!

TO

FROM

e

*e

SUBJECT:

/-

Enclosed for Aamlnlstratlve Division is a check
in the amount of $87, received from reguester on May 5,
1976, for special search fees and reproduction costs.
Attached, original and copies of receipt prepared for the .
benefit of the recuester, a copy of which will be provided
him by letter dated May Bj . 1976.v7

The check for $87 is broken down as follows:

$63 for nonroutine searches conducted by the
Memphis Field Office as stated in Memphis airtel
to Director dated 4-20-76; '

$9 for 3 8x10 color photographs of the death
bullet in the 3553551nat10n of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr; -

£15 for 3 pegatives of the color photograph of the
death bullet.

Charces are in accordance with Tltle 28, Code o©of

Federal Regulations, Section 16.8. : “tfz
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Memorandum to Mr. J. B. Adams

Re: HAROLD WEISBERG v. UNITED
: STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
-~ (U.s8.D.C., D.C.)

CIVIL ACTION WO, 75-1986

of these photographs to him and he should deal directly
with that organization concerning same. Plaintiff's
attorney furnished a check in the amount of $87 in payment
for material furnished on 5/5/76 and for search costs by
our Memphis Division. At conclusion of meeting plaintiff
repeated his belief that the FBI possessed additional
material not furnished him which would be responsive to 13
his request. , ' £

RECOMMENDATION: . . o 3

That FOIPA Section, Records Management Division,
promptly prepare letter to plaintiff furnishing receipt
for ¢ :ck received and confirming results of meeting held
~85/5/76. This should bes accomplished prior to Wednesday,
5/12/ 5, as court status call is scheduled for that dete:
AUSA >hn Dugan, District of Columbia, should be in receipt
of a copy of this communication prior to next court status
call. ' ‘ - :

APPROVED: - Comp. Syst .. Laboratory 3. 7,
85500, Dife e Ext Afairs, Legal Coun (V)4

Dep. ADASm____  Gendnv.______- Pian & Eva:.t_:i%\_ . '
Dep. AD Inv. £ /ec doent . Rec. Mgmi & 17/% ,
Asst. Dir: f fnsomaction Soes inv.

Asmin.___ fntell_ . Training

_Q_};TA ILS:

On 5/5/76 plaintiff Barold Weisberg, his attorney,
James Lesar, and a third individual identified as HMr. Paul
wWurtzel, a friend of plaintiff who was driving for him.on
that date, appeared at FBIHQ to review material furnished
by our Memphis Division goncerning the investigation of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. &ssassination pursuvant to plaintiff's
FOIX reguest of 4/15/754which reguested, in the main, photo-
graphs or sketches taken by the FBI or in our pcssession
concerning that wurder as well as certain scientific tests
performed by our FBI Laboratory. ©On 3/23/76 (see my memoranduny
to Mr. Adams Gated 3/25/76), a conference was heid between 5
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-0f the Lorraine Motel, Memphis, Tennessee. This material was
. "considered exempt from disclosure inasmuch as they were receivg

Memorandun to Mr. J. B. Adams

Re: EAROLD WEISBERG wv. UNITED - -
STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
(v.s.p.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTIOR NO. 75-1986

plaintiff, his attorney, and FBI personnel to review docu~-
ments deemed releasable pursuant to the FOIA. Plaintiff
indicated the FBI possessed additional material, and we

subse ently recguested the Memphis Division to forward
material falling within the scope of plaintiff's regusst

for review. By airtel dated 4/3/76, Hemphis furnished
material found in their files concerning the above inves=-
tigation. This consists of several categories of photographs
as will be outlined bereinafter:

1. Fortywseven_crime‘scene photographs taken by
the Memphis Police Department on 4/5/68 at ané in the vicinity

from a confidential source pursuvant to Title 5, United States
Code, Section 552 (b) (7) (D). Current contact with Memphis
Police Department disclosed that agency does not wish these
photographs to be disclosed. _-

2. 2 set of 14 photographs of suspects in the Xing
asses ination investigation. Of these photographs Kr. Weisberd
selected five that he desired copies of and this will be sub-
sequently handled by FOIPA Section.

3. 2 set of aerial view negatives of the Iorraine
¥otel and vicinity taken in April of 1868 by United States
Corps of Engineers personnel. Weisberg did not care to
yeceive copies of any of the negatives reviewed.

4. A set of 107 photooraphs of the crime scene take
at and in the vicinity of the Lorrain Motel by Joseph Louw and g
furnished to the FBI by Life Magazine. FMr. Weisberg was allos
to review these photographs and he selected 15 that he wished
copies of. HMr. Weisberg wes advised these photographs were
considered to be the property of Time, Inc., Kew York, and
we h ! recently determined that orcanization retained control
of these photographs and did not grant this Bureau auvthority
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to release desired copies. Mr. helsbprg volunteered that
he was aware Time, Inc., pvssossea more photographs-than

he viewed as he had pIEVJOley (at an unstated time) viewed
same through the coutesy of Mr. Ralph Pollerd of Life
Magazine. He was ne*ely advised that the 107 photooramhs
were the only ®Life” photographs in the FBI's possession.

Mr, Weisberg was advised the searching costs for
locating the photographs was $63. James Lesar, plaintiff's
attorney, cave a check made out to the FBI.in the amount of
$87 to cover the costs of this search and in addition, to
cover the cost of additional material previously selected
by HMr. Weisberg and presented to him on 5/5/76. These items
-are identified as three color photographs of Q64, which is
the death bullet in the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., at $3 each, and $15 for three negatives of ‘the
color photographs of Q64 made to the specification of Harold
Weisberg.

Mr. Welisbero strongly sugcested that the scope of
his reguest had not been complied with and that the material
furnished him on 5/5/76 did not represent all material within
his reguest contained in the records of the FBI. For examplejy
he aié he had a "receipt” indicating the transmission of
documents from the Memphis Field Office to the washington
Field Office subseguent to the date that James Earl Ray plead
guilty in the assassination of Dr. ¥artin Luther Xing, Jr.,
and Mr. Welisberg further stated he bad no information to
indicate these documents had been returned to the Memphis
Field Office. Therefore, it is the contention of piaintiff
that the Weshinogton Field Office would necessarily have
documents within the scope of his reguest which have not been
identified and located throvgh the search conducted at this
point in his FOIA reguest. It should be noted that during
previous meeting of 3/23/7¢, plaintiff made identical claims
during which. time he was advised that we would very much :
appreciate receiving the information in his possession which
w;uld help us locate other material responsive to his recguest

Fe had offered to furnish this information orally, but refuse
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- to give a written statement containing so-called ¥leads™ to
the location of the material desired. During our 5/5/76
meeting, described above, he was reminded we would appreciate
receiving a written statement which would assist us in locatin?
material that Mr. Weisberg claims we possess and that we have
‘been unable to locate to date. Mr. Welsberg stated he felt iti
. was the burden of the FBI to locate the material and not his
responsibility.




