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CIA Adwits
_‘Warkmg to .

fRalse Suh :

By Tlmothy S Robmson
auhinzton Post Staft Wilter "

. The Central Inte].ligence Agency

has - finally acknowledged publicly :

that it ‘was “involved”. in- the Glomax;

Explorer’s attempts to:raise ‘a sunken

" Russian submarme from the’ Paciflc
" Ocean floor. : B
The terse, acknowledgement came ,m

a court document filed" in"the US.

partment two weeks ago. The dgcp
‘ment asked - that a suit agamst -the
CIA by a private group concernmg

- the Glomar’s financing be sent ‘bick.

to a lower court for further hearings,

' The filing marks an abrupt change -
from the previous posmon taken-hy

-the Justice Department in the ;18-

 month-old case that the mere. ackncwl-

- edgement of the CIA’s involvement in

-the project would be harmful to: ma-
tional security. Although .the :-C}Afs
operation of the project-has _;bee‘n‘re-
ported in numerous publicatlons;n‘t-he
agency has been Aidamant in-its:re-
fusal to say publicly whether those ie-
ports were true. = ;

The case brought by the nonproht'

ré
. might take the form of “stfong miea

. Military Audit Project, which moni-
tmmmﬁ'&se and intelli-

gence establishments, has mvolve,d an
unprecedented amount; of secret court
proceedings as the CIA attempted to
prove the need for secrecy to U.S, Dis-

.trict Court Judge Gerhard A. Gesell.
The suit seeks the financial detaiIs of
the Glomar project.

« For example, Gesell was. forcedlto
-1ssue a secret opinion in the; case last

- October: that even the attorneys- in-

volved. still have not ' béem:able<te
“read. The opinion was issued in’fhat
‘secret fashion upon direct orders of

““the: U.S. Court’of Appeals, *which in-

structed Gesell to accept secret’ affi- -
davits from -high-level : ‘government of-
. ficials concerning the case.. 3
Public affidavits filed at the time by
. former President Ford’s top: nat| jonal
security adviser, Lt. Gen, Brent Scow-
croft, said dxsclosures ‘of -the CIA: in-
volvement or other details; about-the
project might: prompt ‘other _nations
-loffended by. the ‘project ‘to: retali te
. against the United State

| Scowcroft said  that

ahation

~ures”-that might “endanger US !
_“tary -and diplomatic ,person
‘businessmen overseas. " AR

+..The federal government had previ-

ously acknowledged only that the ship
(was part of a 1969 classified .S, gov-:
‘ernment. project ‘to; accomplilh» cere
'tam secret tasks in furtherance: of na- ;
tional security objectives.” ]
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