g e UNITED STATE; « RNMENF— = )G 77 = F Tt -
; enior¢ 72([147?2 L e I T B R e L
i k-'. * k P - i . o : "-.‘- oy
> t k T }
f‘i . TO E‘Mﬁ‘ ( ¥ : pave: June 6, 1966
S - X L 1- Mr, Delo
Rt AR e e
...\ ' ',:‘ / 1/],'] ) N b e 1 - Mr, Mallcy : i ‘:.
& Hac st i e B - 1= Mr. Shroder \.
" ;UBJmASSASSlNA'PION'OE‘ PRESIDENT 1 - Mr., Raupach ,
¢ JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY = - 1- Mr, Conrad
By . NOVEMBER 22, 1963~~~ 7 - 1- Mr, Sullivan
.f,‘_jﬁ DALLAS, TEXAS ) 1- Mr, Wick )
o il MISCELLANEQUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING X
‘::,i ’ ; t]' i ’L\, 3 ey
S . SYNOPSIS: - ‘ C % e ﬁ,;
< ‘ '; /é T L i R T— -/1
. A lelter was received.from Harolg/Weisberg of Hyattstown, Marylanc
CRles enclosing his book, entitled}’whitewash - the report on the Warren Report, "
3 O v He believed that immediate and unequivocal explanations are required from
23 .. ,the FBI in connection with the FBI's report to the President's Commission,
bR £o s \l He specifically demanded answers to three items, : o5 /5\/\
} L <o (1) Relating to the nu mber of bullets which were involved in the
assassination he suggests five were fired, The Commission's. report concludt
three shots were fired, : Sl ;
% LA o
? (2) He states that in testimony before"the President's Commission
‘?3-3 » , evidence was not introduced as to the spectographic analyses of a bullet and

;iﬁ -- . fragments, This is absolutely.incorrect, since the testimony of a I'BI
s Laberatory expert concerning spectographic analyses is set forth in the

Commission's report, )
ot pxalt202- 109060 - Lrs 2
(3) Weisberg alleges the whole bullet (located on Governor Connally’
stretcher) had been wiped clean and that the FBI Laboratory expert testified
that the cleansing of the bullet was not complete and that foreign matter rema
in the grooves of the bullet, This is inaccurate since ourwIngQ‘mmry expert
testified the bullet was clean when he received it and that There wak no blood

or tissue present, - - T i 6 JuL 1 1956

! b : - )
Weisberg formed his opinions after readine.the FBI reports to the
President’s Commission dated 12/9/63 and 1/13/64. Both of these are locatec
in the National Archives and are available to the public. A
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i connection with our original report to the Commission on et AT
12/9/63, the Commission credited the Burcau by saying this report was'of oo
principal importance to them. Weisberg, in his book, doccribes i85 a0
report in part as "neat, clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of
such tenuous content that a self-respecting undergraduate lawyer would - :
hesitate to take it intoan uncorrupted courte™ v PN -

'~..L PO Fue

. : His 208-page book has been reviewed., Itisa vitriolic and diabolical
! ~y criticism of the President's Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service police
l agencies and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination
investigation, Weisberg attempted to have his book published by 103 different
publishers both in the United States and Europe, all of whom refused. e
thercafter personally published a limited number and had it copyrighted in
August, 1965. Weisberg, in his own comments stated, "In writing this book
- the author has had but one purpose. That was to show that the job assigned
to and expected of the President's Commission on the assassination of John F.
Kennedy has not been done." Weisberg has distorted the truth regarding
the investigation of the assassination and has set forth his own theories and
deductions of what should have been done. Dlustrative of this, he contends
the President was shot from both the front and back, and that another con-

3 S LRI

E Lo spirator was therefore involved with Oswald. His book is full of errors and
P Rt ingonsistencies. o SN C ‘ » 8y
—~ .. ‘y ‘ i > ) .
: Due to the inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts ..

subversive background

% to fit his own purpose, coupled with Weisberg's
66, attached) it is not felt

(memorandum Mr. Rosen to Mr. Deloach, 6/1/

1 the Burcau should add dignity or credibility to him by acknowledging his
3 communications L T
2 ACTION: |
S ) That Weisberg's communication not
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st s ~ A letter was received from Harold Welsberg
S enclosing his book entitled ® Whitewash - the report e
T - on the Warren Report.®™ He stated, in the book will be s AR
found quotations from the Director's testimony and that @ & .58
of FBI Agents that he believes require immediate and - Ly B
unequivocal explanations, He specifically pointed to

three itens which, in his opinion, "It would seem no i
question of National sccurity can be involved.,® T kg
Weisberg indicated that in the bricf discussion of the G
assassination in the report to the commission it was said £
that thrce shots were fired, of which two hit the Presicdent -
.and one the Governor. Weisberqg is referring toour .. - °.°
e oo 3nitial report of December 9, 1963, furnished to the ;
: ‘ Comnission. He read into this comment that this report *  ":

_ -~ did not account for the bullet that hit-the curbstone i
+ and that the bullet that did not kill the President struck .-
.him in the back, not the neck and did not go through gl
“his body. He said this did not account for the wound in
the front of the President's neck and therefore theorized -
at least five bullets were fired.- ' - et

This matter has been thoroughly cotv:red by
separate memorandwn as it relates to the article published -
o in"The wshingtsn Post®dated May 29, 1966. Welsberg's -
ity theory is completely in error as it is obvious he has-not -
conducted thorough research into this matter as all pertinent
information is available in the "President's Commission on
the Assassination of President Kennedy Report.® )
In Weisberg's second point he states that in
testimony before the Commission, evidence was not
introduced as to the spectrographic analysis of a bullet
and various bullet fragments. This is not correct since
the Laboratory examiner's testimony to the Commission
indicates that these items were examined spectrographically
and were found to be similar in composition. The Laboratory
examiner further pointed out that such similarity of
composition does not necessarily mecan that the fragments
. - came from a particular bullet. Testimony as to the B
. ¢  spectrographic comparison appears in Volume V, pages 67, .
7. 69, 73; 74 and in Volume XV, page 700. o e A
R « . e
e S In Weisberg's third point he states that the v °
Laboratory expert testified that the bullet from Governor -
Connally's stretcher had been wiped clean. This is not
: ik ' . pSL3YB
£ e 2w
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i Ry true, The Cexpert testified the bullet was clean when he
isTe - i T received it ang that no

A T S, i

Ssue which would
TSN RO Interfere wity the fire

arms examination wa&s present,
(Volume 1171, bages 428 ana 429), ywien regard to Veisberg
further inquiry as to vhether the bullet coulg be ~ -
associategd through

residues with either the Presidenti's p
or the Governor's body, there was, in fact, no blood or

tissue on the bullet for such an examination when the
evidence wasg received in the rpr Laboratory,

' ‘The bullets, one from Governor Connally's
stretcher and the two b

ullet fragments from the front seat
arca of the limousine were identifieg with Oswald's rifle
and were found to be physically the Same as Vestern 6.5 m

»_“Mannlicher~Carcano ammunition-components. The other possi
bullet fragments from the limousine, the President's head
and the Governor's wrist ieces of lead, simila;
. in metallic Conposition to the leagy core portion of

= . . Western 6.5 mm Qwnunition. These leag fragments and the

<. lead smears on the windshielg of the limousine and the
lead residue found on t

he curbing at the Scene, wvhich the
Commission thoroughly investigaﬁed, do not possess
characteristic compositions or shapes which woulg P2rmit
their positive identification as fragments or smears of
Specific bullets, v
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?:f’i%g > In connection with the background of Weiskterg
g - . himself, he was the Subject of a separate memorandum,
i 4 copy of which is attached, R - e
vy & _ o _
f%g}; 1 Weisberg's book has been reviewved, It is a
R e 6" by 9n pPaperbound book, obviously cheaply Prepared angd
?1A7 8 its selling price is indicateg as $4.95. The book was
:2:;;% copyrighted by Weisberg in 1965, ang on the cover it states
v g “The book that couldn't be printed.® 1In this respect it
;ffgiq is of importance to note in the preface Vieisberg stated the
wF 3 book was offereg to 63 United States book publishers during
vak Ny a 14-month period ang of these 63 publishers, 21 had so
;gqu little interest they declined even to read the book. 1In
"] addition, 11 offers were made by Weisberg to publishers in
,ilJ$1 8 foreign countries, none of whom accepted his offer, In
’“TJ“1 P all Weisberg stategd 103 offers of this boosk were made, not
- ~:j RO counting repeaters, "He indicategd following refusals of
;;Egir "\ . - publishers to print his book he pre

st

>
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Pared a limited ecition
and copyrighted it in August, 1965, :
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-~ of investigators and restricted the use of the

- Commnission's information on Oswald's politics.
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own vords he says his book 1is mo:
investigation of the assassinatic
of the late President. *It is a commentary of the freed:r
of the press, the underpinning of the democratic society,
and a measure of the state of that Sockeby,Y . oo it

In Weisbcrg's
than an analysis of the

_ Following a review of this book it was determir
it is nothing more than a vitriolic and diabolical
criticism of the President's Commission and the FBI
relating to the assassination of President Fennecdv, He
Ingicaled the puoenfieis) pof feeiigpes e
repnrt <nals witn the eossioility of a consniracry ar . af

a different assassin is only one of the ways in which the
Commission may have crjuled itself. He contended it woulc
have been better if the Commission had had its own staff
F3I and

- - R Yo -
(2 2RV rol Bl S o dellie, B0,

Secret Service to technical services,

Weisberg indicated his book is an attempt to
"analyse the report itself exclusively on the basis of
the Commission's own information.® It is noted that of tt
13 chapters in this book he guotes the Comuission's
findings extensively but thercafter inserts his ovm
comnments and theories as to what shotvld have been done., 1
every instance concerning all phases of the investigation
and the findings, he was critical. 1In Chavnter 9 vhere he
discusses the witnesses and their treatment he stated ther
are alwvays those people who suddenly sce a chance to
become important, to themselves, to those for whom they
will testify, to their circle of friends and to the world
at large. He also said that there are nervous people and
neurotics. inevitably there are those who have axes to grin
hatreds or dislikes to be indulged, and political objectiv
to be attained. From these comments it would appear that
Weisberg is adequately describing himself,

Weisberg said in respect to the Commission's
report, “What is most lacking in this report is analysis.®
He has delved into the scientific findinqgs and arrived
at his own conclusions without apparent background rclatin
to scientific research. 0 Fals

Weisberg claimed the Commission's renort vas
abundantly clear that it distorts and misrepresents the
He claims
when the Commission did this, “Can there be any reason for
this cxcept-a desire to fool the public?* He alson contenc
whenever possible the Commission's report infers inefficie

of the Federal bureaucracy.. . DSL3RB
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Weisberg referred to the *Investigation of a

I Possible Conspiracy® involving Oswalg. The Commission
SR concluded there is no credible evidence

that Lee Harvey

Oswald wvas part of a conspiracy to assassinate President

Kennedy, Weisberg said "On both counts the report is
wvrong. First, it had more than evidence of a -
conspiracys it had irrefutable proof, Second, the
Commission had highly credible evidence that ILee Harvey
Oswvald wvas, in fact, part of this conspiracy,% Vieisberg
continues page after pPage in this particular vein of -
thinking. H- criticized the Secret Service, the results
of the autopsy examination and the bullet ana

fraameats

X recovered, and the nature of the wounds of President

e Kennedy. It is quite obvious he has failed miserably in
LT attempting to reconstruct the facts in their broper light,
§£~ In the author's conclusion he indicated in
AR writing this book, the author has had but one purpose,
3&3, That was to show that the job assigned ang expected of
i I the President's Commission on the assassination of
;:7 S John F. Kennedy has not been done. He then continues
:E:; can the job rcally be done regardless of the consequences,
RN

Weisberg said@, “Who can solve this cr.me?® Not the courts
: for there is no question which can be taken to court. Not
4 - the Commission, for it has already both failed and closed

up, 1its work unfinished.® Therefore he saig *Only Congres
remains,® = : A

: — o o =ae"
& -y N

Based on Weisberg's inadequate research he conte
the President was shot from both front ang back. “*Nothing
else makes sepea. Nothing else is possible.® He stated
“There was not a single assassin, Osvald or any other. Th
there was at least one conspiracy - to kill the President.,!

Veisberg referred to an FBI renort he ohserved
in the National Archives which was carefully orenared
cocunent and onc of the initial reports furnished to the
President's Commission which the Cornission comnenced us fr
Vlelsberg described this report as “a tissue so thin and a
polemic so undisquised that it would éemcan labors of a hic

o police force investigating the purloining of a desiccategd
- .2: .. flounder." He further Sescribed this report as a “Neat,
:f?" . €lean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of such
T tenuous content that a self-respecting undergraduate would
- hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court,® :
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LEERE L O It appears Wleisberg,
o BRI attempting to establi

by publishing his book, ‘ig >
Vo 4 - > personal theories ang

sh controversy and to expound hisug%.:f;
deductions concerning the . = ..

0 . o assassination investigation, This book is full of errors
) and inconsistencies and Weisberg has distorted the truth
- relating to the assassination

investigation. pue to - :
information contained in his book and Weisberg's background,
the Bureau should not add dignity or Credibility to him
by answering his communication, ; : R
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