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PURPOSE: 

To advise of Preedom of Information Act {POU\) 
r ·elease of four docuro>:::'nts consisting of six pages in 
connection with captionea lawsuit which .were not previously 
released after the processing of the Martin Luther King, Jr., 
assassination files in FBI Headquarters {FBIBQ) and St. Louis • . 

. SYNOPSIS: 

Through his attorney, plaintiff requested on 
7/28/78, irrur.eoiate release of all documents pertaining 
to information reported by an FBI informant during 1974 
in St. Louis, Missouri, and surfaced through current 
inquiry of House Select Committee on Assassinations (ESC.?1..). 
Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) Branch and 
POIPA Litigation Section.,. Department of Justice {DOJ), 
concur that documents are within the scop€ of plaintiff's 
original requests .and he is entitled to immediate release 
of the pertinent docw~ents. Such a release is consiste~t 
with the Government's previous representations to the 
court regarding production of all non-exempt MURRIN docu­
ments. Director, Office of Privacy and Information Appeals, 
DOJ, has reviewed FOIPA Branch processing of the pertinent 
documents and concurs in the deletion of certain material 
pursuant to the POIA. Documents will be release d to 
plaintiff on 8/2/78, with copies thereafter available 
to the general p;Jblic in the FBIHQ Reading Room. 
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Captionea lawsuit. invo.lves POIA-reouests of 
Harold Weisberg for all documents rel~tive t; the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., {MURKIN) and has resulted 
in the FOIPA Branch release of approximately 45,000 pages 
of material (primarily documents from MTJRKIN case). The 
rel eased material include :.:":· the MURK IN files f rcxn ?B I8Q 
a nd eight field offices including the St. Louis Office .. 

_ ,.R ecently, plai~tif~ be~ame aware. through t~e n:ws ~eaia 
· • t h a t the RSCA 1nqu1ry into the King assa ss1nat1on naa 

\~,urfaced previously unre1e,:rsed material from an FBI infor­
imant in St. Louis about a pay off plot to kill Dr. King .. 

The newly discovered documents 'were not designated for 
filing in the MURKIN file s , and the B0re a u bas publicly 
acknowledged this was due to an administrative error. 
On 7/27/78, plaintiff's attorney, James Lesar, made an 
oral request of the FOIPA Branch for the im.rn eoiate release 
of all the documents ~rt<'1ining to the situation C>€'ing 
reported by · the media • ..a.t1ditionally, on the sa.sne date, 
attorney Lesar filed an or a l appeal wit·b Quinlan J. Shea, 
Jr., Director, Office of Privacy and Information Ap~als., 
DOJ., for the immediate release of the documents. 

On 7/31/78, SA Horace P. Beckwith discussed 
plaintiff's current di?mard for the release of the abo1:1e 
material with attorney Betsy Ginsberg, FOIPA Litigation 
Section, Civil Division, DOJ {Ms. Ginsberg is handling 
caotioned l awsuit). Ms. Ginsbera concurred with the 
re~rr.menoations that these aocum~nts be expe ditiously 
proce ssed and released i n . .1smuch as the Gove r nrnent pr e-
9 i o us 1 y r e po r t e d to the 0..) u r t th a t a 11 per t i n en t r e t r i e v able 
material in the King ass~! :..::.sination matter has been processed 
and relea sea. Ms. Ginsb.:- r g concurred with the position 
tha t these docum e nts are definitely within the scope of 
plaintiff's r eque sts rel ~t ing to ma t e rial rel a tive to 
Dr. King's a ssass ination _ The release of triese docurne!"lt s 
is nece s sary to support t~1e Gove rnment's pr e vi o us litigat ion 
position that the Gover n:'-, c nt has operated in good faith 
in locating and processi n,g doc uments concerning Dr. King's 
assassination. 

- 2 -

.- ·.· ', ...... ·- .. : . · .·. --: · -- -.-- - ---· · · -:- --.~-. ~ .. _ y •. - - • • / · .: . :.~ - ... ~ : --- _~""-.:. • •.. ·.·-·._ .--::: ·.·-:.~ : · . ·-..-•. · - · ,-- -p 



B. N. Bassett to Mr. McDermott Memo 
RE: HAROLD WEISBERG v. UNI'fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICEr 

et al., (U.S.D.C. 1 D.C., CIVIL ACTION NO. 75-1996) 

On 7/31/78, the documents were processed by 
the POIPA Branch and personallyreviewea by Mr. Shea, 
who concurred in the decision that the.documents should 
be rel.eased in an .expeditious manner and concurred in 
the processing and exemption of certain material from the 
documents pursuant to the FOIA. 

The original St. Louis Office memorandum, 
SA Howard C. Kennedy to SAC, St. Louis, dated 3/19/74 
. (or i g i n a 11 v f i l ea i n the i n form an t' s f i e 1 a o f f ice l 3 7 f i 1 e) 

fsAC; t. ·Louis advised FOIPA Branch that he is suooittinq 
I t o the Bureau bis current inte0views with the case agent~ 
i and th':' St .. Louis super vi so~who wrote the comments .. 
The intervie'wS will confirm the fact that the ha:1d-written 
notation did not pertain to tbeKing material. 

Attachea are copies of the original docu.rnents 
to be released. They have been obtained frorn FBIHQ files 
and the St. Louis informa..nt's file. The bracketed portion 
of the documents will be deleted from the public release. 
( Tab A) 

Additionally, attached are copies of the docu­
ments as they will be released with the appropriate FOIA 
exemptions for deleted material appearing iri the margins .. 
{Tab B} 

The documents will be released on 8/2/78, to 
plaintiff or: his attorney by the standard FOIPA release 
letter over the signature of Allen H. McCreight, Branch 
Chief. Thereafter, the docUi11ents will be available to 
the general public upon request- through the FOIPF\ Reading 

. Room at FBIHQ. 
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