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M Acting Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legal Counsel, concerning captioned matter. In back of it is another attempt 
obtain certain FBI infor 
Kennedy. On 5/4/72 the Actin 
General suggested that Smith' 
having another look at the ma -, . 

we Conn: hee Jo Invest isa fe Mss.ascitlatioars ° | Attached mémorandum from the Déepartinent requests, as follows: : : 

mation rela 
» previously unsuccessful, by Mr. Smithto. .. 

ing to the assassination of President . Beets 
g Director's letter to the Acting Attorney 

S request be denied. The 
tter. 

(1) That the FBI provide the Department with the _ 
Specific documents and other materials requested by 
Smith so that the Department can study them and 

— make a decision on whether they should be released to]. 
Smith, or in the alternative, the Department should 
prepare itself to defend against Smith's lawsuit under 

yn 
the Freedom of Information Section by which he andor 

., these materials. ; 

“As to the above request, we, of course, have no choice but to furnish the material to the Department. 
Investigative Division.and the FBI Laboratory are requested to furnis 
Office of Legal Counsel as soon as possible with the items requested, 
togdher with their memorandum stating as t 
be surrendered to Sm 
for denial. . 
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1 - Mr. Bates 
1 = Mr. Bishop ; 

1 - Mr. Conrad: — 
1 - Mr. Dalbey 
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. Mrs. Neenan 

e Department is now 3 

Thakes two=- 

For this reason, the General 

Oo each item whether it should 
ith or it should not and in the latter case the reason 
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y Memorandum to Mr. Felt _ | i eae cae Ro ' RE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION _ ROBERT P. SMITH 

(2) The Department's second request is that the . FBI designate some person on the FBI staff with whom the Department may confer concerning all such Freedom of Information requests, this one and others to com e in the future. Up until this ae: time all Freedom of Information Section requests made m to the FBI were handled by Crime Records Division. oa We suggest that responsibility for this work be transferred °° | | . to Office of Legal Counsel. These questions are matters _ i _ of law, not of publicity, as shown by the fact that in the hs MR a fo _ ° Department of Justice they are handled by the Office of ngne ; Legal Counsel rather than by the Public Information 

  

e 

RECOMMENDATIONS: — 

(1) That FBI responsibility for Freedom of Information Section requests be tr ansferred from Crime Records Division to Office of Legal Counsel. 

25 10: 39 - (2) That the attached letter be sent to the Department to i advise that they may hereafter confer with Office of Legal Counsel in the FBI on Freedom of Information Section matters. as! 
4 7 4 yes. So rp 0 

rat ay 708 (3) That the. General Investigative Division and the FBI - Laboratory furnish Office of Legal Counsel with all pertinent materials, and observations concerning them, in this case. 
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