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CIVIL ACTION NO. 75-1996 

PURPOSE: 
~ ' . ~' 

To aavise of receipt of attached · 
letter_Jrom Time Inc9rporated. . ./.,.,.,, . .,./ lf ·- -,/-,.. r _ _/, 

_At ta ch~~~t-e~-rro~-P:3:~'.h-a~~ ·11 .-----· -·-~ SYNOPSIS: 
_ ¥ea.mon, Directo~__p~d_{tor(a_l_-_ -

Services, Time Incorporated, was received on 5/11/76, 
ah-o stafestriat:.-':rime---rnc·orp·orated has no objection to 
allowing plaintiff to review 107 photographs pertaining 
to the King assassination which had been furnished the 

. ~:~i~~ I ~t~~ ~~~:zf;epf~fn~ti~hd::I~e~
0 ~~;r;s i~f o~~e~e~~his ~ -

. should contact H.r. Seamon. Plaintiff was allowed to view - · 
these photographs at FBIHQ on 5/5/76 and advised that if he . 
desired any copies he should direct his request to Time 
Incorporated. 

None. For information. 

DETAILS: Plaintiff, who instituted captioned 
litigation in connection with his 

FOIA request for certain categories of records concerning 
the Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination, was furnished 
all non,:, exempted records located at FBIHQ within the scope 
of his request. He indicated that the FBI would :possess 
<:>ther record~ which would be responsive to his ~eque~t, ?I?d (\ ~ ~ 
in order to 1.nsure that we had completely corr1plied w1 th n1.s \.t)' i 
reg~e~t, we volur:i~t- ilr s e arched ltfir Memph~s office for any l '.-/ 
aodi t ion al rnat e ri a 1 \- 'h1ch wp11:l-d be reswnsi. ve to the reoue st. 

. - ... .. . . - . ~ - -. .... 
Enclosure \ cs\f?i.~ tl\lJ"--f- . . . . . ,. - - I --- / 
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Memoranaum to Mr. J.B. Adams 
Re: Harold Weisberg v. U.S. Department of Justice • 

(U.S.D.C., D. C.), Civil Action No. 75-1996 

107 photographs which had been taken by a photographer 
for Life Macazine and which were furnished by Life to 
the FBI were located in the Memphis office, and we contacted 
Time Incorporated to ascertain if they would have any 
.objection to our allowing plaintiff to view these photographs, 
some of which had b e en published in Life Maaazine in 1968. 
Mr. Seamon advised that they would have no ~bjection to 
plaintiff viewing these photographs, but that if plaintiff 
desired copies of them he should contact Mr. Seamon, and 
not attempt. to obtain copies from the FBI. Attached letter, 
which requir.es no acknowled9TI1ent, is a writ ten confirmation 
of the 5/4/76 telephone conversation between P,r. Harry 
Johnston 1 Legal Department, Time Incorporated, New York, 
_New York and SA Parle Thomas Blake of the Legal Counsel 
Division, in which Mr. Johnston advised that he would 
interpose no objection to plaintiff'being allowed to view 
these photographs but that they were protected by statutory 
a.nd common law copyright. Mr. Johnston stated that even 
if the FBI was ordered by the court to release copies of 
these photographs to plaintiff, plaintiff would be prohibited 
from publishing them by the copyright protection. He stated 
that a letter .confirming this would be sent to the Director 
over Mr. Seamen's signature. Plaintiff was allowed to view 
these photographs at FBIHQ on 5/5/76 and advised that if . 
he desired any copies he should direct his request to Time 
Incorporated. 
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The Hon. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 
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¥.ay 6, 1976 

I am vriting to you in connection -with my recent telephone conversation 
vith H.r. Thomas Blake. Mr. Blake informed me that a Mr. 'Weissberg has 
requested, pursuant to the Freedom of Information .Act, access .to certain 
photographs taken by Mr. Joseph Lou\./ iri Memphis, Tennessee, in April of 
1968. 

These 107 photographs pertain to events and circumstances surrounding 
the death of Martin Luther King and r..;ere lent by Time Incorporated t:o 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in connection wit~ its investigatibn 
of that matter. Several of the photographs 1,1ere publishe<l in LIFE maga­
zine in 1968. 

Time Incor porated has no objection at all to all owing Mr. Ue i s sberg to 
examine these photographs. How·ever, as copyright proprietor and agent 
for Mr. Lotn..", "-e mu.st insist that no copies of these photographs be made 
or turned over to the applicant. The photographs are protected by statu­
tory and common law copyright and any unauthorized copying of them would 
infring e these rights. 

Yours very truly, 

~ f . 
!',1c{1L. ilu·~~,-
Rich ara X~Searno~ . . ,l 
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