
    

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

HAROLD WEISBERG, 

Plaintiff, : 

Vv. Civil Action No. 75-1996 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, : 

Defendant : 

SECOND AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES HIRAM LESAR 

I, James Hiram Lesar, being first duly sworn, depose as 

follows: | 

1. I am attorney for Harold Weisberg, plaintiff in the above- 

entitled action. 

2. I have been attorney for James Earl Ray since 1970. Al- 

though Ray recently filed a motion with the Sixth Circuit asking 

that I be relieved of the obligation to represent him further, and 

I concurred in that request on grounds, of extreme financial hard- 

ship, the Sixth Circuit has refused to grant Ray's motion. As of 

today I remain his attorney. 

3. Since 1970 I have done in excess of 5,000 hours of work 

on the James Earl Ray case. I have received no fee for this work. 

During this same period I have done an equivalent amount of pro 

bono work on several Freedom of Information lawsuits which I have 

handled for Harold Weisberg. 
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local police framed him. The framing of Ray was followed by a 

cover-up by federal, state, and local officials which continues to 

this day. 

5. When the truth of the assassination of Dr. King and the 

handling of the James Earl Ray case is finally publicly known, as 

I am sure it one day will be, there will be a full-blown scandal. 

The closest analogy is to the Dreyfus affair in France. Our basic 

institutions will be seriously discredited, both at home and 

abroad. The Federal Bureau of Investigation, the judiciary, the 

legal profession in general, all will be severly damaged. 

6. This damage can only be minimized if the courts fulfill 

their role in seeing that justice is done. Thus far the courts 

have failed to do this, despite overwhelming evidence that Ray did 

not plead guilty voluntarily, did not receive the effective assis- 

tance of counsel, and could not have committed the crime as 

alleged. 

7. This case represents the attempt of a private citizen to 

obtain evidence which can be used to demonstrate, in court and 

elsewhere, that grave wrongs have been committed by those sworn to 

uphold the law. . 

8. Mr. Weisberg, the private citizen seeking this informa- 

tion, has spent far more time studying the King assassination than 

have I. His work is largely responsible for obtaining James Earl 

Ray his federal habeas corpus evidentiary hearing. Recently, in- 

formation which he supplied a reporter has led to important revela-4 

tions about FBI penetration of "The Invaders", an organization of 

young black radicals whose acts of violence resulted in Dr. King's   eg gg ge de Umma NR RANA KEAA {Can attanhad cline



    

knowledgeable authority on the assassination of Dr. King and Pres- 

ident Kennedy. 

9. Mr. Weisberg is 63 years old. He has serious health prob- 

lems. Last October he was hospitalized with phlebitis. The vein 

in one leg has disintegrated. The grim reality is that he could 

die at any moment from this condition. The longer it takes to ob- 

tain the documents he seeks in this suit, the more likely it is 

that he will die without having had the opportunity to study them 

and give his expert evaluation. This would in turn deprive the 

courts and the public of information vitally needed in order to 

reach an informed opinion on a matter of grave national importance. 

10. Moreover, Mr. Weisberg earns his livlihood as an author. 

He is currently working on a second book on the assassination of 

Dr. King and the James Earl Ray case. The government documents 

sought in this suit are urgently needed in order for him to com- 

plete his manuscript. 

ll. The Department of Justice is, in my judgment, deliberate- 

ly engaging in a policy of stonewalling Mr. Weisbergs request for 

information about the assassination of Dr. King. Every effort is 

being made to create false, obfuscatory, and diversionary issues 

which grind up the limited resources of time, money, and energy 

which Mr. Weisberg and I can expend. This parallels the policy 

which the Department has engaged in in other Freedom of Information 

cases which Mr. Weisberg has filed. 

12. A typical example of this is the phone call which I re- 

ceived from Special Agent Parle Thomas Blake of the Federal Bureau   Af Tnwvactiaationia Tagal Cowunceal Nivicion on Mav 26, 1976. Adent



    

coming, and aboveboard. He had a new spectrographic report not 

previously disclosed to us. It dealt with shoe polish on a hand- 

kerchief. Did I want it? Did I want to come down to FBI Head- 

quarters and pick it up? Or could he perhaps sent a messinger out 

to deliver it to me? 

13. I told him to mail it to me. A copy of it is attached 

hereto. The most important part of it, the “results of examina~ 

tion", is entirely masked. A letter from FBI Director Kelley to 

me dated May 28, 1976, a copy of which is attached hereto, ex- 

plains that the results of these examinations were excised on 

grounds that they are “materials related solely to the internal 

rules and practices of the FBI" and are “investigatory recores 

compiled for law enforcement purposes, the disclosure of which 

would constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy 

of another person." | 

14. Nothing could be more preposterous than these claims. 

It is quite obvious that they are invoked simply to harrass Mr. 

Weisberg and to further obstruct the settlement of this case. 

15. The dishonesty and non-responsiveness of the government's 

affidavits and responses to interrogatories in Freedom of Informa- 

tion Act lawsuits adds to the burden which the plaintiff faces. 

Unless false, evasive, or misresentative statements are corrected, 

the record is corrupted and the court's judgment may be affected. 

Yet refuting the government's affidavit often takes a considerable 

amount of time and effort. 

16. One item of Mr. Weisberg's information request, the one 

for "all photographs or sketches of any suspects in the assassina-   — ears ae -7~ 8



    

laid down in Deputy Attorney General Harold Tyler's letter to me 

of December 1, 1975, FBI Special Agent Thomas L. Wiseman has twice 

sworn under oath that the only suspect in the assassination of Dr. 

King was James Earl Ray. This is false. In fact, on May 25, 1975, 

Agent Wiseman himself delivered to me photographs of sketches of 

suspects in the King assassination which included some that are 

clearly not of James Earl Ray. 

17. Mr. Weisberg and I both have knowledge of other photo- 

graphs and sketches of King assassination suspects which have not 

yet been provided us. In addition, Department of Justice and FBI 

files contain information on other King assassination suspects. 

Attached hereto are two letters which I have obtained from a non- 

governmental source. The first is a letter from Mr. Seymour Gel- 

ber, then Assistant Attorney General of Florida, to United States 

Attorney General Ramsey Clark. Dated April 9, 1968, Mr. Gelber's 

letter specifically identifies two suspects in the King assassina- 

tion and notes that this information had previously been given to 

the FBI. The April 16, 1968, reply from Mr. Stephen Pollak of the 

Civil Rights Division notes that this information was agains 

turned over to the FBI by them. Thus, the Department of Justice's 

own correspondence refutes the claims of Deputy Attorney General 

Tyler and Special Agent Wiseman that there were never any suspects 

other than James Earl Ray. 

18. Any claim that the Department of Justice cannot spare 

Manpower to comply with Mr. Weisberg's information request is dis- 

proven by the information in the attached story from the Wasington 

Post of June 16, 1976, which states that five Justice Department   ee de we ee lw ee ee Bm a kk Ok Lee Cla ee ewe eel lw DULCE elle nent Lf



    

Memphis Press-Scimitar of June 15, 1976, also attached hereto, 

adds that ten persons are now assigned to the re~investigation" 

of the King assassination by the Office of Professional Responsi- 

bility, and “more will be added as needed." This article further 

states that the first seven weeks of the probe were spent poring 

over FBI files in the Washington headquarters and Washington field 

office, and that the files in all 59 FBI field offices will ulti- 

mately be checked. This makes it patently clear that neither 

money nor manpower is lacking tc search the FBI's files on the 

assassination of Dr. King. The search is already being conducted. 

Its scope and duration make it clear that this is a matter of top 

priority. In light of this, the cbvious explanation for the ob- 

stinate refusal of the Department to make these documents available 

to plaintiff is cover-up. 

“hos 
a Bee” 
aot : - af 
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JAMES HIRAM LESAR 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Before me this 30th day of June, 1976, deponent James Hiram 

Lesar has appeared and signed this affidavit, first having sworn 

that the statements made therein are true. 

My commission expires CX. ft {tf {F) 4 

Va Zk, 2, 
ben A, IN AND on 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  
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tr’ The FBI continues to turn up in : 
runexplained circumstances surrounding 

' ‘the assassination. of Martin Luther’ 

«King. - ¢ 
: . Newsday has. Yearned that FBI in- 
_formants actively participated in the 
, rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew 
;the Rev. Dr. King back to the city 
; where he was killed. 
e Several FBI informants and at least 
yone undercover agent for the Memphis 

flack tt. eh 

wey 

  

of the group’s vio.ent confrontations. ade 

, Police and FBI officials were regularly 
“provided with detailed information 
about the group’s plans, activities and 
meetings... ‘“They knew everything that 

-went on at Invaders’ meetings,” “one 
source said. “It was as if they had a 
‘tape recorder there.” The undercover 
“Memphis policeman who joined the In- 
.vaders was at the scene of the violence 

- on the day of the riot, several sources 

uy 

; , Police Department were among the - 
: most active members of a young, vio-— 
,ence-prone black group which openly 
s opposed King’s peaceful march sup- ~ 

«porting the city’s sanitation workers. 
t According to some witnesses, the . 
7100-member group called the Invaders 

; led the March 28 riots which altempted 
{ to discredit King’s efforts. Following - 
: the riot, in which one vouth was killed, 
scores injured and 238 arrested, King 
Pvowed that he would return to prove 
i that he still could lead & nonviolent de- , 
Lamonstation.” 

¢? “Dr, King would never have’ ree 
| turned to Memphis if the violence had 

_ hot happened,” said the Rev. Jesse 
! Jackson, who was one of King’s aides 
‘in the Southern Christian Leadership 
, Conference. “We never intended to get 
‘bogged. down in Memphis.” 
* The Invaders created major disrup-. 
:tions among local blacks supporting | 
, King, according to his aides. ‘They crit- 
jicized King for’his nonviolent ap- 
, proach and urged local blacks to “burn, 
- baby, burn.” On April 4, the day King 
“was killed, the groups met with him 
“and his staff and threatened renewed 
‘violence unless they were given $750,- - 
-000 to redevelop their community. 
“They just got louder and louder,” one 

_aide who was at the meeting recalled. 
“We told them we didn’t have access to 

—
—
 

ve 

said. He is reportedly still a member of 
the Memphis force. 

“Weston [not the real name ‘of the 
undercover police agent] was very vo- 

cal, very active,” said a former leader 
of the Invaders who has talked to the 
policeman since he was discovered to 
be a member of the force. “He had a 
7.62 Russian automatic rifle and ha 
was armed every time we were armed. 
He was always suggesting actions that 

we should take; I never saw him physi- 
cally attack anyone. But he was one of 
the most provocative members of the 
Invaders. ” sot Pg 

* The Invaders, who wore jackets with 
their names printed on the backs, were 
organized in late 1967. The youths 

were led mainly by college students at 
“nearby Memphis State and LeMoyne 
‘Colleges. The Invaders denounced the 
nonviolent strategy, but offered pro- 

tection for King and his staff members, 
“They, like other blacks in the country, 
were naturally frustrated by the slow 
pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah 

‘Williams, Atlanta SCLC director. “We 

_ usually put them to work as parade 

marshals or security. guards, They: 

- would never have hurt Dr. King.. But 

those who infiltrated our groups, and 

_we could never identify them, tried to 

anne bind anf manavu Wa hal ta rut. 

exploit the youngsters’ frustrations and 
neglect and.turn them against us.” . 4 

' The FBI and Memphis police. veri- \ 
fied recently that they had informants 
amange the Invaders in 1458 However, 

’ 
“ 

ney
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wouldn't be surprised if we had inform= memo, was put into effect March 4,one 

“ers in the’group. I’m sure there was ad-. month before King was killed. It was ¢ 
equate: coverage of the Invaders.” -: designed to “prevent the rise of.a ‘mes-. 

“It-is reliab ly reported _ that’ the oe siah’ who could unify .°.’. the militant - 

| reaut an “Meranhis: -policé“shared intel- black nationalist mmoverent.” ‘An over: 

na about tie 1 \ : . _all goal of Hoover’s plan was to {dis-. . 

jJigenice about 8. nvaders. credit’ black leaders and their njove- - 
"In: additioi to bei ng. involved with © 

t the “March .28-violence, the Memphis “ment among both blacks and whites: 

[police undercover agent was providing |: The violence att Memphis, perhaps > 

Heecurity for King at the Lorraine Motel . OTe than .anything: else, egan’ to ere 
“on the day he was assassinated, accord- | ode King’s credibility among moderate - 

‘ing ‘to knowledgeable sources. ‘Nhe offi- . blacks.” King and his group were: pres 
  ‘cer. was a member of the Invaders’ * paring to lead a nonviolent -‘‘Poor Peo-f-*   

* four-man: security force that- had, ples’ March” on Washington later’ that § 

erecd | to. provide: protection - for-King™ “month. After the Memphis riots some . 
.f a 7 AT , 6 ~ “ T Aa * T . 

mwhilo he was in Memphis. - #national black leaders ai.acked King 

There’ have been a ‘series of disclo-- for the violence. On the day before he... 

pures recently concerning covert FBI™’ -was killed, NAACP. leader “Roy Wilk. 
Ms ttacked King in a story printed in. 

‘ tivities against King. This has led to ~. ins a 
‘ Department of- Justice“investigation. : _ the Memphis ° Press-Scimitar. Wilkins . 

_ Phe inquiry startedafter the Senate said he doubted that King could’ keep 

r HIntelligence Comniiitee discovered -an. "the Washington march nonviolent: “Tf 

.FBI‘memorandum, dated March 28, 4 maverick of the rear ranks of the « 
1969, ‘which detailed a plan to portray. “march decides to throw a brick through .: 

\ ‘King as.a hypocrite for. staying at a a window, there’s nothing. Dr. King u 

\ ‘white-owned motel-—the  Rivermont front can do to slop iL ny. 

\ ‘Holiday Inn—where he fied after the Jensen, who was in charge: -of the - 

\? violence erupted. The Justice Depart-.. FBI in Memphis, said that the “ulti- » 

‘ment investigated to see if the memo mate decisions [for Cointelpro]: were: 

“had stiything to do with King’s return - made in Washington . D.C. ‘and Yhen’ 

‘to tha ‘black-owned ‘Lorraine Motel, » they came to the field office.” He de-" 

“where he.was killed. They found no ey- Died that his office ‘ever received the. 

"id@nee. linking the FBI to ¢ plot to. hotel memo. “T have no recollection of : 

-have King return'to the Lorraine mo- .4 memorandum dated’ March 28," he :: 

-tel, However, Newsday has learned - said. “If it was an intra-office remo I. 

‘that: the Invaders. heatedly discussed wouldn’t have seen it anyway. It ‘would - 
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. thems elves—some threatening, violence + x Hons. mS , we ES EE 

over the issues) oc - ” The “Senate Intelligence. Committee 

A’ source ab the ‘Justice “Department -said that it uncovered no evidence that ° 

"told Newsday that the FBI memo was ’ the FBI was implicated in King’s mour- 

; jpart ef then FBI Director J. Edgar der or any: cover-up.-The committee 

  
hoa, 

Co. Riot in 
wet 

? 

> 

   
   

  

King’s stay-at the’ white motel among . have come, to-us as gens eral: ‘instruc-. x 

*: King was'shot, an agent. I knew im A‘: 

Hoover’s Counter-Intelligence Program: chairman, Frank Church (D-Idaho), 

(Cointelpro) against “Black National- .-has reportedly called for a federal. spe- -." 

Ligt-Hate Groups.” ‘The plan, outlined in - cial prosecutor to investigate Abe assas-_ 4 pally gol that son of a bitch.” in 

ce ante mane eo TIT oem ™, ve 

cp oT : 
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sination’ ‘to ‘resolve “m inany ‘nanswere! 
questions,” including whether. the bu: 
‘reau -“vendetta’”” against King wes: re, 

"lated to his murder in “Memphis... 

‘Some: of ‘King’s: staff” members’ over} 
“the years, have charged that the Invad-, 
“ets were responsible for the riots which: 

_ indirectly’ led they: ‘Bays: to. eee 8 death; 
“in Memphis, 0" Dt : 

‘ “The violence was definitely respon: 

sible ‘for’ Martin’s ‘ being in: Memphis: 

‘on “April. 4th, ” said. Cong. “Andrew, 
Young (D-Ga.). ‘The Invaders’ ‘them-" 
selves have taken responsibility for. the! 

‘violence. Now if the FBI was invelved, 
with. the” Invader, then it would hear, 
looking Untold ae HE oy hes 

~* FBI officials ‘deny any ‘involvement 
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-~ in King’s death. “The FBI did an ex-+ 
-reellent job in the investigation,” “Jen~1 
sen said. “There are still a lot of thee; 

. * ries, but no new evidence. . 
However, former FBI agent. Arthur’ 

‘Murtagh said that Hoover’s: releniless | 4 
surveillance of King influened. the way i 

- individual agents approached the ‘mur- 4 
+ der. For:a time Murtagh directed the j 
-bureau’s intelligence unit in Atlantad 

*- which tapped the civil rights: leader's? 
. telephones and bugged his rooms. “The } 

bureau under Hoover believed’ that ; 
“King was a foreign Communist agent,” 
‘he said. “He was the enemy. In. this. : 

“sort of atmosphere, the bureau’s inves- 4 

“ tigating King *s murder was like the} 

CIA investigating | the’ assassination ' of 3 
_ a Russian premier.” 0° 0. 3 Pe te 54 

‘Murtagh said that some agents’ were ; 

. ““cestatic” after King ‘\ ‘was shot. “When 4 

. Janta went on a 30-minute high. We 

‘were in“the bureau’s parking lot when 
‘the news came and this fellow kept’ 
saving, “They got Zorro [King’s code 

name]... they got Zorrow, They: a4 
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had been 
providing 
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lay 
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. 
‘cutily 

tor 
King 

and 
his 

staff 
in 

tl 

Copyright 
1976, 

Newsday 
Ine 

ys 
a
 

oe 
7 -were 

seen 
l
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n
g
 

the 
motel 

> 
Hours 

before 
the 

Rev. 
Martin 

Luther. King 
Jr, 

w
a
g
 -Teasons+-just 

before 
6 

PM, 
minut 

: killed 
in 

Memphis 
in 

1968, 
the 

city’s 
top Jaw-enforce- 

Trshot, 
Although 

King 
himself 

never 
Invaders 

stand 
guard, 

some 
of 

his : 
* ment-official,’in 

the 
presence 

of 
men 

he 
identified 

as 
- 

~ 
federal 

agents, 
removed 

one 
of 

two 
detectives 

assigned: 
their, 

presence. 
One 

of 
the 

Invad 

"to 
watch 

the 
civil 

rights 
leader 

from 
his post., 

Authori- 
4) 

Was 
an 

undercover 
Memphis 

police 

" fies 
said 

the 
removal 

was 
part 

of: an 
em rergency 

plan 
vided 

information 
for 

the 
police 

a 
fter 

Reddit 
was 

removed 
from 

at 
a. 
a
i
n
e
e
t
i
n
g
 

in 
police 

headquarter 
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to 
protect 

the 
detective’s 

life, 
<>! 

‘ 

,, 
Ed 

-Redditt, 
the 

detective 
who: was “removed 

from 
| ge 

—ht is post, 
had 

prepared 
a 

contingency 
plan 

to 
enable 

_ cret 
Service 

had 
learned 

of 
a 

“Co. 

‘the 
police 

department fo. 
apprehend 

an. 
assassin 

Reddit 
protested, 

saying. 
that 

he 
v 

‘should 
an 

attempt 
bo 

made.on 
King’s 

life-while 
he-j«his 

poe+, 
b
u
t
 
the 

city’s 
then-publ 

was 
at 

the 
Lorraine 

Motel 
in 

Memphis. 
‘The 

plan, 2; Frank 
Holloman, 

irisisted 
on 

t
h
o
 

_ which 
was 

never 
implemented, 

involved 
the 

sealing off. 
\route 

home 
with 

a 
police 

guard, 
Ri 

of 
a 

four-Hlock 
area 

around 
tho 

motel... 
_ 

€) é¢arradio 
that 

King 
had 

been 
shot 

b 

.. 
Police 

did.not assign 
a 

replacement 
for Reddit. 

"Three 
days 

later, 
the 

round-the 

“But 
they:did 

leave 
the 

detective’s 
partner 

on 
duly. 

ing 
Redditt 

was 
rémoved 

and 
he 

F
r
o
m
 

interviews’ and 
published. 

stories, 
N
e
w
s
d
a
y
 

turn’ 
to: 

work. 
The 

police 
deparn 

has 
learned 

that 
Redditt 

end 
Bis 

partner, 
both 

mem-'; 
any 

further 
expalnation 

of 
the ‘ 

bers 
of 

the 
Memphis 

police 
intelligence 

unit, 
watched 7, About 

a 
week 

before 
King 

was 
y 

. King 
and 

his 
staffers 

at 
the 

Lorraine 
through 

binocu- 
TBI 

informers 
had 

told 
the 

Mem 

«Jers 
from 

the 
fire 

station 
across’ 

the 
street. 

The 
two- 

ment 
that 

Redditt 
had 

s
h
o
w
n
 

woman 
‘unit earlier 

had 
provided 

security 
for 

King 
and 

King’s 
c
a
u
s
e
 

by 
encouraging 

- 
his 

party, 
and 

they 
continucd 

to 
k
e
e
p
 

the 
police. 

dey 
“workers-+who 

were 
being 

suyporte 

-partinont 
infotmed 

of 
their 

movemenis’and 
'‘theie 

visi- 
olent 

marches—to 
stay 

away ‘fr 

._ tors, 
Redditt 

and 
his 

partner, 
W. 

B.’ 
Richmond, 

who 
| partner 

on 
the 

King 
surveillance 

& 

; “are 
both 

black, 
had 

withdrawn 
frost 

what 
would 

have 
¢) more 

loyal 
to 

the 
department, 

sou 

-been 
their 

normal 
position 

with 
the 

King 
party 

—be-.. 
ner 

remained 
at 

his 
post 

and 
rep 

cause. 
their 

presence, 
following 

recent 
riots 

in 
Mem-, 

vat King 
through 

binoculars 
when 

phis, 
had 

angered 
young 

local 
blacks, : w

o
h
 

ers 
wasshot... 
“Tho, 

entire 
Reddit 

affai rig 
an 

~. 
The 

polico 
were 

particularly 
concerned 

about 
a 

vi 

olence-prono 
black 

group 
called 

the 
Invaders, 

who, *
 

curlous: 
ciroumtstances 

surroundin| 

«though 
they 

wero 
friendly 

with 
the 

nonviolent 
King 

and 
hours 

priot 
to 

his 
assassinalt 

- 
and 

his 
associates, 

had 
led 

an 
outbreak 

‘of 
. violence +

 
“Recent 

disclosures 
that 

the 
FI 

“and 
l
o
o
t
i
n
g
 

a.week 
eatlicr. 

Newsday 
recently 

dis- 
sive 

surveillance of 
King 

have 
prc 

‘closed 
that 

some 
of 

-thé 
ieaders.of i

h
e
 

Invaders 
were 

ernmental 
inquiries. 

Tha 
Senate 

I 

S|. F
B
I
 

informants 
and 

had 
touched 

off the’ violence 
that: 

teo 
said 

its 
investigation 

uncoverc 

+) 
was 

directly 
respqnsible 

for 
King’s 

return 
to 

Memphis 
mplicated 

the 
FBI 

in 
King’s 

mu 

: 
However, 

the 
commiltee’ 

chairman, 

, 
Idaho),: 

has 
galled 

for 
a 

federal 
s) 
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the 
day 

before 
his 

a
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‘y.. 

 On'April 
4, 

the 
day 

King 
was 

shot, 
“four 

armed 
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Page 

B
y
e
s
 

Tye 
fas 

wh 
tote 

eal 

3 
- 
D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
 

of 
Justice 

is 
reviewing 

the 
FBI's 

file 
on 

King: 
and 

will 
soon 

make 
recomi mendations 

to’ Aitor: 

ney 
G
e
n
e
r
a
l
 Edward 

Levi. 
» 

7 
avs 

Ma 
T
N
 

Redditt 
and 

the 
officials 

identi! 
iod 

b 
-Nowsday’s”" 

sources 
as 

having 
been 

present 
at 

the 
April 

4. m
e
e
t
i
n
g
 » 

4 
at 

which 
Redditt 

was 
told 

of 
the 

“coatract” 
on 

his life 

| 
have, 

refused 
to 

discuss 
the 

mee 
ting, 

| 
, 

  

   

  
  

  

 
 

r 
did 

receive 
a 

report.that 
there 

was 
4 

threat on. 
Oltice 

Redditt’s 
life. 

W
h
e
r
e
 

it 
came 

from, 
L 

can’t say.” 

Asked 
about 

the 
April 

4 
meeting 

ayith: R
e
d
d
i
t
t
 

in. 

presence 
of 

a 
man 

identified 
by 

H
o
l
l
o
m
a
n
 

ag 
a 

  

tl 

- 
ao an 

ro 
oO O 
on fT T 

did 
I 
don’t 

think 
I 
w
o
u
l
d
 say.” 

An 
official 

of 
the 

U.S. 
S
e
c
r
e
t
.
 
Service 

said 
he 

tic thot 

ine me in nets LM ati emer’ “3 
phon 

” 

    

that 
an 

agent 
had 

been 
sent 

ta 
M
e
m
p
h
i
s
 

at 
that 

time, 

At 
the 

police 
headquarters 

meeting, 
Hollom: fan, 

ack 

cording 
to 

sources, 
introduced 

Redditt 
fo 

& 
“Secret 

  

" 
Service 

agent 
down 

from 
Washington, 

D.C.,” 
a 

men 
: 

‘ 'g 
about 

six 
fect 

tall 
and 

weighing 
about 

220 
pounds. 

A 

sf 
Mississippi 

highway 
patrolman, 

Holiomon.said,, 
had 

a 
o
v
e
r
h
e
a
r
d
 

s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 

threatening 
to. 

go 
to 

M
e
m
p
h
i
s
 

to- 

“{ 
kil 

Redditt. 
‘The 

threat 
allegedly, 

had 
been 

relay ed 
to,, 

 
 

m 
to 

deliver 
the’ 

message 
to 

the 
M
e
m
p
h
i
s
 

police 
and 

The 
man 

identified 
ae 

tha 
Secret 

Service 
agent 

present; 
according 

to 
sources, 

were 
the 

M
e
m
p
h
i
s
 

po- 

i 

ence 
officers, 

an 
official 

frum 
tie 

sherifl’s 
office, 

a 
Na- 

tional 
G
u
a
r
d
 

official 
and 

‘a’ represcntative 
‘of’ t

h
e
 < 

Tennessee 
state 

highway 
patrol. 

; 
, 

  

ar 

  

Juvenile 
Court, 

could 
not 

be 
reached 

by 
telephone 

de- 

spite 
n
u
m
e
r
o
u
s
 

attempts. 
In 

reply 
to 

a 
letter 

yequest- 

ing 
information 

about 
the 

Redditt 
affair, 

M
a
c
D
o
n
a
l
d
 

wrote: 
“I 

have 
been 

out 
of 

law 
enforcement 

for 
s
e
v
e
n
 ° 

years. 
I 

have 
no 

c
o
m
m
e
n
t
 

to 
m
a
k
e
 

about 
your 

:: 
Le 

‘ 

    

J
e
j
t
e
r
 

2 

investigate 
the 

assassination 
to 

resolve 
“
m
a
n
y
 

u
n
a
n
-
”
 

swered 
questions, 

” 
including 

whether 
a 

bureau 
‘‘ven-- 

-detta” 
against 

King 
was 

related 
to 

his. 
mubdey.,,.Lhe,: 

‘} 
H
o
l
l
o
m
a
n
 

a
c
k
n
o
w
l
e
d
g
e
d
 

the 
report 

ofa 
threat. 

et 

 
 

Scerst 
Service 

agent 
and 

other 
federal 

aut hori--” 

H
o
v
o
m
a
n
 

said 
hallingly, 

“... 
1 

don’t 
recall. 

: 

c
h
e
c
k
e
d
 

the 
agency's 

records 
and 

f
o
u
n
d
 

no 
indication: 

x
 

the 
U.S. 

Seeret 
Service 

and 
-the 

agent 
had 

flown.down 
° 

verified 
Helloman’s 

account,’ 
sources 

said. 
Also’ 

lice 
chief, 

an 
FBI 

liaison 
agent, 

two 
mililary 

intellig- ¢ 

  

The 
M
e
m
p
h
i
s
 

police 
chief 

atthe 
timo, 

J
a
m
e
s
 

Cc. 

M
a
c
D
o
n
a
l
d
,
 

now 
the 

chief 
administrator 

of 
‘the’ 

dify’s’ 
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"
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onthe 
invaders, 

who 
had 

been 
providing 6e- 

wetdakoual 
Stor 

T
E
S
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 (SS D
a
a
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  ee 

  
  

    

  

oa Lae 
A
 
view 

from 
tha 

hotel 
balcony, 

on n which 
Ki 

a. 
Fired 

from 
circled 

window, 
wt 

 
 

. 
eo 

: 
N
e
 

we 
. 

a 
‘ 

b
e
 

Reddit 
protested 

that 
he 

w
a
n
t
e
d
 

to, retuin 
to. 

hig, 

post, 
the 

sources 
said, 

but 
he 

was 
ordered 

not. to.do 
so... 

out. 
further 

explanation... 
+ 

 Jelloman 
told. him 

ha 
would 

be 
provided 

with 
24-hour 

* 
.~ 

Redditt’s 
assassination 

contingen 

us 
ing 

t
o
 sources, 

called 
for 

the 
entire 

‘ 
protection 

at 
a 

local 
ho 

tel: 
under 

an 
assumed 

name. 
. around 

King’s 
motel 

to 
be 

seale 
off 

4 
Redditt 

refused 
the 

hotel 
offer 

because 
his 

mother-in+ 
° 
s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 
t
r
i
e
d
 

to 
kill 

King. 
All 

st 

"Jaw, 
w
h
o
 

was living 
in 

his 
home, 

was 
ill 

and 
could 

not. 
plosely’ 

watched 
in’ 

case 
of 

an 
assas: 

» 
be 

moved, 
H
o
l
l
o
m
a
n
 

insisted 
that 

a 
2
 
hout 

police 
~ 
Redditt 

is k
n
o
w
n
 

to 
believe 

that if 
h 

‘ 
guard 

be 
posted 

at 
Redditt’s. 

home."? 
- 

    

    

LQ 
“On 

the. 
third 

day, 
a 

Sunday, 
he 

seturn 

4 

 
 

* in 
offect 

it 
would 

have 
been 

impossil 

For 
the 

twe. 
days 

following 
the assassination, 

Red-._ 
_passin, 

shooting 
from 

the 
suspected 

ditt 
asked 

to 
retum 

to 
work.’ 

0 ach 
request 

was 
denied 

the 
street, ito 

have 
escaped. 

co 

4 
e
e
t
 

ty 
hs 

S
k
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Specimen 02°05 is m man's white cotton handkerchie? that 
has been used to spol 
Laundry marks wore tournc 

. Tho hrown 

in color and composi 
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ef specimen C4él, 
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OFFICE (UF THE DIRECTOR 

b 
j 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20335 

May 28, 1976 

James H. Lesar, Esq. 
1231 Fourth Street, S. W. 
Washington,D. C. 20024 

  

Dear Mr. Lesar: 

Reference is made to your letter dated May 19, 

1976, to Special Agent Thomas L. Wiseman which enclosed 

your check in the amount of $32 (for the twenty-eight 

8 X 10 inch photographs hand delivered to you on May 17, 

1976, by Special Agent Thomas L. Wiseman). 

Enclosed in accordance with your wishes is a 

copy of the receipt you signed dated May 17, 1976, for 

the twenty-eight photographs. 

This will also confirm the delivery of the five 

8 X 10 inch photographs that were hand delivered by Special 

Agent Thomas L. Wiseman to you on May 25, 1976, and your 

check tendered, therefore, in the amount of $2.50 dated 

May 26, 1976. 

Additionally enclosed in accordance with your 

wishes expressed in a telephone conversation with Special 

Agent Parle Thomas Blake of this Bureau's Legal Counsel 

Division on May 26, 1976, are those portions of four pages 

pertaining to a spectographic examination of shoe polish 

samples. 

Excisions have been made from these four pages 

in order to protect materials which are exempted from 

disclosure by the following subsections of Title 5, 

United States Code, Section 552: 

(b) (2) materials related solely to the internal 

rules and practices of the FBI; 

    at. '



James H. Lesar, Esq. 

(b) (7) investigatory records compiled for law 
enforcement purposes, the disclosure 
of which would: 

(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion 
of the personal privacy of another 
person. 

Sincerely yours, 

C22 Kel 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

  

Enclosures (2) 
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April 9, 1 MC
 

Honorable Rawcey Clan 

Attorncy Genoral 
Washington, Db. C. 

Dear Goneral Clerts 

Tun oroviding tne Following information recarding the - 

norapganaticn of Martin luther King for whavever value 

4t may have in your sryertigecsors 

Puri ng. the years 1963 ond 1964 en investigation 4nvolving 

extremist grouns vas conducted by the Milano Pohice Dopnrte 

ments end the Dade County State Atstorncy, FT coos -dinated 

that investigation and tha pocoerds wihl retlest that two 

individuals planned to assassinate Martin bushor KANG. 

t. In Ootoder, 1963, un informer reported a cemver- 

pation with one, Jae Bao oun, in vwiaich Brown plannsd tO 

Kill King. Brown then resided in Chattanaza, Bemisegce, 

and vas faperial VWizerd of the Dinic Elan. 

» 1964, B8ancy Encnos, a Milani hourcpeintes’s 

ALL King on May 27, TOE EL, In Mobiie, Alabama. 

time plamnod to move 40 Aleens. or hissisol pps. 

Qo at lisy 
mada plans: bo kt 

Avis at heat 

Tho above information was proytded to tho DBI during the . 

course of our investigation. 

po
d 

Trusting the ebove may bo of seme apaistance to you, aun 

Sinceraly,; 

r delbar 
t Avtercney Goneral m

i
 

SG/cg 
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WOASTUNGTON, PC. 20530 

  

Address Reply to the 

Division Puieated 

end Uefer to dnitale aed Number 

SJP:JHF:dda 
DJ 144-72-662 

Mr. Seymour Gelber 
Assistant Attorney General 
Capitol Building 
Talileheisec, Florida 323046 

Dear Mr, Gelber: 

This refers 

cerning 

Of the assassination of Dr, 

We have 
cation to this Department's 
the Federal Bureau of Investi gation, 
Wish to contact directly the office 
nearest you, - 

Sincerely, 

UNTPED SE VTES DEPVERCPAMEENE OF JUSTICE 
‘ 

to your recent communication con-— 
‘ Eormation pertinent to the investigation 

Martin Luther King in Memphis, tennessee, on April 4, 19068, 

transmitted a copy of your communi- 
5 investigative agency, 

You may also 
of that agency 

STEPHEN J. POLLAK 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

By: 

a 
HP 

fae ; 
oly ff ie a 

¢ 

/ J, HAROLD FLANNERY: 
Rp | 

“CR, [- 

App fy x 
4 £25 TOR, ‘6p 

Attorney 

Central Section 
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a 

Investigation Enters New Phase -. 

aan 

  

To ase & 

' 

“FBI Files in King Case Reopened — 
MEMPHIS, June 15 (AP) 

—Five Justice Department 

attorneys have reopened the 

FBI's Martin Luther King 

Jr. files in Memphis, enter- 

ing another phase of their 

renewed inquiry into the 

civil rights Ieader’s murder. 

The latest 

into the killing of King be- 

gan seven weeks ago at the 

investigation - 

request of a Senate commit. | 

tee headed by Frank Church 

(D-Idaho). 

“We plan to spend several 

months looking at the case 

from every angle and in 

light of what appears to be | 

the [FBI’s}] 15- or i6-year - 

harasstrent of King, as dis-' 

closed by the Church com- 

mittee,” .said Michael , Sha- a 

heen, 25, head of the Justice 

Department's Office of Pro- 

fessional Responsibility. 

Shaheen said Monday that 
the inquiry will be 

“exnaustive.” covering 

cumstanees of the 1063 mur- 
der as King stood on a mo- 

tel baleony in Memphis, var- 

jous murder conspiracy the- 

ories and the FBI's harass- 

ment of King and later in- 
vesiigation of his death. 

James Karl Ray, the con- 
victed killer of Ning, is serv- 

ing a 99-year sentence at the 

state prison in Nashville. 
However, Ray has suid he” 

into pleading’ was coerced 
euilty to the King slaving 
and has been seeking anew 

trial. . .f 
Shaheen said he and his 

team will spend about three 

weeks in Memphis. and, 

i 
i 

cir- - 

eventually, will check every 

King file in ali 59 FBI field; 

office in the country. | 4! 

wt 
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‘ Pp Pare nent of Rok Peparrncnrs division of professional respon bay, 

yf how duets 
, ete a 

started seven weeks ago owas stipested by sen rank 

eterpy ot Tatton: Church's commttce and the Attorney Ceneral’s office In 

Washingion authorized the Veh ay toe 

to vor erat the reqae ota Shaheen, 35, oftginaliy from Come, Mise, ant a for- 

bo hate comersteg Heated By Sea Frank “mer law clerk for US. Dist Judge Robert M. MeKac Jr., 

Zoe a As ay . : 
: 

chet pa . ae wan, in id je so oewas a town yerordap to gee fhe Meraphis prake under. 
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In chatee ct the fascee Denartmeat’s lnvestigation. 

Dfsce t Pret ese Re pons lity, Sya- 

ee cal . ye san 1 

. . ‘ 

heen sand he sidan teasy en aA unhnuted Shaheen said Five stiomeyt have been assigned to 
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county 
assassination.” 

mo ° 

“itty tan early ta have turned up any- Then, he said Giles in ali af ihe 59 field offices of the 
: 

popaver and we haven't noticed any- FRE siso will be probed “as we understand there is 
< 

Os ay earprisime co far.” The balk of the material ino all of the ficld offices concerning the 
‘ 

anqgerty hhely wall be centered in Mem- « assassination.” 

‘ 

pies, but "were playing it by ear,” he; The first seven weeks of the probe, said Shaheen, 
. 

sat : 
' who plans to return to Memphis in & few years to sctup « ‘ ~ 

Anything anvbedy could possibly think | fa private law practice, heve been spent paring over the | eae 

af oqe cesseebon woth fhe Marta Luther FRE files in the Washington headquarters and the field |7 

rasgcase or Janes Parl Ray will be done office 

j 

  

   
   

of 
     

  

_ before we're fant.” 
After all files are probed, Shaheen said investigators 

will return to Memphis to tnik to all of the FBE agents 

here who were conaceted with the King investigation as 

. well as all persons interviewed by the agents. 

“This is going to be an exhaustive probe,” he said 

. “We are going {9 look into everyting im connection with 

the King assassiqation that the ordinary citizen could 

oo ‘ think should be lookce imo 88 well as much more. We 

will be tracing Jamies Fart Ray's movements, hooking ute 

all conspiracies, theories and the like.” 

Shaheen, whose fatier he said is a “country doctor” 

. : in Coma, said he has appointed Fred Folsam as head of 

. the task force, “He a veteran of the civil nights divt- ; 

' sion, criminal division and criminal tax division in the . . Oy 

: department, said Shaheen. Folsom is itt Memphis working 
° : ci 

on the task. 

Shaheen said 10 persons are now essigned to the 

probe “aad more will be added as necdéd We have all 

. the resources of the Gepartment at our command for a | 

fe 

1 
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full-scale, in-depth probe . 

The probe will, said Shaheen, not only investigate 

, 
“the FRIs investigation,” but also concentrate on the 

assassination self “because of what has now been de- 
7. 

scribed as 16 years of harrassinent of Dr. King on the 

. FBI's part.” 

So far, esfd Shaheen “pothing exciting,” hes been 

“turned up yet,” but we're finding a lot that is 
+ 

inceresting.” 

. . at 

Shaheen, who wat elected mayor of Como when he 
“P, 

. 
: was 2@ and left to join the Justice Department three 

years ago, said he expects the overall probe to po on “for |) 

a fews mare months * Results, he eatd, will be reported | 

directly te the Attorney General's office and the director, 

. 
of ihe FBI 

I 

. King was shot in Hemphis on April 4, S68 After an yp; 

. 
international manhunt, James Fark Ray was arre ated and t 

pleaded guilty 6a March 10, 199, to the slaving Haw. |: 

ever, afew dass after bis guilty pica he claed he was | ; “ 

et onte darap sa by bis aitarney, Percy Foreman of |! 
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