UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT QF COTIUMBIA

---------------------------------

HAROLD WEISBERG, g
Plaintiff,

Civil Action No. 75-1996

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

Defendant

MOTION FOR CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE

Comes now the pléintiff, by and through his counsel, and
moves the Court for an Order directing the Criminal Division,
Civil Rights Division, and the Office of Professional Responsibil-
ity of the Department of Justice to certify under oath that they
have complied with the request for records pertaining to the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. specified in plain-
tiff's amended complaint.

Plaintiff further moves the Court for an Order directing that
said certifications be made by persons having actual knowledge of
the search conducted and shall specify the files searched.

A Memorandum of Points and Authorities is attached hereto.

Respectfully submitted,
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[/ Washington, D. C. 20024

Attorney for Plaintiff




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this 30th day of June, 1976,
hand-delivered a copy of the foregoing Motion for Certification
of Compliance to the office of Assistant United States Attorney

John Dugan, Room 3419, United States Courthouse, Washington, D. C.

20001.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HAROLD WEISBERG,
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Plaintiff,

Vs Civil Action No. 75-1996

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

Defendant
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MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

Plaintiff's amended complaint was filed six months ago. The
Civil Rights Division has provided plaintiff with a total of some
64 pages of documents pertaining to the assassination of Dr. King.
The Civil Rights Division is known to have extensive files on the
assassination of Dr. King and to have conducted several internal
"reviews" of the FBI's King assassination investigation. It is
apparent, therefore, that plaintiff has received but a miniscule
partiof the documents which he should have obtained by now had the
Civil Rights Division made a good faith effort to comply with his
requests. The Civil Rights Division has failed to comply with
plaintiff's request for King assassination records even though it
has made no claim that it lacks the manpower to accomplish this
promptly. Accordingly, plaintiff seeks to demonstrate the failure
of the Civil Rights Division to comply with his request by forcing
it to certify under oath that it has done so. Whét is true of
the Civil Rights Division is also true of the Criminal Division.

The Office of Professional Responsibility, which is presently

reviewing an estimated 200,000 documents on Dr. King's assassina-

e



tion, has not made a Vaughn showing, nor has it even made so much
as a single page of documents available to plaintiff. It clearly
has both the money and the manpower to respond to plaintiff's
request immediately, as the attached clippiﬁg from the Memphis

Press—~Scimitar of June 15, 1976, states that 10 men are already

assigned to the OPR's:probe, and Mr. Michael Shaheen, who heads it,
is guoted as saying that "more will be added as needed." In view
of this, plaintiff also demands certification by the OPR that it

has complied with his amended complaint.

Respectfully submitted,
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// Washington, D. C. 20024

Attorney for Plaintiff




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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V. Civil Action No. 75-1996
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ORDER

Upon consideration of plaintiff's motion for certification
of compliance, and the entire record herein, it is by the Court

this day of ¢+ 1976, hereby

ORDERED, that the Civil Rights Division, Criminal Division,
and the Office of Professional Responsibility of the Department of
Justice certify under oath that they have complied with the re-
quest for records pertaining to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luthef King, Jr. specified in in plaintiff's amended complaint;
and it is hereby further

ORDERED, that the persons certifying compliance with plain-
tiff's amended complaint shall have personal knowledge of the

search conducted and shall specify the files searched.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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HAROLD WEISBERG,

oo

Plaintiff,

V. Civil Action No. 75-1996

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
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Defendant

SECOND AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES HIRAM LESAR

I, James Hiram Lesar, being first duly sworn, depose as
follows:

1. I am attorney for Hérold Weisberg, plaintiff in the above-
entitled action.

2. I have been attorney for James Earl Ray since 1970. Al-
though Ray recently filed a motion with the Sixth Circuit asking
that I be relieved of the obligation to represent him further, and
I conéurred in that request on grounds of extreme financial hard-
ship, the Sixth Circuit has refused to grant Ray's motion. As of
today I remain his attorney.

3. Since 1970 I have done in excess of 5,000 hours of work
on the James Earl Ray case. I have received no fee for this work.
During this same period I have done an equivalent amount of pro

bono work on several Freedom of Information lawsuits which I have

handled for Harold Weisberg.
4. My study of the King assassination has convinced me that
James Earl Ray did not shoot Dr. King and that his assassins still

roam free. While others set Ray up to take the rap, the FBI and




local police framed him. The framing of Ray was followed by a
cover-up by federal, state, and local officials which continues to
this day.

5. When the truth of the assassination of Dr. King and the
handling of the James Earl Ray case is finally publicly known, as
I am sure it one day will be, there will be a full-blown scandal.
The closest analogy is to the Dreyfus affair in France. Our basic
institutions will be seriously discredited, both at home and
abroad. The Federal Bureau of Investigation, the judiciary, the
legal profession in general, all will be severly damaged.

6. This damage can only be minimized if the courts fulfill
their role in seeing that justice is done. Thus far the courts
have failed to do this, despite overwhelming evidence that Ray did
not plead guilty voluntarily, did not receive the effective assis-
tance of counsel, and could not have committed the crime as
alleged.

7. This case represents the attempt of a private citizen to
obtain evidence which can be used to demonstrate, in court and
elsewhere, that grave wrongs have been committed by those sworn to
uphoid the law.

8. Mr. Weisberg, the private citizen seeking this informa-
tion, has spent far more time studying the King assassination than
have I. His work is largely responsible for obtaining James Earl
Ray his federal habeas corpus evidentiary hearing. Recently, in-
formation which he supplied a reporter has led to important revela-
tions about FBI penetration of "The Invaders", an organization of
young black radicals whose acts of violence resulted in Dr. King's
return to Memphis where he was assassinated. (See attached clip-

pings from Newsday) In my judgment, he is far and away the most




knowledgeable authority on the assassination of Dr. King and Pres-
ident Kénnedy.

9. Mr. Weisberg is 63 years old. He has serious health prob-
lems. Last October he was hospitalized with phlebitis. The vein
in one leg has disintegrated. The grim reality is that he could
die at any moment from this condition. The longer it takes to ob-
tain the documents he seeks in this suit, the more likely it is
that he will die without having had the opportunity to study them
and give his expert evaluation. This would in turn deprive the
courts and the public of information vitally needed in order to
reach an informed opinion on a matter of grave national importance.

10. Moreover, Mr. Weisberg earns his livlihood as an author.
He is currently working on a second book on the assassination of
Dr. King and the James Earl Ray case. The government documents
sought in this suit are urgently needed in order for him to com-
plete his manuscript.

1l1. The Department of Justice is, in my judgment, deliberate-
ly engaging in a policy of stonewalling Mr. Weisbergs request for
information about the assassination of Dr. King. Every effort is
being made to create false, obfuscatory, and diversionary issues
which grind up the limited resources of time, money, and energy
which Mr. Weisberg and I can expend. This parallels the policy
which the Department has engaged in in other Freedom of Information
cases which Mr. Weisberg has filed.

12. A typical example of this is the phone call which I re-
ceived from Special Agent Parle Thomas Blake of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation's Legal Counsel Division on May 26, 1976. Agent

Blake informed me that the FBI wanted to be cooperative, forth-




coming, and aboveboard. He had a new spectrographic report not
‘previously disclosed to us. It dealt with shoe polish on a hand-
kerchief. Did I want it? Did I want to come down to FBI Head-
quarters and pick it up? Or could he perhaps sent a messinger out
to deliver it to me?

13. I told him to mail it to me. A copy of’'it is attached
hereto. The most impértant part of it, the "results of examina-
tion", is entirely masked. A letter from FBI Director Kelley to
me dated May 28, 1976, a copy of which is attached hereto, ex-
piains that the results of these examinations were excised on
grounds that they are "materials related solely to the internal
rules and practices of the FBI" and are "investigatory recores
compiled for law enforcement purposes, the disclosure of which
would constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy
of another person." |

14. Nothing could be more preposterous than these claims.

It is quite obvious that they are invoked simply to harrass Mr.
Weisberg and to further obstruct the settlement of this case.

15. The dishonesty and non-responsiveness of the government's
affidévits and responses to interrogatories in Freedom of Informa-
tion Act lawsuits adds to the burden which the plaintiff faces.
Unless false, evasive, or misresentative statements are corrected,
the record is corrupted and the court's judgment may be affected.
Yet refuting the government's affidavit often takes a considerable
amount of time and effort.

16. One item of Mr. Weisberg's information request, the one
for "all photographs or sketches of any suspects in the assassina-

tion cf Dr. King", illustrates this. In accordance with the line




laid down in Deputy Attorney General Harold Tyler's letter to me
of December 1, 1975, FBI Special Agent Thomas L. Wiseman has twice
sworn under oath that the only suspect in the assassination of Dr.
King was James Earl Ray. This is false. 1In fact, on May 25, 1975,
Agent Wiseman himself delivered to me photographs of sketches of
suspects in the King assassination which included some that are
clearly not of James Earl Ray.

17. Mr. Weisberg and I both have knowledge of other photo-
graphs and sketches of King assassination suspects which have not
yet been provided us. 1In addition, Department of Justice and FBI
files contain information on other King assassination suspects.
Attached hereto are two letters which I have obtained from a non-
governmental source. The first is a letter from Mr. Seymour Gel-
ber, then Assistant Attorney General of Florida, to United States
Attorney General Ramsey Clark. Dated April 9, 1968, Mr. Gelber's
letter specifically identifies two suspects in the King assassina-
tion and notes that this information had previously been given to
the FBI. The April 16, 1968, reply from Mr. Stephen Pollak of the
Civil Rights Division notes that this information was agains
turned over to the FBI by them. Thus,.the Department of Justice's
own correspondence refutes the claims of Deputy Attorney General
Tyler and Special Agent Wiseman that there were never any suspects
other than James Earl Ray.

18. Any claim that the Department of Justice cannot spare
manpower to comply with Mr. Weisberg's information request is dis-
proven by the information in the attached story from the Wasington
Post of 'June 16, 1976, which states that five Justice Department
attorneys will spend about three weeks going over the King assassi-

nation files in the FBI's Memphis field office. An article in the




Memphis Press-Scimitar of June 15, 1976, also attached hereto,

adds that ten pérsons are now assigned to the re-investigation"

of the King assassination by the Office of Professional Responsi-
bility, and "more will be added as needed." This article further
states that the first seven weeks of the probe were spent poring
over FBI files in the Washington headquarters and Washington field
office, and that the files in all 59 FBI field offices will ulti-
mately be checked. This makes it patently clear thét neither
money nor manpower is lacking to search the FBI's files on the
assassination of Dr. King. The search is already being conducted.
Its scope and duration make it clear that this is a matter of top
priority. In light of this, the obvious explanation for the ob-
stinate refusal of the Department to make these documents available

to plaintiff is cover-up.

JAMES HIRAM LESAR

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Before me this 30th day of June, 1976, deponent James Hiram
Lesar has appeared and signed this affidavit, first having sworn
that the statements made therein are true.

My commission expires _/t D /({ (9 '

/?// :

“ NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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. Newsday has leamed that FBI in-
formants actively partmpated in the
» rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew

¢the Rev. Dr. King back  to .the city

;where he was killed.
B Several FBI informants and at least
rone undercover agent for the Memphis °

¢ Police Department were amon g the "
’most active members of a young, vic--
pence-prone black group which openly -
:opposed King’s peaceful march sup-~ ~

¢{porting the city’s sanitation workers.

z. According to some witnesses, the -
'100—m(vmh:=r group callied the Imadms
ied the March 28 nots which attempted

: {to'discredit Kin g’s efforts. Following -

,jéthe riot, in which one vouth was killed,
sscores injured and 238 arrested, King

‘vowed that he would return to prove

i that he still oould lead a nonviolent de- .

:monstation.” - -

¢ “Dr. King —a never have re-'

:turned to Memphis if the violence had
. not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse ”
.Jackson who was one of King’s aides
iin the Southern Christian Leadership .

. Conference. “We never intended to gct ’

bogﬁed down in Memphjs.”

The Invaders created major disrup-.
tlons among local blacks supporting

ng, according to his aides. They crit-

ticized King for “his nonviolent ap-
; proach and urged local blacks to “burn,

. baby, burn.” On April 4, the day King
*was killed, the groups met with him
-and his staff and threatened renewed

“violence unless they were given $750,- -
000 to redevelop their community.

{“They just got louder and louder,” one
‘aide-who was at the meeting recalled.
-“We told them we didn’t have access to

— gy

tbem out.” -

Two sources said FBI agen ts angd -
Memphlb policemen admitted that they
! bhad “penetratd” " the - Invaders with
'several informers. One of the inform-

‘ants reportedly planned a large portxonv

U g o

“The FBI continues to turn up in -
i unexplamed circunstances surrounding -
¢'the assassmauon of Martin Luther'

i that kind of money .. We had to put ‘

gy e

of the group’s v1oAcnt confrontatlons
Pollce and FBI officials were regularly
"provided with detailed information
about the group’s plans, activities and
-meetings.. “They knew everything that
-went on at Invaders’ meetings,” “one
_source said. “It was as if they had a
‘tape recorder there.” The undercover
* Memphis policeman who joined the In-
“,vaders was at the scene of the violence
- on the day of the riot, several sources

said. He is reportedly still a. member of

the Memphis force. -, i - .

“Weston [not the real name of the
undercover police agent] was very vo-
cal, very active,” said a former.leader.
“of the Invaders who has talked to the
. policeman since he was discovered to
be a member of the force. “He had a
7.62 Russian zutomatic r#fle and he
was armed every time we were armed.

- He was always suggesting actions that

we should take; I never saw him physi-

cally attack anyone. But he was one. of
the most provocatlve members of the

,.nvadvers »” > B o

" The Invaders, who wore 1acI\ets with
their names prmted on the backs, were
organized in late 1967. The youths
“were led mainly by college students at
" nearby Memphis State and LeMoyne

“Colleges. The Invaders denounced the
nonviolent strategy, but offered pro«

. tection for King and his staff members.
“They, like other blacks in the country,
were naturally frusirated by the slow
pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah
* Williams, Atlanta SCLC director. “We

usually put them to work as parade

marshals or security - guards. They: |

- would- never have hurt Dr. King.. But:
those who infiltrated our groups, and
_we could never identify them, tried to'
exploit the youngsters’ frustrations and

i neglect and.turn them against us.”., - %

"The FBI and Memphis pollce veri-

. fied recently that they had informants
among the Invaders in 1968. However,

Henry Lux, who was the assistant po-

lice chief in Memphis, downplayed the

group’s role in the March 28 violence.’

- Robert G. Jensen, who was the FBI.

agent in chm'ge at the time, said, L/

U —Continued on Page 25
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- an I‘LI Domostlc Intolhgence Dmsmn
memo, was put into effect March 4,;one

“ers in the'group. I'm sure there was ad-, ,month before King was killed. It was -

{_equz;ve coyerage of the Invaders.” = st
Jtiis rehably‘reported that: the bu-

abou( he, Invadem

Ln addlhon "to be‘ng involved with -
ithe March 28 violence, the Memphis"
police undercover agent was providing -,
Feecurity for King at the Lorraine Motel -
‘on the day he was assassinated, accord-

!
B Ereau an -Memphis” policé- “shared mtel

[

!‘

_ ing‘to knowledgeable sources, The offi-

icer-was a member- of the Invaders’

* four-man security force that: had,.,

N themselves—some threatemng wolenf‘e § ‘UO“S

@med 1o, prov1de protection - for ng
_gvhile he was in Memphis. ",

,There have been a series of dxsr:lo~
'Sur e s recently concerning covert FBI'*
actlvxtles against King. This has led to'#
ﬂ D°partment of- Justice”investigation. :
VI‘he inquiry staried-after the Senate
fIntengence Committee “discovered an.
:FBI memorandum, d a ted March 28,

JBGQ,,Wmch detailed a plan to portra\'"-
;ng as. a hypocrite for. stavmg ata’

Erhlte -owned : motel—the " Rivermont

£Holiday Inn—where he fled after the .7
| fviolence erupted. The Justice Depart-.

Ement mvestlgated to see if the memo
“had’ anythmg to do with™King’s reiurn
fto theblack-owned ‘Lorraine Motel,

i:W‘nﬂm helwas killed. They found no ev-
n dence:linking the FBI to a plot to .
Lhave-King return-to the Lorraina mo- -

“designed to “prevent the. nue of .a ‘mes-:
““siah’ who could unify .".". the militant -
_black nationalist movement "-An gver---’.

all goal of Hoover's plan ‘was to fdis-. =

Crcdlt” black leaders and their move—"
ment among both’ blacks and w!utcs

The violence at - Memphis, perhaps
more than ‘anything: elw, began to er--
_ode King’s credibility’ among modérate !
. blacks. King and his group were'pre-
paring to lead a nonviolent:‘Poor Pco-i.x-

smﬂtlon to re<olve many Unansw Cl€d‘1
“questions,” including - whether _the - bu-
‘reau “vendetta’ against King. was®
Iatcd to his murder jn' Memphis.+ .-

"' Some of King’s- ‘staff members over}
the years, have charged that the Invad-;
“ers were responsible for the riots whx(,h.

£ mdlrectly led, t.hey say, io Ixings d.ath;
T m Memphis. * Y 3 g

“The vxolence was dcflmtplv resoo :
sxble ‘for Martin’s ‘ being “in* iMemph
on April 4th, ”chd Cong. ;Andrew:
Young (D-Ga.)."*The Invaders them-
“selves have taken responsibility for:the!

- ples’ March” on Washington later that £ < violence. Now if the FBI was mvolved

month, After the Memphjs riots :some:.
nahoml black leaders aitacked King™

~was killed, NAACP.leader Roy \‘hlk-\
. ins attacked King in & story printed in.
" the Memphis " Press-Scimitar. Wilkinsg -
‘said he doubted that King could: keep :
" the Washington march nonviolent: I+
-a maverick of the rear ranks ofthe
march decides to throw a brick through':
a window, there’s nothing Dr, Kmff up
front can do to stop 1t e .

" Jensen, who wags in ch arge of the

-mate - decisions [for Co:melplo] were .
. made in Washington :D.C. “and then -
+ they came to the field. office.” He de~

“nied that his office ever- ‘received the |
hotel memo. “I have no recollection of .
_a memorandum dated” March 28,” he

. nos, but no new evidence. . . .

FBI in Memplus said that the:“ulti- 5

. with,"the" Invader, then - it would b"azﬂ
lookmg into,”" -

in King's death. “The FBI did an ex-
-icellent job in.the investigation,” Jen<
.-sen said. “There are still 2 lot of tl;¢o~‘

TR

']
&
‘However, former FBI agent. Arthur)
"‘Murtagh said that Hoover’s relentless?

- gurveillance of King influened. the way]
o mdx,vxdual .agents approached the mur-4
““:der. For:a time Murtagh directed the

‘bureau’s intelligence unit in Atlantas. i
which . tapped the civil rights leaders{
.. telephones and bugged his rooms. “The }
“bureau under Hoover believed' that’;
<King ‘Was a foreign. Commumst agent,”
“he said. ‘He was the enemy. To thi 5%

-sort of amwsphe) e, the bureau’s inves-:

-tigating Kin g’s murder was- like thej

ttel; However, Newsday has learned - - said. “If it was an intra-office mémo X =" CrA mvestlgatmg the assasswatmn of 2

d,hat the Invaders .heatedly discussed .
;ng’s stay- at: the” white ‘motel among .

: Lover the issue. ' - <

A source at the Justxce Department
’told Newsday that the FBI memo was

; ;p&rt of then ¥BI Director J. Edgar

Cointelpro) against ‘“Black National-

ist-Hate Groups.” . The plan, outlined in -
Cande Tub vy | s . by

- wouldn’t have seen it anyway. It'would -

have com\,‘to us as.g en\e al struc- -

" The Senate Inte]hgence Commlttee ¢
":ala that it uncovered no evxdeuce that
the FBI was implicated in King’s mur~~
_der or any-cover-up.-The committee

- has reportedly called for a federal spe--
cial prosecutor to investigate ihe assas- e

b ioovers Counter-Inteiligence Program/ chairman, Frank Church (D-Idzaho), "
(

L

-a Russian premier.” ©» i 70 Ly HE hk

"“'‘Murlagh said that sov}w agents were:
“ecstatic” after King s was shot. “When !
King was 'shot, an agent I knew in; At-:
_‘lanta’ went - on a 30-minute high.’ We q
“were in"the bureau’s parking lot when
‘the news came and this fellow kept'
“saying, ‘They got Zorre [King’s’ code
name] .- . they got Zorrow. ’I'hoy fi-;
nally got that son of a bxtcn ;

B . e

re-] -

Lohtabaadd L
e SR

for the violence. On the day before he .. . FBI offlcmlq deny'any mvolvement

—sl.\* 243 ¥
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$ 75 post, had ?o?:&

.“, phis, had angered young local blacks. =

.; EoEwSm om :6 H:AS%E. s.ro rpa. vmo: EoSmEQ mo

9:5\ HS. H,.Sm and ?m mgm _:..cra.ho_gso Motel,
‘were seen leaving the motel—-for c:n%FEmg
.Emmosm.icmﬂ before 6 PM, minules before King was

:_w% ﬁmm ayne .
Oowwzm:" 1976, Newsday Ine, [
“ Hours before the Rev. Zﬁss H&;we. Hm_:m u r, was
F:oa #1 Meraphis in 1968, the city’a {of Jaw-¢hforced
" ment-official,"§n the presence of men he identificd as
.. federal agents, removed one of two detectives assigned
"_to watch the civil rights leader from his’ vom« Authori~
" ties said the removal wag part of* an oES.mEF mwms
8 protect the detective’s life. - <71 . A
Ed ‘Redditt, the detective who* was 3508@ from ;
contingency plan to enabie
. ‘the police %E:B.,:v 1o epprchend an assassin
mroim an altempt be made on King's life:while  he
_was at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, The plan,
_which was never implemeuted, involved :5 mmp:sm o:.
" '0f a four-block area .ESE:W the motel, , ‘
. DPolice did.not assign & Hoamomgm:w Hoa Redditt,
Hr: they :did leava nro detective’s partner on duly. :
From interviews' and wczar 2. storied, :Newsday :

Invaders stand guard, some of his aides had agreed to

was an undercover Memphis police delective who pro-
S%mpigﬁprob mohsgo%ornomdm the F21.

.+ After Reddit was removed from duty, he was told
at a, ‘meeting in police headquarlers thet the U.S. Se-

' Reddit protested, saying.that he wanted to rcturn io
his post, but the cily’s thencpublic safety director,
‘Frank Holloman, insisted on thesofficet’s removal. ' In
iroute home with a police guard, Redditt heard on the
¢ar.radio that Xing had been shot by an assassin,
“Three days later, the round-the-clock guard watch-
ing womm:w was 8305& and he was allowed lo re-
turn’ to work. The police department never offered

"has learncd that Redditt and s pariner, béth mems-; any :::Bn expalnation of the “conlract” on his life.
" bers of the Merphis police intelligence unit, wetched #; About a week before Iing was killed, sources said,

- King and his staffers at the Lorfaine through binocus ¢ FBI informers had told the Memphis Police Depart-
‘ment that Reddili had shown some sympathy for

Aars from: the fire station across’the street. The two- B} .
{ing’s cause by cncouraging’ striking garbage
.20:8315,30soavm,:mmEBSS@E~wosa_w :o:i.

Jhan unit earlier had provided 82:@ for King .and
olent marches—io stay awoy from work. Redditt's

rz party, and they continued to keep” the ﬁorno_ am.,
#
-partner on the Xing surveillance team was con waidercd

“partment informed of their movements’and their visi!
. tors. Redditt and his Jpariner, W. B. Richmond, who
» £¢ more loyal to the department, sources said. The part-
ner remamed at his post and reportediy was Jooking

i

Tare both black, had withdrawn' frimd what would have
-been their :SSm_ position with the K:..m party De-
- cause, their presence, following :52: zo_m in ZS:

s was shot. .. .0 .

.ﬂs.oi:m woaa_z n:p:, is ::ozd o in 4 255 of
curiouis o:ocamS:oS surrounding King in z:w 985
_and hours prior {o his assassination,

- Recent disclosures that the TBI 82_:23 oim:-
sive surveillance of King have prompted several gov-
ernmental inquiries. The Senate Intelligence Cominit-
teo said its :anrmmg:_r:no<2o; no cvidence that
implicated the FBI in King’s murder or a cover-up.
‘Howevér, the commiltee chairman, Frank Church (D-
has talled for a federal special proseculor fo

-+Continued on Page 15

. The police were particularly oo:nesom,mwoi s_i..

...Qo:oo.cno:o black group called the. Invaders, i,of
“ithough :6% were friendly with the nonviolent King
“and hig associates, had led an’ outbreak; of ., violence
Jand looting a So&n earlier. Newsday _«anoszz di
“closed  that some of -thé leaders.of the Invaders were!
".FBI informants and had touched off the SESS.,zE

i was directly rogpansibloe for King
the day belore his agsassination,.!
“On April 4, the, day King was shot, mozn EB& Idaho),;

q ?FE S.im os?,

' o

‘their, présence.” One of the Invadere standing guard !

orot Scrvice had learned of a “contract” on his life.-

:«.Mﬂ::w through g:ooEB.m ié: :6 ES_ :nra 5&-.

e

shot. Although King himself never agreed tc have the :

| ST
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lOo:::com from Page q Lo
investigate the ,,,nmizzz,os to Hmmo?o :Bm:< unan- "
swered- questions,” including whether a bureau ‘‘ven--

-detta” against King was, related no.w.:.m a#;go?mvo v

Department of Justice i3 reviewing the FTRIs file on B
King: and will soon make 88530: m:o:o to .ﬁ::.. o

ney General Bdward Leyi, =100 oot e t
g Redditt and the officials ao:::oa E\.. Newsday’s
sources as having been present at the April 4.mceeting
at which Reddilt was told of the “coatract” on rs life
have refused to discuss the meeting. | o L
¢ Holloman acknowledged the report of p. t:mmn:«,.H
t¢ did receive a report. that thére wag a threat on Officer.;:..
4 Redditt's life. Where it cawe from, 1 can’ ” y

5y

tsay.”
Asked about the April 4 meeting with: Redditt;in.

{he presence of a man identified by Holloman as A
“U.S. Sccret Service agant and other federal authori--
ties, Holloman said haltingly, ‘. .. H._mo:.x.anm:...\.
Lven if I did I don't think I would say.” L _
An oflicial of the US. Sccret Service ﬁ:g. ro;_.
checked the agency’s records and found no ind _op:o:
that an agent had been sent to Memphis at that {imé. .
At the police headquarters Eoo::f,..:o:o::,.? acy
‘cording to sources, introduced Redditt: to & *‘Secret
Service agent down from Washington, D.C,” a man -
about six feet tall and. weighing about 220 pounds. A
Mississippi highway E:o::m:,.Eo::::mz.mm_m,..r:m _
overheard someone threatening to- go to- Memphis to -

Xill Redditt. The threat allegedly. had been relayed to,

Ll o e ek

Lvad

te

a2 X

a3t

@ g

£
.

J;.:a U.S. Seeret Service and 1he azend had flown.down !
4 to deliver the' message to the Memphis vo:om.p:;.,. o

%1, The man idenlified a¢ the Sccret Service agent | A e Teont il ro*o_ vm_noz,\ . ir_nr %

b AN R

3
urs *_rcﬂc

1en ?o was, w*_.cnr 3 a mro* apparently

§; . _ . Jenod i o) om
»f_ verified mo:oe.ém account,  sources said. ,23;,. irdd from circled ismoi. o e . . 4
L4l present; according to sotrces, were the Memphis po-° R . e AN S N : NP

lice or_z.. an FBI liaison agent, two military intellig-}

7

: ..w.&&: v.:__vwoﬂmm :z._;,.mo;é.wi&...g,EEEM..S..ra

the sources saidy but he was ordered not.to.do so.,

s office, & Nas,

5 o:qo,o?oﬁm. an official frum tne sheriff o
:<n ' Cm zuo. R .wuomﬁ..

} tional Guard official and‘'a- SEomo:.g

¢4 Tennessce state highway patrols’ = = & - Holloman told, him ha would be .Eofaom with 24-hour ' - ; :
. 3 i ; v Em to- sources, called fot the ¢ntire four-block area

w The Memphis police chie® at ‘the :Bam.urimm. C. : & ; :

i1 MacDonald, now the chizt administrator of thé' ¢ity’s's: protection at 2 local hotel. undex an mamEsom name. ; So::& King’s motel to be seale off by patrol cars if
: 1 Juvenile Court, could not be reached by telephone de- Redditt refused the hotel olfer d.mopmmo his mother-in+ 7 komeone tricd to kill King. All sireets were o be
. ms:q numerous altempts. In reply to a letter request- Jaw, Wwho was living in his home, was ill and could not. o_ono?.sﬁ»nrom in case of ‘an mmﬁ?f:s:o: atlempt.

<| ing information about the Redditt affair, MacDonold @ be’ moved. Holloman irsisted that m,.w.»-ro:n police » Redditt s known to believe that if his plan had been
wrote: “I have been out of law enforcement for seven guard be postetd mﬁ Redditt’s: :oac. ' " Tin cffcct it would have been impossible for a lonc as-
. years. I have no 8332: 1o 3&6 moo:n your ; For the two, days following the ?ummw_:mrc? Red-

; &: asked to 833 to works Thach w.onc?n was denied

G g RS AN . C$¢

. ueImners or “the’ invaders, Sbo v:a vmos Eoﬁ&mm mo-“

o:ﬁ further explanation. -, <.~

| ) .
"Redditt’s” assassination oo;::mo:g play, a :ooa.

R \

-4

ro m:.oon 8 ymé mmgc& _

s »1(:((:2: V)

L ..LOoE.scom on Page 15
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Ori the third ddy, 4 m::mm% ro f::::i E work with-

bassin, shooting from the mgmvoﬂom :oc:ocmo across -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LLaboratory Work Sheet

e wurkw - - L

; o
Examination requested by: FBI, Alanta

-

Examination requested:

Result of Examination:

Q229~2 23Y % LIPS 7’//8

>
[S4e ]

J’d\/‘{!‘ \,M/““-/\ LFPS 17///7

fTT' e ‘//7 |

~
~

Specimens submitted for examination

. . - ( :
g C & M J,W'/’/‘“/"

Micro., (Fibers)
Spectro., -~ Fingerprint

t"i’ /Ui,ia \7{j @{ d./é\ .

- Misc,

-

Q235 Handkerchief

LATENTS
_——-\—

I

File #
Lab. #

EXPEDITE

Date received: 4/18/68 rm

Examination by;



OFFICE "F THE DIRECTOR

",

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J‘USTICE
FEDERAL BUREATU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

May 28, 1976

James H. Lesar, Esqg.
1231 Fourth Street, S. W.
Washington,D. C. 20024

Dear Mr. Lesar:

Reference is made to your letter dated May 19,
1976, to Special Agent Thomas L. Wiseman which enclosed
your check in the amount of $32 (for the twenty-eight
8 X 10 inch photographs hand delivered to you on May 17,
1976, by Special Agent Thomas L. Wiseman) .

Enclosed in accordance with your wishes is a
copy of the receipt you signed dated May 17, 1976, for
the twenty-esight photcgraphs.

This will also confirm the delivery of the five
8 X 10 inch photographs that were hand delivered by Special
Agent Thomas L. Wiseman to you on May 25, 1976, and your
check tendered, therefore, in the amount of $2.50 dated
May 26, 1976. :

Additionally enclosed in accordance with your
wishes expressed in a telephone conversation with Special
Agent Parle Thomas Blake of this Bureau's Legal Counsel
Division on May 26, 1976, are those portions of four pages
pertaining to a spectographic examination of shoe polish
samples. '

Excisions have been made from these four: pages
in order to protect materials which are exempted from
disclosure by the following subsections of Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552:

(b) (2) materials related solely to the internal
rules and practices of the FBI;

TSI FUERCROPI ™
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James H. Lesar, Esq.

(b) (7) investigatory records compiled for law
enforcement purposes, the disclosure
of which would:

(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion
of the personal privacy of another
person.

Sincerely yours,

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

Enclosures (2)
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I, James lI. Lesar received twenty-eight
8 x 10 photograohs from SA Thomas L. 'Iiseran.
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hpril 9, 1968

Honorable Ramcey Clark
Attorn~y Genaral
Waehington, D. C.

Dear Gineral Clerk:
T em vroviding the following infeormation re sarding

ascacoinaticn of Martin Tuther Wing for wLatLVﬁr va‘ 12
1% may have in your investigation.

qu r:&

Puring the years 16063 and 156G an investisation dinvolving

extremiat grouns was conducted by the Mlaml Pollice Donnre

nent end the Dade Cour*y State Atterroy. X coowdin $ed
,/Y.

¢hat ifwestigation and the records will rel cet that two
$ndividuals planned o agsassinate Hoytin Mutacw wing.

1. In October, 1953, en informey w‘portcd o QOUTrIeDe
gaticn with one, Jaclk Brod inv 1 plannsd o

l &
kili Ring Broun then resided 1 cmﬁ”1a Tennzpocs,
and was ;mvﬂiwuj Vizerd of the Dixie Klan.

2., In liay, 1964, Sidney Ear s K3
-a(e plans-to Wil1 Kinz on May 17, 1004, ir
o~ < O 9,

]
g Y S - 2 2 i m nd iy A = Ip— -
arncs at that time planned o move o

(2

Nobilep f

P

The obove informatlon was provided to the IBI dupring the
courace of cur investigation, -

rusting the above may be of scme assliptanse To you, I om

Sinceraly,

Saymour Gelber ,
tant Atternsy (Goneral

o

i ey

ety v




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

?

WASHINGTON, 3., 205330 :
. -
Addreez Reply to the
Division Indicated )
end Refer to Initiale and Numbier N ot @%
SJIP:JHF:ddc & 9AT

DI 144-72-662

Mr. Seymour Gelker
Asslstont Atlorney General
Capitol Building

Tallahz :see, Flexi

- "

e RIS W
da DLOUL

Dear Mr., Gellor:

This refers to your recent communication copn-
cerning ‘- formation pertinent. to the investigation

of the ussascination of Dr. Martin Lulher King in
Mewphi ¢, Jennessee, on April 4, 19¢8. :

We have transmitted a copy of your communi-
cation to thig Department.t s investigative agency,
the Federal Burcau of Investigation, You nay also
wish to contact directly the office of that agency
nearest you. ; ;

Sincerely,

. STEPHEN J, POLLAK
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

py: /Oy
J. HAROLD FLANNERY
[i) . Attorney
2 Central Scction
VCJE
'( P[L\
1P O -
477 f(.)lf
C”‘?"‘T G ‘QEK‘()
"
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Investigation Enters New Phase Lo

e~

"FBI F iles 1

REMPHIS, June 15 (AP)
-—Five Justice Department

attorneys have reopened the -

FBI's Martin Luther King
Jr. files in Memphis, enter-
ing ancther phase of their
renewed inquiry into the
civil rights leader’s murder.

The latest investigation-

into the killinz of King be-
gan seven weeks azo at the
request of a Senate commit-

tee headed by Frank Church

(D-1dzho).

“We plan to spend several
raonths looking at the case

from every angle and in

light of what appears to be .
.the [FRI’s] 13- or I16-year -
harassment of Xing, as dis-’

closed wy the Church com-

(%
heen, 23, head of the Justice
Department’s Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility.
Shaheen said Monday that
the inquiry wiil he

“exnaustive” covering cir- -

cumstances of the 1063 mur-
der as King stocd on a mo-
tel balcony in Memphis, var-
ious murder conspiracy the-
orics and the FBI's harass-
ment of King and later in-
vestigation of his death.
James Iarl Ray, the con-
victed killer of King, is serv-
ing a 99-year sentence at the
state prison in XNashville.

However, Rav has said he”
was coerced into pleading’

guilty to the King slaying
and has been seeking a new
tl‘hl
Shaheen sald he and hid
team will spend about three

ittee sgid Michast Sha: . FoERS Jn Semphis, and;
=g SRR s R e

f
i

SRR
H 1

1 King Case wam&

eventually, will chieck every
King file in all 59 FBI ficld;
office in the country. .. 4
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- r By KAV PITTAMAN "LACK
Lo dia oot a farnur Copa, \ Pranr Serealian Shatt Willer
+KY &b <, % oM > £ j l
. ¢ Mestae Depart Investipators from the 8 Depar g af Justiee n
.,* “’ k s Jividion in \Ua hieton have bopan probng the | RS Gles n Moo
: .""‘ .‘r. o seneriny will be e phis i connechion with the new Iy estipation s the
i ' '“ : v oemstanges of the assassination of Dr RMartn Tuther King
R I D irdor Conupirasy

The investipaiion, suid Mike Shaheenr of the Jastice 3 ¢
Department's division of professional responsihihity,
carted seven weeks apn Ttwas suppested by Sen Frank -
Church’s comnuttee and the Attoroey Geperal's offiee in
Waslhingpton anthorzed the ipvestigation

Shaheen, 35, originaliy from Como, Miss,, and a for-
- cowertee hended by Sea Frank -mer law clerk for U.S, Diet. Judge Robert M. McRac I,

pss . in ﬁgi—’«“-l 3y 3L rway D oW venterday to et 188 Mumgphls profe urder .
o enee PR i 3t ergy v ey e e i P

A & ' s vt e sment of Ry
o i dearh

CLoteary of 10 atter.

v Woldingetan

v atihe regact of a

U A

[} . Y

<

g

i £y Ja Aty redaling 16 6l
YDy i o torimianl of ethital a9
‘partment of Justice, ine
{nvestigation.

T
h

PYEST

x
Churebh commiriee
I charae

RS N i . huding e
o ohe Justice Department's
Office o 1% saeomal Responsaibihity, Sba-
t‘cc;n caud _h'v A o4 a0 team, on an unhmited Shnheen sazid five atterncys have becn essigned to
o PR will enendd ebout 24 tn & weeks in 2 . Bamphis for two and 8 nalf to thres weeks “to g0 OVET
7 ‘F{*‘??—Q}ﬁ%jﬁmﬂ@’% e Svatd AN of e Loy < suel Thay ars gIQIIVE <~ itz Mo e
iy il el 49 PR Sd et ie w ris FBU office B Somainho i Pk, gt RSt I
C".tfi'\"-':"\‘ gsgassination.” Com TR
It's towr carly ta have turned up any- Then, he sad fiies in ail o the 9 ficid offices of the
trpver . and we haven't soticed any- FB1 alea will be probed “as we understand there is
oy surprisng oo far' The balk of the materinl in all of the fiold offices concerning the
sy fikelv will be centered in Mem- geaassination.”
phis, but “were playmng it by ear,” he : The first seven weeks of the probe, said Shaheen, ) .
sasd . who plans to retura to Memphis in a few years to set up ' =~
~Anything anvbody could possibly think fa private law praciice, have been spent poring over the
of in connection with the Martin Luther FB1 fies in the Washington headquarters end the ficld
fung case ar James Farl Ray will be done office
. before we're funsh " Aft

cr ali files are probed, Shaheen qaid investuigators | . G
< wall return to Memphis to ik to all of the FBI upents

‘ ) here who were connected vith the King investigauion 88 ‘ :

. weh as all persons interviewed by the agents. 5

! “This is going to be an exhaustive probe,” he said.

. b «We are going to look mto everything in connection with

S — ’ b the King assassination that the ordinary citizen could

o , think shotld be lookud o &s well as much more. We . e

will be tracing James Farl Ray's movements, looking into E oo
all conspiracies, theorics ant the like” )
Shaheen, whose father he said is & “country doctor™ | ,
) ; in Como, said he has appointed Fred Folsom &s head of | 4 S e
i w the task ferce. “Tle is a veteran of the civil mghts divi- | - -
- | sion, criminal division and crimingl tax division in the
3 department, said Shahcen. Folsom i in Mernphis working e
on the task.
Shaheen said 10 persons are now aseipned to the
probe “and more will be added &3 needdd We have all
the resources of the department at our command for a
full-ccale, in-depth probe ™
The probe will, said Sheaheen, not only investigate
&, “the FBIU's investigation,” tut also concentratc on the
assassination itself “because of what has now been de-
scribed as 16 years of harrassment of Dr. King on the
FBi's part.”

) So far, eaid Shahecn “pothing exclting,” has been

. “rurned up yet,” but “we're finding & lot that is

i interesting.” . PR

Shaheen, who was elected mayor of Como when he | N5

. ; was 29 and left to join the Justice Department three | i b
years ago, «aid he expects the overall probe to go on “fovs

a fews mote months” Results, he <aid. will be reported \

Girectly to the Attorney General's office and the director,
. of the FBI
King was shot in Memphis on April 4, 1968 After an
. international manhuat, James Farl Ray was arrested and
pleaded gudey on narch 10, 1969, to the shivin Haw |
ever, & fow davs after his guilty plea he clamued he was il
coerced inta dorag so by his attorney, Perey Foreman of “
Houston  Kay has Been Urying to get g new tral see l
being confined 10 maximum gecunity in the state prisoen
in Nashwville . \
last February, aftec an cvidentisry heanog, U8
. Dhst Judpe Robert M wicRac Jr. turned down his bud and o\
- the U8 Sixth Ciremt Couet of Apopeals in Cincinnatt Jast ||
month upheld Judie M Hac's rthing.
fast Unday, Ray filed 2 complmnt in federal court
secking damages [ron vanous witers and of by m l
cluding Judpe MceRae, saying they  hsd damaged s
nipiits toa far traal \




