
  

  

    

JAN 18 1979 

Mr. James H. Lesar 

1231 4th Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear Mr, Lesar: 

This is in reference to your request pursuant 
to the Freedom of Information Act for records pertain- 
ing to the review conducted by the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Task Force. 

As the Deputy Attorney General has advised you 
in his October 31, 1977 letter, you are to receive, in, 
addition to other appendix material, Exhibits 7, 8, 9, 
11 and 12 of Appendix A. Pursuant to your request, one 
copy of each of these documents is being sent to Harold 
Weisberg. 

Sincerely, 

Py} 
MICHAEL E. SHAHEEN, JR. 

Counsel 

cc: Harold Weisberg 
Old Receiver Road, Rt. 12 oo 
Frederick, MD 21701
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~ Kerstin trevor Fire, Sr : 
——— —   

  

Biereand Merkin Luther K Kiag, Jr., prominent integrationist 
wie Led tarssiinyortt Zn dontzomery, Alabama, and “sit-in demonstra- 

Weidocrs, * Inustiiean assacizted with Netiosal Association for the 
Advarctemerr of ColoreaBeople and Coneress of Racial Equality. Xing. 
hasispt Hee javesticom:d by the ee 

°. Nef 2 pA pres 6 gt 
iff, Exzean “files deveal: ane fadaked Socialist Workers Party 

(citudlidy Artorney Genesal) for support ef bus boycott; attended 
meetings 2¢ Proctressiwe Barty (cited by Subconmittee of Senate 
filiciary Comittee); sad was honorary chairman of Young Socialist 
League caagaryn on behaxz of victins of racist terror. 

e 

Rimyin “1950? 'S mentioned as aatential victim of assassin- 
N\sexver ylot with:in_l957_atuended Communist Raney t aining school, 

ds. Scaincn and rworte ly gave closing speech. yw President of 

.¢
 < 

Fi
 
Ma
na
s 

  

 



  ON el ee nt ets ee a ne tel a I Tee et a ee ee eg 

  

  

  

8ne 
oa ! Southam ce Aistiar ¢Tsaiersiitp Conference {to further Negro vote " i 

4 rey isigatiiar. aud. accvised "The CirkE Bichts Law...is meaningless 

Scere {wr OW mci make use oF Lr.* King thanked Benjamin- Bo 

[fees Jr..,,Corumunt si Party official, fer giving blood when he im 

  
wass iia a liispi wal following esseske. isc in 1960 indicated his 

suppor feur Commer eto Secere Jzstice for Morton Sobell (cited a, 

y ~“Hozsve Ginn i cee sor Un-American Activities (HCUA) as. communist 4 

ome) anliin [96ii ute articke 32 "Fme Nation" which called =. © “2-25 > 
for irtecertiom of “BI to help sees integration. King attended 3 = 

[meet aR sith imoeg yation Lenders an montgomery, Alabama, 5S- 21- él. 
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we, . oJ DeLoach 

Ta : tT. ? H. Belmons DATE: August 30, 196 = | tig s S eS eS 
. - Zz - 1 - Mr. Belmont Tei Faom :  Myz W. C, Suliljwan. . l= Mr. Sullivan jiitehee —— ye , . gt l= Mr. D.E.Moore — Gand — 

CGC d 1 = Mr. Baumgardner SSSBJECT: CO@MIUNIST PARTY, USA , 
| 7 NEGRO QUESTION_ ° : - C yoo | - 4 “ea . Coan Mi eg 1. we Pe 8g oC, . é 

_ Iteference iss mmle to.the énclosed material: on which the 
Director hax written: ‘his memo reminds me vividly of those I 

i. Yreveived whan Castro trom over Cuba’ ‘Yop contended then that Castro and vy - b2S cohortss. were not Camminists and not influenced by Communists. ‘Time: x ‘@done provest you wrong. I for one can't ignore the memos re King, 
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, (e) Gu. . et al as having only an infinitesimal 
&® effect on ‘Sle efforts ‘ip exploit the American Negro by the Communist 

YS ) . ‘Sie Director ts: correct. We were completely wrong about 
WS believing “he evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
< \ tet Fidel Gastro was mt a communist or under communist influence. On 
ENN iavestigating and writing about communism and the American Negro, we 
si had better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us) 

Gi;
 

: “Edo think ‘tiatt much of the difficulty ‘relating to the memorar 
dum rightl:y questionect ny the Director is to be found centered in the 
word "inflence," We # not have, and no Government agency or private ——— : - 

—— +. : Ovganizatics: has, any yerdstick which can accurately measure “influence” 
a this paxticular comzext, even when we know it does exist such as in 
te case of? the obviows influence Ca Q) 

( (OQ) ovesx Martin Litier King and King’s influéencé-dver Sther NEETs 
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sadevs.’ Personally, ZI leelieve in the light of King's powerful 
demagogic speech yestertay he stands head and shoulders over all other 
N2gro leaders put togetixer when it comes to influencing great masses of 
Negroes, Wea must mark ‘him now, if we have not done so before, as they 
mst dangerais Negro o- the future in this Nation from. Sine le tae 
Qif.communisia, the Negro aud national security. “ / 

e
e
 

4 ‘ . a REC- / A.A pts - ma Bk 
. . Oradeterminizg pembership of Negroes in the Commutz$S agty, 

DS werare.cist eonfronted sziitin the same problem. We do have here accurate 
yexdsticks sfor establisiimg membership. Of course, our standards are 
vety. exactirg; This means there are many Negroes who are fellow- 

SY travellers, sympathizers: mr who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly, 
~~ but ‘do not qaalify as members. These we must not ignore. The old :    
  

  

. commmnist prixe}ple stiza Salds: "Communism must ‘be, built with non- 
8 commnist han¢gs/" Theresexe, it may be unrealistic ‘to limit ourse'’vas as 
2 Ve have been /jodng to legalistic-proof or definitely conclusive - :uence 

lee ee te —-* “@ : 
‘we Enc? —! . ee ‘os ie ~ 7 . Cee Ge, ee ayp* looses L/L KEROX 7 . ; 

WCS s:h2814 djw mit 1% 485 ae 22 BEC 5.3957. / why 22S yet: 78 . ‘ x opt SHE * age : __ fat 3 oo / 

+ Bee meme, @ <a) : ° +e : ‘ e =o 

Clawified hy_4.9¢4 
Exormps from GDS, Category 2,3 
Date of Decluwsification Indefinite 

7579-77
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, Gubjectt and wideis disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorand 

9. 4 

 Merorandiu ffor Mr. Befmont -| e 
Re: COXMUAST PARTY ,» USa ‘ 

NECRO: QUESTION 3 <c. 

19063-75' : . . 

that would stand uy in testimony in court or before Congressional 

,committee:s that th: Communist Party, USA, does wield substantial 
Tueice: over Neguoes which one day could become decisive. Ca 4) 

‘The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
while :simring’ in ithe details the communist impact on Negroes, did 

-} suffer from such Limittations. - These limitations we will make every 
effort. to lift iimthe future. The great amount of attention this 
DLivisiim is givize tm communist activities directed toward the Negr 
should. erable us fo de this, . (uJ 

For a ig, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro - 
_commun:s% questim takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and 

Guring tite past “ew weeks four meh have been so occupied. Additionally, 
(1) spxeialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist 
Enfiltiation of “he Hegro; (2) menezsraphs have been written on the 

      

   

  

and rezorts; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli- 
gence 4nalysis to the communist plans xor the Negro March of August 28, 
1963, (149 copies: of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of 
the Government), ) mich material on the issue is given to Agents at 
In-Ser'nice; and (6) aa SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division 
now gi'xing the f'teld the benefit of what we learned from the Negro March 
on Was.tirgton ani issring instructions for increased coverage of _ 
"Seaman ists lima on the Negro. | a 

As ‘whes memorandum pointed ‘ont, "this Nation is involved in a 
Yorn off gxeial revolution and the tine ne has ever been so right for 
exploi: vation” “Of eke Negroes by _ communist _ propagandists. "Nineteen milli 
Négroe:s constitute the ¢ greatest single racial target of the Communist 

_ Party, USA. This is a sombre reality ze must never lose sicht of. (We 
, will des exerything possible in the troubslea ‘future to aeveiop ror the 

" Directcn wall availiable facts relating .to Negro membership in the Communi 
‘Party, ylus: the moze cemplex and diffi cvlt to ascertain influence 
i offcomminkst organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of 
j Negroes, ; Au 

  

: We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to 

what the Director tas a right to expect from our analysis. (u) 

RECOMMENDATION : 

  

Stor the information of the Director. ad Cu ) 
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vO : Mr. W. C. sani, ‘ DATE: September 16, 1963 
agit A 

i l-Mr.Belmont 
FROM : Mr. F. d. Baumgardnez, 1-Hr ,.Rosen i 

l-Hr.Casper 
© 47 To 1-Mr Sullivan 

SUBJECTS COMMUNI. El PARTY, USA. . 1-Mr.Bl-and 
NEGRO _QUESTION 1-Mr , Baumgardner 

COMMUNIS INFLUENCE EN BACIAL MATTERS l-lir.Morley - 
. INTERNA. SECURITY - COMMUNIST — l-Mr.Kleinkauf 

; , _ ze : l-Mr.Phillips 

This. memorandum recommends increased coverage of communist 

| Bree on _the kh Negro, fhe history of the Communist 3 Party, 1 uA 

(CEBSA), is. “wanlete “with its attemnts_to expto4t _iniimence and 
[ recpuit’ th the ‘Wegro, ‘the arch on Washington, 8-28-63, was a Striking 
éxumplG On suthr Communist activity as Party leaders ear ly put into 
motion effords to accrue gzins for the CPUSA from the March. Well- T\ 

documented isformation commerning the Party's influence on a principal 

Mauch leader, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is but an example. 

The2presence: at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging fron 

seuicral national functiosaries headed byiCPUSA General Secretary Gus 

Hatl, to many rank-and-file members, is Clear indication of the Party's 

fauorite target (the Hegre) today. _ ty 
ae tl 8 - 5 

line" and that the Party veil step up its efforts to exphit racial 

unizest and ia every possible way claim credit for itself relating to 

ani; "gains" :«ohieved by tha Negro. A clear-cut indication of the 

Pa;: ty's desiggs is reveaied in its plans to hold a highly secretive 

le:dership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal primsrily witi 

thezNegro sitmation, This. meeting is to be preceded by aiGus Hai] 

"hexnstormins" trip through key areas of the country to meet Paxty- 

pecate and tmis better prepare hihself for the November meeting: 

The entire field is being alerted to this eikuntiosin a a 

proyosed SAC ‘istter (attached). The field is being imstructed to ! 

int-msify our coverage of communist influencé on the Nézgro. by giving ), © S 

fulibst consicrration to the use of all possible investigative “Ae 

tectiniques. ‘imaddition, the £ield is :beingistold to intensify its j 

coverage of those communist fronts through which the Party channels \ , 

dts influence znd to intensify its investigations of the many Party\ ley ' 

members and duyes who engage an activities on behalf of the Party ae . 

in the Negro field. Further, we are stressing the urgent need for ! 

imagihative and: aggressive ‘tactics to be utilized through our Counter- 

intelligence Program--these designed to-attempt to neutralize or 

disrupt. the Parcty.! s activities in the Negro ficld. Necessity for 

prompithandling: of all facets of this mattcr to insure timely disscmi- 

natiornito the Dar nent and hel OFLA nteres tes egenster. is-—also being 

emphasined. i: 040 53 [Cir Zattoo 

100-3-14.G. ~ al . 2. oer LG 1962 

i - F40.4-76 (CEUSSA,: Negro | Question) Me, 

Enc (SFP itmj:ekw (LD) Fred —Nné COS peace 
Meter § 7 mtr TERT gore ay wee 

a
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7 Memoxandum to Mr, Sullivan . 
a RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTION . 
f CQEBUNIST LSELUINCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 5 ad 

t (100-3116 | 
: 

The wroposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 

to submit to the Bureau, within 30 days, an analysis of their 

= .}| current coverage of communist activities in the Negro field plus 

details of thee plans for intensification, Also, those 16 

s offices particigating in the Counterintelligence Program on a 

regular basis «ce being required to include in their next monthly 

letters due 10-15-63 their plans to neutralize or disrupt Party 

act:wities in the Negro field, . . 
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REC‘(DIMENDATION: 

If spproved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising 
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‘the field as :above and urging full implementation so that the A 

te des#red results may be achieved, Also. attached for approval are iy 

LL ° neczssary Mamzal changes. . 8 
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From, Mr. W. CG. sertyeh : c 

‘and “to the a‘tladted proposed SAC Letter. . qu) 

_ untiglthere #2sa clarification and a meeting of minds relative to 

-the imestion of the extent of communist influence over Negroes and 

“et hoe. ? Ue Cs 

‘ i a a “y 

“could tm the guture make prodigious strides and great successes with 
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To: isn. A. H. Bidmont . Date: September 25, 196%; 

. . A 

/\ Mr. De" ote 

   

  

Re: COMMUNIST ‘PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION ly 
CONNUNIED TSSLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
INTELNAL SEORITY - C 

Mr. Tr0'ter. 
Tele. Room ——   

Precitoat ion: 

Rediurence’' is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63 

On ireturning from a few days leave I have been advised of 

the rectors eomtinued dissatislaction with the manner in which 

we #xrepared :2 Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent, ; . 

memsranda on. tthe: same subject matter. This situation is very wi ° 

disturbing to thase of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division , i 

resiopnsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to do 

eve:ything possible to correct cur shortcomings. We absolutely will 

not be stubLors about admitting any mistakes we have made or be 

stitt-necked! and unbending concerning our analysis of this matter. 

The: Mirectoi iimicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter 

theirr leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely-y 

try to clariij = most regretable situation. It is prepared not on~ 

off tidal office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that 

thi sediscussiiom need not be made a matter of official record (Ay 

| PU 
ms pro Pa : 

Comr: xn Agreesant: 

© ea 2 < . , 

=: . Fist, I am sure we ali are in agreement on the following 

which was in) Lxotth the cover memorandum and the detailed brief g 

attivdied: (2. @or the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has- é 

spent enormoss: sms of money and ceaseless efforts to influence . 

Negrves and “ts: mate communists out of then; (2) the 19 million 

Negrees in tie: moantry today constitute the greatest single racial 

target:.of the Camunist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther 

King, _ @\ (1) 4e) t, does have as an extremely important 

advisor. @y) (Ct). . ; _ (4) we 

are right now in this nation engaged in a form of social -revolution 

and tie time us mever been so right for exploitation of the 

Negroes by connwnist propagandists; and (5) “the Communist Party 

the American Nezro to the serious detriment of our national security. 

In addiition to the ahove, the material furnished contained many pazes 

of specific exampesi of communist pettcas; programe—-and—attivities 

ee REGAL OIG PY Y 
Enclose Quod= 9% -¥i-4 a 

WCS: dsr A Khef 50% eh ao 

    

    

  

Was . 

  

Classified hy S97 3- 
Exompt from GDS, Category 2,3 F 
Date of Dee lasnivicution Indefinite 
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Mesmrandum fhe Mr. Belmont 
RRG- COMMUNIST DARTY; USA 

NEGRO ‘UESTION 
* COMMUAIST INFLUES CE IN RACIAL MATTERS . 

showing: communiee dmvollvement in Negro racial matters in this nation 
Helatiwe- ‘io which we cama all agree. : 

Bssence o:f the Situmtioa: ‘ . — 

‘The essemce of the situation seems to be this: We 
mresen‘ted ‘what facts there are in our files in the Brie? in question 

[and I ksiom that the Dicector certainly would not want us to do otker 
han tits... «The position taken at the time the Brief was writton was 
jthat, ‘wiilte there Iss communist influence being exerted on Negroes 
and Nerro leaders, it tras_not reached the point of_control or 
Gomina ition, This "ne sterically has been the position of the bureau 
in thisns &ter in Tight of file reviews going back ten to cwenvy . 
years. Cor Seong Sete ts Me X Aor eri hr NS 

< Ta am Ee 

The Histcsdcal Pestit tan: oo ital: Wr @.. Ver ee 

For exammle, in a detailed Gocument prepared on Communist 
Party anci the Nesro im 1953, we find the statement referring to "the 
failurs ct? the Commenist Party to attract even a significant number 

’ of Negswes:in the Waited States to its number." Another exauple is 
_ to be 20vmd in ai nslysis in this same field prepared by the Buresu 

' in 1955 te: the effect that communist efforts have been "unsuccessful 
om a sveateror natimsall level" in infiltrating "legitimate Negro- 
fraterzal., protest zmi improvement organizations," although they mad 

f timitedci success im sme "isolated chapters." The Director's book, 
Pasterss cit Deceit.» published in 1958, states: "It became obvious 

that the Party, cespite great efforts, had failed to win over even 
ne Signifixzant minozity of Negroes.*-~. in 1960 the Director's statemen 
%b The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads: 
Tt is no secret that one of .the bitterest GiSappointments of 

c@mmunist:x efforts in this Nation has been their foilure to lure 
our Negro -dtizens into the Party." In 1962 similar public statemen 
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director 
tender the date of Awzustr 23, 1963, this historical position was 
westated and it was seid, "One of the bitterest disappointments of 
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant 
number o?7-cur Negro citizens into the Party." This statement was 
get fortiagasa in ‘the cover memorandum which the Director marked (U) 

. .“he point I wish to make here is this: The fact that this 
(lessens our*historical position in the Bureau for many years is no 

  

\weason te. assume that it is the correct position at this time, “as th 

Warector his clearly ezpiained. Times and conditions change and, as 
ties evidence mounts, naturally we need to change our position along 
wikis this: evidence. . a 
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  Semorarsiuiz for Mr. Batmont os 
RE; CCBMAEAIST PARTY, USA . ‘ 

NiiGso4 QUESTIGN . 
CQRMUNIST INELUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

Intesp:etation: ; : 

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful, 
for thearare somewrt like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted _ to the smme stones gat in the torm of a sound edifice. It is 

_ gobvioi.xssto &S now.aitt we did not put the proper interpretation uvon d the faxts which we gmve to the Director. du) 

v» Martin Duther Kine: . 

- We have Been aware of the communist influence for nearly 
two yexrs on Marttim luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian 
Leadeirship Conferemss, and in the comprehensive memorandum entitled 
“Commuxtist Party, US&%, Negro Question,™ dated 8/23/63 we set out 
inform:<tion to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this 
country have had suiwersive connections in their backgrounds and : jee bastin Luthex King, JUr., has been dealing with. ()(\) 

m as well as’ 
- (} (A) a “. AS previously. 

.Statedl.we are in -somplete agreement with the Director that 
commun3t influerceis being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and th.zi: King is ‘<i strongest. of the Negro leaders. As we have 
stated Sefore in «memorandum, we regard Martin Luther King to 
be the must dangerms and effective Negro leader in the country. 
In addition, we krw the Party is girecting a major effort toward 
streng wiening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have 
anformetton tne Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit 
the ractal situatiicoz for the purpose of gaining influence among 
the Negrzes. To this:end, the Party plans to hold a highiy se- 
oretive: Neadership meeting in November. 1963, which will deal 
primarity with the Sezero situation, / 
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~beginning o£ evermore’ systematic activities on their part to 

. weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given. 

._ fuzts :selatiimg to wre current changes and pertinent activities 

SuBjec:t of Esep Concern 

an 

a. | ato 

np stare untifned tm develoo every and all_ facts which exist 

Mem-aandu. for Mir, Belmont 
RE; COMMUNIST irRTY, USA’ 

NEGRO QUZSIMON ; °. 
CCHBIONISD INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

SAG Letter to the Field 

f. woulkkE like to set forth here briefly why I think that 
tite .enmosed SAC Letiter, which was returned to us by the Director, 
sliould de sent to the field offices. My first reason is this: 
We need to «mew our efforts and keep the pressure on and leave 

ip thismatter, Some of these facts may not yet have been 
Wieartiied be our field offices, and will not be unless we 
fdilovwup tis mettcsr evermore cicsely with them. hiy second 
reasori why “i thirk tlie SAC Letter should be sent is related   
ta thespresa@it chwagiing situation inthe Communist Party - Negro 

.yidaticbas azcza. uring the pzst two weeks in particular there 
hsae [nen siharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist 
oificials tiooinfiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in 
tHs country., Further, they are meeting svith successes. This 

sibulcibe nm surprise to us because since the Negro march on 
Washireton -ar August 28 comnumist officials have been doing all 
nessitile to sxpleit the very troubled racial situatien. As’ 
tiky scwid wesks xgo,, the end of the Negro march would be the 

penetrate amt influence Negroes and Negro leaders, They are 
mow ir full. foree acting upom this intention of theirs expressed 

<oestruotions to imvestigate exhaustively new communist - Negro 

activities. The S&C Letter in guestion will be a great help 
tewarci this. end, aad it should result in our developing important 

  

going «m during the past few weeks in this entire field. du) 

Way L repeat that our failure to measure up to what the 

Directar-expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations 

is a sutiject of yery, deep,concern to us in:the Domestic Intelligence 

Division. We are_disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him 

“ie 

oO ee oom 15 wey ° emmeee — nd eemme 6 seen . . oes Co eee
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Memoramium for Mr. Belmont 
RE: CUMMUNIST PARTY, USA. 

WMEGRO QUESTION a , 
COYMUNIST INFLUETNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

  

to krmow, that we will do everything that is humanly possible to 
develgz all facts mationwide relative to the communist penetration 
and jafluence over Segro leaders and their organizations. Cu) 

" RECOMMENDATIONS = 
@) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending 

the crclosed SAC fetter to the field. Cu) 

of 
(2) In order that other agencies and prominent goyernment 

.officials will ‘ne aware of the determined efforts of the Communist 
Partry to exploit the racial Situation, if the Director approves we 
will prepare a cmcise document setting forth clearly those attempts 
to p:netrate, imfluence, and control the Negro movement. By setting 
-thes= facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the reader cannot help 
but lie impressed with the seriousness of the communist activities. 

_ : ° $4 a (4) 
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MEMORANDUM 

1 é ‘Ths Attorney General °e & lot of tats atthe Fentason reza . e and the Ne sro Current Anbys “3 Ween isseninates to tae sailitary and : bureau. Tire: 3 Attorney G -s would leak out gs tae mi 

‘The Attorney 
of the Gocusssent, 

_ Would get teen fron all agen 
The reason tz be given for rec 
tola him it @57 Newspupers as} 
M2ce and ny miontion would 

—449 De ae . = dBres 

. ' T adsised the Attorne; Teentatives had Keen sent to get 

LPO, ces 

  

% a 

~ Desartment Olelals recalled also, 
Peel esi gt . oe 

  

a abe aee dy | 

ayy ll Les ane Tolsoa < films 
Belment- 

JEU: emni J 
(30) 

1 = biiss Holme ry 
ae = Fair Co   

éneral anticinated that this 
ltary cicn’t like the Necroe 

General ais we should get back all copies ~ Ttols hizs we had 
sles to Which they were 
ailing would b 
ed Besant this, no com 

be iad # that such B coc 

Hl cosies of this document, 

The Attorney General y 

ry truly y yours, _ 

on a John Edgar Beaver « 

    

Gctober 25, 1363 

TO MR. TOLSON 
Bik, BELMONT 
&Gi, MOHA 
‘ik Di LOACH 
MK. ROSEN 
Bik. SULLIVAN 

called and advised 1 :€ hare s 
cing the docus.en Omm: 

ts,. dated WeIu=ts, \ Ta eee Wie by ihe 
ingormation 
5. 
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Sisseciinated, 

@ revisions. I elso- 
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Tag 72156 %) 
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1 - Plastiplate 
1 - Yellow file copy 
1 - Mr. Belmont 1 

- Ll-Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Section tickler 

- Mr. Evans a 

  

  
COSDUKISEE AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT-- 
A CURRENT ANALYSIS 

  

    

    

   
    

  

   

    
       
      

& October 16, 1963 2 
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‘Mr. r. - 

‘| utr. Cisper___ OO Wf? | Mr Callahan f] / 
. i a NOTE: See memo Sullivan to Belmont 10/15/63 re: COMMUNISM 
Mr, Evans ke AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT--A CURRENT ANALYSIS. CDB/dwn. 
Mr. Gale. 
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Introduction, . 

“Sak. Mae vanied unest ir the United States is cemecouiet the area Prise. 
‘for a detearainad concentration of communist effort? Communists are using | 

_ @very means possible tadivert the course and force of the unrest Into gunoort - 
of conimunist objectives. Lonzgerance communist stvatecy looks to the ostabe - 
Ushmert of a Negre-kator coalition which the communists hore to be able to 
maninuibte a3 a powertil political-action weapon. Using this we canon, they 
e{m to-yroroke class atrugsle and promote lecislation which ean eerve as 
a Beep ‘oward a consmmnist system of government.? / ee ee 

     

  

  
at first ghanee, the communist goal may eeem unre Ustic, Eut it 

develons realistic potential when all aspects of current communist tactics 
being used In connection with the current racial situation are viewed In their 
totelitis. i ‘Ore, it. constitutes a sericus national security preblem in Usht of 
the facctthat the Inctiridual playing a most dominant role as a leading spokesman 
for thesestimated £ 20 million Negroes in this Country tcday is knowingly, 
willinsty, and regularly cooverating with and taking guidance from communists, 
This {adividueleehiatin Luther Ling-elg using the communists and, in turn, 
je being used by Usem In en unholy alliance that could have serious t Seen 

both fuz. the Regremoroment and this al eee ee uf 

ne 

Hand jhrEand 

  

° Sinee 1956, ‘earanunlct close to Eing have blended ae wctions 
skillful’ yi into his orgarization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conteret 
GCLC), and have deine go clearly with his approval.     
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Activities Blended 
     

     

   

        

        

  

    Zi * : eg Tone . : : Teese 

“3°. "2 Phe onerations of the SCLC's New York office illustrate how com- 

Ps -  munists blended thetr activities Into support of King. A major function of the 

|. Office fs the solicitation of funds for King through letters matled out over his = 

; signatures! It appears, for example, that the mailing list for one such solicl 

tation was that used dy the publishers of the "National Guardian, " a weekly 

publication which eg been cited as “a virtual official propaganda arm of ; 

Soviist' Russia." ~ ag . a 

     

   
   

     

     
    
    

      

   

| Twidold Purpose > 0 ere pe ae 

“ar wr Wn = At thye meeting, Hudson announced that he had come to organize fall 

' timex Party membBers to do both Party work and mass-organization work. The 

purpose was twafbld--to deyelop recruits for the Party and get all eligible += 

Ke,zroes registered to vote?{ tw) oe a aS 

  

a This fitted nicely into the communists’ scheme of things. Oaly a ™: 

morth before, Ceuilfield had instructed Party members In his area to conceal © 

thei Party affiliatiwas and join mass organizations interested in the fategration - 

movement. They were told to urge complete voter registration for all members © 

of the-groups ani, then, to maintain close contacts with the leaders of these ~~. 

groups: to influence ‘them to follow the Party line? . wii f- 
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J 6aid most of O'Delli's: work has been in the sorta and simply involved mailing”, : 

J wherehe continpsd twonerate out of the ECLC's office? He remained there 

f permenent, Ling motonly had indicated he know of O'Dell'a communist affillations”~ 

. Ring tot: action om Gzell reluctantly and only after being urged to do eo most urgent and ermplxitically by hich level and, again, unimpeachable authority ?? In’ Addition, evea afier @Delks "pormanent resignation” waa accented,. be 13 knowns to have transacted busiisess for SCLC later the same raoatheO fa, 0 8 (u) : 
! ” : . SS :, : 

iy 
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        O'Dell's iso0sure 

eo 
  

  

              
   

    

   

   
   

   

ere cai. 232 0'DeN went to Atlanta to work for the SCIIC end uscc Whe hire Jd, hi, Csi But in Cetoder, 1862, scverval newss paper articles expocad his coancctioa with the SCLC an3 his communist effillations 

King's Reaction nae 

       

   

Eins reacteliby trylag to minimize O'Dell's role with the SCLC, FE   
proctstires, Ke els tries to irniy lonoranes of any communtst afiivations oa“ the pert of O'Dell end.stated that O'Dell had temporarily resigned pending an ~. . SCLCinguiry into te: matiers . we vt “eho st ae 7 

O'Dell's “Sexaporary resigatina" consisted of his return to New York, - 

  

until-guly, loco wien Ling advises him his "teniporary resicnation" wos being |. mace mprmancal, mot,,as Ling put it, because the SCLC inquiry had disclosed. - \ @ny prroeré connections botwoon O'Dell and the Communist Party but becaucr“ot\ \ the erttional public respoase.*! yt a! tag eg 48 (4) 

Yet ft Is konawa that, prior to his action In making O'Dell’ resignation 

   

    

Reluc St Action . = sé 

but actually hed reortved faformation on two soverate occasions from unimnecche able saurees that G'Dell was dstinitcly a communist. In fact, it can be entd that 
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An Fportuntstic Wiew ee es, 
In tecus Rustin with Jows, King exhisited an opportuntstig 

nus; i On Rustin hot poen foctetart feerctery cf t coro     

   

    

King te2d Glarence Jones he thouch & micht be a peonitious moment 
to t:xing Eavard Rustin back into the § CLC?! Be based his view on the fact that 
Rus3in had rece wel good pablicitv es a result of his role as Deputy Director of 
the -fegust Marca an W fasbingtoa, 

  

Co:munict Affiliesions Ienored _ oT 

  

Ba fact, Bling ecemed to be more concerned about &_. et 
= fan ‘bks yrior communist effittations, which k ire ¢ Gid not even reention 

; scussion wien Jones. Yet, Rustin hod publicly edmitte sd affiliation with 
ths @armuntst meserrent in the Ite 130s, Be had publicly supparted various 
communist causes Bat was one of a select group of observers rerraltted to 
atiers ths Commeumist Perty's i¢th Natfonal Convention in 10c7.* He has maine’ 
tained goatact wits ‘te Party's National Secretary, Eenfamin J. Davis, fora 
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_ oe presen eos some ah te eee ee . ogy ae



theyvare ne ismaring the other Negro lesdars and the organizations active in the 

.- @ffcets, The ccveloping racial unsest in this country in recent years has been 

- OF nawe communisis are not involved In one way oe another, Ranlmertefite — ae 

  

         

    

    
   

   

_ Questionable Ferwoml Relations ~~ sat BE owe ghee Es cot 

  

is MAS BL Supplerrting tho picture of King es an unprlocipled man fs his role -- / &8 aclergyman, £) scoks refuge in this rola when pressed concerning hig ..° relesioashin with eommunlste, Recently, for example, he was aaked by -~ | - repeaters if he toss anters from the comrauntsts and also wactior be took them fro:mStanley Leviton, Eo rentied that he too: ordsre only from God.” But hia 
~ seh fellas be F TER eee SEE SP Pea Re RETT Se 
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TheBroad Target oe Te, on eee a 
- - Wille ‘fixe communists are concentrating beavily on Martin Luther Fing, 

integration movement, the eivil rights moremem, andthe Uke, Through the 
- years, such oresntvations have been a eonstaré target for communist-infiltrattoa 

aceznpanted by am increasing déeternunatio: on the part of the cornmunists to 
-  njeet themseiver Into every aspect of the situation through their prosacanta --. Snd egttation, Cu) - eS "23, euge apa fe Tw . 

_ August March Aad Inopotus 
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: The August March on Washinstoa pave added {mrotus both to the -- ectinities of those demonstrating fn favor of equal Fights far Nozross ant to come muff activities desatened to exploit such JaciSents, Since the Karch, there has beeran veritable apsurgo of communist activities related to Garnoastrations, -+~- ralliss, marenes, and the like wiileh Lave erurced on the natliowml scen. Totdsy, — 
therware kat fovw arclal demonstrations tating plaice in the country fn witch ona 

Partymembers ml. communist suroerters fhrowhout the coumbry, elate-] with 
and encouraged by the results of the kvarch oa Washingtoa, are responsing now | 
moore. tian cver toto demands of Farty leaters for all “progressive and Left =f 
forces, and especially all Coramunists" to "throw themselves fully into the 

battles" centering esound the “fight for Nesro freedom, " Ke Lt ia 
ee --        Ss 
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bE: me ioe v. 

3 , 4g “H these "hatiles,* the vommunists and their oymrathteas 3 ust matly 
ae 2 are fow ja number {n cocararison to the total number of porticirants tn any - a 

: - particulsyr Inchiont. ‘Tis major role being played by the Party in etilla gapportin 
“swe. Qae, WEA Communist Pasty affiliations carcfully ecacealed, Tiss is im lino vit 

aotcnr + warnings issued renectedly by Farty loaders, who encouraged waleay wend © 
“aca. 2 portichaetion in and guppart of the March oa Washington, for exaranie, but hk - 

. voc: in gucharcway that ft oe create the ‘raprassion a the Farty was opin 19; 
” ~ wa & take oven. 79 80 . . ne : . . 

Alm fo dotzhte sities | oe Rhee i. 

  

    
i: ES “Lact Jn short, the Communist poxty"s prlnasy pairposo fas been fo add oS 

~ fuel to-:be fire at the fecal level to keep the racial unrest at fever pitch at the 
- = ysbtonaiilevel, yhore tiie Farty bopes to derive is renee bent through such 
hae Hane enannels as Martin Lather Bing. . 

    

   

7 omar At the ‘tnteranntiate level, the Pasty contines to vttlize fo of other tools 
saws. Of prozacania and aziiation to bring as rauch prossure as possible to bear oa the 

“po Ovoretil situation, Harty newsrapers and Fartyesponsored pubifcations y a 
. .. Gat presasania abnadat heichtening the tensions, Communistefron! ergenizall 

“. +: originaié and circulate Icaflets, clreulare, and petitions, and bombard conatbna 3 
- and thoPresident with intents and Sieger ent a action ‘ot ono scrtor 

> anothers. bee te cong “: pt eyes “7, m8 

_ Shik IsrTucties ConsiBred_ pes Bien 3 

   

  

   

        

   
The Party pdicy to conceal its role in a of vactal weaned was @ 

- major gatnt of discuadm at the Fariy’s National Executive Committee mecting 
in Nev? Work City, Getoter 1-6, 1863. Tho meeting wes dorainatedoby reports 
and dlemssians concenmne the gituatioa oud ways mn ae ean ee a 

role e Inawlation to It. ‘ail 82 OF i. eg *      

   

  

    

    

    

Sa Ps As a regult ‘of Bo discussions at the euler the Nation today le 

e°: 2 |. Goafrorded with the prospect of a major shift In communist tactics, The Party 
Jis.- 2 - yiguallees the time a3 ‘belng ripe to accelerate its ooen work and Increase fits 

“+. militancy; not only fin regard to oe 1 Negro ions bat als in regard to tha 

a = Party sieeve“ activities, bat, ene ig Tis. gat fie YS ey rd . 

Vek oS dou Pee, 
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. the tonmar of the Negro pooole at tho present tlme indicates an angry mood, He 

wep ee ee = ba re 
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Greater i¥ilitancy Urged 

The Farty's Natioml Secretary, Eenjamin J, Davis, pointed out that 

gold the -more militant elements of the Negeo movement are emerging in the - 

etrunzk-and are haying an imract oa the movement, He adsed tint the strugsle 

must gocbevond sit-Las end mass denionstrations, and he visualized civil 8 

Gisolxslisnee on @ noalieml scale, He then said the Farty ehould encourese the 

most arivanced prosesals within the Nezro movement, continue mass activity } 

in covaection wiih {f aman intensified plane, and urge the Negro people to coatinus, 

taldiazte the streets. Mevis concluded that the Party must actively infect bigolf = 

{nto tiie strugrle in te South, infiltrate all of the Negro organizations withia tha = 

Kezraormovemen, aniiprovide the personnel for "sore kind of a new left center 

that weuld unite the Bagsro people, "54 —. Sk 

  

    Imnontance of the “Link? . 2 Lore . a ee ow : - z 

The Party"s leader, Gus Rall, delivercd the main report at the meeting ¥ 

and iitalso constiited. 2 challencing demand for expanded communist action, Balj: 

| ooseaved that there eee 20 millioa Negroes and countless whites tnvolved in the 

evrrant struczic, ana, be sald, they renresent the most Important "link" tbe 

Comimunists can xis af tis moment in history to advance the cause of come 

“@ revitalization and growth ef the Communtst Party. Be eces it asa pertod fa 

munsarn in this Nation. ee ae 

" (This refeeence to the Negro movement 23 a "Link" the Party must 

seizes been reneated frequently by Party leaders at rocem meetinzs. It is g 

not s onance term thes are using, They are following the dictates of V.L Lenin, | 

who wace stressed Thai one must be able at each particular moment to find that © 

enec td Lint: in the ehath which one must grasp with all one's might in orcer to 

bold “te whole grin, and to make lasting preparations for the transition to ths 

nest Ants.” oo. ee 

The Party intends to grasp with all te micht the Mn which the Nezro 

move-nent {n general aed Martin Luther Eling in part{quiar represent to make a 

treng‘tioa in the Farty's role oa the nationl ecena, =e L 

a F:. 

- - 7 ola 8    

Pericof Grovth Envisioned Co eee wo EP asl 

Gus Rall envisions the forthcoming period as a fertile one conducive to | 

which ifi¢ Party will launeb a recruiting delve and a peees Grive, as well as one 
=    

  

  
 



     
— — . a C . TOP <CRET 5 £) : 

in wiBiith the Party's organization wil] be renovated. In this connection, 
Proiprsal already has. been made to establish hew Party training schools 
quietly as possible, a ae a en 

ses     

    
    

  

: Carelusion . 
Lar a 

by a.vigorous Spirit of enthusi m:.qwe open, aggressive action on the nati staids, Martin Luther King is Srowing in stature dail leattrs of the Negro movement. . Communist Party o Possibility of creating a situation whereby it could be Cranmunist Party goes, so goes Martin Luther King, Negro movement du the United States,. ne BIR § 

onal scene. 

    

   
and so also goes the ° - - 
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":100-10S670-unrec, gor, after 125; 

100°106670-unrec, ser, after 163 

  

  

  

         

   

  

    
  

  
    original in 100-438794-20, p. 23 
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Guide to Subvereive Organizations, p, 198-2. 
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