
  

    

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 

OF JUSTICE. ETAL, 

Defendants 

AFFIDAVIT OF HUGH W. STANTON, JR. 

Now comes the affiant, HUGH W, STANTON, J8., duly elected 

_ and sworn District Attorney General in and for the Fifteeath Judicial 

Circuit for the State of Tennessee, 

That on October 21, 1976, after having the attached subpsena served 

on me, requesting my appearance before the Federal Grand Jury in 

Memphis, Tennessee, and to bring with me all documents, listed on 

pages two (2} and three (3), all of which area part of the investigative file 

surrounding the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the arrest 

of James Earl Ray; all said documents having been submitted to the Office 

of the District Attorney General oy members of the Mernphis Police 

Department, I made availasle to Mr. james F, Walker, a representative 

from tae Department of Justice, the subpoenaed documents. His signature 

appears on page three /3) of said subpoena as having received copies 3£ 

tas 

  

attentiog that these documents are now subject 

to the Freedom Information Act a request for which is the subject matter 

of tais litigation.   
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Since being swarnas District Attorney General in March, 1974, 

the confidentiality of the entire investigative file has been oreserved. 

Only under a Court Order have any documents or evidence been removed 

from the said file. The records withia my dffice reflect that only on 

three (3) occasions have such Orders been executed and honsred, these 

being: (1) the attached subpoena, (2) subpoena for certain evidence 

and documents to be made availanle at an evidentiary hearing conducted 

in the United States District Court for the Western District of Tennessee, 

(3) House Select Committee on Assassinations. 

To my knowledge, prior to becoming Dis 

eat . 
, AG Wh "1974, the former District Attorney General, Phii 

YW. 

hu wh initiated the same practice in protecting the confidentiality 
\y! 
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\ : 
v \ investigative file. 
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Never has it been, nor never was it intended that ii Giocamsenly 

released to Mr. Walker be made public. In all due respect to the 

  

Department of Justice and their representative, I refused to release the 

requested documents to Mr. Walker without a Federal Court subpsena. 

Had there been no concern over the confidentiality of these documents, 

I would not have requested a Court subpsena. 

In reviewing the attached list of documents, it is noted that all 

documents were compiled by local law enforcement 2dfficers {Memphis 

  

re Police Department) and submitted to the District Attorney Genera! to be 
t . 5 . 

7\) 

\ 5, solely usedyin preparing and prosecutii es 
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o\ve 
Further, I note in these documents that names 9f private citizens appear 

= Oe Vege . - . : 
\ ow” within these documents, therefore, ! feet thar | would be betraying the 

\\ , : 
\ UR? . : Sigs di. agit : 
\ " trust and confidence of these citizens who) cooperated witn members of 

the Memphis Police Department 5y furnishing their names and pertinent 

information to the investigation, if I did not sbiect to their names being 
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made public, and the pertinent infarmation being kept confidential for 

any further prosecution if ever needed. 

Therefore, as District Attorney General for the Fifteenth 

Judicial Circuit of Tennessee, i respectfully request that all documents 

released to Mr. Walker on October 21, 1976, be kept confidential and 

not released, 
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Aka pHhtstten / 
HUGH W. STANTON, IRM 

District Attorney General 

Fifteeath Judicial Circuit of Tennessee 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF SHELBY 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of May, 1978, 

at Memphis, Tennessee. 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. 
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NOTARY PUBLIC 

  

My Commission Expires: 

May 1, 1979 

 



  

  

Britten States Biestrict Court 
. ' FOR THE . 

WESTERN DISTRTCT OF TENNESSEE 

—_>—_—_ 

To Hugh Stanton, Attorney General in and for Tennessee's 
Fifteenth's Judicial District, or his disignated 
representative* 

You are hereby commanded to appear in the United States District Court for tha Yestera 

  

District of Tennessee at 1058 Feteral Building in the city of 

Memphis onthe gch yf November 196 2 9:39 o'clock aM. to 
a . . vter aut 1 

testify before the Grane Jury and bring with you the books, panars, records and 
documents relating to the James Earl Ray case detailed on the 
attached list, in your possession or under your dominion of 
control, directly or indirectly, officially or otherwise: 

(See Attached) 

“Designated and Qualified Representive being defined for these DUT 
poses as a person specially designed for the purpose of producing 
the records called for herein, who is feniliar with, and prepared to 
testify concerning these documents and their purposes and inter- 
relation in the conduct of your office's business end affairs, 
This subpcena is issued on application of the United States, 

Thomas F. Turley, Jr. ; ins 
United. States Attorney —~™ 
1953 Federal Building, Meaphis “Bee 
(521-4231) 

Dats ...QOctober...20.......cccc0. , 1976... by bo. p . JMeFron~ 

Deputy Clerk. * 
  

on > pe taqa th so na tet ire th roductl f ¢xeum fangidie this x 1, Siete Lie words ant nh dcigasted ta the Blank apace provided for that purpose Tt OF Smeementa or tangibie thingy, In which came the dorus 

RETURN 

P32 
: . - WM. Received this subpcena at PVE MGT S, CE - or. Cet 2 L, 7976 

and on OCH 24/976 at Mempn 4S , TAL © I served it cn the 
within named 7f Ja“ STANTON) ATTERNME Y GeWER AL. 
by delivering a copy to A/ 7, end-teadering*te—~——_ tha £62. for ene day's atterdance.and the mien 
allowed he lew ¥ aT ee 
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By_- 7 LOA Lo LOM ETE 

Service Fees sw 
Travel 3 
Services 

    * Peas and mileage need not be tendered to the witness uber seren 
or an officer or agency thereof. 28 USC 1825, or on hahalf of a def 
(Rale 17,5), Feseral Rules Criminal Procedure). 
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Grand Jury Subpoena 
“Hugh W. Stanton, Jr. 

Page Tyo 

si. Li. Statements - State v. James Earl Ra i ir UUs y : Sen peer pages 1400 to 1523. 

-2. Follow up Investigation of the Scene, : 
pages 3258 to 3282. Also loose attach- 

v ments contained in volumn,. 

3. James Earl Ray Supplements, Attorney 
General's copy, pages 1586 to 1772 

Supplementary Report, James Earl Ray, 

  

“ 4. 

pages 1524 to 1585. 

—5. Items from Volumn I of Memos and Letters 
from Citizens as follows: 

ye. Item No. 39, page 3179, re: 
telephone information regarding 

av C.B. Radio operator following 
ely white mustang. 

Vb. Item No. 54, page 3194, re: 
Information from William Hubbard 

\\ Austin regarding speeding white i 
mustang, i 

wu ¢. Tten No. 63, page-3205, re: Martin 4 
Luther King Investigation. 

i A | vd, Item No..i00, page 3256, re: detail 
mara ALY with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

a Mi (v April 3, 1968. 

(7 oh . 
1 oh le 6. Items from Volumn II of Memos and Letters 

Cup tees | From citizens as follows: 

  

| 
Item No. 129, pages 3313 to 3316, re: Ja. 

7, Information concerning citizens band ( Tal \e . . 
He radio conversation. 

Jb. tem No. 145, page 3333, re: 
Rev. Martin Luther King Murder 

   



\ CE OPE waar SOY RIES 
= Page- Three...     

m“ 8 § 

\ : / 

J fie Je. Items Nos. 180 and 181, pages 3375 

ge ? and 3376, re: latent fi ingerprints. 

id, Item No. 186, pages 3385 and 3386, 
re: Memo No. 145. 

7. (Items From Envelope Enclosures as follows: 

  

Ax 9 . + es . 
1 re 1 A. Item No. 1 re: Homicide Report. 

tf whi’ 
\ ‘AL > . . 

pdt le \ vb. Item No. 9, re: Location of Tact Units. 

e 
v¢. TIten No. 15 re: +retura of musteng to 

Memphis. . 

In answer to the attached subpoena, Barry H,Moore, Criminal 

Investigater, haying been designated by the District Attorney 
gly General for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of the State of 

Tennessee, appeared at.the cffice of the Federal District 
‘ Attorney General in Memphis, Tennessee, and produced the docu- 

vw ments set forth in the subpoena. 

The Office of the District Attorney General for the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit of Tennessee has complied with the attached 
subpoena and I haye received, into my custody, zerox copies of 

all documents listed within this subpoena, — 

This the 21st. day of Cctober,1976 

AYES F. TAUREN, 
Ar. U.S.DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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