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September 13, 1977 

Dear Mr. Matthews: 

Time lncorporated · is the copyright proprietor, 
in trust for the photographer, of 107 photographs taken 
by Josep~w in M.emphis, Tennessee, in Aoril of 1968. 
The photographs pertain t.o events and circ~-r.:stances· 

. surro,inding tne death cf Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
~ere lent to ·the FBI in connection with its investigation 
into the King assassination. At no tirne have any rights 
to reproduce or copy the photographs been granted to the 
FBI. 

Upqn inforroatio-r. anc:l -belief, and with the possible 
exception of one of the photographs, all the photographs 
are protected by either statutory or cormnon law copyright. 
Those of the Luow photographs which were first published 
in several editions of the April 12, 1968 issue of LIFE 
M.agazine were given protection by the statutory copyright 
ori those editions {Claim to Copyright Registration Nos. 
B 422404, B 422405, and B 422406). Those of the photo- · 
graphs which have never been published are protected by 
common law copyright. 

r 
I am informec that. Mr. Barolc Weissb2ra has re-

auested, under t.he Freedom of"-I-nforr..ation · A~t, that copies of t:ne Luo~ photographs be rr~de for him by the FBI. As 
copyright proprietor of the photographs, Time Inc. objects 
to any such un~uthorized ~o~ing. 

Time inc. has offer~, in corresponde nce with Mr. 
Weissberg, to make as r....a.ny prints of any of the photo-
9raphs as he desires at our st...andard print charge. This 
is the same rate as anv custorr,"er· .:r..or· ·jTirne Inc. prints ·,= 

\) - ·~ 
would be cha~g!~~1S '1.11 D~54 REC-59'" ;~- r:-- _ jt 

' t:, ~ ~ ...., - ../ .., • . - ;:1-l 
}(.r. Weiss erg indicate d to Time Inc. in . corre spon-q /> r,mJj 

denc~ i~ 1976 U-,at he hac at that time no interest~ c.::_ ~ 1.l? 
publ 1. sh1.1:g ~ny of the Luo-.,.;. pho~ograph~. Bo\.:ever, lie 11 
further 1.nd1.ca ted that if he d1d pu.bl1. sh any of them, >~ 
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he would pay as license fees the sru~e aJTount he pays 
United Press International for -one-time reproductions of 
UPI photographs. Time Inc. has no·aut-hority to grant 
book publication rights to any of the Luow photographs; 
this right was reserved by the photographer hi1nself. 
Additionally, UPI rates are not the sa..me as Time ·xnc.•s. 
Y...any non-book customers ha_ve purchased reproduction 
rights in the Luow photographs for: payrr~nts ranging 
from $500 {for tile use of several photographs by WKET-'lV 

-in 1975) to $5000.(for the use of one photograph by the 
German macazine Der: Stern in 1968). These paym2nts re
flected n~rrnal commercial negotiations between the 
parties, with Time Inc. acting ·as Luow's agent. 

For the reasons reflected in this letter, Time Inc. 
opposes any copying of the Luow photographs by th~ FBI. 

Special Agent Charles Y...a t the,,,.s 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Room 3648 . 

Washington, · D.C. 20535 
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