl had "expected the Bureau to .. • submit. the results 
of thnt ovnluat.ion to him." When nskcd if t.he Attomey Genernl hnd 
ever inquired into whether the evaluntion Imel been· mnclc, Evnns 
testified : 

I 11m 1'C11sonn.bly certnin ho never nsked mo. I would point out, 
howevl\r, thn.t t.ho nssnssinnt.ion of President Kennedy fol 
lowed these events re11sonn.hly close in point of time, nnd this 
disrupted the opcrntion of the Office of the Attorney Gen
cralu1. 

In Mnrch 19G5 Attorney Geneml Nicholns IC11tzenbnch t'Cqnestecl the 
FBI to submit nil of its wirPtnps for renuthorizntion."' He testified: 

Tn lnt.o April l!JG5, in nccordn.nco with this progmm, I re
ceived 11 request. from the Ilurenu to continue n. tnp on Dr. 
King's pcrsonnl phone. I ordert'.d it discontinued. It is, how
ever, possible thnt n request for t.llt'. continuntion of a pre
existing t.np on tho hendcp1n1ters of tho Southern Christin.n 

"'l~llwln 0 . Guthmnn t.cstlm011y, 3/10/70, pp. Ci, 1~17. 
ir.o Guthmnn t.csUmony, 3/16/70, p. 17. . 
111 Courtney Evun11 t.eAtlmony, 1~/1/75, p. tri. 
m Nlcholua Kntzeubnch testimony, 12/3/75, Hen.rings, Vol. 0, p. 210. 

! Lendorship Conform1c(I wns mn,le nhout. the snmo t.inw, 1u1<l 
I mny hn.vc itpproved thnt hip. J do not rec1tl1 the dntc or t!H1 
ci1·c111nshtnet•s which wonld Juwo lei! mo to do so.'" 

Docnmc11t.s pmvi,li•,l to tlH·. Commit.tc., hy t.h1, FHT rdl1•1·t. thnt. in 
01~rly J\pri_l 19fi5 t.h'? Atl1111t11 oflic,, informed he11,lq11n.rte1-,; thn.t it. wns 
chscont1~1111~1g. t.]1(1 '".ll'Ct.np 011 J>r .. King's horn,•. becm1se he wns moving. 
On April 19 t.he Director 1wthor1zed n survey to dc.tcnninc if a wire
tnp could bo ~!need 011 the phone in Dr. ICing-'s new n.si,lencc wit.h 
"ful! sccurit.y.' The Director's memomntlum nlso stntecl t.hnt "After 
rr.co1pt of ~e$ults of survey nnd Atln1ibi's reco1111uendntio11s, n mc1110-
r1~11dum will bo JH'epnrntl n.long with 1my nccessi.11·y correspondence 
w1~h tho At.t.ornry General.""' A mcmomn,111111 from t.he Af.Jn 11t1i 
o/hcll. tho next !'Hmth stntes: "On [l\£ny !i, lU(,5 l, l\fr. S111livnn f.clc,
ph_o111cnlly nclv1S,,d thnt t.h(I inst,illntion of this Tcsur [tcchniCJtl sur
vmllitncoJ wns not 1111thorized nt this t.ime.""' 

Tho Ruren.u ~ns bccn nnnble to find n record of nnv discussions be
tween FBI offic1n.ls nnd Attorn~y K1itzenbnch concer,iing t.his wirdn.p, 
and thorn nrc no mcmornndn rn the Bnrcnu files which indic,ifo t.he 
rc11son t.!11•t the w)retnp on Dr. King's now hoim, wns not aut.horiz,><L 

Thll I_• BI ttwm111ntetl t.ho wiretap on t.JH, Nllw York SCLC ollico in 
Jn.nunry 1064, only two months 1dtcr it Juul liecn instnlll•.d "for Ju.clc 
of prn(!nctivity." " 0 Tho wir()tnp wn.s reinsl.nllrd in ,Jnl/ l!lG4 nnd 
d1scont.muecl later tl11it. mont.h becnuso "the olliet, moved." m No fur
ther w1r~t.n.ps Wel'!I plnced on the New York office. 
, Tho w1rct.u.p on the Atlnnt.u SCLC offi(.'!I wns 1·cvicwcd by Attomcy 

(,encral Knt.zenbn.ch on Ootober 27, ~OG5, ru,~ rec~ived his n.pprovnl. 
/\. Hnr~1m mmnornndum l'CC0111me1ulmg contmunhon of the cov,•mgo 
Ill April l9(i(i wns ret111·1u•,l wit.h ll not11t.io11 hy Knt.z,•.nlmch ditt.Pcl 
,Tun,? 20, 1911!!, st.!iting: "I t.h\nk t.his cov,wn.µ;e shim!,! be discontimu•cl, 
p11rt1c!Jlarly m hght of possible churg~s of 11 cl"iminnl nnturc ttg'ninst 
tcertn.m S9LC employees].""° Technical covernge wns discont.inuc,l 
the followmg dn.y.'00 · 

Attorne)'. General Rnmsey Clnrk turned clown two requests by the 
FBI for_w1retnps on the phones of the SCLC, once on Jnnunry 3, 1968, 
Jllld n1,rnm on Jnnunry 17, 1969.'., Clnrk wrote the Director concern
mg the 19GB request: 

I nm declining authorizati_on of the 1'Cq11ested installation of 
tho nbove telephone surve11lnnce nt tho present time. There 
hns. not been ~n adequate dcmonstrntion of a direct thrcnt to 
nnt1onnl secunt.y.10= 

Clnrk's refusnl to authorize nn SCLC wiretnp in 1969 occurred two 
dnys before he left oflice, nt tho termination of the Johnson Admin-

;:: Kntzenbnch, 12/8/7~. Hearings, p. 210. ' 
1u. M~monmdum from Director, li'HI, to RAC, Atlnntn, 4/10/05. · 
,w Mc mornmtnm trom SAC, Atlanta to Director, 11~n1, U/10/05. 
m Memorandum from SAC, N1•w York to Dlr('<.'t.or, ]l"'IlT, 1/27/64. 
m Mcmornnd11m :!rom Ulrt"Ctor, }1"'IlI, to SAC, Nr.w York, 8/7/04. 

h 
Memornn<lum from Dlrc,ctor, J<~DI to Attorney G£>ncrnl 0/22/00. The chnr,...e:-i n:i 11othlng- to do with I>r. }(Ing. ' " 

m l\fomol'nmlum from .To~cph Slzoo to }4~Ht•s, 0/23/00. 
M~mornndum from Thunsey Clark to ,J, FM,;itr Hoover, 1/3/08 · memorandum 

tr'11}1 Rnmaey Clnrlc to .T. l.i~dgn r Hoover, 1/17/0.'>. ' 
Clnrk memornndum, 1/3/08. 
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ist.rnl.ion. Less t.l1nn 11 month li1t!\r t.lm Direct.or infor1111:cl U1!\ At.lnnh, 
ollic" thnt. 1111 HCLC wi1·1•.t.np "is in lin!\ to lJl'. J>}"CS1•.nt.i,d to tlrn ,_a,w ;\t.
l'<mwy <lc•1rnml, nncl 11 s111·v11y, wit.h full m•cur1t..y nss,_11:ctl . ·: 1~ cl1:s1r
nhhi.'' "" FIil fiks cont1Li11 no indicnt.ion of t.ho.tl 1Bpos1t.11>11 ol t.l11s hnnl 
n•1p1rst. . 
C. TIIJCJWPHONJ•: HURVJ•;H,LANC~: OF DR. KTNG: ,JANU

ARY rnr.,f- NOVEMJll.;Jt l!)Hii. 
Frn11i ...Tnnnn.ry rnra t.hrOlll,!h Nov1•111lll:1' rnr:r., t.hn FBI inst.n.)lml ,1t, 

1,•nst. 1r,· hi,lden 111i1·.rnpho11<'S in hotd 1111<1 n1otr.l roo111s o":up11•1I l>y 
M,u·liu J,11t.lu,a· Kin/.!,"" TIii' 1•'111 hns t.oltl t.he Con,mittl'li 11Lout t.l,o 
following- n1il'rnphom: s11rv1•ill1uwrs: 

. - Willnnl Hof.,•l, ,vnshingt.on, D.C. (,Tnn . ti, 'l!lM). 
- Shrm•dm· Iroll\l, l\Iilw1u1k1•c• (,lnn . 27, l!JM). 
-llilton Tfownii,in Villngi,, Honoluln (J•\,L. IH, lUGt). 
- Amhn8s1ulor Hot!\I, Los Angdos (Fr.h. 20, l!lG4 ) . 
- Hy11ttHons11 Mot.el, Los Ang<'ICS (l•'eb. 22, l!)G4). 
- Hl.ntlr.r ITot.!\l, J>etroit. (Mo.r. l!l, )!)64). 
- SP1111t.or l\lot.,•.I, Sncrnm1•11t.o (Apr. 2:1, 1!J(i4.). 
- Hy11t.t. Ho11s11 l\fot11l, Los Ang-clcs (,foly'l, l!JG,I). 
- 1\fong-cr Hotel, S1minn11h, G,i. (Sept .. 28, l!l64) . 
- Pnrk Shernton Hotel, New York (Jnn. 8, l!lGa). 
-Americnnn Hotel, Nr.w York (,Tnn. 28, 10G5) . 
- Sheraton Atlnntic Hotel, New York (Mny 12, lOGr.) . 
- Astor Hotel, New York (Oct.14, 19G5)". 
- New YorkIIiltonHotel, New York (Oct. 28, 1065). 
- Americ11110. Hotel, New York (Nov. 29, 1065).1

•• 

1. Rea8oras for the FB!'s Microphone Surveillance of Dr. l{ira.g. 
Tho wiretnps on Dr. King's home telephone and the phones of the 

SCLC ollires were authorized by the Attorney Genero.l for t.he st.o.ted 
purpose of determining whether susp!\cted communists were infln!)ne
mg t.hl'. course of the civil rights mornment. FBI documents il)dicate 
tho.t the microphone cove.rage, (which wns initinted without the 
knowledge of the Attorney Generals, in cQnforrpnnce with practice 
then current), wns originnlly clesi~necl not on)y to'·pick up infoi·mntion 
hen.ring on possible Communist mflnence over Dr. King, but nlso to 
obti,in informntion for use in the FBI's secret effo1t to discredit Dr. 

= Memornndum from Director, FBI to SAC. Atlnntn, 2/14/60. 
1
M \Vltnesscs hnvc Indicated Urnt other microphones might hnve hcen used to 

cover the nctlvlt.les ot nr. Klng and his n,-..cmclntes, ·01thou,:h those microphone~ 
mJght hnYe Uren pluce<l Uy locnl luw enforcement officers. Bureau documeut.s 
hullcnte thnt the New York nml Mlnml police did In !uct r,lnce mlcrophoncM In 
Dr. Klni:'i-t hotel rooms. ( M(>mornndnm from Director. FBI to Rt)()(•l•nl Agent In 
Glanrge, New York, 5/7/65: Memorandum from F rederick llallDignrdner to Wll
Jlnm 8uHhrun, 0/27/00). Congres~mnn Andre,\· Young. who wna one of D r. Klni:'A 
cllipf nhll'!-t, •t<-Htlfle<l: "\Ve tonml u hug lu tlll• Jmlplt in n church ln Selma. Aln
hnmn. in 106.ti, nml we <lldn'it. en•n move It or destroy it~ We took It ont from umlPr 
th€' pulpit .. t1upe<l It on top or tlw pulpit , •und Rcvermtd Ahen,nUiy call<'d lt, ' th is 
lltth~ <lo-hldwy' nnil hr flRi<l . 'I wnnt yon to h•II Mr. Hoover, I don't w.nn t it. under 
lwrP wlwr,~ ithN't' iii n whole:? lot of i;t.ntlc. I wn.nt. hlrn to ~et it ~t.rnt,J:ht.,' and he 
J>r1•11,·lif'1l to tlw lltl'h• lmJ:. " (Arnlrew Ynnn~ l'<·~tlmony, 2/10/70. p . Ciri.) 

1•1 L<•htf•r from J1'HI to ~,·nnh~ ~,• IN-:t. Conunllfl'l'. 7/21/7!i, Jlp. 4-G. ('rhf' ll11rf'nu 
nl:-10 1111thol'h:1•cl lht• ln~l111lntlon '<If a mlcrophcmt! nt tthe l',n·k ~lwmt·o11 Hotr.l In 
Nt•w York on Mnrd1 !.>n, 1nm;, hut Dr. Kin~ dl<l not'at.n r nt th<' hotel n.ncl the 
t·o\'1•ru,::,• wnH tt-rmlnntf'd.) 

! ' 

' 
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~~.in~. l'.S t.hc )l,1uh•r. _of th\'· civil rights lllOVemcnt. uu By 1!)(15, 
H,fo1u1~<•S t.o 1hsc_11•.,i~t.111g dlort.s 11111! been dropprd 11.ncl doc111mmts 
re.q,wst·.!n~ 1rn:t,laor1znt.1?11 foa: rninophorws nmnt.ioncd ;,nly t.lw purpnso 
of o(,t,11111ng- 111forn111!.ao11 11hn11I·, possrhlo co11111111nist. inf1111•nc1·s. '"' Tiu•. 
dot.,uls o.f thc llur1·11u's eJ1'01·ts to 1111d<,i·mirn1 D1·. King nro <liscusscd in 
t.hn ens11111g chnpl,,rs. 

'l'hn first. 111i<'rophmws w,•rn i,nslallc•d nhout. two Wl'elcs aft,-r n lkl'<'m-
1,!'.'' ll:i, l!llia, l•'H I 1·011 fen•1wo 11t whid, 111<'1.l,ods of "na:nf.r,di,.inµ:" !Jr. 
]\!Ilg W(~l'O t'Xj>lot·t•tl. 111" ~1i<"l'Of>lwnn SUJ"\'(•illn11c·o Wll!i lll,{ILin tli:-,·('ll~iwd 
11t. 1m 1111-dny 1·onforn111:l' nt. 1•'111 .l11•111l1]11111·tc1s in F,•hnmry rnia, 
nt~un~lccl Ly rcprcscnto.t.iv<·s J'f. (,ho FIil 11\>omtory "pn·p,u·ntoi·y to 
ol!cchng _covor(igo of t.ho 1ict.1v1t1cs of l\fort.in Luth1,r King ,Tr. iuHl 
1118 11sso('11it<".s m_ Tfonoluln." "'" ,Tust.iCyinl,! t.)11, nee,! for m/cro1;hono 
1·ov11r11.µ;", I.ho ChlC'f oft.ho Flll's l11l·1·rnnl Hel'nril.y Si,d.io11 \\Toll\ thi1t 
t.1'.o. l•:I!~ wns "al.t.1·~1.'pl.ing" f.o_ol,t.,lin !n Co1:11111tio11 nhout. "-t.hl\ [pril'ntc) 
:}ct.1v1t1cs of Dr. l\.111g nnd l11s ns.socmt.cs·' so t-Iu1t. Dr. King could be 

completely discr1,ditccl.""" . 
Tho FBI 111c~!1m·1uicl11111 n11t.ho1·i,,i11/.! t.ho plncenam,t. of t.hc liist. micro

phorn1 m.1 I
1
~r. l\.!11/.!-.nt, .1.ho Vvillall'll I lo~il in <'.nrly ,J11,n111u·y l!Hi.i- g 11 v1, 

ns 11 bns1s tho 111t,-JJ1/.!Nll'n 1,nd co11ntcr1nl.l'Jligcnr1• possihilit.i,•s whi,·h 
thoron/.!h <"ovcmgo of Dr. King's nct.i viti,•s mi,,ht dev!\lop ""' 
Tho Wi_ll!11·d Hotel "bug" yielded 1H n•cls of t~po. A ,;rnn;o~,;n;lum 
summnn,,mg ~Jui tiiprs_wns s<"nt to t.hu I>irccf.or with ,villi nm S111livn11 's 
1·cc?1111ncn\lnt1on thnt 1t ,?.e shown t.o ,v,dt.cr.Jmi_kins, J?rcsi,font. ,John
son s S1icc111l As_s1st.11nt., mnsmuch ns Dr. Kmg 1s scck111g 1111 nppoint.
ment .with President Johnson.""' Cnrthn D. DeLoo.ch, Assistnnt to 
the Director, showed the snmmnry mPmomndum to ,Tenkins nrnl Inter 
~~: . ' , 

I told Jenkins tho.t tho Director indicated I should lco.ve this 
ntto.chme~t with l_1im if he. c]esi red to let the President. peison
all y read 1t. Jenkms mentioned thnt he wa,s sufficiently o.wo.re 
of the facts that. ho could verbo.lly ndvise the President of 
the matter. Jenkms ~ns of the opinion tho.t the Fni coul<i 
perform o. good service to the country if this mnttcr could 
somehow be <:onficlentially given to mcmhc,s of the press. I 

"° See, fo r example, Memorunclum from ,vuunm Sullh'an to Alnn Delmont 
1(6/6•1: memorandum from Frederick Bnumgnr<lnllr to William Sulllvnu 1/28/64'. 
S0n1e Ilnrenu witnesses hnve f4ngg-eNt!'d thnt tJ1e microphones were in'stt;lled only 
t.o ~ Intercept conversntlons h&wecu Dr. King n·nd ()ther Jndlvlduals, i;;1ich nA ·Ad· 
'Iser A, to determine the extent ot communist lnflnrnce o,·er Kini;-. The Bnroon, 
ho.wever, wins mrnble to produce nny evidence that tt had anl'lclpnt.Ccl meetingR ue. 
t" eeu D r. King nnd Adviser A or Uetween Dr. IUng nnd nny otbeC" ot his uch•IRerR 
whom the Bureau ullege<l hud comnmnlst connections on the lnti.lnl occasions 
when microphones were used 

1111

'Memorandum from Fr~lerlck Bnmni;-urdner to ,vtlllnm Sullivan 10/20/65 · 
m~~1ornndum from Frederick nnumi,:nrdner to \Villlom SuJUv1m, 11;2o;OG. ' 

:Memornntluu1 from Wllllnm Sulllvun to Alnn Belmont. 1/13/04 Thi 
fercnce nnd the FBI'• attempts to discredit King ore discussed fnf~ "Ps clo33u. 
Cl ,,cq, I I" • 

;: Mtimormulmn from FrNforlck ll1111mgnrdner to \Vllllnm Snllivnn 2/4/04, 
111 

naum~nrc11u~r memornudmn, 1/2$/04. ' 
111 rifomorunclmn from \VHllnm ~ullln111 to Alun TitHmont, 1/6/04. 

l\fc,111or111ulmn Jlrom \Vllllnm }:nllh·nn to Aln11 llt-I111011t, 1/l:l/CH. 'l'he 1111,mo
rantlum tlltl not tndlcuite how the informntlon Juul been ohtuluud. 

. . L ' ' ' 
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:;j· ,1,.1; ·,•,,h1 told him tl11• Dimdor hn<l this in mind, howcv,•r 1101,J,.·o br.- 1 I , , , 1 ,. , , ,, I Hoover wrote on the memorrtndnm, "S,•ncl to ,fcnlcins." T ll' s11m-
,;~., .. ·:i1 ,·,.~·~ ·: ,/ ,~; :·. licvecl Wl' should ohtnin additional infor·ination pi-ior to dis- t d l J T I · • , ,·nssi n!! it with ,·,•rtnin fric•nds."' mnry m,•momn nm nnc ft cover cUer wrre sent. to , en ems on 

, · .Tuly 17."" 
' · '.i·: Tho FBI wtts 1tpp1,rent.ly enconrngecl by t.ho intcllig,mr~1 11ll'onl,•,l by It. Hho11\tl 11lso bo not.,,l that. lk King's 11dil'itil\S nt the l>l\111ocrntic 

: ' "hu~s" nml hy t.\11•. ,vhit-0 House's receptivllm,ss to tlrnt type of infor- N11t.ion11l Convent.ion in At.l11nt.ir Cit.y, New ,fo11,cy in A11gust. l!J<H 
; 1111tt.io11. A m,crophono wns inst11llcd nt. t.110 8hroc1h,r IIotA,l in Mil- WCl'l\ closdy monitorc1l h,v tlw FIil. Microph011t•s wnrn not. inst,tllt•cl 
, mutkco two wct\ks Inter, buJ. wns dcclrtrcd "unprocluct.ivo" hcc11uso on thnt occ1tSio11, nlthongh wiret11ps w,•rc plncc,l on Dr. Kini.:'s hotd ·11 "them wetu no nctivitil>S of inkri>,;t. developed.""' I>r. King's visit t.o room phone. Till, stnl'cd jusl'ificnt.ion for tho wirct.np wns t.hc invcsti· 

··•.· Honolulu in 111i,l-Fdirn1iry l!)(i-! WllS covored by IL sqtuul of w•tion of ,,ossiblc C.OllllllUllist infllllmce ll!IU t.}l(\ fad tlmt. I>r. King 
sur\'11illnnco experts hroughf'. in for t.he ocrnsion from Snn Frnnciseo. 'mny indu ~o in tt Iumgcr fast: ns n nn,nns of protest." "' A i.:n•nt d,•nl 
Ono of theso expmts wns ,1"scrihcd in 11 Bnrcnu memm'nndum ns thl' of potcnt.inlly usl\ful polit.il'nl inforn111t.ion wns ohtnine,l from this 
"most oxpcrienc;,d, most ing,•nious, fr1ost unrullled, most competent wiret11p ,mcl disscminnlcrl to the \Vhitc Honse.'"' 
sound mnn for t.his t.ypc of opel'lttion in the S1in Fmncisco OJ\ico;" Tho mmnol'ltndnm nnt.horizing micrnphonn covcmge of Dr. Ki,w's 
nnothor wns chos;,n bm:11usn ho h,ul "shown 111111sunl ing1'nuity, pcrsis- room in Sn.vnnnnh, Georgitt <lui·ing t.]u, n,11111111 SCLC confc1·c11,·cin 
tencc, nnd deter111inntio11 in nrnking microphone inst.nll11tions -" nml n · September 1tn,l Oct.ohcr 19(i4 <lcscrih;,,l sur\'<,illnnce -ns necessnry he-
third hnd "beeil ubsolut.cly fc11rless in theso types of opcrnt'ions for CLtusc it w11s "expected thnt ultmnpts will ng1ti11 be mndc to exert. in-
ovc~ twelvo y~nrs,-""' M_ore thnn twenty rn_els o_f tnpc_ were obtni.nec\ flucnco upon tho SCLC nncl in pnrticnhtr on King by communists.""' 
c\urmi: I>r. Kmg s st11y m Honolulu nnd lus soionrn m Los An~eles Tho SCVl\11 "hni.,,s" in Dr. King's rooms ,luring visits to New York 
immedint.llly 11ftenvnr'.L'" Director Hoover ngrced to send 1t copy of n !mm Jn.nmiry t.o N.ovembl\r l!l(i:i were jnst.ilfocl in contNnpom1wo11s 
momornnclum ,lt•scr1li111g tlw contell'ts of t.Jm t.npcs to ,Jenkins nlllcl rntemnl FBI mcmm·muln by n.nticipnt«d 11wcti111,.,s of Dr. King wit h 
Attor1my Ge1Hwnl Kmrnc<iy in 01·dcr to: sovernl pcoplo whom the FBI dnimec\ l11ul nllifottio11s with till\ Com-

rcmovo tt!l doubt from the Attorney Geneml's miml ns to Ute munist Pnrty.m No mention wns mndc of tho pos-sibility of obt11ining 
type of person Kin; is. It will probttbly nlso eliminnte l(ing privntc lifo mntcrinl in momo1,,uuln concc,rning these "bugs."'" 
from 1tny tmrticipnt1on in [n mcmori1tl for President Kennedy B. Evidence Bearing on Whether the Attoi-neys Ge11eral Au-
which tho Attorney Genernl wns helping to nrrnnge].117 • tho,ized or l(new Abou.t the !,ficr01,lume Su.r11eulamce of 

Dr. Ki11g's stny in Los A11geles in July 1964 wits covered by both Dr. l(ing · -
wirnt:nJ>:, nml_ mic.rophoncH in his hotel room. Tim wiret.11.p wns int,m,ll\cl Jn summ,u·y, it is cl<'1u· t.lrnt the l<'HI n<wer l'<'CJIICStccl pcrmis.~ion for 
to g11m mt.dhgoncll nbout Dr. King's plnns nt the Hcpublit:nn N1tl.io11ttl instnllini.: 111il'rnphones t.o co1·<1r Ill'. King from .\t t.orni,y Oc11t'.ml Ken· 
C'!nv!lntion. ~icrophono .s11rvcillui1ce was rc<Jucst,1d to nt.t.cmpt to ob- !'edy, 1111~[ thc1·!l is no evidl!ncc th_nt it ever cli1:ectly in.formed him thitt 
tnm mfonnnt1011 useful m t.ho cnmpnigns to discredit him."' Siilli- 1t. wns usmg 1111crophones. There is some qn<'st1011, however, concerning 
vnn's memorn1Hhnn <le~cribing the coverage was sm1t to Hoover with whet.her t.\111 Attomcy G<,1wml u\t.iurnt.cly re1tlizct! thnt. the FBI wns 
tt rccommendntion ngllinst disscmin11t.ion to the "'hit" Jfous,• or the using "bugs" becn11S.:, of the 1111t11rc of the informntion thttt he wns 
Att.omey Gcnernl: being sent.. · · . 

· ti · · · · 1 · · Evidence cone-0rning Attorney ficneml KntzPnhnch's knowlc<i~e of 
as m us 1!1Stnnce it is _mere .v repetitious and docs not hnve microphone snrveillnnce of Dr. 'iCin!! is rontrndict.ory. In l\forch 1065, 
nearly the 11npact ns prior such memomndn. ,ve nre contiiiu- " · f II I 1 · Kntzenbnch required the FBI for the first. t ime to seek the .Justict1 1~1g to o ow cos!' ,Y _JCmg's nctivities nncl giving consiclern- D , 
tion to every possrh,ht.y for fot11 rc similttr covemgc thnt will . epnrtmcnt s npprovnl for nil microphone instnllntions. Thr. FIil hns 
nckl t-0 our record 011 King so t.hnt. in tlui end he mi.,ht he dis- giv1•,n tho Conu111t(cc docmm•nts which inclicntn tlmt. Kntzenlmch wns 
cr.,ditcd nncl thus bo rcmovec\ from his position ofgrcnt st.nt
ure in th('. Negro t·on11n11nit.y.110 

m M<"mornrulnm !r<>m Cnrt"h1t n. Del.ouch to .T. E<lgnr Hoover, l/l.4/64. ,TcnklnR 
· tohl mcmlu•rs ot Lommllt<'C ahtt? In nn ln!onunl interview thnt he hnd never 
HllCJ:r~tetl dlN!-!cmlnntlni; deroi:ntory mnterlnl nhout Dr. King to the pres!i . (StnfT 
Hmnrnury ot Interview with \Vnlt<'r Jenkins, 12/1/7ti, J). 2.) Tl1e Commltt~ did 
nor. tnke Jrnkln~ tcstl111ony brcuuae .Jenkin~ h1!om1cd the Commlttl'<': Untt he 
wns 111. 

111 Mcmornn<lnm from ,vnunm Snlllvnn to Alnn ·n .. 1mont l/2R/04 
::;~lrfr\, ~[)("<·.lnl Ai.:t•nt In chnri.:<', 8nn J1.,t"HUclHco1 t~ 11•nr'n1;ct.or; 2/2/'S/04. 
m I h,c ]t Hf 111Ho t'IIVl'l'Nl ,l>r. Kl11~''H n('fldth•H with J)1lntog-r11J1hlc :illfVC'lflll.llCt'. 

M, morunflnm from J1 rPd1~ri<'k n1111111,:nrt1 1wr to ,vuunm Sulllvnn, 3/4/04 
The rncmornndnm did not Hhow how the lnf11rruntlon hnd l1C'cn olltnlned · 

::: M~morn1Hlnm t'rom 11:rcclerl<'k Unum,;~1rdncr. to Wllllnm SullJvnn, 7!2/04. 
Mcmornmlmu from Ii rcdtirlck Rnmngnrducr to Wllllnm SnlUvnn, 7/lti/04. 

"" Letter from J . E<li;-nr Hoover to Wnltrr Jenkins, 7/17/04. 
111 Mcmnrnmlulll from \Vl11Jnm Rnllivnn to Ainu BPlmont, R/21/0-1. 
w 'l'ho }.,lll'e Hnrvclllnnce or Dr. I<lng- nn<l otht?r clvll rl~hts lendera ut the 

Atlantic City Democrntlc Nntlonnl Convcr1llo11 ls dlscuRSctl nt length inn HCJlllrnte 
atntt report rlenllng with electronic Rt1rvelll,uu•c. 

m ~Iemornndum from Frederick nnumgnnlncr to \Vllllnm -~ulllvnn, 0/28/61. 
"'Memomndn from Joseph S!zoo to Wllllnm S11ll1m11, 1/R/o:i, lf20/IJ5, und 

ts/lR/05; mcmornnclnm from· \Villlnm ~nlUvnn to Alnn Delmont, 10/14/0ti; mcmo
rnu,In from l!"redcrlck Hmm1J,.;nrd1wr to \Vllllnm 8111llv1111, l0/2H/O!i 011d 11/:!!>/Uti. 

11115 Pos~lhlf' rcnHon~ thnt tlw 111r.11tluu ot tlw rol1edlo11 ot 11rl\·nt,• life urntt•rlnl 
wua L1r(IJIJ)N1 from l!'JH nu!111orn1uln during thlR Jn•rlo<l lnrluclc (1) 1hP "truce" 
b<•twct•n Dr. Kin~ nml tlw 1,·n~ urtrr nl'c1•mh"r H)(l-l (st•,•, 1111. Hi:\ ,·t Hcq. l nncl 
(2) tho f11<:t tlint nftl'r Mny 11HI(> lhu l1"JH w 11H r<·11uln:,t to Inform tlw Attm·rwy 
General CY! microphone ,mrvelllnn<:e nncl did uot wn11t to lt•nvc n "1n1p!'r rt•cortl" 
referring to the 11,Bl'H r,ro~rnm to dlscretllt Dr. Kin,:. 
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informcel sliort.ly nl'li,r the fnC"t. of tl11·1•e•. llli<'rn)lho1,c, inslal]ILl.ions on 
l>r. Kin;.:, thnt. l,i, eli,I not. olijN:t to lhosl\ instnlliLiions, and Iii.ii. he 
111·;.:1,il t.lu, 1•'111 lo us.• <"a11tio11 in its s11n·,·.illn11<·.,•. nrti,•ili,•s. 1'J1t.r.<'nl>n"h 
d1H•s 1101. uow 1'Pt·nll 1111\'illt! l11'l'll infor111ctl nlmul ilH· FBI':,; rnicro-
1,hmw:;11n·t>illu111·p of l>l'. 1\111~. 

{If. ) .ti /.fnrn,·y (,'1·11rml Nofu•,·t Ii. 1i·r.11:11Nf:1/.·--'l'IH\ l•'J'\l 1111,lws 1u1 
,·lai111 t hut . . \ttorn,•y (i,·11Pl"lll l,1•11111•cly wns e• xpre•s.sly inl'orn11,cl nl,n11t 
t 111• p1i,-ropho11p.s plne<'cl in I lr. Kin,-:'s l,ol<'I 1·00111s. The•. onl_v 1"11'1 C'lni111 
lhnl,,i\t.lill·n,•r <l,•11,•1·111 K,•1111 .. dy llli/!hL hum l11,i•1111w11.1·e• or lhc, llli!'("(l· 
pla01ws i~ n ·bo111<·!-.l.i1· Intdligt>ucc Division nu•.111ornud11m writ.ten in 
D,•,·.c111[,.,,. l!JGH, which st.nl:<•s: 

c·oncPrning- mirro\,lm1w co\'<'l'llJ.!l' of 'Ki11g, AU.01·rn·y Ot!lll'l'al 
Hoh,•rt. I<'. K,•1111,•1 y wns furnislu,d l'lu, jl!W1',inm1t i11fo1"11111.tio11 
oht ni1rnel, 1"'1'11St1' of which 1ro11lcl indi,·1ilo t.hnt 11. niicrnphonc> 
wn:,; I lu.1. S(Hll'C:c of t.l1is in fo1·11ia.tio11 . 1t1

11 

Next to this entry,] loovm· wrntt-: "wl11•111" A 11w.111or1uul111n from the 
Don11•s(·. ic I11t"1lig,•11c1, ])i\"ision n few ,itLys ltitcr <'X[lltLincd: 

Altol'n<'y G1•n1•1·1tl Hnl>C•1-t. F. KP11nc<ly wns furnishe<l tLn c,i;.:ht, 
pni.:c, "'l'op S1•e·rct." nw111omneh1111 . .. dntc>d 111,u·ch ·1, 1!lG4. 
l'l,is mcn1ornncln111 is 11 s11n 11111u·y of microphone co,·pru.g,• .... 
in th,• lVillarrl Ilotcl, "\Ynshin;.:ton, D.C.; Ililt.on llnw1tii:m 
Vi ling,•, Tl.onolnln, lln.wnii; A111hnssndor Hotel, Los Ang1•ks, 
Cnlifornia; nncl t.l,c Hyut.t Housr Hotel, Los Angeles, Cnli
fornia. The• wor,ling of the memornndum is couched in snch 
n 111n111wr thnt it is obvious thnt a microphone wns t.hc
sourcc.u7 

The question of whctlH\r Attorney General Kennedy suspected 
thnt the FBI was using microphones to gnther information about 
Dr. King must nlso be vie-wed in light. of the Attorney Gencrnl's express 
unthol'izntion of wil'c,tnps in the King case 011 nntionnl sccnrity 
grounds, and of the FBI's prncticP--lmown to officials in the Just.ice 
D c-partment- of installing microphones in nntionnl . security cnses 
wit.hout. notifying t.he Department.. "'e have examined the Burenu's 
rlnim with respect to Attorney Genernl Kennedy's possible knowledge 
uhout the microphones nnd hnve found the following evidence. 

As noted above, on .Tannary 13, 1964, William Sullivan recom
mended to Hoover thnt President Johnson's nssistant, Walter Jenkins, 
be given n copy of a memorandum detniling information discovered 
through the Willnrd Hotel bug.188 Sullivan expressed doubts, how
C'.vor, nbout whether the Attorney General should be given the in
formation: 

The attnchcd document )s classified "Top Se.crct" to mini
miz,, the likelihood thnt this mntcrinl will bo l'ond by someone 
who will leak it. to King. I-Io,vewcr, it .is possible despite its 
clnssificntion, t.he Attorney Genernl himself mn.y reprimn.ud 
King on the lmsis of this. m1Lrerinl. If he docs, it, is not. likely 

1"' M<'mornrnlnm from Chnrlc~ Drennnu to \Vlllinm Snlllvnn, 12/lli/GO, 11. 2. 
"'Mt\rnornn,111111 from ChinlcH nr~nnuu to \Vllllnm Sulllvnu. 12/10/GO. 
i,wi l\fr111orn111l111n from \ViJllttm Sulllvun to Aln.n Delmont, 1/13/64. 'l'hia incident 

1K 11lRC"US::lcd, nt 1).121. 

I 

I 
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wo will <lcvciop nny mor<'. such informnt.ion t.hrough the 
mcllns cmploy1,cl. It. ·is highly i111port1rnl. t.(,nt we clo clcvolop 
!111:t.l,e,r info1·11111t.ion of this t.yp<1 in ord"r thtLt WCI nuiy com
plcl.,dy discn!Clil, King 11s 1'1111 1,•.,uh•r of 1-.1111 N,•grn pc,ople. 

N<1xt lo ::iulliv1u1's n•co11111H,1Hlnt.ion l.h1Lt ('011rt.n1•._y I•:v1111s l1111Hl-clcliv1w 
IL copy of f'.lu, nwmo1·1uHl11n1 to ('.l,c, Al'tornc,y <lnnm·td , Dircct.01· 1 loon,r 
wrot.c: "No. A copy 1u~t~d ·not lm gi,·,m t.ho A.O.:' 1" 11 

, ,Tclnkius wns K11h,me)'IC'11t.ly shc',wn tL copy or tlio rc,pol"I, hut w11s 11ot 
told t.111,soun·oof I.he 1nfm·n1ntion. 

Shortly after tho Ho11ol11l11 Im,-:, Sullirnn cl11rn;.:,,cl his 111i11el 1L11<l 
roe,omnu,1ufocl t.lmt. t.lrn At.t.ornoy Oennr1tl l,11 infonmi<I of information 
gnthornel by hot.ht.ho Vvill11nl 1L;HI J lonolulu bugs lo "n,1110,·e•. nil ,louht 
from tho Attorn"y (,,•.1mrnl's min,! 11bo11I, 11111 typo of p,,1·son JGng 
is." 10

• Sulliv1Ln s11ggcstccl: 

Mr. Evnns persmrnlly deliver to the Attomey G1mernl .IL 
copy of tho at.t.11clrn<l "Top Secret" nwmOl'ILIHlum. It. is nlso 
bolio,•l,d t.hnt Mr. Evans shoulel i11elicn.tC\ t.o the At.l.orn1,y <llln· 
cm) t.hnt if King wns t,, bccomo 1iwnrc, of our covcrngc of him 
it is highly prol11Lule t.lrnt wo will no l,mµ;nr bo nble t.o clcrnlop 
such informntion through the mc11ns employed to <lntr. nm! 
thn.t wl\2 of conl'se, nrc still desirous of cont.inning to ele1•,•lop 
such intorm1itio11. 

Director JI.oovcr wrote next to this 1·ecommcndntion "0.K." A notation 
in tho mn.rgin states: "l)mrn. 3/10/6±. E[vans) ." 101 The me.morunelmn 
sent to the Attorney General clid not st.ntc the source of Um informa-
tion thnt it contninr.d. . 

Wnen shown Sullivnn's memorandum by the Committee, Conrtncy 
Evnns_testified thnt he did not recall deliverinr, the mem~··andnm n.bo!1t 
Dr. Kmg to the Attorney Ge11e-rnl, but thnt 'I nss111ne · must hnve 111 
view of this record.""' He doubted thnt he hnd spoke1 with the At 
torney General about the substnncc of the memorandum however, be
cnusc "if I did hnYe n com•ersntion with him, I believe .,.would hnYe 
written n memorandum as to that conversnt.ion." m "\Vhen nslc~j£.ht\' 
recalled ever telling the Attorney Genernl that the memornmlum con
tained information obtnined through microphone coverage, Evan~ 
testified: 

No, I do not. And considering the tenor of the times then, 
I would probnbly hnve been very circumspect and told him 

1 
nt ~ullivnn memorott<luffl, 1/_13/G4. SulUvnn's remarks b1 tbls pnssngc u·ndrr-i score the tension generntell by the mutunl1y inconsistent pollclr~ or the J'Hl 

lj and the Justice Department toward Dr. King. Snlllvnn viewed the },'"'Ill'H tnsk 
ns gutherlng lntormatlon with which to dlscreeut Dr. King. He perceived u,e At.· 

1 
torncr Genr.1·n1'.s gonl wns to 11rl'vt..•nt Dr. J{lng from being dlacn'lllted. Rnlllvnn 

I 
fcnred that It the Atton1C'y Oencrnl were tolcl of the dcro~ntory lnformntlon ubout 
Dr. I{ing, the Attorney General might, reprlmnncl Dr. King. Thus, the lt,BI would 
he thwarted tn lt.q gonlR 1t' tt gnvc thn Attorney Oc1wrnl informntlou which he 

I nrcdNl to r.mmre t.hnt Dr. King not tio dlscr,•1llfffi. 
"

0 nnum.1:rnrdurr memoru1ulmu, 3/4/<M. Sec p. 122. 'rhc mmuorumlum nhm I stat.rd: 11Wc nvolclrcl mPntlonln,: f'JWcln,~ ctnt~R n:-4 to wl1f'n lt took plncc or nwn· 
!:, t.Jon or w1u•n tJu~ lnformntlou \\'UH rt'<.:<"ln-.1-·fhn!-{ to l\voicl, It po~i:.lhle, n qtll'R

tlon hclni;: rnhm<l by the Attorney Genernl UH to why he wuR not toJ«l Pnrller ot 
the ,vmnrd lnclclt'nt." 

m lr.vnns, 12/l/7G, Jl. 20. 'l'hc FBI line told tl11• Committee tlmt no t,;11ch memornn· 
dum exlstA ln lt• files . j nt nnumi;nrdncr mrmornmlnm, :J/4/CH. 1,. 2. 

aJ Courtney Evnns tCHtlmony, 12/l/7ti, 11. 20. 

...,....,_..,. • .,., . ._,~l.t'"'-~¥.W.~ ~~~-1~~~~~~~~!i.l:~!F,.~~~~ ~~-~~.r,_,;.:~~~~~~r~~~?i~:·~~~.~ -~~~~ l!'r:~~,!~:'t'r~~~\~ 
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. ·r· instances the Attornl'Y . General was IL<lviscd that It tl'l•SpllSS 
exactly wlrnt I wo.s instructed to toll him ,md notl)ing wns involved in tho instnllntion.'•• 
more .... I t.hink it is " matter of record tlu,t tho relation- . 
ship between the Att,,mcy Geneml nnd the Director had Tho Durcnu m11int.1tins thnt. Attor1H\y Gml<'ntl K1ttzc11hnch WllS ndvi~,·cl 
<lctcriornt,•,! to the point (·hat they w~,ren't speiiki1!g to each of microphone pl1tccmcn1s in Dr. J(ing's hotel rooms on t.lrn followmg-
otlwr. Arni consequently I felt ·thn.t 1t wn.s cssontml thnt I occasions : . 
followed these instrnctions very oxpliciUy.m On l\fay rn, l!lG!i, t)l(I Now Yorlc field ofli<>? instn.llc<l_ ti nucro1,hone 

in Di·. Krng's suite at the Shcrnton Atl:1nt1~ Hotel m N~w Yor~, 
A mcmomnclum from Evnns dn.tcd September 11, 19G4, indicates pursuant. t.o nnt.horiziition frOl)I an JnsJ;)('ctor m tho Domes.tic Intclh-

that the Attomey General lmd in £net ·received the smnmnry mom- gonco Division, apparently without, Dlt'ector Hoover's pnor knowl-
omndum1 but sheds no light on whether ho wns told the source of tho cd"c. According to a contcmpm:nni,ons mcm'.>mndum

1 
tho New York 

mformuhon: oflioo hn.d only 11 fow hours notice of Dr. ICmll''s 11rr1val and 1wcdcd 
Befo,·r leaving oflice, Attomey Gcn~rnl Kennedy instrnctecl to install the microphom, "immediately." '"0 A m~morandnm . dntcd 
his Executive Assist,mt, Harold Reis, to return to tho Du- May 11, tLddrrsscd to the At.tomey Goncml and signed by Director 
rctm copies of top secn,t mcmomndn submitted to him by Hoover, stu.tcd: 
the FBI . . . on M1trch 4, 1964, and June 1, 1964, ns Mr. . On May 12 1965 information was obtained. indicating n. meet-
Kennedy did not foci this matcri1il should go to the general ing of King and'iiis ndvisors.wiis to take pince in Nc~v York 
Department files. These memomnda deal with activities of . on t.ha.t clotti.,. Ilccn.itsc• of tho impo1tnncc of thn.t n)cetmg nnd 
l\fart.in Luther Kin:;. Reis accordingly ho.nded these mem- tho lll'j!Cllcy of thP. situation, n. micrnphonc survmllance wns 
orunda to 1110. They arc uttnched.'"" olfoctcd on ]\fay rn . .. 201 

It is unccrtnin whet.her tlw Attorney General understood tho source On Octobr.r 14, l!lB!i, it microphone ,~n~ inshLll~l in Dr. King's 
of the information ufter reiuliug tho FBI summary me111or11nd1t. room in tho Astor Hotel in New York. This mstallnt1on was appmvcd 
J<'.vnns told t.he Committee t.llllt he never received nny indicn.tion that by '\,Villium Sullivan, hcn<l of the Domcst.ic Intelligence Division, ngu,in 
tho Attorney General suspected tho FDI wns following Dr. King's without Director Hoover's prior knowledge, "on New York's assur-
11ctivities with hidden microphones, n.nd surmised thnt the Attorney ,rnce that full security wns avnilablc, and since time w!ls of the essen~~" 
Gcnernl might hn.vo assumed the information was the product of live (Sullivan clnimed t.hnt. tho :FBI hnd \c1trned o~ Jk Kmg's pl,rn. to v1s1t 
informants, or surveillance by local law enforcement agencies.'°' Now York only it frw hours bdoro.) ''" On l11s mcmo!·t1.11<\mn mform-
,vnlt.m· ,fonkins, who nlso reiul these mr.momnda, told tho Committee iii" Aosist.imt to the Uiredor Alnn ]l~l,11011!. of 1 hll mw.,,,phon,• plu,·,•.-
thut hr. h,ul not snsp,•.d.e,l 1·.1111.t t.1111 FHT Imel obt.niiwd tho infonun- m,;,t, Sullivan wrntc: "Mmu;l to AG being prep1ircd_." A mcmor1!.1u!111t1 
tion in t:hi,111 by using 1t1icrophones.10

' Bill Moyers, President ,John- to the Attorney G,mernl, dntcd October 10 1u1d signed by Director 
son's As.qistnnt, also sitw several of the mcmornnd:t concerning Dr. Hoover stated that th.e Astor Hotel surveillance lu~ been placed 

· King, nncl testified that ho had not realized that the FBI had col- beciiuse' of tho "importn.nce" of Dr. King's nwcting wit.h his advisers 
lccted the informntion through microphones. Ho told tho Committee, in New York "and the urgency of thesit111tt.ion.'! 20' • • , 

however, that "tlw 1mture of the gencml references thnt were being On November o, 11)65, a microphone wns mstn.llc<l !n Dr. ~(mg s 
mnde, I realized later, could only hnvo come from that kind of room in the Americana Hotel in New York. A Domestic Intclhgencc 
knowledge unless there was nn informer in Martin Luther King's Di·vision memorandum of that date states: 
presence a good bit of the time.••• On New York's 11.Ssurnnce that full security wns available 

(b) Attorney General Nich;/ltui deB. Katzenbach.- Four FBI ·doc- and since time wns of the essence [ns the FBI had learned of 
uments appear to indicn.te that Attorney Geneml Katzenbach wns Dr. King's planned visit to New York on that day], New 
informed about the FBI's microphone surveil\.anco of Dr. King. Kat- York W!1.S told to go ahead with the install at.ion . . .. Inasmuch 
zenbnch testified that ho could not recnll having been informecl of the 11.S the installation will be macle todny ( 11/29/65) and deac-
survr.i\lance, and stated tlmt. it would h11.ve been inconsistent w-ith his tivated immcclintcly upon Kinp;'s departure.,. probably 
claimed disapproval of n. wiretap on Dr. King's home n.t tho same time. 11/30/65, we will prom_ptly submit n. memor'.mdum to the 
The Bureau's position appen.rs in n. Domestic Int.elligence memoran- Attorney General advismg when the mstallttt10.n was ,mn.de 
dum listing tho wiretaps11.nd microphones installed in the investigation nnd when it wns taken off.20• • • 

of Dr. King : 

Attorney General Katzenbach wns specifically notifiecl of 
three of t.hcso microphono installations. In eaeh of these thrco 

1
., Ji!vnru:1, 1/21/75, pp, 21-22. 

1
"' l\.fomornndnm trom f'...ourtney J~vnns to A1nn Belmont, 9/11/04. 

1
" lavnns 12/1/7ti, .PJ>. 21- 22. 

,.., Stllff' summnry of Wnlter .Jenkins Interview, 1076, p. 8. 
"' nm Moyers testimony, 3/2/70, p. 89. 

"' Memornndum from Cbnrloo Brennnn to Willi nm Sulllvnn, l2/15/7G, p. 2. 
IOO l\Imnornndum from Joseph Slzoo to ,vnHnm 8ulllvnn, 5/1S/H5. 
""Memornmlmn from Director l>'IlI to Attorney Gcnernl, G/17/00. 
to1Mcmonmdum from ,v1111nm

1

Su1llvnn to Alnn Ilrlmont, 10/J,1/05. 
ro::a Memonuulmu from Ulrcctor, li'JU to Attorney Gcncrnl, 10/10/05. 
'°' Memorandum :from Frederick Bnumgnrcln<"r to \Vllllum Sulllvnn, 11/~/65. 



A mcmo1·1uHlnm lot.he A1.tor1u,y Gencml, <11,t.r.d ])1:c1•mlml' J, .10G5, 
und ·lmnrinu· J)iruclor Iloovor's signat.ur(~, sin.tcd Lh:Lt "u. nricropho!rn 
surwillnnc~ wn;; dfod,·tl Non,111hor :W, l!Hif> 011 J(ing .... 11.11111~118 drn
,·,111l.i111u\ll Oil No1·1·111lmr ao, J!Hif,." Tho l'l ',llSOll for 1h11 lll~t.,dh,t .. 1011 ')'llH 

I ho " imporl1u11:o of t.lw 111ect.i11g- nllll I.ho urgency of tho B1tuat10n 
" ~Ill\ 

";i-111, 1<'111,hns g-i1·1•11 lh1, Coinmitko eopi!,s of !·h11 lhn•.o "!"111m·111Hln 
t.o AU.orncy Umlllml J(11b1.1:nh11ch iufo,·1'.11ng . h1.111. !·hilt, 1::1crnpho1H;~ 
11111! hP1111· pl11cp1J 011 Dr. J( in g's rooins. J•,nch IK 11111.u,l<·d N <1~11 K 
in 1.h,, upp,·r right hunt! corn1,l'. " ' lu•.n slu>.w!1!.h1•s'.111w111onu11ln, h11l1.1•.11 -
lmch (.p;;l.ilit:il: "E,u:h of 1.hrnm l>1•.111·s my 11111.Jnls Ill wluil. 11pp1111rs t.o he 
111y hnntlll'ril inµ; in t.lrn P.lnc11 wlrnro .l cust.0111111'ily in.it.i,de<l lllll'\~lll 
1uP.morn.11<ln." :wu 1 h, <lnnn~tl, howu,•or, t\.ny rccollcct.10u of htLVtng 
n•,·t•i,·P<I Um nw11w1·u11,ln.:rnr 

'1'1111 Jl11n•1111 ulso s11ppli1•d tho Co111111il.l.u11 wilh ,1 t.mnmnit.tnl Hlip 
d11tml D1•c1m1he1· 10, l!Hili. 

.l\fr, I Ioovcr:__ 
Ohviously lh,•so ,m, l'.llrt.ic.11lnrly dclicnl.o survcil_ln.nccs 1111d 

,rn should ht, v1•.1·y 1·.1111t.1ous 111 hll'111s .or tho.non-I• III. pcopl\l 
who mny from t.i1110 l.o l'imo m,ccss,Lnly l,11 mvolvcd 111 some 
nspcctof inst.1Lll11t.io11. 

N deB K ""' 
Knt.zcnbn.ch identified the hnndwritt.en not.o ns his, and testified 

that althon:;:h ho rccnllcd writin~ the note, he co11!1 n~t recnll w~y 
ho li:td written it. When asked 1f he recalled the delicate survCJl
lances" mentioned in the note, Katzenbach told the Committee : 

I don't recnll and I lrnvc nothi,w in my possession that 
hns served to re'frcsh my rccollectio~, and nothing has been 
shown to me by the Committee staff that serves to refresh 
my recollection. 

Q. In your opinion, c'?uld thi;l note have. referred J.o the 
t.hree mentioned electromc sun e11lances agamst Dr. lung! 

Mr. KATZEKMCU. On its face it sa.ys that it did .. . it 
woul,I scc111 to me that wonld be n possibility. I point out 
that it conlcl refer t.o almost anything. My opinion is obvi
ously, since I don't recall gettin~ the first thrco, that t.his wns 
not associated with it, nm! I reall.Y d?n 't hnve eno)1gh recol
lection of what was nssocmtccl with 1t to say. I did see Mr. 

in: Mcmornndum from Director, FDI to Attorney Gencrnl, 12/1/65. 
M Nkholns Kntzenhnrh testimony, 12/3/75, Hearings, Vol. 0, p. 211. 
- "'ht•n flijkt>d it he thought hht initlnls tn the corner of the three doeuments 

were forgeries, Kntzcuho.ch h!Htlf1cd : "Let me he just nM clenr nhont thn t .na 
I <'.nn. I hnve no recollection or .. rL>CC!lvlng l.hcsc documents, and I HcrJonsly 
hl•lle,·t~ thut I would hu,·e rl'Collccted them had I received them. It they nrc my 
lnlt.lnlR nncl tt I put them on, then I nm cloorly mh:1takcn In that recollecUon." 
( Kn t?.C'uhn<.'11. 12/3/75. lll'nrlngs, p. 227.) 

n 1\lcmornll(lnm f rom NlcholnR I{ntzcnhnch to .J. }~<l~nr Hoov<"r, 12/10/Gti. 
'l'ht• nurN\11 nH."lcrt~ thnt the trnnsmlttnl rdlp, which bcnrR nu 11.,nI Hccretury't,1 
nol11tlo11 •'l\Inrtln J.nt.her J(Jn~.11 wns locnh~d In the FDl's Mnrl'ln LutllC'r !Kin~ 
nit• 'rhc 1:wrlnl numh(•r for tllln~ on t.ht' trnn~mll:tn l slip IR inmu•tllnt<"ly Rn11· 
Ht•q

0

111•nt to tht• Ht• r lnl numhPr of fhl' n,•(•t•mht•r l notlfkntluu. 'rlw HnrNut hllR 
tnrnrm('d thr commllh',•. how,•vt•r, thnt. tlwn• l!-t no t•vhlrncl' thnt. the two 
ntflmor nrnln w<"rc t•vpr nttnrh<'d to one nnothcr, or thnt unythtni:- wnR nttnchNl 
to tlw t rumnnlttnl slip wht•n It CUIIH' to th<' Hurl'l\11. 

i 
I 
f. 
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TTclnu; on t.1111! ,lnl.P. Wl11•tlwl' it. n•l11t1"l t.o so111ct.hing he 11sl1r1l 
fo,·, I ,lon't. know."• 

K11t.z1•11h11<•h 11d1lt"l t.hut. lrn wns: 
p11zr.l1:d hy t.Jrn fnd. I.hut. llw hnndwrit.1.1,n !wt,,. if !'nlnt~:d to 
t.h<1 1l1•,·l\111hm· I 111l\111on1111l11111 from thl\ 1)11'(,l't.or, IB wr1U.1•n 
on IL nl\pnrnl11 piec<1 of 1»11u,r. It. wns 1.111,11, 1111<] is now, my ,·~n
sisl,,111. prnct.ico t.o 11Til.11 1101<,s of t.l111t. ki111] on I.Im inco111mg 
pie('B of J_>IL(leJ', j>l'O\'itl1~d tlH~l'e iH 1'00111 to do tm.1111 

Tho 1locu1111,nt.11ry 1widl\11c1•- t.hc t.111·1'<' not.ir<•.s t.1111.t. >L n,icrophom1 
hn<l IK\l\ll pl11c1\ll on IL rno111 <K,c11pi1•1l hy 'I lr, Ki11g shol'l.ly hdon•., 1u11l 
t.ho 110111 in l(11lz,,11lmch's hu.11dwrit.i11g- rnf111Ting- to "1l<•l1c1Llo s11rv1,il
l111w1•,1" whi!'l1 t.111• Fl\f stah•s wus SN1t. t.o 1.h11 ll111·1•1ui wit.h t.1111 Inst or 
t.lrn not.il'.t's--in<li<'ntcs t.hu.t. A!Jo&'IH'\' ( 11•111•.m I K11tz1•11h11d1 knew of Ute 
mic.ropho1111 snrrnill1rn1·11 hut. did 11,11 ol'<l1•r it. l111ltc1l. K11t.z1mh11rh, in 
1lcnyin~ n:ny knowltlllg11 of t.ho 111i<·ropho111•.s, point.c,I to two factors 
111it.i:;:1,t111g 11 g-1ii11st. t.h<1 lilwlihoo<l of his l111vi11!-( ]>l\rlllit.t.c,l t.hc survoil
lnncc t.o cont.innc 011<'11 k11r11in,:r of it: his rcicct.ion of 11 wird.11p on 
Dr. King's now honw in April l!l!i5, t.l"' focl'.thnt his hnnclwritt,,n not<1 
11rg-11<l cnut.ion in fnt·u.re survnillnncl\S, 1u11l I.hat. no microphone Sill'· 
voillancr.s wem cnrric,1 ont nft.er t.hc ,late oft.ho note."' 

Kat.zcrrbnch's position thron~hont his t.cst.imony before tho Commit
tee is best summnrize<l by a portion of a writ.I.en, sworn st11t.ement. t.lu1t 
he submitted at tho time of his public nppcnrance: 

These memorancln do not in<licato on their face the Bumnn 
sought any prior aut.horir.ntion, or st,ite nny rensons why it. 
wns not sought. They appcnr to present me with infornmtion 
after the fact nnd 1·equest no authority to perform similar 
surveillances in the future. I believe the Bureau knew full well 
that I would not. authorize.the surveillunees in question, not 
only because of t.he circumstances surrounding Dr. King, but 
pnrticulnrly bec1mse the bugs were to be plncecl in a .hotel 
room. Thnt is nmong the worst possible invasions of ~r1vncy 
nncl would demnnd tho strongest conceivnble justificn.t.10n. In
deed, I believe this posit.ion hnd been made clear in written 
memoranda to the Bureau rlnting back to tho 1050s, and I 
have n clear recollect.ion of being· critic1LI of the Buroau for 
inst.ailing a bug in the bedroom of 11. leading member of t.he 
llfafia. I renffirmed this position to the Bureau sometime in 
1065 or 1966, but. that renffirma.tion miiy hnvo postdu.tctl these 
memornncla. · ,. 

Finally, I cnnnot recnll 1i11y mmnornmln nt nny t.iine in.form
ing mo that the B11rn1rn had inst.nlled a tnp or n hug without. 

I -1cntzeuhnch.12/3/7U, Henrlngs, p. 2'l!l. Kntzcnhnch olso told the Commtth•e: 
"1\'fy cnlcmlnr does show U1nt. 011 thot clnt.e I hnd u mcetln,: nlonc with the D<-1mty 

I' Director or the CIA, l\Ir. l·Jclmx, which he hnll rrqnr.:-ttc«l the 1,rm1Ion~ nrtrrnoon. 
ThP m<"etlu~ wnR u hrlrt orw nud would h(' coni;;lidt•nt wlth n rNJ\ICHt hy tJu- CIA 
tor domestic 1:1111·vclllnn1.·rN hy t.hn }i'HT. 1 1·11r,•ly Rnw ?.Jr. lklnu, nlo1w, nml he 

! <lid on one or two occn~iouN mnkr Rll<'h n rt•,1urxt Hnt. 1 hn\'t~ no n•eol1N:tlcin or 
j tht! HnhJcct mnth•r o! thut. pnrfkulnr 11w<•ll11J.:" nud cn1111ot, thl\J'(•(ort• RHY Umt. lhlN 
I hnllllwrlt.trn noh.• ls n•lnh•tl to it." (Knl;wnh,n·h, 12/3/7ri, H~•nriuga, Jl, 2.11. ) 

110 l{ntzcnhnch, 121a11r,, IIt•nrln,-:s, p. 211. 

l 
"1 Kut~wnhllc:h, 11/12/70, JI[). 7tt- 7U. 
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m.ypriorn11tho1·iznt.io11. ,Vhilr:J aut.horhwd 1\fl'. llooH~rt.odo 1· \'. 'l'll1': 1-·nr's c,t,·von·r TO 1>1H<'1tRUJT uu. 1,1.,11'1'1N 1.l1-r11cu 1uso: 1un1 
so in cnwrg<·.ncy C'irt·umstunc<~S -in 1t 111emot·1tndmn w'ri tt.(m in 
t.1111 snnmrn1· of J!)(lfi, not only doe.s the. llfay m11mor111idmn pm- , /nt.rotl·1U"lion mul R11111.11wry 
clnt<' !.hilt 11nlhori,mt.ion, hnt. thorn is nothing in t.110 111mno- I In Decemlie.r l!Hi:I, ii meet.in/.( w,1s con\·i,m•tl nt. FBI lu:11\lq,1111}.t•rs to 
rnntl1L which ~11/.(r''~ls t.lmt. on nny of t.h(oSO OCCIL~ions WI\~ {.here I discnss v_11rions "1LVC\llll'.S of, 1~]']11"01\('h 11.lllll'll IL~ n1•ntmhzn11c h.111µ: IIS 
nn "cnrnrgi,ncy.' I• nrth1•1·, my cnl1111clnrs, wl11ch ILl"tl II\ t.]u, · nn efTed°JVII N,•gro Jen,lt•.r." I wo "'"''l<s Int·,,,-, I• II[ ngm1ls plltu!t·,1 th,• 
poss,,ssioti" or" t.l1t1 Co111111iU11c, indicnt,- my genernl nv11il- firnt microphone.sin Dr. Kin"'s hotol rooms in ,m "11tt.e111pt" !.o obt11in 
11bility"' t.o tho Bmenn on two occ,isions involving these / infoi~nntion ,ibout the pril'nt.r. "nct.ivit.ies of Dr. King nn,l his 11sso-
mcmomnd1t, ,uul my t .. tlll ,iv,Lilnhilit.y to tho Burenu on the [ cinws" so t.hnt Ur. King couhl be "compldely discredikcl." Tluit s,une 
third . Nor do I hnvo ,tny recollection t.lmt t.110 "emergency" I week the hen,! of the Domestic Intci'!Jiµ:encc Division recomnwruled 
pr·occdnro wns ovl'r invoiced by tho llurcnu during my term tho 1;rornotion of ii new "nnt,ionnl Negro l<•ncl<•r" who conltl "ov,•r-
111 oflice.. shn.dow Kin" mul be in th" position t.o ,issnmi, th<> rolo of t.hc lPn1h\r-

Ohvio11sly I do not bPliove t.llllt I mceivcd tl><•se momo· ' ship of the Nt!"ro people whon Kin•• hits been cmnplctely clisue,litNI." 
mnd,t. E,Jmdly obvious i~ t.hc fact thnt. if I initi,dml t.hom, I Tho l~DI's cJl"oit t.o cliscr,•.dit Dr.!Gng nllll to n111lerminc the SCLC 
nm mistn <en in my belit•f."" . involved plnns touching on virt.,mlly every ,ispcct .of Dr. l_(ing's li fe . 

.Althouglt 1tpp1trent.ly no rni<'rophonc.s were plnci,d in Dr. King's Tho FBI scrutinized Dr. King's tnx returns, momtorcd Ins fimincml 
hotel rooms n.fter tho Novemhor· 2!1, 19G5 "btw" at the Anwricu111t Hotel, alfairs nnd even tried to estn.blish thnt. lrn h1td n. secret. foreign lmnk 
tho J>omest.ic Intcllig<111ce Division did mit~I\ one further 1itt1>mpt t.o nccoun

1

t. Religions ktulers nnd insti tutions were contncte<l in nn <'ffort 
instnll n mirrophonc. A me111ornndnm from \Villinm S11lliv1ui to C1L1-t.lm t.o undermino tlH1ir s11ppo1t of him, nn<l 11n favornhle nmteri1tl wits 
llrLo,wh, t hen Assisl1u1t. to thr Dir<'cto1·, dnte,1,fonunry 21, l!)(iCi, st.,tfrs "lcnked" t.o Lho press. Burem1 oflicinls contu<'te.,l members of Congn·ss, 
t hnl. Sullivnn hn.tl nuthor·izl'd t hi, New York olli,·e to "hug" King's room 1mcl specinl "off t.ho record" tost.imouy wns prnpn.re.tl for tho Dire.do r's 
during nn nnticipnt.i,d t.ht·l>tHlny stny. Cly,fo Tolson wrot.o ncross th is use beforo the Ilousc Approprin.t.ions Commitfoc .. Effortfl wer,•. 11111,le 
m11111om11dum, "!!<,mm·" this surveillnnco nt once. 1/21," ,ind Hoover to turn \Vhitc Houso nnd ,Justice Depnrt.mcnt Oflicinls n.gllinst Dr. 
ll<ldccl his "ye~." Tolson 111ltled n i10te on the bottom of the memornn- Kin<> by bnrrnging them with unfovornble re.ports nnd, nccording to 
,!um, complnininµ:, "No one here np\irovcd this. I lmve told Sullivan one ~vitness, even offorin" to piny for n \Vhite Honse oflicinl ta.po 
1Lg1ti11 not. to institute n mike snrvei lnnc,• wit.hont the Director's itp- recordings that U1c Bure1171 consiclercd cmbnnnssing to King. 
provnl." Hoover wrote next to this conmw.nt., "Right .. ""' This clmptcr l'X11mi1ws not. only the Bnmm1's tdTort.s t.o tliscre,lit 1)1·. 

King, but. f.ho clrgrec to which oflicinl~ in nth<'r hrnnches of t.lm Govern
lllt'.nt. w,we responsil,lu for lhoso ndions. A fow 1nnnt.hs lmfom th11 F BI 
held its December l !>G:l confcnmco nt. which its progrnm ngninst Dr. 
King wns nppn.rently formulnted, the Director distributecl ii "mono
graph" nbont Dr. King to the heads of seveml Governmentnl ag-encics. 
Attorney Geneml Kennedy ordered it immedintely withdmwn. During 
the course of the followinl? yenr, the J<'BI sont Sl'vernl intellil?once. re
ports benring on Dr. King's private life to tho White House nncl ,Jus
tice Depnrtmcnt. Although government officinls outside the FRI were 
not nware of the extent of the FBI's efforts to discredit Dr. Ki ng, 
officinls of the Just.ice Department nnd of the White H ouse did know 
tlrnt the FBI lrnd offered tltpe recor,lings nnd clerogiitory informiition 
nbout Dr. King to rcportcrn. The Attorney Gen,•ml went no fortlll'.r 
t.hnn complnin ing to tho Presi,lcnt. nml nccepting n Ilmenu omcin l's 
reprcsentntion t.hnt the nlle.gntions wore not trul,. Presi,lcnt ,Tohnson 
not only failed to or<lor the Bnrcnu to stop, but inclcc,1 cnnt.ionecl it 
agninst denling with certnin reporters who hncl complnincd of its 

m Knlzt•nhn l'lt wroft~ (11 11 fooluolt't nHtc•rl~kc•tl utlt•r 1i111'4 rc•(r.rem·o to hlH ' 1f.!'Cll
c,rul nvullnhlllly": "l•'or l'o111111uutcntlnnN p111·1•nHr:i, It wns my (:<111!di,.t.c11t Jmtetke 
lo ht• mt't hy Unrcun ni:t•nb1 wht•ue,•or I truveled. In nddltlon, I ke11t the \Vhlt<' 
House 01•crntor lnfornh.•11 nt how to ren<'h me nt nil times. Iu the Jlrst occnslon, 
I le ft my ofllcc for u Olf,!'ht to Chlcni:o nt. 1 :30 J).m. nnd wns, n!-1 n prnctlcnl mntter, 
1m1nnllnl>te to tht! Hu rl'nn only during the two-hour flight. On tlw 1:.ecoml occn
Rlon, I left my ofliC'e nt 12 ::tr, -p.m. tor n one-hour tllc:ht to New York, nnd wns 
shullnrly unnvnlluhle only durini: the flli:ht. On the third occnRlou, I wn~ In my 
\Vnshlngton office nil l1ny, nnd tlrnH nlwnys ttvnllnble to the Durenu." 

"'Kntzenhnch, 12/:J/751 IIe:trlnJ,:'s, pp. 211-212. 
,u ~fomomnllmn from ,vm1nm Sulllvnn to Cnrthn DeLonch, 1/21/00. The 

Algnlflcnnee of thlA mernornntlum I~ unclcnr. Iloovcr'e nnd Tolson'R stron~ renctlons 
r,, Hnlllvnu'i:t n1)111·ovnl or n microphone on Kl11g·s room-nn nctlon which Hnllh•1m 
l11ul tnk<-11 se\'crnl tlnu.•H Uefort'--1111\Y 1111,·p hC"en tu rcA1w1m1c to thp 11t1ellcnte 
Hllr\'clllnnc<•~" wurnlng ot t ht• .Attorney Gt•nC"rnl, or nn ndllcd cnntlon In 111,:ht ot 
tlw J,oug Commltl<!C' l11vc.•!-lt.lgntlot1 Into clt>dronlc ~llr\'t'lllnnc.·t~. ('l"hc Lo11J.:' Cmn
mltt1•p lnvl!stlhatlou Js dhH·usst•tl 111 the• Co111mlttcc 8tnrr Itc11ort. nhont <>lt~ctroulc 
HtJr\'l'llln1we.) It ls 11c_,rJ11lJ1:-1 x!J,:"nlllc•nnt thnt on the Nn111e~ dny thnt '.l'olson ordered 
Xnlllvnu to remove the "bur,:" from Dr. IClng's hotC'l room. C. n. Dcf..oncl1 met 
with Renn tor Lon« nnd, nccoi·dlni:: ton memornndum by DeLonl'h, :;.iecured Sennt.or 
J,011,::-'x promb;e not to cnll nny li'HI wltnei;;~c~ to testify bf!fore hi~ Sul>commll:teti . 
l>r.J..rnt<:h':-1 ncc<mnt or thnt me,•ttui:: Ht.ulcs: · 

"While we hu,•e 11cntrnllzecl tJw t.hrt•nt ol ·helng emhnrrm:1se(1 hy the J...011~ R11h
,•mnmlfft•1•, W<' hnve not yc•t l'llmlnntN1 <'c!rtnln dfilli.!'l'rN which might hC' cn•ntt-cl 
n~ n r,·~ult or miws1m1wr t1res:·mr1• on Long. \Ve~ thcirHor,i 11111:-1t kC'<'Jl on top or 
thls i,1:lf1111tlo11 nt. nil tl11H's." ( l\Jc•mor11111lnm from C:. D. ])eJ.cmch •·1 f'.. Tol1-1011, 
1~1/HO. Ordt•rln~ Sntllvnu to rc•movC' tlw 111lc-rophonr. In Dr. Kin~ ... 1, ,t(•l room, 
whlc-h wo11Jt1 huvc• prm•,•11 t•x t n•uwly (•1Uln1r1·11N~lng Ir lt 111111 lJecn cllHcu, ,·rC'fl, 
1t1hd11 h1t vo ht•en one ot. 'l'obmn'H re>-11011SCH to D<?Lonch'H w11r11tng.) 

conduct. . : .. ··· :: . 

A . The /i'Bl Dis.,em.inates t lir. First !(ir,.q "Mo110.fJ1'flph" a11d Attorney 
Generol Kcn11edy Orde1·s It R1•rt1lled : Ortobrr 1.96:J 

On October l!i, rnc;:1, "\Villi1u11 Snllivnn forwnr1lt,il to Assistnnt. Di
rect.or Al,m Belmont for his 1tpprov11l 1t nwnog-rnph m1t.itfotl "Com11111-
nism nncl the Nl.'gro llfovtlment,-A Currtmt. Amtlysis." He proposed 
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thnt. it. ho clistri\mtc,1 to th,, Attorney G,mcml, the "'hit.I\ Honse, CI_A, 
Stat" 1lcpaitm,•!1t, Dcfc1rnc Dep111t:1i_1e11t., 11111\ ]l!,fousi, llcpart1111>nt. 111-
t,•lli/!'1111<·11 n;.:1·.m·u:s."" S111l1vn11 t.rs!IIH\11 tlrnt. the purposn of t.lw 1110110-
''T:tph wns to hditi(~l'l•.dit. l(in~." :rni 
'"' .11<'1111011!, s11l1111itte,l lho 111011ogmph to t.h" Director wit.h a not.11 
xt.n.t.i11~: -. 

Tho nt.t.iu·lwcl nnnlysi!-i of Conu1111nis111 1t1ul Um Nt~~ro 1uov,•.
ll\t'llf, is hi;.:hly cxpiosiv,•. Tt. Cllll IK> l'C/.:ILl'!lc,l llS IL Jl('.1'8011111 
111.t.,a·.k 011 J\l11r·1.i11 l,ut.lwr King. 'J'hnm is 110 douht-. ii: will h"v11 
IL il<'a\·y i111p11d, 011 t.lm At.t.onu>,y Gc1H\ml ,uul 1Lnyo110 els<> t.o 
whom Wl•.<lisst~minn.le .... 

Tiu-. 11wmo1·nncl11111 mn.kt•s J!Ornl 1·,•nclin~ n.nd is hnsl•tl on in
formnl·-ion front n•li1Lhlo so111·t.·PH. \\'" mu.y wnll Im drn.rgt\d, 
how,wt~1·, wil h l'X prt>s..<-;ing- opiu ions n.ucl eon,·.lusion!-i, l~!Lrl.ir.u
lnrly wit.h n•formu•.t, t.o so11w of Hw sl"1tlt•111tmt ... ~ al,out. h.1ng. 

'l'his llll\ll\Ol'IIIHl11111 nmy st ,irtfo tJm A Uorncy Cicm1rnl, JllU-
t ic11\11rly in view of his_j>11S(, nssor;i1Lt.ion_wit.h King, ll!Hl t.ho 
fad t.h1Lt. we nm <lissP111m11t.mg tlus ontsulo tho 1)op1irtnll'nt. 
lfo 11111y n•s1•11t this. N,w,•rt.hr.l<•,s~, t.ho mmnonuul11111 is 11 power
ful wn;·ni11;.: 11gninst Co1111111111ist infhll\llC!\ in t:h~ t;l<;gro 1110".c· 
1111>11t, nrnl w,, will ho cnnying out our rcspo11s1b1hty by <lis
scmi1rnti11g it to tho people indicated in tho attnchccl mmno
rnndum.111 

The monogrnph wn.s distribi1t.ed on October 18, 1963. One week Inter, 
tho Attorney General cnlled Courtn!'-Y Evn.ns and stated that he had 
just. learned t.lmt, t.he Army lmd received n copy of n report.about Dr. 
King's nllcgccl communist activities. Evans reported to l3clmont: 

He wn.s ol>viously irrittltetl. He wont on to ask if the Army 
got copies of nil reports snb_m_i~t<:d to him . •. . Th". Atto11!,0Y 
Genernl asked what rcspons1b1htics the Army had m relnt1on 
to the communist background of Martin Luther Kfng. I to!d 
the Attorney General .. . thnt tho Ann:y had an _mt.crest m 
communist nctivit.it's p:uticuhirly in rclilt!on ,to. rn~inl mnt.t.crs · 
hecnnso the milit,iry Juul to be <·111\c<l on 1f c1v_1l. 1hst11r!)":11.ccs 
nrisin" out. of such mntters went beyond t.he nb1lity of C1v1\mn 
nntho;itics. This explnnntion seemed to serve no purpose.218 

Director Hoover recorded in a memorandum of the same date: 

The Attorney Genern.l called ~nd advised ~e there was a lot 
of talk at the Penta"on regarding the document ..•. Tho At
torney Gcnr.rnl nnti~ipnt.ecl that this information would leak 
out as the military didn't like the Negroes. 
. The At.tornr.y Genern.l folt W<l should get hnck n.11 cories of 
tho document. I told him ... we would get them from nl agcn-

.,, Memornm1um trom. ,vuunm ,Snllivan to Ainu Relmont, .10/lG/03. 
'" Wllllnm Snlllvnn t~sth:iony, 11/1/W, p . 40. . 
117 Mrmorun<lnm from Alnn Belmont to CJydt~ T-0loon, 10/17/03. H,oovr.r wrot~ ln 

fht' mnrJ,:lu "'\Vt~ must <lo onr duty'' nml "l nm 1,:lnfl yon rf'C0,::1117.(' n't Inst thnt 
lht•r4, t•xiNlf' !-'1ld1 lufh1e•t1C't>." ~oplt·~ wprr. t-rnt. to the Attnr1u•y f:Nt('n11, 1'11<' \Vhit(' 
Uomw, llw Kc•cr••tnrr or Xlnh•, 1111• J>lrt•<·l·m· of Ct•1ttrnJ [uldll~t•nc<>, 1,iu~ ~1\c:rt•·Jnry 
or lh•ft•Jl:,.ll', lht\ l>il"l't:lnr or Nnvnl ]111<.•lll~l'UCf', tlw Army AH:-.IHtnnt ( hlt•f or "~t.ucr 
for l11l('llli.:,•1u·1~. nncl Htt• Jll'pnr~nwnt. of R11rcinl lnv(':,.t:l~ntion~J)f :rht> Air 11 or,~c. 

11• I\h.•uwrmuhuH from f'ourt nl'y Nvnn:-. to Alnn nclmont, l0/ ... ,1/Ga. . 
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cics to which t.hoy "'"I'<' ,lisscminnt.ed ..• , I 11\so told .him if nny 
newspn.pmo nskt,d nhm1(·. this, no comm~nt wonhl he m111lc nn<l 
no mention would lie nuule t.lult snch IL <locnmm1t. exist.1><1.210 

All copies wero rccovl'rcd by Od.ohcr 2/l. 
.Bnrlw Jlfarslrnll, A!;Sisl.n.nt. Att.onu,y Ge,rnral in chnrg<> o'f t.111, Civil 

Rights Division under Holi(•rt K<>nnc·tly, tolrl t.ho Co1111r1itkc that tho 
monogmph W<lS: 

IL JHWSOl\lli ,lint.rilm , , , ll JWl'SOIIIII 1Lf.t11ck wit.hont uvi<l<•n
t:inry support on tlu, ~.hnnu,t"r, th" mor1tl chnrnd.tu- n11J 
pr.rson of Dr. 111111'1.in Luth!'r Ki11g, 1111<1 it. wns only p,•riphcr
nlly rdnt.c<I t<> 1111ylhi11g s11hst.1111t.iv<', Iii«• whd.lH'r <H' not. t.Ju11·,• 
WfL~ <·ounnuni:..t. i11fill.1·nt.io11 or infhwnt'<' on t.h,• ci,•il l'i;.dits 
u1ov1,111,•11t.' ' ' (t. \\'IIH II \H\J'SOlllll t1ll11l'k Oil 1111' 1111111 1111<1 \\'Cllt, 

for alield from 1.111, clml'/!<'S [of po!;Siblo <'01111111u1ist. 
inflncn<·~]. 220 

llforsh:tll l'CC1tlk<l thn.t Im h,ul b<>cn vcry "irrit.ntc,1" nhont t.l1c 1110110-
,::rnph nncl thnt the At.tornr.y Gcnl\ral luld "t.hought. it wns out.mg,•ous." 
Ho rc1110111\11,r(l(I t.hnt: t.lu, Att.ornoy <lmicrnl hlLcl ordc1wl t.ln1 mono
grnph withdrnwn, but <lid not, know i'f thr. At.t.orncy Gcncml ll!ld taken 
any fu1thcr stops to 1·ern·imnnd the Bureau."' 

B. The F Bl Plans lt.y On.mpa.ign 7'o IH8rredit 1>1·. Kin.g: Der.r.m.ber 23, 
1963 · 

On December 23, 1!)63, n nine-hour confcrc.mcc .was held nt FI3I 
hcadq111u'l.c1·R to discuss Martin Luther King. In nttcndnuce w,•rn As
sist.nut Director Sullivan, Intcrnnl Security Sl,ction Chief Frederick 
Bnum~nrdner, three other FBI headquarters officials, and two ngent.s 
from tl10 FBI's Atlanta Field Office. 

A prepared list of twenty-one pro(>OSnls was presented and dis
cussed. The proposnls r:iiserl the possibility of "using-" ministe1-s, 11(lis
gruntled" ncqunintnnces, "ng,::re.ssive" newsnwn, "colorr{I" ngcnt.s, Dr. 
King's honsekecpe1·, n.nd r.1·e11 sngg,,st~d using D1·. Kinl!'s wifo or 
"pln.cing n good looking fomale plnnt in King's office." m An 
account of tho meeting written by Willinm Sullivan emphasized that 
tho Burenu must take a "discreet approach" in developing informn
tion about Dr. King for uso "at nn opportune t.imo in a counterintclli-

n• i.remornn<lnm from J. Ed~r Hoo,•er to Clyde Tolson, Alan Relruont, John 
Mohr, Cnrthn DeLonch, Alex Rosen, nnd Wllllnru Sulllvnn, 10/2fi/63. 

"'Burke Mnrshnll te•tlmony, 3/3/7G, p. 3~. Corl T. Rownn, then Director o! 
USIA, wn:, E.cnt a COJlY or the mo11ogrn11h. In n ncwHpu11'er ortlclc ln 1000, Rownn 
wrote, 11 (p)erhn11s this in the time for me to ren\nl thnt I hn\'c rcncl the },RI 
reports ~nsr<l on elcctroulc surveillance or the lntc Nobel Prize-winner. J know 
how much <llrt the FBI hns ,111,: up. nntl 00 tit•rcent or Jt ts hnrn-yurd gossl[l thnt 
hns nothing to do wtt.h 'lntcrnnl security' or 'Mnrxlst lnOucnccs.'" (Carl T. 
Rownn, "FBI ,von't Tnlk About Addltlonnl Wlrfi'tn1>plnge," The Wmdllngton 
D.C. l~venlng Stnr, 0/20/00, p. A-13) 

Ht MnrNhnll -te1d.lmouy, 3/3/70, Jl. 8·J.. 
2:22 l:i"'Ill work p:1pcr, 11 Qm~Rtlnnx 'l'o lh~ F.xplorrll nt Omtrrcnce 12/23/0.:l re: 

C:onunnnl~t InUn',•nct.• In llndnl Mnltt.•r.,i." 
Tlw llnrenn KHhAt'(lncutJ:i conHldrm.'11 t.he JHU.Hlhlllty oC ,::d.tlni; netrnlt. :pollCl"

mcn to rule.I. Dr. l{lnj!'e hotel room in Murch 10\rl nml kC'J1t. nhrroat of 1hc Mlnml 
police force'R J)lnntt to rnl<l Dr. I~"lnJfH hot.<•I room In 10f.Cl (Unsl,:-1H'tl Rnrf'n1t 

I mcmornmlmn, 11 I!"or 'l'r.l<"1,1tonlc llrit•fiug of Dc~t.roit Ofilcr. ;" Airtel, Mlnmi Office to 
I Director, FBI, 6/23/60) . . 

:~\,:'"•<~,.,,.,,,,,< ',,,-,~-.~.,,,,_,,,...<h•<>,.-,-,.•.-.,~·= c"'-~·"'"""""""""""""-''""'_.,..,~\\"-<',;,<:""-!e l\~~ •. '1 . .• ·: .... t ... ll./,(C. .. !.!~$':~,,.,,,, , ,,.,~~S'!. ,!, .. <).( ; /.,,~<•., .. ,~).~,.,.,~!.,:i.S.'-1"(""'~=,;,,."'~'·'""'·"''""'"'','1,,<,"',C""'''"''"'''.<,S'.<!,,,.,,:"S,,s,co, .. 
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. meticulous, pl11nning, boldness, ,uid ingenuity, leu,pcrnd only with Mr. Sur.1,1vAN. Tlrnt would lx1 n con"ct tfodnction.'" 
goo. d judgment," but t.hut. "discrct.ion must not. rcnch tho 1>oi11t of / 
timidity." m Sulliv,m testified· t.lrnt the phtns formuhlt"d 11t Urn December ~4, 

Sullivnn's mcmor,u1<lun, reported thnt, the following decisions wore I 1B6:I 1Ueetiug were in ncconl with "Mr. l loov1w's policy.""" Aft,•.r 
mude nttho conference: · rnvi,l\ving tho nu1111ornnd11, Snllivnn clllphnsizecl, 

(1) \Vo must determine nnd check out ,ill of the employees I w,int to muke this clenr, this is not 1111 isolnt.ed J>henomcnon, 
of the SCLC. t.hnt this w,is ll pmct.ic1! of the Burcnu clown throu~h t,he 

(2) \Ve must locnte i,iid monitor the funds of the SCLC. I yenrs. I might sny it often becmn<' n renl chamcter assassiim-
(:l) \Ve must identify ,uid check out tho sources who con- I t.ion."' 

tribute to the SCLC. . . ' Sullivan wos nsked by tho Committ,,e whet.her he ·or uny other Clll-
(4) \V:c .n!ust continue to hep close watch on King's per- I ployccs of the llm·enu ever objected to using these tnctics. Sullivun 

soiuil 1lct1v1tics. , responded: 
(5) \Ve will, at tho propt!r time when it cnn bo dono with- Not to my rocolleotion ... I wus not ren<ly at thut time to 

out emb1trrnssmcnt to U10 llure,m, expose King ns an op- collide with him. Everyoody in tho Division went right ulong 
portunist who is not n sincere person bnt is exploiting the with Hoover's policy. I do not rcc1Lll anybody ever raising 
rncinl sitnntiou for pcrsonnl g1tin. a question. 

(G) We will explom th!I ))<)ssibility of utilizing additionnl .. .. never once did I henr nnyho<ly, including myself, 
spcci,d izcd invPsttgntivi, k.chniqm•s at tlm SCLC ollicll. misc tho question, is this com"Sli of 11.ct.ion which wo luiv" 

Sullivnn described t.he purpost1of the meeting as 1igreed upon l,iwful, is it lcgnl, is it 11thic1LI or morn!? \V11 
To exploro how best to cnrry 011 our investig1ttion to pro- never g,ivo m1y thought to this realm of rcnsoning, br.cnuso 
duce the dcsil'l'.d results without ,m,barrussmcnt to the llu- wo wercJ·ust naturally prngmntists. Tho one thing wo were 
renu. Included in our discussion wns n complete annlysis of concerne aoout will t.his course of action work, will it get 
tho avenues of appro,ich nimcd nt neut.ralizing King ns an cf- us what we want, will we rr.1tch the ohjcctiV<' thnt we desire 
frctivc Negro li,1lclcr 1U1cl developing evidence concerning to ren.ch W 
ll':ing-'s cont.inned cfopen,lc,nco 011 ,•.onmumist.q for gnidnnce As far as leg,ilit.y is concemecl, 111or1ils or cl.hies, wns never 
,uul direction.'" raised hy mysolf or 1U1y,l,otly <'lse .. . . T think th is sn~gt•-sts 

really in govern111ei1t wo ,iro nmoml.2'" 
P,·ecisely what prompted the llureau to decide upon this drnstic 

now npprouch is still unclear. On Decem'bcr 29, 1963, less than a week iifter tho FBI conforcncc, 
\Villiam Sullivan wns nskcd by the Committee whether tactics, such Time mngazine chose Dr. King ns the "!\fan of the Y11nr," clcscrihin~ 

ns plucin~ female "pl1tnts," were common -prnctices of the FBI. Snlli- him f16 the "1mchallenged voice of the Negro people ... [who] hns 
vnn testified that they were: infused tho Negroes themselves with the fiber tlmt gives their revolu

tion its true stature." " 0
. Hoover wrote ucross tho memornndum in-

common practice nmong intelligence sorvices nil over the forming him of this honor; "They lmd to dig deep in the gnrhnge 
world. This is not ,m isofated phenomenon .... This is a to como up with this one." 20• 

common prnctic~, rough, tough, dirty business. W•hether we 
should be in it or not, t.Jrnt is for you folks to decide. \Ve 1tre 
in it .... No holds were bnrred. \Ve havo used tlmt technique 
1tg1tinst. Soviet agents. They hnve used it 1tg1iinst us. 

QueKtwn. T'hc s,um, methods wore brought home? 
Mr. Sm.r,IVAN. Brought homo 1ig1tins"t ,my orgnnizn.tion 

ng,iinst whioh we were · tnrge.t,,d. We did not dilfcrentiut.e. 
This is a rough, tough business. 

Senator MoNDAf,E. \Vonld it be safe to Sliy that the. tech
niques we lcnrncd in fighting ... true espionnge in ·world 

t::a Memornn<lnni from Wllllnm 8ulllvnn to Alnn Rclmont, 12/24/03. Six monthR 
lnh•r, lu A11rll lnfl-J, l1'Bl lwnclqnnrf<•rH wu~ Rtlll lnktrnctlnc- ni;:~ntR In the flelcl to 
"continue to i:nllu~r lnfnrmnUou l'Ont'crnlug JCtni:'H JH!rHonnl nctlvltll'~ .. . In 
ordE>r thnt we mny comlllfor trnlng t:hlH lntormnllou nt nn op1,ortune time in n 
counterh1t<.'lll~c11cc move to <llscrecl lt him" nml to comddcr the po~rnlbl1lt.y ot 
Hutlllzlng eontrncte in the news media fichJ." (Momornnllum from FBI Director 
to Atlnntn Office, April 1, 1004) 

"'' Sulllvnn memornndum, 12/24/0S. 

(J. WilUa1n Sulli-van p,·opo.,ea n. plan to prom.ote a. new ne.gro leader: 
Ja111i.ary 1964 

On Jn.mmry G, 1964-about two weeks after the FBI's conference 
to pl,n,n methods of "noutrnlizing" Dr. King's influence nnd to gntlmr 
informntion nbout D. King's personnl li fe-tho FBI instull~cl the 
microphone in Dr_ King's room ,it the Willnrcl Hotel. As cxplaine<I 
in the preceding chupter, ,idditional microphones ··soon -· f!)llowcd; 

"'Snlllvnn, 11/1/7G, p. 07. 
"'Sutllvnu, 11/1/75, p. 8.~. 
""Sullivan, 11/1/7», JI. 87; 
"'~nlllvnn. 11/1/7», 111>. 02-lln. 
n• Unit«! PreR!i Internntlonnl rt'lenee, 12/20/03, rcgnr<llni; 1/3/64 Time cover 

etory. 
'" UPI relcnsc, 12/20/03. 
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physic,tl nn,l photogmphi('. su1·n•.illn1wi, wns inlt.inh•,l; sp,wiiil 
J fp111lq11arters "bri,din~s" \\'t' IT'- lwl,1; "dry 1·11ns.·~ Wet'l\ planned; 
n111l the most sophist.irntc,l 111111 expcri1•.JH'<'<l l\11n•m1 personnel wer,•. 
d1•ploy1•.d lo 1-(alhi,r i11fom111tion llrnt. might. lm use,! in It concerlecl 
,•ffort to ,l,•sl.ro_y l>r. H:inl-('s i11fl111,111·1• .. 

Two cl,iys ,iffor 1.!11\ i11sl.11 ll11f.ion of Nm "'illitnl I lofol 111icropho1ll'.s, 
A,;sist.1111t. DirP1·,lor "'illinn1 :-i111liva11 prnposcd ,(.1111'1 1-IUI !•' Bl sd1•.d. 
ll )Hnl' "111tf,io111tl NA·l-(l'O lni11ler'' llS Dr. King-'s SJH'Cessor. In prnposi ng t.hc 
pli,l1, ·sullivnn st.ntud: . 

It, shoul,l ho clenr to nil of us· that. Marl.in Lui.her King 
11111st., nt. so11111 propitious poinl·. in ,tho fuf.um, hll 1·1w,•.1t1".l to 
,t.lm [ll\o\>l,•. of this count.ry a11cl to his N<'-1!1'<> followm'S nH 
ht•in~ w rn.t. lw. nd.unlly is-11, f1,u11d . dm11ng-og11n n.ntl ~<·.011nd1·"]. 
" ' 111•11 1111• lrn1• fn..ts 1·01w1•.rni11g his 111·.lirili<'s 1tn, Jll'<'Sl'llh·cl, 
snch shoulil l.m 1•11011gh, iJ hnmllc,l prnperly, f.o hdw him off 
his pr.,lrslnl nud -to re1l11cc hi111 co111pktd_y ill influi,m·e. ,vtu,11 
t.h is is done, nncl it 1·1111 lm 1111cl will hi, 1lmll', 1ihri11usly 111111-h 
confusion will rPil-(n, pnrt.icnliirly n111on/-( t.hc NP-/-(l'O pcoph• .. 
. . . Tlw N1•1-(1·1x·s will bi, ll'ft without. It nnt.imml IP.ncli,r of 
s110ici,•.111.ly co111pdliug personalif.y to stc1w (.hem in tJ11, propm· 
,limetion. This is whnt. <'Ould happen, b11t, mw.,l not hit[>[)en 
if flw ril-(ht kind of n 1rnl ional N1•.i.:ro lrn,der coul,l ,il -I.his 
ti111c ·he 1-(1':Hlnally 1lcvdopcd so ns to overshadow lk King 
and ho -in -the position fo nssn111e thc role of the lendershi1, 
of the Negro people when King has been completely dis-
crr,d1tccl. · 

For sorn~. mont.hs I have heen thinking about this mnt.tcr. 
One clny I hn<l an opportunity to explore this from n philo
sophicul and sociolog-1cnl stnndpoint with [,m ncqunintance] 
whom I hav11 known for some years . ... I asked [him] to 
give tho matter some nttention uncl if he knew nny Negro of 
outstanding intelligence nncl ability to let me know nnd we 
wonlcl hnve a discussion . [He] hus submitted to me the name 
of the ubo1·e-capti01wd person. Enclosed with this memoran
dum is an outline of [the person's] \Jiography which is truly 
1·cmnrkable for 11 man so young. On scanning this biogmphy, 
it will 'ho seen that. [he] docs lrnve 1111 t.he qualifications of the 
kind of a Negrn I have in mind to ndvance to positions of n,i
tional leadership .... 

If t.his thing cnn be set up properly wit.l1out the Tiureiiu in 
nny wiiy l)(\Coming dirPctly involved, I think it would be not 
only a i.:rcnt help to the FBI but would be n fine thing for 

· tho <·ountry nt larg<,. Whilc I am not specifying at this 
moment, thci·c arc v»rious ways in which the FBI could give 
t.his entire mnHer the prope1· direction nnd development. 
There nri, highly pliicNI contnct.s of the FBI who might. b1\ 
very helpful t.o fort.her such n step. These cnn be discusse,l in 
,kt.nil lati,r when I l11ll'c probed more fnlly into t.ho 

possibilities"' 

,vlll'u 8ullivan w11s shown this m,•monmdum hy the Con11nitt<•.e, he 
tcstil ic,l : 

Elt Mt•nun·1u1tlum from W111inm Sullivnn to Ainu Hclmont, 1/8/04. 
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I'm ,·~r.v pro11d of I hiH m1•morn1Hl11111, one of I.he best mcm
ornnda I i,1·cr wrote. l think hern I wns showing some con
c<11·11 for the Munt.ry."' 

S11lliv1rn soul-(hl t.Jrn Diredor's npprovnl "to explore this wholr. rn11t.-
lcr in p:rcnlcr dcti1il ." The Din•dor noti,<l his own "o.k." nm! 1ulcli,1l: 

I 11111 1,:l1ul to sci, tlrnt "lil-(hf.'' hns fiirnlly, though disnmlly 
1leJ1tye<l, come to the Domr_,t.ic Int .. Div. I strugglcil for 
111011i hs to 1-(l't, ov<•r tlu, fnct t hut. the communists w<'.r<'· t.nking
ovcr tho mci1d 111ovcmi,11t. but otu· experts hero couldn't, or 
" ·ouliln't. sec it."' 

His 1111c<•.rt11i11 wlu,th1\I' t h11 FBT t,x,k s t.cps t.o i111pli.,111ent S11lliv1111's 
plm1. Tim FBI fil,·H ,·.011t1ti11 11<111ddit.ional 111c111onuuli1 on tlw sul1j1wt. 
Th.11 su,·,·i,ssor for l>r. Kini-( 111·opos<·d i11 Sull ivn11 's 1111•111orn1ulum hns 
t.ol<l I.ho Committi,e t.luit Im wns nc1·1·1· 1·ontactNl hy th,, FBl, and t.hnt 
he 11·11s not. 111,·nrn of the FBl's plans for him or of any nt.templs by the 
FBI t.o prnmoti, him ns n cil'il ri/!hts Jcaclcr."' 

!>. Fill 1/cadqu,u,fr.r., Ordm·s the Fi,ld Ofjir.l',, 1'0 !ntM1sify Effoi•/8 
/.o J)i,,,:rctlit /Jr. !Ci·ng: April-Auqu.,/. lfJfi4 

On April 1, 1964, in rc,sponsc .to ti snggcst.ion from t.hc. At.!itntn ticl,l 
oflico for nnot.her conference in ,vnshington to pliin strnt.P.1-(Y 111-:ainst, 
Dr. King, FBI HcJl,(lqunrtcrs ·ordercd the Atlnnta 1uHl NCI,. York 
offices to: 

give the matt.er of instant innstigntion tl thorongh nnnlysis 
with 11 vic,v towiird s11gge,5ting new ,i1·cnncs of investigation 
nncl intensification in nrens ttlrnady being explored. Beiir in 
mind tho main goals of this matter; nrumely, determinin" the 
extent of the communist. infhience in rncinl matters and t,tl<:ing 
such action .as is appropriate to ne1ttralize 01· completely <lis
credit the effectiv-ness of M a.1·tin Luthei· /(i11g , Jr., as a. Negro 
lea.der . . .. "' [Emplrnsis ncldccl.] 

Hemlquarters listed several -arL"tlS " having potcnti,al for further 
inquiry": 

possibilities of anonymous source contacts, J?Ossibilit.ics of uti
lizinO' cont.nets in the news media field; mitiating disc.reet 
checks reliitive to developing hMkgrouncl infol'lnntion on 
employees of the Southern Christ.illn Lendcrship Conforcncc 
(SCLC); ·remnini11g nh•rt to. the possi'bilit.y of c1tpitnli1.in!( 
on -any disgruntled SCLC employee; tlrn possibility of de
veloping inforination concemin!( any fiimncial den.lings of 
Kin~ which mny bo illegal; arnl the- ,lcvclopment of sub
versive information pertnining to SCLC employees.'" 

Tho Atlanta Office responclecl wit.h scvcml iclens for "how the ef
fectiveness of Kini-( cnn be nent.ralizc,l or discredited."' 

=•f;ulllrnn, ll/1/7r., (). 14!1. 
El.l 811Uh·1t11 IIU'lllOfUJHlmu, l/8/fl.l. . 
s:,' -Sl nfi' lntcirvlC!w, l.1/17/7fi. '£,Ills 1101:t• 11)' .l)lrl'ctor Jloovf'r shonlll hr nnd In lh:ht 

of his "f('ml" with the Domestic Inh·Ili~rm·r lUvlsiou rll•scrlht'<l Jlp . .104 t•t. ~. 
!\ ::m l\Tr'lllornnclum from nirf'dor, li'Hf to ~AC Atlnntn, 4/1/(H. 

:u lJlrt.id .or, I1'JU 111(•111or111ul111n. •J/.1/t;,I,. l 111 Memorn.ndum from SAC, Atluntn to lfrndqunrten:11 4/14/04, r>. ll. 

~~"~"r~.':'lli~~ ... ,._..~~,... .. ~~,,..~u,..., ;q:~+. .:;t.,W111'# ¥.("l•t~"l--r: t~...,l"l~'¥'r.'l:~"'~l'-:t1:i~e,'!~~~l.,..el\r.~ .. l~..,,,-.;J..~i!~~~~,i:i,~~~~,.oi~'l\."'i,1~;,rf.~&~~h~~., .. .1".",c;~1,~;tt~"::-:!'!.ti~~~ ... !:'!.'~'!. .. :i.t ... ~ .. ~-~..-:,t,.,mr:; .. ,.~ o .;•"""'' .. 
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·····}.{~\:}1 -Determining whether 1i "rift" wns dcveloniiw bctwcmt Dr. King I tm-s. Ohviously, wo Ill'!\ not S('c11rin:,: 1111 the info1·111alim1 tl11tt 

':.'.'
·.·,,··,:.·.:',··:''. :(;;,;:J,{:.·:.'.'.·:,: ... · ·:,: ' nn_cl !toy 'Wilkins, hend of !.ho NAACP, nnd ff s~. using newsp,Lpcrs lit l: 1::;t:~:::,~.:r1·:'.1:.;cl·~:'.;/::,

1
•e S('Ctl n·d. Our ,·ov,•ra:,:,·, t lll'l'l' fon•, 

: . • frrnntlly t.o the B11m1tn t.o "foml pcrt.incnt; snbversivo connect.ions ,uul 
1 ·'/ (fonlingsof King to 'Wilkins." \Vit.h respect. tot.he Nl\w York ofli<'(,'s ('ondusions 11ho11t n ci,·il rights 

1 -"Furnishing to friendly ncwsp1tpors on nn 1mony111011s bnsis, cer- j ·Jendcr und nssocint(I of Dr. King, who wns nlso nnd(•r dos,•. l\11n>n11 
t,1in specific lmuls wh1,rc he mny (lcvelo\1 t.ho 11cccss:1ry tint.it so thnt scrutiny for ,dl(•:,!;C(l "snl,v1,rsiv1," t.i(•s, I h" Dir(•ctor wrot(,: 

l 

I 
l 

ho nuLy furth,ir writo crit.ic,LI news stories.' Tho Bun,nn (i<)('s not n:,:n•c with thi, 1,xpn•sscd 1,1,lid of th,• 
-"Discreetly investigate tho background of twolve key (SCJ,C) New York oflicc thul [ J is 110t. sy 111 pnthetic to the l'urt.y 

cmployc0S tmd 1tssocintes in ·1m cffot·t to obt,Lin some wmLkncss th11t cnnse. \\'hilo tlumi 11111y no~; be 1111y direct evi<lern:., thnt 
couhl ho used for countcr-intollii;onco nctivitics." [ . ] is 11 comnllmist, m,it.lwr is t.lH•m nny snbstnntinl l'\'i-

-"Inject.ion of false info1q111Lt1on with cod,1Lin discontontcd (SCLC) deuce thnt Jw is 1111 t.i,·on,munist."' 
employees." . 

-Sending letters to SCLC's finnncittl donors, written on SCLC stn
t.ionory fabricatc<l in the FBI laboratory nnd bcmring Dr. King's sigmt
ture, ndvisin; the donors that the IRS wns checking SCLC's tax 
records. "It 1s belicvccl th1Lt such n letter of this typo from SCLC 
may en.use considern.ble concern n.nd elimim~to futurn contributions." 

- Placing n pretext c,111 to nn SCLC. creditor to impress him with 
the "financi,Ll plight" of the SCLC so thn.t he "mn.y be incited into 
collection efforts." 

-~xmnining Dr. King's checking nccounts nnd creel it c1Lrd 11cco1111ts 
to develop information a Lout his fin1mci11l affnirs. 

-Mnking n. survey to <lctormine whether to inst11ll a "tmsh cover" 
of the SCLC ollico in Atlnnta."" 

Tho Atlanta oflico 11,lso nssnred tho Bureau thnt it would continno 
to explore the possibility of tcclmical covcmge of nn AtliLnta npart
ment frequently used hy I>r. King, ,dthongh coverngo would involv" 
s11v1•.rnl s,~:11rit:y prohlNns."" 

i:-ihort.ll, 11ft.er tlrnso propos1ds w111·11 suhmit.t . .,d, t.1111 ])imct.or 1·.x· 
prcss~d ' .tho. 1_Jur~1LU's gn~t.it11.cle" to the Atlnnta 11gents for theit· "ag
gressive u11agm11t10n lookmg townrd moro tLlld better ways of meetin" 
tho problems involved" in tho-investigntion."' "'· 

Tho New York oflico.submitted only IL few new suggestions, usscrt
ini,'5 that "It is felt thn.t [our] covcmgc is ndcqunte.""' To this th" 
D1rqQtov l'ftplicd : 

The Bureau cannot 11dj11dge as ndeq,mtc any covcra"e which 
docs not positively .provide to the Hurenu 100 perco~t of the 
intelligence relating to the communist influence in rncinl mnt-

"'SAO, Atlnntn memornndum, 4/H/M. 
1:11 'l'hc l1'DI overcnme slmllnr security problcm8 In another city whero hotel 

room covernge ot Dr. Klni,-: wns de81rc.•l\ by f4U1>I>1Ylng 1'lcn<l" lnlonnntlou to 
newsmen "ln order that tJwy might lletermlnc It they could develop sufilcient 
fntts to cnn~ nn expose or Klug." . 

110 Memorandum from Director, FBI to SAC, Atlnntn, 4/24/04. The Domestic 
Jntelll,:ence Division ultlmntely approved tnklng r,rellmlnnry eteJ)s tor J)Oselble 
noouymous mailings to the nt!wtnnnn nnd to Install coverucc on nny new npart
ments thnt King might lensc. The other su,:;-i.:c..o;;tlone were rejcctc<l hecnus~. th(!y 
did "n'?t n11p('1tr <lcslrnble nm1/or fc.>m:1ll>lc for direct uctlou hy tht! nnrt.•nu ut thlit 
time." (Mcmorntulum trow l•'rcclcrlck Unnm,:;nrt.lncr to ,v1111i1m Sulllvau, 5/U/U4. ) 

"'Mem01·1mt.lum from SAC, New York to Dlrtictor, }"BI, 4/l•l/04, p. 2. 1.'Jw~c 
ang~cNtlon:-J t..•:u,cntl11Hy lnchul1-<1 lncrcn~lng coveru,;o o! t.lw New Yori< 8CLC otHt.·t• 
,uul Hcindlng un unonymou~ lt•tllir to u tllsn.rrcctctl SCIA..: e111ploy,:o 0 to cnusc t1l~
ru11tlon In the Nt•w York omcc." 'l'hci uuouymnu:i \cltcr wns ultlmntcly mnllcd. 
(Memornndum !rom Director, ~·nJ, to SAC, New Yorlc, 4/20/64.) 

S111·1irisin1,:ly, the B11nm11 ,lid 1_10! !\Ven co1111111•nt. on, the st11!<'111e.11t 
of tho New York oflico t.lu1t Adviser A wns "not now 11111lcr Cl' ,hs
ciplino iri t.ho civil rights lield.""' 

In ,June 1!)64 11 sp1~ci11l unit w11S cstnblish1,d in the Durenu's Internnl 
Security Sect.ion to hnndle exclusively "the over-ull problem of com
munist penetration with the rncinl move111e11t." '" The mcmomnclum 
justifying the specinl 11nit pointed out: tint!, "urgency for the Fl.II to 
'st.n.y 11.hc1ul' of the sitn.ut.ion is ti!•d to pmuling civil ri:,:hts fo~islntion 
mu! foresc,.,nhlc rnmiti,·utions arising out. of tlm compl,•x polit1cnl situ, 
ntions in 1Ln 1,l.,ct.ion yMr whero civil' rights 111111 soci,11 dist 11rh11n1·(•S will 
pl,Ly II key role in cnn,paign efforts mul possihle cl.,!'tio11 rcsnlt.s." " 0 

In A,wust the Burenu issncd new instructions directing the lielcl "to 
brondc11°it.s dforts rcluting to comn111nist. influences i'n the rncinl 
fielu." "' Th,•. term "communist," th,~ fielcl was told, "shonl,l be mtcr
p1·!\l.1\ll in its I.H'ondest. st•11s(111s inch11li11g pc.1-,;ons not. only 11<llll'ring to 
th11 pri1wiplt·s of tlu, Cl'lTSA its~H, hut. nlso t,i snch splinter n1ul olT
shoot ;.!l 'OlllHi ns t.1w Sodnlist, ,vorkt·rs Party, Pro:,!l't•ssh·t~ Lnbor nnd 
the like.""" The Director pointed out: 

·The news me,liu of recent. months mirror the civil rights 
issue ns probal.Jly the number one donwst.ic issnc in tho politi
cnl spcctrnm. There arc clenr nnd 11nmist11knblc si:,:ns that we 
11rc in the midst of n social revolution with the rnciu 1 move
ment ns it.~ core. The Iluren.u, in 111,•eting its responsibilit.ics in 
this 11.rc11, is nn inll'l{l'lll purt of this revolution .... ''° 

Tho Spccinl Unit t.ha.t hnd been established in ,Tune was 11111dc n per-
m,u1eht unit.. · 

m Memorundmn trom Director. JlBI, to RAC, Nc-w York, 4/2-'/H-1. 
m Director, }"Bl mc11101·1mU11m, 4/:?4/04, IJ. 2. 
:m SAO, New Yori< mcmornrnlmn, ·1/1·1/(H. A clctnllt•tl, comprt•hc11tdYt•, 10:t-1mi:t• 

lnt.ernnl Ill-11dqu11rtcrs working pnpcr, rnflth'i.l ··eommnnlst J•11rty, {18.\ , ~,·..:ro 
QueHtlon CommunlAt I11tltll'nCe In ltnclol Mnttcrs," dnted Aprll 17, lUU.t, luclrnh•11 
14 1m,;es

1 

dentin,; Holdy with A<h·hmr A, Jmt df>C'M not .{n~·lmle the luformutlo11 
recch·ed trom New Yori< just. two week~ earlier that A<.h'h:U:•r -~\ ''l!i not now 
muter Cl1' disciplhw In the d\•ll rh.:ht:i fiC'l<J." · 

2~ Um:li.:nell l1'Bl l\lcmonuulnm. Afl1lcncl11111 hy h1s11('(·tlo11 J)lvl:,4!011, tl/ 4/U·t 
m l\lP111or:1111Jm11 from J•'rcdt•rl<'I, Bnum~nt'tllll'r to Wlllinm H1111lvnn 1 5/:!0/0.1, 

11tl<kndnm by Imq1<'Cllo11 J>ivlslon, p. 1. · 
:m Mcmom11<111m from 1''r('(Jcrlck lluumi.:nr<lm•r tu ,vm1n111 Hulllvnu, 8/!!!i/0.1. 
1 "' Mcmorn111J11111 fr11111 JHn"<:tor, Ii'Bl, to :-iAC, Athrntn, H/:!K/lj,1, 11. H. 
"'Director, 111IH mcmorun<lum, H/1.8/(H, l'P· 1-2. 
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E'. Slt!J'·' Taken by the FIii in J!J6.',. to Di.ycrctfit Dr. l(ing 

Thl' FBf's prO/.(l"lllll lO "ncnf rn lizo" l\•forf in Lnt.hor King OH t.lw foncfor 
of I.Im ci 1•il ril-(hls n1ovcn1cnt. W(•nt. fnr u(1yon1l t.lll\ pl1111ni11g nncl <·.ollcc-
1.ion st.111-:c,, Tho Cm11111iUi,11 lurn discovered t.110 iollowmg nt.t.C\llljltS by 
t.ho l•'Bf lo disc,rNlil l>i-. Kini-( in l!JCi4. 

/. Allm11p/.., lo /Ji.,r:·1·,•rli/. /Jr. fi'i11r1 with ti"' W/,:i/1; llvu.,r. 
As ~,,1 .. fort.h in tlu, pn,c(•clinl-( chnpt."r, n llll'IIIOl'n.11clu111 s11111J1111rizi11i:

tlw ,,,·nlrnts · of thi, "'illnr,I I lot,•.) t.,q)('s mis shown to president.in! 
nssistllnt '\Vnltm· ,fi--nkins in ,Tn111rnry 1!>64 "in:ismnch as King is scllk
ini:- 1111 1tppoinl 1111•11t wit.h l'r·c•.siclt•nt. ,Johnson." " 0 Th11 s111111n1u·y o-f m 
fo1'11111(.io11 ohtnirl\'.cl from s111·v.,ill11nci, 1Lt. t.h11 ,vilh,nl, Honol11l11, nnd 
Los Anl-(<'lt·s hol<"ls 11·11s si,nt. to t.lu, ,Vhitc lfousc\ nncl lo f.lrn 
.\( tol'IIC\\' (h,ncrnl in M1ll'<'h tn(i4 in orch•1· to "rc•mo1·1•. 1111 ,louLt, from 
1'11c .\Uin·n1•y (l<,ru,rnl"s min,l ns to the type of pc1-,;on King is.""' A 
thin! 11w1111>1·1uulnn1 chll'ivcd from microphone survcillnncll wns sent. to 
the '\\'hit" llo11se i11,J11ly."'' 

. i'!. Alfmi111t., lo !>isr:,w{i/. /Jr. Kin,q ll'ith. th,, Oon,qrr.88 
In ,J1u111n.1'y J!)(i,l, l>irC\c·.(1>1· Ilool'er g,ive ofl'-t.he.-r·ccord testimony 

befon1 t.l1c lionsl'. Appmpriatio11s Committee. His prncis!\ comments 
1u·c•. not. \rnnwn, ·1:1ie l,ric•li11f! )'(l)>C\I' p1·c,p1irNI f?r l)is 11.ppc,nrnnc,•. !•Y (.ho 
Jlomest.rc lnt.dlwe11<·<, 1)11'1s1011, hnwcve1·, mchcaf.cs Umt. ])u·C(·.t.or 
lloo\'CI' was prcp~rrcl lo represent. to t.hc Committ.C\11 tl111t Dr. King's 
advisers ,,·en, comm11nisls nnd that. Dr. Kini:- engaged in improper 
behnvior."' 

The, Director's nIT-thc-rec,ol'C! brid'ing harl nn im111ccli1,te in1p11d. 
Tho FBI wns soon t.olcl thn.t. the 111e111hors of the Commit.tee wcr11 "vc•ry 
c·or1ror11e,l rcgarcling the bndqrronncl" of Dr. King, nncl that some 
1110.1111,ers of the Committe.e felt tlrnt the .Presiclent shouhl he 1·cq·ucstecl 
to inst.ruct the USIA to withdraw a film dealing favomL\y with the 
August. lnti:l March on ,Ynshini:-ton. They were reported .to be "pnr
t.iculnrly disturbed and irked at the fnct that Mnrtin Luther King 
appears t.o prcclomin11tt1 the film."."' 

1 n M11rd1 1964. Ca.rt ha De Loach, Assistnnt. to the Direct.or. reported 
that he, had been 1ipprmichod by Representative Howard Smith (D
Vn.), Chairman of the House Rules Commit.tee. According to De
Loach's memoranrhnn, Representative Smith snicl that he ha.cl heard 
about the Dirnctor's rcnmrks before the Appropriations Committee. 
Congressman Smith wns reported to have n.sked for informat.ion fot·· 
n SJ)(,cch about Dr. King 011 the floor of the HonS<' .. DcLoach cledinecl 
to furnish t.lic rccp1irecl informntion. hut rccomnwnded to the Director 

.....,· 8111Jh·nu mcmorunclnm, 1/13/CA, p. 2. 
:&t Hnumgnrdllcr mcmommlum, 3/4/64. 
u.i Ree Ohnptcr IV. 
~ Mcmorn11d1101 from F're<lcrJck Dnmn~11nlner to ,vtlllnm Sulllvnn, 1/22/64. 
,.,. Mrmornn{lnm from X. P. Cnllnlrnn to .John Mohr, l/!l1/0·1. 
Cnrl Rown1l tole) n Commlt.trr st.nrr nH•mtwr flint. khortly lu•torr h1R n1111ol11t-

11wnt. nR 1Hrrd·.or of lTXJA wn~ n1111u11111·,"<l. hr hnd heru hn·ll'rd 1o t.hr " 'hltc 
110111-n• !or 11 S1111dny rl'rnlnl-:' dlnnrr with thr l'n>r-hlf'nt. nml Mnot. ,Tohmwn to 
,·it•w tlH' film nhont 

0

1.hr Mnrt·h. Ruwnn sul(l thnt. wh~n tlw Pr<'!-.ld(•nt. nt-krcl him 
tf h~ wns ,:otn~ tn ,11:drlhult• flu• film. nownu rrpllt•cl thnt if Jui ,·cmld not, "J·on 
hm·p to JitHl ~·011rsf.'lf n m•w t>ln'<!l'IH"." Ilownn rwnHed thnt the l 'resill<'nl rr1,liNl. 
"Thnt.'~ ~11<111 1•110111.::h for 11H•." ltown11 rc·,·nlh•1l thnl nfl'<'r t.111' fllm hncl ht•t•n ,11~. 
trlhut,"1. ht~ hn<l hf'l'n 1•111lt•d n~ich• hy ConJ.,::rc•:,.;xuutn Uoon<'Y, who rl'Jll'lllf'cl slurh·~ 
nhout. Dr. Kini; that 111111 ht•t•11 i:h·t!ll l'o him hy tlw Rt1rf'nt1. Ro\\1U1 i-:tntt'cl thnt 
ltoom•y hnd ~J)c•c•lfl<'nll)' 1iH'111101w,t I lu- hn,:~ln~ or J>r. Kini:'"' Hult.r. nt. Uw ,vmurd 
tlolt•l. ( ~l·urr lnlf'l'\'IC'\v or Curl 'I'. llownu, ~/2H/7rt) 
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that, Congn•;;s1111rn S111it.h 111i~ht. he 11seful in t.he fnturl' · hcc1wse. n 
spei,ch h_v hi111 11hn11t, Dr. Kin~ wnul,1 he pidrnll up hy ",wwspapl:rs 111! 
ov,~r 1.ho Nn.t ion." 2:rics 

ln It tefovision inlm·vinw st•v<•.rnl yt>nrs ln1.rr, Con~rt'8.s1111111 Hoom\\' 
stnt.,,l: 

Now you f·,illc 11ho11t. t.lm Flll lenking so111dhi111?: 11ho11t. 111-ur
t.in I;11dlC\t' l<iug. l l111ppen to know 111! 111,011(, it11l1i11 L11ti1t'r 
Kini-(, l,11t I hn Vl\ IIC'VCII' I nlcl 1111.vhocl_y. , , 

l:<T111tvn:wt:n. llow clo you know !',\'(,ryt.Jun:r 11bo11t. 1\l1irlm 
Lntl1<Jl'° Kini?:! · · ' 

n(•.prl•,scntnt.ivo HooNl-:Y. From t.lw J<'c•(\l•ml H11rN1.11 of 
In V<'SI ign.tion. . . 

lN'rt:nvrnwr-:11. 'l'hey'v,•. told ynu-1?:nvc, y<lu 1nfor111;!t.10\1 
lnisc•ll on l1Lpl>S or othm· sourcl•,; 11ho11t Ma,-t.m Lui.her h.1111('1 

R,~pl~\Sl'llt-1L!,ivC\ ]lCKINICY. Th ... y ,lid. 
I N'J't:nvmwmt. Is t.h:it propc,d 
Hcpresc11tnti,·(\ Hncrnfa-. :why not i ."'" 
.1. Attcm,p/.v lo l!i.vr:r1:tlit /i,•. /1'i11-!l -u,i/./1 fh1h>c1wi/.it:,v 

· In c,nrly !lford1 l!J(;,J, t.lw l\11rP1u1 k1Lr1wd thnt.1\lnrrp1<'1.t.(, lJni,·1·1-,;ily 
·in llfihni;ilwl', ,visconsin conh•n1plnt.l•cl 11\\'lircli111?: Dr. King ,ui honor-
n.ry clt~g-n't' .. A 111<~1110111.nflmu nott1d: · 

Jt. is shocking in,leecl t.hn.t (lw possihility l·xisis !hn~ K\n:r 
may rl·c,,ivc, 1111 JTonomry Dc•/?:l'l'C from tlw s11mc• 111~t.1t.11ho11 
wh1ch honore.rl t.lw Dirrct.or ·with such :i. ,kgrcc• in l!l!iO .... 
nv mnking pe.rti,wnt infornmtion avnilahh• to [a Univc•1-,;it~· 
of\icin.1] at. t.his t.i111c,. on a st.rict.ly <',(mlidl•ntinl hn~i~, Wl' will 
be givino- the UnivPrsit.y s11flici,•nt. t.iuw to Pnn.bfo 1t to takC\ 

.postivc n~t.ion inn manner which might. avoid l'mharrnssn1l•nt 
to tho University."' · 

Tho university official wns briefed Ly 1111 FBI nircnt on Dr. Kiu1fs 
back_ground nnd assured tho Bnre~n that Dr. Ki1!g woulrl 1~ot. ~c 
considered ~or an honornry degree. fhe result of tlus FBI proiect 1s 
unclear. · 

In April 1964, t.he FBI knrne,l that Dr. King hnd h_,·~n offered nn 
honorary degree by Springfield College. DeLoach VlSlt.cd Sennt.or 
Leverett Saltonstall, who was a member of the bonrd of .the Colle~, 
in ari effort to ·convince· him to influence tl1e College to withdraw its 
offer; According to DeLoach, Scn;1tor S'altonstnll promised to sp,•nk 
with an official of t.he Collc:r~- The Coll~ge ofilr,ial wns r~ported to 
hnve suLsequently visited DeLonch,m but to hnve said thnt he W<>)llcl 
be unable to "uninvite" Dr. King Lecanse th~ information concerumg 

n Memorandum trom Cnrthn DeLonch t.o John l\fol1r, 3/10/04, p. 2. Iloovcr 
wrote 011 ))elA>1ich1w rnf"mornnclum: "S0nu•o11c on g.,unt.ur [~lcl lloom•y'~ l'flluJHlt.
tet• <'C:rtnlnJy hutrayt•d tho ~Ccrt·cy or the 'off-tht!·~cconl' 'trsttmony I gnn• re: Kini{. 
I clo not wnnt uuyt.hiu~ on Klug ~tn•n to Smith l!Or nuymw t'l::-iC' nt thlA tllnf'.'' 

-111ten·l~w with Con,:r<'~smnn Uoom•y. NBO Nf'wH' "~'lrHt Tuc:.llny," 6/1/71. 
107 Mcmoruntlum from lfr('(l(•rlck Him111~11nl11£'r to ,vnunm Sulllvnn, H/4/(H. 

The otllct•r who hnn.cll<~l thi~ ns~i,.:nnwut wn!:i ,;lv~n ll letter o.t ('omnn~1ulntlon hy 
the Dln~:tor flll(\ n mmwln['y nwn.rtl. 
~ n,iLonch Juul orll{lnall.r lnt.f'll<h•d not. to contuct tht~ Collt•J:c ofUrlnl h<'CllHHP 

of lllA "dcmc of!Roch\tion with (SI\J'~<·ntJ ~hrh·cr. 1
• ~fonntor Snltmuih1ll, howf',·t>r, 

rci1uP.stecl t.hc Collt•,;c oflldnl to conft~r wll h n,)L011<'h. 
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~---:-'·_·.:,;'.' __ -,:,:., .. -.·'.··'_:-':,·.:··.'':·,·.:~t~;/;ft_i_:t_:_~-~-··;::: .. ;,;_}.:,.· ~;:e~~;~J~~1:J,{bc~:l~'.~l!)}n confidence, nnd tlu, \,onn\ of trustees wns likely embarmssment that nmy rcsnlt to tho Pop,• shoul,1 hll 
· · " ' "l'nllt Kin!! ,rn nuilicncc tillll Kini!: is l,itcr <liscrc<liti-d.''" 4. Attempts to l>i.<t·r('(/it /)r. !{i•ng ,nit!, (!/n,,·1·/11..v , " ., 

On ,fun,•. 12, l!)(i.J., " ' illi11n1 ~u llivnn wrot.c 11 111P111or11nd11111 st.ntin l-!: ' On September 8, Bamng11rdner i·eportc,I : 
: ·: , '' t.lmt. Im hnd \,p1•n cont-nct.,•d b_y t.h,, G,•1wml S,•,·rPt,\l'y of t.l1t•. N"11ti0111tl Mnlono ciillcd to<l,ty nn<l st11u,tl t.hnt he lm<l discuss<>d t.l,P 

Countil of t.h,• Chur,•h,•s o-f Christ. Rulli\'ltn report:<•,\ that., "I t,iok sitlmtion with Cnr<li1ml :::ip1•.lln111n over t.he w,•,,kcn_,l nm\ 
t.hl' \ibl'J't._y of ,ulvising [him] confi,h•11t11\ly oft.he foct. thnt. Dr. !lfartin he said that t.he Cnr<li1ml t,iok i1ist11nt skp_s to ndv ,s,c tl~c 
Lutlll'r King not. only 1i,ft I\ grc11t ,le,tl to be ,h•sirPd from the stnn<l- Vnticnn ng11inst. gmnt.ing nny awlumtc to J\.mg · · · <.ar,)1-
point. of Connnunis1n, bnt also from thP stnndpoint of pcrso,rnl con- nal Spellm1m is ·going to Ron,(\ 1wxt w~ck - · · and th~s \\'lP. 
duet .. " :"inlliv,m ol,s!'l'\'(\cl: ho md.he scene pm-,;onnlly a~1<l furt.l_1<;r msure tl111t. th11 l ope 18 

I think that Wl\ have sowl'll an irlcn here which m11y tlo som" not plncml in ,m mubarrnssmg posit.ton through 1111Y contact 
go0<l. I will follow 11p 011 the mnt.t.er vl'ry <liscr,•,;t.ly t.o s,•" with King.'"' 
wlutt d,•sirnhll' rPsults 11m.1• ,•nmnntl- t.her,•from.'"0 The FBI's efforts w~re to 110 nvnil. The Pope md with Dr. King. '_l'lu· 

" · I Director wrotll across the mcmornmla informing him of t.lmt 1:1eet.m/.!;, S nlliv,m nwt. 11gain with thP G,•neral ,-,ecn•tnry in 11nd-Dci·,•111 ll'l' l' J t 
J!l(i.J. and rl'portN\ t.lmt t.lll'- (il·1wr11l Secrcbiry had nssun•d him "steps "astounding," and "I nm nmnzml t.lmt tlrn °L!ll .W1ve 111.1 

ILII'. ,_mice ·0 

hav,, l,,•,•n t,11«-n l,y t.lH! )fotio1rnl Counl'-il of the Chur,:.hes of Christ. to such a [excised. by FBI] ."" Tho Direct.or thl'n nut.mte,\ u1<pnrics mto 
n111kP ,·,•rtnin fro1i1 this time• on t.lmt i\for tin Luther K ing will nPvllr tho reason for tho failure of this project. 
get. 'otw single dollar' of fi111ull'ial snpport. from the ~nt.ion1d Council." . G. 1'he .Attem.7,t to l)i.yr.r,•dit Th·. !{;.n.g D111·i11g II-is J:ar.i7,t of 
S111liv1u1 r,•porti-,1 t.hnt tlw S,•cr,·t,u·y st11h•d that h,•. had rliscussP<l the Nobr.l l't<a,·r. l'rize 
l>r. King's l11u·kgr0111u\ with so111<• "k<'y" proh•stnnt <"h•rgyml'n who On Octolmr 14 rnG-1 M,u·tin Luther King wns 1111111e,l to win th!\ 
w,•w "horrifh•d." :'iullil'llll alf'o not<-,\ t.lmt t-lH, SPcrPtnry said tlmt hl' Nobel Pence Priz'e. I-Io 'received t.hc prize in Enrope on December l_O, 
also ink11<krl to <lisc11ss till' rnntt.1•,r with Roy " 'ilkins to pi,rs11a,lc 1965. The FBI took ine:1smcs to ,lnmpcn Dr. King's w,•konll', hoth Ill 

\\'ii kins "that. NPgro IPntll'rs should completely isol:lte King an,1 Europe nntl on his return home. •. , . . 
rPrnovp. him from th,• rolt• lu, is now oc<"11pying in civil rights On November 22, 1964-two ~veeks he~o1:c_Dr. J-ung strip to 1:cccn•i, 
ul'livit.itls.""" tho prize-the, Dmnl\stic Jntcl\1/.!;<'llt'e D1v1sion nss,·_rnhlP<l II tl11rt~1·11-

0n Dccpmlx•r A, 11lG4, till, Director nnthorized the d isc-losure of in for- ]lll"ll 111,.1111.,•,\ printc,! version of th!\ monogr,tph whll'h At.torney ( rl'II· 
11111-I ion nl,011t Dr. King's p<1rso1rnl life to nn in(\ucntinl member of the ,•.r,J K,•.nnctly lnul oi·tl,•r,•,l n•t•nllml in (ktoh~,i· l!l(i:1.""' .\ ,·opy wns st'!'t 
lfoptist ·world Alliuncl\ ( InVA), so thnt. Im could puss tho infor111n- to Bill Moyers, Spccinl Assist.mt to the l'rc_sllfont., on Dc,·e111her 1, l!H,-i, 
tion ulong to tlio General Seci-ctary of HWA, nnd to HWA Progrnm with a letter requesting his ndvice conce_rmng w~cthi:r the mo_nogrn_ph 
Committee members, to prevent the Committ.ee from -inviting Dr. King should also be distributed to "responsible officmls rn the hxcc11t1_vc 
to address the BWA's 1065 Congress in Miami Beach. The Director Branch.",., Moyers giwc his permission on December 7,'08 nnd copies 
rejected n proposnl, howeve.r, for "nrrnnging for [certain HWA mem- were distributed to the hearl.s of several executive arrcncies.'"0 

hers] to listen to sources wo hnve concerning this mntter.""' Information 1,bout Dr. King's privatll lifo wns also mnde avnilublc 
5 . .tltfempt.~ lo />-i,wrwlit /h•. !ting will, t!,e 1'07>e to United N,it.ions represcnt,itives Adh!i Stevcn:50n nncl Ralph_Bnnche, 

On August 31, l!)C,4, th" FBI learned thnt Dr. King, who wns g-oing who the Bureau hnd learned were bc111g cons1clercd ns po;;s1blc p::.r-
to l>o tourmg J<;nrope in September, might have plims to visit the Pope. 
Internal Security Section Chief Bmnngnrdner observe<! : 

It would be shocking indcccl for such 11n unscrupulous 
chnrnctcr ns King to receive nn ,u,dicncc with U1() Pope. It is 
believed t.hnt if 11 plnn to sec the Pope is in tho 111nking, it 
ought to l,c nipped in the bud. '\Ve lmvo considered different 
possibilities for mer.ting this problem ancl believe thnt the 
best one would ·be to h,wc Assist.nut Director M1done of t.lm 
N!lw York ofliec persmmlly cont.net. Frnncis Cnrclinnl Spell-· 
mnn nnd on ii highly ronfidm,tinl hnsis ·b,·ing to the Cnrclinnl's 
ntfontion till• fact. tlmt. Ki 11µ: is to visit Home ... . 

* Mr111ornwlmn from C:nrthn l>c•Lont•h lo .lohn Mohr, 4/A/CJ..l . D<'T.iOIIC'h tdnf1•1l 
thnt. lw woulfl ''dc•ny 1111.v Htlt"h lnrornmtlon Imel h<.•c•u f11r11IRlw1l" It thH oflklnl 
to1c1 nny011r fhnt the J,., flJ hncl hrlt•fc•cl him. 
~ ~fomornnclnm from "'1111nm Xn111nrn to A Inn Il<'lmont, 12/10/04. 
:i., MC'mornrnlmn from ,v111t11m ~111lh·nn f'o Alnn Tielmont., 12/10/0·t. 
~., ~fomnrnru1um from Mlltuu .Jorn':-( to Cnrthn DcJ..onch, 12/8/0,,J. 

• Memornn<lum from Fre<lerlck Hnum~nrclncr to ,v1111nm SnUl\·nn, H/31/0.1, 

i:, Ji,e Chief of the Secnrlty S<·<·t1on trcomnwmled: 
11rr nr>J•rove:<l, AsHINtnnt Dlrt~ctor )JnJonc i,;houhl per:-.onn11y ornlly hrll•t 1,~rnuclN 

Cnrdlnol S}lellmnn In nccordnn<·r. wlth thP ntt'nchccl 11'op Set·r<'t Nt1m11111ry [C'o11-
tn.h\lng· tnformntlou o.bout Dr. Kin~·s vrlvnte llfl'] .. . 'rhh" he thr. !-·nnw sHmnutrr 
we prevlomdy used ht prevcntlui: Klni;:'s rt•cr.lvlng nn honnrnry dt~J:rl'l? from 
l\lnrquctte Univcndty." (Ilnum~11nlncr to Sulllv11n, 8/31/64,! 

:w Mcmornrnlmn from li'rl'tforlck HnmnJ.:RTchwr to \Vllllnm Snl)h-1111, fl/R/0..l 
:;ll'IIS Dlr<!ctor'H uoteM on UPI n •ll•nHP, !)/H/H4, nml Nctc 1·;,,.~: llcralc1 Trilrnm:, 

0/~2~,~~omntlnm trom ,vnllnm Snl.llvnn to ~\lnn Rrlmont, __ 11/22/(l..(. Hf'C Pl'· t!H, 

ct ~i:Cttc•r from J. Flcl~nr Ho<>v<'r to nm i1oyc•rs, 12/l/~1. 
• Mt•mornntlum from Cnr1hn ))c•T..onch to .lolm ~tohr, l:!/7/0·J. 
"'Uoplc•!-1 wt·n~ tll:-it.rlhnh•tl to Actlni.: Altorm•y Ol•twrul !'lkholiHt Knb:rnlinch, 

t.hc• X<ica·t•tnrll•M or Rtnle: 1111<1 J>r.r,~nM«.'. t.lw J)lr1•1·tor of lhc CIA, ntul the• hrnch1 11( 

thr Mllltnl'y tnh·111~rnC'c ni:,•m·lt•J-', n:-1 Wt'll n:-i to ll~JA. 
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t.i,·.ip,inls 11t tlm l>l'emuber l!Hi4 "welcome ho,ll(,.,, reception for Dr. 
Ki11g-.:no . 

Thn•(1 duy~ 11f1,•.r Vi\"l' l'rl'si,lm,t.-ckct. l l11111phrn.v pn.,ticipnt.,•(l in 
(lfl(\ or 1.lw. "w(•.J('Ollt(~ honu~!' n•.c1•pl.io11s fm· l>I'. J\.ing in Nln\1 ·y orl<, t.hti 
ll11n•1111 S(>111". hi111 11 copy of t.ill' 11pcl11.tl'd King- lllOIIO/!l"ltph 1111'1 11 s,•.p
nrnl<• 1111•1111>1·1111,1111111•11l -il1".l "~l111"1-in l,11thl'1· Kill/!, •Jr.: llis l',•r,;0111d 
( '011cl11d.''"" On l>nc•c•111her H, IIJli·I, 1.111, l\,m,1111 ch•ci,h,d l.o hri<lf C,ov
m·nor.Nc•lsc111 Hrn,J«•fnlll'I" nl>out l>r. Kii11!'H privnt~, lifo nncl nll<·/!<'d 
( '0111·n111nisl. 11ssol"inl.io11s, 11ppa1·1•11l.ly fo ,lis.s11111fo (.Im <loV(\1"1101" from 
tuldni;- ))al't. in <'l'rc111onit1S cmnJHlmdiug Dr. l(ing for hnving rcct•ivcd 
t.ho Nol>l'.I l'rir.o."" 

Upon h•nrninl! t.hnt. Dr. Ki11µ; Illig-ht. llll'l\t. wil.h 11 c(•l"1.11in for,,ig-n 
h,ncl(•.r, l<'JII l11•11d1111nrtlm; iusl.rnd<'<I lhc FBI n,1u·,•sen1.nol.ivl, in t.lrnt. 
co11nl-ry ,~, hri,•f 1.ho prnpc.r 1111l.ho1·iti1•s nho11t lh·. King-."' Tiu, llnit<'d 
St,it,•s 1u11l111ss1ulors in Londo1111nd Oslo wern hri,,fod 111>0111 . .lh·. Kinµ: 
h,•,·1t\1S(I "I.II<' Amhnss1ulo11< 111ighl. <"Onsi,l!\1· (•nt,•1"1.ni11i1I" Ki1w whill, 
Ju, is in Eurnp1> to rcceiv(l t.lu1 Nol>l'I Pence l'riw'' nn<l it nJ.,ht ho 

l)o~:-:il,h\,1 ~·, "for(•stn II s11<"h 1_H't i~u1 by tho .-\111b~1ssn<lors if t.lw.Y wt'n'. 
mc.f,~I. J ho nmhns~ndors Ill ~l-ockholn1 111111 Cop1>11hngcn wcm nlso 

hri<' f<•d lmm11s11 "Kini! is ,dso l.o visit. t.hosl\ cities.""' · 
On Nm·l\mbc1· IO, UIG·l, t.lH'. l<'BI li,a1·11(•.,L tl111I. the llnite<l ::',(.ides 

!n fonnntion AJ..rency was .co11~idcring- l'l~cp1~~stin; 1)1·. !Cini-! to cn~agc 
1111ion1•-w.,~k !,•chm•. tour 1n l•,11rop,, followrnµ: )us rccmpt, of tho Nobk 
Prize. I:loovcr apprn,·ccl the Domestie Intdligcnce Division's recom-
1111•.ndnl-1on thnt. USIA he furnished with the lilt.est critical Buman 
rl\ports nbont Dr. King.'" 

7. Atte1n.pt., t.o lllock /Jr. !Ci11r/x Pu.blicat.ions 
On September 11, 1964, the FBI learned that Dr. King intended t-0 

p_ublish a1) l\r(iclc inn majm·. nnt;ionnl pnblicntion. The Domestic Intd
!1gcnce D! v1s1an noted. that 1t _<lid not know "whnt line King will take 
111 the n1t.1clc or what its specific stnncls ·will be," !mt, nonetheless rcc-
01.'uncndcd t.hnt "it wo11 l<l be well to prevent nny publicntion of his 
views." .!7T 

Tho t.nsk of preventing pnblicnt.ion was assigned to nn ngcnt. with 
cont.nets nt. the magnzine who hail "for~stnllcd" the pnblicnt.ion of nn 
nrticlc by Dr. King in thnt magazine (,arlicr in 1064..278 

The ngent subscquent.ly reported thnt he hnd contacted an official 
of tlrn magnzine in lnte September. Accor,lin/! to the ngcnt, the 
oflici11l Juul a.greed to ",m,lca ,·01· to ussist" t.hr FBI, nnd llll.d bee.ii 
lwil\fo<I nbout King, hut was unalih, t.o hlock publication br.cnnsc 
11 cont.rnct.ual a.grcclllcnt. hnil already been mnde.27" The !<'HI did ,ip
par;,11(.ly h1wc some inAucnrc at the mn~nzine, however, bccnuso a mem-
orn.nclnm reportingt.he inciclrnt conclnucs: . 

r.n lTntltled 111C'1110rnml11m. 11/1~/CJ.1. 
ni L<'ttcr from J. J~di:nr llooyc-r to Hubert Ilumphrey, 12/21/04. 
n:1 :\h•morn1ulm11 fNHn Jtn•tlc•rkk Hn11111i:nr1llwr lo \Vllllnan 8u1Jlnm, 12/R/(ll. 
.,..,

4 l'!nhll• from DJn•otor, l1'JU to J.eg-nt, 11/.10/(J.1. 
:;i. :\h•111ornnd11111 from li'rt•,h•rll-k nn11111-,.:nrd1wr to "'11llnm Hullh·nn, 11/:lO/G-I. 
"Ml'mormulnm from J,'n•d<•rlclc nnum~nr,lncr to ,vmtnm S 11 1Hvr111, ll/12/04. 

rm 1\fo111nrnn<h1111 from J1'rc<lt>rkk nn11m1-;,•·nrcl11cl' to Wllllnm Su111vnn, 0/11/01. 
on HnUIIIJ.:nn.lncr mc,mornrnlnm, H/11/04. 
riv MPmnrnmlum t.o Corthu ~)cLonch , 11/3/6-J. 

I 

! 
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In comwct.im! w_it.h t.his [n111µ:1izine] 11rticlo by King, onr 
som·cl~ lmvr. mcl1r11l,<',I !.hat. s111ee h,•. was 11w,irckd tho Noliol 
Pcmco l'rizu hc, lrns 1,t.t_,·.1n/1t,,.I _ 1 hmngh sen'.'" of hi8 1ts.,oci11h,, 
1.o clmnµ:c U1<1 lu111µ:11z111" 1u·l.1e·I,•. 111 1111 ollm1. 1-<1 soft"n cnt 1-
cism nuulo hy him n:.{iti11sl·, o(l1cr eivil rights groups n11d 
l1•.1ukrs. King fonn•cl Urnl. 11111:h cril.icis111 would ca11s11 dillic11l
f.i<'s i11 Urn l'.ivil 1·i:,{hL"" 111ov,•1111•111 .• '.J'lu~ I mn.gn.ziiw), how~wor, 
bus n•sisl<•d J( iuµ;'s ,,ll"orl.s Io 111111w 1-lu•s,·." ch1111µ;, ·s. ' ' " 

l.11 l1'"1,n1111·y 1!JG.J, tho llir<'d.01· 1tlcrt.,•d tlw. lid,] olliccsi.1111t llr. King 
·w~1s writing 1~ II<'-)'" book, lllHI nolccl t.lmt "it j8 enl.in,_ly possihh~ t.lrnt. 
wit.It t.lm p11hhrn1t.1011 of t.lH\ hook I.I><, llnn•-1111 may ,les1rn l.o t.ulrn 80nm 
,wt.ion, possibly in Urn co11nteri111.<,IligN1,·.o nn\lt 01· ot.ll(lrwis,,, whil'l1 
1111ty bo dl\sign(\(l t.o ,lifi,·.rc<lil, King or ot.hm·w-isc, nm1t.rnlizo hia 
(~Il'ect.iv<'nes:,; .. . " 281 ~ 

'!'ho liol<I ollic,•s woro instrnd,•.d t,i nmint11in infom111Lio11 rolnt.ing 
1.o th11 Jll"<')llll"llt.ion 1111<.l p11hlil'nl,io11 of tho ·hook. Tim FBI lill'8 inclicat.11 
tluil; this rnior11111tion wits colh,cLl\ll, hnt. it i8 not cllmr whothe1· it wn~ 
over 11scd. 

8. Attmnpf. to llndc:r111i·1u· the Nati<>1url Scic1wc· F<>w1ufa.t-ion'H 
0 oopcral.ion -w-it!,. f.lw SU LO 

Tho FBI sent the Nat.ional Scir.ncc Founilation (NSF) 11 copy of t.ho 
second 1)1·int.cd monograph on King in order to convinco the NSF to 
romovo the SCLC from "tho NSF program to obtain qunliticd Negro 
students from southern schools.""' 

9. U1wucceasful FBI Attempts to Locate F·inancial bnproprie
. · ties 

In early January 1964, th~ Chief of the Internal Security Scctiou of 
the Domestic Intelligence Division, Frederick J_ Baumgardner, rec
ommended that "exnmino.tion · of recent income tax returns of King 
might :wcll reveal information which could assist the Bureau in its 
efforts to discredit King or ncutrnlize his effectiveness." 28

' The In
tellig:cnce Division subsequently acquired from t.he Internal Rc1•enuo 
Service copies of income t11x returns for the prior five years of Di·. 
ICingJ.. the SCLC, and tho Gandhi Society,,.. an organization which 
the 1•·BI stilted "augmented" the fund-raising activities of the 
SCLC.'8 ' The Intelligence Division of the IRS told the Bureau that 
"IRS had very carefully scrutinized Ki"ng's returns in the p1ist but 
had not been ablo to establish II co.use of action against him." 280 How
ever, the IRS assured the FBI th11t. Dr. King's current returns would 

"'FBI memorandum, 11/3/64, p. 21. 
111 Memornodum from Director, FBI, to Special Agent ln Charge, New York, 

2/18/64. 
""Mcmornndum from Frcdcrlclc Bnumi;nrdncr to William Sulllvnn, 12/17/04, 

J). 2. 
w Mcmornndum from i~reclrrlck nnnmgnrdner to ,vnunm Snlllvnn, l/fot/64. 

llnumgardn(lor observed tl1nt it wne ' 1('NNC'111lnl t.hnt onr cnrrcmt rrqm~~tH or t.hc 
IRS . . . l>c hnndletl ln n nurnucr which would provide tor Ot)t.lmum KCC\trlty HO 
thnt neither Kin,; nor nny otllrr tmnuthorlzt•d tmlivltJunls mny hecome nwnre of 
tho .... nnrcn11'1111 lnh~rt·Ht. nml HO l'lmt uo c111hnrrufl~mC'nt. mny come to t.lw Jlnrnnn." 
~ A wln•tnp hnd ht•<!U 11ln<'t'1l ou Uw <:JurncU Society In ,Tnly, IO<Ct 
,.. Mc111ornmlu1u from 1''"redc-rlck Unnmgnrd11er to 'Wlllinnt Snlllvnn, 3/2fi/04. 

Mcn1ornn<luw trow Daniel Drcnnuu to \Villlum SulHvnn, 3/27/6'1. · 
1 ! W1.; I I ~ -

i i'!Y' 
, I. ' 
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1 l,o scruti11iz,•d "1·<•1·y c11rd111ly to ,l<•!<•i·, 11 i1w wlu·tlw,· ni y 'ol fm The Committee hns l><•t•n nnnhlt• to <l<•h,rn1i11,• tl,<, i,xt,•nt lo wlri ,·lr 
pcnr." "' Non,• did. 1 vi 11 1 is ,,p- tlw ]•'Bi's cllort. to discn•dit Dr. Kin is 1111<1 I h,· S( 'LC hy diss,·minati11is 

llndet<'ITt•d, the l>in•<'tor inf,mnc<l the fit•ld ofli,•ps ti t "ti • H . , 1 u11f1ll'ornhl<' informntion 011tside of the nov,•rn1111•11l w11s s11sp1•ct,•rl 
L>,•li<ll'<'s thnt. 111or,, t h1111 ,w,•i· it wo11 1d IJ<, most d,•sii,;hl .';' · - i :\ -/11 

It\ ' or lcnown 11ho11t. hy (lov1,i·11nie11t ollil'i:tls n•sponsihh, for snp1·1Tisin,r 
1,,uik when, !Ki11g-J 11111.v hnve 1111 ncco11111. • •• • ;uu! c,', 11~\,\:.:.

1
:,;, ~.,'.'i'i'~ t)10 l•:J\1: Tho Co111!11ittec rcq~icstt•.d t.l,c FHl to p_rovide 1111y i11fornrn-

of such n<'connt." "" t.w11 m its possess1m1 rnfl,·L·t 111/!' thnt 1111y Pn•s1<le11t.s or Attm·11,•ys 
Om, ,•.ll'ort lo 1111,·ove1· di,ro .. 11toi·y iufornrntion nbout Dr I"-i, 0,•1ieml ,!11r111g- the refo1•1rnt. pm·io<ls l\"l'l'l! nwnrn of nny FIi I efforts lo 

~mic,•i-~:·d by t.he S11p,wvi_sor iii duu·ge of tlu, Ki Ilg cnsi, ,hi'rii~g '.f ;~1; "discredit" or "11e11t.rnlize" Dr. Kinp:. Tl11i B11n•a11 rep lied: 
gnmc.· A reinot" ll~<]11111nh111ee of the. Snpcn•isor 11w11tio11e,l t.lutt ho A mview of t.he King- Iii,• in r-cspon&, to other items in-
had hcnr-,1 frm 11 1t frwnd !hnt. nn ncq11ni11t1tnc,• hnd sni,I thnt Dr. King ch1tfod int.he r~ncst. 1111d 1t pollh1g of 1111 lk,ulqnnrtrm, pi,r-
h,~,l .n 11tnnlwre,l ;\''' '011!1t Ill n_ fornign h1111k with 1t lml11ncll of ovm· 011" sonnd involved 111 t.hnt- 1t11<l prnvio11s n•vi,•ws ,lid not. n•snlt. 
nnllwn <lollnt-s. I 111, :--inp,w,·1so1· sng-g-(•sted lo Snlliv1tn : in the loc11l-io11 or- n,collt•d.ion of nny i11for-11111tion in (<'Ill I IQ 

1f we. c1111 prnvc tlmt. King- is honnling Jnr"c snms of money fili,s t.o i11dimto 1111y of the 1tfor,•.111c11t.io1w,l indi,·i,lnnls wi,1·1• 
Wt\ .wo11lrl h111·,•. m·nil11hlr· possil,ly the bt•st ii7fomrnl ion to dat~ specifit-1dly nw,u·c of nny efforts, steps or pl1u1s or prnposnls 
w.lnth could be use<l to disrre<lit him, cspecin11y in the eyes of to "discredit" or "1wutr·nlizr.'' lCin~. · 
hJ~ ow11 people . . .. \\·1, mny _t-nko the action to discredit. It is, of conrsc, evident t.hnt m11ch i11form11t.io11 dev1,loped 
l\.mg.onrs<'lve.s t.Jm:mgh frie!Hlly news sources, 0,. the like, 01. in t.hc course of the King c11se i11volvi11,2 him in acti vities of 
1~·0 "!1ght t11rn t.l_w 111f~n11at1011 oi·et· to t.he lntemnl RevenHe interest to t.he White Honse tuul to reprcse11t11tives of th,• 
Service for poss1blt, crn 11 i1111 J pi·osecnl'ion."'• J)epn1-t.111ent of ,T nstice, inclndi11,2 At.t.omeys Oe11,•r11l K,•1111etly 

Tl 1tlltl Knt.ztmhn<'h, ns well ns Assist1111t Atl-orn,·y (h•11t•1·11I 
. . . •e plnn wns ap1>1·oi·i,<I hy l>ir,•dor 1 loov,•r' nnd 1m i11</niry wns .1\1111-shall, wns s1l<'h thnt. it. ,·oulrl 1·011,·Pivnl1l_y hnn, 1,,.,,., tlu• 
rn,trnt.t•.,I. By lk,·eml,ei· _l!lli!i, the invr·st.igntion into 1t possih ,, forei"n opi11ion of mw or 111,m, of tlw 111,nn, illtli1·idnnls tha t snc·h 
hnnlc nc,·onnt. 1:·us d"scr1hcd h_y t.ht1 Direct.or as "t.hc most. i111port 1171t infonnnt.ion wns !)(ling- provided t.o "discn•dit" 01· "111•111 rnliz,•" 
t~r,•sent.ly p,•.11,l111g-" faeet of l'.!1t, JGn,r i11vestig11tio11."' Tho investi"n~ King."'' · 
t1011 ."')L~ <lroppe(! sho1·t.l_y nftenl'llrcl, howevl\r, when it. ,levelopcd that 
tlw. 1111t111l :'011rce of ~.I,., nll,,gation info,·mi,d the FBI thnt "it wits Nirholns IC1ttzcnbnch, B11rko Mnrshnll, vVnltcr ,Jenkins, nil(! Bill 
mri·c_l_y .'L wil_d ('Onrlus,on t.hnt hn<l been prc1·iously dmwn by S0111COJU, Moyers l11i.vc told tho Committl\e t.hnt they did not. r-enlizl\ thnt t ho 
11 hosl\ 1dr•ntit.y hti <IMs 110t 110w rncidl." "" · Fl\f wns e11g111-,'<•d inn conc.erti,,l cll'ort. to <11s<'rc<lit. Dr. King-, 1111d t-hn t 

lo thc hPst. of t.ht•ir lcnowlr,dg-r,, J>1·,•sid,•11ts ,Tolm Kl'1111t,r.l_y nllll Ly1Hlon 
,Joh11son, ns w,•11 ns Altorn"y Ut•.Jll'rnl l!ol11•1·t. Ke111H'<ly, W<'l'l' not awnro 
of th,it ,•ll'ort.. Th,•ro wns 110 1,vidl\ncc t.h11t tlrn I•'Bl's p.-og-rnm t.o d is
C'rc<lit. Dr. King was 11uthm·izcd outside of the Fl\l. Them is evirfo,wc, 
however, thnt oflici11ls responsit,lt, for s11pervisi11_g- the FBI 1wcivl'(I 
i1Hlicntions that snch 1111 effort to discrcdit Dr. JC111g might. l,e talcing 
plnre, nnd foiled to tukc, ndequnte stt•ps to pn,vent it. Prcsi<ll'nt ,Tohn
son nncl his At.tornl\ys Gcneml were awn re llt lens!. of ll11renu at.tempts 
to disseminate unfavomble reports about Dr. King- to thr, press. Top 
Executiv" · Brnnch ofTieinls h1tve told the Committee thnt they hnd 
believed thnt, the FBI hnd tape rcconlin/!s embarrnssing- t.o Dr. 'King, 
nnd thnt the FBI Juul offered to piny those tnpes 1,oth ton government 
ofiicinl and to rl\portm·s. The evidence reveals 11. disturbing atlit.ucle of 
unconcern by responsible ofiicinls nnd n failnre 011 their part. to mnko 
11pproprint<1 corrnct.ive mensurrs. As Nicholns JC11tzcnb11ch exphtinNI 

f ,'. TJ,,, Q11Mlim1. of 11'!,ct./11,,- Uo1•1•1·11 ·11w11.t Of/it·iala 01t-l8idc of the FIil 
lVl'7·e A ·11u1r,, of the FH/'o Effo1·t to !Hscrcdit D1·. King 

· 'I'hm·e is no_ d?nht ~!mt the responsiblt• oflicinls in t-lm Kcn 11edy nnd 
,Toh\1son_ nd!n1111st!·nt1011s w,•1·e nwnre of the FBI's COMJNFiL in
vest11!nt1on mvolvmg Dr. King nnd t.he SCLC: nnd thnt the wiretnps 
us.cd by the ~B_I to collc<'t _its infot;mntion were nutho1·ized under 
p1oc~<l~1r~s ex1st1111; ~t the t-!111<'. vVlule them is some question con
cer111n1:-, \\he~h,•r ofhc111ls 011tsH!e oft.he FBI wemnw11rc tlmt the FBI ,1us usmg m1c1·opho11e.~ to CO\:er nr. King's nctivitics, tlll',rc is 110 ,louht 
tin~ the pr<?,h\ct of the 1111crophone surveillnnee wns widely dis
S<'>'.!Jlllllte,1 w1th111 the,,exreutive lll'ltJ!ch. Indeed, dissemination of t.hc 
P.• m~ecl . 1~011og-rnph about_ llr. htng to severnl exer11tive agencies 
)' ns

1 
< xp1 rssl_y ~1pprovcd hy 11111 Mo_yers, Prrsidl'nt. ,Tohnson's itssistiu,t 

m , 1111111,ry JD(,5. • 

'"'
1
n~",'v"'i11m memornnclnm, 3/27/04. On the hotOOm nt tblR memornntlnm Hoover 

wro r utr. n tnrc<' '" ' 
rv;:,~~~nornncJmn t~om Dlrector, Jl'Jll to 8pcclnJ Agcut fn Chnr~e. New York, 

:,., It. !-(hould h<'! nott•cl thnt th~ Suprrvlsor In chnr~c or the Kin~ cnfic ,~ still f 
",1hlJ:1'ch1 po5iltlun with tht~ l<'BI nncl hnndlf"tl tlU' rmumlttce'n docmncntN req·n~Nts 11'1' 

11• 11~ c11:-w lm·t•Htli,:ntlon. · · 
. : '.\ft•111orn111Iu111 trum Jt'redc>rlck Hnumgnrdn('r to ,vnunrn Snllh-nn 0/20/0'i 

12/3:~~~nornndum from Dln-ctor, FnI, to Spl•clnl Agc>nt in Chnrge, N~w Orle~;1P, 

-.. .\h•mornnclmn from Frt•tlerlck Dnnmgnrflner to Wllllnm SuUlvnn, 12/10/G!i. 

to tho Committee: 
Nobody in the. De.pn1tme11t of ,Tustic,i conncctcd with r.' ivil 
Ri1d1ts could possibly h,we been 111111wnrc of 1\-fi·_. .Hoorn-'s 
feeling~ (np:ainst Dr. Kinp:). Nobocly coulcl hnve. heen un
nwnre of the potent.in! for disnstl'r whi<'h those foeli11g-s cm
hotliet.1. But, givl'n I.he rnnlitics of th,• sit1111tion, I do not. 

* J,<•th•r from J,"'lH to t"he St•mth• ~t•lrct. Cnnuullll•t•, 11/0/7!i. 
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bclicvo one coul<l l11L\'C nnticipntcd !he oxl,rc111cs to which it 
WIIS npp1trn11t.ly Clll'l'icd.'" .. 

Tlw follnwinp; i11ciclc11ts l11t1·,• pln.yNl It pnrt. in ou1· d,•.t.ern1i\lll_t.i_nn 
l.h,tt. high o!lici,ds of th,, Exc•.cul.ivt1 Brn11d1 11111st sh11rn rcspo11s1b1hly 
for t.lH\ Jc'B l's effort n~ninst]Jr. Ji:ing. 

( 1) As <lcscrihcd m t.hc previous chnptcr, n s11111!n1try mcmorancln~ 
,·ontnininir infornrnt.ion p;:ithcmd from t.ho FBI n11cropho11c p\nc·~,d .m 
J>r. ·Kitw's roo111 in 1.1111 ,Villnl'(I hot.c•.J wns shown l.o 1'1·c.~1cfo11t.11d 
Assisw111f.'·W:1.ll-m· ,fonkins hy Cnrt.h1t J>d,on<'h on ,Tnnnn.ry B, IHM. 
According to 1JcLortc•.h's cont,•rnpornnr.ous ncconnt of 1.hrtt 111cet.1ng : 

,h•nkins wns of I.ho opinion 1.hnf. t.ll<I 1<'111 c:0111!1 perform It 
:,:-nod S<·.rvic·o to l.1H1 ,~11111!.ry if this mntt.or co111tl sn111cl!ow he 
<'.0111idm1ti1dly gil't'n lo 111m11lll\1'S of I.ho pn,~H: I !ol<l h1111 t.ht1 
l>imct.or l11ul t.his in 111i11d, however, 11.Jso h,•.lmvml wo oho11ld 
obl11i11 n,lclitio1111l infonnntion prior to discussing it with cor
tain friends.'"' 

D~T,011C'l1 testified t.hnt. he coul<l not rucall tho mer.ting wit.h ,fonkins, 
I.mt Lhnt l.llCI me111or111Hlum shonld iiccurntcly rdl,•clc his convc.rs:ttion.'00 

.fonlcins told 1'111' Co111111itfoc1 staff in 1111 1msworn interview that ho 
did not. rnc:dl the m('.eting- dcscribu<l in DcLortch's memornndurn, but 
that.he hnd no rr,ason t.o doubtthnt ho hnd rend the summ:u·y memornn
<ium which DcLonch clnims .fonkins saw .• Jenkins expressly <lcnicd, 
howevor, t.hat he hn.<l suggrst.cd that the information in t.l1_e summary 
111cmornnrlum should be "leake<l" to tho press, or that e1thor he or 
Presi<lcnt ,Johnson had over suggestc<l that information about _Dr. 
Kini?; sho11l<l bc "lcake<l" t.o anyono. He iidded, howcvor, that he mrght 
h:wc used wor<ls to !:he ofTcct t.hat ."this is somct.hing peop)c shou_ld 
know nbout"-reforrmg to people m the Govornment-wluch could 
hiive brcn misinterpreted by DeLonch. He did not recaU peLoach 
tcllinl(' him that the Director ultimately planned to leak this mforma-
tion to "certain friends.""' • 

(2) A February 5, l!lG4 FBI mmnornndum reports a conversation 
between Edwin Guthman, t.hc .Tnstice Department's press secretary, 
and J ohu Mohr of tho Domestic Intelligence Division. According to 
Mohr's menlomndum, Gnthmn.n t.old Mohr thnt he ha<l hourd that 
IL TCJ?Ort.cr wns prcpiiring an article abont Dr. King's alleged Com
mmust affiliations. 

G11thmnn stated he was quite concerned innsmuch as it 
appeared there had been a leitk from the FRI in connection 
with this matter. He told me, thl' Attorney Gunernl hncl been 
most hopeful that tlrnrc would be no '"leaks" concerning 
King. 

From the tone of Guthman's entii·e remarks, it would ap
pertr he hnd two thoughts in mind without. actnnlly stnting 
such t.houghts. Thc·S<' thought.~ wr.i·" (1) thnt the Atto1·11ey 

149 

Genoml is most nnxious tlmt inform,tt.ion concerning King 
not be released; nncl (2) that t.ho AtLornc1y General's COlll\CC
t.ions with King, 1t11CI his ,kfonsiv!l st.nt.e111cnL~ conccrnmg 
l~ing t.o Congn,,;.~ i11 Civil ]til('ht.s lwnrings, would c,•rh1i11ly 
injure tho Attornoy Gcneml's politicul chances for the 
future. 

(H)o told mo onco ngnin t.hc Attornoy General was not 
worrie,1 rthout wllllt, !Lil tlXposurc of King could clo to him. 
Ho stnt.ecl ho nnci I.ho Altornoy O~nci'al a1·0 only trying to 
protect. Jc'BI sources of inform1ttion.'" 

Tho 111e111ornncl11m st.ntc.~ t.111\t Gut.l1111nn was t.olcl "t.hern hnd been no 
l~1tks fro111 t.110 FBI ,·011c·.cl!'ni11g- Dr. ]\fort.in Lut.l1<w King-,'' mul t.hnt. 
Gut.111111111 lrrul r1•spo1HINl tlllll·. "ho hntl no pmof wlrntsoevm· t.!1111. t.ho 
FBI hrtcl -fumislwtl i11for11111t.ion t.o l.l1t1 ncwspnp,•rs r.onc,•r·niug King-." 

G11t-h1111m tc1,t.ific•cl t.hnt. l1e1 rr.c·.nlltlCl 't-lH' .• J ust.il'.c l>c-rn1.1t.11rn11t h11,l "sus
prctr~l t.lmt. t.ho infom111l.ion l11ul hccn 1Ntlrn,1 by t.J,r. Flll." ,vhen ns)(('(l 
t.ho bnsis for t.hnt suspicion, ho snicl t.hnt "w,•. foH. t.hnt. the <]Ur.st.ion of 
Kintr nncl t.h,, 11sso,•.ini-.io11 wit.h [Aclvis"rs A] wns n mn!.t.cr which n'ns 
l'llt,Jrnr t.igh:tly hel,l si11c11 it. wns 111,t. sonmt.hinp; of g-t\ncrnl knowl
eclp:c." "' Gut.hmnn saicl tllllt. ho could "ruit. SJK'<•.ificnlly" rccnll n 1.,.;nc,
tion hy Attorney Gcnr.rnl Kennedy to this "leak": 

except to bo somewhat clisplcnsecl m·cr it, nut. that was in a 
senso all in a d,iy's work mtcl I clon't recall ,anything 
specific. ' 00 

Guthmnn testified thnt he clicl not rcmll any fort.her efforts to deter
mine wlw.thcr tho FBI hacl 111 fad, len.kod t.ho story.'"' 

Guthma.n testified tJt.at DeLonch's me.morn.nclum "distorted" his 
remarks. Gut.hmnn said thiit his visit. hud been motiviit.ccl, not hy con
cerns about Kennedy's politionl .future, but. rnther by a concern to pro
tect FTII sources."" A mmnor:mdum dntcd Fcbrnary 5, l!l64, by Gnt.h
man, does not mention a mooting with Mohr, but docs contlfiin an 
ncco11nt of n meeting between Guthmnn 11.nd Co.rt.ha DcLonch on t.ho 
previous dny. 

Wo both ngrccd that it w.ns inevitruble that King's comwc
tions with (Adviser A) would ultimn.tely become public. I 
told DcLonch thnt our concern wns over t.hc FTII's som"C'.o and 
thn,t we had no other concern ns to wl11Lt the Attorney Ge.n
crn.1-Jrad said or wh1it our notions Imel boon in connect.ion with 
l\fartin Luther King. · 

DcLoach snicl ho thought we shoul<l bo concerned in view of 
whnt tho Attorney General hncl snid on.t.Jm subj<•ct .. I pointrcl 
011t thnt-n.nyth-ing the Attome.y General hnd snicl hncl bcr.n 
clenrccl with tho FBI. I told l>rke tlmt our recor·cl in this mnt.-
1.ol' could stnnd irny scrntiny and that bot.It Senntor Russell 

=- ?\fomornndmn from .John Mohr to Cnrl"hn D<'Lon<'h, 2/fi/04. Hom·cr wrote 
next to tl1<' ln:::it 1mrn~rnph quoted nhove, l''l'here hnR never bren such Kollcltmle 
in the nnst." 

:PO F,dwln Gnt.hrnnn t~thnony, 3/10/70, p, 13. 
""Cnt.hmnn, 3/10/7fl, p.12. 
""Cnthmnn. 3/1(1/7fl. p. 20. 
'"" Guthmnn, 3/10/70, p. 22. 
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i). "' • (" '. ·:, nnd SNmtor Jl[onrx>1"'Y hn<I I, , f JI .· . I f \ . . . , ;, '. • ' ·' ' , J I t I t f l1 con II Y npp,1su o the foots [ ,ltwted hus 11\<•ss nn,I s,wl "I'm 111fon11,•cl hy" 1·,·1>01-1<-r thnt, yonr 1><·01,J,. ,· ~· ', , :J( ' JS,SUIH'IIH.' l ' OJ ' ns ll ,o:: J ' • ,, • ' • 1 
;,,1"\ · • · · , . inAt1nnttth1tvcgin•ntliisinf<u·111atinn11.ho11t .Ma1tinL11tlH' r 1':ing,1111d ' 

'{\>' 1\'. ,, A ''.'CIUtomnclurn _ uy Court111:y Ev,tns lnt1•r thnt ,In y r,•poit.q tl utt : t.lmt. I think it. is 011tn1.~1·.011s.'' Tlrn ollici1tl 1tt, first, s1ticl, "I ,lon't hdievo • 
.:.,;-: I'. Lviu,s diS<.·ns.s.•d !111 ~ nm11<•r w11J1 Assi~tm,t, A1,forney lic•cmml Bnrko it,." lmfpromisc,I to inqnirn further. Ifo li,t.c>1· 1:itlled lt!],d snicl, "Tho 

·· llfarsludl, ":l.10 s1wl thnt h~_<lid 11ot inumd to t;,11 tho 1:,•po,t,•nmythini.: ])Jrector w1mts you to know t.!111.t. you'rn I\ • • • clnmncil lmr." J\farshnll 
nhont, Di·. l\.lng, but thnt 1f h11 dov1ilopc<I nnylhing ntnll with l'<'l-,"lt rd tol<l tho Comrmtt,:c, "H wns vory dillicult with t.lrn Hurenu b.,c,msc 
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l 

.J 
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to [tho ,:·•·1:m·t,•1;'s] sonrc·o of inforn111tion, ho woul<l 1mss t his ,dong to if you snid t.lmt thoy were h,nking dcrog11tory infornmtion, they would 
us · · · l!-vnns mcmomndmn nlso uotcs, "Accord ing to iuforrmition sny, 'no, we're not.'"'" 
!lov~lop,•cl hy _our Atlnntii olli<'o 011 l?obr,rnry ,i, 196'1, [ tho repor<tei·] h!ld (3) llill Moyers, President Johnson's nssistnnt, tostificd thnt some-
!n !us P0 ':8cssion wlmt nppearcd to•oo 11 blind mcrnomnclmn containin" timo during tho "hurlcy-hnrlcy disor1,,n11ized pcrioil" shoi-tly ii Her 
11)fom,nt,on us to (A,lviscr A's 111lcgcd connections with the Conu111;: Pn,sident Kennedy's nssnssinntion nnd prior to President. ,Johnson's 
111st l',wtyJ.'' ' 0

' stnto of the Union nddrcss, ho hcnrd Jnughter inside Wnltcr ,Jenkins' 
, A rnern01·11.ndum from Cu1'th1t l)cLouch to Director Hoovci· dntcd office. Moyers inq11ired nnd wns t.old by 1t sccret1try thnt 1m FBI ngcnt 

h,h,·,(ur,y 18,_ l!Hi-1, nppnrm11'1y nlludes to this incident nnd provides hnd come to the onicC11md olfored to piny fot· ,Jenkins a tn].>O recording 
somo msi~ht mto the_ polit.icul implicntions of t.Jw FBl's investignt.ion which would hnve heen personnlly emlinrrnssing to D,·. Krng . • Jenkins 
of Dr .. Kmg. Accordmg lo I>d,o,u;h's memomnclnm, ·wnlter ,Tcnkins rC1fused to Jiste~ to the tnpo. A week Inter, the snme FBI ngcnt ngnin 
~nd Ilill ]\,[\'.,Yer~ of the White Honse told him thnt Burke Mnrshnll hnd camo to tho White Honse nnd offered to piny tho tape for Jenkins, 
cnll!l<l nnd rnchcntccl t~1nt the Attorn11y Gencml hind thought it. highly nnd ngnin Jenkins refused to listen t.o it.'00 

ndv'.s!tbh, for tho_ Prcs1dent. to soo the Dcp,wtmcnt of ,Tnstico filo 011 ,Jenkins t.olcl the Committ.ee thnt he did not 1·cc1tll ever hnving hcen 11
1fo

11·11

1
1.~,ut.lim· Kmg · · · to mnke certnin t.luit, the !'resident knew ,t!I offorcd t.np,~~ by the FBI, nnd did not know of 1rnyo11c on the White 

n ><Htt \.tng." "0
" II011sc st.n1f who lind becn.310 

The memorandum st1itcs t.Jrnt Marshall then : In ,iddit.icin to t.his incident., Moyers testified t.hnt hCI h~d been 
told ]'.vfoycrs thnt ho wnnted to, give tho Whito House n little gcnernlly nwnro that t.l1c FBI rllports about Dr. King inclmlcd infor-
w1trnmg. f~e stntcd _thnt ho pei-sounlly knew thnt the FBI mation of n personal 1111ture; unrelntcd t.o the purp'ose· of the FBI's in-
hnd lenkcd mformnt1on concerning Martin Luther King to n vestignt.ion. When nsked if Im lrncl ever nskecl t.hc FBI why it wits clis-
Mwspnrer reporter. Marshnll told Moyers thnt he thou ht seminnting this t.ype of mnteri,tl to the ,Vhite House, Moym-s rc-
t.hc Wh~tll Jfo_usc shoul,1 know I his innsmuch us infonnnfon spondcd: 
coucr.,·111!'~ IC111g would muloubt.cdly ho comiu"' out boforo I don't rcrm,mhcr. I j1lfit. 11ss11111ed it. w1ts rl'lntcd to 1t fol1011t 
tho p11hhc m tho nr1tr futnro. " of t.he invest.i~1ttions conceming t.hc co11111111nist 1tlh•g11l.ions, 

Director Hoover wl'Ote next to this cntr.v, "Mni-shnll is 
II 

Jin,·.'' ,0, which is whnt tho President wns concerned nbo11t. 
· Tho memorandum rnpo,-ts t.hnt ,Jenkins told DoLonch thnt ho Question. Did you evor question the propriety of the FBI's 
tli_onght tho ,\ttorney_ Genernl w1ts concerned with "bein 

011 
record disseminating t.hnt type of rnformntiou ! 

w1t.J1 tllCI President w,_t.h the fact thnt nlthough he hns, 'for politicnl Answer. I never questioned it, no. I thought it wns spnrions 
phurposcs, defended Km~, ho wants the President to renlize thnt he nnd irrelevant •.. If I-hey were looking for other nlleged com-
t e Attorney General, 1s well nwnre of King's Communistic bnck' munist efforts to emblirrass King nncl the President, which is' 
ground." •00 - whnt, the President thought, Kennedy or Johnson, it wonld 

'!'.he _Director's hnndwrittcn note stntes : "Kntzenbnch did his dirt just seem nnt,nrnl thnt other irrelevnnt nncl spurious infor-
ng~mst us befo~e 1VnrTcn Commission and now Mnrslrnll is try in"' t-0 mation would come nlong with thnt investigntion. 
po,so_nthe,V(lute) H(ouse) nboutFBI.'"•' M Question. And you found nothing improper nhout the 
~ mth~r llnrlrn ll1nrshnll nor Rill Moyers reenllcd tho events de- FBI's sending thnt informntion n.long nlso ~ 

scrt~c~dm De_Lonch. s mcmornndum. Mnrsltnll testified however nbout Answer. Unnccessnry ! Improper nt tlmt t.irn~, no. 
nn mc1 ent mvolvmg the Fill's Jenking informntio~ to n r~portcr Question. Do you rccnll anyone in the ,vi,ite House ever 
thnt '!'ny _well have been the snme incident. Mnrshnll recalled thnt questioning the propriety of the FBI's disscminnting this 
somet,mo ll!, I9G4, n reporter told him thnt tho Atlnntn offi1cC1 of the typo of mntcrinl ! 
Fil! hnd J • • f · Answer. I think ... there were comments thnt tended· to .

1 
given nm Ill ormntion nnfnvorahlc t.o Dr. King. Mnt-shnll ·-

snH thnt he phoned U,c Jlnrrnu officinl with whom he normally con-. ridicule t.he FIII's doing this, but no."' · 

: Mt•mommln.m, Fidwtn Gnthmnn, 2/lS/64. 
.,, Mf'mornnclum from Courln<'y Evnnsto Alnn R<'hnont, 2/ts/64. 
aoa ~ft•mornndnm from C.nrt.hn nc~r..onch to .T. E<11-:nr Jloov("or 2/18/64 
..,. I>rLonch nl<'mornntlum, 2/18/<'t·t ' · 
IOI' DeLonch nt('}11ornn(l11m, 2/18/C~l. 

D <'Lonl'h mf'mor11nclmn, 2/18/0·i. 

Moyers testified t.hnt he had not suspect.en thnt the FBI wns cov
ering Dr. King's nctivitics with microphones, nit.hough he con-

..,.. Hnrlrn MnrRhnll tcMtlmony, 3/3/70, JIJl. 4fl....47 . 

.. Dlll Moyers testimony, 3/2/7(1, p. 10, stnrr sum01nry or nm Moyers Inter
vie""• 11/24/75. 
"' Jenkins (stnl? summnry), 12/1/75, p. 4. 
"' Moyers, 3/2/7(1, p. 17. 
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,·,•1h·1l, "I. snhs1•11111•nll.v rl'ali,.,•d I shonlcl lmve nss.nnierl t.hat. . . .. TI11, 
1111tnrn of Um µ:11111•.ral n:forc11ccs llmf. wi,n, l,i,111g 1111Hli, . I rcnlir.c<l 
!:it.er co11ld only havr conH, from thnt. kind crf knowlcdg,•. 1111lr.ss 
tlwro was 1111 i1i'forn1<>1· in lllart.in Lnt.hcr King's prnst1nco 1, good hit. 
of t.110 time.'' :u:! 

U) A,·conling to Nicholas Kat.zt·n.hnch, 011 Nowm)im·.25, HlM, I.ho 
\\'ashing-I.on Bnrt,an Chief of IL nat.1011:d 11<,ws pnhlimt.1on told _h1n1 
tl.111.t. OIH' of his mpo1'1.t11'S hacl hc,,n 1ippn11,dH,cl hy t.hn 1•~111 m1_d µ;1vt,11 
111i- i,pportunit.y to list.t•.11 t.o son1t1 ''.111tcrt'st.ing" tnpt,s 111volv1ng Dr. 
Ki ng."" Katr.m,hach told t.hc Co111m1ttcc: 

I was shodwil hy t.his rovdJLt.ion, a.nd foll. t.Jud. tlrn Presi
,lt•nt. should 1 .... adv1si,d in1111"'li1,t.1•.ly. On Novcmlmr 28, I llt"y, 
with l\fr. llnrlm lll1u:shall, t.ht1 rt,f.iring hc1ul of: tl1t1 Civil 
]tights Dil"ision, lo t.lHI Ll\,J H.111w.h. 

011 tlmf. occasion he mul l in formed t.ho J>n,sidcnt of om· 
conversat.ion with tht1 11<•.ws edit.or 1111tl exprt•ss(•tl in very 
strotl<' t.crms om· view thnt. this w:,s shocking- conduct trnd po
Jiticnfiy cxt.rtmrnly 1ln11~cmus to t.ht1 Prcsid_ency. ~ told t.he 
President my view that 1t. should b<l stopp1·d 11nm1•tl111.t.cly 111111 
that he should pm·sonally cont.net. Mr. Hoover. I rceeivccl t.l~e 
impression thnt. !'resident ,Tohnson t.ook the matter very sm·1-
ously n.nd that. he woulcl do as I rccommcnclc<l. 

On the following l\fon<l1,y, I wns informccl by at least onr. 
otlu~r reporter, nnd perhnps two, ·of similar offers made to 
them t.he prior week. I spoke to the Bureau official who hncl 
been identified as hn.vinrr mndc the offer and nskecl him about 
it.. H" flatly drniecl that.';iny such offer h:,d been m1ufo or t.hnt 
the FBI would engnge in nny such activity. Thereupon I 
asked nt · 1enst one of the reporters-pci·hnps nll of them-:
whether they would join me in confronting the Ilnrenu on this 
issue. They cleclincd to do so. 

I do not know whether President. ,Johnson discussed this 
mntter with Mr. Hoover, or whnt, if nnything, wits said. How
ever, I wns quit.<l confi,lent. thnt thnt purticnlllr llct.ivit.y 
ceased at thn.t. time, nncl I attributed it to Mr. ,Tohnson's inter
vention. From thnt time until I left the .Tust.ice De.partment, I 
never heard from any person of subseqnent similar activity 
by the Bnrenu, nnd I nssnmecl it had ceased. I should ncld only 
this: I believed t.hat the tapes in question were not tnpes re
Rnlting from Bmcnn surveillance but tnpcs acquired from 
StntP. ln.w t'll forcem,•nt nuthorit ics, nnd t.hat such a rcprcsent{t
t.ion wns mncle to I.he reporter nt t.he t.ime.'" 

Kntlmnbn.ch t.cstificrl tllnt Cnrtlm DeLonch wns the Bul'Cl\11 officinl 
whom t.lie reporters ha.cl idt•.nt.ified ns hnving o!fe.red tlrn !n.pcs. Kntzen 
l>t\ch said t.ha.t. he Juul ,·ont.n<'t.e,1 DeLmwh on lus own voht.JOn, nnd t.lrnt. 
he cli,1 not. tc.11 DeLoad1 that. lw had discussed tht, mnttrr with t.hc 
Prrsi<lent. lfo s:ii<l thnl' when he nskt•rl DeLonr,h if t.lu, B11rt•11i1 hn<l · 

311 :\ftl)'f'T!-1, ~/2/711, p. 17. 
~, Tlw t\\·o ncwsnwn turnrd down th<' Tinrrnn'i,,t orf<'r . 
.,., Nlc•lioln~ Kn1·z<'11h1wll h•i-ttlmon:v, 12/H/7a, llf"nrin~:-1. Vol. 0, p. 210. 
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l"'><•ll olfori11µ; to piny t11p11 reconli111-,"' ,·011,:c1·ning Dr. King l·o r1•po1t
l'I':<, lkLoa.,·.h "told 11111 rnt.hnr 1rngrily I.hey wcro 11ot." ""' 

l\111'irn .Ma.rslrnll, 1rlw11 q11csl.imwd hy tht, C0111111il.lM about. t.hns<1 
OVt\Jlt.~,. t.l'sl,1111•11 I.lint. t.hc s11.111t1 1.wo reporters hnd 1dso in fornl<'.d hilll 
I hat 1>1)·~d.or Hoove1· was oll'i,1·i11g l.o play tape n><:r11·di11;....,; of ])r. Ii: inµ;. 
Tl11 l,11~t.d1e1l i.hnl, .lrn h:ul 11ss1u.1w,l t.he n,porlcrs "wt,i·" I.cl ling the tr11tl1 , 
tha.t. l.l11,s11 t.a.p,•. l'l'l'<ll'd1111-,i; ex1sl.n1I, and lhtLI t-ht•y w,•rp l)(•i1w 1,·,tl,,·,l l,y 
tl111 1•'1\1." "'° 1 le t,·st-.ili,•d t.l111t. 1111 had not. SHSJ>l!dt:d t.h>Lt, t.l;-;, 1•'1\1 hn, I 
prodncl'.tl t.lw lnpcs ilst\lf from micropho1111 cnvt•.ragc, l,ut.- t.hnt. II<'. had 
assnnl<'.cl th11 l•'HI hu<l 1tc<p1ircd Uw tape rccordini,,s from Sout.Jwrn law 
cnfo1·<:c1ncn(~ t\.~enci(~"i. 

H_tlitl 11of; occ.11r lo 1111~!.hal. th,, !<'Ill wonld g·o ii1·011111\ pl11ci11g 
1111<·.1·opho111-.; 111 Dr. l\lng's hnl.,•I ... '1'11<•. 1101.ion iluLI. tlu•y 
wonl,! ,,111111. f.11(\ 11,i,·.ropho.11", t.lud. 1.l~t>v hn<l II whole syslt,111 ,;r 
s1trvt11I. ancnyf I.hat. S<'.1t, mv0Iv111g i!lt•.gnl nntry JLnd tr,•sp11ss 
!utd l.h,111-,,s hlrn t.l111t,.d1tl 11ot.occnr lo m,•. I would noL ha\·c put, 
1t pnst 1.11<, local poltcu, hut I ('Ollsidercd 1it. tht•, t.ime-cxct•.pt. 
for Mr. IT0ov1>1· himia,lf-that t.hc Bu1·c1Ln wns a t.i.,ht.ly con
troller\, wdl-rnn, e/licicnt .. l1l\v 1tbidi11" lliw cnforrrmcnt 
JLgency, Umt it. dicln't do t.'hings like t.h,7t., 1111<1 tlwrdom, it 
dicln't occur to me thnt thr.y Imel done it. 817 

11-fnrsh:tll re,·nllr,1 th11t h" 111111 Knl.zenbach lrn,1 flown to Pn•si<lcnt 
,Johnson's mnch in Tt,xns nncl had told t.he l'rrsiclent that the FBI 1\·11s 
offering the tiipe recordi111,.,s to reporters. :l\forshall said thutthe Prcsi
,lc,nt wns "shocked," nnd th:it the "conversation wns in t.he context of 
it. being 1•e1·y i111portant and 1, very nnsty piece of business t.hat. hn<l 
to h\1 st.oppt•,1." Marshall ditl not know, howevm·, what. artion tlw 
Prt•s1den~ subsequently took, if any, nntl could not remember "·hetlH'r 
tlrn President hud voice~ nn intent ion to take ruty specific nctioH."' 

DcL.<mch, when ~keel 1f he had ever discusse<l the contents of tape 
recordmgs or surveillances of Dr. Kin" with members of the pres.~ 
trsti/iecl: "I don't recall any such co1~vers:itim\s." m DcLonch ,lit! 
s:':t.r., howcvc_r: that he hn,l known nbout. tht• tnpc 1'<'cordi111,.,s of Ik 
h.rng. Hc.tcstthcd that ~!IC such tape 1·ccorcling hn,1 b1•cn in his ollice on 
0110 OCC:1$1011_, nnd that .1t was sor·~arhlcd nnd so terrible, J menn from 
the st,mdpomt of fidelity, that told them lo knock it off 111ul tnkc 
it. back." " 0 

The only record of this episode in thE: FBI files is n memomndum 
by DeLoach clnt-0d December 1, l!lCi!, stating in pa1t: 

Bill llfoycrs, while I was nt. !11<•. Whi te House, to,liiy, n,lviscd 
that word h:ul got-t~n t.o the Presi,font this nflc.moon thtLt [tilt' 
110ws111nn) was t<lllmg :ill over towH . .. thnt. tho FBI 111111 
told him that Mn.rtin Luther King was (cxcisc,11. [Tht, 
newsman) nccorclmg t.o ]\foyers, had stnt<•.<1 to 8t•\·11mT pt,oplc 



.. --·· ••• ·-•·, ::::·::,·:::::.~,~~:.:~~:=::.:::~='T', ,>"-::::~::,~~:::::.~:: :::~::,·::::~~:''"::.:: ::m:d: ,., ••·,;II\; 
will muloul,tcdl)' do it to ,rnyone for Jwi·smrnl n•nsomtl, nnd 1uT1tngc1l 1t nml\ling with Di11•,·tor Hoover to sen! It trncc. The 

lllo_y,·1-s slnl,•.I tll<' J>r,•sid,•ul wnnf,•d to g-<'t this \\onl lo us 
I 

Flll's public criticism sfO[l[ll'<l, but Liu, llurt!1t11's s,•cn•t <:a111pnign lo 

/ ~ ; .,. 
~ 

so we would know nof· to trnst. Ith,• m•.wsiimn ·I . .llloyers nlso discredit Dr. King continncd. lfoli,wing 1.lmt Dr. King's downfall 
sfat,:d fhnt-. flu, Presi,_l,•.nt f,•Jt. thnt; l't.lio nowsniu.n] J,il'i,l'<l in- would sevcroly harm tho entire movement for mci1tl cqmdity, seveml 
t,•g-1·1t.v 1u1<l wns ,•,•rt111nly 110 lol'r.r or the ,Johnson ,ulniinistm- prominent civil right.q figures met with FHl ollicials to voice I.heir con-
tum or the !•'Bl. I told Moy,•1a this wns ccrt11 inly ohl'ions."' com 1u1d seek 11ssumnccs from the FBI tlmt tho ntt,icks on Dr. King 

D,•Lo11d1 kstifi,,,l f-lrnt. ii<' ,·oul,1 not. rec·ull f ho el'!'ltts st11TOJIIHliiw would stop. 
this 111e111ornn.duu1. Bill llloy,•1-s, nftt•r nwiewi11g- DeL011C'h's numu:= A. First Steps in the Public Oontr"ove-rsy Ap,il-November 1964 
rnndum, t<•st ilu,cl tlmt IHI reC':1 l lc,l 11othing-11bo11t, t.lu, inci,lent in vol vi1w 
tlrn 1rnws11111n or nbout. K1ttr.,•nb1wh's and llfarsh1tll's di~nssion wit.ft 
llw Pn•sidcnL lfo cli,l not. n•cull ,•vcr 111\ving- hcnrd thut. the\ Bnrc1111 
luul_offcr~d to piny l11p11 1·econli11g-s of Dr. King to r,1porters, or ,•vi,r 
hnv1111?; discussed the 1rmtler with ))cLonch. He tcst.ified, how<'vcr, t.Jmt. 
1>,,Lo11ch's nw111ora1ul11111 : 

so111uls v,•ry pl1111sibh,. I'm sm·c the President c,illccl 111,1 or he 
told 11u1 _to 1!•11 _him wh;itovcr [ 1>,•Lonch's ,locmncnt. r,,flects]. 

(,_)u,•st11m. 1>1<1 tlm I n•sult,nt. tell yon I.hut. he llll(h•.1-stoocl 
t.h11t. [t-lu, 1u•,YS111l111J w11s s1tyi11" nil ov,•r town th1t1. thl\ Bnrcun 
hnd lil1C'n of1't11·i11~ t.1qws'? · ,.. 

Answer. I rnn't. 1·e11w111b,•1· tlw dduils of thnt. Yon k11ow I 
can't. tllil yon t.lw 1111mlwr of ,timl'S tlm l'r,•si,lcnt. w11s so1111di;11!: 
off nt [the newsman].'" 

" ' hen asked if it would he fnfr to conclude t.hnt t.he President. Imel com
pluin!'CI to i\loym·s abont the ne,,·smnn's rcvcnling- thnt. the Bnrca.n 
Juul oll,·1·,•,l to pl,ty tnjll'S rnt.lu,r thnn 11 hon!. the fact. t hnt the llurmrn 
h11<l s!"·h tap,•s 1111<1 lull ofTpr,•d to play t·l,1m1, Movm-s n,pli,•cl, "It. wonld 
he f1ur lo l'o11cl11d<> t.hnt. l don't 1·,•,·nll if f'llllt· wns <>xuctly tho w1ty tho 
l'n•sid,•11t said it..""' 

\'I. TIil•: 1100\'1·:U-JCl?\(J CONTltOVJ•:RRY nt~CO?\IES PUI\J,lC .\NU .\ ·ntUCJ~ 1S 

Su111.nu11·y 
CAl,T.'EU: APltllr-OJ•:f.J,:l(]t'ER l fHH 

. J>i1·cl'tor I loo~·pr's dislike for D1·. Ki111?;, which hnd been known ,\'ith-
1n the Bnren11 sn1<·c cnrly l!Jti2,'" became n mutter of public record in 
~ovc1~1ber l!J(i4 when D1redor Iloover ,I!,scrihed Dr. King nt it 111N•t.-
1111!: ':.'.' h wonw11 rcporte.1·s 11s t.!!11 "most notorious li,11·" in th<1 country. 
l)r, I, n1g- 1·,•spo11,fo,l thnt. t-he l>1rec-tor was obviously "foltcri1w" under 
t.!u1 1·,•spo11sibilit i,•s of his oJ!i,,.,. The FBI immcdii,.t,•ly iut ... n:i(kd its 
"''!'l't!t c1i111pnig-11 '!g-1ti11st D,·. King-, olforini.: to play "t.he t,qws from 
m1<,ropho11" surve1lln11ee or Dr. King- to rnpo1ters 1111d .to lenk stories 
,·oncm·ning- !•im to t 1111 p1·css: The FH r also sent u tape recording n111clc 
fro111 the nucrophono s11rrn11!11m·c to Dt·. Ki1w with 11 ,vnrni,w whi<'h 
Di: .. Kini.: nnd his elose 11ssoci1ttcs int<wpr"t;,d ns 1111 invit,~-ion to 
~,11,·,Hlc. 

Tiu, public_ nspi,cts of t.hc dispuh• pcnlCl'd i,, J)i,1·l\mlicr l!J(i-i, shortly 
bcforn Dr. Kn,g- went to I•:nrnp(•. to 1·,·ct•iv,• fiH, Nobel l',•nc'l\ J>1·ir.e. Dr. 

:iH Mt•mor111uh1111 from Cnrthn Uc•l,onch to .lohn Mohr, l:!/1/0-1. 
rn lUII itoyc•r:-1. tC"sl l111011y, 3/~/70, JI. 8. 
~, ~· O)'('l"H t <•sl I 11u111y I 3/2/70, p. !). 
1

" As Pnrly ns Fchrunry l!)G2, the Dlrrctor hn(l Informed the! Domestic Jnt<'111· 
gence I>ivlHl011 : "Kin,; Ja no good nnywny," 

Althoni;:h the FBI had been cove1tly engaged in It massive c1t111p1tign 
to discredit Dr. Kin~ for seveml months, tho fact thnt the FBI wns 
the source of nlleg11t10ns about communist influence in the ci vii rights 
movement did not become public until the l'elense of Director Hoover's 
off-the-record testimony before tho House Appropriations Committee 
in April 1064. The Director wns quoted in the press ns having testi
fied thnt" 'Communist influence does exist in the Ne~ro movement' 1md 
cmt influence 'large mnssos' of people." "'Dr. King munediatcly issued 
n forceful reply : . 

It is very unfortmrnto thnt Mr. J. Edgitr Hoover, in his 
claims of ,dlcged communist infiltmtion in the civil rights 
movoment, hns itllowed himself to nid nnd 1tbet tho snlncious 
claims of southern mcists nnd tho extreme right-wing 
clements. 

We challenge nil who misc tho "red" issue, whether they 
be nowspup,w columnists or the hend of tho FBI himself-to 
come forw1trd nnd provi.111 1·e1tl evidence which contradicts 
this stand of the SCLC. vVo nrc confident thu.t this cannot be 
done. 

We nffirm that SCLC is unnlternbly opposed to the mis
guided JJhilosophy of. communist. 

. It _is. diflic_ult ~ accept_° th~ word of the FBI on commu
mst mhltrnt1on m the civ1! r1ghts movement, when t.hey h,we 
been so co111pletely ineffectual in resolving tho continued nmy
hem nnd brutality inflicted upon tho Negro in the deep south. 
It would bo encouraging to us if Mr. Hoover nm! the FBI 
would be its diligent in npprehendinl,!; t.hose responsible for 
bombing churches nnd killing litt.le children ns they nre in 
seeking out 1tlleged communist intiltrntion in tho civil rights 
movement."' 

In early Mny 1964, Director Hoovot· mnde the following rcsponso to u · 
question from United Presss International conceming w~ethcr nny 

· '" Nl'w York 'rime•, 4/22/64, ,,. SO. 
1

" l1'BI tnurncrlptlon of Dr. Klng'R Rtltt.enumt. to J)rcs~. Ml"lnornnctmn trom ,vn
llmn Sulllvnn to Alnn Delmont, ·1-/Z-1/6-1. Another 1rn1 nwmiornudum whlch <lt•nlt 
with D r. Klug'H HtntNncnt lndh•utcd the Hurenn'H 011lnlon thnt ~>111t•o11e "hli;-h Ju 
the: AdmlnJHtrntton a1ot known to UH ... nppnr<mtly n~r~tl with Dr. Klng'H prt•fiH 
rtilcni:Je." 8nlllvnn'H rt•1)()rt nhout Dr. Kln,:'H R!11tc1t1r11t 11olnfrd out thnt "Kin~ 
<tnotctl the AO n~uh1Ht the ntrcct.or, to the err,:ct thnt It I~ to 111~ cx1u•ctcd thnt 
commtml,;t wlll try to lnflltrnte civil rh:ht-~ 111ov,•mr11b1, hut 1111..·.v hnd 11ot H11c
cccllet1 ln mnklni;- the ex11ectt'tl hnpnct." ( Memorandum frmn \Vllllnm Sulllvnn 
to Alnn Delmont, •J/23/64.) 
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communists wcro in posit.ions of lendership in t.ho civil rights 
movomont: 

.Let. n10 first. ,·111phnsi7.c 1.Irnt T r·,•.rdi,.11 1.lrn vnst. nmjorit.y of: 
Ncgroos Ju,vo rnjectcd and rccognizo commnnisrn fo1· wlmt. it 
is ... , 

Tll<i exisl,,nce nn,l inrpor-t.nnco of I.he cornn11mist. inlhwncu 
in J.lw N,·.g:ro 1nOVl\nH,nt. shoul,1 not. he ignore,! or minimi7.ll<I, 
'nor siioul<l it. hn cx1tggllrn.t,•.d. 'l'IH\ Co111m1111ist. J>nrt.y will usi, 
its forc,~s !\ii.her in I.ho op,•n fonuu o[ puhlic opinion ot· 
t.hrnugh ils sy111p1tl.hi7.ors who ,lo nol we,,r t.he luul.g:o of con1-
1111111is111 1ml. who spout. so,1111 oft.ho sn11111 i,lcu.s c1trri,,il in t.hc 
Commuuist. l'ru'l.y li1w. This is 1.h" inllnonco which is crtpnhlo 
of llw\·in~ la.r~<' 11m:-,s<':; of loyu.1 u1ul <lt1dic.nl.t•tl cil.iz.t'IIH lowunl 
1'om11111nisl. olij,•,•.l.in•;l wh i l11 l,"i11µ: h1r<'d rtwu.y fnu11 1.h" l.1·11<1 
is,;m,s involved. J.t is up to the civil right:s orgu.ni7.rttions lh<lm
S<'.lves t.o rneogni'-l' t.lus rinrl fu.co up t.o it."' . 

On M1Ly 11, Dr. Kini-( 1tpperu·ed on t.Jrn news pt·o~mm, "Fnco the 
Nation." Ho denied comrnmusts lut<l in.liltrittcd ,kcis10n-m11kinl-( posi
tions in tho civil r ights movement or the SCLC rLlld rcnmrkcd thnt it 
wn.s "unfo1·tunatc" lh1tt "such a great man" ns Dimct.or Hoover hnd 
made allegations to thnt effect . . llr. Kin« added thnt tho Director 
should moro appropriately have remo.rkell on how surp1·ising it wns 
thnt so few N e~roes hnd t.umcd to communism in light of the trentmcnt 
they hnd 1•eceived. Dr. King said that tho Justice Department had 
warned him of only one suspected communist in the SCLC, and thnt 
heho.dfired thntindividuo.I.•~• 

The feud between Director Hoover nnd Dr. King heightened on No
vember 18, 1964, with tho Dircector's public nllegntion that Dr. King 
was the "most notorious lin.r" in the country. Director Hoover made 
thnt comment during n meeting with women reporters in the context 
of explaining how FBI agents ,vere assigned in civil rights cases. 
. According to n memorandum of tho meeting written by DeLortch : 

[The Director] stated it wns a common bolief in somo circles 
that Special Agents in the South were nil, without exc.eption, 
southern born agents. As o. matter of fact, 70% of the agents 
currently o.ssig:ned to tho South ,vere born in the North. He 
stated that the "notorious" Martin Luther Ki:ng had at
tempted to cn.pitnlizo on this matter by claiming that all 
agents assigned to the Albany, Georgia, Resident Agency 
were southern born ugents. As a matter of fact, 4 out of 5 of 

157 

the np;c,nts ussigrw<l to the A lhrLll)', C,•.orgin, Hrsi<l,•nt. Ag,•.ncy 
wen, nort-horn horn. The !>ired.or stilted he had inst.rnl'll'<i 
mr: to gd. in t.0111·.h wit.h H<'n>m11d Kini-( nnd line up 1111 np
po111lmi,nt so l.hnt. li:inµ: ,·.onld Im giv<'n 1.lw t.rnc ful'ls. Th, 
str.t<'d t.hnt Kini.: hnd rdnsi,d lo gil'e nm 1111 nppoinlnH,111. 111111, 
!·lwrnfon,, Im ,·onsi,h,re,l ](ing to Im the rnosl "not.orious linr" 
rn t.hc count.ry."20 

" 7hen t-.lm rnportr•rs nslw,l llirPl'i,or I foo,•i,r for rnoro ,h,lnils 11ho11t 
])r. King, 

ho st.nl.<><l, off ti"' rr'<'<ll'<l, ''II<'. is on" of tlm lmn,st. chn rru;lers 
in t.hoconnt.ry." Tlwn, wn.snn imnw,linfo inquiry ns to wll('t.hm· 
he rnulrl ho quotlld 1111 1-.lrn Ol'iginrd st-11l1•11H•nt, t.hnt. l111tl'I in 

. L11!.h1•1· Ki11g wns n linr· nnd ii<' slnl<•d . "Y<•s--thnl. is pnhlic 
1·ec•.ord.,, :i:io 

Ni<'holns Knt.zenlmch, who wns t.ll<'n Act.in" Al.tomey General testi
f1,e,I t.!111.t he tnllw,I wit.h Director Hoover nbout thnt. prnss rnnfcnmcc 
nnd 

[Hoovoi:] told mo t.lrnt it wns i1ot his pmcticc t.o hnvo press 
confor~nces, hnd not done so in the pasl·., and would not do so 
ag:un m t.he fut.urn. Pcll'hnps the depth of his fooling with 
respect to Dr. King wns reV<'nh•d t.o me hy his stateme1it t.luit. 
he did not undm"ot.nnd nll the publieit.y which t.he rcmrtrk hnd 
n~trnctc,~ becrmse he had been asked 11 simple question nnd 
given a simple truthful answer.'" 

Some of Dr. King's advisers drnfted n stron" response one of which 
would hnve "blown Hoover out. of the wrtter ~!ling hi~1 every nnmc 
in the book." m lleforo they had 1111 opport,;nity to relense the st.nt.c
ment, Dr. King, who was t.hen i:n Bimmi, issued the following public 
reply: · 

I cannot conceive of Mr. Hoover makincr a. statement like this 
without being under ext.re.me pressure. He has nppnrent.ly fal
tered under the awrsome burden, complexities nnd responsi-
bilities of his office.'"' · _ . 

Dr. ~ing ~!so sent n telegrnm t.o Di1'.ector Hoover, which wits made 
public, stat.mg: 

I _wn:5 appall_ed an? surprised at your reported statement 
mnhgnmg my mtegnty. vVhat motivated such an irresponsi
ble accusll.tion is a mystery to me. 

"':Memornudum from Cartha DeLonch to F,dwlo Outbmnn, 5/14/64, p. 4. :: Memorandum from Cnrthn DeLonch to _Johu Mohr, 11/18/&I, J>. 6. 
Director Hoover's answer wns lnltlally submitted to Gutbnurn, the Attorney D~Lonch memorandum, 11/18/64, p. 10. DeLonch tolcl the Committee nhnut 
General's Special Asslstnnt tor Publlc Infonn.atlon. Gutbmnn strongly obj€'cted to the incident: 111 i,n.ssecl l\fr. Iloon~r n uote mul told him thnt. It hl' n•ully fl'lt. thut 
the an1:twcr bcc11use It "put. communist Jnfluencc in the clvll rights movement out wny, he Nhonhl kC<'Jl it itfr the rt•<•ortl. lfo pnlll no ntt.t>ut.lon to thnt uotr. J 1111 s1,c•tl 
ot p~rE:Jpectlve." He then. bnd a •lengthy conference with DeLono111 nn<l the nnswer, him n second note nnd mude the ~nme slnh·m~nt nncl he 1,nJtl no uttcntlun to I hnt, 
quote<l nhove, ,wnH u~reed npou. (Memornnllum from Edwin Guthmnn to Cnrthn I null on the third O<'<·nsln11 thnt. I 1m~1-1P1I him n 1101.t~. ht• finifl out 101111 to tlu.~ wouu•n 
D<•T.,oach, U/12/04; DcLonch mcmorundnm, G/14/C.1.) l t.hnt 'JJcLonch hillH mo J ~houltl k,•c•i• tlt,•st' ~tnft•11u•11t.H com•,•ruln,: King ofT thf' 

.... Memorandum from }i'rcderlck IlnumgnTdncr to \Vllllnm Su1lUvn11. !"i/11/04. record, hut t.hnt'.1:t none of ht!-4 hnslne~"""- I mn<lP it for th~ record nnd von cnn use 
The HcudqunrterH o.~cnt who reported on the television 1u·o~r1nn udclt•cl t.he com- Jt for tho rN!ord.'" (Csfrthn ])r.f,oaC'h trstlmony·, ll/2ri/75, 1•. Ici!l. ~t•c nh:m 
rnent: .. I<ln,:'ff obviouM rcfcrcmce wna to the 'rr.mm·nl' or (Allvlf.;r.r H) from t.hr. l>~I:"i!ch tC"stlmony, l!!/3/7r,, IJPnrlnJ,:K, Vol. H, p.17:t) . 
SOLO. As c>q1ectcd, J{ lng Ucicl uhont. being wnrned of anyone else becumw he hnd ,~ h.ntzcnlmch t<'Htlmony, 12/~l/7ri, ll(•urlu~:,i, Yol. o. p. 210. 
l1crn wnrnc<l nhont (Advi...cw.r A) nnd lrns nevcrthcless mnlntntne<l n cloae nMocln· 1 IInrr)· \Yn<'htel te~tlmony, 2/27/7U, JI. 42. 
tlon with (Adviser A) ." (Unumi;nrdner memornmlmn, »/11/04.) I .,. New Yori< '..l'lme11, 11/20/IH, 11. lR 
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I hnve sinr1,r"IY qm•stiorl(',l f.11<\ pffod.ivPrl('ss oft.hr. F.Tl.I. in 
rneinl irwi,fonts, p1lrl irnlnrly wlmm lio111hi11g-s ,ind hrutalit.il\s 
n~n .. i11:-;t Nrg-rocs 1t11'. nt.issrn.' .. . 
. r will h,• hnpp_v to <lis,·uss this q11<'slio11 will, _you nt h•11g-l .l1 
111 t.h" m•.11r rut 1111· •• ,\ ]( hong-h your sl 11t1mw11I s1ti<l yo11 l11tw nt.
f11111plerl to n1t1d. w1lh nH,, I llllV<' sorwht. in 1•1tin fo, · nny 11•1•ord 
of s11<·h n. rc•q1wst..:1:i4 ,.., · 

Dr. King- nlso crit.il'ize,l I>irN·tor IToov(lr in n pm~s intl'rvi,:\\' on the 
~nme dny for "following tlw pnth of npp1•11s1,111e11t. of politirnl powr.1-s 
m th<l South.""' 

1'ho _no11:rsf.ic Int:"llig-enr." Division prl\p1uwl nn nnnlysis of t.110 
nll1•g-ntions 111 J>r. Kmg-'s h,h,g-l'll111 , "mphnsizino- t.hc <'V<'nts t.wo yenrs 
1,nrli1,r which the Fl\l hnrl inl,.i·pn•h·1l ns n rnf.7s,Ll hy Dr. Kin" 'to he 
i111<•rvi1•w1•1l."" S111livn11 r1,co111n1<•11ded ng-ninst. r,•.plyii11-( to Dr. JCi,w's 
d1nrg1•s or meeting with Dr. King-. The ])irertor p1•n11c,I his 1\/.(1'.<'<'lll;;lt 
011811llivnn's mcmornndum: 

O .K. Tint. I c1tn't. muforstnncl why we nre,1111ablc to get the true 
forts hefor~ the pnhlic. "'" ran't cv:en get onr nceomplish
mcnt.s p11hhshr_d. vV" nn• n<w1•r takmg t.lm aggressive, I.mt 
n.bov~ lips r~1nn1n nnn.nsw<•rt•<l.:1:n 

Tho followi_nl! d1ty, t.he FBI_ mnih•,l 1t t.,1.po mcor1lin/.( from tl"' 'Wil 
lnrd JTot.~.I m1cropl_ion1, Slll'v~11l11111·1i to l~r. King nccompanicd by n 
letter wl11ch Dr. Krng- nnd l11s nssoci,tl<•s 111t{!rprcte1l ns nn invitation 
to suicide. 

R. l'n7,rR Are Jfm7rd t.o l(i11r1: ll'm•emlMr !!1, 1.964 

.Sonmlimo in 111i,I-Nov1•111h1,r l!llif n clt•.cision wn~ nuufo nt. FIil Tfo1ui
q1111 r f.,1-s lo 1111til n ta,,., rm·oi·cli111~ 11111cl1• 1l11ri11g mii,ropholll, snrvcil11tnce 
or Dr. Kint.( lo t.h" 8C'LC olli1·1, in J\fln11tn. ,villi1t111 S11lliv1t11, who wns 
rrsponsihlo for the pmi,:rt, trstifierl th\tt he first. lrn~·necl of t.lrn plan 
whrn Alnn Belmont., Ass1stn11t. to the n,rector, tolcl ]11111 tl11tt Dii'l\ctor 
Hoover wnnted one of tlw. Kini! tapes mnilNl to <:orctta Ki1w to 
preeipitittc their s~pnrntion, thereby diminishing Dr. King's stnt;n·e. 
Belmont told .S\tlhva_n thnt the FTII lnborntory woulcl "sterilize the 
tnpe to prevent its bemg trncerl to the Burenn." Sullivnn wns to hnve 
tho tnp1• mniled from n southern stnte."8 

. Snllivnn told t.lic Commit.tee thnt '"' hnd opposed t.hr plnn bccnusc 
1t woni<l wnrn D_r. Kingt.hnt._his nct.ivitic.~ were beinl! covc1·e<l by micro
pl101)eS. Aeco1:,l111!{ to Sulhvnn, Belmont. ng-reed tlrnt the plnn wn.s 
nnwisr, hut. snul thnt he llllcl no power to stop it hrcnnse the or<lcrs had 
come from Hoover nnrl Tolson."" 

·~ New York Tlmca, 11/20/64, fl. 18. 
""New York Tlm"s.11/20/04, 11. 18. 
:; ~·1tnt Incident l• !lcscrlhc<l nt l'l'· R0-91. 

:\r,•mornndmn from Alt1x: Ilo:,:;rn t.n AJnn nchnont., 11/20/04. p. 4. n1r~tor 
Hoovt•r remnrkcd on nnot.hcr mt•mornnclmn, 11 1 hnve no intention ot ReclnJ.:" J{lng. 
11!:!ve him t.hnt opportunity oncf! nn,1 he lgnon•d It." 

Wllllnm Rnlllvnn lestlmony, 11/1/7r., 1>1>. 104-105. The Wllhml Hotel tnpo 
WRR ,·nlIN1 In from tht• \V11i;.hl11~to11 fl(\Jc1 offlr.c on Novrmhcr Jf), 1MI. Tiu• tlr
clslon nt Hen<lqunrterR would hnvc heen mntlc somutlmc enrllcr, 1,robnbly na n 
rc1mlt of fhe "notorlou:-.i llnr" controverAy. 

a.,, Snlllvnn, 11/1/75, p. 105. 

The FBI tel'11nici11n who 111·eJ>1tl'e<I the t1111<· tolcl llm ( '0111111itt1•c fh 1tt 
1111 hn<l bm'n onlt,red to prndnl'c 1t "l'o111posilt•1

' tnp<' fro111 cov1:r11g,, o f 
hot.rl roo111s in \Vnshingtnn, n .C., Snn Fm111:is<·o, nn<I Loi; Angr.l1•s. 
Aft,,r t.111, t.11pt•. 11'1\S COIIIJ>h•led, II rnpy \\'IIS l\,n ll'i_t.11 S11lliv11n."'". 

S11l1iv11.n tcsl ili1•,I l.hl\l. h,· ord,•1·1·,I 11 "I 1ght.-lippcd ... rt>l1nlilt1" 
1tgt•.11(. (-0 lly to T1t111p11, Jc'lnl'itln to nutil n pn,·.lrng-11 t.o Corc,U.1t King. Jiu 
,li,l no(. ltsll t,llll llt.(<'llf l111tl. I.Im p11clrng1, ,·011l11i1w,l th,• King (np,•."" The 
1igont. testific,1 t.hnt. 111, flnw t.o Mi1t111i nn<l I hen. cnlle<l Sulli~nn, who )n
strnctcd hi111 t.o nd<ll'css lhc paclmg,• t.o M11rt.111 Lui.her l\lng, .Tr. 1he 
agent snid thnt he mnilt•rl tlHI package from n post otlicc 111mr the 
Minmi 1ti1·port.'" A t.rn.vcl vo11cl11,r pl'Ovi,lcd to the Co111111il.tet1 by tho 
FBT i11<lic1tt.es t.llllt. t.hc 1t"t•11t. flew t.o Mi11111i on Novmnb,•r 21, l!lM. 

C01wn•ssn11tn An<lnm;--Ym111g, who wns t.lmn Dr. King's nssistnnl, 
rl'<·1tll~~l t.hnt. t.h1, t.itpo nrriv,•.d nt. th<' SCLC TTt·ndq11111'1!-rs _in At.lnntn 
sonrnt.i1110 lmfon, n1,c.t•1hhe1· l!JG,!. Co11gn•ssm1111 Yonnl! sn1<I tl111t: t.lw 
oflit·o pm-sonnel n~sumr<I the t1tpe cont.11i1w,l 1111othel' of llr. Kinl!'H 
speeches; it w·11s store<! for n while, n1Hl lnt1,r sent. to Dr. King's home 
along with scvci·al ot.ltcr t1tpcs."' Dr. Kini!, Cong1·1•ss111nn Y 01111/.(, nrnl 
some others listened tot.he t-npc sometinll' 11ftc1· n ... King luul 1·ptnmc<I 
from t·cc!\iving t.ho Nohel Pcnc1, Prize, prolmhly in ,Tnnnnry t!)(i:i. C011-
grcss1111111 Young tt-stificd thnt he prnhnhly d1•stroy,•,l tlw t np<' St,l'!'l'lll 
yrnu·s ht t.,•.r. 
· Congrnss1111m· Young- rer,tlfod thnt. t.he tnpt1 ll'IIS of 11 1•1•ry pool' qnnl 
ity, very garbled," but t.l)1tt nt. Jen.st. p:ut o!_it 1tppc11rcd to .111ive _hr(ln 
1111ule durin" n convers11t.1on b!\twrcn J>r. J\ rng- 11n1l olh<'r r1vil rights 
lenders ut. thr V{illnrd Hotel. He testified thnt none of the comments 
on the t.apo relate,! to th(\ commission of n r.ri11w or t.o "nfT<•dion" for 
<·01111111111ism . "Jt was }H~t-so111tl <·onvcrsntion n111011g frimuls." :,...a 

A<·.1·ording- to Conl,(r<•ss111n11 Yonng II IPll<•r 1111<! 11cconq>1111i,•<l t lu1 
tnpc, stnting- t.l11tt th,, I npc won hi be rt1fo11sl',l in ,J.I clnys 1111!1 l111·r11l ,•11inl,( 
"thrro is only on" thing- yon cnn ,lo to prel'enl this from hnppe11i111!." 
Congressman Yonng snid t.hnt when he 1111cl Ill-. King r~nd the lctt,•1-, 
"we nssnmcd thnt t,h<' It,t.ter nn,! t.he t.npc 1111d bN,n mnilecl !H <fays 
before the receipt of the Nobel Prize, nnrl thnt this wns n thrent to 
expose Martin just before he received the Nobrl Prize." Congressman 
Young testified: 

I think thnt the disturbing thing to Mnrtin wns t hnt. he 
felt somebody wns trying to g"t him to commit. suicirlc, nm! 
because it wns 1t tape of n mrcti11g in ,vnshington nnd t.Jic 
postmnrk wns from Floridn, we nss11med nobody hnd the 
cnpncity to do thnt other thnn the Fcdcrnl Jlnrcnu of Invcs
t.igation."' 

•
11 Staff' summnry ot [FBI Technlclnn] Interview, 7/25/7G, p. ts. The tnpe which 

wnM ultlmntely sent to Dr. Kin~. however, mny hnvr ronslstN1 ot thr ,vmnrtl 
COV('rl\~(i. ·· -

,u Sulllvnn, 11/1/75, p. 100. 
10 Storr smnmnry o! [Ii'BI AgC'nt] lnt<'rvlrw, 4/:.?3/7."i. 'l'hc ngent rC'cnllN.1 t.hnt 

tho pnckngc, wblch wns mnrkl•cl "frni;:IIC"," dlcl uot. hnve n rctur11 nd<lrt·s~. 811111-
vnn rememhcrM.l thnt tlw ni.:(mt hnd comuwnted that he hnd hnd trouhle mnlllng 
tho pnckn,:e hec•nn:,;;e It hnd no return ncldres)'(, lmt. thnt he hnd •·tnlk1'tl hlR wny 
nrnuml lt." (Rulllvn11. ll/l/75, fl. JOO.) 
. rn Andrew Yonni:: tcstlmony, 2/lH/70, pp. 0-0. Young rec-nlle<l thnt the J•nclmgc 

rontnlnlug the tn11c hnd n li'lorl<ln pos tmnrk. 
•H Youn~. 2/lfl/70, p. 7. 
'" Young, 2/10/70, p. 8. 
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Both Youn" 1111<1 Ralph Ah<lrnnthy, who nlso h<'11nl lfo• 1,qw nucl rrn<l 
t.h" ktfrr, i71t.rrprnl.e<l it ns invil.i1ig J)r. King- t.o t.,tlrn his own life.'.·'° 

"'illinm ~ullivnn (!•slifi<'.<l thnt. h<' could uo(; rc<"all such it l_dkr:"' 
Tlrn FBI prm·icl,·d 11,., Con11nill,•i, wilh ,L copy of n h•l_kr ,'':!"'.,}~ ,'\"" 
foun,1 in ~nllirnn's ollic"' files followml-( l11s ,hsclmrl-(C III J.)1 J; I hu 
h•lh,rsluti,,I i,ipnrl.: 

Kin", look inlo your lumrt .. You know yon llr<' IL c,imph,lc, 
fnuhl ~,id II gn•nf ei· li11loi lily lo n 11 of us N1:l-(1·01•s. " 1hil1'· Jll'Oj>le 
in lhis<'01u1try hnn,,•rn111gl1 [rn11,lsofl"lu•1row11 lml l nmsn1·e 
tlu,v don.'t. lmi·,•. on,• nf. lhis time. t.h1tt. is nny wh<'.rc. 1w1u· your 
,•cpinl. Yon 11n•. no d,•rgvn11u1 1in<l )'."II l_<•!ow if.. 1 rnpru( .. 1.1,nt. 
you nn•. n ,·olossn.l rrnu.l ,uul nu 1•.v1l, vw.ious mm nt. t.h11l.. . . · 
· Killµ:, lih nll [muds your ,•rnl is np111·011,·hi111-(. You 1·,:uld 
hnrn IH'<'U om .,,.,·ni<'s(. le1ukr .. . . l\uf; you 111·" ,Jon,•. 'I 0111· 
"l,01iorn.ry~' <ll~ii·l'('S, _v011r N,,bl•l ]>rizc .( what. n ~ri1n. fa1 ·tc) 
111111 ot.!1r.r nw1tnls will not. Sltl'<' you. Km/,(, I re.pc11t. you ILl"l\ 
ilonr.... . . 

Tlw Anwri,·nn. puhli<', t.hr. <·hurd, orgn111,.nt101_1s thnt. hnvC\ 
h,•,·n hl'lpinl-(--l'roti•sl1111ts_, ('nlholu·~ ,uul_,l<•.ws will know you 
fo1· whnt. yon 11rc-11n ,•vii henst. So will ot.lwrs who have 
l,a,•.IC<•d ymi. Y 01111 re ,lmw. 

Kinµ:·, thcrn is only one t.hinl,( lcf~. for :you to do. Yo_u know 
what. it is. Yon h:ivc just a4 days m winch to <)o (t.l11s c_xnct. 
nnmlw.r has been sclcct,•.d for n specific renson, 1t hns clchn1t.c 
prnetic:nl significance). Yon ,~re done. There is bu~ one wny 
out fo1· you. Yon lll'tkr tnke 1t before your filthy trnudulcnt 
sd f is bnred t.o the nation. 

Andrew Young st.nted thnt t.hc lnst. parngrnph of this letter wns 
identic1tl with t.hc lettrr thnt lrnd been sent to the SCLC hend~unrt.ers, 
but. t.Jrnt the other portions of the lett<>_r 1Lppen.red to be nn c.nr~1er draft 
of the let.tcr tlutt. he h:td srcu.''° Sulhvnn testified th1tt he did not re
cnll ,•.vl\r having seen the document, nit.hough it was "possible" tha_t he 
had somdhi111r t.n <lo wit.hit 1rnd si111pl_y cnnnot re.ml\mbC\r."

0 
~111l1v11n 

also tcsf.ifi<,d thnt h(\ could not rec,Lll any convers1tt.1ons nt. t.he I• HI con
ccrninl-( t.l1C\ possibility of Dr. King's committing sui~ide. Aft.e1· _ren.d-. 
in" t.hc. l11st. parngrnph of the letfor, he conceded that. 1t. cou~d be mter
p1~ted as nn invitation to suicide, although so fatr ns Sulhv,m knew, 

"' Youni;, 2/19/70, p. 8; stnlf summnry ot nnl11h Ahcrnnt.hy lnte1·,·iew, 11/10/ 
75, p. :i. 

'~: ~:::(!1r::!1.: .. ~1\{!~1~· n· :i;.ic1 not find n copy tu. nny of its other mes. 
au The Idler ,::lvm1 to t.he ('.,ommlt.tce hy t11e 1rn1 wns Min,::1<' r:1pncr.(l; Anth"cw 

Youn~ t~Ufletl thut. Dr. l{tng ho.cl rccelvccl "n tloul)lc f:illlH:Cd letter urnl it wnl~ 
nhont. n pn~l~ nncl n hnlf . .It wns typed ln n ~ery old t.ypewrJtcr, very bnd typlu~. 
II(• wllH <:ertnln, however thnt the lnRt. Jnungrnph of the two letters w<•re nrnrly 
tcl(mtlcnl . The one Kent to Dr . . J<lng "wns simplified nml hns shorter, ~hnpl~r 
,,w~1tt•m'<'A, hut. er-.i,;cnt.lnlly Rnlcl the F1ome thin,;, ei;;1wdnlly the pnrt nh~!1t theres 
only onC' thing l~(t for yon to do . .. .' I remC'mbcr t.trnt. vlvhUy. (Young, 

211~~:~j/:;;~l il/1/7", p. 112. Rnlllvnn su~~eet.ed thnt the letter ml~ht hnve 
l1C'l'n "pluntC'cl" In hlft filefl. 

lGl 

t.ho FBl's goal wns si1nply to convince Dr. King to resign fro111 t.ho 
SCLU, 1101.1.o kill hims,•.1 I'.''" 

,vi.cm nslwd_ hy f.hc Com111ittr<' \1"11111 Juul nll.i111nt.ely happene,l to 
t.Jw let.Im· n•ce1v,•d l,y H,•.v,,i·,,,,.] ](111/.(, Andn,w Young l<·sl.ilied: 

1'1111101. really sun•. nhout. t.his now, hul. I think we cliscnssed 
sonwlhing about. IL lcil<•r wilh IJd,011,·.h-l'm uot. c1•rh1i11 
wl_,dlwr 1t. wns l),,Lonch or Hrn loenl 1•'111 n/.(<'11t.s-1111<l tht'V 
s111d I hey would h!l µ:Incl lo look inlo_il. Tl1<·y said, wlu•nc,n:,. 
W\\ 1-(0t. nny of f.l1<·si, lund or tl11·1•.11te11111/.( i<'llers, t.o s,•111! 1.h,•m 
to 1hcm, nnd tl1<·y would l><• i.:h,d to iuvl\slij!:nte. Tlmt. h•th,r 
11111y h11ve h1•1•.n sl\nt. lm<"k to l><"L<>n<'h."'' 

(!. Atl'."np/.y by _t.lw Fill /.!'. "/,r,11/,··· t,, l,'eporta.y Tape R,,coivlimfJS 
/1·1nlmrm.v.<1/lfJ lo /Jr. A '"fl · 

_After Direct.or l [oovm· denouuc,,.J Dr. ], ing ns n "nol.01·ious liar" in 
mH!-Nove111!11,r, t.lrn FIil 11pp:tnml ly n111d" se\·t•rnl nttcn1pts t.o "lc1tk" 
t.n.po roconlm:.,TS concerning 1 >r. l(in~ t.o rn~wsnwn. Oue offer involving 
tho B111:<'.llll Chid of H 1111tio11nl 1rnws puhlicnt.ion hns l><•en discnSS1\ll 1tt 
lenl-(t.ll 111 th,11 prc~·,·<1111µ; cl)11J1ter."''" llnvid Krnslow, nnothc1· rnporl<,r, 
h1t8 to]cl lL ( ·OllllllliJl'C stnfl 1111\llll>l,r, that. <HIii or his "bl\lfor SOlll"Cl'S !Lt 
ti!~ B111~1·nu" offerml him !t trnnscript. of. n IIIJW 1:1·conling nhout l >r. 
h.mg. h.rnslow s111d t.h\1t l11s sourc_r. 1·en<l h11n 1t portrnn of the transcript 
o,i1 t.lw phmw,. 1tncl cl1u111ccl. that it c1i!"'' from 11 "bu:," opemte,1 by n 
Sout.l.'~rn pohcc ll"Cncy. h.mslow saul t.h11t he dcclmcd t.he offer."' 

It 1s n'?t known ]10\V man:i: ot.hcr r~port.crs were npproucht•.<l by the 
FBI durmg thnt pcr10d; Nicholas h1Ltzenhach tt-st1he<l t.hnt 11t. knst 
one ot.l1e_r n>porter hncl informed him of it similnr Bureau off~r,"'· nnd 
other witnesses, such ns Jnmes Farmer, hnve mentioned addit.ionnl 
"Jenks" from the Bureau."' 

.i.1i One FBI witness testified thnt he interpreted the 1134 <lny~" to refer to 
Christmas, nnd thnt the ~'DI !ind nppnrently hoped Dr. King wouhl rcsli;n for 
Christmas. ( .lameR A<lnms tc:-;timony, 11/19/7l'i, HenrinJ;:s. Yol. O:, 11p. 00--0.<.(.) 
,v1teu nske1l nhont thl8 intC'rJlretntJon And1·cw Young testifiC',l' 

"'\Ye didn't thinlc or thnt. ,vc tho~i:;-ht thnt he wns blnctnC' ubout committing 
suicide, nnd we Ucd the dnte to the NolJlc Priz<' . .. . Thnt ts t.lu~ wny we dis
cussed it i to commit suicide, or thnt he wns going to be puhllcly hmnlllntc<l i~~

7
)t the moment of his receipt or the NoUle Prizt~.'' (Andrew YounJ?;, 2/lH/70, 

Cnrl Rown.n stated during a stnrr interview thnt hP- hnd heen lnformPtl lJJ" 
n rellalJle .qource, whom he dcclinC'd to t<lent ity' thn t the tleclsion to mnil the 
tn1m recording nnd h~t.t.er hu<l h<•en mncle during n meeting nt whkh lllr('clor 
Hoovr,r wn~ prrsent. Rownn'R sonn-e t-nid thut t1u~ Dh•pct01· wnR "llvlcl" o,·er 
Dr. Kln~'s nceh>!· of the Noh<>I P,•uc<~ PrlzC', nml thnt m<'thod!o( nr 11n•,·t•nti11J:" n~. 
Kin,:: from reC'ch·m~ 1hr Priz<' wt'l'<' discu~:-;~l nt tlu~ 111<·cli11J:". Accur1ll11~ lo th<> 
Rmn-c<', tltrrt'. wos n cllNcux~lon nt the nu•pfin~ cm1cr.rnln~ nllt•s.mtlon~ thnt. nr. 
J{lng hn<l tr&<'d to commit sni<'lclc whl'n lw wn.s yonn~ (tmdl nllr~nt.1011~ llllcl 

I 
·n})~)(•nr('cl in th(' n~ws nlf'flin-P.J.:. Tlnw 1/3/iH, J>. l ·t). 1111tl thnt lu• Ntlll hnd 
!,11td'1nl te11cl1'11~i<'R. rrht• t-10\ll'C<' tolll Uownn thnt thr 1m1·tld1mntx In tlu• mrrtlu~ 
hnll conclmlrd thnt tf Uu~ h\J1e wrre mnlh•cl. nr. J(ln~ mlKht ht• RO tllf.ltn•:,ii.;Nl fhnt 

' ;;_\';-"ul<l commit auld,Ie. (Rtn!r •ummnri· nt Cnrl Rmmn lnt<•n·lew, ~/'2!1/7". 

1 
p. :.:ronng. 2/10/7G. p. 3R Yonn1-:'s t·onf,•n•11,~(' wlth nrLonch 1~ (1!8<·11:,;s("Cl p. 1cm. 

\ :: ~('e J) . 1!i:! d IWq. 
! 8tnfl' i:,in11nnn1-.,·. nnvld J(rnslow intc•r\"IC'\\'. 

or the rc11orter. I 
Ml Knt7.f"nh:iC'h, ll/l2/7ri, 11. fll. Kat:w11hn(')1 wni-; 1111nlilt• to TP<'llll llu.• hh,ntlty 

w .TnmcR F'nrmer RtntT Int<'n·lew. 11/J:{/7!i, p. r,, 

. ii 
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... ::_:-:~_:::W.,",:i~r, D. Roy lVill.,;ns of .. NAAOP rncetRwit1'D,•Loav:li to discuss al.lcg1ctions 11 I ·1 I I I 
' ' o>• l tD J 'V l ~ wm·,i publicly levi,,,l lll-{1Li11st llr. Kini-(, llt<: > an ,·onrn111111 .Y "'"" • ':';·'>,.,.··,' ·<· '''.l,} aun, , .. ltn[! : I om,in,crtl,JD.94 I sid!I with ])1·. Kini-( nnd tlw whit<• ,·on111111n1ly with l>11P<·to1· floon•1·. 

,. · ·\ .:;_ .'. i\~,: On N~>vc~nbct ~4, rnr,1, J>iycctor Hoover gn.vc n. sp,wch nt. Loyoltt I Wilkins s,ticl that. II('. nclvisccl lleLoach thnl tlu, FIii s!tonld not ov,•r-
{!niv<1rsit.y 111 Ch1,·1tgo 111 wl11ch lm n,frtT<'<I t~> rnoml l1Lxn,,ss in civil n•-ttcl. t.o Dr. Ki1w's criticisn1s a11<l that. he ,·011si<l<!r<'ll ll1·. Ki111,!'S crili-
right.s gronp. On Nov,•.mbcr ~7, Roy \.Yilkins, Executive ~ocrct1Lry of ,·.ism of th<, Flllf,:; fnih11·c to \'i"orousl_y Pnfor~o tho civil rii.:hts laws to 
:t-:AAQP, phoned DcLo,1ch ,w_d l'(\')lll'stcd 111m,eting. \11/ilkins told t.ho ho totally just.ifi1•,l. Wilkins tolcl th<1 Co111111itt<,<1 tltat 11lll11111gh 111, hnd 
Comnut.teo th1tt lw l11ul been d1st11rbed by Hoover's Loyoln University considered t.hc n1cctincr IL "snc:cl•Ss'' nt th<, t.imc, 11ft<•r r<m<ling ll!'l,oac:h ·s 
spcccl! n fow cl1Lys h_cfore, nm! that lrn lmd re1tlizecl Hoover hnrl been mernom11<l11ni ho re,tl~e\l t.lrnt. ho ha,! fniic<l to convey _the impn•ssio.n 
r~fcrnng lo Dr. Km/! bccnuso of rum~rs then circulnting thn.t tho thnt ho had mtencled, smc<, DcLoncl.i, l11ul dearly 1111s1ntcrpn,1<•.,l 111,; 
I• BI hnd dcvelopNl "<lerng1ito1·y" rnntcruil about Dr. Kiner. '\>Villeins 1·<,11111.rks.301 

wns s1n11·1wl into n1m•tin:.: wit.It D<1T,011ch by pointed inq,Jrics from \Ylmn J>0Lo11ch was ash,! hy t.ho Con11nittN1 if t.hc "11n11n1111il.io11" 
scvoml rcport{!1'S about, whet.her Dir<!ctor Hoover's rcm11l'l<s hnd 'been ho h1td threatened to use 11g1ti1ist Dr. King wn.s the t-npe. 1·,•conlings, 
directed tow1trd Dr. King. ,villeins ,1,~~crilx,d his motivntion in re- l>,•.Lo1tch roplicd, "I don't know what 11111<! in rnind, fnlllkly, it.'s b,•.cn 
questing the meet.in~ 11s "protecting tho civil ri.,hts movement" He so long 1Lgo, I cnn't recall.""' '\>Vilkins did not re111c111ber DeLonch's 
snid thn.t Dr. Ki\1g aid not lcnm of 11is meeting"with DeLond1°until nso of the term ":unmunition," but clicl reeall that DeL011ch frequently 
over n week nfter 1t had occnrred."' nlluclcd to "derogatory informntion,·• althongh ,Vil kins ,ms unclear 

DoLonch and_1Vilkins_ha.,•e g!ven the Committco differing accounts whether DcLonch wns rcfcrrin~ to 111lcgntio11s 1thout. Dr. Kinl-(·s per-
?f whn.t wns snid nt then· meeting. DcLoach's version is summnrizcd sonnl conducto1· nbout Communist infilt.rntion of the SCLC.'" 
Ill' n. letter that he sent to Presi,lent ,Johnson on November 30, UJG4 : Tho followinl,! dny, :111 oflicial of the llon,cstic lntellil,!<'n<·<' Division 

'Wilkins snid that ... . t!i<: r,!irmtion of King would spoil the propos,•cl to \Villi,1111 Snllivun, hPnd of tlH' I>irision. t.hnt. S<'V<·1·11l l<•1tcl-
downfull of tho entn'<l ct vii nghts movement .•. WilkitL~ imli- Ill" memh<•t'S of tho Hinde com111ullity sho11lcl l)(, h1·icfcd 1tbout Dr. 

ted th t ['f II t' · Kfiw by the FJI[ "on n ·hi.,hly c·onfi,fonti1tl bnsis." It was propose,! 
ca a I a cga t?ns conccrnmg Ki1_1g's personnl conduct t1tat""t110 uso of :t tnpc, sucl1 ,is <·ont.cmJ)lntc<l in your mcrnornmlmn, nncl suppos_cd connections. wrth com11111111sts were publicized], 
mn.ny of his Negro nssocrntcs would riso to his defense. He together wi_th a trnnscript fo1· com·cnicncc in following the tnpc," 
f~lt, however, that mnny whito peoplo who boliovc in the civil should be usecl. 
~1fhts movc!llent nnd who yen:rly co~tributo from ,$500 to "Tlrn inclusion of lT.8. novernm<•nt. oflici1tls, such ns Cnl'l 
$:>0,000 to t.l11s lll!>vcmenl. wouhl 1111111c<lu1tely COILS<•. t.hen· finim- How1tn or H,dph B1111d1, is not Hlll!/!<'Sfl•, l 118 they mighl f<•lll 
cm! snpport. TJ11s loss, conplc,1 with t.ho loss of faith in Kiiw ,~ clut.y to ,ulvis,• the• \Vhit<, I louS<1 of such c·onl<•mplut,•d m<•,•t-
by m_ilfio1!s of Amoricnns, would lrnlt 1my further progi·css of ing .... Thi~ groul,) should incllllh, s11d1 lc,uh•rship us would 
tho c1v1l nghts movement."• · be cnpnble of t'C111ov111g King from the' scene if tll('.y, of their 

A memornndum by DeLoach written shortly nfter the meeting states: own volition, dcci<lrd this wus tlw thing to do nftcr such u 
briefing," lBJa 

!_told him ... thn.t if King wnnted wn1· we certainly would · · 
give it to him. Wilkins shook his hend and stated there was no E. Dr. [{ ing a11<l Dfrector 11001,cr .If eet: J>uem71er J, l.'!64 
doubt in hi~ mind !18 to whic~ ~ide \Vo';'ld lo~~ if the FBI really 
cnme Ot(t _with all its nmmu111t10n ngamst J\.mg. I tolcl him the 
n_mmu111t10n wns plentiful n.nd.thn~ ~Idle we ,vc_rc not !'espon
s1ble for t.ho m1tny rumors bc111g 11utrnted ngnmst Krng, we 
had hcn1:d of these rumors lllHI were certainly in n. position to 
substn.nt111te them.300 

~Lo_nch's memomndum stiitc<l tluit the meeting hn.d concludccl with 
Wilkms' prom1so to "toll King that ho can't win in u battlo with tho 
FBI.nt\d t.hnt tho best thi~g for him to do is to rctim from public lifo." 
. W1Ikms told tho Com1111ttcc tlmt DcLonch's description of the meet
mg w

1
as "self. so_rving 1111.d filled with inn.ccurncica" nncl denied Dc

Lon.ch s description of Ins re111i1rks as "pure invention."'°' \Vil kins 
s~1~tcd thnt he _hncl expressed !us concern that nccus11tions nbo 11t Dr. 
l\.mg would cnpplo tho civil rights movement, noting that if clrnrges 

:; Stntr anmmnry, Roy Wilkins lntc<Vlcw, ll/28/7G, p, 1 . 
... Lcltl!r, Hoover to Prc:ildt•ut, 11/30/04. 

~fomornudum trom Onrthn DcLonch ,to John Mohr 11/27/0•J p 2 
.,, Wllklns stnfr suwmnry, ll/23/7G

1 
p. 2. ' ' · · 

According to one of Dr. Kin<J;'S ll')!':tl co11nscls, Httrry ,vnchtcl, scv
crnl prominent civil ril,!hts h•1tcle1'S told Dr. Kinir of their ronc,•rn thnt 
public controversy with Director Hoon,r wonld hurt tlw. civ il ril-(hts 
1110,·c111cnt., but. promised to support D r. Ki111~ should surh n ,·cmfront,i-
1 ion oec111·. \V1tchld recnlle,l t hnt. Dr. Kinu: anrl his stall' pon<l<•r,,<J "how 
to <l<•fusr. t.his 1uul pnw<•nt. it frnm 1,,,.'.0111i11·~ the prin<'ipttl forns of thn 
st.rug-glr. Hoover versus Kin/!.'' whil'h "coulcl only have ll'n<l ton clivi
sion an<! thus n ,lilutio11 of the. growin:r stn!nl,!th of lh,• civil ril,!hts 
movcmcnt."1Vncht.cl tcstifie,l; · 

Evm·ything pointed town rd t.hc problem of how Hoover w~uld 
l'Csponcl if I>r. Kini! sni,I in effect. "you're n littr; prove _your 
ense. If you c•nll nm n. tinr. prove it ." Evc•rv lnwyPr worth his 
s,dt knows t.his is the l><·i.61111i111! of llu, ,\lg<>r Hiss t_yp<, of 
dilemma. Lihcl nrul sl:11111<•1· lili)!;ntion 01· puhli,· d,•hal,• of 

:wi, ,vm<lnM (Atnfl' t.nmmnry). 11/23/75, I). 2. 
""' Cnrt.hn ])<•LonC'l1 t<'stlmnny, 11/2!'i/7l'i.11. 173 . 
)11J ,v111c111!-I (:-.tnrr >.umm,u·.,· ). 11/:!!l/7:i. JI.:!. 
M:1• pr<'mornndum rrom .J. A. :-:ilznn to\\'. C. :=::nlllvnn, 12/1/M.) 
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famous iwrsornditi,•s c1u1 l'nsily 1<•,ul 1? <l<'st.1·11<·t
1
i?n o~."('/,~~~ 

µ:oiiw rnovl'lllr.nt .. You mul np spcnrl111g your .1111,• 1g I l ., 
on•r':'~l l'ut.h n~ n. d,~fr.oHP." :w, 

J)r Kill" IIIHI his udl"is,•rs S<,t.t.le,l on :rn upproa'.·h to ii!'' 111:ol1t111, ''.lH[ 
on ·1.hi ,,~,•-ninµ: of Nm·1•111h1•.1· ao, llHi-1, at ,~ynhlu·. nH•1•.t.111r1 '-''.. Ht": i~n 
his 1·t•1·1•ivi11~ t.lH~ Nolu·l Pe1u:t•. Pri,1,1•, 1)1·. h 11Jg- n_n!Hl111H'Pt 11s 

111 l 11 
· 

,.
0

• 11,·,:, . .1. with l >iredoi· I lom·1·1· lo imn out. t.hmr d1ill\l'l\lllll'H. 
'1 do rn·,t. >lnll t.o t~t1gngt•. i11 p11hlic tld.>nf.t•. wi, .h Mr. l loor t•.1· 11.nd 
l I hink t'i..•. t.i11H, 1111.s ,·m11<' for ,t.11 th1H <'<.'11t .1·ove1:H)'. t.o. "ti, ,u11\ 
for ull of us 1·<1 /.!'.:.\;,"n wil.h t.h,• lnr/.!<".t' ioh of 1·.11·1! nµ; ilH 11.11< 
ln.w ,•.11fo1'l'PIIH'.11t.. • 

'" I , . tlw11 llr li:in"'H 1•:x,•1·.111.ivn 
At•1·ortli111r t.o Antln•w I Otlll~. \\' 10 

"
11

~ • · : ~ • . ii t•1rnw 
\ .. · ·t 1·"1.1,,,. 1111,.{.iiw wns ntTHll/.!<'d by J)r._An·.h1h1tld ( .,i1<,y, · · · 

1 S."'ilS 11n ., ,.... - · t 1~ . • .. •tnH·~t :mo 
friNHl of hot.Ii Ud,o:u·.h nn<I I>r. 1~ Ill/.!,"· ~mp; st<. 1 "1 · l J)iredor 

Youn" ri·c1111,•d thnt. I>r. Kini! h,\rl henn surpnsn< _ ,y ·: · 
. •r~ "most. notorious linr" nl!,,/!n.tton 1t1HI wnnh,il l'.o l,n<\ out." hnt: 

llomct ti I ·I if t·l1,• 1irohh•111 ""' ,V,tlh'1' l•'1lt1nl.my, who s:ud 1.h11.t. lt1s 
\\"ltS II · · 1l'- H'III · < . .· · ''f . , ., I [ • I ihnt 
n •t·n1h•d.in11 of l'.,·nnts s111To11rnltng t-.lw llll'P

1
t,tn.g \\'~L<; b ~rn,1,yt, 1

;; \ Li>i;·cc' n,: Kinµ: hall n.lso hl'l\ll mot.inlt.c,l by ll < i,s1r1•. t.o t·ing O 
· m. ti • 

t
01

\ nt.t.,•.nt.ion complaints of Sont.hcrn SCLC w01·kc1_-s ron1·1•rm11 /! · ie 
h~.1; of Fl\ r prot.,\r.tion <!minµ; civil ri)!hts dr.monsl'.rat.wns:"" 1 t 
' Th,• ims•ti n" bctw,•,•n Dr. Kini! tutrl Dtrecl'or Hoo\'e_r took pace 11 

· · " · f ]) b · 1 1°(;4. Dr Ktn" was nccom-:1 :all p.m. on tlw 11f1<--rnoon o ,•ccm e1 ' " ,· . "1-, •Y ,,. 
innie<l by Rulph Abcrnnthy, Secret:1ry of thci_fiCLC; Anc 1c\\ 01111 ..-.: h.- Kin i's F,xcrntivc Assist.ant; ancl ,\rnJtcr l• 1L1mt.roy, the SCT'.C {<'f 
ri·.s;mt.a.tiv~ in ,vashington. Jlircl'tor Hoovr.r wns nccompn.nH,c Y 
('nrthn DeLonch. l ,] · l 

DeLoach detniled the meeting inn twelve-page memornnc nm ''i;nc
1
1 

y mm 'and Abernathy describerl ns "substantially" accnrnte, n< • 

in/! f;,,It. chieflv wit.I) t.hc prnise of l~irect.oAr H~re; t~t g~r,!~l 
whioh ]),,J,onch nttr1b11ted to Dr. Kmg. ccm m.., o 1e 
ll('l'Olllll. nr. Kini!: said: . 

(he) wanted to clear up any miH1111derstnndin)! whicl! nught 
huve occun-cd. He stated thnt some Ncgrncs hn?- to)d 1nm th_at. 
the FlH hnd been ineffective, howe_ver, he wns mclmed to_ dis
count such criticism. Reverend Kmg asked t.hat _t.Irn T>ircc
tor plense understand tlmt u1_1y criticism. of the D:irec~or n1_1rl 
the FTII which hncl been uttnbuted t? I{mg wus e.1t.he1. u m1s
<Jnotc or nn outright misreprescn~ation. Hll stut.ed t.lus par
ticularly conc·<'rned Alb:my, Geo1wu. 

n;vr.mnd J~ing st.:i·P.rl he personull:y nppreciat~rl t.hP. ¢rr.1tt 
work oft.he FBI which harl hc1•n done m -so mnny 111st.nnr,•.s · · · 
n,•vP.rcrnl King: stat.eel he hn.~ neve.r mu,1" nny personnl nt-

-~Vncht~l· tr:--Mmony, 2/27 /7G. Jl. 40. 
:1oll\ llnilc:,1 Prt•x!ot Jn1l•n1nllonul rc>l1·nR1•, 12/1/M. tl I 
:,n,i Amllt•w Yoimg IC':-.ftmon.v, :!/1fl/7H. p. l!t. r.un•.v'~ rN•nll~~llm1r:1-.i1p1111rtR I lot 

n<·t·iHiut. (!-itufT i,,;tunmn,·.r of .An·h11mld (~lll'l'Y l11tt•1,· 11•w, 11/- 1/7,). ) 
~ ~tnrf 1-tnminn~· of A11cln•w Youn~ rntt•rnrw. 11/1fi/7fi, ~.1 . 
:1N1 Sin ff NUmtnnry of \YnH,•r 1,~nuntroy lnh•rvlcw, 11/17/7,,, p. l. 
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tuck upon Mr. Uoov,,r ... H,wr.rcn<I King s1Lid t.l11Lt. the. ])j. 
reel.or's rcp01t i.o the Pn•.sidcnt. this sun1111e1· on riot.ing was 
1\ very 1•.xcl!lh•11t. 111rnlysis. 

H<Jvcnm,l King s!.ill'e<I he hus bl\l'll, lllHl st.ill iH wr_y 1·011-
ccrnccl rcgnl'lling" I.he mntfor of commnnism in ti)(\ c·ivil rig:ht,i 
mov,•mt'llt. Revcl'l,nd Killµ; st.at.,•<I t.hut. from a st.ronµ: philo
sophic,il point. of vil\w he could 111wcr h,•,·om,• 1\ comn11mist. 
. . . Jfo elnime,l t.lmt. wlwn Ill' h•ums of t.lrn i,h•nt.il.Y of ll <'Olll· 

munist. in his 111i,lst. hi\ inmu•,linld_y ,I,•nls wit.Ii till' prohh,m 
by rc,111oviJ1g t.his 1111rn. I fo sl.ut.-tl t.hp,rc huve hemt 0111•. or l.wo 
c;lmm1mis(.s who we1·,~ l'll~n~t•.tl in f111Hl rn.isin~ for tlm SCLC. 
H<1vl\r1•1ul 'King lh,•n ,·01-r1•,·t1•1l hi111s11lf to HI\_\' th11t. illl's1'. 0111• 
or l.wo nwH wt·.n~ fonnt:r t·.01t11n1111ist"I untl no(. P11.rly llH!tnlu•.1'!i 
11.t. t.111, prnsmt t.inm . . . 11,•. sbli.1•.d t.1111.t. he l11ul insisi<·d tl111t. 
[A,lviscr B] lcnvo hiH sl.:dl' Lc,·1lnst' t.lHi Htic,:I\SS of his 01'g11 11i,.1l· 
I.ion . .. wns for morn importunt t.Jum frie1Hlship with LAd
viscr B.] '"" 

Acconlin/! to Younµ:, the meet.in)! op,•.nc<l wit.h I\ simpl<•. 1•.xcl111.ll)!O 
of /!l"!W.t.ings-not. with t.he cx1·,•s.siv" pmis" of t.lrn Din,1·tor rclll\l '.lt,d in 
])l\f,ouch's m,•mor,uulnm- nn<l tlu,11 Director Hoover prori,~led to 
µ;ivo n monologue that Instr.cl for some fifty -five minnt.cs. DeJ,onch's 
sununnry nmm.ornndmn hent-s ont. Yonn)!'s churnctcri,.nt.ion of t.he 
1111,d-ing ns rssr.nti,illy n bril\ling l,y Direct.or Hoover on FBI opcrn
tions r1..1ln.ting to civil rigl1ts.:no 

:,tlll l\Jemornndmn tr-Om Cnrt.hn DcLonch to .Tohn Mohr. 12/2/64, pp. 1-2. 
:it iJ After r(•porUn~ llr. King's OJ1l'11l11g n'mnrkH to lllr<"f.:tor Hoover. tht" pnrn

grnphs from the bottom or the- f.lecoml 1mi:r to the encl oCt.hl• memorumhun lwgln: 
url'he Director interrupted l{ing of stnte ... 
"Tlw Dlrl'ctor told I<lug nncl hl:-1 nssoclnte1:1, .. 
"The ))lreetor told R,•verend King I.hat the FBI . .. 
"The Dln~tor told Kin~ U111t mnnr coi;<'H . . . 
uThc Dlrc>ctnr mndP It clc•nr to R('n•:rl'ml l<ln,::- nn<l his nssoclntee . .. 
"'l'lu~ Direct.or mn,1<• refl'r<"n<'e to n,~Y<'rrnd KlnJ:;"'s al1(•~tlon .. , 
iurhc Dirc>ctor made rt•rN-<'11<:'e to U1e n~·C'nt cn~.t· iu . .. 
"'l'hc• ])lrC'etor £'xplnhwd thnt tlwre IN n i:,n•nt mbm,,h•n-tnmlln~ toe.lay . . . 
11The Director f.J1nkl" of the FR I's KUCC("~~ful lK'nctrntion of the l{KIC . . . 
"He flpokp of the FBI't:1 c;u.;(• ln T.rcmlHlnna . , . 
.. 'l.'he Dlrecti>r told the s:;rou1, thut . .. 
"'.rtH~ Director ex1~1ntned thnt. in Alnhnmn ... 
"'rhe Director told Re.vprend J{lng nnd hls nSMcinte~ t1lnt . . . 
"The Dlre:ctor made It very clt•nr to Revt>rC"nd l{Jng nn<l his QAsoclntPB, .. 
"The Direct.or told Reverend King he de:dre<l t.o gh·e him some ndvlce .. , 
"The Director told Reverend King thnt In dne t.hnE":., . 
"The Director 1>rnist>d the Georgit\ 1mpers thnt ... 
"Tlw Dlr('d·or tol(l King thnt ht• wnnh'C.1 to mnke it l"<'ry cl<'nr ... 
·'The l)lreetor ex1,lnlnf'd thnt we hnve . .. 
uTlie Direct.or r,q>Ok<" once n~nln of tlw nt•c-eH~lt.y o! . .• 
"The Dlrt."C'tor ~J>olrn of n . .. 
.. nc,·<'rt~ncl l(lng lnh•rru11ted thQ T>lrt-ct.nr ut. thl~ point 111111 n:-iked . .. 
"The nfr<"Ctor tohl Re,·e~nd Kin~ n111I his ns.qcwlnh•A .. . 
'"l'htt Dl.rt~tor nwntlnn<'tl thnt lw wnntrcl to mnkt• It. ,·rry plnln thnt.,. 
"'l'he ntrector 11romlly i-pokr of •the nhlllt,-· or A,:cut.R to .. . 
"ThP T>irrctor Npokt> ot the MnC'k Chnrh•» Pnrkt•r cn~e In .. . 
"Tht• I>lrl'dor b1l<I nc,,·t•r('1H) Klug thnt In 1111mr tn:-it11m·t·~ . . . 
"U1•vt•rt•11t1 Aht•riutlhy J,1.IJ1h•tl thnt lilt' St•i:ro,·~ hnv,• u r,•ul 11rohh•111 In ,. , 
"'f'lrn I>in~ch>r PX}llnlned thnt .... 
"Rm·rn•1ul Alw.•ninthy J,(tntNl thnt .. , 
'"!'hi• n1r,•dor t.tntrtl lhnt .. , 
"'.rlw ])ln-ctor J'f'lt.t-rnh'<l t.hnt . •. 
"'l'lu~ Dlrl'ctor lnh•rruple(l King nnd hrlt•ll:r delnilt><l flyc C'IIJ,1.t!!-f .. . 

, _______ .............,. .. -~~~JS,U,4~~~ ~~~,~~W~IAtl1~~.~·-~~?l!~~..+~~~~~~1.-tl\l.l!~~~~"l;o.c"','>~~, . , 
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Congrcssmn.n Young tesf.ifietl thnt neither the Dirccto!''S pointed cri
ticism of DI'. King 1101' tlrn possihility t.hat. the FBI wns spreading 
rtnnot'S a:Uout J)I' . . King was ra ise,l nt the rnept.ing.:111 Neither· Young nor 
Alxirmtt.hy J'Ccnlll,d uny hint.of blndonnil, but.Abe!'Jmthy <lid n,metnbcr 
<Jnit.e clcnrly t.lutt nt one point l loovc!' "µ;11ve King tL b:t.m'll l'l\lrtin<littg 
him t.lmt. lrn 11'1\S n nrnn of lhe clolh'" ,rnd 1L 1mt.ionnl lendm·, nnd t.hnt. hl, 
should "bclmvli !tintsl'lf." .\b!'rtutthy did not. ,liscl'l"II any hint tlutt. Dt· . 

. King Juul not live,! up to t.lm ,•xpcl'le<l st.tuulnrds. lfo snid thnt. l)r. Kittg 
rcmai,md "very c1tlm," th1tnked Director Hoover for the rnmin<lcr, and 
ngl'Ced that it w,is importnnt for n nntionnl lender to set IL mom] exnm
pl!•. Abcrnnthy s,tid thnt. thll I>irccto!' then told DI'. K.ing, "If yon 
lmvcn't dono ,u1ythi11g wrong, yon don't lmvc 11nyt.l1ing t.o worry 
about.." s-;, 

.\lthongh DcLoach's n1cn1011u1<lnm of tho mocting stntes that. Di1-ec
tor Hoover 11!1(\ DI'. King discns.se<l possible Communist intlucncll in 
I he 8CLC, Amk<ill' Young testified: 

He nevcl' brought up t.ltc subject of Communism nt nll 
(Advise!' A's) nnmc nc,·t,r ,·umc up, nnd there wns never any 
discussion in our· mr.<!ting 1tbo11t. Conuunnis1n or Comn111nist 
nclviscrs.:11 :i 

DeLonch desc!'iberl the meeting to the Committee us follows: 

I folly expected it to be a confrontntion. However, to the con
trar.l'.', it wns more or less of n. love feast wit.It Mr. Hoove1· t-0!1-
ing Dr. King thnt l>r. Kin« is It symbol of le11<lcrship for 12 
million Neg-rncs 1\11(1 sho11l<l he c:u·l'fnl nbont. his 1Lssocin.tions 

1t1ul nbont his pt•rsonal <0.011cl11d·, nn<l l>r. King t!'.lling Mr. 
Iloo\'t•t· t.lrnt lw ha<l 1101 wish,·tl lo l'n.st. uny l'l,rlt,d.ion upon I.he 
FBI nrnl htul no i11tt•11t ion of doing so in Um futnl'l'. In otht'I' 
words, it was 1L ,·c1·y pen<·Pfol meeting. (Dt•Lonch, p. 170) "' 

:rn Yonug, 2/10/73, p. 14. 
:rn Stnff H11t11111nry of Rnlt>h Aht•rnnthy tnh.•rvle-w. 11/14/75, p. 2. Upon reflection, 

AhPrnnthy xtnted thnt h<" wns nnc('rtnln wlu•ther thlH lnt.te-r ('Xehn uge hnd oe
cnrrt'11 nt. the lh'C<'lllhl•r 1 1m•C"tlni:: or nt somr. other mt-eUn~. HOW(\\'er, he could 
not rc<'nll .. nny other IIIC'(!tlni,: Ju•twt•1•n l>irt'<~lor Ilom·er nml I>r. Kin~ nt which lw 
w11H prt•~(•11t.. f>pf.oueh's mt•monmdum ru.·(·ount or the m<•t•th1,: dot•8 uot uwnllon 
llils ~·x<.·h":llll,:l'. nnd Auclrl'\\' Young C'11Hhl not r~'i.:1111 It. 

Jn 1U70, wlwn 11w Hurt•nn rt•<·t•h·t•tl ll st•rlc•!i ot hu1nlrlt•M following n f,;(•ri1·~ or 
j,(f"orlt•:-1 In Uu• prt-s~ SllJ!J:t•Nllng thnt J)Jr<.'<.."fm• lloovc•r hnd 11 hluclrn1nllt•tl" Jlr. Kins: 
,it tht• J>t•<•cmhl•r 10H4 11w1•Ung hy thr1•nh•11l11 i,: to "1~x1111Hc" ht~ nll1•i,:1•cl •1extmnmrl
t11l 11dl\'ltlrs," t111• 11'1\'I 11n•1mr1•d n form lc•l!Pr i'(tnl.lug: 

0 1 rc-<·1•1\·1•<1 your lt•ttt•r or -- 111111 wcmhl 111.t• to ns.'l'tlrt~ Uint fhl' t,'nT clot•H 1101. 
('HJ:IIJ!C' 111 hlnt•lonnll ndlvlllt•s. Also, tht' rc• IH 1101. um• :,1hr1•tl of truth In tlw nl1C'~n
tlon thnt t.hlN nurt":\11 hlnckmnll,•41 lJnrtln J..ut.her Klug." 

Ju Ymm,:, 2/lH/70. p. lH. 
m DeLonch, 11/2:t/75, p.170. 
Thot• mngn7.lne ~mhHCC)m~ntly <'Orrll'll two tt<'conntM of the Hoover-King mf'Ptlt\~. 

Accordlni: to tlH> Dcc,•mbcr 11, 1!)70 hume ot 'l'lmr, l>ircctor Hoorrr dt.•Nrrlhcd tlw 
m1•1•tl11~ UN follows: 
· "I got n wire trOm the llcv,•n•1ul KIJ1g In New York. He waR grttlng r.-,utr to 

gnt tlw Nohel l'rh.l'. J-fo WJl8 the lnHt on<• In thc.• worhl who ~ho11l1l en•r hnni rt•
c:eh-1•11 it. He wired nNklni: to tWt! nw. I lwltl him In cotnJ)lrte cont.rm11t h<'cllUSP or 
tht• thln,::H lw s11ld 111111 bt•cnust• of hl!'t conduct. }first I felt I Ahnultln't Ht'l' him, hut 
th<·n I thoui:ht he might become! 11 martyr It l t.lldn't. Kin~ wuN ,·ery Hnnv1• nnc1 
Hmooth. llr. St\l rh:l1t tht•r(' wlll'rt! ynu'rl' :sltt.111g and snld, he rwvcr crltlc-lzt•1l tlw 
1"'Bf. I sntcl, Mr. Klni,:-1 uen•r cnllc•d him rt'\'t•reJHl-1'\top rli.:ht lhc.•rt•, you're t~·lng. 
Ifo th<'n 1mlletl out n 11rt•ss r(•lf'nst• thnt. ht> snld ht• lnh•1Hl<'tl to gin• to tlw 1,rc·s~. I 
snld, clon't show It tom,• or rf'ntl it to mr. I couldn't mHlc.•rstnntl how he l'Ouhl hn,·t• 
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Andrew Yonng agreed tluLt there l11ul h<·<m 
. not even n.n nttitude of host.ility. Tn fac.t_, lloov<'r '\"S very 

distu:ming in t.lrnt. ho congl'l\tnlnted l>r. h.mg for lu~v111µ; won 
t.he Nobel Prize, 1tnd ns fnr t\S w<; nre concm:ned, 1:hts w::s not. 
the snme 1111m that cnlfo<I Murtm n notorn\119 l1a1·. \\ c. ,tt
tril111tt'cl it. to the fad of his 11µ;<• nnd lh<' kmds of poss1h_k• 
Jluctuntions t.hnt nre possible wit.I, people under Jll"essnr<' 111 

n.cl vn.nced yenrs. "" 
Young nlso told t.hll Committet\ thnt within ti few weeks oft.he meet

ing thll FBI nnnounced t.l,nt it. hncl arrested suspects m t.hl'. summer 
mu;·der of three civil ri«hts workers in t.he South. "So in 1t srnse we 
wern rcnssmwl thnt the i?nr wns tloing i_ts law enforcmnent. joh, nncl we 
hoped the personnl tensions, ns fnr 1LS Ur. King wns concerned, were 
over n.ncl done." 3111 

I-Inrry Wnchtel snicl thnt Dr. King und his ndvisors had viewed tl,1e 
meetin« ns 1i succes.5 because it Imel "defused" the FBI's nttncks tn 
time tt permit Dr. King to travel to Emope and recPive the Nobel 
Prize. "\Vnchtcl believed thnt Dr. Kinis ~·csponse to Hoove(s chal 
lenge prevented the FB~ from succee<h_ng m. whnt ,vnchtt-l _v,ew~cl ns 
nn 11tt.e111pt to promote disputes nnd fo!'t10111tl tsrn nmong t.l"' 1·1 v1 l r1ghts 
le11de1:s: 

The factiontLlism tlrnt the FBI sought to ncnte wns wide
sprend. It cnmo out in th<1 Committee's recol'd that they w,•re 
even seeking n new leader. In CI~ ~erms, you find your5<;lf 1t 

n<1w president of n counh:Y who_ 1s 111 your control . : . 1 (iey 
were tLpplying to domcst.1c nffttu'S t.hll type of fnet1ornthsm 
t.hnt they 1°111<1 worked on so snce<•ssfully .... An<l you lnul to be 
111·omul to know th1tt it ditlu't t1tke much to <lisrnpt. this tleli
cnte mnrringe of t.he lcndership of t.he civil rights move
incnt.977 

A memorandum written by Dt•Loach on December 12, l!lG4, indi
cates thnt the FBI 1Llso viewed the fond with Dr. King- ns hnviug 
quieted. In response to nn inquiry from Willi1im Sullivnn concerning 

Jlrf'purcd n 1,refiH rt•lr.nsr PV<'ll ht•fort• wt• met. 1'1w11 lw n:sk1•1l If 1 wnnld go ont 111111 
hnn~ n 11hntoi.:rnph tnkt•n with him. 111ul I ~nld I l"l'rtitlnly would mhul. Antl I >111ltl, 
It you P\'t•r !'!RY nuylhlng thnt 1:-. u th• :1i.:nlJ1, 1 wlll hrn111I ~·0111t ll11r 11g11ln. ~tr1111g-t• 
to ~ny, hl• 1wvt•r nttuclu:ll tlui lhtrt•n n ni.:nln for 11~ luni: us ht• lln•1t.·• 

'.l'he t•xc·hnni,:t• which I>lrt•t~lor lluoy1•r n•1111r1·c•cl 111 'J'lmt• mni.:uzliw 1lfH•:{ not np
pt•nr In l)c•J..mu·h'N tlPlnllctl mc•1110r111uh1111 or tht• 11wc•ll11i.:. Y111mi.:- 11hm dc•1tll•1l lln• 
J>lr<•dor'>c ncc·onnt., uutl 11nt.ccl thnt. "lhc•n• wns n puhllt• llnovl'r lhnf 11111tlc• rt>11u1rk~ 
nhont Ur. Klni.: thnt wc•rc mor~ on I hut tom•, hut In tlw mt~c·ttng, nonc~ or thnl· kind 
ot nttltmlc or nouc of tho:,e stnlt•nwntf.. wt•n• mnch•." ( \:'ouni.:, :!/l!)/7:J, 11. 17.) 

'l'he Augu~t 17, 1970 Issue of 'l'lme mn.,:azlne Ntutt>s: 
"Hoover, Time lenrnc.•cl, cxplnlnctl to Kin~ just whnt flnmn,::lnl,! 11riYntc• llt>tntt ht• 

hn<l on the tn1w~. nntl Jretnn•cl him thnt ht~ mornh~ shontcl lw tho~C'. h1•Uttln,: ll · 
Nohel Prl7.e wlum•r. Ue nlso fi\11!.l'.:t'SfC'tl thnt Kl11g shonl<l to1w tlo\\.'Jt hi:,( t:rltkli,tm 
ot the rem." 

Youn,:: testlOC"d, 11U1C'rt• wnR 11othl111,:" Illw thnl nt thC' nirrtlng." ( Yonnl,:'. 2/10/70, 
p . 17) nml Dt>Lonch'R m<'mornnclnm or tlw m1•C"tl11g docK 11ot ri·11ort ~uch n 
conversntion. 

•
111 Young, 2/10/70, p. lG. 

m Young, 2/l!J/7ri, 11. 14. 
~, Wnchlcl, 2/27/76, p. 48. 
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whether the renmindl'.l' of t.hll l.npc reconlin1c,,s 1,bout Dr. King should 
bo t.rnnscribctl, DcL01tch responded: 

1 fully 1igrN\ tlrnl, thll work should llvent.111,lly lir. ,lono, p1u-t.ic
uls,rly if 1t11 nd<litio111tl controversy 1u·ises wit.h King. l sec no 
ncccssit.y, how,wm·, in this work hr.ing done :,t. tho present t.imo 
in11sn1nch as t.lu: controversy lms quiet.eel ,lown consi1lernbly 
1,1ul wo 1u·" nol. in 11cc,l of trnnsm·ipts right now . .. J would 
ni,·.0111111cnd t.h11t w,1 hol,l oil' <loin!:( t.his t.n•men<lous nmonnt of 
work uni.ii thcrn is m11,cl.ulll nccd."'

8 

Jt'. Ui,,il Niqhl-' /,cud a,, A lltmp/. 'l'<> /)i.,.,huul1: ll1B FIii Frmn l>i,i
r.rt!didn!J !>1•. /(in!J.' /J<Ji:mnl"w J!J/i.1-Alit!J .l!Jli/j 

/. /l'nmwr-1 Jcf,01"·/, 1lfrc:lin!J: I Jcr:t"/11,bm• I, f.'}(i4 
011 ])ccombcr 1, l!Hi·l-·1tpp:trent.ly inuncdini.cly following Hoover's 

me,·.tinµ: with Dr. King- '""-,lnnws J,'1,rnH~r, N1t!.ion1Ll ])ircdm· o[ I.he 
Conµ:res.~ of ltaci1tl E'111alil.y.1ud with ])"1,ond1 t~, convirn·.o him not. to 
liumch n. smcnr cmnpn.ign ngninst. Dr. King. F1,rml\l' cxpln.in<\ll tho 
circumst1mces !muling u I' t.o the mc,,ting t.o t.ho Commil.l.r.o ns follows. 

])uring thl\ last week in Novrmbor ll)G4, FtLrmor met with t.he edit.or 
of 1, New York newspaper who snid that ho hnd been with 1\\\ Ji'lll 
1,gr.nt. when l)in•ct.m· l loovcr's 11.ccnsation of Dr. King ns n "notorious 
liar," w11s reported. The editor t.ohl- Farmer t.hn.t. t ho Agent Juul re
mn.rkcd, "tho Chief has li.1111 lly got.I.en it otr his chest." 'J'IH' Agent t.hcn 
went into It "t.irn.de" ngainst Dr. King. A few days later, F1u·mor wn.s 
tolrlhy IL reporter from t.heNe'11! York Post t.h1tt stories o:bout Dr. King 
were b<>ing repented in journttlistic circles. Shortly nfterw11rds, Fi,rmer 
wa.s informed that ii conservative columnist. was prepn.ring n del'Og1t
tory story about Dr. King, nnd that the FBI wn.s prcpi,red to back up 

his allegations. · 
Farmer told the Committee that n CORE stnff member had verified 

this rumor with nn FRI contact who reportedly said "the chid 
wnnt.s Farmer to know" thn.t ho hnd no interest in "getting Farmer, 
,Vhitney Young, or Hoy vVilkins--0nly King." 

380 

Farmer then cn.lled DeLonch, whom he considered to be a "mn.n of 
his word," and asked for a private conference. Before the meeting, 
F:irmcr met with Dr. King nnd told him nbout the alleO'l\tions. Dr. 
King approved Farmer's meeting witl1 DeLoa.ch, but aid not tell 
Farmer that he wns intendinµ; to meet with D irector Hoover. 

On December 1, F11rmc.r confoned with DeT,on.ch in the back seat 
of n I imousine while driving nrountl ,v nshingoon, D.C. Fn.rmor told tho 
Committee. that. DeLouch begun t.ho conversation by remnrking, "I 
know why you wanted to ,;.ome down here." He reca.Ued that DeL011ch 

1111 
Drl,onrh m<'mnrnmlum, 12/10/G4, ncldrrnltun. Dln-ctor Hoover wrote ou tllC~ 

mrmornmlnm. "I t.hlnlc ll ghonl1l he clone now while> it iR fresh in the minds or lhc 
FlpC'dnlly t.rnlnr:d n~rnt11." A notntlon t,tt.nh~s : unone. We hnvt~ prcpnrcd 321 Pl'· 

of trnnscl'h1tR. ~/.!f,/U!i." 
31 D })1•1,on<'h's m<'mnrnndmn of the mr<'tlllJ::' Rcts It nt tt p.m., ofter the J{lng-

TlooH·r uH•t•llnJ: li'nrnu•r, howf!vi•r. t-.nlll thnt ll<'Tion<'h kft tht• KlnJ::'-HOOV<'r 
mN•tln,: to cnnr,•r with him. {~lnrf tmmmnry o! .JnmrR 11,nruwr tnt<'rvh•w, 

11/1~/7r.. p. r,, ) 
• Ji'nrmcr (~tnrr summnry), 11/13/7ri, m,.1-2. 
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fin.id thnt. tho Fnr ilid hn.Vtl l'Vitlr.1 l · j Dr. King but • !in.t t Ii ]' ' 'ic.o w uc I support.et! tho rumors nbout 
' , " . o . , nr<•nu wns not "IJ Ill' "ti . 

DoLoach's memomndum ~f lhn.t t' er' mg · 10 mforrnn.tion.m "' · mr.c 1 n go stntcs : 
l'ILl'lllCI' t.old nu1 lh11t la, l l I l f men t.!11,t t.ho FBI ·

1 
11'

1
' ir.nn 1'0111 II nnmlmr of news-

ton . . l' smnct t.o expose Hovcrclltl Kin ' h 
. 1or!_ow, ''hc\1wsil1,yj 1ll'.c,•111lH,r ~ J ')('.I lI ·t· I 'I I g; l y 
and hmp: !ind hncl ii' ,., >i I . f' · 

1 
• ,1 s ·:' ., < l 111t, rn 

Yodc City n l l'I t -
1 

j 1P:
1
· 1.Y <.Oil ''""""" lust. night. in Nl'.w 

come d~,;.n t~c .• ·in , , . in< ll<'.1,11 ngn:r.tl 11ml, F 1,rn11•r shoul<I 
nt nil possil;lo~'~',:,11~1::::'.\ l;r'."{11~ 1:1118 ucl.io!l lrning tnkl'.n if 

1~:::;;~ 1'ii'~~l~t'~ t~ ~on,;,\10.~~n (:~t:~ .:·:::;t 1l~:t1r};:::l'::t/.1i,:t 
l Lold him t.hstt~1.';1:!}1l:i:::1.D11(1dor 111111 ilt'<lll 1111 llllli:thle 0110. 

to \~;'.~}'11~~~:1; 11111\t" of 
1
cm11·s", hnd 110 plstn wlmtsmwr.r 

s11cr~cl t , . , .'tllH _mg-. . toltl him t.h11t. our lil,•s W<'l:t\ 
oo l I- ''.' ils _iiT\ 1.111,t i(. wouhl l)(l unhcnnl of for t.hll FIil 

I ~11. ' sue I Ill . or111nt10n t.o swws111<>11. I told him I wns com 
P ct

1
cly n.ppallt\d nt, t.llll vm·y t.hought of the FBI · · -

snc 1 cnclcavors.... · · · · · cngn.g1ng 1n 

to I ~gain rcpcntctl t.l)llt w~. h,ul never r.nt.crt.:1inccl the itfosi 
nit.:;1;°1~:~!t:;:~t;~<:mµ;; ho:,·evcr, l w1wt.cd F1trmer t.~ deti-
1,gninst. the Dircct~/1,~~~t~11f,!\-/rr tm;t·r n1111 yiliHcn1.ion 

~~~~i~told l~,d ~ha~ if t.hi~ wnr c~,~~i~1~,e~t~t,t~~
01~t~ 

it would' ;1~1sbc e en ourselves. I mentioned thnt I hoped 
. 0 ncce.ssary for the Fill to l t d f . 

tn.ct1cs. Fnrmer ooot the · t. ·t1 · nc_op e ens1ve 

~~~~h~~- H~ t1~me'.afint.cly £~~:rect~tu~1,:
1
~1e~~fl~~);1~ b;~;~ 

en 1c1sm rom him He stated I f lt rt . h 
would be no further criticis~ f 1•. ,e e cc am t ere 

F . rom \.mg. 

dcn~:tthart: ~'.i_°dvn D~Lo11ch's memomndum by the Committee. Ho 
of tho FBI would nssmed DeLoach that his or Dr. King's criticism 
fare," n.nd he statede~h~/~11tJ.~crn !1td been any discussion of "wn.r
"gettingthepoint"mennt.'": l no now whnt the refcrcncl\ to his 

2. Yowng-Aberna.thy-DeLoach llleeting: .Tanua,y 8, J.965 

On Jnnnn.ry 8 106!i- sho tl , ft I · 
to the attention' of t.Jio ]e:d~i·s\t~1t I!\ ic¥0~1Jet1.tcr were brought 
Rn.lph Abernathy nt Dr JC , · 1~ , ' m rcw Young n.nd 
Director Hoover. ' · mg s urgrn"5, requested a meeting with 

Both Youn()' and Aben th t ld l C . . of the mcetin bwa$ t cl ' '.n · . .Y ·0 t. 10 ,omm1t.tcc thnt t.ho purpose 
Dr. King nnd\o stri~ c~'.;~;:~::;~;~;[ t.he FIi~ wns n.nt.n.~onistic townrd 
Young s,iid that. tho mr.r.t.ing w~s P. :ocks t~i;'s~fr. K111g's chnrnctcr. 
nnd letter."' A'herntLthy c Ii d tl

11
)P r. Y o rncmpt oft.ho ti,pc ' · .oil u-me · us nccount, 1,nil n.dclod thnt n.l -

,,_ ... , •... , .. , .. ,,,,.,"'1,",,'", ..... ,J 



thong~ thoy_ hnd not nssm!1cd thnt the Fll I hnd se.nt. tho tnpc it.self, 
they did Lel_,cvc ~l11!t th_c I• Bl lmd itt. )c,tst know 11 :tLout I.he tnpo nntl 
cou(cl help m. tc1111111uitrng the cumpit1gn of po1·sollli! 1il.,use cbrectcd 
ngnmst Dr. Kmg. '"' 

J>d..oa<'h, mtJwr t.Jum J> il'(,ctor Hoover, nu,t. wit.h Young 1111d Alm1·-
11t1thy. Aborn1tthy told OHi Co111rnitt"o t.hnt. ho h1ul 11111d" it nn 111 is
tiilmbl_y c]~ar, to l>eLoach I lll\y wt•.1'll concnnmd about charges bca,·ing 
on J:?1 , l\.mg s pc1-so11ttl conduct .. '"0 DcLoach's nwmornndnm of t.he 
meetmg states: 

Rovtlrond Abcrrnithy spoke. very gencrn.lly, pointing. out 
thn~ peo_plo Wtl~·o nlwnys "uuikmg cluirgcs" nnd "innnondoos" 
ng1•111st Afr. Kmg . ... Jfovt1rcnd Young stticl it looked like 
thel'tl wt,1·0 some _nttcmpts to smenr 1tnd ruin the civil rights 
!novo!ncnt; thnt 3ust. lntoly thcro hns been somo now ovidonco 
m. this n•.gnr,l nnd that very obviously the activities of Mr. 
Kmg 1mcl tho SCLC nro unclor closo survcill1mcc .... 

[Younf) snicl_ lrn did feel. though t,hcro must Lo some sort of 
concortot orgnmzecl c1impn11,'l1 that wn.s being directed ng,iinst 
King and t.ho SCI.,C, . . . . 

Hevermul Al.,crrnit.h.y st.,it.ed thnt thcl'tl wero thrco points 
t)10y had wt!ntcd tn d 1sct\SS; c~>mmunist infil.tmtion, nllogn
tums t.hnt. J\.m" _wns w,t.tmg 1·1ch on I.ho c1v1! rights movo
ment 1tn1l the. tl11nl point l11ul to do with 1tllt,g,itions 1thout 
th? pcrno111tl lifo 1t11d 11101:1t1 ,~mrnctcr of Kin~ .. • . Abernathy 
s~11tl Umt ho wus not ;01ng to nm!rn nlleg1tt1011s ng11inst the 
1• BI but thnt somo t.hrni,,,s were gpmg on they just could not 
unclerstnnd. 

Uo~cl't\Jl(l. Your_ig sni,l lll!Lt, !Cing hnd been roceiving lott.crs 
cl_111rg111g hun wrth m1111ornhty, th1tt tht\So Jotters nttnckccl 
lus [lel'SOllltl life. 
. Hovcre!Hl Young sni,l thut hr. wns deeply conet.\l'nccl nbout 
1rrcspons1ble US1tge of personnl information on tho pnrt of 
scnndalmongm's und wonrlcrecl jf there could be nny "Jenks" 
from the Governrnont. Ho w1LS ussured thnt. there were no leaks 
from the FBI, thnt the Director rnn 1i tight org1uiization 11nd 
thnt tiny iri-csponsihilit.y on tho part of 11ny ngcnt would not 
'be tolerntcd."' . 

Andrew Young testi_fied thnt he "thought" thnt he hnd mentioned .the 
letter 1mcl tape recordmg thnt hnd been received by Dr. 1Ci11g. He re
called th11t DoLonch 

denied everything. Ifo ,lenied that nn FBI agent would ever 
talk to the press nbout nnything. 

Quest-ion. Did you bring up tho issue of whether tho FBI 
was ~~pping Dr. King's phone, SCLC's phone, or bugging 
Dr. l\.mgi 

YouNu. Yes, we did. Ho 11ssured us that was not trne.••• 

: Abernathy (Rtnff Rmumnry), 11/14/?r,, 1>1>. 2- 3. 
:,,n Abcruuthy (stutr summnry), 11/ 14/75, p. 2 . 
.., ll-frmorn..,nclnm trorn CurtJu1 Del.ouch to .Tohn Mohr, 1/11/0f'i'., (lJ). 1-3. 

Young, -/19/70, 11. 38. 

S. Oarey-DeLoach Meeting : 11/ay J!J, l!J(j(, 

On·M11y lV, 1VG5, Dr·. Archibald ,J. C,ll't,y, .Jr., i.lrnu tL Chicngo 
nttornoy who wns well ncquainted with I >t·. King, DeLoach, 1tnd 
Dir-ccto1· Hoovtw met. wil'.li ll0Lo1td1 · t.o ·"u:<ldi11tc" irt wlmt he re
i;11rded ILS 1m 1111fort11n11te t!isJlllk among his friends. Ur. C,ircy t.oltl 
the Committee st,,tff tlmt J)r. King h11d first brought to his nttcntion 
rumors ILbout l>r. King's "communist sympathies'' ,mcl pm-sonnl con
duct tluri1w 1t wet•.keud visit to Chicngo sun1<, t.in1<1 in Jlfoy HJG:>. On that 
occ,"!ion1 ])r. Kini\' told l>r. Care.y thtLt the FBI w11s trying ~o dis
credit 1nm 1111d 11ught rclenso stonoi; to the press reg11rclmg Ins per
so111tl life in t.ho nenr future. Dr. CILrey told the Committee thnt 
l>r. King dicl 11ot 11slc him to t.1tlk with th!\ FBI nhout their attempt 
to discredit him, but mt.her tlmt he hnd volunteered to "set•, wh1tt ho 
coultl do." Di-. K-iug g,we h is ILSS<lnt .. '"" 

DoLonch, in o. mcmomndmn of tho meeting, wrot(\ t.hnt "Cumy 
told mo tlrnt he w1111tecl to enlist t.he sympatlti"q of I.he FBI in not 
letting nny cff01t to discredit King occur." DeLonch s11id th11t. he 
hILtl tolrl Dr. CILrey t.lrnt "tho FBI hncl plenty lo do without bcini;; 

.1·11sponsibltl for n discr<l\lit,ing cn.mptiign ngninst Reverent! King.' 
l>eLo,u:h cndct! tho memornndum with thccommt•.nt.: 

Dr. C1trcy is the third individnal l.ltttt King hns ]lit(] como to 
sco us relttl.i\'n lo rcqtwsl.ing t.hnt. we not l'-Xpmm him. Uoy 
'\,V.ilkins ,I im F,irmcr, 11nd Rcverm,d Al><'.rtmthy lmve 1tll 
b1,en he:·e for the s11111c pnrpose. It is obvious th11t King is 
hecomin" very disturbed 11ml worrirnl nbout his btLckground, 
clso he ,;onlcl not go to such g1·c1tt efforts to have pcoplo 1tp
pronr.h thr. FBI. l did not commit t.lm FBI in 11ny m1t1111er 
1nsofnr 11.s l'·XJ>osin~ l(iug is concl~rnr.cl. 'l'o the c•.ont.rnry, I 
lot C.tmy flttt. y know of King's dt1rdid,ious insofar 11s falstl 
nll,•.g1ttions ttgninst us aro co11ccr1wd un,1 of the foct. l.lutt 
King 1md other civil rights workers owed tho FBI n debt 
of gmtitude they would nevc1· bo nblc to rnpny."0 

Director Hoover wmto on the memornndum, "'Veil handled." 
Dr. Cnrey told tho Commit.tee staff tl!11t _h~ cont,tcted Dr. ICing 

aft()r the meeting nnd SUl;(g~st~d thnt cnt1c1zmg- the FBI '".as not 
tho best strntegy for the c1v1! rights movement. Dr. Cnrer s:ud thnt 
ho h11d asked both Dr. King nncl Director Hoover not to_1ihcn11te ench 
other. He nlso snid tl111t h() hn~ been conccl'llcd less with . the tr:1t.h 
or falsity of 11ny of the allcg11t1ons tlmt wern m11cle th11n with m,umg 
t.he dispnte.'00" 

- Stnft smnmnry ot Archllmld Cnrcy Interview 12/2l/7rt, pp. 1-2. DcLonc:h 
Inn mcinoruntlmn concenli11g his meeting with Dr. Corey, wrole tlu1t Dr. Cnrey 

hn~i,~
1~!~tt come to sec u~ on hchnlt ot Mnrtlu Lnthl'r Kin~. 11<' ncMf'(l thnt King 

wll~ tn Chtcni.:o Inst wcekcu<l nml HfHY"''l Ju Cnrt•y'i,i home,· 111~11 itt. thnt t lnw 
lmllcatml cvt•ry 1:,•ldcncc (1! i;rcnt cli:-d.nrlulflcl'. Kini: told Cnrtiy hP. hn~ hrc•n 
rdlnhl)' tn!ormed there WUR 11 mn.s~lvr 1;1trort to dhH~relllt him hy the l1 <'clc>rnl 
Rnrt•irn of Invt.•stli.:ntlon. 'l'hlA rffort I!,. to hC'J,:ln thl~ wf."l•lc.'' (~Irmornmlmn trom 
Curt.Jut J)cJ~onch to John Mohr, ri/l!>/Ga, p. 1.) · 

Dr. Cnrey told the Committee Umt DeLonch hn<l exn~i;erntt'<l Dr. King's concern 
over thf!RC rmnouri,; ln hi~ mcmorumlmn. 

.)IIO DcT~onch memornndnm, 5/10/6!,, 11. 2. 
:i,0a Cnrc;v (stnfl' :summnry), 11/21/76, p. 3. 
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VII. ·r1n: }"Ill l'UOClltAM AOAlNST DU. KING: 111or.- 1008 

The public dispute. between Dr. King ancl Director Hoover enclcd 
with their Dccombm· 1, 1064, mN,t,i11g. The Bureau':; covoit n.ltcmpts 
to discredit. Dr. King n.ncl undermine his influence in t.he civil rights 
movcn1ont clid •not r~1L~ll, however, but cont.inned unn.lmt.ccl until Dr. 
King's 1li\1Lth.m A lt.l1011gh .t.h11 int<•.nsit.y of the1 FJI r's c11mp1Ligu 11g1Li11st 
Dr. King 1Lpp1,iu·s t.o lmvo l,Mn 1·c•.duce<l somowlmt. in ll)(i(l 1uul ]!)G7, 
Dr. King's puhlic :;t.nnd 11g1Linst. I.he WILi' in Vio1.n1u11 in mid-l!Hi7 n,
vivc,l I ho lflll's nttompt t.o link Dr. King 1Lnd tho ::;CLC with com
munism. 

A • .Ala.j01· Eff&rta to Di..,cn:d,i,t D1·. Ki1111: Jf){J/j-J,?6'8 

J. Attmnpts to Di.Yci·ed,i,t /)1·. !{;,n,rJ With Ohu1'CIWR 
On Fc.brun.ry 1, 10u5, The Domestic Intc.Higcnco Division learned that 

Dr. Kin~ WILS schednled to spe1dc 1Lt the Davenport, !own., Catholic 
Intc.rrnc1al Council's b,mquct nnd receive n. "Pncern in Torris" 1Lwnrd 
in nl<lmory of l'opo ,John. Int~mi:Ll Security Si,ct.ion chief Frederick 
B1Lnn1g1Lrdnor ohscrvcd, "it is shocking indeed that King cont,inucs t.o 
bo honoree! by religious groups."••• B1Lunig1Lr1lne1· rocommendcil that 
Assist.ant Director Malone contact Francis Cardinal Spellman and 
suggest tlu,t "in tho end it might well be ombarrnssing t.o tho Catholic 
Church for having given honors to King." Tho Director noted on tho 
momomnclum, "I :;ee no need to further approach Spellman"; ho was 
apparr.nt.ly alluding to tho unsuccessful attempt to sabotage Dr. King's 
audience with tho l>opc through Spellman's. Jntervention. There is no 
record of any further action. 

In Februnry 1966 Dr. King held a press conference following a 
meeting with the Reverend John P . Cody, Archbishop of the Chicago 
Diocese of ·tho Romnn Catholic Church, and announced thnt he and 
Cody were in agreement on general civil ri,shts goals and that ho hoped 
priests and nuns in Chicago would participate in SCLC programs. 
Tho Domestic Intelligence Division subsequently recommended t.hat a 
special agent acquiLintc.d with tho Archbishop brief him about Dr. 
King to aid "tho Archbishop in determining tho dogree of cooperation 
his archdiocese will extend to King's program in Chicago and [to] 
result in a lessening of King's influence in Chien go." .., 

The Archbishop was briefed on February 24, 1066, "along the lines 
discussed with Assistant Director Sullivnn." ''" Tho agent who con
ducted the bt·iofing wrote. that he felt "cert1tin th1tt [Cody J. will do 
ovorythin~ possible to neutralize King's effect in this aroa." '"" 

In Apnl 1966 tho FBI Legal Atta.chc in Paris requested permission 
to inform the pastor of the American Church in Paris of Dr. King's 
background "in nu ofI01t to oonvinco him that his continued suppmt 
of Ma1tin Luther King may result in embarrassment for him and tho 

•l Ji;vcn utter Dr. Klug'ti dl"nlh, the l1'JH trlctl to tn rnlah hie 1mUllC lmn,:;e. See 
l'I', lR.1. 

m.Mcmoro.ndnm from Frt"<lcrick Dnumg-nrdn~r to Willlnm Snllh·1m, 2/1/05. 
an Mcmornndnm from ]i'n•tkrlclc Un11111~nrt1l11•r {o Wllllnm ·Snlllvnn, ~/18/00. 
:,,,, Mt•111ornrnlum Crom l;:;A<", l'hlcnJ,.•'o, lo l>lrt'CLm·, ]i'JU, :!/.H/HU. 8ulllvnn Jnu.l 

n11Jmn•ntly 6U~gc~ted lhnt the ArchhislH>JJ be Informed alJout alleged eommunist 
luJ1ucncc on Dr. Kini; und about Dr. Klni;'s pl'ivate Ute. 

:illll SAC, Clllcngo mcu101·01u)uU1, 2/24/00, 
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A~or}c!l'n Church in P,u·is." '" Tho pn.sl.or was h1·ided on Mny !J, l!lGG. 
Acco~dmg to tho ng,mt who conducted t.hc bl"iefing tho pastor wns 
s)rnp~icn.l.about tho I<'HI nlk.gnt.ions, lmt promised to k

1
eep t.ho infornm~ 

t10n m mmd for fut.urn dcnlings with Di·. King.007 

1!. Attempt.! to Dism·cd;t lh·. l(inq Witk llca<is of Oo1Jern111,ent 
Aqen1ncs 

, Tn M1L1~·.h !!JG5 l.lw l<'BT 1•onlnd.e1l for111c1r FloridlL (1ov"1·11m· L,•Hoy 
~011111~. Colli'.1s. wns 

1
1.lwn l)ll'ecl'ol' o_f _t.lm Comm1111it.y lh1l,1I ions Hi.rv

,u~, J)1 ,p11it:nu1l._of (,
1
0)llllll'I'<'!', IL pos1f.1on tho 11111'!\llll vicwl\d ns "so111c

t~u11g of IL 111i,!l111t.01· Ill pml,l1•111s n,ln.1'.ing to tho rncinl fidd ." "'" Tho 
~· Bl t.ol<l Collms _tluLt, Co,.mt.l.1L Kini,: Imel 1·.,.it.ici?.e1l his p11.1i.icip1Lt.ion 
:,\1 /"yclopnwnl,~ _ m .8"!:nn, Alnhnmn. anti h11<l sn.i,l t.hnl. Collins wus 

> m, cd h.'(_l)l'OJllllu:c. A <'OP.Y of t.1111 nccl\111hcr J!Hi1 1110110.,rnph 
ab~!•.1: Dr: l-.1~1g wns also ~enl, to Collins, "in view of [h.i8] i111p;;'1tnnt 
pos1l.1on rnlntivo to 1'110 rncml mov,,mcnt." "'" 
. A;lso in llfarcl_1 l~Gii t.ilCl Fl~I lc:mrnil tluLt t.110 JntrrnlLI Jfovcnno Scrv-
1co mt.c!Hlc,1 t.o mv1h, Dr .. Krn~ ns rnrn of l!l g1u,st lect.urC'rs nt IL sr.rir.s 
of somrnnrn O!l Rqw,I J•,mploynwnt Opport.unitfos. Whm1 th" lHS 
re1qucst.e,l rouhno 111!111" checks 011 I I," 1!J indivi,l,mls l>ircctoi· Hoover 
npproved II l>omcst.1<1 1nti'1ligonce Division rcq1u,st to send t.ho IRS n 
copy o_f the ~iccmbcr 1DG1 monogrnph; normnl procedures wero fol
lowed m checlonl\' tho other 18 people."• 

In December l!JG!i Domrst.ic Int!\lligcn<:c T>iriictor Willinm Sullirnn 
report.eel thnt ho hn.d met with Ambassador U. Alexis ,Tohnson dnrin« 
a tour of the FBI's Legal Attnche Office in _,fa.pan ancl wns surprised 
~o I<'am ~hat Johnson wns nnaware of allcgat.1011s thnt. communists were 
1nfiuoncmg Dr. King. Sullivn.n· l"Cconunenclccl thnt ,Tohnson be sent. a 
co_p_y of tho mon_ogrnph nbout Dr. King "bccanso of his position.""" 
D11cctor Hoover approved tho pl_a!l, anfl a copy of . the monogmph 
'J~bscnt to the FBI Lcl!;al A~t.nchc m Tokyo for hnnd-delivery tot.he 
=n assaclor. •02 

Dr. _King publicly announced his opposition to American involvo
mont_ m the w~r in Vietn,~m in a speech at Now York's Riverside 
Cl~m. ch on A_pr1l 4, l~G?. _S,x d1tys Inter! Clrnrles Brennnn of t.ho Do
mestic Intc.lhgenco D_1v1S1on rocommenc ed the circulation of nn up
dated draft of the JCmg monog_rnph to the White House. nrennnn's 
momornndum ~ta~es that tho revised monograph contained nllcgations 
about comm_umst mfluence ove1· Dr. King ns well ns personally dCl'ogn
tory allegat10ns. •0• 

Director Hoover approved and copies oft.ho revised mono"rnph were 
sent to tho 'White House, I.Im Sccmtary of State, tho Secretary of De, 

:: 11-lemornntlum from LEG.A'£, I>nrl3, to Director, FBI, 4/14/00. 
.,. Memornudum from ~EGAT, Pnrls, to Director, }'III, r,;o;r,o. 
1011 Memorandum from 1' redr.l'ick nnums.;ardner to ,vm1nm SnUlvnu 3/23/0U 
'°' Bnum~nrclner mr.morsmdmn, 3/~3/C',!;, ' · 

Th M:c,~iorundum from Jtrctlcl'ick lluum"'nrdncr to \YlHlam Snlllvnn, S/311"''· 
t ;' (tlr.hvcrly wnR mntlc Hhorl:ly thct"curtcr (Mcmormulmu frnm J J~d,;ur Hoo,•t•r 
0 .n:1 N'III\} lt~Vl'OUC S,•n·lct\ 4/2/(1.a). . . . 

.., Ml\mornrnhnn from William Sullivan to Cnrthn J>eLonch ]2/l!l/06 
,
10 

Mcmornmlum rrom DirCX"t.or, }i,BI to r.1r.nA~l,, 'l'okl'o l2/2s';uo · 
l\frmornntlnm from Chnl'1<!H Br1•11111111 In \Vllllniu 

I 

Rulllvnu,· ·l/l0/H7. 

·,,,i···''' 
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fo11~, t.he Direct.or of t,hl, 8N°rr.t 8cl'Vicc, nll(l t.ho At.t.ornc.y GenernL'" 
A <'O(>Y wns snhseqneutly si,nf. !.o tlm Comnrnnclnnt of th,, llfarinr. Corps; 
who h,ul hcr.n int.crest.NI in ''Kini,'s nctivities in t,hll ,•.ivil rigMs mov!l· 
nmnt, lint 1·1,cm1tly ·Juul l,1,i:0111" <Jlllf" con,·,im1•cl 11s t.o whl\l.lrnr I.hero nro 
nn,v s11hvr.rsiv1, i11f111cnc1,s whii,h have cn11s11d King to link t.lHI civil 
rig-hts movc11H~nt. with tho n11t.i -Vi1•.t.nn111 Wn.1· 111ov,~111cnt .. " The Do
mest.ic Intellig-,•.nco Di vision n1co111mcmled t.lutt n copy lm given to the 
Mnrino Co111m1rndnnt bccnnse. "it is folt, won Id clcfinitcly ho to tho bene-
fit of rurn C'..omm1u1cl1int] nnd t.o the Buman . . . . " ' 0

' · 

In F1•br111try 1DG8, FBI Hci,dqnn.rte,·s lcnrncd thnt Dr. King pliumcd 
" "\Vnshington Sp1-ing Project." for April 19GB. According to a Do
nwstic Intelligcnco Division memor,mdum, tho Director suggested that 
the King monog-rnph bll ngnin revised. Thnt memor111u1nm not.eel: 

Jlringinl,( !-his monOl,(l'llJ>h 11p-t.o-cl1tte mid disscmi,mting it 
nt high level prior to King's "\.Vnshington Spring Project" 
shonld sm-v1, ag1ti11 to l'l\mind top-level oflicinls m Government 
oft.ho wholly disrcputnblc ch1trncter of King .... 

Hecanse of th" importn11cl\ of doing n thoronl,(h job on t.his, 
wo will co11d11ct nn l1xh1111sl'ivc !illld rnvicw to bl'ing together 
t.llll most compkt,- and 11p-to-cl1ttu informntion nml to pnis,•.nt 
it in ll hnr<l-l11t.t.ing 1111u111or."'" 

The revised monogr1tph, cl1tkd M,u·d1 12, 1DG8, wns disscmimttl\d to 
thll \Vhite Houso, the Attomey General, ancl tho hcnds of various gov· 
emment intelligence agencies.•01 · 

S. Attempts to Di,~cre<lit Dr. King By Using the Preas 
lkspito Cnrthn Dt,T..oach's nHsnmn,·cs t.o Andrew Yonng and H1tlph 

Ah,11·1111.f hy t.hnt, t.lll\ J,'JIJ won Id n,o.v,w tlissmninnt,- informntion to tll!\ 
pn,ss, f.ht1 Bnrcou1 continncd its ,'11'01'1'.s to etilt.ivnto "friendly" nows 
snurc,•.s t.lmt, wonltl b11 willing lo r1\k•1tsc infommtion tmfavonible to 
Dr. King. Ralph McGill, the pro-civil rights editor of tho Atlanta 
Oom,titittion, was a m1tjor focus of tho Bure,rn's attentions. The Iln· 
1x,nu apparently first furnished McGill with derogatory information 
about' Dr. King as part of an nttcmpt to dissunde community lenders 
in Atlanta from participating in 1t bnnquet plnnned to honor Dr. King 
upon his return from the Nobel Prize ceremonies. After a meeting 
with McGill, Willi1tm Sullivnn reported that McGill sctid thnt he hnd 
stopped speaking favorably of Dr. King, that he Imel refused to take nn 
active pttrt in preparing for the bnnqnet, and thnt he hncl even btkcn 
steps to undermine the bnnquet .. McGill's vr,rsion of whn,t tmnspired 
will never be known, since l\fcGill is deceased, According to Sullivnn's 
memoru.ndum, however: 

Mr. McGill told me that following my first discussion with 
him n fow weeks ago he contuct.cd a bnnkcr friend in Atlnnt.n 
who wns helping- to finnncll t.hll banquet to bo given Kini,( n<lxt 
,vednesdtty night. The hnnlrnr wns disturl>t•,l mul s,ticl hn 

'" Letters frorn ,J. IM,:nr Hoovc-r t.o the Attorm•y Genc-rnl; Direct.or, U.R St•cn:~t 
Ac-rvh-c: tho Rt"Cretnry or Stub•; the Whlh! Honse; nU<l tho Secrd11 ry ot DcrenRr, 
4/10/07. 

•m lfomornrnlum from Chnrle1-1 llr<'nnnn to Wllllnm 8utllvnn, 8/80/07. 
4111 Me11wrnn<lmn from George Moon• t.o Wllllnm Sulllvnn, ~/2!>/UR. 
'
01 Memonu1tln trom Gl'<>ri;C Moore to ,vmtnm Sulllvnn, 3/11/UR nnd 8/lfl/68. 
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'~il'.~1~o~~~Yt~t ~~:::;;;t!~r:.i::1~'.,i;~,'.~'t ;I~Z.\'t'1~:'1r~-i~.::;1;1.~·r~:,~.~'.' ::r 
/.ill, bnnhrs 1~,l tttl(l\ st,•ps ,t.0

1
y·i!tlrl;"; '.:.~'.~.}'.'.:: 1}~::\,~1

1.:'.! 
quickly n,ln.yt~d t.n h1t1\kt•1-s . 1n n.1 ·' ." I~ . (' •(,r1ri·t 
hold o·f iln impol't,1lnt. !inll11<'t!d ,\1•1tl w1t.!1tlw Ath;nt1t, 1' (.'.'.' 
b1rnlmrs. TIHlY t.ook the pos1t.1on t.hnt_i.f th,•, ,\t ttnr, '.1\1,1,LIS 
did not support the M1u-t.\11 Luther h .mg J~nrty, t. t' /:.~'.:it 
cinl clmtl w,t.h thrs<1 G,,org-m_l\>11.dnkers wnsJ°tl · 1· ;it!: ~1'.~lllcin1?: 
thoy got cold feet nnd decH c .. t.o go it teal 
King's p11,1t.y. , 1 .d · (' , i, nn 

McGill toltl me that .. . 'IL Cnthol,c r.11 t•.r Ill ,e?• g, '· 
Episcopal c\r..rgymnn 1md n ,Jewish mbbi ,trn al~o <pllt.('. nct•t 
in s;1pport of this \mrty for Kin_g .. ·. I tolcl 111111. th:tt \ . . i'° 
might wnnt to exp oro very conhtlent.inlly nnd t!1sc1 ect y tie 
subject matter with these three men. · · · . 11 McGill told 111c tllllt he thinks it is too fate n<_>w, e.s11ccm .Y 
in view of the tinancinl interest of the Georgrn. ~an <N'S m 
ti Haiti den\ to prevent the banquet from t.alonlc( plncl\, 
lI~wevr.r McGi II S1tl(l he won Id do wl11Lt h11 coultl ; ·.o <>IIC'_llll"II~~ 

key pe?p1o t.o limit. their pmis,1 itml support of l\.111µ; ns mm., 

ns poss1hl<,. · t l · t throuorh [11. 
McGill itlso told mo tlutt, ho 1s .ii ong s _ep~ · "'· . 

Ne"L'O len1ll,r) to get key Nl•.gro lcn~h•1-s to mute m ?P.~0~_1t;10n 
to !Cing and to gmcltmlly force ]um out of tho civil) ughts 
movemr.nt if nt nll possible.••• . 

Tho FBI subscqneritly told tho White House thnt McGill: 
holiovcs tlmt tho vm-y best, thing t.ht,t, couhl )i~Jll><:n would be 

.. . I t I t r th(• l'lVII norhts lllOVl'· 
to l11w1, King- stq> comp 1' '' Y 011 

· 
0 

· :f ti · · '." t ]on,; 
mmit mul public lifo fo1· he, fc{'\8 _U

1
mt, 1 11J 'R/\1.~Gii'l 

sooner or lat.er King will oo pul>ltc ,Y exp?sc · 1. ', 

believes thn.t an exposme of l~ing t,''i 1° 1~{epM~1ct\l'a;,;rl 
to the ci vii rights movement m w nc ic, rl. ·d f ? nd 
othe1-s ttre so mtercsted nnd have wor~~cl so in1 or' n . 
l 'k . ·t wi'II do ini·ury to different c1t1zens of the count1 Y 1 ew1se 1 . . uo 
who have been supportmg Kmg. · · · , 
lato Ma . 10G5, a reporter from United :i:'ress Inter!lnbon~l re· 

u!~ed the n!rr.nu for informtttion about Dr. K~ng for use_m a~:\'.~ iti 
\~N~~~~ 1Lr~~~~n~::~,~\~~ ;~~~~i!:1~-~~~~r~i!~F:~ff ~~~l.1 

t11~b!~~ 

so;J~~ ~istlth~nJi<:t!
1:~;;!~{;;i~:~1it S~~~th 0;1 the Negro mo'ttn~ 

~nd his articles carry n gre1tt den! of i~fluencc a1'.~ ~th~ 1ACr~~1t~~ 
b Jiove) that he would prepare nnythmg flit~teung Ol nvo . · I 
ICin ." The Director 1,pproved a rnco111111cnclat101! t.hat. !;hr: .r~.pm tci >~ 
SUpJ7licd with I~ public SOll!'l'(\ t)OCUl!lrll,t tu:11::.:~~~ l~V~~~li~t J(i::::·~O 
tion." of n.llc:!llttons c~nccrn_in~ conm11~1~1,~ 41'.U , o 
ho used "mer11ly for orrnnl1tt,ton purposes. · 

m M<'mornmlmn from ,vmlnm RullJvnn to. Alnn}!r1~1ont, 1/21/M. 
'" Lelter from J, Eu~nr Hoover lo Jllll ·Moy, rH, l/-·fli1i G/21/<lu 
m McmornnUum trom Jos~ph Slzoo to ,vmtnm .. u vnn, · 
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fons.,, t.h!I Direct.or of l.1111 f;rcrrt 81\rvi,~·., II.Ill! tho Att.or111,y (_li,111,ml.'" 
A. copy wns snhSl\(]IICnt.l.v sr.nt. t.o IJm Co1!"!".!n<l(lllt of t.l_1!1.llf1~1·11111 Coqi~, 
who 1;,111 lll'('ll i11t.1•rcsl1•d in "King's 1td.1v1t.1rR Ill t.lHI r.ivil r1ghlH movt,
llll'nt. Jml, rc•t·l\nt.ly J11ul ht•.conH'. q11il111•on1·1\1·111•1! 11s.l.o whr.i.)1cr t.lu,rn_.'":1 nny R1thv11rsiw. inf1111,11c1•.s wh1c!1 h.'ivr. e,a11scd Km~ .t.o 11'.','; ,'·!"', •1t. ri ;ht.s 111m·11111rnt. wil.h I hr. iu1l 1-Vll'-l,n11.111 ,v,u· 111011 mrnl... I he o 
111~.sl.ic, Int.i,llii.:t\lll'II l)ivision r1\l:0111nH,1Hlc,tl l.hul; tL. 1·.op.v 1111 g1v1\'1 tjo t.hn 
Jl·forint• ('onirnnndnnl. lll•cn11HI\ "ii. is rc,11. would dd,1111.ely ht, In I, 10 1eno-
/it of j I h11 ( ~>11,;111111d11nt. j 1ual (.o Uw l\11n•.1t11 . . · ·" "" . 

'.r II l<'dmllLl'.Y J!HiH, !•'I\ J l 1t•.n.dq111Lrl.m·s '"'!r111•t.l t hnl. ~h· .. ]~1nf plnnir~ 
Cl ""'nshi1wlon Sprintr l.'roii,ct." for Apnl l!lGft Acco1d111g lo 1, . o 
111,.st.ic ( nl(lilig(•n,·n Division 111c•.11101·tu(tlum,,t,!1!1 D111,dor s11i.:gcslcd \''.'t: 
lhl\ King 111 o11ogr1Lph Im ntrnin nw1snd. I hnt. "''.'lnorc.llld·•.1111 1_10 .u · 

Bring-ing I.his n10111wrnph IIJ1°l.o-1lnfo n111l d1x.~!·11111111t11.1g ,t. 
:,t. · high hw,•.l Jll'!<>r t.o ](i_ng's "Wnshini.:(,o.n Sprn~:r P:·01"'.:I." 
sho11ld si,rvl\ 11g11111 l.o n•.m1111l l(lp-levr.l olh?llilR Ill ( rOVCII 11111\.lll. 
of t.1111 wholly diRn,p11!.nhlo dmmct~r of Kmg .. . ·. . 

Br,·ausl\ 1,°f t.h1, i111portn111·i1 of ~101111-: 1i .t.horo11;.d~ JOh on .t.111~'. 
wo will cmulnct. an (•.xhnustivc fmld n•.v1nw. to hr111g fog,.thu 
tho most co111pl1'1" 11111l 11p-t.o-cl1Lt(\ inform11t.10n nnd to pn'.S(,nt 
it i111L l11,rd-l11tt.ing miumer.'''" 

Tho rcvisr.d mono/!'rn.ph, diit.ecl Miu·ch 12, 1!lr.8, was clis.~mi_natr~ t.o 
tho Whito Honse the Attorney General, and tho heads of various .,ov
ernment intellige~ce 11gcncics.'°' 

,1. Attempts to D;s,;1·cdit D1·. l{ing By Usi7,g the Press 
Dcspit.c Cnrt.Jm Dr.Lonch's nssnrunccs ~.o A~drcw_Yo,mg a_nd Rnl~h 

Abomnt.hy that the FBI would nevor d1ssemm,~t.e rn~~1-~1at1on,,to t 1c 
ress the Bureau continued its efforts to cult1va~ friendly news 

fourc~ that would ho willing to re)e~se !nforma~1on un.fn.vorn.ble to 
D · I(' " Ralph McGill the pro-c1v1! rights echt.or of the Atlanta 
O~~.sti~~tion . was 11 mujo;· focus of the Bureau's n.ttcntio!1s. The l~u-

. ' · 1 d M G ' II ' th d ro<>'ntory rnformatwn rcan 11pp,u·r.ntly first furms ie c I wi: e b • 

1 
d . 

about D r. Kin"' ns part of nn at.tempt t.o dissuade community eR _e1s 
in A.tlnntn fro;;, pnrticip1tting in a banquet plnnned to honor Dr. I~!ng 
u on i,is return from the Nobel Prize ceremoni~. Af_ter a mec mg 

l?t.J M G ·11 Willhm S11lliv11n reported thiit McG1ll said thn.t. ho hnd 
~~~-

1 
,edc ;;e;king f~vorn.bly of Dr. King, thn.t he had rofosed to to.kc nn 

uct.~!0 pa!-t in prcp,u,i1w for the biinq11et, n.nd ~hat ho had even t11;kod 
sti,ps to undermine the baruiuet.: ll~cGill's version of :,vha.t t[t1{j.P_lrP., 
will never be known, since l\IcG11l 1s deceased. Accordmg to n 1vnn s 
memora.nclum, howeve1-: . . . 

Jlfr. McGill told me tlmt following my first ~1Scu_ss1on w1t.h 
him a few weeks ugo he cont.nctetl 11 banke1· fr1_eml m .Atlantn 
who wns helpin:r to financo the banquet to be given Kmg; next 
'\Vcclncsclay night.. The ·banker wus clisturbccl and stud he 

- , .. -- r om J E<l nr Hoover to the At.t.orney Gcnernl; Director, U.S. Secr~t 
Scrvf:~l:'~.1r:o ~ccr~t~r~ ~! Sl.nte; u1c Whlte Hons<!; nu<l the Sccrclnry or Dt•fen8~, 

4IJ.f.{1J;,tornndum from f\hnrles llrennnn to Wllllnm Sullivnn2rira1. 
• .., Mt•morurnlnm from Cit>or~1· i\IoorP t.o ,v1111nm Ssul~:rnn, 2~1i{1M nrnl 3/1!)/f'~. 
•

1rr Mcrnomn(ln from G1'()rg:1• Moorr. to ,vminm . u vn11 , • 
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would 1·011t.11c(-. so111t1 ol.l1tw hnnlmrR nlso involvc1l 1L11d sco if sup
port coulcl ho 1p1i,•I.Jy wit.J11lr11.w11. l\lcUill's fril\ntl 11.ud so111l\ of 
l,ht1 lumfm,·s ,1111 lnlrn slt•J"" l.o wit.l1tlmw hut I.his WIIH vt•ry 
1p1ick f.v l'l'f11.yi,cJ lo h1L11f«•1'S ill ]J11if.j Who l\'l\1'11 OIi (.f111 (.hn·s
Jio]<{ of 1111 important. fin11111'.ial den! wit.I, !.ho At.111111'1,, (;,•01·gi11, 
lm11lrnrs. Tlu,y l.ook tlm position 1.l,111. if lht1 Atlnnt,~ h1111lwrs 
did not. snpporl. 1.hn fl11rl.!11 L11 l.f1t•.r King p1Lrl..v, l.lu,ir lin11n
m11.I d1•.1LI wit.I, I.Ill's,, ( 11•org11, l11111f«•1·s wnH off' .... As" n•sult. 
t~!'Y rot <'old fod. 1111d d,•,•.i,letl to go 11hc111l wil.h lin1111cing 
J\.1ng S (>1Lrl._y. 

McGill tol1l m11 t.hnt. .. . , n C'ntl,olic h•11,fo1· in flnorgia, nn 
!•:piscopnl c!,,rgymn.11 nrul 11 ,lowish ral.rhi nm also <Juit.o ndiv,, 
111. support. of (:his j>:u·t.y :for IG11i.: ... J t.ol<l him l·hnl, .• . ho 
1111g:ht: 1m11I; t.o l'::'i' or,, v1n·y conlidont.inlly 1111<1 discreetly tho 
sub1c1:.t mnl.l.111· w1(.I, 1·.J11,s111'.111·1•.11 men ... , 
. llf_cGill t.olcl 111c (.hat. lrn t.hinks it. b t.oo lnt.o now, t<~J)(:ci,Llly 
1n viow of I.Im linancird int.1•.rnst of I.ho G1,or,.i1, IJ1tnlrnrs in 
t.ho Hn.it.i d1:11! 1 to prnvcnt. t.h1•. lmnquct from"' t.1dci11:r pince. 
Howover, Mc(,J!I s1tul he would do whn.t. ho couJ,l to ,,11,·,i111·111...'l1 
key pct_>/>111 to limit. their prniso nJHI support of King ns much · 
ns poss, >le. · 

McGill nlso t.olcl mo t.hnt. ho is tnking steps t.hroug-h [n 
Neg-r~ lcn,lcr] to get key N1,gro lenders to unito in op~osition 
to Kmg nncl to i.:radunlly force him out of the civil) ri"hts 
movement if nt nll possible.••• b 

Tho FBI subsequently told the White House that McGill: 

belioves Ui~t the very best thing that could happen would be 
to havo Kmg step cornplet.cly out of the civil rights mo,·e
rnent n.nd public )ife f.(?r he feels. that if this is not done, 
so~ner or Inter Kmg ·,viii ho publicly exposed. Mr. l\IeGill 
believes thnt nn exposure of King will do irrepn.rn.blc hn.rm 
to the civil rig-hts movement in which he, Mr_ McGill, and 
others nre so interested nnd hn.ve worked so hard for· nnd 
likewise it will do injury to different citizens of the co~nh·y 
who hnvo been supporting King .. . . " 0 

In late l\fay 1065, n. reportor from United Press International ro
qu~ed t-ho Bureau for information nbout Dr. King for use inn soi·ies of 
articles nbout tho civil rights leader. The Special Agent in Chn1·"'e in 
Atlanta recommended that the Bnrcn.u givo the reporter both pftb!ic 
sourco and confidential information nhout Dr. King bc{,11,use the re
porte~ "is ~he UPI's authority in the South on the Nogrn movement 
an~ !us articles carry n. grent den.I of influence nnd [the SAC did not. 
bej10v~J thn.t ~e would prepare anything flattering or favorable to 
Krng._ The. D1rcctor ~pprovcrl u recommendation tlmt tlm l't\jlort.er ho 
s~pphed with a public source document and with n. "short summa-

l t1on" of 111legn.tions concerning communist. influenco over Dr_ King to 
ho used "merely for orient.n.tion pnqioses." "' 

. I 
•u Lctlcr trom .T. J•,oli;ur Iloo1·,•r to llIU Moycrn, 1/22/Gfi. 

Mernornndum trom Joseph Sizoo to ,vn11nm Sullivan, 6/2·1/0G. · L 
::l\fomornndum f~nm 1Vt11Tnm ~nHh·nn to AJnn nclmont, 1/21/0G. i 

I ·~, 
--"""- ... , .~:>.!11,,,...........__,~.._ ...... ,..,..,_, .. ~,..,, ..... ~..,, ... ._.,,.,,~~~y~-•. -,j!.\1ro1;,t~!'!l\"&11l'K-m.,c,-'W!:11,;11<-.""'~'~"',,;;;:~,,..,.,.=\'"'""- -"""'-...,,.=;J1I_. 
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··:;?~'. 1 In Oct~b.cr 1~~<i, .th~ no,!~t·stic Int'.•llig-cnce Division recomnumded nrrnngcmcnts cnu bo mntlc for nppropriatc pn•ss cov,•ntgt, of 

,;,,;;. " :;- ,/··;· ; t[lt .'1
111 ,u :1cl]e. mchctmg l\.mg foi· his fai lure to take n stnnd on the the plnmwd meeting to expose nml d'isrnpt it."' 

. , .1 • ,' .,, , ll'; C J?OII Cl'. ISSUe !Lile! 11(, tJm SlllflC t1111C• (1XpOSin.- tJic <i("'l'n(' of COin 
····,:;:., · · '•. mumst II J · " J '"' " · Din~:tor lToovi,r's "0.K." 11JlJl<>1i1's ht\lnw 1'11111'. 1·,•cn\nmc•.11<i11t.ion. 

\ 

t I .-
1
rn ut•nco on nm >r. g-ivt•n 1o "11owsp1tJlt1r t·ont11ct "friendly" · · 

', o I 10 lurcnu "such Is [ti l 1' l't f l On discovering that t.ho llllltlti1\~ ,v11s nl>out, to occnr, t.ho Crnnc 
l 'CJ><>t·t." , . t • • • . ic ~c t .or o I.S. News nnd World R I ] . . . ·r· 1 .. f I N y k I ·1 N , i,con s ?1vrn1011 not.1 .1tlt tL rt,.portt•t· t~r t 10 e,,, . o~· • Jm .'!/ r.-in11 

· I · f I nm! n 1mt101111! columntst .. "NMl'S phot.O,:!l'l\ph,ws 1111d wn·i, servrci,s nre 
, t IS . e ~ thnt tho puhli? should ng1tin be remincle<l°of this com- also being nlertecl to g-ivc covcrni::~ .. .. . " ... 

nJu.ms~. mflnenco on Kmg, nncl tho cufrcnt cout.rove1'sy nmon" A Crimo Rccorcls ])ivision 1i1mriormul11\i, on I.he followini.: cl11y l'O· 

ct vii rights IMdet'S mnkcs this timely to doso.rn "' ported thnt "in view of publicity in the.,Ncw York Daily News regnrd-
tl At~chccl t.o the memornnclnm wns n proposed, nrticle which noted ing this proposed meeting, King nnd his nides hncl decided thnt it. wou !cl 
pmt t_,~el <1fforts ot .scvc1'n~ civil rights lcndet'S to denounce "Blnck ho unwise to meet with Hoffn." The B11rc1tu I.lien notified rnportcrs t.hnt. 

owoi . md bcc_n ~111dermmcd hy oifo mnn in the civil ri hts move- Dr. King wns coming to Wnshin~,ton, D.C. Tlie reporters "cornered" 
men_t who holds III Ins hnnds the powci' to-silence t.lio rnbole ,~users nnd Dr. King ns he ciime off the plnnc nncl quizzc<l him about t.hc p1'nposcd 
to.give the !novement renewed 11,omerit.uin." The articfo ntt ··b t d D meeting. The Crime Records Division report-0d these cvents to the 
Kffim

1
g't~ equn:o

1
cntion· to .his· ~dvise1"S, who wcre nllog~d t~' h~vee hnd Director with the nsscssment thnt "our conntcri',itclligence nim to 

n l1L ,ions wit. , the Commumst Po.rt .. · t' thw1nt King from receiving inoi\ey from the .Tcmi,sfo1's hns been tJnite 
tho Pnrt D IC' · • d · · · · y or orgnmza ions associated with successful to dntc." Dfrector .H6over initi'1tfo<l the memornnclmn re-
nttrihnt/.i to ~irns~~5i!is~~~~~~n to oppose the Vietnnmeso war wns nlso portin./! th is news, "Excellm1t." "" 

~i:ie p1'~
1
ieet i~volving- the_ mass media which tho FBI felt lmd been In Mnrch l!Hi'7 Dir(,ctor Hoovc·r· npprove<l n 1·erommencl.,ition hy t.he 

P~1 :1culn1 y ~ucc~ssfnl wns its at.tempt. to prevent Dr. Kin, from ob- Domestic Intelligcmce Divisioir ic\' fn'rriish' "(fo,iidly" rnpo1t.crs qur.s-
~~t~7'."ont.ubntrnns fr?m ,fames Hoffa of th,, Teiunst.ct"SgUnion In t.~!ns to nsk J~r. ·Ki_ng. ,TJrn . J1iteHi';;c1\.~!'° J>ivisio,!. beli,.•vcd tl(nt I)!·· 
1-r" ff mbl!ltGG

1
,, tho FBI _cl1scovcrccl t.h 11t Dr. King- plmmr.d to meet ,~ith I1..mg ,y,mld be. p1irt1cul1i rly "v11 l11e1·1d,ltr' to 1111,;st.tons ctmc"rnrng Ins 

tl
.
1
°e ,.'.i

0
,
1
_.,usofttihat BDr. Kmg Imel wnntcd' to nvoid publicit.y because in oppositi.011 to the w1t:r in Vietnam, ,ind n1<;omu'ic1iclcd thnt 1i reporter 

• u e ureau: , be selected to irit.ervicW Dr . .)Cing "ostcilsihly to· question King nbont 
Disclosure of ICino-'s tmns~~rr.nt nttnmpt to blackmn,'] Hoffn his new book," but with the· objective of b,·inging out the fo1·eign-

tl t J f h ~ policy nst>ccts of Dr. Ki,ig's·philosophy. 
w1 . l . ,o nrgc Neg:ro. mom l(l)'Ship of Hoifa'a union, to solve 
the f fo11thor11 Christ.um Lc,ul<,rship Conference's financinl This could then bo linlrn,1 to show thnt King-'s c11r1'ent. policit1s f''O' o

1
ms,. would cause nu upro,ir iunong Jo,iders of org-nuiza- rcm,irlmhly pnmllcl communist efforts. This would CJLl!St\ ex-

01o11s 1;iv1~gb-~~rgo· Nr:gro.·memb11rships;· pointing out their trcme embarrnssmcnt to King."° 
rtr VII nern I 1~:v.to such o:_squeczo by nny. unscrupulous civil In October 196'7 the Domestic Intelligence Division recommended 
~ ,ts lender. 1 liis .- potentml collusioir between Iii . I b thnt nn editorial in a Negro mttt,.>itzine, which criticized Dr. King for 

:;ntns nnd the civil rights movement .could also r:i~f: ton th~ his stance on the Vietnam war, be given to "friendly news sources." 
.e ri,ment of th(! Nci'(ro in thnt,.thro11gh lnrgc financfol donn- The.purpose of tho _dissemina£io11 ,vns to "p_u~liciz<i Ki11g _ns n t.1:nitor 

:::• ~n unscrup~lo~s lnbor .lender could subvert the Iegiti- to his country nncl his rnce" nnd to "reduce his mcome" from a seru\s- of 
· 0 . nims nnd ob1cct1vcs of the civil rights· movement to· liis shows given by Harry Belafonto to eo.ri1 funds for the SCLC. The 

wn purposes."' rccommei1dntion was nppro'ved by the Di1'ectol' nnd is marked 
'.f~e Crhime Rec?nls Divisioii p~·~t·;~eci n,; ,irt.icle for .,,. br' .. ·]' , -,· "Hnndled 10/28/67.'"" 

rmsmg. t e question of "who· rcnll ts d · 1'u ic. 10 ensc 4. Attempts to Discredit iJ'r. J(-lng lViili. Jiliij/Ji Pbliiical ai(d 
pythons get together.''••• The D y 1~ Isquellc.ze whe1! ~~cso two Financuu Leiulh'a 
reco1111ncnded: omcs ic ntc 1gencc D1v1s1on nlso 

In March 1965 the Fill learned tl)nt a "Mnrlin Luther King Dny" 
a B~eau officinl be de'sigrintcd. no~ to nlert frle 11 :wns being planned inn mnjor _city . . Tlic D_oin~s£ic_Intcllig'c11:ce Divi.si??' 
media of the meeting once the meeting dnte is learn:<d ~o ~h:~ recommended that the SpecrnJ Agent ni. Charge "personally m~et 

u, Mcmornndnm from FrecforJck n . d 
m J)Jn•ctor lioovcr'A uo K ,. np ntt111J:'nr ner to WUHnm Snlllvnn, 10/27/00 

1.s nl~o 
1
,
1
1 noto atut.lng, "u:s.'Nmv~x::-.~ ~trf!~~':/;:tom or the mcmor1md11n1. TJu;rC 

nnturi•. It IN not kuowit' whctlH'r the ' ti ·1 po~ will not usr. nrtlcfo ot thh1 
m.Alt\mornrnlum· from Fredr.rlck n . , r . cc WltH' ndunlly dlMtrJhnh•d. 
tu Afo111or11iulnm from Chn~lr.M n nnm1,:nrdncr t.o lVllllnm Sulllvnn, 10/2RIGO 

811111,·uu. nttnchctl to Jlnumgnrd;ier 1~:~1
1
~;~1~3u!:cf07J~~~:tnum,;urtlner, lVJIU~ro 

,vith tho Governor nnd brief him c6ncer11iiig King" in order to "in
duce him to minimize the nffnir tind especinlly t.lrn 1i,v1ml- for.King.'' 

"'bfomorui1t11111i from 1rrcdcrlck Dnmngnr,lner to Wllllnm !lnlllvnn, 11/8/00: 
"' Mcmornrnlurn trom TtnlH!rt \Vick to Cnrthn l)cLonch, 11/8/0u. 
"' Mc1.norn1ulum from Jtoll(.•rt Wk:Ic to Cnrthl\ Df'l,ou,:h, 11/0/00. 
.,, Mcmorn11t1um from Cllnrll'N Hn:1111nn to \Vllllnm !it111l\'UU, 3/R/t\7. The pro,. 

po,ml wne elven Director Hoover"s 0 0.l{." n.ml n hnnthVrutcm note In the mnrgln 
lnltlnlcd by the Cblct ot. U1c Crime Rccortls Division ~tntes, ''.hnntlled." 

"'Mcmorn111.lmn from O<.'or,;e Moore to \\'1111.um Suinvll:ii, 10/18/07. 
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T ho J)omestic lutclligenc" J)ivision mcmoro.ll(_lum ,t'"' init.i,~le1 (1, 
t.ho l)in•dor ,uul bc1Ll"H tho luLmlwnU.cu 11ot1Lt1011, l11uullcd ,l-u-hu, 

WC::lLullivmi].""' · "th 
In October UJ66 tho FBI !01Lrncd Umt Dr. Km/F Juul met ,~1 

.llfr( 'cori-:o Bundy thon Director oft.ho For<l Fou11<l11t101), O.llll r
1
c
1
·~111ved 

11 
t~;,t1Lt,ini offer df IL i-:mnt. for thll ::,ULC. '{h~ DoJJ~Nil,1c Into 1gmico 

) l ivision tl<•citlc<l t.hnt. ollici,ds of tho Fc:iuncltitw_n 1)111(/IL 1{°~ he ·~~vb~~ 
of t.ho "s'uhv,•rsiv,, hnck"rOllllds of Kmg's prmc1p1L U! v1sors,b . 
(,IULL if t.hi,y Wt\rc brill'fc<l, "t.his might pn\Cludo any ~8S1Slm1c~. ~!1\? 
rrnnt.ccl." l>ircdm· I loov~r 1Lppr~H'cd IL }'l"n t.~ l_uwc IL f'.>11Jlel .~ I 

f..,m,t., who wns t.hcm " v1cl\-prns1dont. o · I.he l• Olll_ Mol.01 (,omp1\n~, 
,t', >ro1Lch l\und,y."' Tim t\X·lll(<'»t wnH conl.1Lch\ll, hrwr.,<1 011 ]~1·. l(mf,: 
11l1)1,u~conli11g ti, lkL011d,, "HIILt<>d ht\ ,~·o_ul<l Jl(ll-,,\Ollld:~ y:11

'·"~\-
1t~"rl 

in 1m i,ffm·t t.o put 1L stop to King rcco1vmg 1111y funt s mm \0 · O 

F ouml1Lt,ion." "' . ortcd thnt 
In 11 memomndmi1 d1Lt.ed October 2G, l!lGG, DoLonch iop . · t.o 

t.J ,o t>x -ng,mt, hnd cont.,id.ccl Bun<l_y1 but. th1Lt Bundy hnd rofuscd _ 
t.ulk wit.Ii him ahont. Dr. KiHg, s1ty111i.: t.lrnt ho w~!1ld only tnlk with 
IL person lmvin" first.-luLJHI knowl~.d1.!<l 1Lhoul. Dr. h111f.(, 1uut ~\'ouhl Hot. 
l isten to rumo~. J)l'f,rnLch r~.connu<\ll<l,•d t.hat. the 1•:JH ~ot. chrc~,lyFtiI 

ronch Bundy, since "it is doubtful thnt cont~ct with h1m by t _c 
~ill convinco him one wny or nnotJrnr." Director Hoover w1oto .oj1 
DcLonch's memornmlum, "Yes. We would get no whore wit I 
Bundy.""' · · · 

5. Attmn,pts to Discredit Dr. King With Cong1:essional, Leaders 
Accordin::( to ri mcmornndum by Assistnnt to tho D1rect?r DoLoach, 

flpenkcr of the House ,John McC?i:mn~k requested o. br1efing about 
Dr. Kinr!'s hnr.ki-:round iind iict.iv1t1r.s m _Au!Plst 1965. DeLoo.c~ re,-
1,,, r t,-d t f,,,t t,, .. 1,ri...r,-,1 ~fr·< ;,,rrmv:k fnr ·!:, ':'mutes !l.hnut Dr. Ku_ig s 
,,, i't .i •t•, l,f, .. }J f ,,I ~.r,.,,,.f. J1r1-~;:iblt•. (•f,tflHl'Htl~~t ,nnu,~~(:J: nv,!r Dr. K~ng. 
f,N1o,lu,v ,,, JJ1,f/1,,1·i1. ,\f,(:,1t1n:,1·V. :-·.t.;.,t"',J tJ,~,t, '·i,,: r!r,w n:r..r>g-nJV·.rl 
f~ ,11 llll1'11 l. 'f ,,f f}Jt ·. :•.Jl,11:,! j ,,1, ~tlJ,I th:1.t :'.f1HJt~tJ~1JI~ ,,tJYJfiO:tly 1011~~ f,e 
,J,,,,, .. :, 1,,111 1 it." Hr. .\1, ·.< :,,r1111w.k w:1H uc,l 1nf,<~rvrnw,~,1 by the cornrn1ttc.e 
"1 .... 1r. 

~.f,,t. ,di ( ~0 1wn·.1~Hi1,1rnl i1114uirjeH 111,out ])r. l(ing, however. were un
uwi,n•,I l,y f.111•. llunmu. Fm· i,xurnple, in ,Januiiry 1968, DeLonch re
port.c,d t.1;,,1, l1<\ luul met wit.h 'Scrmto1: Robert C. Byrd o.t the Sen1ttor's 
l'cquest:. D<lLonch's memornn<lum of the ineeting stnt~s that the Sen
iitor expressed concern over Dr. King's plan for demonstrntions in 
·wnshini;:ton, D.C. during the summer and sn.id that it wtLS time Dr. 
King "met his Waterloo." neLonch's memoro.ndnm stntes thnt Sen
nt.or llvrd nsked if tho FTII wonld prepare o. speech about Dr. Kini! 
which he could neliver on th" floor of th" Senate. DeLonch declined 
t.o provide nny iuformntion t.hat. wns not on tho p1rblic record, al-

'%J Mf'mornrnlnm from Frf'clr.rl<~Jc Dnnm~nr<ln~r tn ,vmlnm RnlJh,nn, 8/2/0!i. 
'"Mrmonuulnm from Frcclrrlrk Rnmni::nrf1nC'r to Wllllnm Rnlltvnn, 10/24/00. 
m I\f1•111or11ml11m from Cnrthn n"Lonrh to f:1)'<1<' Toli:ton. 10/2G/<l0. 
,:a Mrmornn,lnm from C.nrt.hn DC'Lonch to Cl:v<fo TolRon; 10/20/00. DC\Lonrh's 

mrnwrnmh1111 notr<l: "l 1w•ri:,11111nlly rr~1 t1rnt nnn<ly lR of' tllr pHrnclo-lntrl1r<'
t.nnl. Tv_,~ l.iC"'ni,.'11<' i:ro1111 thnt hnR llttlf! r<'~JlC'ct ror the FTIT." numh· confinn('(l 
lh11t lw l1nd hc•c•n nppronc>h('d <'OHC'r.rning Dr. I<inJZ" nnd thnt he hn<l refu~rcl to 
tnlk nho111 nr. Klni:-

01 Mrmornmlum from ~nrLlin n{'Lnnrh to .John Mohr, 8/14/05. 

t.hou••h 1111 «licl prnu1isll lo km1p t.ho ::;,m1Lt,oi· in fnrlll<,t( of JJCW publ ic 
sour; itollls."' Tho ()ommiU.eo st11ff did not intol"Viow Sonutor llyrd. 
If. (}()/ N1'/N,/>!U) Opcratim,.v Ayaimt /Jr, l,iu.11 ruul Iii., A.,.,,x,·h1Jc,, 

Tho Fl.II clovnlrnl it,i ndivil:i<,H 1ig1iinsl Dr. King rLnd his 11ssoei1llrs 
to t.lrn st1Lt.11s of fornml co11111.<lrint:dligc11co prngmrm1 (COLNTJ•;J, 
PlW) clnring t.his J>criod."" Jn ,Jul_y HJGG, tho Director inslrnctccl 
f'.110 Now York licl oflico 1-.Iml: "i11nnedi1Lt:11 sl·,ips shoulcl ho t1ilcen 
to discrmlit,, <,xposc, or olh<ll'wiso nm1t.r,ilizc Advisor A's rolo ns n 
(·.illll(ltlsti1)(1 comm1111ist .. " .,. An n1--,'<,nt. wnH n.ssignccl full-ti mo to "cnro
ful ly rnviow (.I"' [A,ll"is«w AJ 1·1LSl\ lilt, s1>"1d11g pos,;ibl,•. 1·.01111t<•r:inti•I
li"Oll<'11 nppronch,ls." lfo rcport."d t.lllll: t.hom WILS no clorngllt.ory m
fc~·nuii-ion on AdviHN" A's pm-:;011111. lifc,"" nml t.luit t.ll<I only "o!foctivo 
wn.v t.o 1mut:rnliw r1iim l i~ h_y pnblic 11xpos11rn" of his ILlk.::(!"l (',mn
nniJJist. P1uty ,is.soc·.int.ion~."' Noll(, of I.ho Flll'a efforts 11g1um;t Acl-
vism· A 1Lppcnr to l11L vc md. suc,·.css. . 

Tho FBI cnnsidcr"cl init.int.ing 1L fomml COINTELPRO to «l1s
c.1·crlit. Dr. King nHd Dr. n,,.njamin Spock in l\fay l!lG7 whm1 rumm-s 
cl,wP.lopNl con~<wning t.ho pos.sihili(y t.hat. KiJJg nnd Spock might. rnn 
n..s "P""''<I" ,,.11.ndiclnfos in i.h<l l!Hi8 pl'P.si,h•nt.i11l l\lcdioJJ. The N"w York 
licl<l oJli,·o r,•rnnmrnH1h•,I postponing t.h,1 r.ffod. to t\XJ)OS<\ "communist. 
conncetions" o{ persons 1LssociatNl with King nnd Spoc·k un t il t.!1<,y hacl 
fol'mally announced t.heir cnn<licliicy."' Tho Chicn~o field oflice pro· 
pose,l wnit.ing until the snmml\r of rnns, rcnsonin~ t.hnt by t.h~n the 
Arlminisf,rnt.ion wonlcl ho.vo either rrsolved t.he. Vmtnnm conlhct or, 
if not, the Communist Pnrty would be mnphnsizin::( the pence theme, 
nncl exposuro of Communist P1Lrty links with the King-Spock cam
nn.iirn "would doubtlessly be npprccint.crl by the Administration.""' 
While the Chiciigo field office felt that. the nurenu should not. "rnlc 
out" the nsc of "flyers, lenflcts, cards nnd bumper st.ickcws" to discrl'Clit. 
the Eing-Spock fa,ket. it rcconnnrndl'd "tlw \1,l' of n politirnl ,-,,lnmn
ist r,r report~r for this pnrp<:>~: .. "' _\ ppar,·1~tl~- m> ,tl'\'-' W\'\"I.' !:lk,·1\ 
t'> implement t11e vhn. · 

In Aui.'1.lst 1'.Jfji the Bureau initi,n~d ,\ COlXTET.1'1,.l) ,·a1•t ;1>l'.,,\ 
"Black Xationnlist-Hnte Groups.:· Thi;; pt~'!:l~\\l\ i~ ,•xtrn;i,·,,h ,h• , 
scribed in the Staff Report on COIXTELPR(). The dor.nment. in;tiat· 
ing the program states: 

01 Memornndum t'rom Cnrtho DeLoncb to Clycle Tol~on, 1/10/GS. 
: COINTRLPRO is discussed nt length In the Stnfr Il1.~pu1·t on OOIN1.,J•;T,PHO. 

Memorandum from Director, ~'BI to SAC, New York, 7/18/66. Allr~ntlon• 
concerning Adviser A's suspected Communist Party nflllintlons nrc dlscusst'd 
n t pp. 149-150. 

uo,J.'l~e complete absence ot nny derogntory intormutlon on A<lvl~c r A'A J)Cr
sonnl hfe clitl not prevent the Durenu from nttempting to develop Rnch iuformn
tion. In October 1067 tbe New York office h1tormr<l Wnshln~ton lt would 11con
tinue its errorts to ptnce [Aclvlscr A] in n compromlfiin1! posit.Jon'' with n womnn 
nc:!unlntnu<•f'. (l\fC'111ornrnl111u from HAO Nf'\\" Yorlc to DlrPctor. Fill. 10/7/HO.) 

.; Mcmornnclum from SAC, Nt>w York to Dlrc.•ctm-. J;,JH. 8/.lli/HO. 
~ Mcmorundmn from ~AC,,~rw.York to ntrPrtor, l1'JH, 2/21'i/Cl7. 

l\I('morn11<1um from RAC .lhc lu~ld offi('t' nol",•d: "t~rrcct.lvf"IY l"lthhln,:: U!-1 ~om
mtmlsb-4 or ns co1111111mf!-lt-hnck~tl thu mor<> h.no1tC'rlt•nl np1,nnrnt9 or tlu~ Prc~lclrnt 
~:.:11tt~0~i~~1~1;~~1.l':,\\~~J},~1~~, in th,i ml1l!-lt or 1 hn 1

1
rri,.;id t•ntlnl rnmpnh::n would he n 

ml\It•mor:1ntl11m from SA<~. Cl1irn,::o to l>l1t•dor, 1,~ur. 6/1/G7. 'l'ht• <'hkni:o ·· :,·'. ·if. 

,vonl<l not nllequntcly ise1Tc our Jllll'Jlof.CFt" ,c;•' l 
offi~e oh~C'r,•t•cl: 01 It fN <'mphnsi~rcl thnt lhiN 111•1·:-:nn sho111cl ht• rrsp1•dt\<l for hi... 1 J- : i·: 

f •tf 
hnlnnr.r• nm) fnir-111l111l1 ·1l1wsH. An urlich• or !<Writ·~ liy nu pslnhll:-1lwcl <·1111st•nnth·c ~·~'.!;-; 

:./';l:,'ii;~~S'-•'< .,.-,: .. •,:>,OC, ,,,. '-"S!>W~."'>a -n,,,-,.,c•~, •:=.-=,c,,e ,SS.S-~,,,.._..,,-.." ,-•-,.~ ')'/l'f.ll"J,•~-.-., ,~.=,:.~)'.':':,..,..,,I.,..,-..~~,= ~,'.O,, ,:,:.'(!•'"~~"-=!•''~•,:_,= .,._,,C', 0"'<1<,<S•,<7•0,•.!•.,,,:,,S",7n.•o.- ,,,,,,,._i._.'. ,,'f<", 
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'··· !i The pn_rposc of \hi~ nMv ,-,~1111t,,.:intt,1lig-<·n,·,, !lnde,wor is to fnnd-rnisini.: nd.ivit.ies 1ill(l Dr. King's pl,u1s to lnJn' n J,,, .. t,m, s,•ri,•s for 

. , .;1 mq>OS<11 cl1~rnpt, rmsdrrcct-, tl1~er,,cl1t., or otherwise ncut.mlizo ,~ fomign td<1vision system, nllcgcdly t,i miS<l fonds for tlm prnj,•c.t.;'"' 
-.~: th!I nc(1v1t.1rs of_l,lnck-natw!111hst, Jmt<1-typ<1 org-miizntions nnd Tn Fchrn1t1·y l!llifl t.ho FBI 11g-11i11 nwis,•,1 th,, King- mo11og-1·nph nnd 
l grouprn:,.,;;, t.Jum· ll'ntlersl11p, spokllsnu,n, rlllllllhl'rship nncl cliHtrilmtml it.'to <'<'l'l-nin olli,·.i,ds in I.II<' 1,;,m.,11t i "''· llrnnllh. 'I'll<' llorn,,st.ic 
i, snpport.m·s, mul to eountcr their propensity for violeneo Intclli~llnco))ivision mcmomndum r·ccon1n1<•111lin;!t-hl\ncw 111onoi:rnph 
'\' 1U1<l civil disordor. · shtk1l t'.lutt. il.s dissl\lllinnl.ion "prio,- l.o Kini:'s '\Vnshing-ton ::--prin;! 

lnl.cnsiliy<j ,_1t.tontio11 un<l,w t-his pro. 1(1'11111 shonld •Ju1 nffo,-cfotl ]',-ojcct' shouhl sm·vo 111-:1ti11 to 1·,1111irul l.op-1,w,•l ollici,tls in (;ovum-
. t.o the nct1v1t.ws o-f snch i:r·onps ns tlH\ Rtudmit Nonviolon(; nll'nt. of t.h(l wholly ,lis,-op11t.11hlo d111mc1<11· of King-.""' 

Coo,-dirmting- Com111il.t.,,,i, Sm1tl1cn1. (J/11-i.vl-itm J, ,,r11lt;1·.,l,:i.p In 01tl'ly Mru·d,, thl\ ll11l'<'1tn 1,,-o,ulerwd its Bluck N1tt.io1111list.-lT11tc 

i 

00'nferc·nce, Uevolntionnry Action Movement, tho Dencons Groups COINTELPltO 11xplie-itly to inclndc l>r. Kin:.:."' Tow,inl t.llll 
for l>efonse 1rncl ,Tusticc, Congress of H11ci1tl Equality nnd tho end of tho month, the FBI. bl11-:1m t.o clisscmi1nit<1 in fo,-m11t.io11 to tlu, 
N,ition of Jslnm. [Emphasis ndded.) m ' pres.-; "clesigned to curtnil sncccss of .M111·ti11 Luthe,- Kini:'s fund 

. Tho Domrstic Jnt.elli:.:enco Division expn.nded the Black Nn.tionnl - mising c1unp11ig-n fort.ho '\V,L~hingt.on Spring l'rnjcct.." Tl1<1 fir-st of 
rst-Ha.to Groups COINTELPRO in Febrmu-y l9GS. Tho instructions many plnns iuchuled circul1tt.i11:,: ,i story 
to tho fiold offices listed nstt "gon.]": t.J111t King dous not uc,1<l contributions from t.hc 70,000 1x1oplc 

p h · l\ll solicited. Sinco the churches Jmvc offered suppo,-t, 110 mon, 
rnvcnt t o rrso of n. "m<'ssinh" who could unify nnd elec- money is needed nnd n.ny contributed wonld only be us"d by 

t.i·ify t.11" milit,mt hhlck nnt.ionnlist movemont. Malcolm X 
might htwe been such tt "rnessin.h ;" he is tho mnrtyr of tho King- for othor purposes. This it.cm would n!1ed nn.tion-widc 

l M · circulntion in order to rnnch ttll the potentinl (·ont,-ibutors nnd 
movement toe "Y· nrtm Luther King, Stokely Cn.11nichncl curttdl t.h<'fr clormtions."' 
nm] Elijah ~fohnrnmcd 1111 nspirn to th is position. Elijal: 
Muh1111m1e1] is less of tt thnltlt. {x,.c,u1s,1 of his n•!O. Kii,,. could On Murch 25, tlu1 H11mn11 HJ>lH'OVl\d ,i plu.n to nutil 1u1 nnonymous 
ho IL ren.l contender for this posit.ion should J~o n.hn.n<lon his let.tor ton. civil ri:.:hts lender m 8clnu,, Ahtlmmn, who wns "milfe.d" 
supposed "ohe<li<1nco" t.o "whito,, liborn.l doctrines" (nonvio- wit.h I>r. King-, ttnd 1l copy of t.Jrnt 1"1:ter to 1t !:',l\lnm newspnp,•r·, hoping-
lcnce) n.rul c.mbmce blnck nntionnlism ... . "" t.lmt thll newsp11p"r mig-ht int.crvi,,w the Je,ulrr nlwrnt. its t'ontents. The 

The SCLC wns retn.ined 116 n. "primnry tnrget" of tho COINTELPRO Hnre,m described t.hP. purpose of the lcttc1· ns cnlling 
nrul M,utin Luther King-'s nn.n'l(I wns nddcd to the list of persons wh~ to tho nt.t<111t.io11 of [t.hll civil rig-hts lc1ufor] t.l111t King- is nrnn,ly 
wtwo t,n.rgcts. using t.ho Nt~#,.!rm•s of the ~~Ima. 11.1·c1\. for his own JH~rsnmd 

The .s11pcrviso1· oft.hr. 111,u·k N11t.ion11list COlNTELPRO, tol,1 tl1<i r1g-g-r·1uHlizcnH•11t; t-lmt. lw is not g-cnuirwly intm·l\st,•d in lhl'ir 
Co1111111tt""· thnt ho could recnll no coun terintclligonco activities di- welfare, but only in their donntions; t.l111t in nil probnbility 
re~tecl ngamst the SCLC, but thnt scvern.J were tu.ken ngainst Dr. the indivi,lunls gain~ to ,v:t.Shin~t.on fo,- the Hprm~ l'rojret 

. Kmg.• 07 will l,e left st.rnndl'ct without s111btblc:, housini: OI' rood . The 

0. Tlte Fll/'a Efforta to Ducredit D,·. l{ing During lI-i~ Laat Jlf011thN 

Betwe<1n 1005 nnd cnrly 1067, the files incliC1tte t.llllt Bmenu concern 
nbo,!t Dr. King Imel decr·cns,•d. This co11c!,rn wtts rovived by Dt·. Kinl!:'S 
Apl'll 4, l!J(i7, speech nt New York's Riverside Chnrch 'in which he 
opposr.,1 t_hc A~l,!)inistmt.ion's position in Victnnrn. Tl;e FBI intP.r
Jll'l'kd thrs pos1t1011 n.s prnof hll "hns been influenced by communist. 
rulvisc,-s," ,u!d not~d_ t.hnt. Ki_ng's rllmnrks wcr.l', "n. dil'(,ct pnmllel of 
t.~10 ,·on11nun1st p~srt.ron on Vrntn11111." "". A w,•.ck ttrtor tho spN1ch t-1"' 
l'. BI sent t.hc_1Vl11t.r. _House nnd t.hc ,Tust1cc l>epnr-t.me11t. n rcvis",1 edi -
tion of the prmted Kmg mono:.:mi1h. · 

In_enrly Deccml,er IDG7 Dr. Kmg- ,umounccd plnns to hold dr.mon
st.rnttons in rnn.jor Americn.n cities, incln,ling vVnshinrrton D.C. t.o 
sr,m· Cong-rcss into llll)lcting civil r·ights lcg-isl11t.io11. The Fni follo ,~·r,l 
closul,y dcvelop111m1ts_111 Dr·. Kin~'s "'Yns]1ingt,i11 Rpr!ng Proj~ct" fo,-
wnnirng to tho '\Vhrt.e Ho11sll 111fo,-nrnt10n conrenung A,lv1s,,.r A's 

: lfcmornndnm from 'DlrN·tor, l1'nr to Sp<"<."lnl AgrntH In 0hnrg1•, S/2:'i/07. 
Mt•mornmlum trom lHrt•ctnr, ]•'fl] to H11t•<·lnl Ai,:,•nh:i: 111 Chnri.:1•, :t;-J/HR. 

m"i't•Htl111011y1 10/17/70, J). 1•1. 
'"" MPmornmtnn\ from ChnrleH nrennan to ,vntJnm Snlllvnn, 4/10/07. 

letter shonlcl n.Jso plny up the possibility of violmice.'" 
Thero is no indicnt.ion in FBI files that. the letter wus nrnifod. 

Dnring tlrn fatter pn.t·t of Mnrch, Dr. King went to Memphis, Ten
nessee, whcro n. strike by Snnit'1t.ion Workers· Juul erupted into ,•iolent 
,-iots. 

A March 28, lOGS, Domestic Intelligence Division memornncl111n 
stated: 

A s,rnitntion striko lms been g-oing on·in Memphis fo,- some 
time, Martin Luther King-, ,Jr., to,liiy h,tl tt mnrch t·ompoS<1d 
of 5,000 to G,000 people throui;:h tho stt·ecls of Memphis. King 
w11s in nn nutomobilc prece<l1.ng the mn.rchers. As the mnrch 
developed, nets of violence nncl vttndnlism broke out incl11di11g 
tho brenking of windows in stores nnd some looting.-, .. .. .. ,. 

m Mc111orn11tl11D\ from Gt"Or~c Moor(! to Wllllnm Sulllvnn, 12/lR/07; 111('1110-
rnntlum from DJrcctor, l•'HI to Ll•~GA'r, 12/21/07. . · 

m Mcmornmlum from Grwr~c Moore to Wllllnm Snlllvnn, 2/20/UH. 
m St•e dlNcustdon, 1m1>ra, JI. l~O. 
rn Mrmorntulum from (h~orgc Moore to \Vllllnm S11lllvnn, R/2tJ/H8. 
m Memornmlum from HAC, Mohtlc to Director, Jl'UJ, H/!!::i/08; mrmorumlmn 

from Director, }'I.II to SAC, lllohlle, 4/2/08. 
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This clenrly dcmon~tmt.cs tlmt acts of ~?·CtLllcd 1101_,violcnce 

1u]vocate<I 1,y King cannot. I/II co!1trol \eel. I he s,'.mc t!11ng c,!111'.~ 
Jmp~>cn in h i!:! plmmod 111n~~1vo c1V1l d1sobodumco fo, \Vuslung 
ton m April. 

ACTION 
At.t.,u;hc,I is IL hlind mcmonuulmn point.in!, out t.lir. 11}><wo, 

which if you 11pprov,1, ~houl_d ho mado 11.v111lubl" by Cr1111c 
Hcco.rds })ivisio11 to 1·.ooplll'llltvl\ 11<111•s n1<1dm Hourc,~s. 

Tlw uu:nllll'llll!lurn cnrrii,d Dirccto1· l.loov<>r's ''0.lC" 1uul tho nol11t.ion, 
"luutdlc<I 011 :\/2H/(i8.'' '" . . . , I ) 

On j\far<"-h l!!l, U>li8, t,he ])omrst.ic_Jnb1lhge11co D1v1su,m rcc.011111.,enc_ '.:1 . 
t.1,at t.hll following ,utido lio furn1slu1<l to IL coopornt1vo news H0111ce · . 

M,utin Lnt.ll!'.I' King, ,luring t.h11 s11nil.Rt.io11 wo1·k,11·s' st.ri lw 
in J\-lcmphi~, Tenll(1sscc, h11s )lll(<>d Negro!'!:! to boycot~ !~~WJ~
t.own whito mcrr.lumt.s to aduevc Nogro clcman~.ls. On 3/:W/68 
King led a march for the s11nit11tion workers. L ike :J mlns lend
ing liuuhs to sl1111ght,,i· King l~l t.hl'_mn,rchm'S to v1ol1mc1!, 1uul 
when tho violonco l>l'okc_out1 h.mg d1s~pvcnr1i<l. . 

Tho lino I Cote! J,ormme Ill l\fomplns \S ownl\cl 1uul p11t1011-
izml oxclusively by Negroes but Kmg cluln't go t.hc!·o for )us 
hasty exit. Instead King dcciclccl the plush ~Iohday !nn 
Motel white owned opemtecl and almost cxcl11s1ycly p11tlon
ized :vns the pl1Lco 'to "cool it." There will be no boycott of 
w hito merchants for King, only for !us followors. '" 

On April 4, Dr. King returned to Memphis. Thi~ timo ho regis~ .. rcd 
nt tho Lorraine Hotel. We _hnvo discovered no ov1d~nce that ~;\o l BI 
was rcsponsiblo for Dr. Kmg's move to the Lorrame Hotel. . 
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/}, Attem,pl8 to Discredit /)r. l(ing'8 Hcputation After llis Death 

Tho FBI's ntfo111pts to ,Ji;;,,1·etlit, Dr. King- did not end with his 
d,11Lt,h. Tn llforch lnGI) •t.ho H,m,nu wns infor111nd t,11111. Con~r1·;;.~ wns 
considorin:r dcchu·ing Dr. King's l,irtlul1Ly IL nntionnl holuliiy, 111ul 
t,luvt, 111cmhm, of t.)u1 Tlousl\ Co111111i·lfoo on Jnt.cm11l !:-iecurit.y 111ig-h1, lie 
cont.1u:t.ing t.lui Bun,iLu r,,.. 11 l,ri<"-lin/.( 1il1011t. llr. King. Tiu, Crimi' 
Hec,mls Division r,,,·.on111wn,h•,I hri!?ling-1.lu, Cong-n,ssnu•.n hei:1111He t.lmy 
wom "in :i posit.ion t.o lei'<'!' 1.1,1, hill fr-0111 l,11ing n1porl.1•.,I out. of Co111-
1rtiUnn" if "Uwy mnlizo J(in:,: w1~~ n s,·oundml." Dol,rnidt not.ml: "This 
is IL <lclic1ito mntfor- but. ('ILIL ho hnmll,•d vr,ry Cll\lt.ionsly." Director 
II0ovc1· wrot.o, "I n:,:n,c. It. 11111~t. h1• hu.ndled 1>1:ry cn,1ttio11.il11.'""• 

In A,pril lflG!l F·HT ] fo1ulq1111rt,irs n,cniv"cl IL rccon111101uln.t.io11 for n 
couut11r1nt.olligl'.nc11 prngrnn1 frm11 t.lrn Atfont.n Fid,l Ollic11. Th111111t.urn 
of tho p1·op<)S(,d progm111 hns not. '"""' nw,•11lr.,I t.o t.il!I Con1111it,1,,.,. 
A 111cmomndum conceruiug (,ho pliu1 which tho Bun1n11 h11s g-i\'l,n 
to tho C'-01111nit.t.<io, howov,,r, notes t.lmt. 1cho pl11n might. he used "in 
tho event, t.ho Bure1L11 is inclinod t.o 11nt!1rta.in counterint.cll igenrc ud.ion 
ag:iinst Corctll,n. Hcot.t. King 1uid/or the conti1111011s projrd ion of t.Jm 
public imnp:e of M11rt.in Luther King-. . .. "'"' Tho Dir1•.ctor informed 
tho Athmt.n ollico tJ111,t "t.ho Bnronu dO<',S not ,h•.siro connterintdligcn('-<l 
action against Corot.ta King of tho nn:t.ure you suggest. n:t this time."' 

CONCLUSION 
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l 
l 
I 
I 

l 
I! 
I 

Although it is impossible to gnugo the full c~tent to .which the I 
FBI's discrediting pro gm.ms a.1foctcd. the ci vii rights movement, the 
foRot -thwt t.h~re w

1 
':s. -~mbpnct

1 
is ~~nB,1Iucs

1 
tidonnblc. f 

1 
. · . 

umors c1rcu awu y t 10 ,! · ,a a pro oum 11npaot on tho ! 
SCLC's ability to rn.ise funds. According to Congressman Andrew ) 
Yo,!ng, a per~onal friend nnd nssoeia.to of Dr. King, the FBI's effort ' 

H' Mewomndum Crow George Moore to William Sullivan, 3128168· An nrtlcle agamst Dr. Kmg und the SCLC "chilled contributions. There were di- t 
nbout violence In tile snnltntlon strike, !)Ubllshed In the Memphis Comu1erclal t tte t f I f 
Clnrion 

011 
Murch 20 1008 echoed the wording oc the ~'DI mewornndwn, nlthough rec a .mpts n. some o 011r argcr contrib11tors who told u~ that they f 

there 18 110 1
,rooC u,dt the '1,•nr wa• res,xmslhle tor the art.lcle. The article stntcd: hud been told by ugcnts that Ma.rt.in hnd a Swiss bn.nk account, or th1Lt I 

"Yesterclay'• mnrch, ostensibly 11 protest on behnlC of the city',• striking ~nnltn- M1u·tin hllcl confiscn.t.cd some of the monies from tho March on Wash- t 
tlon worker. was generally considered to \.le n 'drcas rehearsnl by Dr. Kmg tor ington for his personal 11se. None of that wn.s truo." "' Harry Wachb-1, i 
!tis planne,l 'mnreh on Washington A11rll 22." Plemphls Commercial Clnrlon, ono of Dr. King's legnl co11nscls who handfod many of the financial a.nd ; j 
31:.?{~~~ornndnm from George l\loore to William Sulllvnn, 3/29/08. . fund raising activities of the SCLC, emphn..'iizcd that tho SOLO wns I I 

"'nr. mug's ussoelotcs nncl the FBI both deny that this last crrort to discredit ~lwa.ys in need of funds. "Getting a grant or getting -n. cont.ri.\mtion ·! 
Dr King 1nauenecd his decision to move to the Lorraine Hotel. Dr. Rnlph Aber- IS o. very fragile thing. A ~rant delayed :ho.s a. very serious impact on 
nnthy, who wos with Dr. King during his last days, told the Committee that he an o . ruti I fi . I d't' t,t I ",.. , I 
had not IJeen uware oC any newspaper urtlclcs crltlclzlni; Dr. mni; for atllylng nt rga.mz on W 1060 nanc1a. con I ion WllS pre y roug 1. 
the Holldny Inn during hi• visit the previous \veeI,. lle wns certain that the Lor- Wachtel <testified th1l.t tho SOLO cont.inually Imel to ovorcomo 111ino1'S 
ralnc hod not been chosen because of nuy articles thut might have n11pcnrcd nnd of poor financial management and communist connections. I 
snid that Dr. J{lng always stnyed 1lt the Lorraine when he visited Memphis, with Th . l I 
the exception oC the prior visit. In that Instance, Dr. Kini; hud been brought to e materm . . . staved in the . political bloodstream all tho :.i 
the Holl<lny Inn hy police ronm,'lug a riot durini; the snnltntlon strike. (Stair sum- way through to the timo of Dr. King's death, o.nd even after. · ' · 
mnry or na1,,h Abernathy lutcn·iew, 11/1!1/76, t>- 2. l In our efforts to build n King Conter, it was around. It wn.s 

\ h(uu.lwrlth'u note.~ oa tbe If Bl nw1uor11 nclmn crlt.lclzln,; Dr. K1ng for Htnyln~ liko n: contn.1ninntion. u1 , ·1 
nt' the llnlidny Inn Hlntcs: ''hnmlled, 4-3-08." 'l11u~ .}, HI qncstlonC'd t!lC ngcn~ . :1. 
who wrote "bundled" on Liu~ nu."mornn<lum uud lutol'mcd th~.Conunlt.!,<'C thnt ht 11 .. ,, .. ~ . 

. <liil not n•cnll the uwmoromlmn, nml d lcl not know whether ho.oclled ln<llcnt~d ur. Memorandum trom Milton .Tones to 'l'homnu Illshop, 8/18/00. [Emphnulu In - ··-"'-" \\~ 
thnt. ht• hntl ,U~Rcmlunh~tl thP nrtlclc or slm11ly c1rnn><l the mcmoronclnm throui;h orlgln,:il.] : ···::/<~ 
th<> Crime n.ccortls J>lvlt;tou of the J1'BI. . mat Mrmornmlmn from RAC\ Atlnnln to nlrN!tor. ll"J\T, 4/3/<l'O. ~ ·~:!)· 

Acrortli1J~ to the• }'Hl, Hr. l i: h1,: ,·1tcc·kl'cl l11to tht• Lorrn lnc l1ott•l nl lO :.to al.In. 4
~ Mcruorurnlmu from l>h·t'<·lor, l"IH to 8AO, Atlnntn, 4/14/00. ·. :,: -~,: 

011 Avrll :t 'l'he 11,Hl hu8 cm:~lm.lrd thut •lth~i IH~~~~~
0
.
11~n1.~,w;(;1.u1::f l1:11~f1 lA

1
\~;~~- L : i~11!1;i~11~i1~r· 2ri~- ' ';\lJ;ii,l 

~•2-Z-=~~--~~~-~~-~-:~ 
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Tho SCLC lc1t<forship nssumcd thnt nnyt.hi,w snid in meetings or 
Ol'l'.r tlu: telephone woul<l he intercepted by ,~h·ot:tps, bugs, or in
formnnl.~. fronic,tlly, t.h(I 1"111 111c1norn11dum rnporting tl11tL 1t wircti1p 
of the SCLU's At.htntn o!lict, w11s fensiblc stntcd : 

In the pnst wll('n intcnicws hnvc been conducted in the 
ollico of Southern Christi11n Lmidcrship Conforonco certain 
employees when 11sked n question, in n half joking mannm: 
and ,1 half Slwions mnnner replied, "You should lrnow thnt 
nlrend~:, don't you hnvo our wires tapped!" It is noted in the 
past, Stnte of Georgia hns conducted investigations regard
mg subject n,nc\ Southern Christian Lendorship Conference.'" 

Jfarry \Vachtcl commented on t.he impact constant surveillance on 
members of the SCLC: 

When you live in n fishbowl, you net liko you're in a fish
bowl, 1vhether you do it c01isciously or unconsciously •• . . I 
cnn't put specifics before you, except to sny that it. beggars 
the lmngination not to believe thnt the SCLC, Dr. King, and 
all its lenclors were not chille,l or inhibited from all kinds of 
nctivities, politic11l nnd even social."' 

Wachtel also pointed out the mmifications stemming from the Gov
ernment's advance knowledge of whnt civil rights lenders were 
thinking: ' 

It is like political intelligence. It did not chill us from saying 
it, but it affected the stmt.cgies and tactics because the eeoplo 
you were having strntegics and tnctics about were privy to 
whnt you were nhont. They knew your doubts . ... Tako 
events like strutegies in Atlantic City . ... Decision-making 
co1u:erning which wtty to go, joining one challenge or not, 
suppo1ti11g tt p11rticulnr sitm1t10n, or not, had to be limited 
very strongly by tho fact that information which wns ex
pressed by tolephonc, 01· which could oven possibly be picked 
up by buggini.:, woulcl ho in thll hands of tho President.'" 

J>11rh1tps most difiicult. to gnugc is the porsonnl impact of tho 
R11re1111's programs. Congrc.s.~mnn Young told the Committee tl111t 
whilo Dr. King wns not. clc,tmw.d hy tho attacks which nro now known 
to h,tvc her.n inst.igat.ed in p1trt. hy tlrn FBI, there is "no (Jtrnstion" bnt 
thnt ho wns p1•rso111tlly nffcdi,,l: · 

It W!lS 11 gr,mt hunlen to I"' 1tl.t,11elrnd by pcoplo he respected, 
p11rt11:ul1trly when tho 11t.t.ncks cngm1d1,rccl by thll FBI cnmo 
from pm>pl<> liko Rn.lph Md,ill. I I" s,1t down 1tnd cried nt the 
New York Times 1,clit,.,ri1tl n.hout. h is st.ntrmont on Victnnm, 
hut t.his just. nuufo him mor1, 1fot,,m1i1wd. Tt wnR 11 ,rre11t 
penmnn.! suffering, hut. Hince Wll don't ,,.,Lily know 1111 tl111t 
tlu,y did, "'" h11v1, no w1ty of knowing the w11ys U111t thoy 
nffrcted us."' 

,u Mc>mornuclmn, Spcdnl A~cnt tn Ohnrgc, Atlnntn, to Director, FnI, 10/10/0.q. 
= Wncht"1, 2/27/70, pp. JO, 10. 
'" Wnehtel, 2/'1:7 /70, p. IO. 
"' Y min~, 2/10/70, p. 10. 
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.,rJOHAL. J'QIIW NO, 10 
W.LT t •7.S IOIT10M 
e1A PrM-. t•1 C:,IIU IOt.11.e 

UNITED S_TATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoran.dum 
Files 

Fred G. Folsan i 

;Ecr: Conference Wit.11 F.B.I. Intei:nal Security Division 
Representatives 

In an infoDTial. disOJSsion on SeptE!llber 2, , 1976, o::werina 
several matter~, r ()) (J) ( c_+ . 

. ~ - ~ - -
., it was conceded by then that there was no evidence 

,-, 

' ·, 

that Reverend Mart.in Luther King, Jr., had ever been a member of the 
Carmun.ist Party, U.S.A., nor was there direct evidence (i.e., quotaticu 
of oi:al or written statements) that he e5FOused the o::mr.unist philosophy 

·, 

or follo,Jed a " party line" distinguishable fran the valid civil rights 
II'OVarent. It was stated that the Bureau's attenticn to King was predicated 
on his ass=iaticn with alleged CPU3A rnenbers, taking their tactical · 
advice and using them· for other matters such as legal advice, mass 
oem::nstrations and si:eech writing. 

I . 

,. 

• 

~--------- ··------- ------ ----------·--------- - ---- ----- - - -----
·, 
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t..,.," ~r. · , 01,:;on --r-r-
-';J ~'.'· DeLocch ~ 

. ~~1-,hj -~--.
P.r.t\1' ; f':;)op ~ 
Mr. C~per --
Mr. Callahan -
Mr. Conrad --

Mr. felt~ 
Mr. Gale 

3/11/69 

> 

· Mll. TOLSON: 

RE: 
C 

JAMES EARL RAY 
~r. Rose. --

Mr. Su llivan __ 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING Mr. Tave! __ _ 
Mr. Trotter __ _ 

Now that nay has been convicted and is servin~Te~. Room ___ , · · 

)

a 99-year sentence, I would like to suggest th2. t the "' Miss Hol::ies /. i. 
Director allow us to choose a friendly, capable author, Miss. Gently :/ 
or the Header's Digest, and proceed with a book based o . · 
this case. ~ 

A carefully writtE!"\ factual book would do much to 
preserve the true history of this case. While it will no~ 
dispel or put down future rumors, it would certainly help to 
hnve a book of this nature on college and high .school library 
shelves so that the future would be protected. ' 

I would also like to suggest that consideration be · 
given to advising a friendly new~paper contact, on a strictly 
confidential basis, that Coretta King and Reverend Abernathy 
are deliberately plotting to keep King's assassination in ·the 
news by pulling the ruse of maintaining that King's murder 
was definitely. a conspiracy and not committed by one man. 
This, of course, is obviously a rank trick in order to keep 
the money coming in to Mrs. King, Abernathy, and the Southern 

' .""'·. 

Christian Leadership Conference. We can do this without any M 
attribution to the FBI and without anyone knowing that the· ~ 
information came from a wire tap . • 

~' 
Re7pectfu ly, ~- I 

G_: ;j 
~ ~j 

) 
.... ) _11 / IC, \ D;Loach / t

1
~. '._,,:_::.'-·.-

C~~~ ~~~ (3) 'V \j/ ~ .. 
cc Mr. DeLoach . ) See~-rA.r.D·D,'lE~~u:r_:."~;~~; !/-~l .:-:; 

3 
:.~',,: •. :·:;>,_:: 

f"~, , ' . . ~>I"' • . • .• -··" ...... "' . 

Mr . · Bishop · ! . 1 . ·: ,. /·.'~, • .,_ H 3 }, .. . . .. ,. I· ..... TI- ..,.,,~,r- -. t,. ,· l" ·-·- . .. . 
')• , ·, (/(-:/·/:, I { · ·• . • ... •. . . :; 

~ ..-.~ ., ~?"'·'7 \]I :~i-.:.·r._;fJ.R 2G JS·sa . _:_;_--~;:;·.'.:: ,··{f,'(i ... --····· IF\V':1,1r · . .. 
, " ::_:, ' I ) ri I · ·<- ' / ,'.\ .:::•L_, ~ . I"· t..- °PI:,·' ' :. - .... ~ .-, 

... / ;,,!)_ Jt:'\'~,0- ·,:,J ~;{/~ "',: __ D;.lf---- _,._[:_;·: .. :,;.;_:·::: 
~ ( ' ··,r, 'i - ~ " ~ . ; · , ) ; \. 

~ ~} -----------------.,....-----~-----------------~--r !l 
. : t~ 

-----·-· ·- --······- - · · -- ·._:r ..... :1 
------- __j.! 

. ·. . 
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PRESIDEriT ' S COr:ITUSSION 

011: 'I·}IE 

l-,ashingtoh, D. C, 

r,Ionday, J::i.nuary 27, 1964. 

Tne P1•esident 1s Commi:::;::;ion met, p1.1rsuant to call, at 2 ~.30 

I 
! 
I 

i 
! 

l 
I 
C 

i 
1 

~ 

t i;>.rn., in the Hearing R-:ior.1, Four·i;;1 Floor, 200 10..rylm1d Avenue, i 
i 

Noi~thcast., \'J'ashing"i;on , D. C., Chief Juz tice Earl 1·~·ar1.,en presiding .. ~ 
~ 

PRESm.iT: 

Chief Justice Earl Harren, Chairi!!an 

Ser.a-car Rich::i.::.~d B. Russell, i•!G.Jbe~ 

Senator John Sher!7":an Coo[Jer, i·Iemoer 

Representative F.ale Boggs, i-!Gmb0r 

John J. r-!cCloy, r:rember 

Allen W. Dulles, 1-'!ember 

J . Lee Ranldn, ·Gener al Counsel 

-3 :; .. -. ... m. 
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The Chairma n . l·lell, l_';cntlemen, i:hc meeting 1·/lll ccme ·;; 0 

orrle1°. · ( 

I 
I 
< 

' l 
hc.v~ 

explo:r1:;d this si·i;ue.tion 1·;e · d i scussed consid:'"r-ably . . t:.'e tallced 

to tile Texas people, and Ne have give,1 c.onsidcraole though'c . . 

to i·i; s _ince, and I am going to aslc rte. Rantdn. · to start at the 

bec;::.nnir.c; and just tell. you the story as ,·re ha vc got it. 

l-tc. Ran!dn . I received a call from t--!aggoner Ca1°r, thG l 
i 

At·i;o1°ney General of Texas, and in that call he ,.-i::i.s quite excited • . i 
! 

He 1:1as on his 1,;ay to Te;carB:ana from Aµstin. 

· I·t.". Dulles. This in after our f:l0e~c:lng ·i;he o\;i.1Gr i1igl1t? 

r:;;.0 • Ban!cii1. Thfa tn,.; before . 

~!l"'. Rankin, Yes . 

He said ·he thought he had some inforr.ia'cion tl!at he t}1011[}!·i:; 

:::11611ld get to me 1!nmadiately and it 1·ias to 'cl18 ei'f'ect that ·che 

F ."B . l. i,ad an tmdercover agen ',; \•ihO was Os1·1ald, and he said 

1t came up ·'chis 1•;ay, that the "matter t1as de veloped at a meeting · 

in (!1.:t!i1bC1'::; i·lith the judge,.Bro1·1n, of the court , and i t was in 

rel:;i.tion to the p1'od;.!c'~:lon of evidence 1·1hcre Ruby's a ·i;·i;orney 

astrnd tha t par-i; of the evidence tha t t ~1e F . B. I . deve l oped be 

furn l slled. to them, and during tl:1a t time the Dis t r:lc·i; f-v~torney 

had· responded or opposed the mot i on for ·che evidence b;:,1 s a ~· i n_g 

,_;; .. -- ....... ~i=n~ 

Cs-~~~~ --. --

------ ____ :.. _ _:____ __________; 
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',;i1at the various usual grounds and that the Ii' .I-.B. '"liever did 

',;his before, and .in addition to ',;lm',; he though',; he!me:·i ·the 

1°eas·on 1°1hy t11ey 1·1ere 1,Jilling ',;o do it tl1is 'cir.re, and it 1·1as 

that OS\•,ald 1·1as . an umle:.:cover agent for ·i.;he F .B.I. 

Sen. Russ ell. Has this in O[Jen c ouri, i:-ir. nantd.n? 

r.ir. Ran!dn. Tha',; is i·ir.a',; I understood. 

nc. Dulles. In chambers? 

Hr. Ranldn. In chambers. 

'1'hat he also tmm•1 the number that t·1a::, 2.ssignecl by the F.B.I. 

to O;rnald ;:il1ich t-ias No. 179, and he ki"le:·1 that he im2 on the 

payroll or ere.ployed, I tl1inlc that :i.s the 1·12.y he [Jut it, employed 

by the· Ii'. B. I. at :~200 per month from Sep':;er::be:?:' of 1962 up to 

·the time of the as sass ina tion, 

Tl,a'c Has all that he lcnew about it. Ee didn't get the 

information from District Atto1°ney Hade, bu'c he had gotten it 

from someone else and · he didn't tell me t·i::cto that \'Jas, but he 

said it I1as a person in whom he had ccmple·~e faith and could 

rely upon. 

I called ',;he Chief Justice irnmedia tel::;- and i•1ent over and 

saw him and told h:l,m the story, and he thought it i·ias r;,.a terial 

of such :i.m['.lortance to the Comr,1ission that the entire Co.:i;;iission 

should be called and advised \·11th rc(!;ard to it. 

Ue had a meeting., 'Ghen, .ar.d told the ir.forrr.ation, and it 

\~as the consensus of the meetine; that t'le shcultl ·~ry _tc get those 

people up here, including the District Attorney, Hade, the 
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Attorney General, Special Counsel 1·Jl-i:;h the ~tto:cney G::meral, 
! 

.Leon J'a1,ior3t{i, a,11:! Bob Ste:.: 0y, and r-Ir. il.lGz2.:.:der, the Assi3tant 

Distric·i:; At·i:;orney a·i:; Dallas. 

l'IG aztced them to all co.ll(;) 1.1p, and they did. on. F:ciday. At 

there, tha·i:; Oswald 1·1as an 1.mdercover agent, but they extended 

it -2.lso ·i;o the C.I.A., saying tha·i:; they h:i.d a m.,m'.Jer f.'01' him 

assigned to him in· connect:!.on i.-:ith th;: C .LA. t!.nd ga,ie that to 

him: and ne>ne of. them had any origir.al infori:!a tion of their oim. 

They said that the source of their i:1forrcation 1·1as a ·m~n 

by the name of· Hudtdns 1·1ho v1as a reporter for the Houston Post, 

and ·.:;hat it had been circulate;d by a greater portion cf all 

the reporters in the Dallas area ,·;ho had b~en 1·1orts:i:nG en this 

matter in .various forms. 

Se11 •. Russell. Did he e;cplain 1·1hy it hadn't 'been published? 

This ~Jould have gone across the count_ry 1:1.l<:e ,·1ild i'ire. 

!l!r. Rantdn ~ Well, they said part of i'c had been published. 

The fact tha'.; it 1,1as claimed that Os,·12..ld t·12.s an undercover 

· a.gen'.;, _ai:1d I noticed The Hation, ~~though I hadn't seen it 

before, refers to an article in January, the first of January 

by Hudlcins from l'lhich he referred to the undercover agent's storiJ. 

But he does not; give the number or the $200 a month .it 

that time . 

We tl1en asked. if they astced Hi..:dl<ins of i·ihere he had got 

his story and they said they had not . We as!ced if' there i·1as · 

i 
i 
i 
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any o·i:;her place, · and they don ' t lcnm1 of any other ~iace tha'c 
' 

they could assign. 

In fact, i•1hen 1·1e as!wd them at first, they did not reveal 

. the name of Eudtdns to 1.1s. They said the rc).)or·i;er·s generally 

\·1 ere giving the story or discussing the story, and it ~-1as only 

af'.;er vie urged them tha·i; they gave us H..,dtcins' name. 

l:ie did discover, a;;iongst the papers that i·1e received from 

the Scc1°et Service, a report ~ihich ·i;he Chief Justice obtained 

i'rom r,ir. i':foore, I believe i'.; \·1as I'1r. L'!oore :·:hich. r-:.:ferred i;o a 

~'.!r. St·1ea l;'~ who i•1as the Depu'cy Sheriff in Dallas Ccun·c~, in 1·1hich . 

he said 'chat Ost•1ald was an undercover agent and \·1as being ()aid 

so iiu.1ch a month for some time bactc to Septe.r.ber , and ·i;hat it 

I 
I 
! ; 
' l 

had a number 1·1hich he g.:1.ve and that repor·i; as No . 172. This report; 

by the Secret Service agent t·ias of a conference 01° inquiry that 

he made in the area to S,·1eattbac1c on December 17th. The report 

~,as da'ced Jr,nuary 3, and ~1e didn't get it until Ja,1uary 23. 

Ue Nondered at the time when this matter first came to our 

attention, the Chief Jus t:!.ce asked r,rr. Huor-e, Secret Service 

· agent ~,ho 1·ias \·Jortcing here, if there \·1as anything about this 

in thz:!.r f'1les that he \·1ould get it if there 1·ias and bring it 

·to h:tm directly pzrsonally, and this >:as the result. 

·He didn ''i; tmovi tihat to expect from this, because that \·1as 

20 days after the date of that report, · and ue t·iondered 1·1hether 

the Secret Service \·1as i·J:l.thholding scmething from us, since 

they had this in their hands clear baclc on January 3, the date 

~~~ ,,.,!l""'I.F-'1~,!l"'""'1 

.O.a == fQilo'.Z .Za~ ~ 
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though l t seemed J.ilce ldnd or: a long r,ie:cicd slnce they hadn • ·;; 

e;o"i.;tcn any further report f'r om Fr• S1·1e:c.:::l;'.; at all. 

!i!:c. Dulles. Hnat \1aG the origin, i·/hO t·/G.S St·,~c:tt? 

r~, · Rantdn. He 1·1a:. the Deput~· Sheriff . o:f Dal lac County. ~: 

f'!!', Dulles. He was the one who gave it to tha Sec;:,et 

Service? 

r.Ir, Ranlci11. Yes • 

Nr-. Dulles. He cl.idn I t say where he got it? 

I·!r. RQ.nlcin. 1'Io. 

The~· have s::.nce then, the Secret Service, ~as. inves·cigated, 

ue asked t::1cr,1 to, ;:;.nd they l1ave gone to S,·:~tt:ancl Si·1E.::.ts;has saiq 

he got it from Hudldn::; . Baclc to the same source. 

p-,, Dulles. Back to the same source? 

r.:1:c. Ranicin . And there is noth1ng tha:c we have received from 

any investigative agency chec!d11g .out Ht1dtcins in reg.1rd to 

this report ~ 

You probably sai·1 the Ne1·1 Yori<: Times sto17 ~ saying the.t the 

F. B. I. , Sunday, that 'che F .B. I. de11led timt he \·1as acting as 

an undercovGr --

Sen. nussell. That is f :;.•om r-h·. Hoovci• scr.ic;·ihcrc ln tl1is 

material I 1•cac1 in 1·1 hlch he cbnied this report. 1 It; apparently 

was current a·c same earlier date . that he i·1rote a le'cter · · · · .1 · 

i 
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P. . B. I. in any c2.p,9_ci1.:?, ~ecl'.'et or o'.:;h:;1·01ise , 

Nr. Rant,in. 11/e as .li::cd thern ,·!hether they had e<!er checlced 

gC1Ve1•n:nGnt c;r.. -- 1·1e c1:l.dn 1 t rev·iaal S•.:1ea tt' s n2.r:1c to i'i2.de, and 

the other Tc.xas people, 1:nit 1·1e _as!ced t:her:i :ln that: fo:::-r:1, whet:h,er 

they h:i.d eve;:, chec lr.ed Qut anything i·1ith an:rbody .li'.<e S,·1e~tt, 

ts.nd the~, said they hadn ' t. 

We ·arJKed ther.1 5..:f' they had any jurisdiction over the county 

shel1iff o:., deputy sheriff or anybody i·, 110 is in office, in his 

office., a:,d they said , no, they d idn •·i;. 'Ir.at they i·;e:ce all 

elcc t:::d off:i.da J.,. and \·Jere quite independent. 

•rlha t~ hin story i·m~, al tho'..1gh appa:".'~ntl;:r it tias c m1mon talk 

there·:, too, 11ccamie there are some. refe!:'ences to a public 

official sayine; that Cs~·1ald ,·ias acting 'lS an undercover agen'(:, 

anrJ. ·there· is also some statements in th~ P'-~ess >;hat; so:n·e · police 

off.:tce.rs made such statements af·i;er ·i;he assassiria'i;ion. 

-But thel'.'e is nothing to shc~i that there ,,;a:::: 3.ny ef.fort to 

'er~· to checlc that out. 

Those stories \·1e generally discount 2.s pos::dbly an effort 

to blame the F.B.I. for some of the l!'E.ttcrs involved, 

Sen. Rur.sell. Has F-ud ldns clained his Jcu1".nalist1c immunity, 

nave ther gone bacl( to him? 

I;Ir. Rantcin. They haven't even ask"'d. hi,,1; o.:.• a1; 122.st 

- - - - -----------~~ ·---- ------
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indico.ted they had ever t.:1.lccn his s ·ca tcr.icnt er anythli1g like 

th1'c. 

Novi , r.1r. Wnde, the District; Attorney, ,·10.s a fo:!:'mer,,F.B.I. 

agent, and 1·1e thought possibly the;.•e \·,as -- he might have left 

tinder a cloud and ther•e might be SOl:iething of tr:at kind o.nd so 
i 

1·1e inquired into that. i 
I 

· J-!c t1as an agent bet~:ee,~- 1939 ·and 194-3, I thinic it· 1·1as, I 
. . . .: •. l 

ancl l:1<.\8 claimed that he had no diffi~ult:lc::; ;·iith tl:em, tr.at \•/he~ ·· 1 

he was ready to leave the Ii' .I.B, they gave hlr.i tr..2.•ee Nee!cs and 
l 

told him to go to Nei·1 Yorlc and have a good vaca·c:i..on, and they ! 
,·iould l:Llce .. to J1ave him come back to. see if he t·•ouid., 1t be ·,·1·n l·inn· I • • - ... ·- _.1,.,0 ; 

to continue J and he· did come b2.ctc ar:d he said he ,·:anted to go 

in'co the lmi prac'cice and dic1n 1t i·,o.nt to s·;;::,.y ,·1itll the F.B.I. 

Bt1t there ,·;as no 111 feeling beti·ieen 'chem . He saio he iw.s 

stationed in South America for:a _year, ar.d the other [.)ar>t of 

the t:ltrie 1·1ithin the Continen'q of 'che United States. 

He said he got n. commission from the r!avy, and t:hcn he \'las 

called up for 'cha'.; _commission the F.B.I . ir.dicated that they 

though'c he was quall;fied for their uorl<: and he should ta1<:e 

the commission ·and that he should" come bactc to the F .B.I .• · 

I think probably tha,t would be~some autor.,atic - - i'G would 

c omc up 'Gl1a'.; t·1ay anyHay. 

He said tl1ey did mo.l;:e that rGquest ~nd he :·1as able to · get · / 

around it and told them he dicln 't t:ant to go to the F.B.L-;, and 
' 

\·1a11tGd '.;o go 'co the Navy, but he told about 'Gi:1at to indicate ther! 
~ 

··· ·--1 
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was no ill feeling;, no rcacon uhy 'chey sl10uld b~ unl:appy 
( 

1·1i'ch hin or he 1·1ith them, if they even 1iantecl him agai,1 a·;; tha·i; 

time. 

He: did s:;;.y he has had considerable exr,erience with the 

F .~.I., and lrnew their practices, that he _. handled as much as 

$2,000 a month du1,ing the 1·1ar period in t·1~ch he paid off 

informers, and ur.de:..~cover agents ·1n South .11.merica·, and he knew 

that it .-,asn 1t revealed on any records he ever handled i·1ho he 

was paying it to and he never got any rece:Lr,rcs, and i'c 1·1asn "c 

the prac'i;ice to ge'c receipts; tha.·i:. he ~1ould have a lis'c of numbers · i 

in hi::i office, that was one of the mos'c closely guarded recor-1::i 
·~ ·1 

that he had, and he,•:cu:td ptit dOim the amount he paid off, including / 

such people a::i ·che head of the governmen'c in Ecuadur,. or the 

· police in Ecuador, . ancl he said tl1a t he :·ias paying him more 

than his . salary each month, so 'chat they got better service 

than the l9cal govermrien-c did. And so he indic·a ted that he 101ev1 

how 'chese things Nere handled at that 'cime. 

He 1·1as frantc, hov1ever, about stating· the.'c he didn I t lcnoN 

i·ihether that p1•actice _ continued, he ?-idn 1t lcnow hoi'J they were 

doing 1-;;, that t·1as a long time ago and hm·1 the F .B.I. t·1buld handle 

any such "i;ransac tion nm·1. 

He didn "i; 1cnm·1. He thought that the postal box \·1as an 

;~ 

ideal 1·iay to handle such transactions, and i·Jas a _ i·1ay that he had ij 

used at various times in the past, too. 

He didn I t indicate ',h.a t he 1;1us sure that this ~,as the case at ~ 

- -- ---------------- ----~~----
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or 

the ·i;hinr;t: that had happen eel he though·i; ,·,ere c-:.1riou;; .• 
/' 

f-iy imprC?ssion of Wade? i•ia.s 
\· 

tl1at he t::a.3 o.. ver~, c.~nny, able 

!)ro:::cc,;to::.·, that he t1ould do a good job on this Ruby case, 

and t!~at ·defense counsel had a man to deal t-:ith t:nat tcneN his 

bus:tness. 

Sen. Russell. He has that repui.•tation ou·i; t!'le1•e as being 

a ve~y cZfoctive pro3ecutor. 
j 

! r,Ir. Rankin. . I t·1as ,·,ell impressed 1·1ith h:!.;n that t·1ay . · 1 

Sen. RusaelL Uhat steps, ii' o.r1y, have •:;e t2.i-~en ·i;oclC?ar 
i 

_up this matter, j:-'Ir. Ran!cin, if i·i; can be cleared up, to determine i 
! 

1·1hether there is a1y·i;hing to this o:::- n o'G? i 
! 
' · r,ir, Rant-c;l.n. 1'1ell, t·ie have discussed vai:·ious possibi:, itie3, j 

that ls the Chief Justice and myself ho.ve, and I t·!ant to tell 1 \ 

i you abou'.; them, and I thin!c you t'lill have to ins·cruc·i; us i·ihat yoll ! 

want us to d9 ~ · 

Ue though'G, firot, about approaching the Departr.ient with a 

:request that tl1e· Attorney General inform us as to the situation, : . 

I 

j 
not only as to ;~i:hat he 1·1culd say about 1·,he-cher OSi·12.ld ,·1as · or· 

\'Jas no_'.; an undlrcover agent, but also 1'1ith the supporting data - j 

that the cotn.ilii
1
sion could rely 1.1pon,- a.nd there i3 ·crorne diff:l,qulty j 

about doinQ; that, As the head of ·~he depa.rtment, tho ·F.B.I . , 

of . cot.irse, 1~ unde1• the Att{)rncy G<:meral, but I thinlc He oust 

frankly recognize amone;s t ourselves tna t there .:ls a Gaily 

relationship there involved in the handling of the proble~s of th 
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\'le ,·1ere info:cmed by Ee. \Ellen,;, ·i;he liaison ;·;ith the 

Dev2.1·tment, t1ho has t1orltcd i·lith 1.1s and h;:i.s done very fine ,10r!c 

General oecause he :ls not here, but; r,rr. Katzenbach, and r-lr. Hiller, 

AGsl:::tant Attorney General in charge o.f'. the C:dninal Di•rision, 

that· s1.,ch a request rnlg;ht be ·embarrassins;,. :;.nd at; le2.st ,;.,;c-:.ild be 

difficult for the Attorney General, and might, ii' 1.1rged, ,·,hile 

\'le i•1ould get the 111forn!ation ~1e· desir;;d.,mal<e very ouch more 

difficult for him to carry on the 1•iorl< of the Da,~a1°t:nent · for the 

balance of his term. 

Sen. Russe11. · If he viould transmit to us Hhat they told 

him, the F .E .-I. has a ve1°y large maasure of autonomy in their 

operations. 

I-'!r. Hankin. In light of that, I suggested the poss5.bility 

for the Commission 'i;o consider that I. should go over and see 

Edgar Hoover myself, ·and tell him this problem aud that .he should 

have a::; much interest as the Commission in trying ·i:;o put an end 

to any ::;uch speculations, not only by his stater.ient, i·ihich l 

1·1ould be frank to tell him I i·101.1ld thinle 1·1ould not be sufficient, 

bt1t also if it 1·1as possible to demonstrate by i·1hatever records 

and mater:ie. ls they have that it just couldn't be ·i:;rue, and see 

.~---._..,,..! 

if \H~ couldn 1t Ge'c his cooperation to present that 1·1ith the under-

standing.that the Commlczlon, and stated understanding, at the 

·· - .- -! 

----------~· 
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time, ·che Commission 1•iould i12.ve to fGel free to ma\-:e suc?l oth-:?:c· 

invcs tiga t:1.on and ta lee ·i;e~ 'i:,imony i:r it four;.d. i·G in 

order '~o satisfy the A1i:c:c·ican people ·c11at t,us que;; tio,1 of cJ.n 

undercover agent ,•ias out . of the [)icture. 

Rep. Boggs. i-r.11a t other al tern2..'civas are 

Mr • Rantcin. 

·Huc:Hdns, 'chc rcpor·cer, 'co examine 

Hi.•. Dulles. \faere is HucHdns · no'1l , do you la.10\·1 ~ dc,m in 

Do.llas? 

i1r. Rantcio .. !11· I-iouston_, yes;. I assu:::.G. 

f.'.fr. ~ulles. What paper is he .1·1ith? 

r-u.•. Rantcin. The Houston Post. 

T•'.i:e. Dulles. Ti:la t i·, ould be the Hobby p2..9er, icn 't it? 

Rep. Bo~gs. No, I · 'cbinlc that is Scr:I.p9s-Ho,·,ard. 

~ 

' 
-·:. / 

1 

·-·; 
1 

----~j 
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cll'"C~, ~nd to c:-.:amil1~ r,1r. !:Ioovcr, u.1:.c1cz- oc!·Ch, righ:i.: up t11c lLvic. 

consider cU,y subst.:m:i:ial proo:c o:2 ·i:hi::: l."UBor. 

We c1o hc1vc "' diri:.y rumor ·ci.1;::t. is VO'::":f bad for tha Commission, 

volvcd i:.1 i"i:. am:1 i·i: imu::it. be wir.cc.1 cu·i.: insofc1:;; as it is possibla 

to do so by ·chis Cc:mni.ssion. 

-.:ell I!'.-= the p:;;oblcn a:.1d :we ,·i,1<l·i:. I :Erank2.y coalcl do i:o cl0ar my 

skir-i:.s if t.1'..G?:cc ;.-,as a ,-my ·i:.o do .it. and- as lo;:,,,g .:is i:hc Com,-nirwicn 

ilidn 1 ·i:. agree noi: ·i:.o go :fu1·thc:t, if '.::hey fcl'i: i:hat ,-,ould 11ot 

sc:ri:.isfy i:hcm, I c1on't sec hc-;1 i:ho Ccn."ilim:ion ,·1culd :be prcjudic~d. 

_Rep. Beggs ~ I~. Wade, ,-,ha'«: significance did Uad<:! .:i·c·i:ach to 

I don't thi."'lk he -- you could say he believed . 

I doni-;: think you could so.y he disbelieved it . Ere ·h.:icJ. just. ·chcmght 

ther e ,,;as ·coo ~nu_ch there i:o dis:ccgard 1:mt he jus"i:. i:houghi:, he 

:::cc..:cd to indicate, in his s'i:utcrr.cn-i:s, 'i:11;;.i: he ccultln1 "i: '.believe 

i:hat i'i:. would 1:lc poBsi:!:llC3 . 

Bu·i:. he c1icin'·i: indica·c:c by any st;;itcracn'C ·ch .. ·c. he didn'"i: 
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I 
! 
! 

J 
l ; 

J.40 i 
! 

Ee ju!:i·;;. could.:.~ 1 ·t 1.:!clicvc t:.r1a·C ·Cr" .. 13 
:,-; 

~D~ t-rould ov·cz- le·;; t:!.1c± !'.t~ppc:i.1 i:.o gc·c: t.o th.2.:~ pc:;it.i~n . 

.i;;i.d try ·co clcc;r -chc m:::i::i.:c:c up as '.bcs·c we can. Uc c!ic1 a:cg-c?.c a 

li·=.:tlc abo,,.t ·c!1c app:;.o<lch, \·111c·i.:hcr ·t:ie zhcu2d go :::i:::-c'i: ·c.o 'i;hc P.BJ: 

clnir.i by i,Tcc:.:;:-cg<1'i:ing, 

I 

ci'Cua·~i 011, or ;-.:hc·Chcr tIC should first. go -;;o ·t:hc Bureau. 
~ 
; 

f:r.ord 
' 

·i.:hc,,c people ·i.:o -j .• .. 
-'-

enc :i:ellcw, A1.axautlcr clair..s . he. g~ri:: ' it. £:i:cri! &:e.ai.:·i::, . .:?nti Sbl!l"'-bcdy 

I·i.: may :be th<i'C. Eousto.n will, or \·;1:.~t~T..:-cr hi~ ·11cn~a ib, IiucU:ins 
i 

I 

·1 .. ;o-,1W. claim p:dvilcgo. I:l: . he did, I thcu,;hi: '.:ha·t: ~:l:-i.:cr W'il ·c~ied 

,-,--::::::--

- --- - ·-· -----..... -..----..------~· . 
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3 m'-'1 sec if: wc couldr1 1 'i: get -.- c ;.1list him ·i:o hi::1vc ·chis m~:!1. ·cell 

us u1:c1:c l!c go·i: hi::: in:foxmzri:iou.. 

n 
gossip ;;1:i::cund 'i:hc co1mn1.mi·ty. 

Sen. Russell. you arc 

0£ 1.:n-;. 

clairil. it. 

:bility of ·tcl1illg him. 

I was as1~d ·co respond ·C:o a z-umor , just '1 pl~in r'-2mor of i:his 

kind., that I would :be inclined 'i:o a:::k for ,·faa·i:: faci::.z, wha:i·c. 'i:."'le 

fact::: ,-;ere aui:1 wha·i: they were based on "J;cfo;:c I ,·1as obliged ·i::o 

make a statement • 

I ·i:hin1s: 'i:.h;;;·i: would -- y ru donl ·i:: like -to tal'k ini::o au empi:y 

'barrel. 

Lee, 011 the oi:hcr har.d, felt i·i:: wculd m the b~ri::i:er pari: cf 

coopc;:at.io,1 to go over and see l·lr. Eroov~r .:i,.il tell him fran!dy 

evaluated tho f.ici:s, bu·i:: as1-: him, firs·i:, if it is ·c.ruc, ~nd 

scc::mdly -if he can supply us with illfo.rmation to cs ·tahlish 'i:hai:: 
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r 

0 

i:-:-'---

i;hczc fac·Co cu:c . no·t true 1 2ntl "Chey c:irc incc-11!Ji:ri:cl'r~ t·1i·;;11 ,-1h~i.: 

,·1culd llo ·.:he ",121.":l 0£ opcr.:rcio11 0£ ·i:hci1.· Du:cc::1u. 
·r 

to forr.c ui) here c:11~c1 t:czt~ify t11a·c ·;,:11oy mig!~:i; us'?· i:.11.c ~ac-c: th.a·.: ·,;:1e 
..... 

h~d uskcd them ·c o testify as the spril~gbo;;i::::g .Zo:c c:n .:i1.'i::iclc ·vhic.'l. 
.. /· 

/ ~· 
uould blow ·i:his thing· out in-i:o 'i:b.c i?ublic ac:n;:iin, .:;nd tha·i: ,·;c 

migh'.:. c10· a dis::crvicc in tha·i: \·rny. 

Bu·i:. · I arn no'C ::;o aurc of t.ha·C. 

true until uc hi:3vc c1·c lc.ast loo1-~cd i.l!·i:o i·c. 

·Sen. Russell. 

loo}~ like. you a:::c impeaching. 

'Z'hc Chairmm.1. Tha·i: ic my poin·c. 

sen. nuzzcll. 

·io 'b:y -;;.o c:-:hauci:. i·i: · ~ri:: the ether h-lnd 'bc:::o:cc ycu go ·i:o ·i,:nc FBI." 

Tlu:ri: ucu!d be my. judgrr'.Cn:c. 

Rep. Bcggc. Hell, 'i::hQ poi;;ri: you m21.:c 

a. • cr1.~,=u~s1.on. If 

on rncc valuq, ,,10 axe going to go 'bchin:! i·i:", 'i:his cculcl '.bccca::c a 

. ,,_ ..- -- .. . ::,, 

.±8:?);-e-- :::.:z;:;;22: -

--- -.· ·-··--·-- -4~--------·---· ·-- ---·. --- -·· 

i 
· 1 

~ 
i 

_, 

" --~ --.,.........· ·-· ·--- ---·. - -- . ...,.,, ..... 
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~.rc:.-t:.c:c o:i: g:c.:ivc ci.i::>arrassrr.:.!,TC to cvcryhctly. 

So , ·;(! 1:.avc --

sen. R~osell. 

teen in 'i:hc employ oz tllc I;'DI and sorr.cllcdy had gone ·c:.o ·i::hc FBI 

·i:: hey would ha11c denied 'he ·va::: an .age:u.·i: • 

r-~. Dulles • Ch, yes. 

Sen. R,1:::scll. They ~-1c,.2ld ~c ·i;hc :'.Zirz·c ·i:o c1cri.y ii.:. Your 

l-LC. Dulles. 

Sen. .Ru:::scll. Say I never heard abcu·i: -~Q r.ian who may have 
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r 

1~4 

been 

Yes. . ,; 

·'. 

r.e. DuJ.lcz. 

yubl.ic dorrr~in. 

Sen. Ccoi:e:;;. 

Rep. Deg-gs. Ycu rr-.c.!11 t'hc othcx people? 

n:c. Ran!dn. 

go wi·:.:11 it.. 

too scricuz · 

Rep. 33cgg::: • 0£ ccu:;sc, , \10 gc·C ourzcl~1cs int:.o i!2 r~al :box a 

You have got "i::.o · do cvc:ry;:hing cm carc.h to ...stablizb. i;hc f ac-ts 

cue ,·ray or ·:.:he other. .And ,·11."i::hc..i·i; coil~ "i:hai:, ~-1hy cv\:!2y·:.:hing 

concc;;:ncd, inc:lu.c1i1:g- everyone of us is c1o.ii:..J .:i very g;:a,;,c di::

cc::.'Vicc. 

Sen. Coo;;:or. IZ i"i.:. is 

~ ..... ;t'?'>~--
~~~ .. ~-

•-: ... 

( 

----- - ·. ------·-· ----- -------------~---~ 

I 
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hci:orc. 

Yes. -r· 

ccntrc:u:y. 

uhcxc ·ency WGUld noc :fool you \"1Cl:C a:cOU..""!i:i invc::;-i:ig<l"i:i:v.g ·i:hc FBI. 

'i:hu·i: if it. i::. .dc:cinitcly m!.t:cuc , if i·i: ,·;ere r.---:t zscncy, I ,·1oulcl 

be: all ever saying "-lc'i:: rr.c p -.covc i ·i:. 

you can ·c.o m:ri:isfy 11'CU t.ha·c i·l: isn' ·c t.r>..io. " 

Sen. Cooper. We _have a du·i:y which is o,ri:::::idc 'i:112 FBI':.; 

My only poin-i: is whc·thcr or noi: it uould be ;:-c.::scnablc to 

0 
inform ·cllc. P.BI ·ch.:ri: ycu have h2d i::hcsc ::.b:.·::cr:-.crrI:s, ·chcrci:orc . you 

Before you a:::;1mc1 Mr. Eoover x-Oil prcsc..,·c us -;-1.ith all the! 

proof to the con-i:r.:iry, he cause as you S2i'.f, if he prczcnts all 
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··- ·- --- ---- - ---- --·- . -------· ---------------· - -·· 

b:l.·i:. 

·i;cstin1ci.1y. 

I11 -.:.he c"i:llcz- way, 

an agcut? 

I£. Rnnkin . Yes; 

Sen~ .nuzscll; 

to 

Rep.· :Ocggs • 

- .. ; 
:!.,t:;c~ch. 

·.:cllii.:.g hil:: ·i:ha·;; 

?~:
i;-1 i::"hc ·:::-cco;;:cl? 

a :;:c~ucst d·i·rcc·i:cd ·i:o ua cm ·1:1h~·c dogrcc of ccc::;:c:;:aU.on ,·;c shcu:!.c1 

give ·.:he d.cic1"1Zc ccuru::cl in -i;hc Ruby "i:rial, izu 1 ·i:· a:.ri: righ·i:? 

Ycz. 

The Chai.:::mc111. Tha·c in righ"i:. 

"i;hcrc wc:cc three of -t1'!cm. Zt t·ra~ in one o~ -;.:11c-sc lcttc.r-z I az:.d 

I rcrecmJ:cr in t:nc lct"i:or ox ccunzcl :cor R\!hy, i"i: in:.::; .:ilso z"i:a·i:cd 

tha·i: t1rn'c ci.c:cusn·.:.ion had :teen 1.;1c:c1c 1mi.: -i.:nc).·i: in U1eir opinicn ii: 

:r;; :::ccrecd as ·i:hough H:: ,·,ere araggcd in 1:;y ·i:!:.c i~ .. :i.i:.:s. 

Rep. Dog~is. Dali1::crai:cly_ • 

..... :=~ ..... :;; -. -=-=-----

---- ---- ------------ ------------- -----

I 
I 
l 

I 
i 
j 

·f 
I 
' i 

~ ... ! 
' ' 

.. i 
l 
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Sen. cooper . That i;?~;..; in ·;.:he lc·;.:.-~cr ~~OB '.Ccuat1ill . 

ToniJhi.11., yes. 

fa•. r~cc2oy. 

A 

jo'b do:..~c , 

C 

-chi::: Jdnd o:i= conclusion thu·c there is zor-;.;a·.:hing ·.:o t."1.c :::,•.r:1or. 

-

I 

I 

I 

I 
-I 

. ' I 
' 

I 
I 
! 
I 
! 
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Q 

1'1S 

Rep. pogg::J. 

cv.n <mi:.icipai:.c 1::d.ng u:d·i:.i:cn. 

Gen. Coopc:i:. In 

c!c~d i'1."cn iC.c:n:~, ·t.o do "i;hiz, 

! ·C t;:culd l1uvc 110 sui:z·t:uncc i11 hi~ puryczo J:.u.:t: ~ccc c:c~~y r:coplc 

... . 
j;OZJ.."t::!.Ol'l. 

cat.icri..s. 

You c~n:·~ c::1e:c-loo1:. ~ny io~li- 1 
~ 
i 

!·il°. Mccloy. 

in :rcga:rd ·co such a zc:iious ·.:;t-ui.:;g as this • 

But as you · sc:iid . i:hc c;-.:hcr dny, ·t::;;i,i:h is om: 0~1ly clic;zi:.. 

Rep. Ecg~:=1. Ye::;. 

r~. i~cC1oy. 

i:cccgnizc ·i:.11cJ:i:. any tloo:c is cJ,oscd i:o uz, unless ·:.:rte P~csi,;lant 

c1.occs i·t -i::o u:3, ~l1d il1 ·i:hc ~cc1rcl1 far tltc ·Crµ:t.i1. 

Ur. :r.ank.in. 

'·. ,.. • . d . ~ · 11.:..:.. C" '". •·-12.··._.·.,,,. 't:'. i'T ,..::t·., •• _; -;,~ ~;-.d.- ._: .. ,-.._ .... .,,..,..... c·~· . .-:·.1. CJ.l:!.C:C JUZ\:J..CC, a11 sny t,]C ·:ran ·c: ~:;.. wt"- ~ ........._.~ ·- ~ ._.., '- - ; 
i 

r::ccplc, and :i:cun.d ·.:h.i·t they said_· thc:it ,.;_ould. ncri:. g.i,:c u:.. ·i:1:c sol.Ii:' c~ 

--___ .. _ .. 

··-·- ----·-------- ----··--·--·--· ·-·--- ---··- ---.. --. ···- ---~-··---··- -· -· - - -·, --~ -·····-·-··-·-
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'?ac Chai:cman. He cl.o. 

tb.iz piece, l1as c1lzc~dy pu:'olizhcd ·~l1a. infoz-r.i~:~ion in ·Che Eous'i:.on 

.Janua;:y ls·i: . 
.! 

fez- 'U. r.::. fl -- ' and i"c. goes en in clcatail whori:. he :::aid. 

Z·Jr. r-2cC1oy. 

Rep. :Beggs. 

!-i.r. Dulles. 

·chc rcpo:::-::.cr c:nc1 his zc-.ircc, isn.'·i:. this sor:c·i:.hi.:.~g ,·;hicfa ic: · just 

nllcgcd . I just :cc:ad 

r-2 • .Dul.las. They scrrc t,·ro r..ccplc ·i:o jail. 

r-Ir • !·1=C·2oy. 



!·J.r. Dullc:J .. 

r. 
' 

pr:LviJ..cgc. 

Haw Yor1:. 'l'hc couJ:t didn. z ·c. zcccg::1i::a w.uy z,2:ivilcgc . 

i.-t:. r.-1cc lay. 

Er. !.Zc:C1.cy. 

I don• ·.: 

Do ycu, Scna·.:02:? 

clozel:r. 'I·hcv gc~rally 

zccog11iza ii:. 

Mr. z-rccloy. I"C. is a no.1. ... ~ o:E lat~,, it:· is a 501.-~ of ~·Com :bu:i: 

s~n . .Ru.:Jscll. 



151 

ii:. 

r:;:,: • r.7cC loy. 

r:1.y knc,·Tlcdgc • 

:£ don 1 ·C l;nctr 0£ ~ny. 

l2a1.rc 1:cc11 chcngcc.1 :::incc · I ll~G mm-c f~nrl.li£?r \·Ji.th i·~ .. 

shoulcl :be r:~Qc:'.c ·i;o clc:im ii:. 

:r.ight. 

th·. U::Cloy. 

·Chia morZ!s::: o:2' tcz:::i~oily 01 .. cyi.c1cncc \·le 11~vc gc'i:: hc:-cc, I noi;icc 

,',on-i; t: o ·chc S cvici;- .Ui~ic;i •. 

!-Tr • R'3n1;:i11. J: ·i;hin.1; ·i;hc cssc:d:icn is in th.::·i; c?riiclc in 

The E .. ticn. 

!-i.l:. R<1n1dn. 

r-1:-:. Dullcz. Since "i:his l1<?s been · ::;o r.:uc'h cu·i:: in "i::cc .J?.rl::lic, 

__.;;a· > ? 

i 
·l 

..·, ,, 

~i 
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r-2. !IcCloy. S'11is is goi1:g ·<.:o build 1.111 ... 

r~~r. !Jt.11:!.es. T1:c:cc is ~ ·Cc~ribl~l 'h~Yd 'C.b.iug t: o di~p.rcvc, you 

Eo.·7 do 

P.op. Ec-ggz. 

l-!Z' • Du llcs • 

So I \·Jill cizk. ycu.. Did you h~ve. agcn·Cs Wcut 

,;·1hom you had no reco.:i:d whc1·i:zccve:c? 

Rep. Boggs. 

,.-.,~r; ona of your ·men. 

!-£;: . Dulles • 

employee . 

___ _c._______J 
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cn:9loyccl 

!-~. Du:!.lcz . 

r RcJ? •. BcgsJS. 

Yc::i, bu·i: 'he ucu1c1.:.,..1 ·i: ·i:c2.1 . 

I-1.r • I?ullcz . 

no. 

!·!Z'. Du1l6s. 

!'lr. l-lcClcy.. t\i oulc.ll1 ~ ·C lte tel1 i-C: to i!i:; et·n1 chi~::':? 

!cl:;:-. Dulles • F!c migh:C o:c ciglr;; r:cri;.. 

!IJ:r. Dulles. ·- c1on.1 i: t:11.in1t. it c~i1 unlc~s you believe r.~,.. · · ·.:., 

will~ 

r.~ . !·1cC 1.ou .• 

-t:hc CIA came ·co you, another gcvc:cnrr.c.rri:: ;;:g-c:r:.cy tiwi eel.id s1=cci:Ei-

cu11.y, "If you \'lill tell us ", · suppose "i:hc P::.:-~si.c:bilt o:E ·.:'he Uni·.:.cd 

- w -c:;::z;:;:a ___ _." 



... ~ • • _ .... _.,._..._.i, 
lG 

!-~:. Dt:t11c:J .. 

i:~ • !f:cC lov • 

!~ • Dullcz; . 

:::oI!'.C cuscs. 

r-t;: • Ra1'lki11. ·· 

di:rcd:ion. 

ai."1;[i:hing to do wi·i:h ·c::his follm·r. 

I<!.;:'. UcCloy . 

:tu·c hi::; agcnc. Did you c1i:ceci:.l~z or indixcc'.:l:[ cmploy 11.il::t. 

l·l:c. Dulles. E1.1.t if he says ~o, I Ididn° ·;; ni:.vo a.7lychir.g ·co 

c1o ,·1i-th H .. 

0 

~ --~ ... 
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z.;.1:. £,~cCloy. Z.'2 l!C gc·\: w z·:.:2.·i;cl!1c11·~ 2zcD th.c I)c11,:n:·~~ .... cn:~ {:!1:1i: 

' ao:rr:.c:i:hir:.g 

D~llco. ,;.• . . _ ... --~-·-

z.e .. t,1cCloY .. 

RC]?. Dcggs. 

i•lr. Dt.i..llc.s. 

Seri. Rv.zscll. 

l-ir. Dltllc:::. Sor:.c-i:imcs you vcgy oT:·i:cn, in. ·i:h~ Scvicri:, ·chcy 

n 

i-c., '"ad they ~-;oulcl force money on .)?Coplc, ~;::tl :Eo:;:cc rnc;.:cy, icccplc 
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C 

r::"l,.,;:-,a.. - , ' - - - -,,.:.....-
r==:;p~ ;:qs.~~:: .== 
,- ' 

.. • ... 
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i3 ,·111cn ycu nzc, I c1ol11 ·c ·;;n.c;-, ·tilic·~h-~:c ·Ceo nucl1 of -:.:-his a!tC"...ild 

to inczii'.lina'Cc ac~o~ m11i ·i;ic -~hell:!. 'Co 1rc0., :lou. ,,;cu1c.l gi~.Jc ·C1!em 
~~ 

noncy <211.c!. gi vc ·'-hcra a rccciz;·C • ·D ... ri: ·;;.11~-;; c1cc:;u.~ ·C by nny ll'i.C:~l!Z over: 
! 

1 np. Bt.1:i:. on occasicn. 

San. Ruascll. 

J:tr. Dulles. Thai: i::; co::c.;:cd.:. 

Sen. Ccc_:;cr . 

t.hat. 

Seu. C coper. 

£era., I would ·chink. 

pu.~lic, and they \·Tculd .:is1; you, \·:ould ycu ti.in'i:: ·chc Commi:::sio!l ·i;.o 

cmi'.C to y m ::1.i:::cci:ly? 

I-~. :D1.111cs. Oh, ~[cs, cc:,.tainly I ,·1ould. 

!-li: • Ranki:.:1 • 

12c. Dulles. I thir,J, I would wan·..: you ·i:.o coJ:"".2 so I could 

-----··-...:......~·-----
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,·:c:::c nck. vcty £.2:i.:c ·c.:.o you? 

r-t:. Dulle!s • 

r.:;_,:. Dulles • 

us~ 

llu·c.:. az :tfa:i: ~s -c.:.1.c U. s • --

I 

_ ga\:ir;.s; ru:-cUl:a. J:cio:::-c you 1i~tl ony .::..~e:Jl lc~d..:; .. 

·-------·.-.- ---~ 
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0 

. --, .. 
-=- -1=F¥e ___ JS:- 1ss ! 

Sen. Rucocll. The,c ic nc men in Cl,c employ of ·,he ce&c,al I 
covc:::-1~1:0.:-..1:C \·1110 :J't:.2.J.1ciz higEci .. in ·~11.c op:b:~.ic1l o~ t:hc i)!r~:::ic~n -r.'\o:oJa ;, J.:<.. .. • ; 

I 

H,:. Dulles. 

Sen. Russell. 

'bui:. 

i:i:: ,1c.;iA-I 

·uor.d. 

c!cal o:E ccr?fidc.nce in 1tlm. 

H:c. Di1llcs. I do , -too. 

Sen. Ruazell. But the O"chsr ,I;Coplc -- I ,·1ould b::?lic•;c, a 

Sen. Ccopcr. 

suggcs·l:cd. 

1~. !>!cClcy. 

Sc11 . Coopc:c . We kne\·T 'i:h~e people h~vc 1:ocn l~o::c, co ·chis 

s.v~culut:ioi'i or 1."'l.1rnol:' is jusi: sc~c of:Eicial, \·Jct ~trill :uo·:.: say 

11:::' • 1".cCloy. They hc,VC co..Jnizc:ncc of i'c. 

.... 
" 

~ 
?, _____ ........ ~ ..,..,_ . .,. ____ _ -- ~ .. ,....... · ..,.....,. ....... ___,..,--. ·- 'Tr'-•"•.-,-..:~, 
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Ilccvc:c 

-~ .. 

l1L.-:,1i11g him Ctisprovc i'i:. f.ro:n t:!1.e:· 3:cgirntlr:g. 

Sen. COCZJCl.'. 

cbaut tb.c t;ruth o:C it,. ,·1hc·Chc.:c it iz or not., you still arc undc 

r-1!'. Mccloy. :r ·i;hink i'i:: would be ~·,:ccu.g fo:mz., 'i::hiz fa off 

-;;ho tov . oi: my l1c:c::d, Es·i::cning -i:o -;;his ·;;hing, I 'i:hi11..~ H: ".:lould J:c 



22 lGO 

ts:. r.:~cClop. 

..:}'::: . 

Ecovor or ,'.fo,m !'k:Co:.:10, whccvc:c i·i; might be, c1·i; the S2Ii'.C tii::c you 

Sen. COOl:!Ca!r.'. 

clear i·i; up. 

They arc 011 no·;;icc on. it and "i.:11.cy 11~vc 11.o'C 

ecnicd ii.:.. 

E:c. !-!cCloy. 

Sen. C copc:c • 

.Nr. EcClcy . Eavo ::rcu tal1~ccl ·i;o c.:itzcrilic:ich, L-ec? -·.~~·. 

!-t: . Rarildn . l:To . 

Sen . Russell . If ,-,h<i"i:? 

-- ,, 
~ 
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I ~:n 11.ci: goil.1.g ·Co i:c ·i.:hin:-

Ge11ci:<ll f.oz in.vCa·Cigating him. 

How, I thcugb:i.: ·i.:h«·:.: the bc·i:·i:c::: ~-;.:.y ·;;o do i·i: ,·:cu.ld be ·co -.:::::y 

just. a ::::..1mo;:- "i::lmi: hc?s dc_vclopcd ·i:b:;:cugh n le·:: c~ goz:.ip fa:01zt ·i:ha 

c::·._·.; 1, _._. __ _ 

·:,..,·: 
~ ... la9·c.z: 1·.:ere 

C:. 
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1 

. .:.._":-. 

Sru1. Rusccll. 

f.!z- • Dulles. 

The Choi:cmun. 

Oil :i.t. 

I a,;1 willfo.g ·co approach i ·;; in i:ha-i: m2.rm~:c. 

rte . · Dullen . 

I·i: migh·l:: loo1: so -co the cc1., n:cry • 

.::ny v1ay he could. 

,-1cls &-o incorilpe·tcni: that he ,·1as noi:. tile 1duc1 of fcllc.·1 ~hcit Eoovcr 

G. r.J.gh·c 1:o a no;:mnl i;hing to do l:m:c he ,-:as so :,rc-.1pid. E~c;--.,-cr didn 1 -i: , 
. ! 

h.i:cc t.11is l~i11d of a s·C.upid fcllc\·7 bu·i.; :Eor hiat to 'f.,;zn:rt ·Co r:-c~·Cr~i:e · 

'i:hc Fai:;:- Ploy for Ctilia Ccmm1it:l::ce ar-8. fir,.d out 'l:ii'la-i: it. is doing 
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~~ r,"'"\ _(:'_rra - ~ :'l'!"'lf"-,c:a 

--j ,...> ... .:~ 'Uf .a~ .:a .I 
1G3 

1xcu c"L::d ug 

~( 
so I don.' t ·;,:,11i11!~ zc~lly ~tGt.1. l1~vc u c1u.cs·~i c11 or _111:'o}~-~·i.::y- .. 

!~:=x. !·IcClcy. i;1 i:l:c intclli-

r:;r . Dulle::.. 

r-:;:-. !-~.:::cloy. 

(Laugh"i.:.c.r ) 

!•lr . Dulles .. 

Sen . nuzzcll . . Limii.:cd i:w:i:clligc11cc, cvc:u ·i;b.e city police 

J:.t: . Dulles . _Th.cy 

-:;, --...· 
-== w - -

···--·l 
' 
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,- ... ---~~f""'"""I 
, ... ~=:.- ...... ....a .. 

16~ 

. 
you· -chert: i-l.:. couldn_'·t:. be", or sor:.c·i:hing like ·ch.:·c, 1:.cfo;:ch.::r..d, 

t1!'£ai:c 'i;o him. 

·i:.o 'cry 'i;o :l:i:n.d c-... 'i; :i:z this ;i.s factor ficcio!'.l.. 

Th~ Chairman. If ~{CU tell him ,·re arc goii.:g du.1T.1 -chc::e to 

!-z. R.3n1dn. · I thil'lk ii:: is inhcz:cmt. 

Tl:;.a Chai:rma:.'l. 

. -~ 

i 

l 

I 
;;,. I 

;:_~? i 
! 
i 
i 
i 

. ! 

--- ------- .· -----,..--,-·· ~· ~--
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~. r 
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165 

t.llC rumor is ·;;1:uc. 

Ticp. Begg:] . 

~.:: 

lcoz il1f:o.!:';1"~cJ:s CU!d liC01.J-la cu1.vlcycc1 !"J':! .. ·i;hc ~g-c1~cic::: ·t:~::;; 2unt:az·i:.ic. 

er 11ot. J;cc~iUJc c-i.::h.cr.·1izc cc~.;aiuly r~o·C . 

£1~.. !1'.::C1cv. 

fi2:. Du:Llcs • 

· eu:i:hoz-i'i.:.y. 

i1~ ·i;11.c ca:r:2y days 

ing :(;02: ·i:hc CIZ\ clurir.g the 't·1a:c, the CI.L1 he:!::. jurisi.S.ici:ion over 

day. 

Itc. DZcCloy . You n;can FBI? 

Nr. Dulles. ·J?BI ran. agci:ri:s in I.:a-cin A::r.02:ica c1~ing the ~-1ru:-. 
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... -~-.._-~ 
-.-t. '-4aw~:Rf 

~lr. Dullcc • 

I 
·::.. t 

dc1:l: ·c s~y :Li.: caL1lt.1l!~ ·C possi'bly l1c1".re: c2cu·~ i·;: 1:~-~ i·C l~~s 40 cl'liJ·ctcr ~ ·-

my o_p:Lnic:..1. 

·chis cl.c:ceci:.or in -~:hi.s building? n 

all :i:igh-c., ·i:.hcy ,·1ould ncri: 'l:hi.nk o:i: his 1:::'.!iug a c10:i:cc-;;02:". 

~nd rna1.c fivo ou'c o:i: hut i'i.: is go~.ug ·co, I i:'i:dn~. fc.-,crrc. a good 

rccortl · on H:. · 

------------~-------- ---- ___ .__. -·--·------ -·-. __ ·1 
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r 

r, 

~~ - ..._.., 
. : .. ~ ;,, ;.;;;.~~;.::s:;;« .. - ....a ~ lU7 

·, 

vc:-ccivcz L'.2 s110:::·;;. t:i~~c bQ£o~c 1 do yot!. :ccrr.crrJ;ci.4 ·i:l1c,·~ co2lvc1:~~·Ci.on? 

.• • .; 0·1' 
4,,.._ J. ' 

llc l-:l:cu ·i::ha·i:: · 03-·tald Irnd 'teen - - · -h<ld 

!·i>:. Dulles • So:id "i: o ,·;horn? 

· sen. nur.::;clJ.. Ee c'l.idn~·i:: :::-clntc who ·i::hc.y ,,.-,c:cc? 

!-Jr. TIG:nki;,1. ~1h.is l l ~C · I·!cc·:.:.y .. 

nav.rcc? 

I-,.;:- . Rcln!d.n . Ho1:cdy hcis asked him. 

~he Chai:cman. Tl1~y 1-:.cvcr i.:i::117-:ed ·Co Ecz-i.:y, r..c .1.a ~n PBI 

:no he h~d never seen him ziucc . 

£.~ . nru1ki11 . 

-~a ----

:::-... · 



30 

C. 

163 

vizi{:ing 'Che J.?olie(.:. 

--"":._:, 

l-iz". Dulle:::. Do ,1c k.n.u:·1 \·Jl;o ·i:hcsc ·.:tio people <S'e? 

his -tes·i:.imony. 

Sen. Coopc:;:-. Jmd lie ~·clicvc.c.1 

of 

!k. R,m!du. We 11, he 'i'/01..'!ld cc;:;i;ninly 'be :i;.;:ee ·co ·i:cll uh;;i·i: 

he had ·i:c::.·i:ificd ·to hirr.sel:l:. If ha liG?d ·abcu:t ii:. h,e1.~, I don.1 -:: 

Sen. Cooper. 

!-Jz'. l-!cClo-:1. 

c1gaiu, the c'L:sir.::bility o:i: cur ·i:alkii:.g ·i:o ti?.c cl1ic:E invc.i:ri:i.g2.-.:.o:c · 

o~ ·i:hc FBI. i·,c here, we don.1 i:. know 1·1hcthc:c sor.:c:b6dy cl:.oc1~cc1 up 

on Ec~t'.y again or uhci:hcr ho did., 1 ·c. t-il1y don 1 ·i.: , -;c gc·i: !lim in 

.·, 
- .:, 

·': 
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g 

-~,,~,r.Jll :'t'':ar,,:,,r..,1 ....... 

.. ~::.::- .b - ;;::d. . ~-

lliF.\ t1.1:.:J.cr o~.t~lt J;u·C ·;;ult: to 11im ~c1.~:i.: ·i;l!c c;:·~c:r:..: a::: ·C!:c :'3~ 

; 

I ' j 

i 
dci_::c1:cc1,:s:A~ I 

nc\·7 h.:.vc. 

hol.cs in wh2i:; \·:c h«vc :tcc.n givq11 • 

.rc1..1oz .. i:., and it. filled iu zom.c oz t.l-:.c holes :bl.::i.:. 11c·C. nll o:E them, 

iz ~11 t11crc . 

·i;:hc c'!omcinc1:, • 

~..-. 
.....,_: ·~ ___ ;::;: 

---------- ---~ 

I 
l 

suppJ.c;:r.cnt:6 1.j 
.f 

I 

I 
i 
l 

·l 

' .. 1 
. ~ 
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C. 

llc iG giving. 

yct.~ coultl ;:isk him il good m<1ny ·;;.hings !Ju:C 

you could do ·chat. 

did about the matter. 

170 

·--:--:.. --~-

~ -

so)*-1 
! 

·t:.:yiug ·.:o find cui: hc;w i:hcy CO',~ld have i:1lat xmc:i difforcncc. l;o

:!:·i: isn ! t io:s bad .JS 

·th.3-i:, 'because some of it is paxt of C:1lc-.?la"i::icns. 

ir,r. E-:!cCloy. Calcul~i:.1g ·i:hcir sr:acd, I suppose. 

z.,;:. Rnrudn. Th;;ii: is :dght. 

shot: occu:crcd '.behind ·chc sign or juz·i:: ai::; ho c~.:s o-.zi: f:i:-cm l:cb..i:.cd 

·i:hc sign and matters of thc:ri: kir..d. 

r,:ir • z-rcc loy. I can sac the di:Z:Eicul·i:y ,·ii-ch I:hc:!·i:: . 

- -,~ 
o.:_s ~ 

- ------·------- ,........,, ....... ___ ,,..-. __ .,...,... ,._-=_ ·=~-=-"" -=,~·- -8 - ---~~ 
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.. ., 
:,.., 

- f 
t.o 1:..av~ b.iri1 l:c:2orc 

SC'2C:. 0£ ·c!'!c ·;;11i1:G::: ·'-",c:i··- :-"l ..... c 
J (.,,J.... .... '-'o..:.. . · ~--~~-

rri.:~11 ·t:rcu1Jliitg us, [l!!.d ~:-c 11ill he ~blc ·~o 6:.1~ !l:tin., fer c:::~m.5110, 

< 

.;:11;:ri: ,~-1 --·.--... ~ 

,·,.::a ir .. volvcd, ·cb.cy hnvc c1cciclcd. 

TI.op. Beggs .. 

t::C. Ran}dn.. 

.· ..... 

sen. nus:::cll. 

r~cccl?" 

f~:!:'. !·2CC1oy. Ycz, "~·;la! kn.c-w ,·Ti:o }~illcd coc;;. ·:cc'biu" • 

;i:i.: i::m.1 i.: only vho killed eccl: :robin.· th~ecr ·i;hc ·tc:.=ms 

. ··-- ---- -· % 

- ------------- ----
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... 
o:? ·~l1i;::: .~.iz 'i:.l1c 

a Cub<Jl'!. connection. 

Er. r,:cclcy. :Ruby_' a '.i:n.·o-a:.cr? 

I!z. Rc111k.i11 • 

here. 

The C!i.:::i:cman. Woll , Lee , els I u,ider.si:.au.d ycur Llpp~cach 

vcul5. 1::c 'i:hi.s : You wculd go i;o ?-I;:. Ecovcr a~ sz.y, "Ee.·:, r::ir. 

Eocvcr, as yo-.:i !mc.·1, t.i.crc ·a:::<a! rumors tha·i.:· pcr::::is·i: in ,m.d c:.rcund 

·C.i1.c na'i:ionnl press, 

·c.'ha·;;. Oswald was cL'l . U..'lUC:CCCVC:i:' i?BI 

num}:cr under which he '\:Ji::S c;::iplo:rcd, and -;;11.c amcu..,·i;. of mcnoi, ·i:ha·l: 

ho received for hiz sc:::-.;icca, ar..d 'i::h.;"i: ccuti:nucc1 up 1.mi:il ·i:ho 

117)!cu we .:ire going ·to h.:ive ·c.o t:ry ·to run that ru.::oz:o cc~·m to 
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ru.r:!c:::. 

can ycu, 

The. Clrniz:r,mn. 

;: - £? 

·.:o ·c::.c very 
-~. J 

.l 
i 

Rczcz-vi119' ~·C J 

. i 
C!!O. ·i:2.:~C i:hc; ~-! 

! 
I 
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1111 '-Z',;;J/ U ~ -- --- • :::J.,. - .;,,,,:;d ~ 
, ~ 1 ·- , ... , 

Rep • .Go~c:;s . \·Jha t ~~bou: 'chc poi!1'c tl1c:. t :::cn.:i.tor r:u~:;cll rnalccs . 

you had no'G tal~,;:e:I. t o them, and ~/CU get a st~ tGr~crrG i'i-'01n -the 

1·1hich is categoric :i.n its denial. 1,Jhe:c0 e dee:: th2..t 9:;.ace us 

1·1 he;c you d0c ide to go t allc to these o"i:.he:c pe o::ile? 

·-.:...· 

I 
r-1r • · nanldn. Well, · I ha:l :in mind r-Ir>. Hoover and :c:~i 

asldng h im a:::: the Chief' Justice said, tl1a.n his ex9:cession ! 

of the truth oi0 fa l sl'cy of it, As k:i.ilf;; hL1 for he l-:noi·,s 

his · org<-1.niza·i;ion pr0s1.1mably, · 1·1ha'c can he do '.;o help 1.1s in rego.1.'d 

to the· [)roof o.f the facts in .regard to ·i;h:l.s pa~ticular matter. 

Ho1·1, i·i; is li lrn the q uestions you astceo, Cong:!::c;Gsman, of 

f.'ir, Dulles, and if you 1·101.1ld as!c, I am s;.1re :-,:r . Hoove:c lmo,.;s 

many of thos·e, hG Bay not 1mm·1 about pa.:c0 ticul ,:.r individuals, 

j us'i; litce M:r,,, Dulles· wouldn 1t, bu t he knmis \·;ho to· aslc, and 

ring a bu·i;ton and . say, for the record ho':I co:;ld ;·1e establish tr.is? 

I . never had that !cind of a problem i·ihen I ,·12.s ,·11th the Department 

of Justice ~ But ·1 am sure tdthin the F .B. I. z.;r, Hoover to.10;·1s 

t·ihere 'Go find out 1·1ho 1•1as hired .on any par t icula r date a nd the 

bL<.sis of .it, and I thought if it ,·ias my situa tion, and I t1as being ,, __ 

reflected on tha·t; I had had somebody litce thi s under my er:iploy 

I would li!ce to be approached, first, and I \'iould?1 1 t feel that 

:I.t 1·ias a .reflection on me , or a'c least I ~-1ould i'eel the reflection 

i·ias already involved in these lcinds of articles and clair:1s, and 

I 1·1ould rather ·you i·iould come to me tJ:>.an to go to so;;;e one els e and 

I 

l 
! 

- --- --.... -·-.------------- __ ,, 
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2 o.slc ~1ir.1 o.botri; the ruir.o:rn, 2.,11 le·i; r,,c sec if I co;.!lc1n.',.;c cwtablish 
! 

cxa;nine about any intell:i .. gcnce ager1cy tta·i; C::n·:o.ld ,·12.::;n 't h:i .. 1·ed ., . ..:_;, · -

in ~ight of this kind of an accusation, a run1or. 

1 thint-: tl'!at the country i _s going to e:-:9Gct this Cct!t:nls:::ion 

to ',:;1°y to find · out the facts, as to _hm·1 ti.1os-:; thil18G a:ce 11anc1led_.~,:{.:· 

opinion, he vias or ~;as no',:; an emplo;yee . of an:; :i .. n-cellir;;o,1ce au;e;1cy 

of the Uni tGd Sta tc;s. " 

Sen. Ruosell. Did you ast: 1·!adc ii' he l~d ta:<:e,1 any s'i:atemcnts 

of these people? 

i'Ir. nanl<.:in. Yes, I cUd, and he i1ad not. 

Sen. :Russell. He had no'c. Die, he pro9,J:::e to? 

r.:r:e • . Ranldn. He d'idn "c indicate he ti2.s go i.11g to. 

Th, Chairman. He said it dlc1n I t ma lee any difi'e1°ence in his 

Ruby case. 

t:!1:. Bulles. Could °I add one thine;, on ·i;i1e si1gg0stion that 

I i·iould ll!al:c, I 1·1ould st1c;ges ·i; tho.'c you asi~ ,-ir . Hoove1· for tha 

righ'c to sec any reports th:i:i; agents rr:ade i·;hcdid con-cac ·i; --

u e 1cno:·1 he ,·ias ·contac'.;ed by the F .B. I. at various times. 

I thlntc they ray the last d~te 1·i2.s August, uas it, but l·le 

lmo.·J he t'Jas co:1tacted at va1°lous times fm.• va1•iot1::: reason:; . 

Ho1·1, normally, an agent m2.1ces a report . to headquarte;.~s \'/hen 

he has a contact of tha t !cind . .There ought to be so;ne reports . 

·.--:.-
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r,1r. nanldn. And \'le hav.:: those. 
. " 

ih,. Dulles . You have 'Chose ~ccportz? 

r-Ir. nanlcin. But ue don'',; l1a'1e any aGsurance tha"c those arc 

11jhG only reports, you Gee. 

!f·Ir. Dulies. I see. 

I-Ir. Hankin. There could be a ;:eport for this purpose and 

there could be more repo1·ts and all ',;hat tdnd of thing. 

r-1r·. D1.1 lles. You should ast<: hiru tl1at, if t,1ere are :ceports. 

-.:-~~· 

i 
;.~~i 

·"'~~1 
i 

I·Ir. Hanlcin. He had a report from, in October, i'1•om r-!rs. Payne 

and- from fr.arina Cs1·;ald, if you reme:,1ber, but he didn't go direc·i;ly 

to 03\-Jald hir.iseli'. '.I'hat is a cur:Lous factor in ·itself, that he 

made no approach --

Sen. Russell. '.i'hat has ali-1ays been a queer thlng to me 

before this rumor came ur,>. · I couldn I t unde:cs tand \'1hy t,,e;r v1ent 

to r-1rs. Payne and r-trs. Osv:ald, but dio.n I t go to him. 

I-1r. Ranl-cin. That is correct. We have the August conversation 

when he · returned to this co1.mtry and the first tir.!e they 

approached him, rcarina Om-iald, "'"-he 1·1ii'e, said that the tl'lo F.B.I. 

agents tal!ced to him_ for t\'10 ·hours, _and 1·1hen he returned to the 

he-use frcm taltcing to him out in the car or . out in the yard he 

was very much disturbed -- 'chat is her express:i.on of it. 

We don't have any report that i·1ould cover anything lilce 

a two hour conversa·i;ion. 

It is a relatively short report. 

•. ~ 

New, what occupied the rest of the time t·1ell, i t could have :J 
~1 
~} 

.,., -~ 

-----·---··------- -------------------
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r:';"'~ ~ ,-.... -.~ ........ ~--::a 

w ;:.:;;;;; ... , -:.: ,_:,"<:::ii~- ::aw 
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been so:netl1ing not relo.ted to hi::: 2.t all, but :il; seer~.::: to i!\e 

s gend t:·1 o hours on a 'chlng lilm . th.:-,;;? Uh 2. t 1°!2.99::msd to t:1e rest 
. -...:.:.. 

of the t:l.m0, and they i·illl 'i;ry to o.Y.a:·; the in£'e?.'.'e1!ce. 

tl1c r•eport based on their findings an.:1 st1pported by the r:1):1 

m2.te:,'.'ials they have given tis, OX' else i·ie ca,1 go a:::!d try ·to run 

do1m some of these ccllater.:?.l rwa1crs that i:;2.ve,:iust not been 

dealt 1·Jith di1'.'ec tly in this ro.1·1 ma tc~0 ial tl:2.t ~·,e ha:ve. 

Rep. Boggs. I ·i;hinlc t·1e r:!Us 'c do tl1c 12.t·csr. 

Sen. Rus~ell. So do I. 

Sen. Rus::;ell. Of' course the other is 1::uch easi(?r .. 

!-'Ir. f.'!cCloy~ We certo.:lnly \·10uldn 't b·~ dc:lng :the F .:a .I. a 

service and . doing the . Com.'TiiGsion a service • 

. Sen. Russell. The F.B.I. ,:rnuld lif<:e to see us very much do i'c, j 

r.Tr. :Cullcs. I ·i;hlnlc it is the ques t:!.on of the 9rocedure, 

I don't thin!<: there is an~· difference at:1ong us 2.s ·i;o ';1hat is to -~ ! 
be done. l 

r.rr. Mc Cloy. You see ,hei."e is this ::;he,;:;-c, this ls des.:Lgn"ld 

to be an a·tte.clc on the F .E • . I. 

Rep •. Bo~gs. Sure. 

l'!!' • . r-!cC. oy. .And there are a lot of people \·!ho ,·iould li t,e ~o 

~,y::,,, ~ ,...,_,;....~ 11:" 1"!!'9 
<!. .. , ..:f J _ _., a,a<~! '\A. :.a ::r 

'---------· 

~ 
... j 

~ 
' 
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5 attack the F.B~I., and we d~n 1 t want to be in t~e Dcsitic~ of 

attac~ing the F.B;r. r 

R:!l). Boggs. Of course not. 

Sen. Rus:.,cll. I don't propose to ettac~ enc F.B.I. unless 

the,1•e is some startling revelation that th~y have C'Jaded thGil' 

responoibill'cy. 

r,ir. r-!cCloy. I 'chink the F .B. ·I. is an agency tfhich has 

the securit;y of this country, and a very irc1porta~t 2.ge,:<!:f, as: lw.s 

'chis Commission. 

Rep. Boggs. l'Jhat ,·1e have to do is tell our counsel ifhat 

to do. 

The Chair~an. Yes, 

\"/hat do the rest of you thinlc of tl~approac,1 of z.::r. Rantdn, 

the i1ay i·1e have jus'.; laid it out here in the last fe;·1 r::iinu'ces? } 
' ! 

f:!r. ·Dulles . Doesn't that co:nbine your idea, too, I·~. Chairman ?) 
; 

It seems to me it is a marriage of the tr:10 . 

The Chairman. It is just a question .of t·1hether_ you have the 

cart or the horse first. Ne disagreed a · little 0:1 i·1hich approach 

to 'ca.lee, but if you thinlc his approach i::; reasonable, is a 

reanonable approach to it, it is perfectly all righ'c \•1:!.'.:11 me. 

1·1ould be glad to go along 1,Jith it. 

... · ! 
·.··~-;,.-) 

I \: 

r.1r. Mc Cloy. I 'chinlc it ls fundamentally the sat;;,e as yours. 

It may be a little -- it is almost a -collaterala,,'Jt)rcach. 

The Chairman. Yes, there isn't any gre3.t 1lfi'erence. 

·Sen. Russell. Do you propose to let r.Jr . Hoover send out so::1e 

?t ±;f 

,, 
......., ........... ..---,. - --------..------....--------- - .. ·------~-·-·------ ---- -,~ .} 
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.::; F .:G. )_. ac;c 11"C~ ·i;o l 1yi;c:cvicl ! thi8 fc 1101.'J lh.10.::i:n:; to !clnd of fi1·1cl 

out i·;J,crc ha c;ot th i::; iui'o:c~:2 tion? 

' f.t.~. Ro.ntcln. I·!o. 

Sen- Eu~~Sell. i·.rna t o..rc ~~cu e;oinc; to do ~ftc1"1 °CGlllng_ him all 
~ .. : 

:. ... . ~ 

1.tr. Rantci1i , I ti1ought fro:n i·1ha·G I l·::: i101;-; abotri; hinJ .tha:C !le_~~-: 

\•lb\.tld. co.y, '.'l'!e w:l.J.l ·d? anything i':C can f.6 help you. He i'i:111 

n!atce a_nything available f r or,1 01..n' recoi.idc "~ ar:d tl12n I t-;ould say 

to hi1,1, "You lrnot•J your reco:.'ds an<l I don •t. \·JiJ.:t'i; 1·1ill P!:"ove 

ti1a t tl1ic rumor :1:::; falu e?" 

And the:('e 1::ay be s cm8 --

any pr oof othcr1 th:tn his ztb:i;cm0nt. 

I:fr. Ranlcin. · \'fell., he r:ta:y have a lot 9f proof. 

~ 
~ 

f 
The Chai:c-rr:an . You m<:an that he ~1as not an F.B.I. agent, unded 

cover r:1an? 

Er .Ra,1lcin. Hell, he 1",;.y be able to prove i·iho \'Jere, 'ch;;i.t '.1s 

tlmt thGi"G l'l(:!J:'e C<?l'tO.in \•J ayS of checlcing tho.t . out . 

f,ir , Dulles . If you could. g0_t a·ll tl1e convel'SO.'o;:i,.oris of the ... 

agents t·i ith him and they t·iere correct, then you r,1ic;htG,ct some· 

bearing on 'Che si_tua tion. Bc8au~ a if they hel.d f'i\1c rn.cetinzs 

a nd . to.Heed ·i;o ~im five times o:;.• the num1.Jer of tii:?ez this t·ias, and 

' 

~ 
this \·ms never mentioned, it didn •·;; come up a·i; all,· he did;, 't ~ ~; 

~ 
volunteer, 01' they didn't asic hlm _anyth:i.ng; tha',; depends, of.coursaj 

~ ., .. -- J 
~ 
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u[)on c;c·cting '(;he conversatie;n.:, as they too'.c place. 

Sc,1. Russell. Do you have a,1y contacts ;·1ith a,1y Uiiited 

States diLl·c11 ict attorneys in Texas in 1·1hom you have confluence? 

Io any one of' them that you thinlc you could get to interview this "'S 

man? 

J!b.:. Rai1!cin. \·Jell, I had i,1 mind tli..at ti'le Corr-~.1ission should 

go di;:ec·i;ly 1·1i'ch some member of 'its staff to interv:le,·1 him and 

in 'cervie1·1 each of these people, but as 1·ie p;::>cceed i•1ith that I 

thought :·;e would have rrir. Hoo11er understand trn ,·ie;..~e dolliz that 

and tha'c he recognized that 1·1e had ·co do i'c and that •:;as 

Sen. Russell. I have no objection·co that. 

Of co1.1rse I '.;hinlc ho is going to offc1.' to inte1,11ie':1 them, 

if he hasn·1 t already done it. 

E;.1 • Rankin. I thinlc the Com:;1ission needs to have its own 

record on that, and I thinlc it might be ve-,.'y desirable to have 

them here under oath for the Commission to see them and be presen-c 

when they give ',:;heir story. 

This is·, in my opinion, one of' the major points that is 

constantly raised to try to expl!j_in this situatio:i. If' t·ie can 
- .::- ~ 

put i'c to rest in any ,,my, it is of major ira901.,tance. 

Sen. Cooper. Tha',:; is the point I have felt, Ne have to 

intervici·1 these peor;>lc. Bl.1'i:; I 'chouc;ht, :also, that you have to let 

'che F .B.I. kno\'I that you are interviewing them because all the 

other) the great bullc of the t0stimony y1e :have got 1·1e have 

received from 'chem. 

--·-- ·----- - ----··· ·--· ··-'-- -·· ··. ------.-~ -~, 

----------
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I thintc 1·1e 1·1ould have to -- they arc ap9ricL~g u:, or v:llat 

they 
; 

oi' l':11;:i.'~ 1·10 arc doing, and in tn1th, ir: i,1°1es·c:l.gati,1r; ':the crcdibill.tJ 
'. ; 

of what they ~Pe doing, because if this should. ·t;u:..'l!.1 o~i'G trat. -Ch~y 
~~ 

l 
~ 
! 

r;Jr. Dulles. Did '~hesc pco9le pint ~tems i 
i 

bactc to Hl.1i.:1lci11s? ,;~,l 
Mr. Ran!tin" Yes, that; is the O!'lly explanation, ~J:cept I thintc l 

i 

sheriff' that you can ' t dis11 ega:;:d it Gvcn t hc:.;gh l1e ·cells someone 

again. 

Rar:Ldn. It SCGli:.3 to 1::e you uould ~·!ant all of 

Rep. Boggc. Uhat role d:l.d ·i.;hi;:; rc\an {•.le,;:e.mler play in this? 

he \·ias 2.s ac'cive, but it is possible, I don ' ·i; lmo:·1 --

The Cr1ci.5.nnal:l . I th:lntc he is the fellc~, t·1ho bl<m the 1frllstle 

so far as this Commission is concerned . ;i: thi nlc tl,at is whc11 e 

Carr got his :i..nf orrr.ation, don't ycu thintc?. 

Rep . EO!!;f;S, From Alexander? ! 
The Chail•rr.an ~ From Alcx2.nder, yes. And Alcx0.nc1.er 1·1as up her~ 

' 
and sat in tna 'G chair, and suid t(l..a'c it ,·1asn 't exac '~ly '~he w;,.y 

Carr bad presented lt, that there 1·iere tl'lo diff'ei.1 ent 

One, that i·:as involved in Carr 's story to L-ee. 

things. 

One or them b,:' 
I 

i 



all tallcing _about it then,he said all the ()l'Css ;·;ere, it is a matte] 
::..::.~ ~ 

of c o,1mwn . Imot1 ledge among the p:ces:,, this n.:r10:c, and he just 
. 

slrr-ugged the \·1i1ole thing off, and Carr ,·,as sit-ting here 1·1here 

the Senator is and he didn't object ',;o an::,,·tr.:i.ng th.2.t Alexander 

said, alt;hough .l·c varied 1°adically fro;;1 .tihat he told you a day 

or so before. 

Sen. Russell. Well, Nr. Cl1airman, I t·1a.::: not priraarily 

responsible for .Mr. Ranldn 's 0mployment by tf'.cis Cc:;::.iiss:Lon but 

he is our counsel and if that is the ,·:ay he ,·:ants tocb it;, I 

,·1ill malce a motion that · he procc:ed as he tili:,,~s is best 

to this ·mat"Ger. 

The Chairman. Is there a second? 

r.:;r. Mc Cloy. I thinlc that is all right. 

rrir. Dulles. Along the lines he discussc:d here. 

The Chairman • . Those in favor say aye. 

(Chorus bf aye ) 

The Chairman . ·con'crary, no. 

(No reoponse ) · 

The Chairman . Unanimom;ly adopted. 

r[ir. Rankin. ,,re ,1 ere going to ou·cline cur approach to the 

ideas . about the ,•ihole procedure of the staff' in try:!.ng to develop 

thin ll'.aterial for you . But in light of ',;he tir..e, I do r. ot tcnc,·1 
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.( 
11iGi:!1Jc:cs of the staff; and i ·i; -~0Jci2s somG tir;:.c fo1" 1ne to;. 'ct'~:- to 

tell :you about each of thes'.:! :::.:c00.s, oct!.' app1°cach. 

·· :~~ .-

RC:[). Bo6gs. I thin!·: ,·10 110.d better do it as quickly as ne 

can. 

The _C.halrman. AJ.l. :C'lght, go ahead. 

been canc_Glled. 

The Chair·rr.an. Go right ab.end. 

r:rr. Ran:cin. The first area is ·i;he day of the ass2.::;sim1:i;ion, 

and all of ·i;l1c V8.Pious elements ·i;na·i; are :i.nvolvsd ir1 t'.-10.t, 

f:!art, the chcc!dng out of tb.at a1°ea to be sure tha.t ;l.t t·ms sec1.n·e, 

all of_ the steps 'chat ,·1c1°e made by the Secret Se:cvice in tlJat 

regard, the collaboration bct1·1een the police, and ti1e Sec::cet 

Se1°vice, and any other agencies such as the county sherif'i" 

in connc:c'cion 1•1:Lth t11e parade and the route that tla.s design;;:i:ed 

01° planned. 

'J.'he decision as to t'lhen that ·rr:aterial ,·101.1ld be released 

to the public, and the date of the release. The r.:i.ct tbat 

the intention of the Presldcn',; to go to Dallas ,·ms no'c indic.ated 

1n the ·!?ress un'i:;il in October, but the fact that he t·ms going 

to Texas as distinguished frcL1 Dallas· was indicated Scr,>'ceruber 26. 

Seritember 26 is the date that Os1·1ald 1·1ent do,m to !:!exico City, and 



11 the article about the Pro::, :!.rJ.cn 'G con1ing to 'l'exas i·iQ.S in the pa9er 

011 ·i;ho.t day b0fore he Ncn"c to rfo:~ico Chy ~~ .... .., fQr u::; \:J_(:: can 

de·i;crmine. 

N0\·1, \·:e have d:l.ffic11l·i;y deterr.iin:l.ng the exac~ time that 

he i·iCl1'C to f,Iexico City, because the exH; r.:::cord on the border 

is such that it extend:,· fro;;i the period 8 in 'i;he morning until 

7 at night, and he 1,ias shown to -have passed ti1rough but the 

exact time iG not shmrn by 'i;he materials t·ie have yet. 

Hoi·:ever, t-.e do have a reco:;."d that he t·:as supposed to have gone 

one i·:ay by_ car and one way by b1.1s, and they hllvc:rn gotten the 

exact time on the bus for us, and they haven 1·i; got the sto;."y 

of i·1hat -- \·/ho he i·1cnt 1·1ith in th~ car. 

So that it is :Lmr:iortan-c to tceep in mind in connectio:1 ,·1:lth 

that the fact that he could have trnown th2.t t),,~ President \·;as 

probably coming to Dallas, because 1·1e thinic that, and ·i·ie have 

chec:ced thic out somewhat, that if the President i·ias going ·co 

Dallas on \'!hat was a poli·.:;ical trlp, and this t·ias a poli·.:;ical 

as diotinct from a governmental. 

r,rr>. Mc Cloy. You said 'l'exas, not; Dallas. 

f.Jr. Rantcin. · Presumably, b~ would not go to H,.uston or. 

San Antonio 1·1ithout c;oing to 'che Dallas area. That lt has ·been 

in 'i;he nature of politics that Presidents in goini; to Texas 

mal<:e it a point to try to ge'c to the middle area as 1·1ell as the 

Houston area if they are going to go there 011 political trips . 

So 1·1e believe that it is reasonable to assume that; the r:ioment 

' --·-- - ··- --·---. .-. ------ - · - --------- - --------···--- -~ -----.. --. ~ 

~---------.: --- - -- ._ . --- '.: 
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,, 
cl.ccidcd to go I:;o T .xas, even thou~,), 118 didn 1'c i:;9:::cll} Dallas 

' 
or Port Noi'th, 'cha'c :lt :,,:as probo.ble tho.t i1c tiao soing to go th,=rc. 

1·m::;, as you may recall, ano'chcr building U:at. i-io1.:ld ho.ve ser•,ed 

l'JCll as ·i;he purpose of tromeet:i.ng' des[)i·i::e the TradG I'-7.ar't; and 

tha·i; 1·;as the l'!o:nan 1s building. 
-~~

It t·n;.s loca t~a in a different are·~ ~ 

of the city. But the Secret Sc::.'v~ce pcopl0 say tl1at a: Prc;sic1ent 

uould be expected ·i;o go dmm the r,:ain St:c'ec'c and ha vine; hie r,:arade, 

and so forth, and if either uay i'c 1·; ould be 0:-:pcctcd that he 11oulc.l 

go dmm HouGton St1°eet, t·Jhich enters into Elr.;, enc 1•1ay· if 

. he 1·:a::; from the \·Toman 1s fa1ilding he could cc::ic c1c,m f:co .. 1 the 

other sect;ion of the city and cor,m ·i;o !fo':.;:::;ton ul1ich ,rnuld be 

right by the 1·Jindo;·1 on the sixth floo:,' or t,:e D0pos;i:i::ary i3u;i.lc1lng 

1·1hcrc, as you recall the pictures, he •11ould have an. e;wellen'c 

sho'c. right c10\m Hous·ton St:c0 cet in orde;.0 to go ov~r to 1,,ain 01° 

if you go ·i;hc other 1·1ay around, in orde1' 'co go the 'l'rade fi'.:a1°t, 

Building he Hould com~ dc,m fain, go dc.rn Eo"-'sto;\ and Elm lil<e 

he dicJ.. 

So that to anticipate that 'chis par'cicul.?..r lccation would 

be a prime ·location for anything lit~c this depc,1di,1g upon ei·cher 

of the p:eobo.blc places where he t·io;.ild have such a banquet 

or o. dinnel' is reason::>.ble in ligh'c of our conversa-cio:n:; \·11-.:;h the 

Secret Service, and hm1 'chey 1·1oul<.1 e~pcct a pa;;ade rou·i;e 'i;o be 

laid out. 

--·--. ~-.----...,..,.. ... .._. ___ _ 

_! 
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r,1r . Dulles . Ii' hc1•;as 1,,alcing a speech in the cvenine; would he 

have gone thc1·c, I rather tho"\.1Ght not fror.1 so::1etl1ing f read, 

probably 1·10uld go to a blg banquet roora1 in a hotel. 

be ~orth lookin~ into. 

Tha·C~ might 

Mr. Ro.n!dn. That might be dii'i'icult, '::e didn 1t canvass i:i; 

except for the luncheon, as · I recall hP. was goi;-,g on c1C'.n,as 

soon as theplans 1·1ere ·anno"\.mcec1 · 'co another locality. 

r-1r. Dulles. As soon as the plans 1·,ere ar.nounced, the plans 

! 

. 
1 . l 

were fixed. But at 'chis st2.ge I don't thinlc the;;: co1.1ld tell i·1hetherl 
i 

it ,·1ould re luncheon or dinner, 1fnatever it ;·rnuld be, nidday. 

f.1:c • . Ran!dn. Tha·i; is right. 

So it is possible he could have n,:::.de as . ~J2.rt of his plans 

from the time he left to go to r.I:xico City to try to locate 

in this btillcling and go a.head 1·1:Lth 'che assassino..'.;ion. 

Nol'/, that tiould assume that it ·is possible 'chat he tal! .. ed to 

people about such plans, and had collaborators concerni;:ig them 

in Mexico City. We do not have enough inforrc.aticn about that 

to .K110\'I i-1J:i..at happened there except i'le do have infort1ation that 

he tried to get a visa at the Cuban Embassy, and he tried to get 

a visa at the Soviet Embassy J and we !mow the hotel hs! stayed at, 

and t·ie have a ve1•y limited report from the hotel tceeper about 

most of it to the effect that they trne,·1 nothing about him, didn't 

even !mow that he came or 1·1ent, although there uere seven days 

bett'1een the time he wen'i:; do1m on the 26th, a r:.d the ·i;hird t·ihen he · 

. came bact-::. 

r;.- .. •.,,,,.--, •• ....,._-~ .. s----.-.-,.-.- _,_ .... ______ ....:_ .. --.--.--,• ------~--- ---·-· ·-.-,·-· • ~· ··- -· -- .-.-.:: 
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r·;; aJ.so indicated that he had a limited viGa from -~he U~ i tcd 

Sto.·i;cs, and, th0:::•cl'o1°e, could not cx[)zct to gc-(; anoth'9r one in 

connection with his travels do:m in 1-10x:i..co. 

fa'. Dl1llcs. t:Je cloi1 1 t c,;ivc visas to r,Icxico. 

r,Tr. Rantcin. It ~·ias a border· cross :l.ng. 

! 
l 

I 
! 
l 
i 
I 

. i 

i 
I 
! 

r.1r. D1.1lles. I thouBht these travel ·i;hings 111 !-icxico \•;ere l 
.==.'-S j 

limited. ~~l 

The Chairtr.an. A tr-cvcl [)ermit for. ·t 1·10 i·:ce!cs. 

r,ir • . Ranldn. Fifteen days. 

f:h•. · Dllllcc. I thinl-:: th2. ·;; is r.Iexico and not tllc United 

States. 

Sen. Coopm'. Trying ·i;o get tl1em to speed up thei!' actions. 

r,!r. Ranlcin. Yes. 

So that t·ie have a l'lide :range of' inquiry ye·i; in r,Is:cico C:tty 

as to the seven dayz and his activities tht:lre. 

Sen. Russell. 1'/ho has been doing 'c;he investigating in · 

f,1exico':'. 

Mr. Ran!dn. The C.I.A. has been ~1 .orlcing r;1it;1 us in reg~rcl to 

that area, and '.;he .li' .B.I. has 0.11 a'1r~ache there \'/ho has qone sor.ie 

worlc but most of ·it has been by the . C.I.A.J and \·le have a 

q1.1estion there of hov1 much of our informat:i.011 ,ie have got·i;cn 

from the F.B.I. in an cxhibi·i.; to '~he C.I.A. anc1 p:;:·ior to . t0.at, 

and we need some insti·uction with i•egard to that. 

lfo\·1 J tie are going to have a meeting 1·1i'.;h the agencies and see 

if it in acceptable to them in such a meeting to supply the 
.., = 
~ "~ '- .i 

~ 

! 
~ 

i 
z 

· ~--· - -·- >-- - · ·· ·-- - -- ·· . - - ·-· ---·-·····-~ 

~ 

~ 
r, 
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inf'on?1.:ttlon themselves l.'ai:;h ~r than having; t11e Ccmmissicn :::upply 
• i; 

the info:..'o,!.:.tion it has recclvcc1 from any of the agenc:1.~s to these I 
I 

the C. I.A. and other people t hat 1·1e 1·1ill need help from, 

Sen. RuGsC?ll. r,ir. Ranldn, r..ave you g:i.ven any thour.,;hts to .the:,;;.,,. , 
. -- i 

I 
f 

fac ·;;, ·t:;ha t 0Si·iald was not familiar t·i i th Dallas • He had this road 

map to go arom1d 'i;o inq1.1ire f.or jobs and yet ~,rou a r e as:;uming ·t:;ha'i; 

he lme1·1 all about these routes and everything else, ~hen he :i.~J 

posted hlmself up there to shoot the Pres<dent, if he did in <act """",,i 
shoot him, and of course ',;he evidence seems to be over.Dhelming 

1 

that he did. That has caused r.ie to believe that he l~d ·;;o have 

someone some~;here to ad•rise him abo1.1t ·t:;nat, 

f.l"' Ranlcin . Well, that Na'don article is ve'i..'Y in-i.:e~·csting, 

Senator, :1.n rega1•c,. to your que:::;',;ion, because --

Sen. R1.msell. I haven 1 t read ·Uiat article, but that occ1.1rred 

to me at .the outset. l!.'verybody said ile- posted hil'i'.sel:1.' there 

and got this employment and all, but he \·1as. not i'amiliar .,·lith 

Dallas. Apparently he hadn 1t lived there 

r,ir. [>!cCloy. . It l'las ·published :i.n the Dallas papar \·Ii th an 

arrmi sh·m,Jing what the direct line ,,,as to be t~,o days before 

the President came, I mean the Dallas paper had a diagram showing 

him coming do;-m the street and going --

Sen. Russell. But he hJ.3 already been in r-1cxico City before 

that, some time before that. 

Mr. l-!cCloy. Yes, that is 'crue. 

r,1r. nanlcin. This article sets out· in sone detail there a 

we-

I 

l 
· / 
; 

--< 

I 

J 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
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16 quot::i.'don o:r some of his l ·:·i:;tcr:, ;-ihen ,1c 1·:c.::; in F.tis~:i.a • 

. . · 
Yes. 1 

anyone could l'lritc 'che 1 ctte:..•n he did fro:i ilu;sl:.. and then viritc ·:..,.., 

Cuba. 

Rep. Boggs. Right·. The Spclli1ig l1a3 changed. 

r-Ir. Ranrdn. 

believable t11a·;:; anyone co1.1ld have a.c:1uirGd such intor.r:<2.tion during 

that period of time. 

Rep. · Bog~s ~ One of 'Che big gaps in the rcpo::.•t::; tiw:i:; I have 

at G:meral T.·lal,ce:e, with both motive and a:!.l sorts of tl1ings. 

Yes. 

Nell, his story about that, of course, as you recall, he left 

thi::i memorandum 1·1hich 1•;as found in the coo!cboo,c, and i:2.ri11a 

Om·1al<l, the ,•life, c1idn 't ever give any e~·::,:>lm~a'cion of tna.t or. 

mention until thGy fo1.111d that and ·i:;hen she finally said that that 

Nas her cool<:boolc and ::ihe remembe1•ed it, and he 1·1ent thei•e to 

'i:;he t·fall<:er affair around 9 o 1cloctc, was the tii;ie i 'c 1·12.s rcpo1•ted 

that the shooting accurred, a11d he said ·;;o he:;_• af'ten;a::.•ds·· that 

le btir~ed . his rifle and then he clu5 it up a ·i; ::;ome vc.c:;:.nt lot 

near there and he fired and he didn I t !mm·i ,·1hct!1er he had been 

successful or not. 

Then he doesn 1 ·i; come home until midni3ht, according to the 

3 :; ;; =~ 

3 
~) 
~ 
') __ ___..:.; 
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story, he!' ntory, and tha'(; :i.s th1·ee hours difference: and there 
':'f; 

isn ;t anything to ~plain tho..t long period of time, a1{d i·Jhen he 

got home he 1·1as very much di_sturbcd and e:--:citecl, ar.d at that point I 
he turned on _toe radio later to find out i·ihat hap[Jcned, and "f.:'.! 
he told her ·chat he had shot General WallcGr. He didn 'i; !·Cl1C'.'I 

l 

yet 1·1hcther he had bee,1 killed or no'c. In fac·i;, he scc::1ed to be i 
! 

tllinlcin~ tl,at he might have, und he later told her that a lc'c or .. ~ 
·~~! 

people thought tha'.; in order to. do any'i:;hing litce that the~, had to 

have a getai·1ay car, an automobilo or somethiP.g J11ee that, md he 

j1.1st used a bus, tha·i; wan .the most effective '-'laY, and ap::iarently 

he had talcen hl.s gun 011 ·th3bus, and then buried it, dug it up, 

a1dhacl it shot, bu:,:,ied the [:;l1n again, ano. f1~om t):le report~ that 

1·1e ]',..ave and thG ·ne;-13 accounts it lool~s 1 ilrn :1.f' l"!aH:er tad not 

baclced m-;ay fro;n ',;l1e destc a'c the 'cime he cl.id he migh'c have e;o"i:;ten 

him. 

Sen. Russell. The article I read Wallcer fortuitously moved 

just as the shot, othern:ise it would hcwe hit him in the head. 

I/Ir. Ranlc:!.n. He apparently turned 01.1t the light then ·so 

there \·1as not an opportunity for another one. 

She, on the o'cher hand, 'chreatenec1 him :l.f he eve ... ~ did -- . 

she a::;!cec.1. him why he would do that, and he suid he 1·ias such a 

terrible person because he i~as the head of the Fa.s:::ists in this 

country and she: said if he ever did tha.'c again she i-ias going to 

repop1
,; it to the police, and that \~as her explanation for the 

re.is on she kept this memorandum tha'c sh.:: put m-iay in the cool-::boolc • 

. ~ --
·--"-'-~ _, ___ "_ 
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I!c.·1, that could have been an acctm,:i.te s·i;o1°y. I ·i; is [)ossible, . .. 
. " 

i·i; ic bcl:tcvablc, tecri.use it may explain soi:ic of llis '.ei'for·ts 
! 

to conceal some of his additional actions and later he p1°oceeded . i 

to try to separate her and to · tccep her ovm• at i·Irs. Payne's . 
·:!.;~. , 

.,. ! 

alt,hot16h that tias a ra the1• fortuitous a1•ranQ;cracnt unyt-:ay because 
! 
I 

ht= didn 1t riay ht=l' anything to Ice;e;p her there, it didn 1t cos'.; hir.i. - ! 
· ~ 

anything, and then he lived in tmm at one time, as you recall, 

he lived under the azsumed nar,10, and she found _a ·i;elephone number 

thiri; he had not e;i ven her, but some of his r,,a,)01.•s and :::he called 

up and she tries to locate him, and they say he isn 1t there bu'.; . 

it is somebody elze, and he c1ocs cor,1e to ·the telepho:-ie and he i:3 

! 
l 

! 

ve1.•y angry i·Jith he:!.' for trylt?g to track l1it":1 dc1m, and so l·i; may be , 
l 

in e:;.:planation for so~a.e of the actiontl1a',; he toot;: in the · ! 
assasaination of the P-.cesident, ahc1 her failm•e ·i;o lmo:·1 a 001.1t some .1 
of' thoae ·things bGcause of th:Ls threat that :::110 made to him she I 

i 
i'ias go:ing to :ccport anything tl1a-th0 did of' this !dnd, i.f he / 

ever did lt a~ain. 

On the other hand, she claims in he:..~ ·i;estimo11y, all the 1·iay . 

through that she doesn 1 ·i; !mm, · that he uen-i; to l'-Iexico at all. 

She doeon !t taim·1 anything about the fact tl1at he r:as c;oing to 

·i;he Cuban Ernbascy abou'.; a visa, she doesn 1t lmc,·1 tha·i; he planned 

to e;o to · Cubo.. Tlla t viholc epls ode is entirely un!moM1 to hel', 

and yet he has some note in this little noteboo~ that he had in 

l'ihich he has a silver bracelet that has a nar:ie Z.:ar:i.na en it that 

apparently is Hexican, charac'.;eristically l7exican bracelet, and he 

==-~ ,v,,_._ ... . _....., .. 
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i·;cnt to, app2.rcntly, a bull fir;ht and Jai 2.lai and other thine;s 

dm-m the1·e, acco:..•ding to his little notcboolc, difficult !
1_· 

to believe that he could be e;on0 that long fror:i her ·and ·come 

uacl-: and she 1•10uld ncveP as!·~ him where he he.d been, and ii' he 

gave her this bracelet which she never sa~·s that she 0v0r · 

I 
! -·~t! 
i 
! 

received, b1.1t 1·1e a.re going to have to astc he1' about all of that, [ 

hm-1 she could have not lcno;m something that ,-ms going on 2.bout j ~ 
l 

In addition to that, ther0 is this Span ish dictionary, 

and the boolm a.bm.1t Spanish 1·1here h0 wac trying to learn Spani sh, 

al though he had lcnc·1m some Spanish before he ,·ient to Rl!ssia, 

and ~rn are trying 'c o l'ltn tha·~ dom1 to find out 1·1h2.t he st\.1d:!.ed 

at the Monterey School of the Ai•my in the •...iay of 12.nguages 

becaus0 she used to maI;:e fun of hitil, accor ding to some of' their 

Russian friends, about his pronouncia tion of Sp2.nish ,·iOrd.s, 

and he 1·1as very clt1msy at it, and i·ias eu1ba1.•rassed by her maldng; 

jo!ces about that. 

The Chairman. Ho,1 t·iould she Icno11 that, that he was mispro

nouncing Bpanish t·iords? She couldn 1t speatc !:>panish. She couldn't 

even speal-c English, she spolce Russian. Hm·i ,-:ould she lmo:·1 tha:~> 

I wonder. 

r-1r . Rantdn. Ther e is no explanation of her friends saying, 

and it is possible she got that from her other Russian . friend:,, 

but _there is no indication that they were : Sp:,.nish-spca:cing 

so far as anything i·ie have. · 

! 

! 
! 
' 

I 
' 

l 
I 
.J 
l 
i 

I 
1 
l 

i. 

' . . ...... .,J 

1. 
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The Chairman. Of . cou:·.'.3C there arc ::;o r,iany Span~?l1-spca1dng 

pco~lc down in Texas. 

l'·Ir • · Ranlcin • In the area. 

The Chairman. That she might have gotten 

els,e. 

I-re. Ran Lein. Then th.ere is a great rang{;! of 1r:a terial in 

regard to the t·ioundsJ a.nd the autopsy and thi~ point of 

or entrance of the bullet in ·i;he front of the neclc, a.nd 'chat; all 

has to be developed much more than t'H? nave a.t _the prcs.ent tir,te. 

\fa have m1 explan::i:cion 'chcrc in the autopsy tha·i; probably 

a frag1mmt came out the front of 'che nec tc, but uitl1 the eleva',;ion 

the shot r:mst have co:ne from, and 'che an~le, i"i.; soer:s 

nOi'J, since t·ie have the picture · of i·1i10rc the bullet entered in 

the baclc, that ·i;he bullet entei:ed belm1 the shoulder blade to the 

right of the bacl:bone, t•ihich is belo:·1 the place t-fhere the 

pictu,rc -shm·is 'che bullet; ca.me out in 'che·nec1:cai1d of the shi-r•t 

in front, and the btillet, according to the autopsy didn 1·i; stri!ce 

any bone a'i:; ·all, that particular bt1llet, and so through. 

So that hO\'i :!.t could turn and 

Rep. Bogga. I thought I read ·that bullet just \•1ent. in a 

finger's length. 

flir. Rantd.n. That .. is 1·1li.at they _ first said. They reached in 
\ 

and they could feel 1·1here :!.t came, it didn't go any further 

than tl1at., about part · ofi.:he i'inger or sorne·i;hi,1g, part of' the 

au'~op::;y, and then they proceeded to . recons·;;ruct i·Jhere they thought 

______ _:____;~ 



21 

C. 

; 
~ 
~ 

~ ~ 
0 
~ 
tl 
~ 

i 
~ 

- 1l 

~~~ , -,. -.-~~:-, 19t1 ~ 
. .z_ ~~l,J~~J ~ 

the bullet went, the path of it, and, which iG, we have to go ~ 
- .· ~ 

i 
hlto cons:i.dcrable i'cems and ·:;ry to i':ind out ho:·) t:1ci; could 1·ccon- J 

i s ·i;!'uct that when they fi1•st said that the;'jC:)ulo.n 't cv-~::i feel ~ 
~ 
~ 

the pa th beyond the part of a f'inr~er. - -- ---.~,d 
f, 

And then ho;·1 it could become elevated; even so it raised rather:l 
~ 
~ 

than coming out at a sharp angle that it entered, all of that, · ij 

vie have to go into; too, and 1·1e are asldng for help from t!le _j~i 
1 

ballistic exnerts on that. 1 
t' ~ 

~ 
i·!e 1·1111 have to probably get help f1•os. the dcc ·i;ors abo1.ri; it, j 

; 

and £'ind out, we have asked for the 01•:i.g;inal notes o? the .a.utopsy i 
on that question, too. 

Noi·/, the bt1lle'o.; fragments · are nc,·1, 9a!.'t oi' the1:1 a::.'<; 110,·1, 

,•11th the Aj;omic Energy Cc:nr:iission, \•1ho are 'crying 'co 

by a nc1·1 method, a p::.•ocecs that 'chey have, 

i 
i 
~ 
I 

I 
l 
' ~ 
I 
! 

relate them to various guns and 'che differer.·:; 92.rt;o, the fragments ,j 

\'lhether they are a part o.f one o:f the bullets that 1·1as brokch and I 
I 
I 

c;3.me ol1t in part through the necrc, and Just i·;:ha.t particular asscmblj 

of' btillet 'c;hey were part of.-

They have 11ad it for the better part of ti·:o and a-J,..alf m:elm 

and 1·ie ought to get an :i.nst·wr. 

' I 

! 
" I 

i 
I 
' 

So the ba::;ic problem, tihat Kind of a 1·1ound it is in the fron'c; · 1 

or· the neclc 13 of great ir:iportance to the inve::;tlgation. 

We believe it must be related in soi:ie i':ay to the - three sheets 

froin the rear. 

Sen. Cooper. You mean in the baclc? 

1.: 

! 
! 
i 
I 
l 
; 
l 

' ·-- ~----- ··- -·-· ----·- - ..,....--- -----· . . ..... - · . ---- -- .-·i 
i 
! 
{ 

i 
i 
! 
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f.i.t'. H2.nldn. One, or ~ omethine; from a ::;hot at the top or the 

hcacJ.. 

r-L>.'. HcClo?.• I'c is po::;3iblc th2.t the third sno·i; could have 

r..ad a i'ragmenta tim.1. ··· ~~ · 

Gen •. Cooper. One doc ·cor, a:3 I remember, ~:>rojec'ced manual 

ina:,;f;c.r;c, to resuscitate him., ·cha'c 1·1ot1ld cause the bullet to cc1:1e 

. bac!c out of' the back. Do you remember that? 
~;.! 
x.:.,;; .. ->t' t 

l 
I 

! Sen. Russell. Have yol; collected thes(;; cha1'gca against the 

rat·i ma te:d .al in here? 

i'Ir. Rantcln. I haven •t, tie may. 

r.1r. UcCloy.. Are t-;e ~oine:; 'co have. at tn9 e:;.:ar,1i1w.tion of ' i 
i 

r.:arina the exhib:1.i;s, for eJ~ar.:plc.., ·0110 braccle·i; and th~ rifle ·j t" 0 lf : - ..;).... 1 

because she has 'i;e::; ·i:;ified first tha'c the ·:di'le ,·ia::; not ·.:;he rifle. 

r.Ir • . Ranicin ·. Yes. 

Ur. HcClo~, .' H:Lll 1·ie g;et the rifle and the bracelets so 

she t-.•ill 1Je conf1•onted 1·1l'ch them? 

Mr. nanldn. Yes. 

Her 'c0s'i;imony_ 2.bout the rifle, you k11o'i1 she only ao.mitted 

to ·c!':a t after plc.tures t·1cr0 found a:pd _she had destroyed the 

plc'i::urcs tn2:c i-,er•e · in. the J;hoto album af'cer mother had suggested ) 

that to her.·.• and they found this :!.n one of hi::; sactcs that they 

found othci• mater~r,~, other clothing. 

T11ey have better than 400:,jlffe1•ent objects of 9hysical 

evidence. Some of them are not related at all. They Jus.t happened 

i 
"-·•r~•--··-·-- ~ -- -·~ 

i 
?, 

~ 
. ;:v. ,;0. - - ~~-,....... .~..,..~-··-- . { 
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to find them. 

·co one of these o·i;hers, 'b1.1t. the problem is difi'icul·~ to ··a.ctermine 

becau:::c t·/c have a s.tatement from t!,e host)i·i;al ·chat the bullet 
. ---:-;~~~~-, 

tri..at .-10..:::: mo1•e tihole than the other \·,as found on the stre·ccher / 

,·1hich they brough'c the Presiden'c in to the hospital on, and 

tiler. \·1c have other te:::timony later that goes bact·: over the same 

ground in which the person in charge of the :::tre'.;cher and 

the attendant said that thisbulle 'c was found urd er the blantcet 

Governor Com1ally waG on, · and it is a 

complete - -

Sen. Russell. I thought i 'c l'la::: found on the ::;tr-etcher of 

the P-.cesldent. 

1-ir. Ranlcin. That 1·12.s the first stor~·. And that is ,·1hat ,·1e 

have to deal with, a story of that lcind to try to reconcile 

i'\'; wit11 people v1ho actually handled the stretcher that G. vernor 

Connally was on and pie teed the bullet i"rom under the blanket. 

Now, that· evidence is qul'i;e superior 'co the other. man's, 

but \·1e have to chec!c i·i; cut nome more to deterr!dne that. 

Sen. _ Russell. This isn't going to l-esomething tl1at i·1ould 

run you n tar le mad. ,,1 : . 

. l;;r. Ranldn. I don't lcnot-1 t·1hat t•·e will run into, but 

Let me a::ih: you about it because I have never seen. anytli'ine; 

about it. Uha t::ver happenee. ;•1ith that fellcN t·1ho bought fae front 

page ad and. called· the Pri::S:1.dent a Communist? 

. ' 
·~ 

! 
~-1 

! 

--·-···-·--···- -.·-····· --·- -- - ---- _.,. . . ~-----. -~ 

·=· · . .,....,..,,, 
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Tho Ch~J.:r-man. 

but the J.:J.ttle handbEl tmt tl,c:,r p:.1t 

'lJanted for Ti~oason". 

n,,.o Bn"'"'" · "'h" ,_ ·1,:, ~'--,. ... - .·,;;,i>', • .l. . ,_t,, -u 

The Cb;i.:l.:,:,mnn. T!1a t bp.s got tq be 

quGstlon about that. 

Sen • . Rt1ssc.ll. You lmovi the · F .B .1 . mtu.·;; h3.vc loo!wd in·;;o 

that. 

Yes. 

- ---------- · - ·------



.i.!":3ll~in 
;1~sl1 fols 

un::rccid 

0 

igS 

go:i.ng 

·co go irri:o ga·t:. -~11~ Car:.i'T.i.::.~io11. ~ ::i in-
1 ~ 

hu·;;C. mt:i.:a~·ial ·Chat ~ 

i 
i1a~ vc-z:y comr::on 111 'i.:hat .iioa in i11 -che nows

·--::~ ~ 
p~pcr'-i, i:\: v;a:J i11 circul&rs o~ vttr:.i.ous 1tind::j, i ·~ t·li:G i 11. 2c·t·;:a:t..~s \:.Ci 

·c!tG' editor in ·cha nG,•mpapoz:. I-c. was also involved in cc!.'mons il'"Om 

· c:1100 oi ·Che c:Lt.y t:ias i..11volvcd in :~inar1~int; va::ious forns of 

Sen. Ru:isell. W'n.o pz:inbad thi..i· new? 

-.::he pam-

ph!o~s wo;::e col!liilonly circuli,ri:oc1 . there, .:ind I 

:l:im1ncL1g a£ vaz-ious--

road it. bu·c I gc·c i-c. 

Mr. J?.enkin. And all kinds of: ·i:!1ings coming irom au~ ·c11e:ce in 

~nd the c::ti:~cma !aft but also tho alc~ents of t11a people mors 

; 
! 
i 

..,_ _ .. . ,,---·-·-·-········--,-· ... ···-·. ·--·-· ·---. ----- -- ·- -~-------- -~ 
! 

i 
i 
! 
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corm.nun- I 
I 

i ·i;ics Ccm be li}:o p~oplo, ,rnd if you le·c. -chose fo::::cc!.l •:;ork lo:i:!g / 

~~~ , 
e:: nough i-c will hav~ an effcc·i:. 1.:!p!,m their app:rnach ·i:o m::m.y p:;:oblam.s-;=: 1 

I 
c:C. ! 

S€n. !tuzsell. Do you ·Chink ·C11ere i~ evidence o:C ~ny co11nec- I 
.~.:.·:i-.. I 

-~-! 
The !?DI is supposed ~--·1 

I 
I 

I 
I 
i 

'i:ion bo·;;.w..icn osi-,c:ld .im'l any of those gxou!;ls? 

·co chock there. oui.:. prc·i:ty clocGly. 

no evidenc::a J.S clear ·chai.: c:.wald 

ccnnec·i:cd ,-,i·::h cinybody bu·i:. we also. hava vary g.::aai: pro';:>:!.ams 

Son. 

for Cuba 

r.~r. Rs:nkin. Yes. I 
I 
I 

I 
Rankin~ TllC,>y deniec1 he and also h:::i wroi:o 

'i;o ·i;h.,i:n ancl t:;:ied ·i.:o ast:ablish as -one of hi!i J.e·c.-tor i,1clica·ccs, a 

a lo-t. of -t:rouble. 

is a rnuch rr.orc literate and polished co~1.mica·i:.ion than any of 

I .i:;:id I 

. I memoer~: 
l 

n.:-. Rani.in. TI,,l'i.: is r:Lght. And ho illco proceeded ·co sat it 

ur> by hir.UJaJ.i wii:11out anybody else az c:J mGrrJ:lar or c1nythin9, 

don~ t know as ha evo:r go·;; a mc:cl:lor. 

you k.."lct·1, 

. . 
S:l:Lp. Ho ncvar producsd a cingla parson • 
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Se:.1. P.t;s~e 11. Ha prr.·,kccd a curd s.iy:Lag he hnd one o:c 

Sen. Coope::::. o~iice. 

I 
1 

! 
j 

-. j 

I 
I 

! 
Rap. Boggs. Tl1a·c. ~·ias a iic·i:.i·i:iou:; ~i!~°i":?.c :Cha·c. I1c use a. f 

Sen. Cooi_)e:c. .I h.:;vc one sugs-c::ri:ion .::i'bou·i; ~-ih;;:'.: t·;c hnvo :<.,Ha}l 
l 

talJ~ing <J°boui:. , I \·;ould think ii t-.'C :Ci11d out ~:ib.o pu·t. i:l1ese adva:c"i:.isl 

i 
reen·Cs in ·C!1a papc~ ~:'l.d '111 t11u·C. is vozy i 1np0Li:an·i:. 'I-lie other ca~ 

co,nc in as i'i: is developed, bu·c I thin1:.: ,·;e iuign·i: i:;:,ilk. nbou·~ "i:his_:..l 

I 
ho·cc olcman·i; ·i::oo muc11 because, · I uill ·cell you t·1I1y, bcelaU!a:G people! 

- I 
uill begin ·i:o gei: ·i;hc ickia <18 some have ul:;:-aa::1y <mm:esa(:)d oz going! 

Co build up zomo "iC~ation ~hich I m-1;:iy fro!!! cvic1cnce ~nd trying 

iz apa~~ :i:i:om ·Cl!O cvidm1co. 

Dir. Ra:n:cin. Yer:;. 

these ci.i::cula:cs sh~uld ce::·cainly be loohid irri:o. 

r.r.r. RanJ:in. T"ncn in -enc period ·cha\: ·ency lived in Russia 

the:!:c z:ro m.:mi:i:olcl ·p2:obloms cJboui::. ·i:.ho faci: ·c11u·c i:ho T;Jay 'h!Z! livod, i 
I ·cha c1t.'.1ditio:i1<1l i:o.co:uo · he received undc:i:' ·i:l1e nar:io· o:E ·the nac1 ez-o::is, 1 

She s;:.iid ha ·1u:ia :never '.bean i:o Lcning:e:ad. Ee said h0 h<l.c1, che wen·i;: 

·co !<11;:i:;:-kov, and ·chm:c is no c::q?lanation o:i: ari.y communications 

pe;:ioa ~1hon they m,n:e : i:hc:ce ·i:h.:i::. o}!a indic.::-cca ohe wao £car:l:ul of 

i::i no cxplan~rcion .o:Z thai::. in anything :ili<:l has giv~m in a.,y of her 
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slia i·12z t:Tl!cn l!.C 'i'it3Z c:i 1:·;oz-krnc.1n in -~ho :E~c·;;c~y and . zi1:a ~.no · ai:. loa.s ·C 
·--~:~ --

.. =:· -· 

. ··;-. 
-~ 

t:1culc1 

gat an ans~·;or unc1 i!.: doesr1: t seem .liJ~c ·t~1.c~a t;as any go~d raaso~ 

£:omo o:i: ·;:he ;:egi::rcz-n-cio:as undc:r tha Sovi'3i: a:ysi:ara. · Well, according 

to in:l:o.:-m"rcion ,·1s have :i:c is vcZ"y x.ll"a "tha·c ·c,12y would inse;.-c any-

cazefulJ.y made ·co t:r.y to :icl.1:mi:ify people .::1J. "i:h:ai:.: life and par-

·Ghe zosi: of the p<:?riod,· c111d that is an un0xplain~c1 f~Qi:uzc. 

Ini.:elligcnco, but never·C:h.alGzs 1-ie had a ·telephone, c1nrJ "t.:l'1a s·Cyle 

in which thay lived, and ·che partrr.a:.Yc c::n::l all 1;;cZ"a very unusual 

co!."!pclratively. 



5 

0 

Sen. H.u:Jscll. You 140 0 :1 wi!ila ·i:!icy t·1crc i~ n.usciu? 

I-'.!X'. Rankin. 
: / 

·~as, I t.ican noc. only Q:,,:-;;:ild bu:i:. "i:his 

. 'l'b:tn 'i:,he iac·i:. she um, allow<ad ·i:.o leave ·c.hc counti:y ·che ,-:ay j 
' .. -~ .. ) 

she was is- no·c c::!cqucri:e·1~, «:m:plai:ncd by·: he:.: 'i:G:;'i;imony, hor stzrce~ 

men-ts or any-ching. 

difficult operation wii:h most people, · and ,-f,<lt he ciid in !:Ioscoi•/ 

r~. R~nkin. Yes,., 

.Mr. Dullea. · When ha trfod to COJ."".a-u:l.·i:. suicic1GJ? 

10:. Rankin. Yss. fu,d ·l::hen i:his period tl1a·c he belonged ·co 
f, 

·::.'l-ie gun ·': di~, and there is no G}::planordon by her ·er ·chzri: or t'1hat l 
f 

l1C:1 did in ·ch-at~ Ile migM:· have had all kim1s o:E tiainL,g c1u:::ing th.iJ 

period, thclt is cntira!y una:i.:plainad. 

·co ·, l-1.ii!s'i:e;;:-c:1;;:m .ind ,-1cn:e ·chore fo:c, I .i:hin3~, H : vas ·i:wo days llo;:o:re 
~. 

thay happcmad to. go there ancl s ·i:a::1,1 , and goi: 2 plac(!l to liva, GomG 

li·l:'i.:J.a apa:ctmon·i:, and w'ha·i: they were doing in the in·l:oxim, that 

c.m~i:ro .po:doc1 is jus·I: £ull or possibili'i:ics for i:;:c1ining, for 

~:;--==~'? 
:j -1 · ) -.~ 

' . -- .. -- -- ... --- -- -------------- --- . - -- ----- --- i 
i 
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I 

Ho,·1, you :cocogni::!a i ·:~ is going -co :be vc;:y .Sif:i:icult. to ge·i:. ~ I 
a11 of -i;h<1t out. o:E her no r::i;::·;;t.o:::: how well informed ,·;e · z2:c ,:ibou·c i 

I 
h~z-, ~-,ll~t. sh(:J l1zG tes·Ci:Eiccl t:o., ~-JhErC sh~ hc:i~ given ~-i:c:lt.~men-t:s abou·c.,i 

I 
~si.c.1 zI1C:l l1~s givGn a good ma!1.y Of ·t:nem, und l·;!lat har t·Jri'i.::Con s ·tatQ~i 

. ~ [ 

c11l of those ·chings --~·!C h~iiO, and 
. I 

but 

us $U0 is unable --

jus·;; ocm.!s ·i;o co1.10 up ·co a blcmk. 

it in uifficu:1:1; to azri:iciparce tlh"1t she uill do c;:ccpt :.ho may 'just 

say aha can 3 ·c undc.rzt.and or :.he c1oeon•t kno·,,, and _·cha~ will ba 

all , ,;0 can ge-i:: ou;: of he.i:. 

£.J.;: .Dullos. 

wo hava t:o c1Eik -i:11orn .:iboui:: t.h.ii:, and ·..:he CIA iz going to help us 

d:alvelop ·cha quest.ions, anu ·c:hey llavG been ~orking. 

Hr.. Dulles. I ·chink ~'10 oug:ht -.:.o gc·i:: thato:?f as soon as ,·1a 

can. 
.,,,.,...... r!"'I 

-~ ''"£=; ·;;:::::: 

i 
. ! 
! 
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f 
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Dulles .. 

' 
! don l t know ,·;11a"i:hcz- sho will c1o i"i;. or rio·c, shi3 mighi: a~·i:c:c ·chis 

or.;b::is:::y, ·.;hoy ,·1oulj bo vary anxiou::: i.:o ge·c in touch wi·ch 

Secrc·i: Se;;vica has bcm1 tfri:li her 

consi.::<Jn·c.ly c:md all. I don°t. . ki-io';1 hot-1 ruuc:ii 1ongcr a :i:i:.er. t10 would 

"i.:nka . her ·cc~r.:ireony you t1ould trnni: ·i:het. ·i;o con·cinu0i. 

~en. · .Ruosell. What. in-c.G:i:p:co·i;c:c hElva you arr.2nged i.:o hava? 

l~. Rankin~ 

one c.nd t.hey have saic1 they uouid do r:o. lmc! m:i also m:c going ·co 

hc1vG a m:.1n. from i:hc sccrcI: Sa:cvica hc:;:c \,fho h;;is been 'i:a1Id.11g ·co 

· :Jen. Rus:;oll. Thera is ci fc11ot·1 ho:i:o nani.ad Rcub(m Efrem t·iho 

sen. Russell. Do you kno~-, him, nr. Dulles? 

Ik. Dullea. I don' ·c thin1i: I do. 

Tho Ci1oi:rm,m. Silnato:i:-, is ho t·1i"i:h tho Sta·co Department? 

Sen. Russell. 1-To, siz. 

r~. l-IcCl'Jy. There is anoi:her i:ellot,.1 mim:aid Ake lovzky who is 

.:i star .E1a1 tn-=lY bo ovcz in Genevn. It is .iwZully irnpo:c·cant tha); you 

~a~ a bilingual man. 

-__,~ - ~: -

/. 

~ 
l 
! 
j 
! 
·' . ~ 

ij 

. - -- :- _ ;"I"'"'?':"':=:, . •. . . ~7.,1~--~- -~--~ •• ,m,,;r.,a~"-~---~-~--~-~-=-'""'"""··~-'-'·· =-. = --====-"'· ~-~--~--~--~--- -· · ----> -=- -=- · ir.m=r:r:".""P.;,...:.~ ,..,....,.:....::_~g 
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- -~·:..:...-- . 
. ···-=- .!, 

could ; g 

d::ive arr autor.!obilo oz not.? Thora l1a;; ~ccn a conilict in tha·::. in 

£;Jr. Rankin . They c.lai::n he n~var coulci c.1r i ~.r.s ~n au·C.o~obile . 

Paino~ s ca:c ,met ho got along all right · bt,:i.: i ·i.: wa3 juzt a. very 

p:r.olirnina:cy. 

Son. Russell. . ~fao cli:ivo him c1c,·m -co l-:e::dco? 

Rop. Boggs. !re tiant on a buo, dian~ -c he? 

Ee wan·c 01112 ~-my on ~ buo. 

The Chair.mm. Ona way on a bus ·. 

Son. RuszclL I though\: h-3 wan\: do,m on bus and cara::i irnck 

s ·C.ayed dc;m 'Chore . Tltat. is o:ns of tho curious t1'1ingo abou't: i ·t. 

Rap ., Boggo. I :.:0.id tha.·c in son:o report: . 

son. Rusn:Jll. I did, too. 

San. cooper. m,at a.bou·c thEJ Paino· s, is an;.•i:hi..-i.g c:ovcloping I 
cllou·;; '.:hem? 

tllx. Ran:-dn. Well, \ ·10 asked f'o:i: a full bac!:gzound rcpo:r~ on 

re--r· .. .. 

i 
l 
{ 
;, 
' 

t11d 
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Paine I r., ;;mc1i'.:. a vc;;;~l ct•.:.-:ious 

sc,:ici:y, 

famiiy, 

said 

he:;:' zo sho could kiGJcome more p:co;l:icicrri:. in s9caking I:'!.us:.Jia,1, 

Socie·i;y of, I -chink, 11 members. 

Yes, sixr and thc:::c mis no inclicai:ion 

son. Russell. Wh.osa father? 

c;;rand-

mother is ·around ana she 

1-tcs .. Young, 

family • 

. Mr. Ranldn. 

B1ing frcm them for food or lodging or an~i:11ing, 

·i::o lcnr:n wht:ri: sJ'!G could al:ou·i: Ruszia..,., 

Sen. Ruasell. Osi,.,ald said i:hs sa~ i:hing along th<l·c line .. 

I :.=eud som<:ri:hing along 'i:::110 lim1 • · 

£,'.Ir. Runkin. Sha seemed i:o be :i:ond of Om•1<1la' 6 li'c'i:le girl 

Juno, they .-.1;:o·i:e a number of lcti:ers in \·faich sho \·1ro·i:o bad; and 

wan·t::cd ·co aend hcz 1ovo ~o ~ho li-c:i:.lo girl. She \1C..'"l.t: c:cw.i to t!cw 

orlanns cind hrough-t r.1arina back. 

son. :r..usseil. l.s she living alone in t!1is placs? I 
l 

I 
i 

--- --- ------ . -----·. -----------·· -·· ·----- ---- .. -·-··- ·---·----------·- ··- ~ -~--~·--- - -·~- -·-·--·-~---1 
! 
j 
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Yes. 

-tion. 

no-c muchholp ·i:hc:i:o, and yt;!t it is dil::Eicul·t 'i:o bolieve th.i·c i:t-10 

~,:ome:u t;ould havo this gun in a blan1;e·c in i:ha co:cno:.: o:Z a c;::ir<1ge 

i 
i ·:.: ~1Z?a or ~-.,heth~! 

I 
! 

l1e "i:.oc1; ii: oui:. sou1o'Cimcs ~nc1 b~ough·C it. back, and, o2 cou:;:so, ·chare] 
i 

a:;:o a good rnnny stories about his practicing ~;1ith a CJUn, you !mo•.:1,. 

a:::-ound various r:!.:cle rangas and so for·i.:h. 

We hava chcd:!alci those oui:, and none of thora stand up ai: all. 

We hava gone ove:i= c1ll o:f that to ·i.::::-y -i:.o :Eru:i ou·t tii1ero he could 

aver gain the ··proticienc::l tha·i.: he c1ppci:contly hc1d in 'i:liis choo'.:ing 
.. ~ .. 

that- ,,ias c1ona. 

Tho Chairman. rra was a sh~i:.pshootor in t:110 Harinas. 

Nr. NcCloy. In ·.::11.c l~;:ino Corps? 

Hr. R,mkin. Yos. 

Hr. HcCloy. Tha'i.: is al::>ovc the oz-dinacy. 

Nr. Rankin. Eui: thaI: is quii:e aways boler» expert. 

The . C'aairrnan. !1arksman is a.;,e:i:age, but 
""'';:l.6==11~~,...., 

4<-!~ ...... ..aiw 

shclrpshcob:ar i~ above i 

., 
-- - -·-·· -~-- ·- ~ .- . --·-· ·-·-··· · .. -· ···------- ·- ·. --- · --- - ------- ···- ·-- ----~---·-- ···--·-----~--..,-. ..,. :, 

r, 
·; 
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Sen. 

I 
l 
I 
2 
< 
?. 

' ~ 
~ 
~ 
i 
i 
I 

I 
! 

! 
Tli.a C11~irm~11. T!1ank !fOU, Senrrco:-c, 1:02: co!·,:ln~t. i 

Loo, you p::::o'b21bly coulc,1 1 ·t: get into ·chc Ruby a:Efai::: .::n:1,,·1ay ·i-1:.~J 
night, could you? 

Thazc 

-~--- "' 

io a ·t:z-cmmdous bulk of mQ·i:cri.:::1 on i ·c. 
! 
I 
' ' 

Rep. Bogg:::. Could :you gi<;Ze us jus·i; a quici;: cynopsis o:E i-;;;? .q --=-, 
th:-. P.c1n1~in. App'3:?:cr,.tly · Rµby wns born i~1. c~-iic~go, aTic1 af·Co2~ 1 

. I 
sorao yoars he we:n·t: ·i:o ·i:he Was·:: Coacri.:., Los nngola:::, and ·c,1an he i 

i 
ca7tta b2ck ·Co Chicago, end ha cl1a11gad his n~~G?, a11cl ·Cha11 hG i·ient to } 

o;1e 

Ee hmi all 

Dt..1100 .. :m:i never got ·co jail, did he? 

~nc1 ·c.hon hi.> 
i 
' l 

~ 
! ; 

l 
i 

r~:r. ~nidn. No, ho paio . a sina 11 · fine on one o:::- i:;t·10. Thazo arc ! 
I 

! 
st.o.rios ~bout. hiti being a homosc.xual, and tho:;o don'·c. pan ou·c as I 

j 
far ati any r<:1al proof, bu·i: i:c scerr.s ·i:o bo vai:y cu:.:xcmt. ~hi.>.ra a:;::-a I 

. :· l 

Ellso all kinds o:i: :::.rco:cm 8'/Jou·i: his gi.r1:. azi~ s-c.ript.aazo gi:cls c::nd 

sor,,..o s ·i;oz-ios 'i:ha·l: Ila is a bise:r.uc1l. 

TherG ii.n ~ ·i: any qua st.ion hui:: whai: ho . plo!' .... ,Cd ·co go dct-m to 

Cuba, and he did, ,md tho story was that it u.:is in regci:cd ·co a:i:rea- 1 . . I 

--.:TJf""'7'\t7"~ 
, -z=~a z .__ 

I 
I 

-·-----------···----------------·-------------·--~-------------·-... -..----~---1 

I 
. --c:=.i: • j 
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Yeo. 

Y.os .. 

m::. Rankin. 1lo, I am no·c. I hod 

209 

I 
. l 

·:=1 
~ 
~ 
1 

my rccolloction is ·.:hat 
~ 

i ·C t·;as ona o:C "C!1e s·C.or:b s t·ius ·t:h:ri:. · ilo t:1c1s i 
' ·c.o ·.:z:y to sell gun:; and ammuni·cion ·co C.:?s"i::co, -that is ~ 

'Cfl..G ~-Jay - :- · ~ 

Tho Chuh:m,m. Ancl jeeps. 

Yeo, ancl jeeps. 

!,Sr. 

·Ghc r,:onoy on ol:hm: 

/ 

l:inc1s o:2 

j 
! 
' ; 
J 
! 
j 

l 
i 
I 

:!.S no G~rpl:Jnai:.ion of \·1har0 ~ ; 

I 
' 1 

he ~-:~s i:ho;;c, wha'i.: ha c1id, or i~ho 11is co:iu~~ci.:.ionS ~-,era. Hs had 

l 

I 
al.1 kinds of cor"'"'~cc·i:ion::f wi'i:h -che minor und:2.r,·10:.:ld, I ·chin:. :you 

wculd call i'i:, in .Dallas ancl Chicago, 'bu·c. • 

I 
appa:cc::rt that. any _of 'l!hc importa11·c r:ioop:!.a in i:ho ll.'1de:n1orld ·would • 

have given him any consida~a~ion at all QS far as bein~ a part 0£ ) 
l 
I 

Uo;·1, ii: 1;;ould seem that ho migh'i: hc;vc -- 110 migh-e bo the kine; 
! 

o·F po:i;son ·i;hcy mlgh"i; try to µ.se. E'.e was a h<Jbi-c:uo appc::.:-cnt.ly of thJ 

I 
! r:>olico D3p.:>ri:u:cn·c, ancl wa:J ablo -co go ·i;o ,my f<}r\: of ii.: at any 
l 

~ir.-,a, ancl -they k .. "1.G,'1 him. I t•ms sur~ised · at tho confa;:oncs. wa had I 
! had , 

·,;ho lineup, ho waa in ·che soma :::oor::. Tha·c I had! 
~,.,..-2-a.- I 

J 

- --· · -·-·- - - --·---·-- ·--~-- - ··--·- --· -··- ·----··.-~- ----- . .. --··- - -- --·---- ,---------·-- - ·---------· 
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evo:;: i:un of roo:::i, 

:for ·che lineups, ·co se;10 if they could be 

t-.~1.;J.dn o ·;; ·.;hGy i;.ake Oswnld to 'i:ho sick, c.,·;ay :E:::o:.i tho sc:;:c:cn so 
·:. 

as well as he 1mct-, all ·cha police :9cople, 

to him. 

clo:::, and -chen R\.l.by wane cl'.·c, and 

o~i:iccs ot ·.:ha police, and si:lid ·ch.ii: ·chc TV :;;i;;a·cion i·;n..,:i::ca to 'i:alk l 

·c.o him on · -;;110 -i:/33.Qphonc. I 
i
i. A.3)p<:Jrcmt:ly .h,::i had called tho TV stu·cion and ·cold ·chem ·c::lrnt 
l 

t·J~uc w@s i::11.cro, nnd ·they said call h".im ·co -i;ha i::cler:'i2ona an:cl t..-a wil~ 

I 
i 
i 

p.i:;:"i:iculnrly impo;:·ccinc, you will bo in·ccrcs·,cd in i'i: ~:.:o,a "i:ho s-.:.imi 
i 

poi~Tl: o_ f p:cc~c:.U·,a·i:cd action o:r. his p:::i:r·i:, l::Gcc1uce "i::hi~ m1s j 

I -.;his ia a clc1y and a hal:;; beforehand, ancl llo ,:,ms ·i:r1orc, am1 shc;:r.?d · 

I
I hut t·Iac!e dccsn 3 'i: 

. i 
conoidGr~ 

"' ' 
no m-iirt:ozi·cy a·c all arc th,rc tim:a, · bui:. a:rnund 

i 
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!:tc • nc:111.kin. · Yes • 

son. Coop,a:;::. 'l'hero h.:isn 1 -i:: ,myi;hing 'been dova loped ·i:o oho,:1 

Thci::-a is no shov1ing of coru1ec·cion, ·i:I1ore is 

a:i:·ound 'i.:'ho join'i:s that Ruby h.;!cl, oi"i:her. It is possible thi:;ri: ha 

coulc1 hc:vc in ca:;:lic.;:o days l:lo1ore he G'i!cr '"'cni: ·i:.o P-.uszi.::i, and that 

hove l::cen o lon.g :cimo 1::Gfore. 

r-11::. Rc:mki.n. E8 dic1n~t. have -cho incorr:c i:o do it very o:i:·i;cn~ 

£.~. r!!cCloy. f1i:! acarnod ·~o have ga-cho~ed up .i co!?s5.dorab1.:i 

arnoi.:mi: o:i: income :i:ro.:1 -chat a;;t.ic1c f:::'O:ll ·i:ima ·i:o ·i:ime. H~ had 

$.1135 • . wo know he· h<1c1 $150, plus $,135. t-Ja know ha hzic1 ca:i::i:az-c to 

Rap. Boggz. I must go, ~oo, ?-iz:. Chei:i: Jus'i:ice. 

Nr. Dulles. t·ihen do you want another mse·i:ing, · 21::'. Chairman. 

no you have any idea? 

lot. you know as seen ~s wa :pick up something ·cha·c s1"1ould chilllengo 
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r..cp. Doge;:::. 

!E.. !~cc lay .. 

Hr. Dulles. yes. 

~.JJou·c -che · meeting l'li-ch 'i:hc CI.i\ and tho FBI ana 

"chat mcGiting up? 

The Chairrnnn. Yes, · I will co i ·c. 

11.1.1 .:ight, gon·clemon,· -chank ~·ou. · 

(tfocreupon, a'i; 5: 50 a• clock p. m., -.:ho P.:c siden-c • s Cc:::miz2io:n 

V. 

~ 
?i 
0 

··--.. -.. ·--····------.. ---·--··--- -~· j 
I • I 
~ 
~ 

_:.,=,,,.--...;"".,.~ · · __ ·_. · _. ? 



Attaclunent 5 Supplemental Lesar Affidavit C.A. 77- 0692 

.:-f¥-~~~:-, 
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1/22/64, 5:30 - 7:00 P.H. 

Gentlemen: 

I calle~ this I:?eeting of the Co:nmission because of so:.iething that 

developed tcday that I thought every m2!:lber _of the Co:!l::li.ssion should have 

. knowledge of, so;:iething that you shouldn't hear froa the public before you 

had an opportunity to think about it. I will just have ~1r. R.awkin tell y~u 

the story from the begirL~ing. 

Mr. R.awkin: Hr. Hagner .Carr, the Attorney General of Te=s, called= 

at 11:10 this IJorning and said that the word had cooe out, he wanted to get 

· it to me at the first mooent, that Oswald was acting .as an F3I wnderco,er 

Agent, and that they had the infor.:iation of his badge which ,.;es given. as 

NUii!ber 179, and that he was b e ing paid two hundred a ll:onth irc;:i Septenber 

of 1962 up through the time of the assassination. I asked 1-:h.:;.t the source 

of this 1-ras, and he said that I1e cnderstood the infon:ation nad been l!!ade 

available so that Defense Couc.sal for Ruby had that info=ation, that he 

knew that the press had the infor.oation, and he didn't kr..o~ exactly where 

Wede had gotten the inforr::aticn, but he was a fon::er FBI Agent. 

That they, that is, Wade before, had said that he h2.d sufficient so 

that he was willing to =ke the ·statement. 

Ford: WadP. i s? 

A: The District Attorney. 

Ford: Carr is·· the Attorney General. 

Boggs: Right, of Texas. 

Rawkin: I brought that to the attention. of the Chief Justice ir..!!ediately, 

and hn said that I should try to get in touch ~ith Carr and ask hiD to bring 

Wacle up here, a.nd he 1;oulcl be willing to 1:1eet 1;ith !1::.::i any ti:::e today . or 

tonight to find cue: w;1at was the basis of this sto::y. 

f~~.,;~-:;::~. j; 
:.;.::: ~:' -"· . _. ... .. .. ' ...• ..! 

I tried to get Carr 

HORE 

~ I 
i ! 

1 1 

I I 
! 

l 
i 
I 

I 
.l 
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and he was out campaigning in Texarkana and so forth, and so it took 'us quite 

a while to get back to hi!:i and taL\ to him. I just got tr.rough talki.,g to 
him and he told me the source of the information was a Re:::ber of the press 

who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an undercover agent, 

but he ncw•is coming with the infon.:ation as to his particular mmber a.,d 

the aoount he was getting and the detail as to the tiEe when the pay;::ents 

started. Wade said he as well as him did not know the name of the infomant 

but he could guess who it was, that it was given to his assistant, and he was 

sure that he knew, and ha said he was trying to check it out to get core 

definite information. Carr s·aid that he could bring Wade in sone tbe the 

first of the week, but in light of the fact that it was this ~n of the press 

and that they did not think it would be broken by the press i.E::adiately, 

although there had bean all. kinds of stories down there but Carr said there 

were some 25 to 40 different stories about this being ~ha case a~onishi~g · the 

press themselves, but th{s was the first ti:ae that he get sooething definite 

· as to how they were handling it or ho-:. it c?uld be handled by hinself, But 

I was concerned ·of an undercover agent. He thought that the press would not 

bring the story without some further proof, and they are working on that llOW, 

he said. So he thought that if he brought Wade back on Honday or Tuesday, 

that that would still take care of any ll!ajor probls.; When ha first told us, 

he said the press had it and he was fea'.~ful because. he hadn't .even gotten 

this from Wade. He got it from another cian that the press wocld bri~g it 

before we could know about it and the Co=ission would be asked all kinds 

of questions without h.:i.ving infoniation about it, Now he said Wade told 

him th~t the FBI never keeps any records of n.?..:Jes. 

Mr, Iloggs: l.ade is the District Attorney for Dallas County? 

P.awkin: That is right. 
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Q: And the other can, Carr, is the Attorney General? 

A: That is right. 

Q: And the other people who have knowledge of this story? 

. ( 3. 

A: He indicated that the press do~,-n there had knowledge of this story, 

and that the infor.:!ation ca:::e from so~e informant who was a press repre

sentative, and he, that is, Wade, could. guess who it was but his assistant 

knew and he ~ever asked him. They were trying to get more explicit inforr...ation. 

A: Lee, wou~d you tell them? 

¥.r. Dulles: Who were you talking with when you got this information, 

Wade hit:lSelf? 

A: I was talking with Carr. 

Boggs: There is a denial of this in one of these FBI records, as you 

know. 

A: Yes. 

Cooper: In this file we had yesterday, one of the lawyers for this 

fellow who claims to represent --

Boggs: Thornhill, I think. 

Cooper: Oswald or one of thea, Rcby, told about this, do you recall it, 

he said it was being rucored around. 

Rawkin: Yes, it was being ru::iored th.:at he was an undercover agent. Now 

it is so~ething that would be very difficult to prove out. There are events 

in con-:.ection with this that are curiou:;, in that they might make it possible 

to check soce of it out in til:le. I assu::e that the FBI records would never 

sho,1 it, and if it is true, and of coi.rse we don't know, but we thought 

you should have t~e info!1:lation. 

A: Lee, would you tell the i:;entle!!!en the circucstances u:ider ·~;hich 

this story was told? 

A: Yes, l>'hen it was first ·bccup:ht:: ·:·::o·· ·~/ attention this n:ornin~ 
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Boggs: What tice was this, Lee? 

A: 11. 10. 

Boggs: That is after the Ruby episode of yesterday? 

A: That is right. 

Q: Yes. 

. ( 4. 

A: And }Ir. Carr said that they had used· this saying before the Court: 

that they thought they knew why the FBI was so willing to give some of 

these records to the Defense Counsel, and they were ing to the 

Defense Counsel being able to get the records and asking . the Court to 

rule that they couldn't g~t: thcl!l. 

Q: That is, t:he District Attorney was? 

A: 7hat is right, and he said a nur.:ber of these records were furnished 

by the Texas authorities, and that they should not be given up to the i:~fense 

Counsel, and that the reaso::. he thought that they were so eager to help r.uby 

was because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undercover agent and 

had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred a oonth 

and so forth, and that was the way it was explained. as hi.s justification to the 

Court as a basis for deter-=ir.ing the records and that that was the excuse the 

FBI, the reason the FEI had for being so eager to give the records up. Tnat: 

is the way it was developed. Now··Hr. Jaworsld, who is associated with the 

Attorney General .working on this matter was re:;,orted to you before, and 

, story~ I don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworski 

and he said he didn't think Wade would say anything like this unless he had 

so~e substantial inforoation back of it, and thought he could prove it, because 

he thoubht it would ruin nany in politics, in Texas, to be making such a 

clai;:i, and then have it shown that there was nothing to it • 
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Boggs: No doubt about it, it would ruin many. 

5. 

r 

A: And Jaworski is an able lawyer, mature and very · cc::?etent. We have 

co:n:,lete confidence in him as a person. trow that is the evaluation of the 

situation. 

Ford: 'He hasn't cade any investigations himself? 

A: No, he has not. 

Ford: Was Wade or anyone connected with Wade? 

·A: No. · 

Dulles: Talking about Story, just a few minutes ago just tellin3 h:b I 

wasn't going to be down in Texas, I had told him I ~;as gobg to be do·,-n at 

the time, he didn't indicate that he had anything of any i~portance on his 

mind. Maybe he won't offer it to him _obviously. 

Rawkin: I don't know that it was evtn brought to hi s attention. 

Dulles: I don't believe it was, now. Of cou~se, he is not in the hiererc~y. 

A: Well, I think they were planning on telling the Attorney General and 

Jaworsk:i,. 

Ford: How long ago did they get a feeling that there · was so~e . subst.;nce to 

the rumors that apparently had been~ I just asstzad, and I didn't ask the!:! 

that, that C.1rr called ~e and see!!!ed to be in a catter of great urgency at 11:10 

this morning, and that he was fearful that they would bring in· the papers 

before we would even-get to know about it, and t:hat .- is the way he was talking 

and acting about it, 

Cooper: He felt there was ••• He didn't know the nace of the info=ant? 

A: No, he did not. 

Q: What then would lead him to think it had Sl!bsto.nce? 

A: \foll, he said that the reacon he thought it: ::iight have substcince i.es 

because Wade had heard these ru~ors constantly, 

- ~ 

and his assistant had gotten 
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this info=ation fro:n the informant as to a definite bade nu:iber, ,mi' the 

amount and the date. 

Cooper: How would you test this kind of thing? 

A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establish the 

fact in it.' I a;n confident that t;he FBI would never ad.r:it it, and I presl!!:le 

their records will never show it, or if their records do show anything, I 

would think their records would show some kind of a nur::ber that could be 

assigned to a dozen different people according to how they wanted to describe 

them. So that it seeraed to me if it truly happened, he did use postal bo~es 

.practically every place that he went, and that would be an ideal way to '"'" o--

money to anyone that you 'Wanted as an undercover agent, or anybody else that 

you wanted to do business that way with without having a.'1.y particular trans

action. 

Ford: There might be people 1.-ho would see what was going on wi th that 

particular box , because the postal authorities do 'Watch, they have ~eans of 

'Watching in many places that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as 

to what ·they are doing in these boxes, and they can wa tch the individuals that 

are going in and out. They do that only ~hen they have an occasion to be 

suspicious, but they might, in watching for somebody particularly, they 

might also see other things that they. just have to note. !h~t is a possibility. 

Dulles: What was the ostensible .mission? I mean whe:-. they hire so::ei::ody 

they hire so~ebody for a purpose. It is either. Was i t to penetrate the 

Fair Play for Cuba Ccomittee? That is the only thing I can think of where 

they might have used this man. It would be quite ordinary for oe because 

they are very careful about the acents they use. You would:i't. pick up a 

·fellow like this to do an agent's job . You have got to ~a tch out for your 
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agents. You have reo1lly got to know. Sometimes you make a .iistake • 
. . • . ,, 

·'. 

Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both the elecents. of 
the Co:,:;:iunist parties. I Eean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites 

and with the others. This was a strange circu:.1stance to me. 

Dulles: But the FBI get people right inside you k.:ow. They dor.'t need 

a person like this on the outside. The only place where he did any at all 

was with the Fair Pl.ay for Cuba Committee. 

Boggs: Of course it is conceivable that he may have been brought back 

froo Russia you }~,ow. · 

A: If he was in the e.cploy frcm 1962, September 1962; up to the ti~e 

of the assasination, it had to start over in Russia, didn't it, because 

·· didn •r he get back in Febru:;.ry? When did he get back here fro::i Russia? 

A: I think it was February; .Februa r y of this year. 

Q: Of '62. Was it of '62? 

A: Oh yes, that is right, it was '62. 

Dulles: They have no facilities, they haven' .t any people in Russia. 

They Eay have so::ie people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of 

their own in Russia. 

A: Yes. 

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have so~e people; 

· soc:etimes A.r.ericen Co=unists who go to Russia under their guidance and 

so forth and so on under their control. 

Cooper: Of course there are ru.nors all around Dallas, of course the 

FBI is acquanited with rucors too. 

A: One of the stran:;;e things that happerred, and it . may have no bearing 

on this ·at all, is the fact that this c.:;.n who is a defector, and who was 

under observation at le::!st b:, the Fn~.•. _they- say they saw hir.l frequen~ly, could 
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walk about the I=igration Office i:i ·. · Orleans one day :ind coc:e ou·t{ the 

next day with :1 passport that pe:n.iit~ , ~ him to go to Russia. Fro~ my. ~bser-

vations of the case that have come -.~ us, such passports are no:: passed out 

with that ease. 

Dulles1 Mr,, I think you are w"rong on that. 

A: I could be. 

Dulles: Because the passports are issued valid for an;~vhere except 

specified countries. There is a sta.?Ip as I recall that says not good for 

Cot'.:;iunist China, North Victnao; and so forth, For a fong tfue they had on 

the sta~p not good for Hungary. But any. Anerican, .practically any klierican, 

can get a passport that is good for anywhere. An Azerican can travel and 

Russia is one of the countries that you can· now travel to. · 

A: Well, caybe you Ca:\, 

Dulles: You can get the.;n quick. 

A: I tlunk oi.= General Counsel and I both have some experience in cases 

that have come before our Court which would indicate that that isn't exactly 

the fact, 

Dulles: I think in the State Department. , , 

A: They have great di=ficulty, so~e of then, in getting a passport to 

go to R•.issia • 

• ··Boggs: Particularly for someone who has any Co=unist 

A: Oh, yes. 

Dulles: Is there any evidence the State Department has · that record in 

the files? I don't think that record has ever turned up. 

Cooper: They admitted there wasn't any. 

A: What record, that he was a defector? 
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Dulles: Yes, I don't think the State Departraent or in the Passport 

Bureau, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Pass;iort offices. 

That is one of the things we ought to look into. 

A: The State Depart;;;ent knew he was a defector. Tney arranzed for ho::i 

to come back, 

Dulles: But it don't get passport files or the passport records. 

They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports. They have their own 

particular systeo. • 

A: Yes • . 

Dulles: They don't run arou,"ld from til!le a man co;::ies in. If ·they don I t 

find any clue, and they don't according or our record here they don't find 

any uarning clue in his file -- they should have a I:arnin; clue in his file 

but as I recall they don't. 

Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they had not supplied the 

warning. 

Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its o~-n ussually go around 

and inquire. They wait until it is assigned there. Then they follow it up. 

Cooper: This r;,.ay be off the point a bit, but as I re-read the report, 

the chronology cf the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that he had gone to 

Texas. They learned free }!rs. Payne: they knew where :-:rs. Oswalk was living. 

They talked with her. They kn.?w where he was working. 

Boggs: Sure • . That is all in· the file. 

Cooper: I know that. I say they knew where he was working. 

Boggs: I am sure you went over that caterial that we received a few · 

days ago. You will fin<l the report from th~ FBI dated b3ck last su:::.::!er, 

and ;;;onth::; bafora that ancl then u.on~hs after that, .;hy some .1:;ent would 
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Cooper: Sure. 

A. I think it was in October. 

Ra\.'kin: They had a report on raany, they had an agent go and see him 

when he wa~ in prison. 

Boggs: In New Orleans? 

A: In New Orleans. 

Q: Right. 

A. And he lied to th= before the police. He said his wife was a Texas 

girl, and he married her in Te:,:as, and a whole string cf stuff, and in Dallas 

they had a · report prior to that .that was definitely contrary to it. 

Boggs: The fellow Butler, who works for the ·profit organizations that 

·nr. Oxnard heads to disse.o.inate and tie Cotr..~unist propa6a~ca to Latin Ai::er-

ica, is the one who confronted h:io on ti;e streets in t;cw Orleans. I kmw 

Butler. He is ·a very fine young i:an. It was ••• Butler says that this ,.;as 

the first time that they established that he had been in Russia and that he 

had defected at one tice and then returned : You have that undoubtedly in your 

files, that file, that tape that was i;iade and borrowed in }!ew Orleans? 

A. Yes. 

Boggs: Of course on that tape~ I listened to that tape he gives 

the normal Co::i::iunist line, reaction to eve~ything. 

A: That is right. 

Q: The sa!a!e old stereotyped- ans1;er? 

A: Yes. 

Cooper: How ·do you propose to meet this situation? 

Boggs: This is a serious thing. 
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A: I thou3ht first you should kno,1 about it. Secondly, there is this 

factor too that a consideration, that is soccwhat an. issue in this 

case, and I suppose you are all aware of it, That is that the FBI is very 
. 

explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assa·ssin, and they are very 

explicit that thei·e was no conspiracy, and ·t_hey are also saying in the sa::ie 

place that they are continuing their investigation, Mow in my experience of 

a _lt!lost · nine years, in the first place it is hard to get the:a to say when you 

think you have got a case tight enough to convict so:aebody, that that is the 

person that co=itted the cri;;:e, In my e:-:perience with the :FBI they don't 

do that. They claim that they don't eveluete, and it is uuifon:i 

prior e:iq>erience that they don.'t do that. Secondly, they have not run out 

all kinds of leads in Mexico or in Russia and so forth which they could 

pr9bably - - It is not onr bus.iness, it is the very 

Dulles: Ifnat is that? 

A: They haven't run out all the leads on the information 

and they could probably say -- that isn't our business. 

Q: Yes. 

A: But they . are concluding that there can't be a conspiracy uithout 

those being run out. Ucw that is not from cy experience_ with 

the FBI. 

Q: It is not. You are quite right, I h.ive seen a gr-:at .:any rc?o::ts. 

A: Why are they so eager to c~ke both of those conclusions, both in. 

the original report and their experimental report, which is such a departure. 

?low that is just circu:nstantial evidence, and it don't prove anything al:ouc 

this, but it r ·aises questions. We have to try to find out .:h:it tl,ey h:1va to 

say that 11ould give any support to the story, and report it to you. 
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Ford: Who would kno-:. if anybody would in the Bureau have such an,: 
.! 

arrangement? 

A: I think that there are several. Probably Hr. Bel::ont would know 

every undercover agent. 

Q: Belmont? 

A: Yes. 

Q: An inforEer also would you say? 

12. 

A: Yes, I would think so. He is the special security, of the divi·sicn. 

Dulles: Yes, ·I know. 

A: And he is an able man. But when the Chief Justice and I were just 

briefly reflecting on this we said if that was true and it ever came out and 

could be established, then you would have· peopla thL:.k that t;;ere was a 

conspiracy to accompl ish this assassination t hat nothing the Co:::z;:ission 

did ' or anybody could dissipate. 

Boggs: You are so right. 

Dulles: Oh, terrible. 

Boggs: Its :implications of this are fantastic, don't you think so? 

A: Terrific. 

Rawkin: To have anybody admit to it, even if it: was the fact, I aa 

sure th?t there wouldn't at this point be anything tc p_::ove it. 

Dulles: Lee, if this were true, why would it be. particularly in their 

'interest-~ I could see it would be in their interest: to get rid of this 

man but why would it be in their interest to say he is clearly the only 

gui_lty one? I mean I don't see tr.at argument that you raise particularly 

shows an interest. 

Boggs : I can ic:.:::ediately 

A: They would like to have us fold up and quit. - .. ,... __ ., , .... · ?-!ORE ;:'.··., -~:-.. --"""'""._- -... -... -;,__ -
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