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Department of Justice file number 95-100-473 ﬁ :

contains materials pertaining to the extradition of
James Earl Ray frowm Great Britain for the murder of .
Martin Luther King, Jr. and for his escape from the T
Missouri State Penitentiary. As an international
extredition proceeding the matter came within the
Jurisdiction of the Criminal Division. File numnber
125-12-1403 contains materials pertaining to a civi
suit against this Department under the Public
Information Act in which the Plaintiff gought access

to certain documents -filed in the Ray extradition

proceedings, ‘and ig assigned.to the Civil Division. /
‘ 1T REARLL SR
The Department’s {nvestigation of the Ring N

assassination was predicated on a possible conspiracy /,<
violative of 18 U.S.C. 241, and accordingly the 1
substantive investigation file (144-72-662) 1s
assigned to this Division.
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& I am aware that, in comnection with the &lvil

suit brought under the ¥Freedom of Information Aco,
certain portions of the extradition file have b
made available to the private plaintfiff and therzafe
- to members of the public, including publighers. = In
‘order that the Department will continue to observe ]
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uniform policy with respect to this matter, I am going
to notify those authors, publishers and others who have

. However, because there is an outstaending complaint
charging Ray with a civil rights violation, and because
the matter 1s stf11 under consideration in this Division,
I do not believe 4t would be appropriate to disclose any
further contents of the Ray files at this time,

your Division who may have responsibilities fn connection
with the matter and to officials of thig Division. With
your agreement, I would ask the_Records Adninistration
Office to notify the responsible attorney in thig
Division whenever one of these files ig charged out,

80 that we will stay advised as to the status of this
matter, '
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