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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO

The Director DATE: SFP ?? 19
Federal Buyreau of Investigation
) Q B SJP:eb
EROM 6\ tephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
Assistant Attorney General '
Civil Rights Division
SUBJECT:

James Earl Ray, Subject;

A Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim; gl

~1 - Conspiracy Against Rights
- { CIVIL RIGHTS .
/ 12ij% ﬁil ¥ _" i '_(»}_ i_)‘(?/ &

\.L— f this Division's Central Section, had
\.Sartor oflGreenville,_Mississippi.
identified to Mr. Flan
been inquiring into th

conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther K
Jr. Mr. Sartor .described himself to Mr,. Flan
as a contract writer for Time, Inc., who has
racial matters in Memphis, Tennessee,

with William
Mr. Sartor was
nery as a reporter who had -

ing.,
nery
covered

requested by the Attorney General

T ©  my-memorandum of April 4, 1968, Please follow out

all'leads indicated in the attached memorandum ir
you have not already done so.

and confirmed in
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Mr. Pollat

Suepteonmber 17, 1968 .
JUF:swn

J. Harold Flannery

James Earl Ray, Subject;

Martin Luther King, Jr., Victin.
Conspiracy Against Rights - -
CIVIL RIGHTS

- - : 1

I interviewed Rill Sartor in connection with
the captioned matter for about four hours.on Auqust 22,
1968. le had been identified to me in Junc by Sce«sz Lipps
as a rerorter who had been inquiring into the possilic
cxistence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Xina, At
Mr. Frps'-reouest I met.Sarter then bricfly, anl he cave
e bits_and pieces of inforuzation and rumors aboul the
killing that he had accurulated to that point. lis
interest had been aroused, he said, by the firm coa-
viction amrong many legroes in Mermhis that there wasz a
censpiracy possibly invelvinag sonie mosicrs of th- Marniig
Police Department. My conversation with nin in Jure ic
set out in part II, below.

—
2]

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville,

.Mississippi (phene 335-3272), with his vife and ope or
two chiléran. lie is a contract writer for Time, Inc.,
ana he has covered Memphis, particulerly recial matters,
since kefore the Sanitation ilovkers strike. lo avpéars
to ke known ond trusted by those leqgre leaders in “emphis
with whon I have talked (Eonms, Trottcr, Rev. Jackaca, .
Rev. Fell, ctz.), ard he says that he is close to the i
- (fermer) Mayor Ingran faction of the white carnanity,

I attach a copy ' of hiz latest piece on ilerphis which
appcared in the Auqgust 16, 12¢3, issud of vine.
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7.1 ¢a not evaluate Sartor's-relja%ility.or ..o ...
that of his sourccs, ;but he is a "low ley” feilow wao
is not apparently irrational or fanciful. He says he
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approached the allesations of a conspiracy with skepti-
cien (which I doubt), but that he is now largely persuadod
there was one. ile declines (for thc monent) to identify
his sources, with threc unimportant exceptions, kayond
saying that they include fcur or five pcectty racketcers
in Memphis, New Orleanséfgxd elsevhere and one well
placed protege of Carlo Marcellos in New Orleans.
He cou2s to us, he shys, prinarily to acssist

in ascertaining tha truth, but also with. the atpectation
or hope that we will féed investicative results back to
hin. If thatis not pecssible, he would like to po 6i7on
the story firet or, failing that, no later than aryone

- else. e has been spending nozt of his time cn thie
since tha assassination, but can not go raich fartiher
because some his sources have begun to 25% for the kined
of roney or .protection that he is unable to provice.

Charliﬁlsfcin, a petty racketcer connecited with
crganized crire, contocted Jcomes Earl Ray in Los angolos
and teld him that there were pepple in New Orleans whe

_.he ought to talk to. ‘hether Stein happered upon Nay
or sougnt him out knowing that he needed money and vas
an escaped prisoner is not kacun, hit Ray was toll that
tite people he ought to talk to would help him with money
and his fugitive status.

Ray's contacts in Yeow Orleans vere with *afia-
Coua Nostra rerresentatives vho referrea him to Frank
,/fébarto (or—*Tkorto), a lemphis rackateer and lieutanant
of Caxibg*arcellos, the Southern Mafia chieftan in e
Orlzans. Laberto owns or works at the Scott Sircob
'Produce Market vhere John_Mertrron,/of Someo=uila #lleq.d-
" 1y overhcard a man sreaking on the tele,:lw: Ssys OD oZ
about thc day of the assassination: ~Shoot hin on the
- balzony, shoot him anvwhere; and gn to Kew Orleans for
your nmnoncy, dcon't come back here.”
: According to Sartor's informants, the Ccsa lostra
agrced to "hroker* or to-arrarge the assausination, fer
- an auount somewhat in excess-of three hundred thousand E

..Collars (3300,000), after they were contacted in the

Northcast (Now Jorsey or Pennsylvania), by representatives

of “Forever White", an elite organization 9f wealthy
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en g Contact ba
. ~and-“Porevcr Miite »

s £ficerg or svbgroups in sevon
Southe:n Sta C Mafiagrg (vhicy Sartor Uced inter-
changcably With Cosca Hostra'throughout the intery;
intorest ! ‘¢ money than the nvestment-type
o) CSentegq, i.e,, to get i
Cxtrace ( X

Persong, including th
¢hsg Ouncilg, Quitnan, hsisvippi,
Yas sajq Y Sartop t a POSsiblae base of “Fore cr
Vhita: ".opcrations
laudc/g;cxrel allegedly Memph i Seqre-
9ationjg * CXtortinn; * Narcotjc sh.
racke

2tween the Hafjig
te. In any Cveng, ha iz thougn to ,
have gone to Miani, p orica, between Arril 14 and 24,
1962, Vierg U2 ronpsy. to bo delivnred
to Philadelphia o) Arell ai-, Ay Mave
een inst:umantal Sn getting Fav oyt of Nerphye Citer
the assazcination eithny to Sartaz
Nes, Orleang informants) or in Ccckrbll'o Privatea Plang,
which is-said'-o L3z 5 Privata landlng Strip a¢ Hilling~
ton and .whjicp is Piloteq by one go 2fer, r

. ) : )

s e A Cording o Sartor, Joelﬁﬁcamoci (1 ang
. Larr¥,ﬁﬁﬁ£ {aka. ary Slanning 5,4 Lar;y*?ﬁ:),
fe331qnal Xlleps ar Lo Jra Cacamnci
allegedly m Mes Eapl Ray a¢ a Li

in Hnnphis'the day of or tha Righ
Larry llann has been Saying thas
Leberto and % I

Ray, Accordin
ants, Janag Lar) Ray Was scen at, or
Pontotoc Lote) in

before tho shooting.

o

)

" The Criginal Plan t:ae th:ate RPay vopga he a
ed immcdiatcly aftes the shnoting, tricd, and ae.
There o, S a changc, howevcr,

before the shooti:g, due tq @ njx-y
Either the rMag;

12 money,
€tla wvanraa 2 as large until the balanzn

Of the Price vy paid oy, Rore li'cly,

money. viag Stil) jn the n
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A/CNS, Rev, Carl Bas
- ~ncdditt, belos..

Henphis (Leborso and otharg
it vas they who wanted F
upe in the rackets,

) bkad not toen pa¥d, ang
ay at larqe as a lever on hi

In any event, Sartor's informants clainm that
Ray's eccape fron Yemphis vwas engincered wish the con-
nivance of Several Memphis Police officers whio krew of
the plot. After the mon

2¥ problemn wasg resolved, Ra
deliberately Permitted himsg

'ith the undorstanding that he wil:
Heinhiy, However, another story has it that he will be

killeQ in a helecaust which will endanger a larye numbor
of lives,

- Two aspects of the foregoing information por-
Suade Sartor of its éccuracy. First, he has receiveq
‘mation indepcndcntly from
different sources., Sccondly, scveral of hig scurcns
in Memphis ang V= Orleans havae told hirm that agents
of Purcau and non-Iureay Justice Departiwens Lonresen-
tatives, inclvding a manp nanecd (rFny) Voight, have jn-
terviewved then abcut the'assassiuation.
Sartor tecok me to neot PétlLyons vho, according
to Sartor, is 3 Petty gambler with sources of infermation
close to Fran)- Leberto. 3In m¥ riesence, Lyonz ropoatadg
to Sartor that, according to “Lrpjie” (Lyons gice not give
a4 lact hane), Ray met Jo= Cacoreci at a Lion Servica
Station on {2 night before or the day of t4ye shooting,
Lyons expressed concern for the safcty of hig wife ang
children; 1 aig rot comment or ack him any Ticstion::,
e also gaig that tie “taije vies that Ray would ba

acquitted,

Sartor says that his informants will prolably
be Villing to talk to us, hut that they will ask for
nen2y, irmenity, or Protecticn or all three, Because
Sartor wantg ug to contact hisg Principal infoymanta
through him, he declined to idcntify any contacts eiecent

singer and Memphis beliceman E, g,

- An additional,-nppa:cntly unrelated, picce of
information furnishoq by Sartor wasg
s

that a litsle noqro
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toy allegedly heard a shot and s2'7 a man junp up from
the bushes behind the rooming housc (Lelow the windou
area from which the shot §s thougit to have been fired)
and run off. Aceording to Sartor, the little boy has
been identified and intervicwed by Burcau agents and
the !einphis Police Departnant.

IX

- During our first conversation, on June 12, 196, &
Sartor gave me the foll wing fragments of allegations and

information:

- ~ 1. Shortly after the illing, a bartendor

- overheard some emphis policemen cay that there haad

bzen a "slip-up,” and-that theo assassination was ecrig-
irally scheduled to talke place after the march for
vhich Lr. ¥ing had returred to Homphis. hen I asked
Sartor about this in Auqust, he said that ore of ris

.Ncw Orleans informants hqd also rcferred to a sisilaxr

chance in’ plans. '

2. Q;E}nister, identified by Sartor in August
as Rev. Car vasinger, 1617 E. Moreland, Homphis, was
advised by a ranliing officeor in the Menmuhis Pelize De-
partnent (caotain or atove) not to a9 near Pr. Kirg
because something vas coing to happen to hin.

3. .According to former dayor Ingram (a2lthough
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this
directly from hin), a civilian was seen lving in the
back of a police car irnediately after tho shooting,
and ncar ¥ulberry or Huling he got out of the police
car, into another car, and was driven away. 8Sartor
had nothing further on.this in Aagust.

4. John Mclerren, the ‘eqro civil rights
activist from Somcrville, Tennessee, overheard part of
a telephons converscation at the Scott .Street Froluca
Farket in which {he svealer allegedly made the corments
roted above. Shortly thereafter, McFerren was visited,
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for no apparent reason, by a man naned Powers from

Lew Orleans. Sartor hagd nothing furthcr on this in
August,

5. An unidentified Negro policeman was noved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (ard Peclice
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.ri. on tha day
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dis-
patcher told the policeman to rove tvo or three tines
during the afternoon, but he did not do f0 untjil) exz-
Plicitly adviscd to that effect by a supetior. 1In
Aucust, Sarter identified the policeran as &. r.
Redditt and said that Redditt ha? broken off an inter-
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his rrove

~fron the station.

6. Two llcgro firencn ‘were moved from the
statien a day or two l.efore the shooting. One of then
hac reportedly told friends that, two or three cays
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binocwlars
were set up on a tripod in the fire staticn and focuscd
on the Lorraine tiotel baleony. In August, Sartsr sala
that one fireman left the Department or was suspended
shortly after tic shooting, and that he has been unable
to’ locate either of thom. He Qd not have their pames.

7. Mewphis Chief of Detectives, 1i. D, Douston,
called the Lorraine Motel jin the e2rly afternoon of
Arril 4 and spoke to a maid nared DRelores (L'7G) .  He
injuircd about stationing detectives there, ana the
maid said that the manager would call bach. lie did not;
nor did iiouston. Sartor says that fernmer Mayor Ingram
provi<ed this information. :

Sartor was unakle during either intervicw ta
relate the forcgoing allemations to his conspirecy theory,
but he says that sone of it, and other information poOs=
sessed by-form:r Hayor Ingraw concerning corruptien in
the Police Dopartnent, sugaser that a nunber of officers
may have known of or partizimated in the conspiracy--
because they were bribed or fearod cxrosure.

.. told Sartor that I would rcport his informnation
to y superiors.
Fd
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