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PURPOSE:

To advise of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
release of four documents consisting of six pages in i
connecticn with captioned lawsuit which were not previously - b
released after the processing of the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
assassination iles in FBI Headguarters (FBIHQ) and St. Louis,

’,
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SYNOPSIS:
Through his attorney, plaintiff requested on

. 7/28/78, immediate release of all documents pertaining

to information reported by an FBI informant during 1974

in St. Louis, Missouri, and surfaced through current

inguiry of House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCa),
Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOKPA) Branch and
POIPA Litigation Section, Degartncnb of Justice (DCJ),
concur that documents are within the scope of plaintiff’s
original requests and he is entitlied to immediate release
of the pertinent documents. Such a release is consistent
with the CGovernment's previous representations to the

~court regarding production of all non-exempt MURKIN docu-
ments. Director, Office of Privacy and Infocmation Appeals,
DOJ, has reviewed FOIPA Branch processing of the pertinent
doqumentb and concurs in the deletion of certain material
pursuvant to the FOIA. Documents will be released to
plaintiff on 8/2/78, with copies thereafter availadble.

to the general public in the FBIHQ Readling Roon,
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Capt oned lawsuit involves POIA reqguests of

Harold Weilsberg for all documents relative to the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., (MURKIN) and has resulted

in the FPOIPA Branch release of app:OXima*plv 45,0060 pages

of material (r imarily documents from MURRKIK casz). The
released material includes the MURKIN fllps from FBIHQ

and eight field offices including the St, Louis Office, -
tRecently, plaintiff became aware through the news media 5.
; that the HSCA inquiry into the King assassination had
tsurfaced previously unrelegsed material from an FBI infor-
imant in St, Louis about a pay off plot to kill Dr. Ring.
The newly discovered documents were not designated for
filing in the MURKIN files, and the Bureau has publicly
acknowledged thiis was due to an administrative error.

On 7/27/78, plaintiff’s attorney, James Lesar, made an
oral reguest of the FOIPA Branch for the immediate release
¢f all the documents pertaining to the situation being
reported by the media. Additionally, on the same date,
attorney Lesar filed an oral appeal with Quinian J. Shea,
Jr., Director, Office of Privacy and Information Appeals,
DOJ, for the immediate release of the documents,
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On /31/78, SA Yorace P. Beckwith discussed
plaintiff's current demand for the release of the above
material with attorney Betsy Ginsberg, FPOIPA Litigation ,
Section, Civil Division, ©»OJ (Ms. Ginsberg is handling :
captioned lawsult). Ms. Ginsberg concurred with the '
reconmendations that theso documents be expsditiously _
processed and released inasmuch as the Government pre-— : :
viously reported to the cvwourt that all pertinent retrievable :
material in the King assassination matter has been processed
and released. Ms. AnsH¢~ concurred with the position
that these Gocuments are utfxnlfeLy within the scope of
plalntxff’s requests relating to material relative to
Dr. King's assassination. The release of these Jocuments
is necessary to support the Government's previous litigzation
position that the Governmont has operated in good faith

in locating and processing documents concerning Dr. King's
assassination,
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On /31/78, the Jocuments were process2d by

the POIPA Branch and personally reviewed by Mr. Shea, ]
who concurred in the decision that the documents should iE
be released in an expeditious manner and concurred in ik
the processing and exemption of certain material from the :
documents pursuant to the POIA, 5
_ The original St. Louis Office memorandum, . 4B
SA Boward C. Kelnedy to SAV, St. LOUIS, dated 3/18/74 : 1

ld ofLLCP 137 flle)

: Touls advised FOIPA Branch that he is SmelLtlng%
o the Bureau his current interviews with the case agent _
{and th~ St. Louis suppkv1sor*who wrote the comment s. .

The inkterviews wi 1 confirm the fact that the hand-written
notation did not pertain to the King material. -

. Attached are copies of the original documents
toc be released. They have been obtained from PRIH 1) files
and the St, Louis informant’'s file. The bracketed portion
of the Jdocume ts will be deleted from the public release.
(Tab &)

Additionally, attached are copies of the docu~-
ments as they will be released with the approoriate FOIA
exenptions for deleted material appearing in the ma Jlﬂb.
{Tab B)

The documents will be released on 8/2/78 to
plalntlff or his attorney by the standard FOIPA release
letter over the signature of Allen H. McCreight, Branch
Chief. Thereafter, the documents will be available to
the ceneral public upon request through the FOIPA Reading
-Room at FBIHQ.
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