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- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

- opt this Division's Central Section, had with William : 
LS 

Jr. Mr. Sartor described himself to Mr. Flannery L as a contract writer for Time, Ine., who has covered ( , racial matters in Memphis, Tennessee, 7 

requested by the Attorney General my-memorandum of April 
all leads indicated in 
you have not already done so. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

The Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

pate: SFP 9 1989 

; Q 
SJP:eb os tephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662 Assistant Attorney General . - Civil Rights Division 

James Earl Ray, Subject; 
- Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim; a Conspiracy Against Rights 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

' Harold Flannery, Deputy Section Chief 
artor of ‘Greenville, Mississippi. Mr. Sartor was 

conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King., i 

As part of the full investigation of this matter a and confirmed in owe 4, 1968, Please follow out . the attached memorandum af 
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lr. Pollak | 
Septenber 17, 1968. 
JUY:swh | 

7 J. Harold Flannery 

i 

Janes Earl Ray, Subject; 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Victin. 

_ Conspiracy Against Rights - see oe se ss Her cto! face 4 "CIVIL RIGETS | 

: ° ves - : I 

I interviewed Bill Sartor in connection with 
the captioned matter for ahout four hours.on AUGUSE 2?, 
1968. He had been identified to me in June hy Jess2 Dpps 
as a reporter who had been inauiring into the possiblc. 
existence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Xing. -At 
Mr. Epps'-reauest I met.Sartor thon briefly, anl he cave 
Ge bits_and pieccs of information and rumors about the 
killing that he had accumulated to that’ point. wis | interest had been arousod, he said, by the firm con- 
viction anong many Negroes in Mershis that there wae a 
conspiracy possibly involving sone meubers of th-~ Move Is 
Police Department. My conversation with hin in June is 
set out in part II, below. 
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Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville, 

Mississippi (phcne 335-3272), with his wife and one or 
two children. lic is a contract writer for Tine, Inc., 
and ke has covered Memphis, particularly recial matters, 
since hefore the Sanitation iorkers strike. le avupears 
to he known and trusted by those Negro leaders in “Menohis 
with whom I have talked (fons, Trotter, Rev. Jackson, 
Rev. Fell, ctc.), and he says that he is close to the - 
(former) Mayor Ingram faction of the white comminity. 
I attach a copy'of his latest piece on Nesphis which 

" appeared in the August 16, 1963, issud ef Tine. 

-— = eee ee we 

°-I ea not evaluate Sartor's-reliahility-or mt ee re 0 ee eee — 

- _ that of his sourccs, ;hut he is a "low key" fellow who - 
. is not apparently irfational or fanciful. He says he eee 
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approached the allegations of a conspiracy with skepti- 
Cien (which I doubt), but that he is now largely persuado4 
there was one. ile declines (for the moment) to identify 
his sources, with three unimportant excentions, beyond 
saying that they include fcur or five petty racketcers 
in Memphis, New Pitas elsewhere and one t:ell 
placed protege of Carlo Marcellos in New Orleans. 

3 

He cones to us; he says, prinarily to assist 
in ascertaining the truth, but also with the apectation 
or hope that we will féed investicative results back to 
him. If thatis not possible, he would like to be given . 
the story first or, failing that, no later than anyone 

- ~e@lse. Ne has been spending nost of his time cn thic 
Since the assassination, but can not go mucn fartier 
because soma his sources have begun to as’ for the kind 
of money or .protection that he is unable to provide. 

Charlis'stein, a petty racketcer connected with 
erganizea crime, contacted Jones Earl Ray jn Los Angelos 
and told him tait there were pepple in New Orleans wes 

_he ought to talk to. ‘thether Stein happered upon Ray 
or sougnt him out knowing that he needed money and was 
an escaped prisoner is not known, but Ray was toln that 
tre people he ought to talk to would help him with money 
anc his fugitive status. 

Ray's contacts in Now Orleans were with ‘tafia- 
Cosa Nostra representatives who referred him to Pronk 
eberto (or-fikerto), a SNemohis racketeer ane lieutanant 

of Carns-“arcellos, the Southern Mafia chieftan in Now 
Orleans. Leberto owns or works at the Scott Street 

, \ Praduce Market where John MevGrroen, Of Someeveito tllead- 
Ly overheard a man spealing on the -teke.iore Ga¥, OR OF 
about the day of the assassination: "Shoot hin on the 

- balcony, shoot him anywhere; and go to New Orleans for 
your money, dor't come back here.” 

According to Sartor's informants, the Cosa Nostra 
- agreed to "broker* or to-arrarge the assag¢sination, for 

: “an auount somewhat in excess-of three hundred thousand : 
_.@ollars ($360,000), after they were contacted in the 

_ Northeast (New Jorsey or Pennsylvania), by representatives 
e©f "Forever White", an elite organization of «wealthy 

= SENOS Sy Soe ta pe ree  ceteuenemee oiee > LONE HE tt Sees ease cen SLSR ae eet eT Soygces = = . Se 

  

1}
 

|}



soot esationiccs with Officers 
Southory Statas, The >S in Seven 

o Mafia'’s (which Sarto 5 

Changeably with Osa Nostra ‘ti, 
2Nterest Ww. 

a C y 
PAILS Seqre. 

; ©xtortionist 
ics 

Facketcez, M2y have been 
: “2nd - "Porayer WW} ° In any Cvcnt, he 41s tho 

have 99ne to Milani. pp ida 
1962, Where }j 

Prhis iter. fc 
iin to Sartor ty a 

‘ 

2a e Mants) or In Coc}-y "sy ivate Plann, 

which jg . iu to lse a Private landing ; 

ton end which a i 
3 poe Strip ag MZ U Linge 

12 Joe stator. ro, 

Tleans inforn- 

: R 2S scen at, or Stayed -at, tha 

Pontotos Hotel in Menphis “PProxinatel. three as 
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Honmphis (Leherto and othars) had not becn Paid, ang 
Lt was they who wanted Ray at large as a lever on higher- 
ups in the rackets, 

In any event, Sartor's informants Claim that 
Rey's escape from “er mphis was engineered with the con- 
Nivance of S¢veral Memphis Police officers who knew of 
the plot. after the money Problem was resolved, Ray 
Geliberately permitted himself to be arrestad in London 
rith the undorstanej 

yuitted in 
Memphis. Rovevor, another story hes it that he will be 
killed ina holocaust which will endanger a large number 
of lives, 

= Two aspects of the foregoing information per- 
suade Sartor of {ts éeccurecy. First, he has receiveg 
identical {fragments of information independently fron 
different sources, Secondly, Scveral of his Sscurcens 
in Henphis and New Orleans have told hin that ayents 
of Bureau and AON-Lureau Sustice pe tatives, including a man named (Fy terviewed then abcut the 

barttnent resresane U) Voight, have in- “assassination. 
Sartor teok ne to meet Pat 'y, to Sartor, is 3 petty ganhler with 

yens who, according Close to Fran): Leberto,. 
Sources of information in my Ivesence, Lyons re cated 

Co’ Sartor that, according to “Lrpie" (Lyons dig NOL give 
a@ last nane), Ray met Joe Cacameci at a Lion Servier 
Station on the night before or the day of the shooting, | 
Lyons expressed concern for the safety of his wife and 
Children; yr aig Rot comsent or ask him any Taicstions, 
Hie also gaic that thle “talje Wes that Ray would be 
acguritted. 

. 
Sartor says that his informants will probably 

be Willing to talk to us, but that they will ask for 
Roney, irmunit:, or Protection er al) three, Because 
Sartor wants 

Principal informmantea 

UB tO Contact his . through him, he declined to identify any contacts ercent 
. _YE@y7Cons, Rev, Carl Basinger and Nenphis peliceman EB. x. 

~~ Beddite, below. 
me 

-- An additional, apparently un -. Information furnish 
elated, pioce of Snod by Sartor wa # S that a little heqro 
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boy allegedly heard a shot and sa’ a man junp up froin the bushes behind the rooming house (Lelow the windcov area from which the shot is thought to have been fired) and run off. According to Sartor, the little boy has been identified and interviewed by Bureau agents and the Menphis Police Departnent. 

II 

During our first conversation, on June 12, 1968, ~ Sartor gave me the foll wing fragments of allegations and information: 

~ © Ll. Shortly after the Villing, a bartender - Overheard some tenphis policonen say that there haa been a "Slip-up,” and- that the assassination was crig- jnally scheduled to take place after the march for Which br. wing had returned to Memphis. When I asked Sartor about this in August, he said that one of his .New Orleans informants had also referreé to a siscilar chance in plans. 
' 

2. My ters identified hy Sartor in Angust as Rev. Car)@asinger, 1617 E. Moreland, Homphis, was advised by a ranking officer in the Memphis Pelice pe- Partnment (caotain or above) not to 90 neer Dr. King because sonething was coing to happen to hin. 

3. -According to former Mayor Ingram (although my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this directly from hin), a civilian was Seen lying in the | back of a police car imnediately after tho shooting, and near Mulberry or Huling he got out of the police car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor had nothiny further on this in Aagust. 

4. John MeYerren, the ‘eqro civil rights activist from Soncrville, Tennessee, overheard part of a telephone conversation at the Scott Street ProJucea Rarket in which the snechker allegedly made the corments noted above. Shortly thereafter, Mererren was visited, 
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for no apparent reason, by a man naned Powers from New Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in August. 

5. An unidentified Negto policeman was noved | from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dis- patcher told the policeman to rove two or three times during the afternoon, but he did not do so until ex- ‘ plicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In , _. F AAsust, Sarter identified the policeran as BE. fF Lie   

  

Redcitt and said that Redditt ha2@ broken off an inter- view with Sartor after starting to discuss his rove A * -£rom the station. 
see 

G. Two Negro firencn were move2 fron the station a day or two before the shooting. One of then hac reportedly told friends that, two or three ays before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binocrlars were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focusca on the Lorraine Notel balcony. In August, Sartor eaic that one fireman left the Department or was susrended shortly after the shooting, and that he has heen unable to locate either of then. He Gd not have their names. 

  

| 
| 

7. S$ewphis Chief of Detectives, li. PD Douston, 
called the Lorraine Motel in the early afternoon of wes | April 4 and spoke to a maid named Pelores (LNG). He | inzuired about stationing detectives there, and the | maid said that the manager would call back. lie Gid not; | nor did iiouston. Sartor says that former Mayor Ingram | proviced this information. : 

Sartor was unable during either interview to 
relate the foregoing allenations to his conspiricy theory, 
but he says that sone of it, and others information poss ° sessed by former Nayor Inyran concerning corruption in , 
the Police Departnent, sugocet that a nunber of officers 
may have known of or particinated in the conspiracy-- 
because they were bribed or feared eMrosure. 

-..I told Sartor that I would report his infornition 
to ny superiors.  , Be
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