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~ir. P.arola Tyler, ~r. 
De7".1ty Attorney Ge:;era,l 
U.S. Dc?art~ent of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 2053b 

Dear Hr. Tyler: 

., 

--
..December 2 9, 

ij 
Your letter of Dece;:-iber 1, 197 5, is ap?arently in tend cd .... o · ~ 

give the Z??earance of so~~ faith cornpli~nce with Mr. B~rcl~ ~Di~~ 
berg's A?ril 15, 1975, resuest ior the disclosure of certain r;c;~ 
pertaining to the assassination of Dr. ~artin Luther Kirig, Jr. uJj 
fortun~t~ly, this is achieved by rephrasing Mr. Weisberg's regues 
so as to exclu~e most of the records sought. 

For e>:wn:;,le, }!::-. l·,eisberg's ;,p:r-.::..l 15 rt=~'...lest specific:: th3t h; 
···-D'·s .,_ _~e ··ec:- ·,.,"-.5 o·c: -:nv "--1.,.:--'-.;c,... t-=-- ... s oer·co·~..,,;: .:n · co-.-.~~-, .... Ii .,ct .. _l.,.. 4-,..J . - - L,.4:- L: .... ~- . ,._..a. ..L-::> -- ..., -:::> '- .. - -"··-- .t.. ·''''--"- -~ .... n I 
with ~he investigation into Dr. King's assassination. Yst y o~ =e~ 
stated his =eouest in a ma~~er ~hich excl~J2s all ballistic~ -~~sts 
except thc:>sc f'?!".for.r..ed on the bi.Jllet r2:-:-,e>ved frc;:;i Dr. Kir.s; i..:.~-j the 
,rifle plc:c:eo at. t:-, e s-:e:,2 of t;10 cri:::e. HO\·.·evc=, as his rE=~:.::..=:;t 
-cle.2.rly s-:..::.e.s, :-:r. :-~cisbe::g \:3.~t.s all ballistics tests 2.:-.c re:.?~>rt 
-not just t!1q-se per£c-r::i::.a o:-i t:1e r.1ur~e:- bullet an:! the rif·l.c p2..::ceC 
"" ,. 

-~ I- ~::.-:: scene. 

Xn resoonse to Mr. ~~isberg's reguQst for the ballistics evi­
·dence, yo'l2 pro(·ioec hi:.i with tl::::::-ee cis::orte~ color Fhotog.::-o,::;;:s cf 
bullet r2.a1-ov.ec fro~ D;:-. J<inc. 1-~r. y;eisbe.icr ,,.-2.nts ~11 ? :-1c::o::.:-2.7:;:1s 
tal;e:1 fo:::- !)allistic;; p'.Jr?o.s;s, incluai:19 all p})Oto9rc::p:-is t.:.~2:1· \:,'it 
·the a ic} of a co:-r,p.:i.:-iso:-i ~icrosc::?e z.na il 11 blo· .. ~'..:?S of any i:,~o~~gr.:l_ 

l-:ith rcs?ect -~o i·1:-. \·:eisl>c!'g's re~t.:·~st :o~ 211 p'l-,oto~r&?hs · t.a;~ 
•r:~ C:f""e"""".:'\ n+ .... ,...,.-:> .,-.....-.:~.(:, • ... 1- - .";o:5~e . ...--,- _..::_~.:."-'-c- ..... '--.:- 4--::-,. - ·\-..- .-- ... "!,.p '--;-.;. ~ - .,_ -- -·•- ---···-• • -• ~•~- -'"'--;;: ~ L --•' ..> ~,. _ _, ___ ,.. ~-~---.:r . 
l ,:; a"' 1 0~ ._._~ . , .2"l.:!.i-r-5 a,....c· a--e"'S ""~ Lhn "·"'""'--, r_ r::1·2 ..... 0 v."'\,-:-..;-,. o=i u-...e -- - ..... (;: .o:..1 . .... _i.-. .. .. - - _., ... '"' ..... _ .. _ ... L..'1.- · -~.L .. --.: "l 

. tJ-.e c=-ine site. It ,,:ould ir.clude, for ex2.m?le, phot.ographs t.2.ken ot'· 
or at t!1c Lo!"raine ;1otel, Canip~'s .A..,mser:;(=Dt Cer.ter, t1 ie pa:::::-king lo .. 
the fire s~ation, the roo~ing house at 418 1/2 to ~22 1/2 S. ~ain ~ 
Street, and any areas in between or adja c ent the!"eto. It also incl l 
p:-iotogrc1p:1s of the _.interior o:f any of th e se buildi~s s a nd_ of any o bij 
found ·in .±.he.'71. · - - - 1)1 

•; 

.... 

• 1'-:'hen l spo):c with Mr. Volney· Brown t,~o o~ three months _ago, h 7 }j 
said Lhat the Department ~ould have no obJcct1on to a proceourc whi ~ 
~cult allo~ Mr. ~cisb~~g to ~~a~inc these photogr~phs first1 then j 

' - -.. . • • ..... 
• •• . . • 
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.. 
:r ~rite, first, to assure you that Mr. 'tieisberg will pay 

the necessar search and reproduction costs but he does not waive 
his rig~t to recover them. 

I note, nowever, 't.hat when CBS News requested some of t..he 
same :ce-cords sought by Mr. Weisberg,. the search fees \.lere waived • . . 

-

I al,so advise you that I know of two· Freedom of Inforrna tion 
lc.">•'SU its where ""ell-kDO\.oo'TI rni 11 ion a ires ha Ve not been Cha.reed a Cent -
by the Department of .Justice for searching for the record~ requested 

... by them. This contrasts gl"aringly wi<t.h the trfatr.,ent .accorceo my 
cliE:nt, who can ill a:ford ~~·.::::~ fe2s, an: is 2.n affr0nt to t.h.e 
spirit and meaning of the Freedom of !n f ory,a tion Act • 

• 
Seconaly, I ask you to state your agret".:-:-,ent with t.he assurance 

Mr. Volney Brown gave me last sw-:.:ner that Mr. t..;eisberg will be. 
_a) lowed to exarr,ine anc ·selected those documents and photographs he 
~ants copied, rather than your foisting uy0n him, sig.ht unseen, 

. whatever you may determine to be within t.he purview of his request • 
.._ .:.t ... , 

Thiraly, l ask that you• select a date on which 1-'..r. Keisberg • w-ill be allowed to exa.~nine the phot~graphs and recorcs w~ich he 
has requested. l believe Mr: Weisperg will be able ex~uine these 
records on any day bet.ween March 1 · anc }~a rc.h 6 1 or on Y..a rch 15 . 

. "I ,.,,_,oulo -app-reciate i.t very ,nuch i:! yo'..1 ·c'.)t:lc acvise Ee ~t the earlie::;t 
possi?le tir.1e 'which date you prefer.~ "'· 

• 
~ 

Sincerely yours, 

. J.,;.- tfePf4' O' .Jim Lesar 

.... 

• 
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