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John R .. I::u,;lln 

'!"ro..·-.H As5ist~-7lt t)irPctor - ~~l Couru~.al 
Feceral B:ir~au or lnvDstiqation 

Pnr~-;,i.a.:) t to ths;, ncver-:."2T 19, 19 7£, t~l~p~:o~e 
conVi:!"Bat ici.n ·o! A.s.si~tant t~nitoc S-t:a:.os 1.tt.oney {).:..-~r._) 
John R. fivl'.!,H1 a ;.<! ~?t,:cial ~~t;;nt (r.;\) P;irl!: ':""hoc:':..i'iS ?lai:e 
of our ~g~l Counsel r.1ivi ~ion 1 enc loser.! herc'41 th are 
tVC Set~ Of CODie~ C ! <lOC;.!' s:en tg 1 OI:e' 0 f ~r.dch ii:s to DE" 
fun:i.~thed :by }Z_r. Cu,;ar. to pV1ir,t.lff in co~-~!1.uiC~ \,:it1i 
platntiff ';R r0~ut)r;t for tho "'three t>0~:t.•s c! iric:ice ~· 
re~orrf-"~ to ir. a!". Octo:..>er 2:-!, l9GS, lette-r fro:r~ the 
Di~ tri ct At t.orn.ey C-or.(, ra 1, Sr,;~lby County, -=-~r-.J.e r;:; e!i, ·­
t.o the D~pu t y J...2sletant >,ttor-n-e y .c~:-i.er~l o! th(: t:nlted 
6tab?5 Der,.,-,rtt..;::~.t of J•Jflti.02. Civil :Rights DlviBior:. 
(plaintiff's Zxhiblt W). 

'!'\.-'O 'bo:1 us of abstr{icts .P,.3\ Ti:.:::~ 1 ret<pe cti vcly,. 
•1ncP-x to J ::1:,;,e s !°Arl R!iy File, 'P.!l.tsy Gcsoll, l of° 2"' 
ar,t •2 o[ 2,· ~ore r ~ c e r.tly loc:-ate~ by a re? r<!Se:n Ut tJ vo 
of tr.e Yi~I, AftE-r an e:xt.e:"'.sivo, s0arci in r-2sr-or.2 0 to 
plaintif!t~ req:JB5t. 1 in possension o! the 'Cr..i.tE-<. Stat e s 
t>ep.ar~;.:.>Gnt o! Justice Civil R.i<?hts DiYili\ior.. 'f;:J~S.e 
ut,stracts: co:1t.zs.1n br1£>! d~ zcrlpti<ms of ite • ..s or 
evl•_j,r, :;cu a::,,1/o r t.he co~to n t~ or orts ir1c1. 1. c10e-.rr'<!r:.t .r,; 

t!e al ing with tJ-1-E: ,;:r i.nv~s ttq:'l tion into th A a s 5 .~; s lr,ation 
of Dr. P..:l.r t ln t,u!:"U~·~r r:ing, ,.ir. {t>):,t.r&vL1 t ~(! " £·'::_- Jn~r; " 
in YJ:I dot::•_iy,,) r. ts) .. F.ach A~)s tr,3ct i r; h0ac':~d by t};>) 

niL"-e or .an i::-1,Hvi~u~l or t~o ·c~~cd.{·ticn or an ite:;t or 
evid,J!.C,C, 3r1-~, since t.ht11:·e .!n ~n alp:12b'=tic-al a.n<'! .. 
9e-o-:;rr.:-.phf.cAl brBa.%.::!a .. n - :l:S vcll ~s a nu~..::d.c-'\ l c n:: tlt:-. 
e:<Y,tT, r e gar '.~in') tho "'evl~\'•no?· "'-.~Btr;ict.a - t-.':erc is 
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United States ~ttorney 
District o! Col uriliia 

considerable -duplica.tlon. Eovever, every one of the 
appro;:i.J. .... '1 tely 4S 00 abs tra-;:!tB I no r..a t t.er he,;., "!'M.ny 
tir::es it .a_??ea.rs in t..'1--ie boye,i;, is 1:-...eing furr,ls:-ie-d 
here• .. it..h, 'tlith th.?! exception o! t;..;o or th-::·ee: v~i.ich, 
after <!.eletions ( further eX';.Jlair,eci 1::--elow) "11ere rnal'.e, 
vould be absolutely r..eaninqless. 

.Altboug~- th-9se abstracts ,,.ere apparently 
pr€·p.are~ eight y0ars ago by ?BI c1~:-ic~l per-sonnel 
for the assistance- of the :.e;,a.r-trrae.nt of Justice, 
Ten.,"'<esseo State Prosecutors and t.Jie FBI in having 
iJn.,,:H?•c.iate access to a su:rr..arb;atlo!'l of the basic 
investiga·tion conc'bcted, w-e cannot 

-.. 

· accuracy or cowplete71ess since the 
not lx-en in tr,e sole possession of 

1 out th€ir existence. 

attest to their 
abstracts ha.v<.c> 
t,'":.e r ;:r through-

Necess(!_ry excisions fror~ these aJ:istracta;; 
were m.acl.e pursuant to exe.r:0ptions {b) {7) (C) and · 
(b) {7} (D) of the 'f're.oco:-'l o! Infor.~1-etion ;,ct (FOV\). 
In r-iar:~y cases, it is not. possible to tell fror.; t.he _ 
very l.iri ted inf'orr~.a. tion · con t,q_1,H).:1 in the abs tract 
whether the release of a na.~·1e \.--oul<'! be an unvarraTJte-d 
invasion of IX~r son a 1 pr 1 va.ey or voul~ i<:en ti fy a 
cor.fi<lential Bource, In these insta~ces a conserv~tive 
approach had to oo utlli1.ect in excising the naf.tQs a.nc1 
ic.entifiable infon--i.ation.. A fuller relf!as~ can b-e 
exp,ected when th<: oocUit:.8nts fror:i \;.'htch t.,'1.-e c b 6 tracts 
were drawn are r·roc~c s c!!. Only fro r-, tr~c- origina l 
doC1..D'"..:€n ts which <:."On t ~ln t !or e:,::.~~:·,pJ.e 1 the co.-.pletc 
interview of the po ten U.<i.l witness ca.n it N= 
detEr.r.LYled. vhether tZle iiforr::.ation !alls within 
the (b) {7} (C) or (b) (7) {D) e.x,~n:ptlons. In i'.any 
case s it can t~1Em b-::, asce:z:.· t ain(;!d Uv1. t tho :rn.a to r ial 
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i ss alr~acly public- k:no --,,rlc,.~ge or lg not of such & 

pe r s ona l nature that it ca;,not be r •·: l e.:-1so::.'l. All 
indivi<luals' nw:~s a:1<l infon-:'4t.ion f;.irnii;h1c,o. by t.11-2£H ? 

ino.lvich.1,"IJ.s were le~t in the abstra~ts w~e ~e it i s 
kno-.,-m to be public kno~:lec<;e. 
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Uni tee States ;..t torncy 
Pi$trict or Co]u.~bia 

I!': fort...'1or e.xplanati.on ~s to ho..,: th('~u 
abstracts \r-€~re proces.&e-:.1 hnG to orplair-, vhr1t i.g 
~cant by e. con.;e.t"V<"ttlvi:.• appr<.~cb whic~~ can l~!id to 
a 1;.or~ cor~:-;letB re lease upon ~x?,'-'-l.Ttt! t.ion o! t."-:e. 
originP~l c'Jocv_r-·~~t:s., t.he follot.'i?.r':l e;,a?ple iG 
f u rnJ. s. hET~ i 

.!'n t..he: typical a.b5 tr~ct vhlch hyr-,ot.h-&tically 
tn~tess •.:rohn Sr~ft.h ft.rnlsbf>d ltiforr...attor, cot1Cf!!'."nl.!'1g 
.J!?._"\e Doe," tJi.e r:~str.-.ct: r~ceived by plaintiff afte-r 
we proccssec it \w'OUlc!. rt1-l'±C, • furr,ish0~ in for-

. D~tior: ccnc~rnini; .. -~·" · --

I! at U,is th.~, r,lai?itl!f .rE--Co:"lv{,i the 
n ar,e ~ J chn Sr:~ 1 th ~ r1 d J e.ri e De>~ , u ;-.>0 n c1.ib s o;q '.lt:, :-. it 
e~«~.ir-..ation or the original <!o<:..--u.n,cnt fro.:.1 -\.~ich t.,')e 
ab3tract \.1ag lravn, ;;;.:r .. y r.ertso-n~l 1.nfo:r-·"1.t\t.lo::--:. cor:~:-rning 
e.1 t;,er S;:i th or lX'--t· voul~ have to bo vi "t.hh.elc. pu.r2P-.l-~nt 
to exe:.,\pticn (b) (7) (C}. ~./ · wit.:t.':C>h~.Lng &--J.t.!'. ~nc 
Doe's i.5.enti.ty initially, ux-n review of . th~ orii;inal 
~1.1.- ... :":nt .a t:!Or.j,. oor.:;.,l~te ro:e-as& can b€ :i:~c..e, as the 
per!:lon:al i:.!0r,,;,,tJon, no ~-:.?.tt;.e!' how sf!;:siti,,-s, a~><iut 
t.hes~ 1rl1i vidnala could bo re-lca~e<l ~s long a.s t.2-t e ir 
ic~ent.tty is riot ):rio .. m .. If t.i1e infor:--.?.1.,t loa cont.;d:-r-,ec'! 
ir. u.~ 01':iginal COCl.1.:"<!nt iB not o:: ~ hls-~ly p-.::r~C>;:8.l 
n~t.u.r(>, bot..'1 t;1e i<lcntit1e~ o! the in. .... :.ivJ<lu.als an<l 
t..'-ia i.nfotr~-litior1 ~.bout tb-en can be rolcasr:-1 .. 

- - . -

Tne sa:.'>O exl:!.r.plo npplies for c--or.(i<!'Etr,tial 
11.iourc(::S. If uor-.n ~1th' s n1nr...':: ls initially r~lct:.ss1 
iz, th-o a"cst.ract -s ~.nd upon :rr.view or tho or i0'1.na! 
do.:ur-..:,.nt. it is dc.te=-i:, .. bv·.:rc he is a con~i-:.l\~r~tta1 §.O\J .. !"c~, 
t.hen any ln1'ori:-:<'!tion he !u!-nls~·,! v~'.)ul~ h~.v"'1- to be 
with.held rr,irGu4_;1t. to . e1J.ir::pt.lo:1 {l,} {7) (::,}. TIO"-''C"?er, 
by withr,olllng Snit'!:l's na:-:..{; inJ.t.iitlly, -who!~ the 
orlglnal docu,,,ont 1s pr:occ-sr.;ed all inf.or;::,z.tion 't:tich 
voul 1.! not t.e:.<'!. to ld,:mtify Sr.1th cAn ho relea sed . 

·Plaintiff's i"OIA I'e<:uest (•.f r.!)ril 15, J.<175~ · . 
col:!c~nd .. ng which tr.~ Court has ru1.~<l t~,f': at tfi.checl _ 
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a.b;;t.r~ctg ar\?- Te leve.nt 3:.,~~ ~hu~ FW-)j&c-t to ~ccovery 
e.i.:t'E"·-.:·toc tC-.wJc.rd U~ ~:1e-qu~cy o! t:.b-e l'LT 'S n Spoh.St> 

.... -: __ ,_ 

t.o ther r-~~t., ~t..r~~ .only for certain lird t~~ ,H,~t:B 
cf ~~ }L,Rl::XiJ inv-er;tiga'tlon, pri.e.-arlly re.Bult.s of 
1 a.bo r a to ry ex a? Jn.~ t1.o n a; l,!..n-1 p~;e t.o--;-.co? 1"1.s • -rh e- .al> s tr::.. c-ts -- - · · -
at t..&che<l her<€'to, hov.e--ve.r 1 cover a 11 f'ncet.8 ,c.t t:..h9 
15.:Rrir-: inveatlc-a t ion J in too 17' t.€re& t of- full <!..i sc~C-iP-tr-e 
·a.T'\L! to brin-g V1lB liti~at.ion to 1t.5 logic.al CO?lCl\1&ion, .... -- -- -
all A....~~.racta. &3.~e l>e-1.ng f'u::nls'!:~ r~a.r'1los,g or w .. et.P.e:r .. ~ - - · 
or not t...\ey rel a tQ to platnt.iff 'r,; April 15 r-e-g:.test. · 
P'or t.,~e S-a.."'>& r~~-s-or:6 1 tite nr 1 s vai vin,g aJ_l 
aypl tc .... tbl~ su{<.n:b a..'1c! re-prc>0v.e-tlon f,Jeg fc,r t.,'ro-9~ 
ah&t:n;,ct;. vhlc'h do IX,t re-late t..o tJ-,e subject fl:.atber 

- of pl~intl!f's FOI.i\ r&:q:..~r;.t.s.. :r 
; 

A!S als.o ltls.c..;.,,.\e;s.~1 1'y lkr. tn<J.an an<! .S-\ Bl~J:.e, 
ve- Yill pr€'p.s..r~ $cl.n ~ff1c:.avit justl!'yins in <;r'~at&r 
deuil th.'9. ~'9lotionn .r:;..a~-a !roe. the..s!! a.l.A;tracts if 
th.is boco.-.-~ no,c.essary in . t.h-e future c--oure.e of t..,'iiSJ 
litigation .. 
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