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: ni~ector ~n, i'tPR 1 ~1s li' 
. . , . F"4"/'al Bureau of Investigation .. ,.,. , ,, .,,. •ddc ~ , 

;~i°M-~~m~~~. A~~~y General. . .·'tf.O:".r_;_:t-_', . ';_~~~-~~1'1:'.!:_·.1· ... , ·:·,, ·····:·: .. ·:.·: ·,. ··.· · __ .,. / ft~~ -Ql'v).f Rights D~lo'.bion ( 

i~iUl-: lln~ Subjects, Menphis, Tennessee, tff'l 
Rev~ Dr. Martin. Luther King, Jr. Viet~~. f h ,,, 

~~,~~fu:9ain~t Rights .• ~;:!. . . l{'' 
:~:f 'Pursuant. to the telePhone c;,nver._bion betwUr 

Mr;. -~~ng of your ··aureau and Mr. Flannery ,o.f this : 
1
·~ 

'DiY.l/it;lon on April 12, 1968, we are tranan,,µ~ing ~ .' · 
witl).· -~mmunicat~Qns received by this Diyi:,i9n CQn · . 11r: caption~ matter. · ··. · · :. :"f.tf 

·· '.{/':· We are advising the corresponden~$ :Qf these : 
trM'.$JTlittals ana that they may -~ish to ~ -1~et dir 
thef"'fiiice of ~ . Bureau nearest th<;!lll. .;~;, · i'~\.:_,'.·,·,:~~,·.,*,·:~.) ... :.f.'.i,. •,. . . .., ·• • ' ,, '"'I ' ,.· s_ ,; 

· · ·· . ·. ;;,Ui\,·· '· ''l\'II\\.l We antio1}>ate rece1 ving addi tiona1,:......,nica 
ttti" ']bf this na1iiu>e and they ~so will .. '.. Sl\Sllli t 
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. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ROUTING SLIP ---...... ---------TO: ·NAME r \ION autLDING ....._..;....; ______________ __._ ------------.. ,. 
Mr. Long 

i2. 

J. 

,. 
QSIONATUflE 

OA~ftOYAL 

QHI: ME 

D ftl'.COllllll:NDATION 

QCOltllENT 

D NECEUAftY ACTION 

0 NOTE AND 111'.TUIIN 

QCALLNI 

D "!:fl CONVl'.IISATIOII 

D Al ftEQUEITl'.D 

QNOTI'. AND PIU 

0YOUII IDD911ATIH 
; 

D ANIWEfl Ofl ACKNOWL• -· 1 

l'.DGI: ON Ollt •t:P'OflE ------------- ' ). 

D ""1: .. AflE flE .. LY P'Otl ' ' 
THE IIGNATUfll: OP' 

111'.MAflKI 
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.·,~i;t,~' " 
/J!.Y\ ... 

Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
Justice Dcpartr.iont 
~ashington, D.C. r:~ f;t· ,,. 

! · Dear Attorney General Clark: l ,!}'•' I<' 1< 1N) ~ ; 
! 

-
') 

-----..__ -·-·- ---
On Sunday afternoon,· April 7, 1968, driving north on Interstate 71 

1n Ohio, near the Ashland exit sometir.e betueen 1:00 and l:JO P.H. 
was a white :male driving a car with e.n·Alab~ license plate 3-)4652. i 
His c:.r was a very old model, very pale blue (al.r.iost white because it was ,ao 
faded) with a top entirely rust covered and alnost solid red-rust color. 
Be drove at speeds of frora ?0-90 Jililes per hour, headin~ north. He attracted 
my attention first 1rhen he passed me, with his right hand covering his face, 
then cut his car imnediately in front of Jile. On a very foolish and dangerous A 
impulse indeedlI follot·red him for about half an hour. ~ch ti.r.!e that he passed )o 'v 
another car• his righ'.;. hand went up to cover. his face. From his speed · , , 
and atte~pt to conceal his profile I had the u.~canny feeling that he '-/ 

: was. in interstate flight for scr;;.e reason, and t-ra.s trying to avoid 
· being recognized. At the lOTAer part or his back windo~. llas the sign 

KKK 2---. I could not see the last three numbers clearly. These were 1 

i black nUI:1bers about 2-} to '.3 inches high. . 
· Please check the driver of .A.labair.a '.3-J4652. Could he possibly be : 
the aurderer of Dr. Hartin Luther King? So,c.e 00 hours after tue cri.?le µi 
Mel'!phis, he could havE: driven to Ohio in that ti.-:ie. 

This is no crank letter, sir. 
, ti.'lle of trouble. 

Than.le you ver-J much. 
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I am just~~ to help out at this 
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. CO}IFID"::l-lTIAL PL;-'.!S2 ~ 

A~t. of the Attorney General '· 
I ·u1• s. Depart!Ilent of Justice .----.....,"-

. W';t._sh1ngton, D. c. / u . \ j 

i • , , /):: . ,, :. , J j ' I 
D,ear Sir: .,,, I I 

''-------- • i 
. l i 

: · · . As yet you have not located the killer of Martin Luthe~; I 
~1ng, jr. The followin~ may heve no relationship to it whatt l · !} 
so-ever; on the other hand, it may be a one in a million clu~ 

, I 

l ' , l have a nei~hbor who formerly was a tile sale.sman, head;- : , 
·: quarters, Alabama.. i·lhile a salesman he travelled the u • .3 •• ;: ] 
· He 1~, in my opinion, a.n intense racist, has wr1 tten frequent;ly : 

lD the newspaper expressing his views, and his son in turn 1 
: i 

~rouRht to another ne13hbor racist neuspapers from l·11ssiss1ppa, • . : 
· ~en his son returned from service in Germany, he had praise : i :' 
for Hitler. ~ ,. _ · : 
! vr ,·11 1i'?Tlri l:l1r 11 r ! 
· The neighbor evidentally began a floor-tile la.yin~ business 

two or three years e10, for a volks-typ e truck has frequently 

I 

I 
I 

been at his house, cans denris indicate this, and very , 
frequently, he rec~ives packa~es via truck delivery. He leav~s 
~1s home :frequently and return~ frequently carry1n~ packages • 
in.to the house. I have heard the rumor that he obtained a · · :~ ; [ ·,,: 

·~1f'le of special qual1 ty for his next door neighbor. • l ;:. • 
;· ) .. 1 !, 

. ; 'The man's son owns a white mustan~ Ford, and the last I ~ew, 
· ~he son was wor:-ting 1n !•iiami with an airline company. , 

As I said, typically a volks-type delivery truck comes to the 
qouse, and it has not been there for so~e time. In the two week~ 
~eginnin~ the Sundays of the 17th and the 24, there was an unusu,1 
flurry of ect1v1ty around the house--accross the street. A passlnger 
qar volkswagon a-p"9eared. with youn~ man, wife, 11ndx child and ,the / 
rear a-p-parently loaded with clothes. The young lady showed her · 
face, and she may be .a relative. The young man however during / 
~he several days he was here did not "show himself." Too, as I . 

: tecell he had been et the house before, he or someone his ag~,-
~nd "@gain had not sho,;-m himself~ As ·r r~~~J.t, the Volks -pas~enger 

. qar reappeared for a second time with the· f~mily -and..- again lQaded 
· with clothin~ around the 19-23 of .March. ~Durin{ this latter .period 

-. . I . - / - ,.,. , ; .. / .,. , 

• delivery truck--not the Volks, but an open ~on-e·;, appeared apparentl y 
loaded with square gallon or square five gallon cans. Nightly 

· ~ . 

~ 

·~ 
~oth the deliv~ry truck and the vol ks bac~~ into the __ ~e __ '!h~Q.r.~EL. _ .. . . ·- : 
frive, the voliCS last,·t,,···· 4¥- 3tt:6>l- /l)(f ft, Hf:;.v---.. 7.c:? ".?6,Zi · 
; Sometime around the 24, the ne1~hbor•s two ce. s,1 thl Vo~ks ... . 
;l)assen~er the delivery truck, all' disappeared. T e ·enclosed / : 
.vol'lts itx t floor-til~ truck did not sho~·l ... Up _ d_µ;r;:ing . i;s im-~~~ 1Soo l 
iKy wife · and I went to Atlanta to a conference 1Ms lame wee:k .. :· : 

, 22 APR 25 196 ft Ao. __ !_: . : 
,, NOTE: Copy of letter received via routing_slip ·~f-~~:~~~'"nr·;~-~ .. :-' :.1 ! 

~rom J. Harold Flannery, <:;.vil Rights Division:.'J ·· • · · · . ,:, ·· · 
' . ~..t;Y, J., ) k . . ,, r,lJ ';t l,A{IV .. J.. A ' I i '} , .. ~( 
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~-a~d were away March 27, 28, 29. When we returned 
~·1 ~111 gone. ftxx~sxmni~ On the 5th of April mxx 

.. V}t-eturned by b;1mself with 'his persnnal cars. The 
,1;:{ ·', no other cars or trucka. It may be they nll have 
' ·. \ home in Mass. 

! 

' 
all cars were 
the man *eighbor 
wife no, and 
gone to their 

· · Anyway, this may have a bearin~ on the case or 1 t . may not. 
I 'lcnow no more than this. i If you fee 1. 1 t worthwhile I can give" 
a name but I would ratherpot. The neigb-bor is my accross ~he . \ 
atreEt nei~hbor_. Because we differ so s~rongly on our raci~l ' 
and -political views we do not talk. ( 
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Mr. Ra~suy Clark, 
United Stat,Js Attorney Gen':!ral 
u.s. Departoer,t of Justic :> 
Constitution Avenue & Tenth Street lti., 
~ashington, D.c., 20530 

Honorable Sirs 

• 

. j ,: 

I .. 

. ' 

About 91.30 P'.'.t, o,n the night of tre assassination of Dr. Uartin L•.1ther, Jr., I sei1 E. · 

white conv~rt~ble 1967 at;;ildcatn ;dth a Clarke County ~iasi&s!ppi t~g 'ntnber 
120•134.. This car pa~sed ne on South Prentiss (in Jat.::koo~, ?is dssippi) • 
tie r.ere both treveling South; thi~ car turned ~'..'est on Cent:-al Street, and so 

l'· did I. The n!!xt t urn vras South on Eostvle-:1 Street, ~.ftE:r our turn on Eesti~ 
iiew Street, this uildcat abrttptl:, stopped end p:rrkea.· ' .. 

'I As soon as l passed, this car tu~·necl conpletely Ol'oand end ho·:-:.ed in the 
c : · i oppos! t.9 direction. 

. · \ 'l'l',1 a csr rrif.ly not be in en:, -::z-:J 
i Memphis 2} to 3 hours earlier, 

_ J. co1:-9cier:ce. 
f>i. j:: . -

connected ";11th Ue cr!.oe tbst took i:;lece in 
but it -;:es on ,,y r.iind a::c! it botli,;1red m7 

! 

;<,.f ·If Y?U ttiink it 
.. , ,..;:-r ·c~ecic: 1 t out. 

i 
rlll help. in solvill3 the cnsa of the tl:lcaught killer ple!!&9: · • 

.... , i . 

.~iJ\::::~/ .-( 
...... · .. :i 7 ... 

l ·· · .. 
. ·i .: • 

I 

. .. .. - ~~-~~ -·:- ~~-.. 
i.::-.;.· /~t~~ 

: 

i 

Si pee rely, 

•. t • i . J:.:C .. · ... ··-- ~ ---·-.. -- ... - · - . , ~ . •. ... • .EX-105; · 
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y LU!v!_~.,;<_~LL AND. T1'.18ll_t:!_E. __ 
. • I A Monthly- Poll or l!cgro Opinion , 

. ' !· 

l 
r 

A. Quarterly Organ of Negro Thought ar..o Opinion 

i 
' 

Attorney General RS!!lsoy Clark 
lla!hin~ton, D. C. 

De£ll' Sirs 

J21'i s. Tremi,,fne 
Los Angeles 90019, Calif. 

938 - 845S, area ~ode, 21.3 
' ·~. 

April 13, 1968 
'"\\ 

I hate to be tbon~ht a quack, but I et.nnot a-et a very;1~turbin! 
ai-;ii~ity of events which mieht rolate to tho slayi~ or Dr .1-brtin Luther 
Ii~,\ Jr. out of my mind, aIXl eo, at whntovor risk, I atu impo'lle~. to vrite 
70\.l. 

I 

I publish tho above-ll!!~gd Poll monthly a:ld tho Tri~no, • little' 
maga:zino vhcn I can; but I covered th() funeral of Dr. Jr.int for • newspr.por, 
The Post, publi~h~d at 2973 Sacr5..,.~onto st., =~rkoley, Calif. 94705, a No:ro 
woekly. I al~o ~o:.vo Th~ Post et proscnt as a consulta.Dt, ·or con~ributin: 

' ' 
: \ 

' 

: I 

. ; \ 

i \ 
editor, in its efforts to build up its editorial contont. \: 

l j \ 

I just roturned lost nt :ht fra.n Derkeley en:! a!"tor bGing · ew~ a1'?lost '. 1 · 
all vo~k, vbzi.t \11th th~ fun~rcl, bavo just CDu:ht up on the daily :pap:ors; end 
I was struck by the G~~i~erit7 of reportod ectivities or the. suspoet9d Y.illor ·: \ 
an:! a fictional killor I crc3t.od in nn.unpublished book, "Th~ Ten Most Wanted .\ 
\Thi te 1-~n". As the tit.lo would f:U:'fest, this !l'.sn, '.lho is sort or idoran:ed by i 

1
\ . 

frustration over tho cont inu~d hu::ii • iation of Nc~oes by tho nomii.olo11t novo- i 
ment and the continued violation of them by Deep wouth racis~s, ~ieks out th~ I\ 

ten raciste frO'U w~ose deaths he thinks the Nef;ro \.IOuld most bcne.fit and r;oas out 

a~ kille them. ~~ 11 REC 27 44- "3 ff(/ - · /:'/17 : 
. I publ ishP.d tp~ first fivo chopters in the Tribun3. I mn J farmer \ 

veek1y novsp2pcr publif'bor for 19 years or the Los A;n~elos Trib~~ ~n.i I began , 
the Tri":un9 out of frustration while livin~ in Tuskczoo;· Ala. in 19~-{>S. I 
eta.r.te:1 the Tribun:i, es e 'little 'l'larazina 1,;as the Tuske:ee Tribupe, e !ti!r.eo
uaphod n3\.Tspap-.?r, and a large number or whitf'a of th€ to•.rnd J1L were dP-scribed , 
by knowl.qdt"ablo Nc:roes of tho town es "mc;nb3rs .. ~ "'i'Elte Citi~+nE Councilff \ I\ 

and Xluxor-types, nibscribed. .6 APR 2 5 1968 ! '. : \ ··' 

I have as maey subEcribcrs e'.'llon, Alab:!mia:1~0:u I }~~ ' suppose to be : 11' 

vhite, as I do e,inon: No~oes - not that thoro ~e ~ r of eith~~ . ; . i 
1 

' --+ ' l 
Coverin! the TusketCG City Council could~if hold ray interost, as I had . i 

euspended public~tion of tho Tri-..,um> as a ngvsp:ipDr.--1:ncf>'eo/':;._~o ·.~ ~reative~~I' ,, 
. ' - ... ~ . - ~ ! 

1~·.t;~~1:.ittlT Of_ JUSri~,~ : \ 
r 

NOTE: Copy of letter received -via routing 
slip from J. Ha,rold Flannery, Civil Rights 

,: Division. ~J/ ~~ L 11.~ ~ z.X,'1::(/(( 

I . . ' 

6 . APR 16 1968 . 
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•nd I left Tuekoeee in February of 1°65 and returnod to L~s lnieles. 

I bov8 continued to eond the Tribune to r.;y southern sub!cribe?rs, includin: 
tb• vhite~, vhenevar I have brou;ht it out. · · 

Be~1.nn,n~ with tho 14th nu:nber in March or 1965, I earializad "Th~ Ten Most 
Van+Ad Wh~.te l~P.n", and C"Dtiru~d into the fifth ~~epter b3!ore I cot a contract 
tor tho book fro;n Hour,hton-?fifflin Co. oth~r than in the first chapter vbere my 
hero, or anti-boro, conceivod bis plan as a way out of his frustratJ~n And lists 
hiE intended v:1.cti."'ll~, I didn't in the serjalhation ,:ive avay his plans or modus 
opo~arrli .- _Howover, the idea was there. ' 

<h:!'trft~,... J.. . 
Al ... o, tho -entire book of 36 y;:;.::a bna been reBd by Hou,ton Mifflin, vhich 

eventually doc~.d~d !'lot to publish it, on th9'~ounds that th~ enti-hero vas 
not ."balievoblo, ·and by Globe Pross, which reje ctod it, too. Tho first ten chapters 
ware.- .read, a!rl rejected, la~t Str!!:!!9r by Harpt)r & Ro-J and have since \,eon at· 
Ram O'!I Hou!:e, alon! with the book's su:miary. · 

_ - ;, .. .J / ,sl,11r, 1 ' 
. I hope ;,ou vill not foel . that I am su~:astin~ that any of the ,readers of this 

boek ·vould bo 60 in~nn~ es to a~sassinato Dr. Kin:. Ha,~ev~r, the coincidence of. 
your su~roct o.pperontly bavin! arondon~d a car in At!anta, just war,ed a..:ay from 
it; belon:in: to tho Ecanan•s union in lfobilo; rentine the room in the rundown 
roO"!'int bou~e, and the actions or 1f!Y anti-hlro, or killer, is so str~kin: that 
I hopo it oxcu~os this lonr. end deteiled letter. Perhaps it is ray :1.maeination,'but 
the p~r.::-onalit:r, t h9 r:tride, etc., su:rgestcd by the newspaper stori~s,, suzgost my 
JQ~inh Eorron, who l~es to thiilk o: hi."llsclf as "tho Bronzo Bomber", . a ~art ot 

·avenger or Nerroes. 

There is further the fact that while r·vas in Atlanta, I heard many people in 
th~ cr~~,:1 cutsidc th~ church and along the t:1arch SaJ they fearod, or had beard, 
that Rev. Ab'3rnatby, Stokoly Car!!ichaol, Conz,t'essm:m Adam Po,.1ell, and other Xi?gro 
lcederE were fOing ~o ~ "rotten". Snme re~ peop~c said thoy thou~ht the killer 
mii;ht bo standin: on the side·-:alJc alonff the line of march. · 

. ' 

l ' 

. ! 

. 'I al~o h~ard thet N<:?cro extro:nists in Atlenta we-re plannin: to burn and blow up II 
businos~c~, ,specifically Seers ard others along Gordon Rood, v~-1.ch -is Just abovo the .- . 

· Cep1tol H~~es Bou~ine Project ~here tho car was p..irked in Atlanta. I livcq fro.'D 
Septe~be~ l to Oct. 29, of 1965 in Atlanta and have a son in colleze tborQ, thoufh 
he is not an oxtren.ist'or ra~ist, and so,bave !!lllny leacs th~ro. I thoufht it no
ts.bl~ that tbore vas no mention of harrninz the bousin: projeot~·even thoueh many 
or ·th9 vbites livin: there ere openly hostile to ?foeroes passin,: thero en route to 
ehop on Gor.don Road. 

. ·wone of this !!':DY be' or any valu~. H0\,.18V·ir, I fl!lt I had ti) r.elay it. N<N that 

. . 

. Mrs. tine and Rev. Abernathy havo r~solved to contirnia the march to Washin:~on, 
the Fa~e p(?°rron or p~ri::ons vbo 'WOl"O sufficiently exorcised by distrnss as to 
kill Dr. Kine m:iy atb"'."pt to harm tho!ll; am I folt that if I kno.., anythi~ which ,, 
might r~~ot~ly h~lp Eolvo th~ murder, I should relay it • 

• 
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I do not keep the world 1s b~st records; but 11' you ~bould like to look 
at my Alabo~e mailin: list, I could type the 1.J.1,~os and acdresses off tho e2rds 
and ~end the~ to you. I think there ere a couple in Birmin~ham. 

My boo~c 1~ pretty much in dissrray; one e;ets · discouraaod aftor threo 7eare~ 
But if' lookinr; o.t it would Eh9d any lii;ht, I thin:k I could shu!'fl• th3 cbep~rs 
toretber. Houever, as 7ou can nee, I am vordy. It's about 400,000 v~s. . I 

• • I 

I vill be at Jho Post Thursday and Friday, I think; but the address an:1 . ! 
phona 1lltllbor on tho lotterbcad ero my residenco, vhora I do 'T!1' othor .work. l 
.. .. , • - · - • - • • • t 

- ! 

-: ~ -: - · ·.I· wish you· the very be Et of luck in your investigation. ' 

, . .. 
r 

c.' . : . . .. 
, . 

. . : .. 

. . .. .. . ~ 

S1neere1~YP1.1i"S :- _ . .. ~. ~:i.t!J . . ·~;,!~-/. . . 
· -f~~~) !];no ~~ . ~--

Edi tor-Publisher . 
. .. Lomax Poll am; Tri b \UIS 

.. r- • ·: 

P. S.s I f you Fbould have anyone from the local office or .~ fa! co~~c'tj 
me, vould 7ou havo tho:-n ph ·na first? , 
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UNITED STATES GOV. NMENT • 0.Loach--

• Mohr 

,M emorqndum 
Biahoi, •. 

. ~:;;-~ 
I 

• Conrad 

DeLo~ 

·r..1, 

• Gair .• -

TO Mr. a DATE.: April 22, 1968 Roar -
· S..111 an-

Tovel 
Trouor l Mr. DeLoach Tol~. Roo•-

FROM : A. Rose l Mr. Rosen Holan 
. Gaady 

1 - Mr. Malley ' L' 

l - Mr. McGowan 0 
SUBJEC- : MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 

lr - Mr. Martindale 

'l( 1 - Mr. llcDonough _ 
1 Mr. Bishop 

This is the case concerning ,.tie murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

The Attorney General's Office bas furnished a copy 
of'-8, "Time" report setting forth information received from 
Joh,n.t?M~Ferren, a Negro of Somerville, Tenn.essee. We "' 

~. prevlousiy_ received information concerning this "Time":-:! 
: ·i report and furnished pertinent information concerning it . 

to ·the Attorney General in a memorandum dated 4/20/68. , 
. ,·Al thQugh there does not appear to be any substance to the . 

.. . -.[.information furnished by :McFerren as set out in the "Tillt-e'' -
report and the information furnished Bureau Agents by . : 

- McF.erren on interview which is substantially the same a~ · 
·.. . that~ set forth in the "Time'' report, we are complete}jy ; · 

running the information out. McFerren has participated :1n ' 
civil rights activities in and around Somerville, ~ennessee, 
for a number of years. He has previously reported inciqents 
to our Memphis Office, many of which were found to be wfthout 
any substance in fact. 

In essence, McFerren has reported that on the 
afternoon of 4/4/68, the date of the shooting of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.,'Jte overheard one end of a telephone · 
conversation· at the~ and L Produce Company in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The substa~e of the telephone conversation ! . 
and the <:}escript.ions of the individual_s ~nvolved as well as 
McFerren's belief that an individual who was previously 
employed at the produce marlcet resembled Eric Starvo Galt, '"'-

l 

1· 
; 

I 
It I 

i' " ~ 

I ' .. ! 

I 
I 
1 

now identified as being James Earl Ray, led ." !tcFerren to \, 
believe that.'\ these individuals ·might be involved in the ~ing . _ : \ ·" 

murder; ....-uic~(11RE.. EX-10~¥: REC:-69 f'~- .3~ e,{- ,~I o? i 
Enclosure. r$=~ ~~ ': !" I : .;'1 . . . ! - ;: -\ 
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lfemorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: lruRKI N 

In runnii,g out licFerren's information, Bureau 
Agents showed him six random photographs, one of which 
included the 1968 photograph of Eric Galt and be definitely 
eliminated Galt as the individual he saw at the LL and L · 
Produce Company, and who he thought .was identical with the 
sketch of the subject he saw in the n~wspaper. llcFerren 
picked three photographs of individuals who are all 'under 
twentyfive years of age and do not resemble Galt at all. 
One individual in the photographsis known to be. in prison 
at this time, and the other two are not known to have been 
in the Memphis area at any time. ·y / 

n,;;,..pJJl!1 71=.111 
I nvestigation disclosed that the individuals 

referred to in connection with ~he telephone cal~eceived 
at the LL and L Produce Company/are,Frank camill · berto . -~~ 
and James-Wiflia~, President iand Vice-President ! 

respectively of this company~. They have ·denied ever- 1 
• . 

discussing the possi~ility of shooting King or having 
knowledge of the person responsible. They stated they jnay 
have made derogatory remarks about King because of the ~os'.s 
of revenues caused by his activities. Mr. Liberto advlsed 
that he makes frequent trips to New Orleans for produce, 
has relatives in New Orleans and discusses large sums ot 
money when making produce purchases over the telephone. : 
Mr. Liberto stated he always employs Negro males as helpers 
in the produce department and ha$ not had in his employ•ent 
any individual fitting the description of the unknown 
individual previously described by McFerren. 

ACTION: ! 1 

1. Although the basic facts of McFerren's · 
allegations'have been run out and there appears ' to bend 
substance to them, we are continuing to completely resoi~e 
these allegations. \ i 

. ~ . !' . . . 
).~; . : . 
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FROM A SOURCE WHO WANTS US TO BEND EVERY EFFORT TO 
! PROTECT HIS IDENTITY \IE HAVE THE FOLLOW I NG LEADS IN THE 
' 
, ~SSASSIUATIOtl OF' DR• KING I '.!) 

I. ERIC STARVE GALT (OR WHATEVER HIS REAL NAME IS) 
!ts SALLO~·SKINNED, HAS ··JUNGLE Rot•• OR SOME KIND OF 

"\' SCARS OR POCK MARKS ON HIS NECK AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, WAS 
• IN tlEMPHIS LAST FALL J HE WORKED Al A PRODUCE CO~PANY THERE. 

2. THE PRODUCE COMPANY SEEMS TO BE A BASE FROM WHICH 
;THE CONSPIRACY PLOT WAS HATCHED OR CARRIED OUT oa BOTH. 

3. KING WAS KILLED FOR DLRS5,000 BY A PROFESSIONAL 
i 
.HOODLUM. 

I 

~. THE PAYOFF•• OR AT LEAST THE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS 
' \R>R JT •• WAS ARRAt:GED lN MEMPHIS. 
, 5. 1C1t1G•s DEATH VAS PART OF A CONSPIRACY lNVOLVlt1G AT 
1· 

~EAST THREE MEN CTHE KILLER, HIS MEMPHIS CONTACT AND A 
• 

1••eROTHER .. WHO MADE THE. PAYOFF JN NEW ORLEANS> Af1D POSSIBLY 
I· 

SEVERAL OTHERS• 
G. TACTICAL HEADQUARTERS FOR THE PLOT SEEMS TO BE 

,r'"MPHIS, THE ORIGINAL PLAHNUJG l'IAY HAVE BEEN .CARRIED OUT 
SEWHERE. 

7. THERE IS AN UNINVOLVED WITNESS TO PART OF THE 
'NSPIRACY, WHO OVERHEARD THE ORDER TO KILL AnD OVERHEARD 
INAL PAYOFF ARRANGEMENTS. 

s. THIS IS CONJECTURE, BUT IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT 

tR~GATlONISTS U:XTIATED THE PLOT AtlD ASSIGHED THE 
SASSinATlON TO PROFESSIONAL HOODLUMS TO CARRY our. 

9. THERE IS STROt:G INDICATION THAT LAW OFFICERS 
_EITHER LOCAL, STATE OR COU~"TY> OR EX•LAW OFFICERS ARE 
I 

l:NVOLVED • . 
Cr.NOTE FROM ROGER WlLLIAMS •• WE ARE GIVUiG YOU THE! 
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fl!Al NAMES, AS FULLY AS ·WE KNOW THEM, OF THE CHARACTERS 

A.ND LOCATIONS t BUT WE ARE ASSUMIWG THAT •• FOR OBVIOUS 

f .E~s_or\t_;- YOU WILL NOT USE ANY OF. THEM. REAL NAMES OR IOT' 
l,diosr"ANY l>ESCRIPTJOfl OF THE PRODUCE COMPANY AND ITS 

OCCUPANTS THAT DAY WILL PIN THIS STORY ON OUR SOURCE, SO 

i,y ALL MEAflS -LET US DISCUSS THESE DETAILS AFTER YOU HAVE 
I 

.WRITTEN. THE PIECE.> • 
!' 

' l HEREWITH THE STORYI 
·1,;';.· _; .I 

' 
·OH APRIL 4, AS HE HAD DONE EVERY THURSDAY FOR _SIX 

./\RS, JOHN MCFERRIN DROVE INTO -MEMPHIS TO BUY .PRODUCE FOR 

, . HIS SMALL COUNTRY GROCERY STORE• THE STORE IS LOCATED IN 

' tHE IIILLS EAST OF MEl'lPHIS-, JUST ·OUTSIDE THE TOWN OF . 

"S()MMtRVILLE, LESS THAH iJ MILES FROM MEMPHIS. MCFERRIN 

IL1ADE $EVERAL UHEVEflTFUL STOPS IR MEMPHIS. AT ABOUT .0:30 

;-.Pt"~• HE DROVE INTO THE PARKHIG LOT AT II AUD J PRODUCE COMPANY, 
\ -~OPPED IN ITS OPEN-AIR PRODUCE SHED, THEU WENT INTO THE . 

!w~aEHOUSE BUILDING TO MAKE HIS PURCHASES. 
: : . AS HE WALKED THROUGH THE DOORIJAY HE HEARD A MAR'S 
; VOICE FROr·J AN OFFICE JUST OFF THE HALL. • 'THE f'JAN WAS 

; &qREAMU:G AND I COULD HEAR HIS VOICE BEFORE I GOT INSIDE,•• 
SAYS MCFERRIN. "I STOPPED JUST Il1SIDE THE DOORWAY AND 

::ll~EfJED FOR A MOMENT. I WA~ STANDUJG. If1 THE HALL, JUST 

:OUI'SIDE THE OFFICE WHERE THIS MAN WAS SCREAMitlG. •• 
I 
I • 

. THE MAN <t:1E'LL CALL HIM RED AND TRY TO FIND OUT HIS 

,REAL RAME) WAS snnrm BEHIHD A DESK IN A TINY 6' BY 6' 

2f-FICE. 
. '•HE KEPT SCREAMI NG OVER THE PHOHEs •KILL HIM. KILL . . 

. •· J oor,·r CARE HOW YOU DO JT, XILL THE S0t1 OF A BITCH 
ra \THE BALCOHY •••• 

i r,crrrmrn L!S!EflE'D or:LY FOR A JllOMENT., • ·THEN A MAN 

Af,1£_ DO~N THE HALL -~ I Dou·r KNOW WHERE JJE CAME FROM, ·cAUSE 

'IIAS SO BUSY LISTENif1G TO THI~ f.AN IN THE CFFICE •• AnD 

L~ r:E. TO GO OtJ lflSIDE rm: FOOD LOCKER Ano HELP MYSELF ••• 
\ MCFERRIN, WHO IS A fJEGRO, PLAYED THE ACQUIESCEtJT 

AR:KY •• A ROLE HE ADOPTED YEARS AGO FOR SELF•PROTECTlON 

BUT: SHt:DS EASILY At-:0 ~µ PEOJ>LE HE TRUSTS •• AflD OBED I Ef!TL Y 

SHUFFLED OFF, AS HE VAS LEAVING THE LOCKER FOUR ~R FIVE 

MIHU'iES LATER THE PHOUE IN THE LITTLE OFFICE RAt:G AGAIN 

AUD . A su:noER N:.~ \7llH A SCAR or, HIS NECK PICKED UP THE 
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. .PHOHE, MUTTERED .. YEAH, HE·s HER£·. -· OR SOMETHING to 

tHAT EFFECT •• AUD PASSED TH£ PHONE TO R£D. 

RED WAS IN fJO ,.,OOD FOR FURTHER TALK• HE SAT WITH BOTH 

~~ THE DESK AND GROWLEDt ••ooN·T CALL~~ WO MORE, 

A~D oon•t COME NEAR MY PL~CE. YOU Kr~ow MY BROTHER IN 
~ ORLEAtlS ·- HE'LL GIVE YOU THE DLRS5,ooo. OON·T BRING 

10UR ASS flEAR l"IY PLACE AGAIN." RED SLAMMED THE PHONE DOWN 
• I 

WITHOUT WAITING FOR A REPLY, 

••1 MADE OUT LIKE I ~IDN'T HEAR WHAT HE SAID•• THEY 
TH~NK J 'M DEAF ANYWAY, 'CAUSE EVERYTIME I -GO IN THERE I 
':fL~Y LIKE t •M HARD OF HEARING,'' · SAYS MCFERRIN, ·• 'I VENT 
UP, AND PAID MY BILL AND LEFT••' 

.. . JOHN MCFERRIN HAS fl'j BEEN 'BACK TO THE PRODUCE COMPANY 
SIDCE. . 
·•. t 
. . ·. BUT FOR SEVERAL YEARS •• ABOUT SIX, SAYS IIJCFERRIU •• 

ME lfAD GOtJE THERE EVERY THURSDAY• MCFERRIN SAYS THE PRODUCE 
COMPAWY IS A HAt:GOUT FOR POLICE, COUUTY OFFICERS AND SOME 

SlATE LIQUOR OFFICERS. USUALLY THEY SIT AROUND lH RED'S 

OFFIC£ 1 WATCH TV AND GOSSIPJ THEY OGLE RED'S PICTURES OF 
BATHlf..'G BEAUTIES WHICH HAflG IN FRAt1ES ON THE WALL. THEY · 

ARE SHAPSHOTS, USUALLY SHOWING RED AtlD SEVERAL GIRLS JN 

BATHING SUITS AT A BEACH OR SVIMMUG POOL, "EVERY TIME 

i GO IR THERE, HE'S GOT A NEW SET OF PICTURES ON THE WALL,'' 
SAYS MCFERRIN. 

RED TRAVELS A LOT, •:CFERRIR SAYS, IS OFTEN GONE FOR 

TVO OR THREE WEEKS AT A TIME AND IR THE SIX YEARS THAT 

fiCF£RRIN HAS BEEN TRADING THERE, HE HAS NEVER HEARD RED 

'~- J,..X ABOUT HIS TRIPS. " RED IS A BIG MAN -~ WEIGHS ABOUT 

0 rouUDS, OVER SIX FEET TALL, WITH A SALLOW COMFLEXION AND · 
IDE!•SPACED TEETH, MCFERRIN SAYS lHERE ARE GAPS lN HIS 

£ETlf, BUT I DoM•t THINK ME fliEAriS THE MAH IS SNAGGLE•TOOTHED, 

, : toNCE, Ot.11.Y A FEW WEEKS BEFORE THE ASSASSUUTION, RED 

:AD COME OUT TO THE PARKif;G LOT WHERE fl:CFERP.I N \.IAS LOADING 

1s fICKUP TRUCK AtlD SAID, ·' •wELL, WHAT ARE YOU GOtnJA DO 

\faour YOUR BUDDY1·· . · 
J ••wHAT BUDDY?•• ASKED MCFERRIN. . 

••vou Xt:OW YOUR BUDOY -~ MARTIN LUTHER Kif:G. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK ABOUT THAT TROUBLEMAKER?'' 
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.... 
·~ .. I TOLD HIM, •1 JUST TEtm TO MY OWN BUSINESS,• • • 
;~ 

1. ~YS MCFERRIN. ~·1 DIDN·r .WANT to GIVE HIM A CHANCE TO 
;; t START NOTHING WITH ME. 
1: 
f; , -~ ' ; 
}: 

.~ FEW OCCASIONS, MCFERRIN HAS OVERHEARD _ RED AND HIS 

FRIEtms, USUALLY COPS, SITTltJG IN THE OFFICE AtlD TALKING 
POLITICS. OFTEN HE HAS HEARD THEM SAY THE USUAL SOUTHERN 
' 

SEGREGATIONIST 'tHif:GS ABOUT LBJ, THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, 

·;t;fC. ONCE HE OVERHEARD RED SAYS ABOUT MARTIN LUTHER KING I 

; ·• 'SOMEBODY OUGHT TO KILL THAT SOU o, · A BITHC. • • 

~CFERRIN SAYS ERIC STARVO GALT•• 0~ A MAN CLOSELY 

\ Jl£SEMBLltJG GALt•s DESCRIPTION ~- WORKED AT THE PRODUCE 
I 

.c()MPAHY LAST FALL FOR ABOUT THREE WEEKS• ~•HE WASN•t THE 

.xpm OF MAN WHO USUALLY-;yORKED THERE,•• SAYS MCFERRIN, 
,,....AND HE DIDN•t TALK LIKE THE OTHER ME.N WHO WORKED THERE,• 11 

~T -• IF THAT'S WHO IT WAS •• WAS A SLEUDER, DARK•HAIRED 
·'tt)UfJG MAN IN HIS LATE Tt.lENTIESe HE HAD A JAUNDICED COMPLEXION, 

. A 1RASH OR POCK MARKS OR HIS flECK <HCF'ERRIN CAI.LS IT ••JUNGOE 

Rot••> AND HE VAS USUALLY DRESSED ••CLEAN AND NEAT.•• 

i HIS HARI VAS BLACK AND STRAIGHT• HE SEEMED. TO BE fRlENDL Y 
: VlTH RED. 

' '- . ' WHEN THE FBI SHO~ED MCFERRIN MUG PICTURES YESTERDAY• ONE . 
·o, THE FIVE MEN In THE PICTURES HAD •.rut1GLE ROT· ON HIS NECKS 

··\s,IDE FROM THAT, HP: LOOKED VERY MUCH LIKE THE MAN MCFERRIN 
llAl> SEEN WORKU:G AT THE PRODUCE COr.PANY LAST FALL. •THEY DIDN'T 

• l ' . 

. ,ffA~ ·A SIDE VIEW OF HIM", SAYS MCFERRIN OU: MEANS THREE QUARTERS 
NIEV> •oa I COULD HAVE TOLD FOR SURE. BUT HIS FACE LOOKED . 

I 

. '.ABOUT RIGHT, HE HAD SLENDER SLOPING SHOULDERS AND JUDGLE ROT 

.:~:~1·: HIS tJECK. 1 PICKED HIM OUT AS MY FlRSl CHOICE,• . . 
·,)' i : fllCFERRIN HAS NO WAY or ICt~OUING IF THE MAN WHO WORKED AT 

. .. • ~ PRODUCE COMPAfJY IS GI\ULT • HE HAS OtJLY A GUT FEELHJG THAT 

1:!su~:Gw;~EA~o!r!;E;::rp:~~~~Ep~:;:~~-~:y~:E~:vp~~:-~::ILE 
.tn~l:ILEDGE THAT THE MAN RESEMBLES NEUSPAPERS DESCRIFTIOHS OF 

\lQLT. THE FBI MAS NOT or:rHED THAT THE MAN MAY HAVE BEEN GAULT. 

:wHEN MCFERRUI LEFT THE PRODUCE . cor?ArJY HE PUZZLED ABOUT THE 
RAf)GE PHOHE COtWERSATIOf~S HE HAD OVERHEARD. ·1 DIDtt·t JCt!OW · 

tHEN \'HAT THEY MEANT ·AND I ·.DIDN•t VANT TO STAY APOUND THERE 
! 

;.~ .. ~ .. ~-1/ ,.· 
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TO FIUD OUT BECAUSE IT SOUNDED FISHY TO ME. WHEN I 60T HOME 

A~D HEARD THAT DR. KING HAS BEEN SHOT, I KNOW RIGHT THEN 
~_.5¥ WERE TALKING ABOUT. ~y WIFE TOLD ME THE RADIO HAD 

StlD DR. ICING HAD BEEN·"}iOT THAT AFTERfJOOH. 1 TOLD HER HE . 

· COULDH•t HAVE BEEN SHOT THEN • THAT 1T HAD TO HAVE HAPPENED 

. AROUND 5 :30 OR 6 BECAUSE I HAD HEARD THESE MEN ON THE PHONE AT 
i 

. ·ABOUT FI VE O 'CLOCK•• 

.· .c F,:>R FOUR DAYS, MCFERRIN POHDERED WHAT TO DO WITH THE 
· . . 1r1FORMATION • HE WAS SCARED I SCARED HE WOULD ENDANGER HIS ~IFE 

·B~ NOT TELLUlG I SCARED THhT HE WOULD ENDANGER A BUSlflESS 

IIE HAD WORKED MIGHTY HARD TO DEVELOP IF' HE DID TELL ANYONE. 

ftlNALL Y ON SUNDAY EVENU1G HE MADE UP HIS MIND. 
~ BAXTON <PLEASE PROTECT NAME A~D USE FICTIOUS NAME>; BRYANT 

~F THE Sl' ATE COUNCIL ON HiJMArl RELATIONS MADE A CHAf:CE TOUR OF 

SQMMERVILLE <PLEASE USE FICTIOUS NAME> AND MCFERRIN DREW HIM 

~St~~ TO T.ELL HIM THE STORY• HE HAS KNOWN BAXTON FOR YEARS AND 
BA~H IS ONE OF THE FEW WHITE MZN l'ICFERRIN COMPLETELY 

:(f l;RtfSTS • (MCFERRIN IS A NEGRO)• BAY.TON WEHT BACK TO MEMPHIS, 
.C0f1TACTED AN ACLU LAWYER NAMED DAVID CAYWOOD (PROTECT HIS . 

· IJAME TOO) AUD THE TWO l'IEfl VENT BACK TO SOMERVILLE, TALKED WITH 

~Jo'ERRIN AGAIN A?:O ARRMJGED A MEETifJG IN MEMPHIS • IH SAXTON'S 

~TEL ROOM AT SHERATON PEABODY ' 
' ; 
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\FINALLY, THERE'S THE MYSTERIOUS ESPISODE OF THURSDAY MORNll~I 
1tHE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL IEWSPAPER IN ITS FIRST 

"
111DNESDAY NIGHT HEADLINED:- •rn1 CHARGES ERIC STARVO GALT lN 

)~ASSir1ATION AND CONSP~~ACY. Ltrms SUSPECT AND ·sROTHER··. 

AT 1Hr0RMATI0N HIT ME~~IS STREETS_ AT ABOUT l l PM WEDNESDAY 

NDi 'PRESUf1ABL Y WAS BROADCASTED OVER THE RADIO EVEN EAR~LIER . 
HAN THAT• · 

$HORTLY AFTER SEVEN AYEM THURSDAY, A MAN NAMED ROBERT' P ·ERS 

\

-1~~ASE USE FlCTICIOUS NAtlE AGAIN> BEGAN MAKING . 

j'Q~ERIES ABOUT MCFERRIN IN S0Mf1ERVILLE, HE STOPPED FIRST AT 
iCFERRIN'S STORE • A C0t'S1tlATIOH GROCERY, FILLING STATION · 

AHO :LAUNDROMAT • ANO THEU lilEHT DIRECTLY TO MCFERRIN 'S HOUSE, 

HE ··DROVE UP 1N A WHITE CADILLAC AND ME~ MCFERRIN IR HIS FRONT 

. .... .............. - · . - '.. . . . 
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i 

YARD. 
: •ievr GOT SOME URGEHT BUSINESS ,HERE IN SOMMERVILLE BUT I 

. ~ET IT CLEARED UP TOt1lGHT OR TOMORROW N~GHT, • POWERS 

f TOLD NCFERRIN. HE NEVER REALLY EXPL~INED HIS PURPOSE FOR 
• ' 

VISITING MCFERRIN. HE SAID ONLY; •1 JUST WANTED TO SEE YOU. 

\'QU HAVE CHAHGED SOME IN THE LAST EIGHT OR 10 YEARS. YOU ARE 

COT AS TALL AS I REMEMBERED YOU AND YOU ARE NOT AS SJ.IM AS YOU 
USED TO BE.• THEN HE ASKED MCFERRIN ABOUT A LlTTLE•USED 

C()UNTRY ROAD THAT RUNS IN BACK OF MCF'ERRlt1 •s HOUSE. •1 TOLD 

HlM WHAT HE WANTED TO KNOW BECAUSE l FIGURED HE WOULD GET IT ·· 
FROM HIS KIN FOLKS IF HE WOULDNT GET 1T FROl'I ME. (POWERS• 
RELATIVES LIVE IN SOMMEP1ILLE) i DIDN•t WANT HIM TO THINK 

t~AT I VAS SUSPICIOUS.• MCFERRIN SAID. 
i POWERS WAS WEARING NEAT SPORTS CLOTHES; HE WAS NOT DRESSED 

FO~ A HUNTING OR F'ISHirlG TRIP OR FOR A PICNIC AND, SAYS 
1: 

·MCFERRIN, THERE IS NO OtlE POWERS WOULD BE LIKELY TO WANT TO 
VI·~IT WHO LIVES ON THE DIRT ROAD BEHIND MCFERRIN•s HOUSE. 

: MRS. MCFERRIN WATCHED THE STRANGE MEETING FROM HER WINDOW. 
•om: THHlG THAT STRIKES f'iE AS STRANGE IS THAT HE (POWERS) SHOOK . . 
HANDS WITH JOHN. AIN'T NO WHITE MAN IN THIS COUNTY EVER PUT OUT 
HIS HAND TO A NEGRO,• SAID MRS. MCFER~IN. •As FAR AS I KNOV 

·'>m:j, HAD NO REASON TO BE VISITING JOHN OR TO BE ACTING LIKE THAT 

CAUSE HE AND JOHN HAVEN•t EVER BEEN FRIENDLY.• <THIS DOESN'T 

tlEAN THAT THEY HAVE BEEN ENEMIES• THEY JUST HAVEN•t BEEN 
FRIENDLY.> 

!~CFERRIN CALLED ME IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MEETING. HE VAS 
~ ZZLED, WORRIED AND SCARED. ·THE ONLY THING 1 COULD FIGURE OUT 

THAT PO'JERS WAHTED TO SEE ME, BECAUSE HE WANTED TO KNOW VHAT 
. LOOKED LIKE so HE COULD POINT ME our TO SOME TRIGGER MAN.· 

i PO~ERS !Si NATIVE OF SOMMERVtLLE AND HAS A RECORD OF 
CRAPES WITH THE LAW• HE HAS BEEN IfJ THE ,PENITENTIARY IN 

ENtJESSEE <A90UT 1935) AND HE LOST A BEER LICENSE BECAUSE OF 

Vi
lLEGAL WHISKEY POSSESS!Otl IN 1958 OR 1959. HE•s BEEN 

lVOL VED 1 N BOOTLEGGING AND IN OTHER SHADY DEALS AtlD IS 

ELIEVED TO HAVE MURDERED AT LEAST ONE MAN SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 

toV POWERS LIVES IN NEW ORLEANS AND OPERATES A GU•4F STATION 

A~'D. TRUCK STOP THERE AND IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT HE IS MEX~D UP 

. IN )'HE RACKETS. RUNS MOONSHINE AND DOPE INTO ~!Eftl?HIS AMOHG OTHF.R 

. ~ . 

v · ···,:-. 

. t 

\ 

\ 
'\ 

' \ 

\ 
) 

, .. ,, ·~ 
. '3i. 

') 

') 

? 

: -: ~ 
i : 

. r: . 

Q 

.) 
I 

i- \ -~ 
'I J 
i ! 
' ; . ' 

. 
' ·. - I ~ 

i i 
; I 

' j i wl 
' ! 

: l 
;) 

l ' 
, I 

. I ~; . 
I ' 

\: ll ;_ 
; ! 
i ; • . 
; i ) '. 

i : 
' ' ! I 
' ! ! ) ; 

i 
. ' 

I; 

; 

. I ,1 

. i 

! 
' . I 

i 
i 
' I 
' I 

~ 
I 

I ~ . ' 

\ 
I 1,· 

I ' I 
' ! 
j I 

. \. J 

. I 

: I 
: I 
! 
' . 



•• ••• '!'- ·-··--··, · -·- •• • ··- ·---~------·- ·; · ·---. -··--· .. --· · --- ............. _ ---·· 

' P-->· 
iNYKi9/\,IASH -·PARKER•• PAGE 8 

• I 

· ,T·HINGS • (WE ARE CHECK I NG POWERS OUT tHRU OUR HEW ORLEANS 

.~ \STRINGER DAVID SNYDER> • 

. J ; 1T SEEMS A VERY FAR FETCHED COINCIDENCE THAT A STRANGE MAR 
~ ~:>ORLEANS ~ OF ALL PLACES • SHOULD SHOW UP . ON 

T .. jMCFERRI N. s DOOR STEP THE MORNING AFTER THE NEWS STORY CAME OUT •• 

1 iMY BELIEF IS THAT THt MArl AT THE PRODUCE COMPANY APPARENTLY 

.; iPUt TWO AND TWO TOGETHER • THEY SAW MCFERRIN OVERHEAR THEIR 

.~ELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS. BUT AT THE TIME THEY THOUGHT THAT 

X .J'JCFERRI N WAS DEAF ~ND DIDN•T HEAR THEM TALK ABOUT A •BROTHER• 
~ I· 
i · \IN NEI;/ ORLEANS. THE COt1MERCIAL APPEAL STORY • AND THE FACT 

!HAT MCFERRIN DIDN•T BUY PRODUCE THERE LAST THURSDAY 
, APPARENTLY HAS CONIJl NCED SOMEONE THAT MCFERRIN tsN•t DEAF 

.: •nERALL. )· "} 
·J I MCFERRIN NOW IS A BADLY FRIGHTENED l'JAN, BUT HE REMAINS 

\ flRM IN HIS STORY AND HE BELIEVES THAT HE MUST TELL IT• • 1t•s 
f ., IDT RIGHT TO LET A MAD DOG GO LOOSE.• . 

·fl_: . \ . THERE'S YET ANOTHER INDICATION THAT MCFERRIN . SEEMS ON TO. 

J S0~1ETHI NG SOl.ID I 
.;·1 · i A PART TIME WORKER IN THE PRODUCE COMPANY ·1s A MAN WHO JS 

OR RAS BEEN A LAW OFFICER. MCFERRIN DOESN'T KPOW WHAT 
I 

'· DEPARTMENT THE MAN HAS WORKED t!ITH (WE ARE WORKING TO FIND THAT 

'! OUT• AS \JELL AS THE MAN •s NAME) BUT HE. HAS SEEN THE MAt1 DRIVING 

::1. ~~FICIAl. CARS, WITH RADIOS AHD WITH ANTENNAS AND HAS KtlOWN THE 

~ 
MAN TP MAKE LIQUOR ARRESTS FOR ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF LIQUOR.· 

. ~ ALSO KtlOWS THE MAN .. AND OTHER SOURCES VERIFY THIS • TO HAVE 
OPERATED A BOOTLEGGUJG BUSINESS ON THE SIDE. HE IS THE KIND OF 

. A1 MAN WHO WILL SHAKE DOWN COMPETING MOOtlSHINERS AND WILL LET 

).~1£~ Orf THE HOOK IF THEY AGREE TO CUT HIM.IN ON A PERCENTAGE 
1 · f tHEIR BUSHJESS. HE IS r~OT ABOVE TAKING BRIBE MOHEY EITHER, · 

j. .UR SOURCES SAY IN SHORT, HE IS A COP AtlD A CROOK, NOY.. 

l \ CESSARILY IN THAT ORDER. . . 

:1: \ THIS IS Cl»NJECTURE, BUT THIS IS THE Ki ND OF l'IAN WHO 

j\l::l::~:L;~; ~::!::::~::::~:::;~~:!~;:K~:T~:::;::;;: 
: ~O DO IT• i I • • 
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The Attorney General 

• 

April Z5, 1968 

·1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long Director, FBI · 'J 

.. " · 'l'I- , rr~/--;J/~ 
. ?.~ .AB,ASSINATION OF MARTIN·Ltrl'HER Kn«l, .m. 

1 - Mr. Martindale 
l - Mr. 1'cDonough 

I 

' 
. \ 
i I 

I 

; il 
~-105 · 

,. 
•r • ... 

I ,. 
.. •! 

i 

i . 

Reference Is made to my memorandum dated April 20, 
1968, setting forth pertinent details relative to information furnished 

. by Mr. John McFerren regarding bis suspicions that ctrcumstanc .. 
which occurred at the LL and L Produce Company 1n Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 4, 1968, might be related to the kUUng of : i 

• l4art1n Luther King., .Jr. 

As you were previously advised, the owners of the LL and L 
Produce Company dented having any connection with the k11Jtng and: 
Mr. Frank Camlllo ,Ltberto, one of the owners, advtsed that be 1-d 
relatives 1n New Orleans and discussed large sums of money wh~ I 
making produce purchases over the telephone. r: 

. I 
' I 

' ··· Other members of the Liberto family In New Orleans ! : 
have been interviewed and they have advised that they have no j 1 

knowledge.of the kUlfng beyond accounts appearing ln local news '' 
media. ·,. ' ·; ! 

. . 
·On the basis of the tnformatidn reported by Mr. McFerren 

and the Information developed through our Inquiries, it ts not felt fiirther. 
Inquiries along the$e lines are warranted. ·,:· i' j i 

P ?- · · · · -~ Returned herewith ts the copy of the ''Time" r~rt ! I 
',.f.,J r previously furnished. I 

: J · IMli.tQ II .. _4 ..J .v-< . i 
f,/ . . _Jliclo , •:;R ~-~}:s(( . /5 :, ·, _ /If~~ ' f, . COMM-FBrl v . .-~ • • _ 00 
'"°" 1 - The Deputy Attorney General 
Looch_. _ 

hr --,.-

shop 1 - Mr. atephen J. Pollak 
sp•r--
llahan - · - Assistant Attorney General 
nrod-' _ 

11 --·~---
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0
~ EJM:vea {9) ,~, ,r J"- . • / 

;~~-~~l"'\1.3 t"1"~s"~ , . .· , 
.Ml\~- ~: M.100MO TE:Lr.TYPI'.' UNl1 D 
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~ SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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NOTE: i I 
The Attorney General rs off ice furnished a ·copy of a "'tj.µie'~ 

report of information from John McFerren, Negro from Somervtµe, 
Tennessee. The Attorney General was previously furnished subs~tial 
information developed indicating there ls no basis for McFerren'~\ 
information. The "Time" report is being returned to the Attornei General 
with additional information developed in connection with McFerren's story. 
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Honorable Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General of the United States 
Washington, o.c. 
near Mr. ·c1ark: 

April 

; ! 

j : 

=--an· 
tr. GonraJ . 

Ir. Fd~t...i 
;\Ir. c; ,! I.: _; 
Mr. ltosc .. 7 1

1 
. lj( ·: ul Ii lffll , 

~fr/{}vel..._; i 
Mr. i rotter-, / 
Tc-I Room...: 
l\t i Holmn: 
;\liss Gandy., 

/ I 
} l ---- : 
/ __ l, ~ 1.V:,r,_,• 
' - ,~ -- ;l} ' : 
i ·,.;, ,· i 

; ~ /. ! ' I 
i ,' '-j l . / , i /.-.:,,0 

. · Because of the fact that Martin LUther King was a ·:, 
·· ;··-•j·-··· -;.._, ___ ,. · trouble maker as stated by former president, Harry Truman·,--~,c~. 

1 and his conduct has created the loss of millions in bu~ned 

! . 
J. 
!, . 

y :7 ; :7 
-i.;.,'. ...! . ~·-·, .. 

· .. •i 

[ -· 
I 
f. 

·:"'t-;·· 
; ~. : ~ . 
. _·'.,,_,:.j, ,/ ' .. 
•·: 1 . 

i' 

. I 
! 

j ... . 

. .; 
r 
F 

property in the cities and several deaths, I suggest t/bat 
instead of trying to arrest Gault, and prosecute him, th~t 
you start a trust fund and take up donatioP.S and build a:, 
monument of honor to Gault because he did the work yo~ :: 
failed to do in taking Martin LUther King out of circ~la+ 
tion a long time ago. · ' 

i 
Martin LUther King has had this coming to him for ·~ 

a long time. Because you did not give it to bim~ now 
Gault has given it to him. I auggest that the least you 
can do is to take up free-will offerings and build a · 
monument to Gault rather than trying to catch him and ' 
prosecute him. 

J. Edgar Hoover . 
Rtc-4_, 
~J09 
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_- .• UNITED STATES GOVERN~.El\'T 

·• :.1.tf emorandum 
TO 

. 1· 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
· : Director, FBI 

.. ...... .. 

i nbu ·: .. Sol Lindenbaum 
Executive Assistant to 

.:- the Attorney General 

,..i· >i 
~-1 
,.. . I · 

----i 
: I· 

J 
: I L i SUBJECT: Re: Telegram from Congressman Selden 

. . . r .. 
··-tt - .. ... i 

_, · - Attached is a tel~gram sent to the. Attorney General by : .. , '- f;ff: 
1 

!Congressman Selde~ with regard to the 1~auan_c~ of the warrant " ~ 
· , for the arrest of Eric Starvo Galt, later identified as James ~ . 
. . E l Ra i i t'- I, --~ :, ar y. : '. · . ·: . , _ \ . 

· 1 . . · , i ~ ... ;- · +I 
-~- ... . Also attached is a copy of my letter of acknowledgment, ... ---"- ·-· : _ _. ... ___ " ..... ·-~+ 

informing Mr. Selden of this referral. · 1 ~ .. I 

I . ' 

... :·k:_, 

I 

i ! ' i. + ! : ' ~~-· \· 
ii :\ ~ :, :; ~ \..;~ 
j : . I• \, ! . 

. ·! l l ·.J ~ i 
·i i ,· Al . ! 

. iL·! , , ~ ··.-1. ii : i 1, 
j 

\ 

... k. ..... ;· 
' ' ~· . . 
!! .. ) ... ; __ ·.·,.· r· ·'; a !~ · ~ · !tk 
\ : . : ! .. 

; r 
1:. 

II 
i-

i I 
I l 

Rre- 11 _}L/f:, ;rtf:I- ~!'~, 
. f_i}~· 1• APR 29 \961 i _;~~~-\: :: . . 

I 
I 
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...-- l ......... _ ~ . . , I - ., 
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· 1 I 
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WU~~53 (00)NSA285 .. 
: i' 

;."NS BMB363 PDB BIRMINGHAM ALA 19 354P CST 

.. ,.., , HO~ RAMSEY CLARK, ATTORNEY GENERAL 
i 

D~PARTMENT OF JUSTICE WASHDC 
. •• - '• J. ') e·• .. ~ ... ' ' . . '' . .., 'O~· .. . ~. - ; 

PL~SE ADVISE WHY ARRE~T .WARRANT'FOR ERIC STARVO GALT WAS ISSUED, 
i 

. • I 

IN BIRMINGHAM. FBI' S EVIDENCE RE1JEALED THUS FAR CLEARLY INDICAT~ 
' l : ! 'IHAT GALT SPENT ONLY A FEW J•TEEKS IN EIRMINGHAM Arm THAT HE 

.!·.~· ··f . 

11..SO SPENT TINE IN SEVERAL OTHER ~TATES. THE CRIME ~AS NOT · · 
I. 1 . f , 

! i 

CXlM~I"lTED ... IN .. ElRMINGHAM.- ! .HIS.a.IS A.. MOST .. UNUSUAL. PROCEDURE. TO . _ _u__ .. ·:~ .c. 
! . l ·: 

FOLlet~ ' 
; ) ~ i· ·' 
ARMISTEAD SELDEN MEMBER OF CONGRE~S . ! . 

: ___ .. 
. i \" 
. i-. ./ 

733P; EST APR 1~ 68 
. , 
r· 
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·-
April ZZ, 1968 

·- =' · Honorable Armhtead SeldeD 
-; Houae of Repre•entativea 

., :J Waablngton, D. C. 20515 

-~- <_=··.~ Dear Congreaaman Selden: 

1-.--:.t~>· 

<..-T ·~' ·:· The .Attorney Cioneral hae a1ked me to acknowledge your 

I r . • ! .~ . 
: ... : ~ . .- ·· \ 

' . ' . 

· ·' ;"!' ·-· 
· •. ~ ·; ! • 

.: ... tele1ram of .April 19 with respect to the federal warrant h•ued 
~:" --~ lor tho arreat of Eric Starvo Galt, later ldenWied as Jame• Earl .·· ···• ' - · · ~· ·-· 

-.··\ llay. · 

. . /'~-~ \I .. The choice of a Jurbdictlon ln which to apply !or the warrant 
· ·, ·. : waa made by tho inve1tlgatora. Your telegram h therefore bela.1 

~,, ; referred to the FBI for reply. However, I mlght add that since 
·'1·. the warrant ·wa1 baeed ou a complaint allegin1 a conspiracy that 

began in Dlrmingharri, lt was not inappropriate to •eek it in that 
. city. . . . 

.. ~· 

. '·.• 

... . . . . 

i· . ....... 

; . 
1' 

i\'_~ ·· , .. .. . .... , ... 
\.: ~~- . .h..._ . 

·, . ~() ~~Ot 
. t.t· ,. ' . 
. (rf ~~~· .. .. - · . 

. 1 ' -{ .w 
. i . 

.:·· .( .'. 
.. . .. 

. ,'..;'..~ . • ·~ -~ ·-.i:.' f . : ... : ;.j ; . ,.. .· 

Slnc:e rely, 

Sol Lindenbaum 
Executive .A1•htant to 
the Attorney General 

'I. <1 u 
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5/3/68 

I 
I 
I 
a 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 

Transit.it the folio-.·u,:;; in---------,,----,-----.,---------•, 1 
• ·:- ;. 

/])fr ..r. s,la.111::JIJ OI c.4,i<f 
t 

__ __._A,....l=RMA-...r----=-.-.IL ___ ,----,------__,..--.-~! ·: ~ ~--: .. -, 
"~~~> I 

V1o ___ A ... I .... R .. T..-tt ___ _ 

-------- - -- ------- - --- -- - - - -- - -- ---- - - -- -/J ___ .L_:_ ___ .__ -
1 • -r' .. -·· . ... __ , 
' . \ 

. 1'0: DIRECTOR. FBI (44-38861) · \"' ·.;: ' ··= .. ·"",· 

: --\ 
\ 

FROM: SAC 1 JACKSON (157-9586) 

(·c~i . ~ ~ . - . . . . - _...., , ....... ' ... 
. '..._____-

Re Bureau airtel to Jackson, 4/24/68, concern~g . 
''UNSUB, MISSISSIPPI LICENSE 120•134." · i- _ ·:· - . 

, I 

! 
' i 
: I 
: I 

! I 
' I 

i I 
; I 

: I 
: i ' 1- • 
i I 

i . ".,., 
··- - ·•·•.-,,..-.-. ..... ·- ,.,.' . ····- . .. . --· . . - .: -· . . - ·· ... , . - ·· . 

i ~i " ·i 

--· - - - 4'-- : 
.: 

I • ,; -

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an ;;-·-·.; ·:_ 
L~ disclosing reS\Jlts of investigation in this matter. '. :tt . .... -
should be noted there is no such license number as 120-l~. '. 
Mississippi. It was deter~ined that license number 12D-134 

· · · · is in all probability the license number tht the complaiqant 
observed. ·-· ... . .. ____ . _ _ _ _ ___ . . _ . __ ______ - . __ , ! ___ . · 

- --- -·-- -- · --·- · ··· - .. ------- ----------· - -·- . - ! 

Jackson indices negative re ~~LLIAM E. _ SI~s. ~ • . 

Investigation at BMV wa1 conducted by SA LAUR~R 
c. BUTEAU. . . . . I 

. , L . - ·-·-· .. 

Investigation at Clarke County, Mi1si11ippl, - -~-'."C'.,. ·· · 
- ,_.I" - .- ...,...._ -- . 

conducted by SA FRAh"I B. WATTS •. -. ~ ··· --- -- - ·. · - _: t:.:_.,._;... -
- . - ... . . 

. .... .. . --: . · 

- .-: ._: ··· ·-, lnvestigatio~ at Jackson, Miss.• conducted bf_\ __ _ ;·- ·· 
0 ::. - - - SA Ah'THONY E DAN~ ~ --·· -· --· - ·- · - · · · · ·· · ·· ··_- - - -····-·· ··- -r·~-,~ -- · 

r • • • • . . . • - •·. ··- . . . · - • · . . • . j :·· • •· • -
-.;- . -. r) e>\) . .. . ,, -- - . . . ·- . . .. ~--·-.,_., ___ h .. ' . 

:_ ·· 1<" CJ.pf ......... _:· - ...... c . : : : ~- 01'\ ..•.. · 
~~:~·--:·ft·.- . -- 'v't 1~. - it.f'-~~ f: ·..;·· ~----~-? ~/·1· _:_ jJ 7:L 
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.h . - aruon .... -- - -- ··--- - ---~ ---·--·-- .· .. -.. ;,.______ . - ---·------ ,_ ... 
~ .C JLP /vgj '. · .... .._ ' . .. ~ . . -- . . . · . · • · - -. - -. ··: · -. ; . : i· ·-_. . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 

Jackson. Mississippi 39205 
May 3. 1968 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; MISSISSIPPI 
LICENSE NUMBER 120-134. 

-·~MPLAINANT_ -

-By coumunication dated April 24. 1968, FBI 

' ) ! 

; i 
' ! . ' 
. I 

· ·! ' 

Headquarters. Washington. D. C. forwarded 
___ .·_._: '-·-"'--- the following letter from t::''-*fuf:t;!::J to 

Mississippi. Office. 

a copy of ; : 
the Jackson,. '. . ·-·- - --- . 
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UNKNOWN -SUBJECT; 
MISSISSIPPI LICENSE NUMBER 120-134 

I 
' I 

' ; i 
: ! -
; I 
' I . I ' . 

·~ • ?t, . ' . 
,
' 
I 
I 

On April 25, 1968, Miss Sherry Armstrong, Motor l,· . '• ~ 

' ;· 
! 

Vehicle Coa:ptroller's Office. Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that there is no such prefix as 120 for automobile regfstrations 
in the State of Mississippi, and further that there 11 :no · 
such tag number issued as 12-0134. \ : ., 

: i 

The 1968 Mississippi tag 12-134 is registered to 
Mrs • .J.N. McRee, Quitman, Mississippi (Clarke County) i'or · 

i 
! ., 

i I use on a 1954 Ford. 1 1 _ ... :: L. -· •. 
~ 1 : 

' .. . 
• '" •• t ·-~ ., • .• ¥' 

The 1968 Mississippi tag 12-1034 is registere\d . J , ___ _ 
I 

_' l ~-

- "'··-·~--- · to W ... W •. Buckley, Jr., Route 2, Enterprise, Mississippi\····......;,.,;;._ - .... ·-

- . t . 

(Clarke County) for use on a 1961 Ford. 

The 1968 Mississippi tag 120-134 is registered 
to William E. Sikes, Jr., Stonewall, Mississippi, (Clar\(e 
County) for use oo a 1965 Buick, Vehicle Id~ntificatio~! 
Number 464675Xl32855. · 

., 

A review of the Road and Bridge Privilege Tax \· 
. receipt for 1968 tag number 12D-134 disclosed it is · · 

· registered to William E. Sikes, Jr., Stonewall, Mississippi, 
: - -for us~ on a 1965 Buick Wildcat, white convertible, eight 
· cylinder, bearing Vehicle Identification Number 464675X~328S5. 

-. ' 

On April 29, 1968, Mrs. Beatrice Sikes, mother of 
William E. Sikes, Jr., operator of Stonewall Hotel, Stonewall, 
Mississippi, advised that her son, William E. Sikes, Jr., ia 
employed at the Emporium Department Store, Jackson, Miss:issippi, 
and .resides at 820 Eastview Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

On May 2, 1968, Mr. William E. Sikes, Jr., was 
located at the Emporium Department Store·, Jackson, Mississippi, 
where he is employed as a salesman. 

Mr. Sikes advised that on April 4, 1968, he worked 

3 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
MISSISSIP})l LICENSE NUMBER 120-134 . . :· : :~j\:\ ; 
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at the Emporium Department Store in downtown Jackson frpm , 
12:00 noon to 9:00 P.M., closing time. He stated he could 
not specifi cal ly recall whether or cot he went anywhere 
that particular eight after working but his usual procedure· 
is to go home to his Eastview Street address immediately 
after work. Mr. Sikes could not recall any unusual event 
on the eight of April 4, 1968, .but assumes be went straight 
home afte~ work. He advised that South Prentiss Street 
is less than a block away from his home on Eastview Street~ 
Be said be could not recall whether or not anyone followed 
him bollle this particular night • 
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. . ··- -··- ··- -·r·--... ~j.. - -· --·---·-·· · · - · ··--------··Mr. Sikes advised that be is leaving the Jackson, , ·. 'i .. 
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Mississippi, area around June 1, 1968, and is taking a new 
position as a salesman with the National Jewelry Company, 
Ruston, Louisiana, and that his new address will be 
1602 Ridge Street, Ruston, Louisiana. 

The following descriptive information was 
obtained through observation and interview: 

Bame 
Address 

Place of birth 
Date of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Bair 
Eyes 
Social Security Number 
Military Service 

. . 
William E. Sikes, Jr. 
820 Eastview Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Meridian, Mississippi 
December 22, 1924 
Five feet eight inch~s 
One hundred sixty po~nds 
Gray 
Blue 

Marine Serial Number 

United States Marines, 
Honor4ble Discharge sw«:t§s:,u• 

• -1 ....... _. ,,. 

Mr. Sikes is not identical to James Earl Ray ... ! .. ... . 
.·1 .• -... "; 
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but does bear a alight resemblance in height, weight, and 
age only. 

Mr. Sikes advised he bas no information other 
than what he has re~ in the newspapers concerning the 
assassination of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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' i ' This document contains oeither recotmnendatians · ;' 
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nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI . I 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are no~ • i -· 

--- -·· to be distributed outside your agency. -- - - ------ - ·- - --i ----"---:------~-- ---7"r 
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' ""l'O • F·ederE.l B'.ireau of 1nvestiga.t1on DATE: June lC.· 1i:~'.~~~~ -_ 
\ /§stepherl J. Po.ll..ak 
, v,r_ AsEistant Attoniey General 

)h. ~:.;!cl\ i.r.---

~;~-;-;c 
: now · Civil Rigr.ts Division 

' t:!e. F.'>Om
M w ll<,lmet-
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c.) . 
Je.mes E~rl Rb.y, Subject; 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim 
Conspiracy 
crvI.L RIGHTS 

)4.ua. Gandr--

~·}}J_~f}r 
, {J . ".. ff.I V:;,: ~ 

. ; 1.,/ · ' .J· 
In order to secure extradition of James EE..rl .-· 1 i 

Ray from Great Britain, affidavits must be presented :- - ~.: 
to the Britieh Court which establish pr~ba.bl.e ·~e.use . L ·': 
that Ray co!:."'..1 tt.ed the crime ror which ext re.di tion i.s 
s~ught (the r.lrder of Dr. Jl...artin wt.her King). ;- : · 

;:. i 

1 ~tt~~~, here~it~# dr~ft •ffidavi~s prepa~ed f~i 
executi~r. by the: .f0lloK.:.rJ.g .. seven individ~e.ls: ,, . 

. ' ' 
I'>-"':'·"-·--'· . -.-

/ ;-=: , . · j 

~ f(t~-~ --~·-·. 

Ralph Y.credit~ C~rpen~er 
Ch~rlcs Q~ii~&.ri Stc~he:us 
Ge:orge J. B~nebrake:. 
Donei.ld F. W~d 

Guy warren Ca..'11pe·. · r i - : L \\ 
Johr; Webster de:Sr1E:i.zoi · - ·-· 

. , 

.. . ~ ~ 

__ _., .. -
- -:-1 

.• , · .1· ' - - • 
~· , It ·"t ' ., 

! ·,. -~·, : ·; - · . . ·---

. Robe:rt .J.... Frazier . .. ~ --·-· · 

If . • ! I· 
1 

The affidavits were prepared from the reports 1n tr..1.~~ 
case subrd.tted by your B~reau. ! . . i ' • 

- We intend to have these affidE<vits execuied fo~} ( 1;> 
subm1ts1on as pa.rt of the case ror extra.~:~1~~.:.- ,.;: . .. . 

1

• '. , r; ,· (_ 
Before execution, -each of the affidavits will be, · · · · 

reviewed and approved by the Attorney General of She"'y~~"' 
County, Tennessee, Mr. Pnil M. Canale, Jr.~ 'Who li_- -++ ---..:. . .:. ;~ ... 
responsible for prosecution or the State •.s case. :_ ll-·_ : .. 
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·· ·-r.-Y-- · 1 wou1d appreciate receiving any comments or · · ·l..' • "'i¥ • i 1 !~tt~:;i~ you ffAY have with respect to the att_ached tt ~~x• 

' ..... ' ' ' ' - Ii 
--4 · John Rosenberg or this Division 1.s 1.n Memphis, le I 

~-· .. rZ' Termessee, and will be responsible there for securing Ti , 
-,:-f.;:;::.· . ex_ecution or the affidavits of persons present m that t+ . { 

. I 1 J,! -·~ - ;!"'- · City. Frank A11en of tMs Division, 1.s 1.n Birmingham, .;J -~:. )·· 
·-·•rp_;:.::·· Ale.ban.a, and will be responsible there for securing · 11 '.·TI ;

. · - execution of the_ affiQ.e.vits of persons present 1.n that ! J · ::;; 

. l · · City. Mr. Rosenoerg and 11.r. Al.len wil.l be l.n touch witll :~ . ..:_:{i :I .. ·your field .offices 1.n connection with this matter, · -·H-·+'-' 
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3. Htt< hlid fin~ 1dentit1ec! es J:.itn1t>1r II 1a 

f3I \: •. r.t.e,; F'lyer 41.2-A. The r,·h')t-:>grtph cm tp• ld't.• 
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rt:r frl.rtt tllr:t 1ee~t1t1<.:r:Ur;n. 
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AFFIDAVIT 

CITY OF BIRMIHOHAH 

, .L...le11:,.,·~"'~1.1 __ 
! 

: ' 
l I 
'I l; 
I · 

' :, 
,· 

; I I' 

I, Donald r. Wood, )eing duly awon1, depoae !it,nd :•ay: 

i. I realde at 405 Lance Lane, 1!1rmlngham, /tu.~~, 
and am employed by my father., l\obert E. Wood, Br., jft ~· 
etore, Aeroma.rine Supply Company, 5701 Airport H1~i'8,Y~:' i 

Birmingham, Alabama, a.ii a aaleame.n. i / · /i. 

I 
· 1 

2. On Fr1da.y, ll&rch 29, 1968, 1n the early1 ~1"t~rnoon 1· 
• • ': I j 

I_ observed Kr. U. L. Baker, .also a se.leaman at· the; t el"riarine I 
supply Co:::;:iany, completing the a ale of a rifle to ff ·t t!~- I · 
vidual unknown to me. The i,urcha.ser ha.d g1ven h1.s ; ~ ,-s /: 
Harvey Lowmeyer. He purchased a Re:r,lngton M:>:Sel 700, ·1: ' 

I 
ca.Uber .243 Winchester with a :Redfield scope mountled 1thereon~ 1· 

. ! ., ' L 
and ~O rounds ot .243 ammunition. · I '· · ''! I 

3. Either later that afternoon or early the t~llow

tng morning (Saturday) 1omeone identifying himself' ,a• '' '· · 
• : . :.p ' 

Lowmeyer called on the telephone and stated that hll had had 
' . ! .. 

a conversation with hie brother and had decided t~t be 

w1ahed to exchange the ritle be had purchased tor a Reming
ton Model 760, 30.06 caliber. I agreed to make th1~ exchange 

at additional C09t. 

4. · At 'Z,~~o~t•;~ / "§',oo a.m. oa •aturd&Ya l* ~ ll 30, 
I .. ,, ., _ .. 

1968, the same 1ru21v1dual r,turned to the atore v1th the 
" • j - . /_;~. ( ... 

gun he had previoualy pure.hued. 

ohanse the teo,e trom the c~l1ber 

I told him that .,w~d 
. ,,. '. ,. ,. .,. . ' "" ~,t, ... f~.f~~··· r; ~'i':": ·:·· 

.243 ritle to ~ .\. _:[ 
:, :;·.'· ; +·-·<·;~~~J.; 

.c. i .... ' 
' I 
. i 

i. 
'' ' 

I ' ~ 
I' 

'I 
• I 

i I 

; I 

: l 
i I 
I 
I

'. .. 
·, 

i ·+- --· ,•v•c-•- • '"" _, . -·., 

I. : .. I 

I 
I 



.~t . 

'J:t~tj.i(:· .. ~: 

tt·· 
·ft. 

:.... . : ·;.;~ ... . . ! ~. ·i ; 
' 

model 76~, but that H would take me unt·U approx 

3100 1n t.he -a.tt.arnoon. 

5. He .returned that a.tternoon and I gave 

Sxh1b1t f, f ~leo 
I' I, 

J;n,vo1ce 1a attached to th11 e.tt1dav1t a, 
,• .. 

· exchanged the box or • 24 3 caliber ammun1 Uon tor a i bo,K qt 

30.o6 ammunition. l cS1d not eharge h1m the adc11ti cbaf _i ; I i.: : . . : i•. 
amount as ant1c1pa ted beca.ua·e the base and ringa ~ed i::tor 

' ! I• I 

110UI1t1ng the acope on the aecond gun were leas ·~,na~v• and · . 
. I i, ' I 

Ila.de up the d1t't'erence. The purchaser l.et't the at~re ;:carr~·ing I 
t~e gun in a cardboard box utilized by ~he Bro~ ~fa.c-

1

, 

tur1ng Company. Thie box. wae given to him beeauael witi:1 the 1
1' .. 

I ' I . • I 

tl)e ri!mal 'rl~~:~ ' .·, !,•; . • 
':. ~\!~ . 

'I ' , I 

6. On April 10, 1968, I was v181teC, by two ; fge~ts of 'I I 

. -~ope mounted on .it. the r1.tle would not t'it 1,.n 

.Rem1.ngton box. 

the Federal Bureau of Inveet1gat1on and ·•hown phoifgraphs , ; . 
: I , L 1. 

ot aeven wh1 te males. Arter viewing tb.e sroup of : fhO,~- r ! 
graphs, Which were 1dent1t1ed to me only by number+ ~d I i 

! : I ! ! 
after careful cons1derat1on, I aei·ected the photograph i"im.ich 1 1 

• I ?·,i r j 
had ~een marked mo. 5 (attached to thie art1dav1t f• 
Exhibit II) a, the man to whom the r1tle was eold bn 

i 

' I 

*rch 29, 1968, and Who returned it to me on Xarch
1

30, .i968, 
I . 

1n exchange tor a Remington Model 760. At that tife I !adv1sed i 

the &gent, ot the Pederal Bureau or Inv.at1gat1on.~I fQllows: 

-~i: ~an•~ aq ~tl,y at ~b!:• -~illle but :~,::~J\1.nk thl.• it•\~• . 
• . • ' --+"'U.,. • •"· .•- -• •• ·;-· ! -"' -:7:'I!' - .,-, - • 

I believe .that 



·-... --. 7. Upon exa.rii.in1ng the photograph again today I 

rea!fir::i the statement I made on April lG, 1968;, to the 
! 

aa;ent1 o~ the Pederal Bureau of Investigation. / 

aworn to before me ~11 

_ day or June, 1968. 

. I 

DONALD F. WoOD i 
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CITY CY f)IRi{I.roP.>J{ 

.• TATE OF ALABAMA 

AFFIDAVIT 

) 

) 

.... : ~. ·;::.~:~:(:;~~·-·.::-.' ., ' 
.;.;:,:(l!J~~-.:.(·..;,, ~-. 

... '· .1~ -J•hn Webster De Sna.zo., being duly 

: I 

'' 

I : '-

i i ' "' 
111 I· I : . 
: r . 

"""',,,-,..:.,.;.._.--.-,-··-··--,~""tiep0se and says 

~~ort · · . 
' ' '~ ['.;. 

1. I rea1d• at 17 Montevello Lane, 

Brook, Al.&bama., and~ a regular and frequent 

.at the Ae?'OmlLrine Supply Company, 5701 

81.rm1ngha.m11 Alabama. 

, , ,,iik-1 ·, 
tun · 

;~~~r 
1~'/1'~11 

j,I, I r1 ., 

2. On Marcil 29, 1968, I went to the k~romar1ne 

Supply Company, arriving aomet1.me around 3:00 ,1m· I 

stayed there tor approximately one to one and ,-~~r 
boura. I'' 

. - 1' · .. 
~. A'bo\.lt 20 Jninl.ltea after I arrived, ~ 1n 

I' . 

a dark brown oue1ness . Ju.it came into the store· \ '\ He1: \ · 
' ii· ' 

. ~ · .. 

; ' I • 

I ' 

l.ooked at and handled several Cl1frerent weapons \ ~d) .. :: 

\finally decided to buy a Remington Model 700 11 cr~1b~r : .243 1 
I I '.;, \ ' 

Winchester. He al.so warited a Redfield variaole \fco~,, \ 

4. .I recall aa.y1ng to .th1a .-n., *'You tt~.)f I I · ! 
·trea.lly got quite a gun there. You'l.l have to lttm:pow ., , 

· ·.~ uae it." I -de thia atatement becauae the #n > : . j:. 
I. . 

· .4J.d not appear to be a hunter and looked out of l~lac~ ; . ',·.. 11, 
' ' 11 I• i 

ln the store. He replied that he was going dee~4iw4t1ng ' j 
. · t; !:: I I . 1n Wiscom,in with h1a ~rot~r or brot~~-1n-law ~~ [~ · I 

.~,;;;·?,.)~lt.ed b.1.m. '.· .... ~ ~1; • . :~i··;;tt~··. · · ,. ... .. ·"· . . ··.: ... ··rt.l~?.'.·.i.~J:. •· ;;·,, \; .· 
" • . . .. i::, ' .... .: -· : "}. · 

... , ...... ::: ... . .;.;;f.fitf: ·th"';:on April 16, 1968, I was .visited by :t\\"~:.".':··~ . T --
. .......... r,-,----~-· . . , ... J,. ,. . \ . 

··m.t.·_' __ :.~;-f ·"·~,f.: .. -.:: .. ··•····· ::::.:f p:::::.al 0::::. o::::~·t;::1::1:trrd · [ 1 

:;;.:_- ot photoerapha 11 which were identified to me only
0 ~y '·.\L'_j'_ i~ J 

J;.1: :~.. nwnber • I aelected the photograph wn1ct). had been ; ~r~d i: j 
T~ .. ·L:.:i:_1;:-!".. ., ' ::: ., ' : I i, '! I J 

; 1,~/ ! X ~.n !: 

Jilt: . I '.. ' l j 
;·~if:;;;)< 1 ·r 1

1'. ·1 
. !.; 1. 

':;:~\( '.:. :· ~f· i jl:. ".,;I; 
._··1-· : : !: ...-:• • • • . "'I ., ;.c ·~, ~fff.i,· ;,,,_.. . ...... . : !. 1 

.. ~ 1 

:~~l;:;. 



i 

\ 
I 

I 
I · 

1;0, : ; (attached to tr,is cficisvit aE Exhibit I) 

as the photo.:;.re :-~·: o: the rr,a!·. ,:r,o could be identical with 

tr,c o u, I Obse r ve cl o r·, Nare;h '2 ) , l S,.~C.. , et the Aero

l'llll.rinc Sup;:,ly Compa,,y in Birmingham a.nd l<iho purchaaed 

the Remington ca.110er .243 Winchester :rifle and Redfield 

ve.ria.ble ecope. I then told the agents: "I oe:,.1eve 

this is a photograph of this man, but I could~~ mer~ 
positiy1:; 11' I sa;; tl;is purchaser 1n person ." 

6. I have: reexamine d this prl0tograr1r, a.nd re-

e~·fir,:, to :!ay n::,· 1cier-; t1ficat1or1 o f it. 

J6 .. , t,°t:.,3'_ ,_,,- L_ C:·iAZO 

___ day oi June, l 96i.:, . 

• I 
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/. F l I L' A V 1 T ---------
CITY OF ME1'~Pl!.1S 

ST.t.'fl: CF Ti:h"KE:SSCC 

) 

) ••= 
) 

I, GUY \,i/.;,.,_;:,. CAN I Pi:' Jr., being duly aworn 

depoae and s.iy t 

l. 1 reGide at 1078 hrower Road, Memphis, 

Tanne.aaee, and•~ th.e owner of the Canipe. Amuaement 

Company, 424 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

My atore ia located ima>edi..ate.ly adjacent to the rooming 

house at 422 1/2 South Mi.in Street in Memphis. 

2. My &tore was closed and unattended IIK>&t of the 

day on April 4, 1968, and 1 returned to i~ shortly after 

5:00 p.i... 

3. soa.~ti.me around 6:00 p.m., 1 heard a thud in the 

vicinity of the front d.oor of a:y atore.. \..'nen 1 looke.d 

up I 1;a,, a l,uridle lyin~ in front of th.e door to the store. 

Almost aimult;,ineously, 1 11aw a wr,ite mar1 W<ilking on the 

aidewalk in front of th.e store. 

4. I then walked onto the sidewalk to aee what 

'" had happened to th.e man who hac:1 dropped thia bundle~ 
\ 

At that time a small white car, in which there waa only 

the driver aa occupant, _pulled away frow th.e curb just 

aouth of my store.. 

5. tamediately thar&after, I &aw a deput¥ ahari!f 

and other officer• va1k:l.n~ aout:h 01:1 tile aidewa_f~ --~!'=. . .. 
'.-,, et ore. · 1 called thef.r attention to the buncile lyi~g; · 
in front of my store. 

6. The bundle or pack.age appeared to inc;i.ude a 

large paste.boa.rd box, the top of which waa aja~ ;and 

from which th.e portion of a gun barrel was ext~rided.. 

SOIIle type of gre.e.n cloth WAS ever the top of t~ bundle. 
I : 
I I 
: I 
; 1 

! i 
I I 
1 l 

j I 

: l 
• I 

. \ 

I 

i I 
i 

.. ~ 



--· 

' : '.j· .:·-
\ ·;;;;,,-+~ ·1..'. 

al,o •orne type of a;.;itcase or brie:..:. c u i, c:: unde.rnee.th 

the clott •• 

'1. T t·,e bur.ll.c wa c taken ir.t c c u etody by officera 

of th.e Memphis Police Department. 

fvorn to before me 
t:.io dzy of 
June, L·:.i :..L. 

My Cocu::iasion expires: 

· I 
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i I 
DIET?,ICT OF co:-!Jl•'.:~. ll- ) es: 

. \ 
I' 

I I 
I 

'' 
ROBERT A. Fi'il-. Z: IEF:, beir,.::: a·.11.y sworn, dePjd\••• a.nd 

seys: \ 
1

\ • 

I 

1. I SJ:r. 4) years old e.nd I reside e.t 27°( Gaither 

Street, Hillcrest Heights, Maryland. i 
I 2. I obtained a Bachelor of 8c1ence Degrre from 

the University of Ioa.~o 1n 19 I have been a Special 
I 

Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation since ~ecem-

ber 19I;.2. I am Chief of the Fi reanne lJn1 t of tl), Pl;l.Ys1cs 
I 

I 
'I 
: I 

: I 
and Chemistry Sec ti on ot.' the P'ede·ra1 Bureau of ·2nvest1ge.t1on : • 

l.aboratori·es in Wa.ehingt.on, D. C. I have been assigned to 

the Firearms Unit con.,inuously since June 9, 1~4),. I 
I 

received the specialized tr&ir.inc program 1n !irea~s 

1dent1f1cs.t1on of approximately c,ne: year; duratiop f'rom 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation when I was 1ntt1ally 

a.sa1gned to the Firearms Unit. S1nce being assigned to 

th16 unit I have ma.ae · thousands of compa.risons of bullets 

anO cartridge cases with t1rearms for the purpose o! 

determining whether a particular firearm tired a certain 

bullet o~ cartridge case. I have testified on numerou• 

I I 
. I 

; i 
: i 
'I 
. ! 

occaaion1 in federal and state court,. ~ well as :in ,mll1tary 
'f. . ' . ; 

, ·""~.,::,:~:I.'J,~--~'~,_,.,,. ~~~r_:~~~~t;~
7

-~~~-~ ~1r!~. 1dent1~1~~~1on expe,:t;;:1!t~:!~~-t ~ \; "' 
- .. ,, .,., ·'· '· ' · '3. On Apr11 5. 1.968, at the Federal Bureau ot · · · 

Inveet1gat1on Laboratory, I received certain items ot 

..... "-"'- ...... ~-... , ~ .... 
~- -l .. · 

., .. . ·". ~ 
: i 

- -·' 



tne:: c,y e.irpl.a::-1e fr,.:;.:, ~e:nph1s, Terwessee. Tneee o'OJect.e 

h t.:: ·c,ee:: obta.ine :5 ir: connection wl t h the im·ect.1ga.t1on 

of Ute shooting ot Martin Luther King on 'the previow day. 

li. Am::mg the 1 t.eme of e vidence I received was a 

30.06 Springfield caliber Reminc;ton "Game.master" S11de

act!or, rifle J.L:'1el 7 (,') 1 Serial l~-..u:.ber l/6 11;7( , with Re1.fielc 

telesc~pic aight, Serial ~umber Al735C>, with clip. I also 

received from Special Agent Fitzpatrick a .30 caliber metal

jacl:etej "e:ift-p:-int" sp0rting type Rem1nc:ton-Peters bullet, 

a :;0. oC Springfielcl ite1tlngton-f'e.,f:rE cartridt:Sf: case, and 

Peters cartridge box, bearing manufa.cturers index number 

30:-:,~: containing f1 ve 30. 06 Springfield Rem.1.ngton-Pete-~ 

cartric,:- r: :. ar,c f :;;_i_ r :.· . . v: Sµ rir,,:~::.e ::.d U. £. m.!.lit.ary ' 

cartr1d ;;er:; cont&.inir~~ full meta.l- j e.ckete6 bullets •• 

beca;_i_!!e of 61stort1on ci'..ie to m;.itilation and 

insufficient marl':.e of value, it was not pose1ble to establish 

that th~ eub:!l1tted bullet wae fire:: from the submitte~ 

rifle. H,:,wever, I determined that the ,30-caliber metal

,ja.c ,~e t.e::J r1f le bullet had been fired from a oa.rrel rifled wi tr, 

eh: lantjs and grooves, right twist, and that the submitted 

rifle produces general r1fl1ng impressions on fired bullets 

h~vin.3 the physical characteristics of those on the aub

m1tted bullet. I also determined that the submitted bullet 

was a 150-gra.in aoft point bullet identical to the bullets 
' . 

-.,;;:,.\~~e five cartridgea contained in the aubmitte~ jPeter.a 
j i 

cnrtridg e box. 



I 
I 
i 

Cll.Be w1.1F. 1dentjf1ed by me as bearin.r, ar. extra.ct.or marl. rriu.:'.e: 

b:,' the ex7,n.c t, ,:; r cf the aub:r . .: t t.e:: rifi.e. Base.:: on ph~'E ics.:. 

characteristics, I detennined that the submitted bullet 

- -.nd the submitted cartridge case could orlgine.lly have 

been portions of the aaz11e cartrid~e • which would have been 

similar to the cartridges in the Peters cartridge box. 

7. On April 6, 1968, I received a window sill from 

Special Agent Pitzpatrick. This sill was ident1fie~ to me ." 
as ha·.rin,::: been re.:iove~ from the bathroom or the room ltouse 

at 422 l/2 Main Street 1n Memphis, Tennessee. I examined 

the aarfe.ce of tW.s window sill and found e rec,ent 1ncler.ta

t1on which bore m1croacop1c 1mpress1ons. Even though there 

were n'.:lt eu_ffici ent m1croacop1c l!::::::ressions in t..hc 1nde:1tc tl.9:-: 

for p ~s itive identification of t rie ob: ect w:-.ich made it, 

these impressions on the dent have chara.cteristica sicilar 

I• 

·to those produced by the pol1sh1n,s: marl:.s on the il!ide of the· ; 

barrel or the submitted rifle ner.r its mu~zle. 

Sworn to before me thia 

day of June, 1968. ---

F.:.Otti,.'1' A. FRAZIER 

'I • I 

I' ' ' 1 - ·!~:'· ; 
' I 
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lir.· Ba~sey Clark, 
tJ.r:dted·Stot~s Attorney Gen'!r.l 
11.S. Defartoer..t of Justic~ 

i . Constitution Avenue & T'!nth Street im., 
) ··r liashington, D.c., 20530 

' r • 

i · Jlonorable Sirs 

,. , 

. •· 
• 

i" .• ..,. ·~ 

I . • 

[ Jbout 9:30 ~~. on the nizbt or tl-e assassination of Dr. ?!art!:, L'1tb~r, 3r., l 
,rh1te convE"rtcble 1967 ":1lde'lt11 -:7itb a Chrke Co~"lty !:i!:sh~~-P;>i t.i-g ' nL':::!ber 

. 120-134. This car possl":l ne o:i S01.rth r·~ntiss {in .re~k~or;, :-:is:;issi:ppi). 
- --··:--·tie ~ere bot.h tr!velin~ Soutt.J th!! car turnec ~est. on C~nt:-al St.:-eet, end so 

.. clid I. The n!!xt turn r.!ls South on Eastvle':'1 S!.reet., =rt.er our turn on :F.est·-
; . new Straat, this uildeat. abr~t.17 sto}pad end r ·!!,:-kad.· 

J.a soon as I f2sse1, tbis cnr t~·ned CO:'Jliletely lll'o.icd i:nd h.-:-:.ed 
. . oppos!t9 dlretction. -.. ·• 

in the ; 

•'" :. ' ' . -~\ 
. '1'h:i.J csr rrtn:, no~ be !n en:, -=z;, conneet~d -:1:t,~ ti-e c,..:ce tbst tco~ i:leee bl 
· · lfempr.is ~ to 3 tours t'!arller, but it -::es on ?'1 r.ir.c! e::c! it botb"3red ' *7 ' 
·• COLSCiecc~. . i 

. . • . . ' i 
... ·If )'OU think it rlll help in solv!.n3 tha CclS3 of' t~e mcau~ht killar :P.l~l!r&~ 
· · cl:eck it oat. , 

• ' •• : 1'. :· . .. .. . . : ' 
' . . .... . 

,VRC/lll . . . 

SJncerely, I ·. 

I .. 
V. -P.. Collier 

i 
: i 
; I 
i I 

PSs Ronoreble Sir~ Since s•nd!n~ you t.1-'.e oriii~.:Jl or tb'! eb~-::= l~t~~:-, I :tu~ve 
:), .' ''::-:: aeen ane e."'!e':lin~d t!-:9 sket.cb ( in tr.,1 ~e,:,;s µaF~r) o!" t~e Si!3fec~·id ldll!!r. 

So l4!t me flees~ edd tl-i:::i Tr:a cri\"~r o!" ·t;~e ";lhit~ \!o:l·:.,~-ble ,a;1:crit. -::s::s 
:_ ·• -. llhit.t- male fully l!!a·~ured • . In his ~,-Jc::: tu:-n o! :::= h!~d to get 1.11 look at 
. .. · . · Who li8S fo!.lo-:;,: .:!~ hiu1 he !'~o::~ lOC!3 t.r,e locg l:e!:: tr.at 7.:3 CDV;:?rini a 
- · "- ball spot on tl:~ ~ack f:!rt ~r his 1-~ad. s~ I ur.z".! 7cit1 tt- ;il!c:s!\ cr.,,c, out 
· · 'this above c~s.::-i:>~d a•Jt~o::iile. : ' 
- .... ! : 
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UNITED STATES GOVER!';MENT 

Merrlorandum 
TO 

FROM 

The Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

=r.-1\.qtephen J. Pollak 
:7'Ass1stant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

_ SUBJECT: James Earl Ray, Subject; 

~~i,.,· _ .. 
I_. .., . 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Victim; 
Conspiracy Against Rights 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

I) ,J.~/flx!, .. !{;f,! I~ 

' 
DEPARTME1''T OF JUSTICE 

DATE: SF=P 1? 1988 

SJP: eb 
D .. J. 144-72-662 

I 
i . 
I I 
! ~ .. : 

. .. i \ 
tv 

Attached is a copy of a memorandum of an inter
view which J.· Harold Flannery, ·Deputy S~ction Chief 

~f this Division's Central Section, had with William 
~Sartor of !Greenville, . Mississippi. Mr. Sartor was .,,., 

i ' 
. .. . - . . ·- ' I 

·I 

. :-,~· ., ~ .. 

identified to Mr. Flannery as a reporter who had .... , .··: -:.-. 
· been inquiring into the possible existence of a -

Pi .W T 

conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King., 
Jr. Mr. Sartor .described himself to Mr. Flannery 
as a contract writer for Time, Inc., who has covered 
racial matters in Memphis, Tennessee. 

As part of the full investigation of this ·matter 
requested by the Attorney General and confirmed in 
my-memorandum of April 4, 1968, Please follow out 
all leads indicated in the attached memorandum if 
you have not already done so. 

Attachment 

yt1 
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t-ir. I'o!lat: 

J. Harold Flannery 

JilJ:\~S Earl Ra:,, ~ubj~ct; 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Victi~. 
Conspiracy Against ni~hts 
CIVIL RIGl!TS 

I 

Z•:p~c'.:ibt?r 17, 1968 . 
JlW: suh 

I interviewed ~ill Sort.or in . connection •.d t 11 

the captioned natter for about four hour~.on ~usu~t ,,, 
1968. Jle h-1ct bc-en iclc~1tificcl to me in June h:., .>~$',.:: r:r,;.•i; 
as a reporter ,-:ho hilcl b~~n in~uiring iJ1~0 th'? r'O!>sil,lc . 
c;dr:tcnce- of i\ con.sph:-ucy to ilfi!:l,";,Slll,·.t,-:: nr.. iin~. r~t 
!'tr. Epps' -rec!uest I nct . s~1rtor t~1cn hr,<•fly, i\H,1 h(! save 
c.c. bi ti_ '1nl1 piccc·c of info:r,1a tion and ru,11ort: about t.h~ 
killing that he had acc·l~i~;ul,1tetl to th~l" point. lli:.. 
int-ercnt had· bcc:i arouF.cd, he said, hy tl1c fir~ co,-i
viction a:~ong rt.in!' :Jesro<:!s in :-~c:~:·:hi:; trout there ,-:~'! .'l 
con!;piracy pocsibly invcl ,d WJ ~on-:: 1;~!~-.i·,cr s of t!1 :-: ~!.~"'.'~~i 5::; 
Fol ice Dcpurtr.ient. t·!y c-:>nvcr :.a tion wi t!1 hj ·-:'I l n .J,1!'",c i!'. 
set out in part II, below. 

Sart~r liv~s at 12~2 Kirt Circl~ in Grc9n~!llc, 
. }!i3sissi;:.ipi (phcnc 335-3;:72), with hi:; l:ife c'l:.u on~ or 
two childr;.;!n. lie is a cor.trilct 1-1ri4:cr for 'l'i!'l~, Inc., 
nn<l he has cov~rc.::l Hc,nr,hiF., i).:trticul~rly rc'.'.c.i.,11 r~nttc-r~, 
since hcfore tl~e 5ani t.1.tion ~!o'.:"kcrr: !'iti: l:~c-. ll.:: ar-·r·c~.:irz; 
to l;c knmm i'.nd t::-u:::;tcd by tho::;e :•c!J!'Cj h•aJt?.rs it? :~.er,;,:•his 
with wt:>:.1 I h:.v~! t..1lkccl (r:p:-,s, T't'otte:r, ncv. ,lad:!;c,1, 
Rev. Pell, ct~.), an<l he says that h~ i5 clv~u to the 

· · (for mer) ;1.J.yor I1a9rux1 f.:iction c,! tl~c wl,i tc c:,:-::::1·Jni ty. 
I a t .tach a copy · o{ hi:; later;t pi,~c~ cm :~c·,phi~ ,-:hich 
appeared in tlic ,\U'JU5l 16, l?G8, izsuc nf 'fi::,~. 
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: . I c:in- not ~Vnlu~tP. · S~rtot"'s--r-c15.n-hilit-y•-Or ·-·--·-·-·----~---· 
th~t of his ~ourccc;. ,but he is a ''lo·-; !:cy" fella· .. · \l:10 

is not a~•i).:trc:.:ntl~• . irtation,11 or fan.:::1 (ul. l!~ S-1:i°!; h!? 
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appro.:ichf)d the allcg~tior.s of a con~rin1cy \\·ith s1'.cpti
cisr:t (wliich I tloi.lht), but that t.a is now lar<Jcly 1-1cr_cu; .. d~-1 
there Viln one. He declines (for the: rcor.1cnt ) to 'identify 
his source:;, with three uniMportant c:-:c~~tions, bciond 
saying that they inclu<le fcur or five petty racketc~rG 
in Mer1phis, Nc1.:1 Orlennc, ~ els~\·1herc ancJ. one t:ell 
placed protcgc of Carl~1arcellos in New Orleans. . 

He Cl'!::·.:?!; to us; he shy~, prl::i.irily to assist · 
in accert~Jning the truth, hut also ~ith.the~nectation 
or ho~~ that ue vill f~ed invcsti~~tivc rc~ult; b~ck to 
hin. If thilt is nc,t pcs~ible, he · would like to h;'." gi~h;n 
the ~tory first or, failing that, no l~ter th~n anyone 

_ el~e. no has becm sp~nJing rJo:.~t of hi~ titr!C en thi!: 
since tha ass.i~5i na tlon, but can not CJO r.,uch f ~rUicr 
bcc'.lu:;c so'r':c hi5 sourc.::s hav:c bcr;un to <'~~ for th~ kiri,] 
of ~oncy or.protcctirin ~hath~ is unable to provi~0. 

Ch~r li~cin, a pct ty rilcl: 1.:te:.:-r corincc ti:::d •,:5. th 
crganizc.-1 cr1i".'e, cor.t.:-.ct.<:::!n J.::uc:1 E.;rl Ray jn I-o~ /1nqcl-:,5 
aml told hJ;, tint there . were pcpple in Hew 01· l~:;:;nt. ...... :1f'!·.; 

-· h_e o_t~7ht to t~U: to. ~.'hetiwr 5 tc-i:l hup[.•cr,c.d u1 0:1 :°!ly 
or ~ought hi:-.; out knot;11ng that he needed rr,oncy ar.d w.is 
a:i escapcJ ·px i!::oner is not knc~.n, b'.l t R.:?y ,~n!:: tol,~ thc1t 
tr.~~ people he C'u1ht to tnlk to .-oulrl tic lp hi!n •-·i t!·t t:!onoy 
n~~ his !u1itivc st~tus. 

Ruy':; contncts in ~-:c"1 Orlt..:ans ,,ere w! t~ ~~.:1f i..:i
S9:.:~ trostra rer,rescntativcs "'~O refcrt"~u hh1 to rr~t:~< 

.......-'1,ch2r to (or-r:i1::crto) , a r-icrnphis racb.?te>et' ttn,! li~ut~n,1nt 
of C:::1~:i~arc~llo:.,;, the Sout~crr. N~(ia ch.inf tan in t:c,; 
Orleans. L~berto own~ or works at the Scott Str0~t 

I I Pr(>GllCC M,tr:~ct \;her.~ John~!rrcn,ror S:yn,:•::-v,: l ., r!lle<:"?~:d-. 
\ 

1
• lv o•p,:,...-l---.•ir ,1 "" r•-ion r.-..e:=-J· inn or. t?1,~ ·1·cl·-, ,• ()•o · • - ,, on C .. J J ""-~•"" ...... ~ . . ;a ..:,~· - c ... -, t ,, , • t..: ... . & ... • .... • : .•JI ,. -

about the <l;"J.y of the il3Snssin«tlon: .. S1!oOt hii-, on the 
. bal~ony, shoot him anywhere; <1nd g"> to !,e\o· Orlc.:1~!. for 

. 't b .... , h .. your non~y, ool! co;n~ a ... K .ere. 

. 1\cco rc1in1 to S.irtor' s infor:r,ants, the Cc'.3"1 :,ostra 
agr~ed to · "tJrotcr- or to- arrar.gc th~· as!5:i~cin.:\t ion, fer 

- an a~ount so:nC?wha t in e.xce:~c -of three hendrcu thou!';:.md 
. c!ollars ($300, OOil), ilfter they 'l.:cr4'.? cont;:,clc,d in tl:c 
Northc·c\~t (~1<:'H ,T·•rf:p.Y or Pennsylvania) , lq rcp~·c~t.~nt.:it ivc-~ 
of uForevcr \~itcMr an ~lite o~sanizntion of ~~31th 
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segrc~ationi~ts with officers er ~ubsroups in sev~n 
Southern states. The ~nfia's (which s~rtor u~c<l int~r
ch.:ing~ably \-ti th Coca Nos tr a· th!·oughout the interv i,y~) 
intc>rcst WilS less the money thnn the inve5tm.cnt-typc 
oppo~tunity presented, i.e., to get in a position to 
c~tract (or extort) govcrn~cr.tal or other fa~orn from 

. £0"!1e: ,,ell placc,1 Southern white pcrGons, includinc; the 
1aa: and \Ihite Citizcno Councils. Qultman, fti5Gis~ip1Ji, 
wa~ saitl by Sartor to be a possible base of •Forever 
Whitc'R" . oporations. 

Claud~oc;::r~ll, allegc<lly a tter.iph#is sc')re
gatic,niut, extortionist, narcotics pu5h·~r, and p2tty 
rackcte;c ... ·, m3y hllvc been n cont.c.?ct b~twcen the nafia 

-and . • .Forever H!li te." Ira nny cvc::nt, ht:? is thought to • 
have go:1e to Mia:l"i, l:'lori<1a, bet·;rncn A!··ril 14 .in<.! 24, 
1963, w~cri: tie nay have picked u~, .r.or.ey to be d.~l h·•:r'E?d 
to Ph.i.ladelpbia or i!e·N Jersey. Coc}~rcll nl!:'o ;.v,~· ~ave 
been in~t.nm.~:it,"\l ; n getting r:ny out of ?1cr--r-his ,'.'.~t0.i;-· 
the assaz~ination eith~r by truck (ac~orJin1 to s~rt0r'~ 
Neu Orl~ans inforn.:rnts) or i.n Cc-c;:r·cll 's rrivr?tc pl ~,:0, 
-which is -saiu to t:3~ a pri.v.it~ lctnJ~ng ~trir at f·\iJ.lir.1-
_ton and .which is pilot~fl by on~ Jo~.!fcr. I · 

. I . 

· -~c~rdin·J· to Sartor, Jo~c.Jr-i~ci (p!1.) ,rn<l 
',' L.irr~u~n {aka. L'ilrr.~nninCJ und I.,;i"(~;:), t•.-::o ~ro

!e!.zi.qn.il ldl.lcr~, ere nl~o ir,·."'olvc~!. J~L~ t::1c;1::'l;;C!. 
~l!cg~dly met Ja~eG Earl Ray at a Lion s~rvice Stntio~ 
in t-:c:.~phi::: · the d.iy of or tho 1.1iCJht bc-f ore the shooti~g. 
J,arry I-!ann h:.is been saying th~t he \t:0rts for rr.:.ink 
Lcherto nnd is rcs?onsiblc for •gettin:')n J:1t:i~5 l'nrl 
n~y. Acco~ding to one of Sartor's n~w Crlc~n~ in!or~
ants, Jar.le:. I:arl R"ly was seen c1t, or 3taycd ·:1t, · th~ 
Po11totoc Hotel in l·~C:~phis uppro:dnately . three dayr; 
before U:c shooti~g. 

• 

· The cri')'in.:il pl~n t:a!': tl:.:.t P...:"\y vct:1:.1 !}c a=-rc;.t-
ed i!!'l:::1cc1iatcly ~-f tcr thl"' sh~oting, tried, and ilC'.!Ui ttc-l. 
There ,-:as a ch.:m<JO, ho·.m,,cr, p:?:-h;:ip~ a!l l?.tt? ~!l an ho .. u: 
before the ~hC'oti~'J, cluo to a r.ii;-:-u~, tnvolvin<J th:! r.:c!H?}'. 
Ei thcr the ?·tnf ia l-:~nt~d !i.i at lartJc until the halu.nc~ 
of the pr ice wu~ pc'.\id or, more 1 ikcly, n3.y:: Sar tor, t:1c 
zr.oncy. was r;till in the !~orth .:incl th~ sh.:rrcs of those i.n 

-- . - ·-- _,_: _._-_________ _;;.,. _____________________ u_,,_... __ 

..,:,· .... _ .. .. ,,' ,, ~ 

\ 
' \ 
I 

\ 
; 
i 

-

\ 
\ 
' .. 
i 
:I 

\ ' ., ' 
C 
\! 
I; 

'. . -
- -



-~ =·1 '3!-" ... ,~~""'. • 
• \• ·1 
' > . 

,,,.,... ' 

--l-

Hcrnphi::; (I.chi:-r~o nnl! · 0th,:!:$) l:aJ not bocn pa! d ~ and 
it was they vho wanted fny at lar1c as n lcv~r on hi1her
up~ in the r~ckets. 

In any event, S~rtor 's infor::1,"lnts clai::'I that 
R~y' s c~C,)f'O fro:a ?~cr.~phi~ w.:,.s ~ngin~crcd with the con
ni\1,::.nce of sc\lf:r.::,.l ?·:c~ph!c police off iccrfi \:11.o knew of 
che plot. 1\f tcr the ~on;_?y problr.~t ";a5 rc~otvc-J, R~y 
deliucratelr permitted hiT:iself to be arrcst~cl in London 
\dt~ the uncl~rst.indini:r that he wJll be acyuittc1 in 
tfo;::~,his. Ho•.;evcr, another .:;tory hi!~ it t~1at he will be 
kill~d in a holocau:;t which ,1111 enuangcr n large n~rnbcr 
of li'.rcs. 

Two aspcct5 of th~ foregoing infor.:,ation per
suade t~nrtor of its c.ccur~cy. First, he ha5 rec!•iv~d 
ie~nt.ical frar,ments of inforr:'lation in<lct•cndcntly f.r0n 
different so~~ccG. Scco~dly, several of his sourc~~ 
in l-I•1~11Fhis and ll?\I Orl{!;:,n5 have told h.i:1 thnt a :Jc-r,tr: 
of Ru::-0au ,u1<l non-Dureau Jrn;ticc 11r,p,1rtncnt r0pr,:::;1.'.:n
t,~tivci:l, inch.dJng n m~n nn:-:ic,J (Fl:U) Voight, h,1v~ in
t2rviawcd thcr;1 z:iLcu t the· ilssa5sin.:ition. 

- · . ~ 
• ~ . I • 

Sartor tc.ok nc to ::iei:.!t: t·c1t Lyon~ t-:hc, ilccorc'i1n:1_ 
to· S<1rtor, is a petty g~~bl~r with nourc~~ of infcrr.:ntion 
~lost:- to Franl-= L~bc=to. In my r ·1·cscncc, I..yon:: r·~p:.:'l t~u 
to · SaJ:tor that, nccordin•; to "I:rnic" (Lyo!:s cl ill '10t ef-vr..? 
a la::;t na:.1e:), Rily r.ict Jo~ Cacv,,'cci at n Lion Scrvic~ 
Stclt ion on th:? night Lcf ore or the duy of t~e shootiI!']. 
Lyon.!j c:~prc::;s~d conc~rn for the safctv of hi~ wife nntl 
children; I did not cor.:!:::cnt or ack hi;.., any C"J'lC::.tio,,:~. 
He alr,o Buie: that t!W "tal)~a \-iaH that Ray WC'Uld b~ 
acqu.ittccl. 

Sartor cn.ys that his inform-lnts ,':'ill prol·<tbly 
be \;illing to talk to us, hut t.h,1t they will ns~: fer 
r.10n,,.~·, in1~ni t:/,. or protect icr. or all t.P.ri::c. 3cc.1:.rnc 
S.:irt0r "'~ntn UH to cont.:?.ct his princi?~l i:1(01.;•~.int~ 

· tla·ough hi~, he <lcclin,,.:d to i<lcntifv any contt.tcts c::ccr.:> t 
· ~en~, Rev. Carl-0:"l!';ir.g12r and He:r.phic. pclic~'.".\a n E._•_ L. • 

• ·· P.c<lditt, belo·.-:. · 
·'·'\ 
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. -An ~c.ldi tio:1ul, ~i t"Ta=:-cntly unrcl;1tcd, piece of 
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boy ,1llcgc4 d ly he,1rcl u ~hot and !i~·, a ma11 junp un frot., 
t~e bushe:s bchinc1 the roo1:1ing hounc (!;elm: the winc!o\l 
area fron ,.;hich the ::.hot is thought to h.ivc be:cn fired) 
~nd run off. According to Snrtor, the little boy has 
1'ecn identified and int~rvicwed hy nurco.u n9enta and 
tho ?,Ie:nµhis I'olicc Departn::mt. 

II 

· Durin9 our first convcr~iltion, on June 12, 19GB, · · -····---... 
Sartor gave me the following frag.:v~nts of allegation!'.. and 
inf orr:,a tion: 

1. Shortly aft~r the J:illing, il bc'\rtend~r 
overhc.rrd so.:,~ ?!er.~r>his policc=icn '!:,1y thGt thc-r<: h!!.d . 
b~C'n .n "sli?-µp,." and·tLc1t the .::~s<\~sinntion \•:ar: criq- ',\ 
ir.nll~t OC!l'"o.dulc>u to tal:c place a f tcr the M.irch for \ 
~~ich ~r. ~!~g h~d return~<l to ~o~rhis. :~1cn I ~~kcd 
Sartor aho1Jt thi3 in A.uiJu~t, he said tlv1t one o~ l·is 

. t~cw orlenns inforr:1.1nts had al~o r.c:fe:rrcc to a si.r:il~r 
chc.nc;e in.plans. 

· 2. 1\ ·. n),rrt.!ltr.r, i<lcr.ti f icd by Sartor in l\11g1lst 
nt. ·Re~. c~r0.:1sln9cr, 1617 E. ~loralan<l, :-:cruphis, wa::; 
advi~~J l>y a r.:rn:~ing officer in the ~k;:-,:.,!1i!; J>cli~c Cc
partncnt (capt~in or ahov~) not to go neQr Dr. Ki~g 
because so::H}th:lr1g \·:as <:;oin-:; to happen to hi.:1. 

3 • • l\ccording to former ;-1ayor In0r:1.."'.\ (Z?lthough 
'!!1'.l notes are not clc.:ir as to whct:ie:r 5artor got thi!i 
directly from hin), n civilian was ~~en lyinq in th~ 
back of a police car ir-rv.!di,=,tely after thn shoot lri,J, 
and near Hull,erri· or Huling he got out of th~ polic~ 
~ar, into another car, ~nd w~s drivrn away. Sartor 
had nothin1J furth~r on . this in J\·:.1gu!'.;t. 

4. John l•!crr.:rrc11, t!~c Ncl'JrO civil ri')ht~ 
activist f~orn ~o~crvillc, Tcnn~~~ac, ovcrh~~rd pn~t of 
a telephon~ convers.:ltion at t.he Scott.Strc~t FroJuca 
t-!arkct in which U:f! s~1c0.k<" .. .r allcgcc~ly r.1.1~,:: the cor,~-2nt:z 
noted ol>ovc. Shortly t.:hcrc~ftcr, i~cr~rrc~n wc1~ visited, 
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for no up;?arcnt reu:;on, l;y a r.ir:in na:-i~.1 Po\10.rs fror.1 
r;n; 0:::-lcans. s~rtor. hn<l nothing furtbc-r on this in 
August. 

S. An unidentified Nc:gto police..r:1:in was novcd 
from his nssi<Jn!n~nt at the Fire Station (.:fr~d Pclicc 
Tactical Unit Station) nt about 5:00 p.M. on th~ day 
of the ass~ssintltion. J\ccor<.lit1J to Sartor, the Din
patcher toltl tl"w policc~an t.o P.ov~ t\·:o or three tinez 
cl11rin<J the afternoon, but he did not do r-:o until e:{
plicitly adv i 5E~ to that effect by a 5upctior. In 
A11r;ust, ~artC'r i<lcntific<l the policc~an as E. c.. 
Redditt ~n<l said that Rndditt had brokeh off an int,:,r
view \i.'ith S.irtor after starting to dJ5cu:;:1 his rove 

·-fror:1 the station. 

6. 'l'\';o l!cgro .f irc·.~cn ·wcra rnovc~ from tk? 
station a c1a·~· or t\-;o :bnforc the shc1otin9. One of the~ 
ha::: reportC'dly told fr if:nds th.:it, two or three: l:uy!; 
before D.:. l,inry \.:a~ r;i:0t, a telcsco,,c or binoc~:J cirs 
\-Jere r.et up on a tripou in the fire 5tc1t~_r;n and foct,~cd 
on the Lorrziinc t;otcl h;dco1!y. In· J\tvJu~t, Sart-:-Jr. ~al0. 
-that onG f ir\?-:r.an left t!.la OC'pc.1rt~ncnt o~ w,:rn susFcnded 
shortly c'.lftcr tl:.c shooting, anc.l thilt he has h0c:1 un:iblc 
to· locate either of :the!";'!. Uc tld not hav~ th7~e!:. 

7. J!cr11r,his Chief of Dctectiv0s, \i. P. no~.5ton, 
culled the r~o::-rainc Mot!?l jn th~ e<!rly a.ftcrno-:>:-:. of 
ATJril 4 nnd sno;:c to a maid nai.1cd l)c-;lorcs (L~7v) • He 
i~·-~uirc·d about ~tationing dclective::. th~:::-c, .:md the 
Maid ~ai°d t~1.:it the m.:inascr i-1oulc1 ca.11 bac1:. lie diu not; 
nor did Hou!3ton. Sartor s.-iys thc1t fcrncr Mayor Ingram 
provir~c<.l this inf or!'lation. 

s~rtor wa5 unable during either interview t~ 
relate the foregoing allc~~tions to his connpirilcy theory, 
but he s~·.;a thut so:-.,e of it, ,:ind othc~ infc•r!-:-:=1ti0n po:::
scs:;etl by- for~cr Jt.Jyor In')r.,~:1 concurnirnj c.orru,)ticm i:l 
ttie Police D~p.:!.ctr.10.nt, sug!J~~t that a nur.1!·,er of officers 
r,.ay have l:no~,n of. or p.1~tl:::inat,:;d in the: conspirac:,-
bccausc th.?y were br ibc·d or f c.!r.."Ccl c,.~posun"!. 

. . I told Sarto:.- thnt I would re:port his infor~J'lt.ion 
to r:.y SU?cr ior s. 
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1 - Mr. Long 

TOa SI.Cs, Mcrn;.,h1A (CnclofJUres 2) 
Jacknon ('Enclosuros 2) 

FROtts Diro~tor, fiti"Ii (44-38851)-S-/ 9 7 1 

r~ ~,. ---·-·· ) -'-1/g 
Enclocod are t-wo copies of a rx~orarn.lum received frcn 

: t.ho Dcpartnont relative to .the nn~a~sinotion -of l~rt1n t~hcr 
King, Jr. Tho attached sets forth into.rvimt of rtr. Bili- ~:tor 
by Dcpartnent attornoy on June 12, 1950, encl J\uguot 22, Jt;.,O~ -
howeve~; the momoranaura was not furniahe~ to uo until Septcrabcr 
,J,_ 1960. 

Hcr.tph1a ahould calJ)letely evaluato tho contents of 
tho DJpurtmental rx,morandw, ana aul::nit cor.ucnt.s anu rcccu,cn<.10-
tion.3 to the nurcau incluuinQ wMt 1nvcot1~ut1vc o.nrcctn of the 
Dcpart...enta.l ~norandum cor:iplctcd and indiccG check of'· 5:lrtor .
This should be handl.ed ir.lmecliotely. -'-

. 
. Jackson rihould i.m\ediately .f'-:lrnish Durcau and l~~hia 
rosul ts of- lndiccs check c·oncern1nc;1 sartor ~ Two copies of the 

--PrrJartnental mor:iorari<lum furnished to Jackson in the event it 
co 
l.O 
0, 

er.es noccaaary for investigation to bo conducted in tho futuro. 

- D~sed upon ovt1_,ilehlo data, no infon:.ution rec0rdcd in 
reau files concerning 13111 Sortor. no interview of Sarto:- :::;houl·7 
conuuctcd Wltil Bureau auvinoo. 
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Department, in a memorandum furnished us the results of an 
interview by them with one Bill sartor wh~_s _ellegedly a contract 
writer for Time, Inc., and who resides in Qr.._~envU.le, Missi1sippi. 
The interv__icw~ took place on June 12, 1968';"-and August 22, 1968, 
in which ~artor claims a conspiracy exists in the assassin~tion 
of King and he gives names and locations including what appears 
to be Cesa Nosta figures, racketeers, and Memphis Police officers~ 

SJartor does not furnish the Department complete details and he bas 
not fully investigated this matter due to finances. 

The Department has not furnished us with this information 
before, although we have been in receipt of · some of the information 
contained herein which we ran out with negative findings as to a 
conspiracy involvement. The Department is requesting that we 
follow out all leads. · 

Sart9r, in his interview with the Department expected or 
h~d that they would feed investigative results back to him, and 
if this is not possible he wanted to be given the story first or 
no later than anyone else. No indication in the Department memo ~:·,. 
of any committrnents other than the persoo conducting the interview 
advised he would report this information to his superiors. 

It is possible that Memphis has run out s~e of the 
items in the Department memo,· which resulted in negative findings 
and the Bureau would not be aware of such. Negative findings are 
not necessarily reported to the Bureau- therefore, Memphis should 
make an evaluation and subnit their recomnendationa. 

Jackson is. being instructed to furnish Bureau . and 
Memphis the results of indices check concerning lartor.'. Jackson 
is also being furnished two copies of the Departmental memo in 
the event it becomes necessary to conduct investigation there at 
a future date. 
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O: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
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Enclosed to Bureau are four copies of LIBi regardin~ 
nformation furnished by one BILL 3ARTGR to Departmental Attorney 
• HAROLD FLANNERY regaruing a possible conspiracy in instant case. 
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In H~pl_y. f>lraar R~ftT lo 

Filtt ,,,,._ 

l '\ITEI> STATE~ DEl'.\HT:\IE'\T Ill-' Jt:STICE 

Rr.- • .a.;,. 

f, .. J::UEHAL IILHEAl' ot· ll\\E~Tll::\TIII:\ 

Uemphia, Tcnncosee 
Uovember S, 1968 

JA!-:E3 E,'\RL RAY, Aka.J 
Dr. ;~RTIN LUTII~R KI?lG, VICTH! 
Cl VlL RIGH1'.3 - CONSPIR/1CY 

.Mr. J. Herold Flannery of the United St.ates Department 
of Justice,· has prepared a memorandum dated S".!fjternbr~r 17, 1968, 
refl"."?cting intcrview:-1 on June 12, 1968, antl l\ug•1sl: 22, lS'6C, 
with hr. Eill Sartor of <:r~!"nvilloe, MiRP.i~sippi, :'l co ,,tr~::t 
writer for "l'i~" Pl~gazir.r:. 

Sartor stcte~ that "Charlie Str. in, a petty reck~tecr- ·- ··- ·· -
connected with organized crime, contacted Ja~cs Lcrl Ray in 
Los 1.ngeles and told him that there were p:orlc in F".?w Orlcar.s 
whom he ought to talk to." Sartor states he do':s not k:iow wheth~r 
Stein's initiel contact with Ray was accidental or on purpose, 
but .he states th;Jt "Ra~,. was told that the p<;opl-:- he ought t.o 
talk to would help hir.1 with money and his fugitiv~ status. 11 

Stein's account of his involverne~t in this matter as we~l a~ oth~r 
invcstig'ltion r~lativ'::! to Stein is set forth 1!'1 !"cports iurnir.n~d 
to the Department o:" Justice. 

• I 

-

.. ' 
• I 

-
- ··· Sartor tells us that Ray was· in touch in ?'7'::'W OrlC:rlr.s 

with "r~afia'' represcr:itatives who referred Ray to Fronk :..iocrlr:>, 
descri~d by Sartor as being a Memphis racketeer and a lieut1;.,,mt 
of Carlos .Uarccllos, the southcrn'L·:afia chieftnin in r..;c;·.• .Jrh;ans. 
Sort·or then related to Hr. Flannery that one John 1:c::ern '" rJf 
So;nerville, Tennessee, on or .about the <lay· of King's mtJLi _'i:-, 11~.Jr<l 
a man say on the· telephone "shoot him on the balcor:y, cl ;;:.,o~ 11ir. 
anywherer and go to He~-1 Orleans for your money, don• t cc::.:: l.E, ..::~ 
here." Infor,r.ation concerning this report€: ,J incioc:--.t h~n also 
bet:n furninhed to the l.>epartm~nt of Justic~:. 

Claude Cockrell, dc.:.~~rib2d by Sartor as a scgreu.::itiC1.:i~t, 
extortionist, narcotics pusher, and .r:,etty recketecr, ·.{as en 
unsuccessful candicfote for cl~cLion to th(' u. s. l'c.•1_! ·:,- r:• ,~., r>. 

' . 

J 
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, James Earl Ray. ~l:a. r 
Dr. ?·~art in Luther King, Jr., Victim 
CR - Conspirac·1 

Joe Cacameci and Larry Hann, identified by Sartor as 
professional killera, are unknown to this office. No ,information 
to c.late has cor..ne:ctccJ these individualG with the r,mrder of 
Dr. King. 

According to Sartor, a young Negro boy allegedly heard . 
a shot and saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming 
house and below the window area from which the fatnl shot is 
thought to have been fired. A thorough investigation was con
ducted in the neighborhC'od of this roo:-iling house? imr.,ediately after 
the murder ano during the days ir.unediately follo\1ing the murder 
and no information was developed to indicate that any unidentified 

__ person was seen beneath the window frow which Ray fired the ------ -- .. 
fatal shot. 

All of -the individuals, both flremen and policemen, 
who we-r:e stationed in the fire house near the Lorraine llotel 
have been interviern:::c1 regarding the events before and after the 
murder, and these results have also been furnislied to the 
Department of Justice. 

I 11e to th<? ti;>nse raciul situation t;;at existed in 
Hcmphis on April 4, 1968, and because of the p.:ominence o_f ·Dr. 
King, the Memphis Pol ice Department ha~ every Leasc•n to b~ in 
touch with persons at· the Lorraine Motel in connection with the 

-protection of Dr. King.- There were police officers in and around 
the Lorraine llotcl throu~:hout the period that Dr. King \o::1s re-
siding there. · 

Investigation is continuing relativ~ to individual 
mentioned in Sartor's information. 

Ihis docu.-nent contains neither rccom.-nendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI anc i.s 
loaned to your a9ency1 it and its contents are not to b? dis
tributed outside your agency. 
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C • . Eardl:, 
Dep. MC 
Civil Div. 

Jerris Leonard 

v. a. Vllaoa 
Asal.at. AG 
Criminal Di•. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Civil IU.ghta Diviaion 

D 
Piles Pertalnlng to .James Earl ~ • 

otC 1 5 

-
Mr.~ Mr. 1111 

Mr. ohr 
Mr. Bi.bop --
Mr. Brennm, C.D •. 
Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Casper __ 

Mr. Conrad-~i Mr. e / 

Mr. ff.# ~ 
Mr. el' 
Mr. Walter• -
Mr. 6oy11r1 
Tele. Room-
Mia1Holmea_ 
Ni11G111dy __ 

,iartin Luther lthy;:1 .Jr. = · ~ 

De~t of .Justice file number 95•100-473 ~ · 
contain• material• pertaining to t:he extradition of 
.Jama• Earl Ray from Creat Britain for the murder of • 
Martin Luther Ung, .Jr. aiid ~ -hi.a escape froaa t:be ·1 !' 
KiaMUri State Penitentiary. u an international V 
extradition proceeding the matter came within the 
jurisdiction of the Criminal Division. File number 
US-12-1403 contatna materials pertaining to a civl 
111uit against thla · 1>epart:mene under the Public 0 
Information Act 1n which the plaintiff •ought accea• ,..._ 
to certain documen~• :.filed in the Ray •xtr•ditf:.on , // .. ~ 
procNdinga, ·~.,,1::.,~~iped.to the Civil Divialoa. / a ~ 

The l)epartmentia ·investigation of the nag '~ ~ 
aaaaealnation vaa predicated on a possible conaplr~ ~ 

-, I ~\I\_ ·-violative of 18 u.s.c. 241, and accordingly the UJ _, 
subatantlve lnvutigatlon file (144-72-662) la 5; cu -J.l~cw, 
aaalgned to dlia l>ivialola. := ~ .:;w 

-=- C,) - ~ ---., . :z. 
i.~:: I am aware that, in connection with the elvil1o-1< cc-
~t brought under the l'reedom of Information Ace, ..1.1 ~ • 

certain portions of the extradition file have b~ C! 
made available to the private plaintiff and the:tP"aft~ 

. to lll!mbera of t:he public, including publisbers. ~In :o 
-~rder that the Department vll~ contlrwa to observ• ~ 

/ 
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aid.form pollc:, with respect to diu .. tter, I • going 
b> notify tho•• author•, 1)Ubllahera and othera vho have 
requested acceaa to tbe Ray file• through thi• »ivl.aloa, 
or who hne been referred to thia »ivla1on throuab the 
DI, that tbe711&7 BOW l.upect tbeH papera. 

ltonvcr. because there ta an outstanding CQmPlaiDt 
charging ILay with a civil rights violation, and because 
the matter la etlll under eonaideretlon in this l>iri.eloa, · 1 • 

I do not believett would be appropriate to diaclo•• ait7 
farther contanta of the Ra:, file• at thla ti.ma. 

Accordingly, I am aeeJdng your agreement to 
r .. trict acceaa to each of tbeae fil•• to officiah ef 
,oar Division who aay have reeponaibillties 1n connectioa 
vitb the matter and to off lciala of thia t>iviaion. Vlth 
your agreement, I would ask ~ - Jtecorda Adminiatratb 
Office to notify the reaponsibl:e attorney in thie 
Divlaion whenever one of tbase fil•• 1a charged out, 
ao that we will at.q adv~ad aa ·to the atatua of thla 
-ttar~ 
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: K. Willi~-n O' Connor 
Chief, Criminal ·section DATE: J~nuary 25, 1~7~ 

MG:pg 
FR.OM . ?-1onica Gallagher 

Attorney 
Criminal Section 

SUBJECT: Ass:::ss ination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

At your request .Mr. Queen and I met on January 13, 
1971 for some four hours wit~ Mr~ Ken s~ith, a self 
employed "researcher~' and SOI:leti.me investigator for 
the "Committee to Inve::;tigate Assassinations" which is 
headed by Attorney Bud Fensterwald. The following is 
a report of· the significant or possibly significant 
matters which Mr. Smith repo~ted to me. Mr. SrJ.ith 
~dvised that he can su?ply add=esses and further 
info~lnaticn in connection with so~~ the persons 
referred to if we so desire. Mr. Smith did not 
interrogate me or ¥.:r. Queen about our knowledge of 
the case, nor did either of us~volunteer any information 
whatever. Mr. Smith advised as follows: 

I. Personal Data 

I I retired in 1960 from my employment with the 

IU.S. Treasury after 22 years as an investigator with 
the Alcohol-Tobacco-Tax unit. During my government 
employment I worked mainly out of Chicago although I 
aiso had other assignments. During a portion of my 
government employment I worked for the Internal Security 
Division as a supervisor of criminal investigations, 
and I was a deputy chief of an investigative unit. 

After my retirement I opened a real estate office 
in Washington, D.C., and I still wo::k in real estate 
part tiine. Recently I have been spending· much of my 
ti.~e as a contract researcher for va=ious clients • . Fer 
example, · I did research for a legislative lobby seeking 

~ XEROX 
F£e 1 o 1sn 
'6, . 

n 
; ' ; .·:: .. ,·- ;·-·-· ... 

~-~;rP1-5r0</ 
ENCLOSUR!' · · .. 

. ·-. . .. - ···- ·--
::..t . - . ; ' ; . = - ·-- . . .. . -··.:.~ . :.;.·. 

R. .··· r ---·- -. .. --

'• 

'· ' 

• 



··. 

- 2 -

prohibition of the "soreing" of Tennessee Walking Horses; 
I am now engaged to do research on baby seals in the 
Alleutian Islc:nds. I accept these projects w:1en my 
services are not needad by my olc! friend Bud Fenster,,;rald, 
who has first call on my time. P.lso I work for !·~r. 
Fensterwald for $50 per day plus expenses, wheress ~y 
usual rate is $100 plus expenses. 

I met Fensterwald when I testified before S2n~~or 
Long's Co-:nmittee on Wiretapping, of which Fensterwald 
was Chief Counsel. Thereafter I worked as Chief Investi-

r
gator for the Committee for about three years, u.,til the 
whole staff resigned when Senator Kennedy assuced the 
chair. __.. 

-. 
In checking my references, you will find that a 

· bad report will be given by the Assistant Co'fili.lissioner 
for Internal Revenue. Othe~--w.ise, I believe rny superiors 
have thought reasonably highly of me and my work. 

II. The Rav - Raoul Linkup in Atlanta 

I have a source nicknamed F~itj ar, whose full 
identity I do not cere to disclose at this time. 
Fruitjar (hereinafter FJ) is a former small-time 
criminal. He is about my age; in poor health (in and 
out of, mostly in, a government hospital in the ·wa.s:1i-:1~to-q., 
D.C. metropolitan area); married to a much younger woman 
(possibly 30 or so), a former prostitute. FJ got his 
nickname because he sold .moonshine out .of a fruit jar 
during prohibition. I do not believe FJ is presently 
engaged in .s.ny criminal activities •. . 

~ 
• ·· FJ_ car.ie to Fensterwald in epproxi.mately February, 

1970, and volunteered that he had informstion concerning
ames Earl Ray's activities in Atlanta. I was asked to 

and did check out.FJ's background. He has in the past 
been a paid·informant for the A.T.U., and an a.gent who~ 
I knew while working for the government told me this man 
had sometimes furnished reliable information • 

... 
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When I wen~ ~o interview FJ I fou~d hi~ difficult 
to drDw out . I thought at first he wanted ttency - more 
than I was able to offer; but it turned out wha~ he 
really wanted was l'=gal representation in some c:i.vil 
suit he wanted to bring. I think it moy hove been 
cgainst the government. Fenster111ald sgreed to ~epreacmt 
him; but as far as I know the action has not yet been 
filed. 

· FJ said he kne,-:r a man in .b.tl,;.mte called rrstarv.:> 11 

'

whom he identifieq. from pictures as identical with 
J~mes Earl Ray. ~e said tnet 11:l Atl~nta I wo~ld find 
other individuals, frequenters of the 10th and Peachtree 
~rea or people who 11ha~g out" there, probably mair,ly s:..;al: 
ti."Ile criminals_, who would remember Starve and his 
association with Racul. FJ said Starvo, Raoul and two 
girls l-1ant away for several clc:ys ~ - a fishing cz.np 
together. The leads :.:urnished by FJ._ were checked out by 
c~ ~s follows. · · 

~ 

A. Ralph George Dicke=son or George Ralph Dicker~on, 
aka Rocky, aka Raoul, is an ex-prize fighter. He is_ ;hal:Z 
No1.""Wegian (paternal) ~md half Indian (maternal), has a 
swarthy complexion, · is a "tor;,eclo" or muscle_ man, and wc:;.s 
or may have been in a~111y intelligence at so~e time in th~ 
past. He is now an alcoholic and on the two occa·sions I 
saw snd s~oke to him he was pretty well gone on alcohol. 
Accordingly, I got no useful information from hie. I tlo · 
know he speaks Spanish and I have heard him called R~o.!i, 
although he is apparently more often called Rocky. R6o~: 
hangs around a bar called "Doc's Place" at 10 xx Peachtre;.e. 

! understmd from 'FJ that Starvo had let it be 
kno·wn in Atlanta that he was a 11s~fe man", i.e. that rae: 
specialized ~n safecracking. · FJ says he tried to int~res~ 
Starvo in a safe "job" involving $200,000 in cash, and 
th~t StQ=vo told Reoul he would d~ it. P.owever , this jc~ 
never .came off. 

I do not have a picture of Raoul but I do have a 
picture of a Mexican friend of Fensterwald's who looks 
quite a lot like Raoul. Sometimes I show people this 
picture of the Hexican in seeking an identification o= 
Raoul. 

;I I 
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B. Becky aka Be ::art aka Becky Jones (allegedly after a man named Jc· .;horn she lived with fm: a while) snd Martha aka 1-!art~:. · .ilmer. I believe . that th~se two girls went with Sta:·· and Raoul to a f:i.shing camp for several d~ys. Ne!.t of =hese: girls provided rr.e with ~ny directl y usef~~ ~~forI!lc!tion, but that did not surpris~ ~e greatly . 

lived at a rooming 
r1rs. ~ru Edwards at 1C7 6th St~eet, N.E. in Atl~nta. }~z. Edwarcs told me she rer.1e:n'!:>ered the girls' drivi1"1g e w!:1ite }Lustang, sometimes alone and sozetlmcs with two men who ~eet the descriptions of Stervo and Raoul. 

C. FJ had described to:me roughly the place where he thought Starvo and Raoul had gene with the girls. I followed his directions to a fishing camp about 10-12 . miles from Perry (phonetic), Florida, where Route ·l4, a gravel road, goes do'tro toward the gulf and dead-ends. Th~ camp is.called Nutall ~ise. The .operator of the camp , n&me u..~recalled, told me he vaguely remembered a white ccri red-headed girl, blond girl, Indian fellow and white fellc~: being around the area for several days. Ha did not thi:ik they stayed at his camp, but wosn't sure. 

As I was walking bc:ck · to my car on Route 14 I aaw what appeared to be a npa~h11 leading to a still, and I found and interviewed the moonshiner, name unknown. Re wns driving a 1951 or 52 faded blue Chevrolet qu~rter--ton pic:kup. He said he re~1cr.ilicred these to~r people cl-e~r!:;.· ~ as.they were doing e lot of sheeting, possibly t~~g~t shooting, in the are3 (whi.ch Iil.:lc'ie him nervous) end it w<1.:_ ',."\ after the Turkey season. He identified pictures of Ray and of the Mexican who resembles Raoul. He described tta girls · as one redhead and one short brunette, and thought they were driving a car with Georgia plates. 

D. A person who told me he remembered Raoul (Roc~~y) ~nd Starvo hanging around together, and going on a fis~i~z trip toget1'er, is Henry (I think that is hi:s first nemc but it could be his last nc:rae). He is a "wino" and ,m ~- ::---,::~ .. f~inerant_ hous<: ... Painter , _ ~nd __Eossibly a small time cri:r.5x.::'l, 
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III. The Overhe~d Co~versetion 

A. The Substance 

I 
Byron Watson is a boy now 17 years old. His 

father, a former Deputy She~iff, ·was killed in Deceober 1966. His mother, Lillian We.tscn, is an overbe.1.rinz 
individual and the ~oy's principal companion. The boy 
is eAtreiliely intcllige~t but in ny judsmcnt very 
strange or "weird".. He h.:is bee:.n preoccupied since 
childhood 't·1ith c:ntiques, relics, rare coins, _etc. , to 
the exclusion of usual youthful interests. I understand . he 'is reputed to be O'i"l.e of the most skilled coil. apprais~=s in the Uni~ed States. He impresses me as a modern but 
non-hippe type boy, mildly anti-establishment es today's youth tend to be; he reminds me of~t;he fellow on "Laugh Intl who carries the flower (Hsrry Gib.son). He does not smo!<c; uses no drugs (e:,:cept for his 
only wine with dinner. 

In the spring of 1968 Byron (then 14) was e:nployed part-time after school and on Saturdays at an establish
oent in Atlanta called ·Magella.n,·3340 Peachtree Roa4 
apparentl~ a semi-museum and semi-sales outlet for antiques, rare coins, gems, relics, etc. I believe that Magellan . _ .or its associates may also have been involved with 
smuggling, as appears below. Byron was being paid $5.00 per hour plus the opportunity to buy coins at wholesale 
prices. 

On a Thursday in March 1968, which I believe to 
have fixed as March 2S, 1968, (Byron renembers he~ring the noon news about the garbage workers strike), Byron 
.reported for work a.t about 12:30 p.m. There was no school that day. In the building occupied by Magellan there is a room just to the right of the r..a.in entrance t-;hich ·Was used as the office; it was a "den" when che buildi'i1.g uas· 

l l 
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formerly occ~pied as e residence • . Byron went into the office l7r.ere he observed a meeting iti. progress. Present · were Gene Purcell, La::-ry Meier, Bayne Culley, and five or si.=: other tr.er~ unk:icy,--n to him, of which he thinks perheps one and po~sibly two we=e Negroes, although bec~use of the physical layout ~nd lig~ting he is not et all sure. Gene. Percell handed him $2.00 end said "Go get yourself some lunch. 11 Byron told Gene he ~"lad just had lunch. Gene said then 11go get me a pack of cigerettes, and ge~ yourself a coke, ~nd take your time about it." Byron left with the $2.00. Outside ·1n ·the rear he· saw parked a blm:k Cadillac, thought to have had New York license plates,~hich he essoci~t~d wich the ·unknmm pe:.:-sons inside at. th<: meeting. · 

BY=on retu.-ned in abo~t 10-15 minutes with Gen~'s cigarettes. He found that he had left the door 

!
slightly ajar and, as he stood in the entryway, he over-heard the following conversatioll:: • . . 

. 
. . . . 

r 
Gene said: 11I 1m going· to kill that nigger bastard King next Thursday in Tennesse just like· .I killed Kennedy." . · . . . 

. . 

[ 

Larry Meier said: ''You sure pulled .that one off good. They'll never know in a hundred years who did it. 11 
. · · . . 

[ 
Gene: 11I 've got a jailbird set up to take 

the rap on this one just like the othe~ one." 

. By-~on became frightened. He rattled the door .which had been ajar as though he wes.just comin3 in, ·entered and delivered the -cigarettes to Gene. The meeting seem~d ~o be breaking up or broke up sho~tly afte~ard,_· · 

"· 
·-··-···~·- .-.. ··------ -· . - .,. .. - -- --- ·-· --·--· ···-
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· I , When the meeting had broken up, Gene and Larry 
?>Ieier interviewed Byron about whether he had been 
eavesdropping. Their mer.ner was very threatening, and 
although Byron denied'having overheard ·anything, they. 
seemed to be suspicious. Byron thinks it is possible 
someone in the offic~ may heve seen him as he approached 
the house or just before he ca.~e in. At one point in 

fthe interview Gene tl1.=ew a bowie knife into the wall 
l~ear Byron and said .that it co~ld as easily heve gone 
through him, or words to that· effect. ·. · 

· Byron claimed he wasn't feeling well, called his 
. mother, · and went home with her. He told his mother about 
; the conversation that afternoon.· Both became frightened 

and decided that Byron should not ~t}~inue working at· 
Mcgellan. However, they decided t~y .~hould go back 

. on · Saturday to make an eJq>lanation rather than just 
having · him fail to return. 

~ 

On Saturday Mrs. W~tson took Byron to Magellan 
where she.explained to Gene Purcell that Byron could· 
not wo=k there any mo=e because it was int~rfering with 
'his school work. Wnile Mrs. Watson was talking to· 
Purcell· in .the· office, Byron -was taken by Larry Meier 
to Meier's•epartment on the second floor, where he was 
again interrogated about overhearing the conversation, 
which he continued to deny. During this interview Meier ·. 
threatened Byron, saying in effect ·that if he had over~ · 

· heard anything he had better for get it fast, or a bomb 
might explode in his mother's car or he could be shot 
by a high powered rifle from a long . way away. ·. 

On or about April 1, 1968, Purcell, ~~eier and 
Culley left Magellan and are believed to have left 
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~ i Atlanta. They did not return until. June .10 or 11, 1968. · ! 
During this interval Jean Sayre operated Magellan. · 

1 

i 

B. Other Accounts · 

The preceding ~nformation reflects what Byron 
and Mrs. Watson told ·me. I understand they have 
reported substantially identical information to ethers, 
as described below. What follows incorporates ~nfcrma
tion received f4om the Watsons, Mr. Fensterwald and 
Atlanta attorney Lynwood Y.iaddox •• . _ 

- ·· 
At ·some point 11:=s. Watson beet:me concerned 

about the fact that the informa~ion·she .. -and Byron ho.d 
conce=ning the overhe~rd conversa~ion had not been · 
communicated to the proper authbrities. She wrote 
& letter to the White House, possibly addressed to 
President Nixon, in which she said she had some informa
tion. Thereafter she and Byron were called on by _two 
Secret Service agents, one of whom was named ¥...anning. · 
According to the Watsons the Secret. Service agents 

· received-this information with open disbelief and 
hostility, one oftthem saying to Byron, among other 
things, "Don• t tell me what happened in Dallas; I was 
there." Mrs. Watson· and Byron were badly frighten_ed hr. this interview. 

Attorney Lynwood Maddox represented Mrs. Watson 
in connection with a civil suit she wanted to file 
or filed against Williams. ~~ett, an individual 
formerly associated · t1ith Magellan and who she claims 
defrauded her of some $50,000. Trusting YlZ'. Maddox, 
Mrs_. Watson reported to him.- both th~ substance of the · 
ovcrhe.nrd conversation (as substantiated· by Maddox to 
me) _and the,incident with the Secret· Service • 
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¥a-. Kaddox arranged' for Mrs. Watson and Byron 
to have an appointment with Governor Y.i.addo:c of Gcor2ia . ~ . 
during which , in Attorney Maddox's presence, the stc,ry 
was repeated . According to Attorney Maddox, Va-s. Watson 
insisted to the Governor during this interview th&t t hey 
were entitled to some reward as . a result of furni£hing 
this information; the Governor was unreceptive; and 
the inte::-view was not succeesful. The Governor's positicn 
tt1as, in effect, that the matter. was a federal one and 
should be taken up ~th federal authorities • 

. . . .. 
After this interview Attorney fi~ddox ~ontactea 

Cor.gressman Weltner, who knew of the work of the 
Committee to Investig~te Assassinations and referred 
M.:!ddox to'}!r. Fensterwald. This is how we learned of 

I the Watsons I story, a."'ld this happened about the first 
week in August ;1970. , - ·· ---

Mr.· Fensterwald thereafter atts.."'lged for Byron 
to submit to a polygraph examin&tion • . This was done by · , 
an e>..1>ert named (FNU) Ba.oe,cter in New York. I have 
listened .to the tape recording of this examination and. 
I believe that the results sre utterly invalid~ It 
appears from the tape that within a few hours _prior to 
the exerirl.nation Byron had had some six shots of :1sopril 
(medication for his asthma), which would alone completely 
negative the possibility of reaching any conclusions . ~ 
from the polygraph~ Also in my judgment the e:~a.-niner 
used an · overbearing tone and manner 't'1hich would tend to 
int:L~idate the person questioned, thus affecti~g the· 
polygraph results. I understand that }fr. Baxter's 
eport indicates that the examination was "partly incon

clusive and partly negative," suggesting that Byron was 
lying in certain areas. I think this examination must 
be regarded as wholly inconclusive. While Byron may be 
lying £bout whether he deliberately eavesdropped (he 
~ays it was accidental and not deliberate, . whereas I 
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. . ', -.1 l . 

. .. ,· 

·1! .-44. i ., t.i .. 0. ( I .k , 42 a ; .. 
~ :·, ' 

"·:· /:/:1 .. ~/: /;: ;,/ ·-

I 

! ' 

•·' 'I 

' 

i -

. . . 

--



• 

··. 

·- 10 -

believe it was probably deliberate), .I honestly believe from my interviews and impressions that·he is telling the truth about what he heard or thought he heard. 
C. Persons Associated with Kegcllan 

r 
The following are people who have been associated with Magellan: . .- . . . · . . . . 

1. Williem S. Arnett, aka William S. A::nowich, _of Columbus, G~orgia. Arnett managed Magellan for a 

!·· · 4 . 

period of time on a 10% com:nission basis until December 1967, when he was ·"thrown out, ""pos_sibly because he is Jewish. (This version reported b)l~yron and co~finned . by Arnett). He is engaged in a.nt!.que--$iealing. ¥.rs. Watson thinks Arnett d~fraudad her of $50,000 in conuection with antique transactions. ·Mrs. Watson also claims to . have . evidence against Arnett of smuggling and income tax violations. (See the By.:on burglcry, bel~N). Arnett admitted to me that he has been errested for s~uggling . but told me that he beat the rap. Arnett told me · Magellan robbed hi.n and that he is now being "extorted'.' of $500 par month by Magellan interests. .A.rr.et:t was financially bacl<ed L.""l Magellan by William Moog, a real estate developer. Arnett told me that Adams, Sutherlan4 and Nelson were all admitted John Birchers. He also · said he thinks Purcell, Culley and Meier are violent .or .·: potentially violent individuals. 

.·, 

A.-nett told me that Sutherland told him that Purcell is now occupied as a part-time gun-runner in or near Oak Ridge, Tennessee. . 

2. FNU Clifford, financially backed by William Thibodeaux, Atlanta-Decatur real estate speculator and bank.·president He leased the premises at 3340 . . . '-· . 
• · .. 
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Pe~chtree and w~s licensed as Magellan, Blocade Runners, and Southeast Restoration Laboratories. 

3. Harold Eugene.Purcell, ·aka Gene Purcell, knowledgeable about guns and relics and in charge of that phase of the Magellan opera~ion, as well as apparently exercising the biggest share of control ave= the whole Magelle.~ ope~ation. Purcell he.s bragged of "beating the rap" in connection with . the burning of a Negro church in Tennessee in the late 1950's. Also he is proud of having·his pictureA.n Life Magazine in connection with the Clinton, Tenn. "school riots" during the same era. ·He allegedly told A'!:'nett he had been tried and acquitted three times for aggravated assault on "niggers". · 

4. Jean (~.xs. Joh~ Sayre (phonetic), who managed Ne.gellan for a' short time. She an<l he::- husband have disappeared from Atlanta and can't be found. Her husband . was president of a corporation called "Par-Take-Of-Atlanta" ·\. which may have been a non-existent corporation. They are originally from Virginia, she from an old-line Virginia family. After Magell~n closed, she also · operated the premises for a short time doing_business as "Tudor Fair". 
5 • Lawrence (Larry) Meier, who is now teac!"ling in a high school in Six Flags, Georgia. Meier is a notorious homosexual and has ·been involved -in a car theft ring. He specialized at Magellan in restoration and appraisal of antique pottery. 

6. Bayne Culley, a muscle man whose association with the others is unknown. 

7. John.Seymour, executive at LQckheed in Atlants, who was involved in an unknown way, and was apparently -the larges~ stock.holder (of a total of 22) .~n.Magellan. 
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8. Jex:ry Ads.ms, private det~ctive and possible wiretapper, sometimes operating as a TV-radio repairman. Formerly employed Jimmy Kemph, now deceased. Present en:.ployer of Buzz McQueen, a bill collector and "tail". 
9. Ben Sutherland 

10. FNU Nelson 

11. FNU Sutton 
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D. Perioheral Matters Related to Magellan 

At 3177 Peachtree Road N.E. there is a building 
which appears to have four establishments in it. They 
are: (a) Adams Associates, a private detective. agency 
operated by Jerry Adams; (b) Atl~ntic Clearing Exchange, 
allegedly a clearing house for trading stamps; (c) E.E: 
Inc.; and (d) Answering Northside, which apparently 
purpo:.-ts to be an &nswering service but does not seem to 
be wired to conduct this business. 
I have gone by there several tutes but n~ver found anyone 
there when I knocked on the doors. They are all listed as 
having the same telephone number, which is also the . 
telephone numbe~ which Magellan had when it was in 
operation.· 

\.Jhen I was in. Atlanta on August 11, 1970 ! called 
that nunioer (261-4184) and asked for '!G_ene". The person 
who answered, who may have beei-:i Jerry Adams' employee 
Buzz }fcQueen, said he had never heard of Gene. Then he 

called someone else to the phone who I think may have 
been Jerry Adams. I told this person that Gene Purcell 
had given me this number . and told me he could always be 
reached there. I told him. I we.nted to "do some business'~ 
with Gene like I had in the past: He told me Gene was on 
the West Coast but would be back in about three weeks snd 
would check in with him. ·1 said I would call again. 

E. Other Miscellaneous Information from Byron , 
·' . ~ . 

1. Byron has identified a picture -of the Mexican 
who resembles Raoul as being very like a person whom· he 
saw at least once at Magellan, "except for the pock marks." 

I noted that Raoul has noticeable pock marks on his face, 
whereas there are none discern.able in the Mexican's 
picture •. 

2. Byron has also identified a picture I showed 
him of Clay Shaw as a person whom he has seeri at least 
once at Magellan. 

1' 
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3.' Gene Purcell once told Byron he knew how to reactivate a deactivated machine gun. 
4. Byron has seen, in addition to antique firearms, 

some seven to ten modern rifles at Magellan • 
. . 5. Gene had a room in the Magellan basement where he wo::;:ked on guns. 

7. Purcell bought a new yel-lcw streamlined deluxe 
Ford pickup· truck in March, 1968, just .. before the meeting on 3/28. He also had a Firebird • 

. ~ -

8. Byron saw a 24 carat emerald which Purcell ma.y have smuggled into the United States when he went on a trip abroad with Clifford. 

F. The Byron Burglary 
• •• On December 23, ·1970, Byron Watson and two friends, 

Thad Barnes (19 years old) and Doug Hale (17 years old) drove from Atlanta to Columbus, Georgia. Byron• s intention allegedly was to threaten .Arnett with eJ..-posure of his smuggling and income tax evasion if he did not deliver certain antiques and art objects which Byron and • 
:his mother claim belong to Mrs. w~tson. Allegedly, Byron an~ companions went' to Arnett's mother's house, where they 
found no·one at home; then to Arnett's house, where they found no one at home; then to Arnett's "Museum Shop." There they allegedly arrive about l:~0 p.m., found no one, but ·found the back door open. They apparently entered and.removed some $26,500.00 worth (Arnett's estir.late) 

· of art objects which they loaded into Thad's car. It is · 
alleged -.that two little boys, aged 7-8, observed this and ·called Arnett's wife, Judy, who together with a neighbor called the police and went to the store with a gun. The police allegedly found Byron's pocket fille~ with Jade and other gems~ · . . 

:. . ctt. 4 .. I I S 
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The three boys.were allegedly charged with 
burglary; afforded a preliminary hearing on 12/24/70 
which received extensiv~ news coverage; and released 
on bail on 12/26 /70. · • 

Attorney Lynwood Maddox has allegedly had a 
falling-out with Mrs. Watson, no longer represents 
her in sny connection, and refused .to represent Byron 
in connection with t~is charge. Byron may be represented 
by Attorney Paul Killpatrick of ,Columbus, Georgia. 

--·-
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- tl'NITED, STAT~ GOVr""NMENT ')EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

.Memoranaum (,\y 
TO : Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

. erris Leonard 
· Assistant Attorney General 
tivil Rights Division 

cr: Assassination of Martin Luther <f?rig, 
. .£)JA ~1R I 

DATEfEB 1 
JL:KWO'C:MG:pg 
DJ 144-72-662 

.Jr. 

Reference· . is made to your memoranda dated 
December 22, 1970 and January 1, 1971, and to 
other commwiications in the captioned matter. 

I. The material enclosed with your 
memorandum of 12/22/70, which appears to be an, 
undated flyer or newsclipping, refers to an 
interview between Renfro T. Ha!§..- Memphis private 
detective, and a "'National Insider' reporter," 
possibly .Jim Brown, in which Mr·. Hays allegedly 
disclosed certain facts discovered by him in the 
course of his inquiries into the assassination of.-~ 
Martin Luther King, .Jr. 

Mr. Ri•·'ir,p ··
Mr.r:"f>TlnanCD_ 
l,Jr. r.ftllHlian_ 
)fr. C'111pnr __ 
Air. 1 . ,•n·.uf __ 
Mr r !! 
llf r. 
Mr. Jh,:,'t 
Mr-. T.,, .. J 

llr. Waltt•ra_ 
Mr. :- ··:11·•- 
Tele. Room__ 
Mias Holmea_ 
Miu Gandy __ 
• 

\ « 
~ s { 
~ cc 

Please interview Mr. Hays with respect to 1· ~ ? 
the statements quoted in th~ enclosed document· and ~ 
generally with respect to his knowledge of matter~ , ... _. \' 
related to the assassination of Martin Luther King,~C">- ~ 
.Jr. i.:, ij - ~ 

II. Your commrmication of January 1, 1971, ~ ~ .... -
contains information concerning a piece of mail ~" 
addressed to James Earl Ray by one - ~ 

·~- return address Surrey, Great ~ting : .,-fl · 
t at is or was "1/2 of the original '.Erle .., 1 ~ 

. Starvo Galt • "ST 1ji ~· 

.,/)11?!,?<._t-SIJ·<~ I/T<:1-f.·1(= 1'~·>5~3,- --~/-51i!J 
21~.Z.7/ Tc'=L(Pi<JL___ 8 FEB • 19;- f 

~; .. -· --<··~~~~' ,• ,'_,\.---"----I- .,.__ - ' -~-~'_;·_.!-~..J.~/~,, i/lf ~ 
1''" '.'< " ." -? "'°'11 

1 ~· :' ~ \ tl;.B ~~~ , ... ..,,r_: \' " 
~'"'._,). , .f' l T • \ ,-.,.0 .t::(_ ] Q 19'1 .. . • .. ~. . 
\ ·-.\·· ... ..,\t J J 
""" . (. b'-

•~'!' i.lJi, -~, ] .... iitirt •.. 'i.tijn!il, {ij,,j~-;~q:iii-ii ... 7'iiI.iiiii ~iiiiiii. ~Fiiil~i.it -~-,-~· • ~--~' ,~-~-~~--,~-•=-:£ ;;;:· ·::_:~.-:.:==.:=-~;~·: -~--,~---~~ 'j·:·:,~,~--·~:r·~'~ '5~:-~·.--~.-.'~:-~. ~-i·~-:-~--~---i-·i·-~~~~..,.....,.., 
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Please interview , allegedly 
of Charleston, South Caro with reference to any 
knowledge he may have of of Eric Starvo 
Galt, or of the circumstances surrounding the assassi• 
nation of Martin Luther King, Jr. The substance of 

. ,- - ~ communication may be discussed with 
),,,• , ... 

·· · · if necessary. In addition, please 
ma e iscrete inquiries of a ropriate British sources 
to determine whe.ther as a record or 
reputation of mental instabi ty, criminal activity, 
etc. 

III. Please find attached copies of a 
fioemorandum prepared by Miss Gallagher of this Division, 
jreflecting the report of an interview with Mr. Ken · . 
Smith, a "researcher" for the ''C9.IDDlittee to Investi-
gate Assassinations." Because~£ .the serious -
implications of the information supplied by Mr. Smith, 

I
I believe it will be nece~_sary to make appropriate 
investigation to determine the extent to which th!s 
information is factual and accurate. ~- - · 

However, because it appears that inquiries 
involving the Watsons or th~ persons involved with 
Magellan might if known jeopardize both the completion ,, 
of the investigation and even possibly the physical ·\ 
safety of Byron Watson, I believe it would be desireable \ 
to obtain certain background and peripheral information 
before any of the principals become aware that an 

~investigat ion is or may be in progress. Accordingly, 
~please conduct the following investigation: 

1. Please obtain full background information 
on Mr. Smith, including any information which would 
help to evaluate his reliability as a source. 

~~L~=.±{ ___ ~.~ . 
• _ · 1 . • -r-----
.. ~ ~ _ .. , )' - ' ' 
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2. Please provide name check and indices 
information for all persons identified by Mr. Smith, 
as reflected in the attached memorandum, including 
criminal records and, if accessible, index 
information reflecting investigation by other federal 
agencies such as the Internal Revenue Service, Customs 
Bureau, etc. 

3. To the extent it can be obtained from 
records or from any other source except interview of 
the principals or interview of persons likely to 
communicate the fact of the interview to the principals, 
please obtain full background on Byron Watson and 
Mrs. Lillian Watson. Please include school records 
of Byron and employment, financial, etc., records for 
Mrs. Watson. 

4. Please obtain from public sources all 
available information concerning the incorporation, 
licensure, business activities, financial status, etc. 
of the corporations or other business entities 
identified by Mr. Smith, including Magellan; the -
establishments at 3340 Peachtree Road, "Par-Take-Of- '\ 

·Atlanta,'' and the Arnett antique dealership in \ 
Columbus, Georgia. Please supply any information 
contained in the incorporation papers or elsewhere 
which reflects the identities of persons having 
ownership or managerial interests in these businesses, 
and the amount of their capitalization. 

5. Please ascertain the identities of the 
Secret Service personnel who interviewed Byron Watson 
and/or Mrs. Watson; obtain ~opies of any reports made 
by them in this connection; and int'erview the agents 
with r~spect to all details of their contact with the 
Watsons. If available in their files, please obtain 
a copy of the Wat~on letter to the President. 

'• 
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6. Please ascertain from appropriate Georgia 
Executive Branch personnel whether records would 
reflect that the Watsons made some presentation to 
Governor Maddox. If so, please supply any details 
reflected by such records, and interview anyone 
present at the presentation other than the Governor, 
attorney Maddox:and the Watsons with respect to all 
details of what· transpired. If there ·are no such 
records, or if ·they do not reflect the identity of 
anyone other than the above named persons who was · 
present, please interview Governor Maddox about the 
details of his contact with the Watsons • 

. 
7. Please identify polygraph expert FNU Ba,cter 

in New York. Please ascertain--'from Mr. Baxter whether 
the polygraph chart, Mr. Baxte-r's .. report, or the 
tape recorded transcription of the Watson examination 
(or any of them) can be obtained for inspection or · 
duplication from him. Please do not invite consul
tation by Mr. Baxter with Mr. Fensterwald or with the 
Watsons; if Mr. Baxter advises that the permission of 
any of the above would be required, please advise him 
that an attorney of this Division will make such 
arrangements as are deemed appropriate in that regard. 
(i.e., we would wish to consider the matter further 
before deciding whether to attempt to obtain such 
authorization). Please obtain copies or advise as to 
the contents of any of the above items which Mr. B~ter 
makes available. · 

8. Please ascertain the charges against Byron 
Watson arising out of the Columbus burglary; the 
identities . and charges against his .. companions; the 
status of the cases against them including hearing and 
trial dates if set; and the identity of their counsel 
if apparent of record. Please obtain copies of any 
police records iuvolving this incident and of any 
local news coverage. 
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Mr. Tol110n 
. Mr. Sullivan __ 

Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Bilhop 

:·/J~ITED STATES G"'1ERNMENT 

; ~· Memorandum 
DEPARTME 

Mr. Brennan, C.O •. 
Mr. Callahan __ 
Mr. CHper 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Dalbey ,, 
Mr. Felt / 
Mr. Gale ,L I 

TO Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

M DATE: 

Mr. Rosen - I 

FROM : J err is Leonard 

JL:MG:p 
DJ 144- Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters __ 

Mr. Soyars ~ ~ Assistant Attorney General 
· l}\'t>\'I Civil Rights Division 

0 
Tele. Room __ 

1 SUBJECT: Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Miss Holmes __ 
Min Gandy __ 

CIVIL RIG:rrs 

Reference is made to your memorandum dated 
March 16, 1971 at Atlanta and to previous 
CQDlilltmications in the captioned matter. 

. . ;.0-· 
., / It appears that Robert Byron tson (Byron ~ • 

~~f~?n) may have information tinent to the · 
captioned matter. Please interview Byron Watson 
fully with respect to all details of this matter 
and with respect to his backgrotmd, education, 
employment, criminal record if any, and any other 

_matters which may cast light on· the creditability 
of his statements .in .connection with the captioned 
matter. · r') 

If the statement furnished by Byron Watson \._,\ 
is substantially similar to that attributed to him 
and his mother by your source (pp. 3-5 of your 
memorandum of 3/16) or to the statement attributed 
to him by Ken Smith {my memorandum of 2/1/71, 
pp. 5-8 of attachment), please provide full back
grotmd information on Byron Watson and his parents, 
and, in addition, please conduct the investigation 
requested in paragraph III (4.) of my memorandum 
of February 1, 1971. 

J'L, ~ : . • • 

·· .,,··· .· . . , . 
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t·.•,,JT[.l) STATE.S (;(J\TJ.' '.L"l r -\RTM['\"T OT Jl-~, ! i. 

TO : Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Jl ./:J. Stanley Pottinger 
F f'\! As,istant Attorney General 

\J . Civil R.ights Division 
J c:> 

J : Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther Ung 1 .Jr, 

.JSP:FDA:SH:bmp 

DJ 144-72-662 

' i.eference is made to your investigation of the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, .Jr., Bureau file 
#44-38861, and the attached correspondence between thu 
Division and Mr. Bernard Fenstetvald, attorney for .James 

(J . ,r, ,· 

·~, 
. /t .-· 

Earl by. . c., 1--. ·- · . 11 11 

;r 

- ·,: ... 'l':7: . - . 

.- . 
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Mr. Fensterwald asserts that authors Gerold • · t ,,; 
Frank, William Bradford Huie and George Hcl'U.llan have -~ \\ ,r, 
had access to FBI reports in connection with this _;;;....~ iCJ 
matter. .;:: • , 

• I • I.•. t '. 

Please interview the appropriate Bureau personnel~ .;..u· 
who may have information, or comments, vith regard to ~ ; 
Mr. Fensterwald's assertion and advise us whether there ~, ,1?J 
u any indication that these authors had access to the / 

0 reports as asserted. V 
,,_ (T) 
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.. ERN,UtD RNSTl:flWAU:I. A 

WILLIAM Cl. OHLH4U.l:H 

-· .fau- Of/ias 
FENSTERWALD AND 0ULHAU6EN 

•to 51XT[lNTH 5Tfl[CT, N . W . 

• . . WA.51-flNGTOt.:. D. C toooe - . . ... 
.. 

aASa • ULJ.MAN ••z MADI- AYlNUl OORDOH r. kAIUU80N 

.. &IOU-a. HaW Y-11. k. Y. 10017 lf 

'~, -:- ... 

,. .... .. 

. . ' . ~ ·. ~ . 

·. ·- ·· 

llr. flilliam o•connor 
550 llth St., B.li. 
Ma•hington, D. c. 

J>ear aill: 

ll•rch 27, 1974 

Z enclo•e • copy of• letter which I obtained, •n4 which 
•houl4 be of interest to you. It is from George ~cHillan, 
vell know~ writer and hopeful biographer of ~ames Earl Ra9; 
Jt J.• to .John Ray, Jame's brother. 

As you 1dll note, llcHillan claims access to the FBI file ',.,\ 
•nd •••er t s that both Gerold Frank and liilliam Huie Md , 
•cce••· 

If thi• i• true, and I have rea•on to believe it is true 
at lea•t i n the cases of Buie and Trank., I believ·e that I, 
•• Ra9•• attorney, am entitled .to access. In fact, I believe 
I'• entitled under the FOI Act as an individual. It would :• 
be to everyone'• advantage, I belJeve, to let me examine Jt 
guietly rather than after II big, public flap • 

fiould gou look into thi• and take it up with your elders. 

Sincerel11, . , 

::::i ~·· 
~ 

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. 

PS. 

, . ~ .. 
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"'' -- . 

• •• 



( 
( prp:irf mrnf of }Jusfirr . 
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Mr. Ber~~rwald, Jr, 
Law Offices 

"l'ensterwa"1d and Ohlhausen 
"916"]" i xt eenth-....Sttee~--:V:
w a·s·hl,.ng t.on.. D. c.t. 20006 -

Dear ~rwald: · 
r 

'· e 

. ...... 

-----This is to reply to your letter of March 27, 1974, 
enclosing a letter from one George HcMillen to John Larry 
~ay, and requesting access to our investigative file 
p:rtaining to the ~ssas,ination of ~everend Martin Luther'\ 
~ng. . . , 

As an investigative file pertaining to a possible 
violation of federal cri~inal statutes, this material is 
specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act. See 5 u.s.c. 1552. Any 
disclosure of the contents of this file would be contrary 
to Department policy and regulations. 

I regret that we could not be of more assistance. 

Sincerely. 

~. William O'Connor 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

·civil ~ights Division 

·-·-,,. -,- - - - .. . 
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Deer .Jeck: 
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:h~~ ~EE E ~o~~ let~~r r~~ wrote £~o~t 
the tlect~~:~ieE. ~~c. iee:o:t !~ no~ l1vi~~ 1~ 
Le~!eto~. ~ot ~er fr:: ~~!n~. ~ beerd th~~ t1E v!~e 
is 6tt ei=~~~l1c 6nc t~at he-iEn't coin~ ~uct ~f 
Er.yth1n~ t~=fe!~. 

J.:y le"'·eu1 t to fee ,•o:..: !:)et on, in feet -~y 
levyer! ex~ect E~ze tin~ o~ dec1~1~~ !re~ ~be re,c~il 
Jutfe here 1r: :Ecttc:: 1':l ~c!r. r.E:>:t t":::i \'!eeke. ..:u~. !'\"~.n _ :·; 
1f te ~:te 1n :v ~Ever. tte ~=vc·r~=ent bEE re:ourc~E 
,i,::Jic~ 1o:!l! £:!1! ce'!~·, ::.·:fl::':.!.:.~-:·::..: .. ::. c.i.::. r.o,,: .-ell 
6lon: v1t~ ~7 t:c~ E~t E: ~~~~~~~ s~e~~Et E ~5rt 
teftl!ne c[ ~arc~ 1~. lS?!. :t 1~ {be ~tscl~:e l~st 
rlet~ on ~~!~t Ice~ ~c 2~?:~!~: Y~t~ Ly ~En~!cr1p:. 
:~et =~a~~!: w1ll t~ ~~t::~t~~ 1~ :te iEll :! 1~74~ 
e~~ut e ~eE~ ~r~=~ ~:~. ~:o~ p~tl!~t!LE !e 6 very 
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f;O'r,' 4 "' .. -
en~ :1=.=v ~~t J£rr~ ~~~ :!==Y 
t~e t1~e h~ e::epet f~~~ ~e~f 
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~p•~pc~ -er~~ •• ;'/ E~~ •e-r~•r 
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- r - . ,. 

:it~ ~~6 VEt ~rrErtel 
:~ t~ow zt:ut tte t1=e 
~~~:: =~E~ ~e~t to 

~ o 1 F. c b s c ~ "· 1 ~ G v o :.t t ~ ,e r: : :> r ·· i e : ':' ·: t :) l t = e ! !' • 
Ch1ce!O ~~ t~~ ~u~=~r :!" :~~; v~e~ I ~s~f ~~~ tte~e 
t~·= 't1=.ee to 1:-.:~rv!.~-..: t1~. ~~e ~=le :-.e cr.e tell'=~ e 
let Pt~~f. !~en be eent ~e ~ :a;e c~ ~~1cn te ~aid 
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he nr:c cc:::-,~~ t:e. I ;;t;t il! th~ ~::.:~!" .:i ;-o~ ~ro:J .t!: ,..; ·· ·· 
eE'1de, ~ell!~;- =,·~elf!: ,r;e~ ~r:;:e=:l:, ell e lo-:.:,!' ·- ·· .. ·~. -., ,,.,. . . _ 
E~1t. :t~~ ~Se ~the~ !sr l !c~~e~ e: !t ~~e!~9 re~t 
lt £11 ~v~r CE~e~~ll7. l c~e=~st :7 :!~f £~=~t 1~ •. 
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t.- ,... ~.,. ...... ,., c: c-• ..,,... • ., .. -1•.- \'O" ':.'h•,• c··"' VC,U t""·l,,.L E::..._cu• c L Ji!?- ... r: ... _ . ,,.. ~ - . ..,J _ .... - L• - • •• ~ "" __, ~.. • ,r;;;. ... "" 

..c' ·t ... : ... c.11'· -•ve ,;.c. -....,.,..,... te'.t'..-:_ <'o ... ---. s- .... •ec· "'o ... ~~ ... ~, '""'· .... - • ~ ., ... __ ___ ;.J ............ ·~--·~ 

t ·.,J ~ : t .~. ~ c_ 1 "'- C: C - C • L- 1"' - \' 0' I 'F" ~ 1 Cr· I 't \,a .... - • C, .. -r I t IC> -- IC> 
- - -- .. - - ••• •"':: • ... &., """' • "' · "- - - - ---~= I ~r~~~7 Let ce t~c~. i~ 1:'~ Ct ~!:h yo~, e'-,.. ..... 

,e;. - - - ": • 

1t 1
f' 6?. ""1th 

"n6 ... 1 . . • , "'= p. . o.. e 
t-"'"'"= te: tc,:, 
e1o~:• 

.... 6. • ... _. 
l :Yill ,~~x ~e~ v~u so~et~!nz for Tour 
ti~ Fw~. An6·~-~~~'t pey 1n ~dv2~:~. ! 1 ve 
ofien for t~et. ~ut I ~ill ~oy a~ we ~c 

~ -
And if ~e ~on 1 t to 1t n~~. l ~o~•t know when 

~c ~111 ever to 1t. I~~£ 1~ ru~n1L£ out for me. 
~~c ;•~ ~o1~: ~o u!e so~eth1~£ Eo 1~ :ifht SE well be 
the Etre1[~t story. 

I woule like to tll~ with J1~Iy. Ije 7en~eesee 
o~f1c1~1e bev~ £1ven ~e rcr=!t!!on. S~t Z1~cy won't 
r~ft -~ .,,~, LC~~ ~~e~•t ~~~- ~~" ~y~-~~ ·e~~~ Cr•/~ 
~ .; Ii . - Ill;" t .i -'- ,,, g - 1,; - \.I~ C •• - - ._ •. C. 1~ #, t', • _.. - ... - • ._, -. 4', J - G. • -

th~t if ~1~~Y 1 ! ccr~e~t 2~;eel 1r t~r~et t=¥n 1n 
Ci~c1~~Et1 :tet J:c=y 1e £0!~~ to t&l~, ~olt e ~re~~ 
cc:-.: crc:;ce. ·t:~!.l, ; oou't~ tr:c: u·.€r~ "":-·.::.c ::e =~~:: :'~r
~E: 1:1 tb,d. prer~ cc~~·erence . .6ct!", ~·-:--:-:i=-; ~-:-r ~r-.---=---~-
t: ~ .. _ .. ~ ..; .- ":"' ': "': 1--; ~ - - ;· • ,,.. - ~ .. , }" ]-" • • :.,. - c_ : . ·..;: _ .. ( ~. : ~ e. ! ',·.·;: ~ C C ~- ~ ~ 
Ti ;:; :.. \: ~ !". t. t.1 =. t G • 

l thi:-.1': he stoulc. :-:!ne 1f -t~e l!:!Pt l::oo~: ths.t1 t 
~o1r.~ ~o te cc~~ !n tte f~ret~Fc:le ~~:~;e. b~C te 
~~~·f fell e~o:her «£tory" l!ke tee=~~ :o iuie. 
t:c~o~y 1E fC1~~ t~ pey b1c e~~~ore ~~:ee£ ~tev c~eck tte 
Eto~y 1~ ft~~~=e. Ct, :cyt5 i==e ~~ ~e:~cr~ ~~~tt ~~y 
b!: e relet1velv e~ell eu~ for ~n c~-:ezer~ interv!~~. 
E~t tt£t ~oul~~~t help ~nybo~y. 

Cne ~ore question. :o vou h~ve E~Y pL~ttret 
c~ yo~r fs~11y1 Y~ur ~otner~ ~~y olt pi:turee of 
e~v kin~ or env ~et~er ~f the fb~ilv? . . ~ . ., 
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t·?\·JTr.b STATLS GCJ\TP '.[~1 

A,f e11201·a1zdum 
TO : Director 

'-•• <-< . L 

•• c;. ,, . 

I: -\RTM['\J OT JL-~, ! i. 

F~cieral Bureau of Investigation 

}~ /

J. Stanley Pottinger 
F P\1 As,iatant Attorney General 

\1 . Civil !lights Division 
J 0 

1 : Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther Uong 1 Jr, 

.JSP:FDA:SH:bmp 

DJ 144-72-662 

- .: : .. .. '"'.:7'~ . -

. -,. -.. . 

" i.eference is made to your investigation of the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., Bureau file 
#44-38861, and the attached correspondence between thi.a 
Division and Mr. Bernard Fenstervald, attorney for James 
Earl by. e ~ ·- · . rl 11 

Mr. Fensterwald asserts that authors Gerold • i- ~~ 
Frank, William Bradford Huie and George Mc}i(..illan have -~ \~ ,r, 
bad access to FBI reports in connection with this _;;.;.-~ iCJ 
matter. :;: • , 

·1 • ' 1 I • I • 

Please interview the appropriate Bureau personnel~ .'.au' 
who may have information, or comments, with regard to !::5 i 

Mr. Fensterwald' s assertion and advise us whether there t .'?J 
J.s any indication that these authors bad access to the r ! 

0 
..... 

reports as asserted. V 
',. (T) 

,~~t~{~~;t:1·;t~ 0-;;;;;~'°~. 
e,r;f:~t ,. ---C;.~; -;;1/'J 

D ,... - ~JJA .. -/'J-;{/tf :V/]ot--
\' ~:. ~ . . . , ' I ' . -· . n :s. ·- • · · ·- ! - • - · · · · · 

- ~-~~~r~c:E~.:~~~ -.- ~ ·: , _ .. ,-~~ ,O)l:i':~.,. -~ --- s ~7,~o:.z~-
-.. .. : . ~ ~ t_ ~ AC.S C!J _ o:J--3 -" · ·· · - - - "1~ -..;:_::''":" 

"· •· . ·· ·if Mt t1tJf~ 'f;tiij;J, j'71/ · ··•· · · · · · ·· · ~\ ~c),,__- •-" : :\ 
I: J t-\l i" vJ_ ... ~ . -~: . ... . . 1f u L'~ /\';'\ 
~ . . . . . . . . . } l "P'/ ~tJ . ·. - J97l~ 

.. - ...... -· . .. r· ~-··r .~: ~. :-· -.-:- -= -·-· ------ ··-. -· ,::•.-;- - -··. ·-·:- · . -~ - ., .... ~ . . . . 
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.. EJtNA"D RNSTl:l'IWALO . .Ill. 
WILLIAM Cl. OHLH4U.EH 

{ _ 

t 
-, 

f1 -· .Lair tJ ff ias 

FE:ssTERWALD AND Om,H!USEN 
•10 51XT[lNTH 5Tl'IC[T. N . W. 

, . . WA5HINGTON. C. C 20008 - -. . .. 

~5 • Uu.MAN 

••z .. Mtlltotl AYlNUt 001tDON f. kAIUU80N --~ tttw Yo.tt. N. Y. 10017 lf 

~ ;;~.-- . . 

·. • . . , 

.. .... ,.· ... -.:· . . , 

Mr. William O'Connor 
550 llth St., B.W. 
Ma•hington, D. c. 

Dear •ill, 

ll•rch 27, 2974 

Z enclo•e • copy of• letter which I obtained, •nd which 
•hould be of interest to you. It is from George McMillan, 
well know~ writer and hopeful biographer of ~•mes Earl Ray; 
Jt 1• to .:John Ray, Jame's brother. 

As you 11111 note, llcHillan claims access to the FBI file ',.\ 
•nd •••erts that both Gerold Frank •nd liilliam Huie bad , 
•cce••· 

If this 1• true, and I have reason to believe Jt is true 
at Jea•t in the cases of Buie and Trank, I be1iev·e that I, 
as Ray'• attorney, am entitled 'to access. In fact, I believe 
I'• entitled under the FOI Act • s an individual. It would ;• 
be to everyone 1 s •dvantage, I belJeve, to Jet me examine Jt 
guietly rather than after a big, public flap. 

Would gou look into thi• and take Jt up with your elders. 

S1ncerel 11, . 1 

::::i ~ .. 
~ 

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. ..,, ... . 

PS. 

! I •• 

•, •.. , 
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( 
( ;prp:aimrnt of }Justin· . ..,, 

~b•~i.n~tDn., p.'1:.. 21lHD 

. 

Mr. Ber~~rwald, .Jr, 
Law Offices 

"Fensterwa""1d and Ohlhausen 
~1_6-~.$.ixteenth-.-.S.t.reet, N-:V:
'1ashlngt_on.. .l>aCt. 20006 -

Dear ~rwald: · 
r 

.· 

This is to reply to your letter of March 27, 1974, 
enclosing a letter from one George McMillen to John Larry 
kay, and requesting access to our investigative file 
p:rtaining to the ~s&assination of ~everend Martin Luther'\ 
ling. · . , 

As an investigative file pertaining to a possible 
violation of federal cri~inal statutes, this material is 
specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act. See S u.s.c. §552. Any 
disclosure of the contents of this file would be contrary 
to Department policy and regulations. 

I regret that we could not be of more assistance. 

Sincerely, 

X. William O'Connor 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

· ·civil kigbts Division 

,i . 

···- - ···· -- -·~;.-:. . .. ,. 
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TO: 

FHOi'l: 

,~ 

R!~: 

.Ilrp;p·lu1l'l1l Lil .lJ11~,lirl' 
llLi~.tii1t!\fllll 

June 30, 1976 

llEJ.lORT\NDUM 

Edward IL L2vi, 
Attorney General 

Peter H. 'J',1ft, MG 
L~nd and Nilturc1l Resources Division 

Request of Estate of Dr.· Martin Luther King, Jr . 

• 
, l\s I unclerstirnd it, th·c l~ing Est.ite seel:s .1cccss 

- to 111~tcric1ls on Kinq \·:hich \verc turnccl over to the Church 
Co?llln:i t:.ec und to an:'/ other mc1tcric1ls dci1ling \-:ith Kin1 
involving hi1rassr.1ent or.other'.lise. 'J'he King Estate further 
~<!01:s to pJ..,y an aff irmativc role in the Depurt·ment.' s 
invest i gut ions of the 1~ inq i.l ssas s i nu tion and of FBI 
h,1rassmcnl of J<jng w:1ile he livcu. 

\•Ji th respect to ucccss to mu led u ls, I sec> no 
1·c•,1son to ch;:ingc the norrni:11 substanti vc stundcJrds for pro
vi tling .accnss whether b.ascd on the Freedom on lnform.:ition 
i\ct, Privncy Act, or c1ny other rutionc1le for c1ccess. 'J'he 
01J l.y C>~ccpt ion I woulcl make would be if Fred Folsom were 
to determine thcJt disc]osurc of cerU1in m.:itcriuls otherwise 
c::-:cmpt \-.'Ould assist him in complc tinCJ the invcsligutior1s. 

I ,.,;oul.d gr<1nl·u prjo1.·it;y in ll.i:-;closure over the 
11D1·111,ll t··1·c,_.dom of Tnfon11.1t:io11 /\cl w.1ilinq l:i.:;I: if Fr,.c] 
l'o_]i;om b1,licvQS lh,1L imlllL'<.li.-il<'. ,,cc,_·~;;, \\'.ill .1r;si~;t_ him in 
cnmplctinq the i11vcr-;t.:iqc1tio11~~. Tld[; \-:ould also provide' 
t-hc• only role for tJw. l~i.nq E~;t,1tc in the inV('5Uq;1tions 
,·:lt.ich l c-on,,jdcr ,1pprO!>J"L1Ll'. Clc.:-irly, priv,,tc- p.:1rtics 
r~hould not t,1ke ,111 .iff.irm.:lt.i\'C' role jn a DC'p,1rt1:lt'nt,1l 
i1Wl'St.il..1•1l)on, cspccii:llly onl' \-:hicll could poss.i.Lily conclul~C 

I • 

J./"I - _3 fi<i'I - e, /3 ~ 
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:i11 criminc1f refcrrnls. Nonetheless, the King heirs coulc.~ 
be ~trcr1<?ly helpful .i.n tlic~:e inve~,ti.g.:itions since they 
hc1ve kn0\·,lcd9c about J~inq's uct.ivitics, c1ssociutcs, onc.l 
cncmi.cs un,1v;ilnbi.e to th,:., D0p.:1rtm0nt .. The .situ,1tion is 
not unl.ik~ thnt prescntcc1 in '!1lderman v. United Stol:e!':',, 
3 :l '1 lJ • S • lC> S ( l 9 (i 9 ) , i n \IO ] \I l 11 ~(\Cf C 11 cl <1 11 l' S rJ. 9 h t l 0 

e;:,11:•i11c lo~1s of e1n illc<J::il clccu·onlc stll."ve.ill.:incc•, c-••cn 
though the government contended tlv~ subject mattC'r v:;is 

· unn'latec1 to the~ prosecution. 'l'h0 c_1ovcrnmc?nt wished Lo 
U1'lit ·rcv.i.e\,' to c1n in c;:imern c:xi.1ndn.:1tion by the tricll 
jtHl~Je .. The Court orclc~rc(1 the r.1r1tcrials to be turnecl 

·ovc~ to defen<lant~ stating: 

An appilrcnt innocent phrnse, a chance 
rcin.:1rl:, c1 ref•.?rcnce tci wlwt c1ppcars to 
be il ne>utral person or event, the? 
i ck~ !1 ti t y of a ca l l c r or th c ind .iY i rl u a 1 
on the other end of a telephone, or 
even the manner of spe.:i!: ing or using 
words may have specic11· si9nificancc 
t6 one who knows the more intimntc 
facts of an accused's lifo. And yet 
·that information muy be \·:holly color
less and devoid of meanin9 to one less 
well ucguaintea with all the relevant 
circumstances. Unavoidably, this is 
a matter of judgment~ but in our view 
the task is too complex, nnd the 
margin of error too grcn~. to rely 
wholly on the in camera judgment of 

~ the trial courlto i-clt>ntify those 
records which might have contribut0d 
to the:: Government's case. Id . . ut 182. 

· l\ :.imiL1r r11l.inq was 0nt(~1·r.c1 in DC'nnis v. llnitr.cl 
:;1.,11,,:; ·, 184 ll.S. 855 (lC)G(i) w.i th J"(•!:pc~cL .(·() -l:ll0di!;cTc,s'ui=c 
;,;( ·;ji.-:incl ju1·y min11tc!; l:o Lht! 1J,,f1.•11<l.111L, CV<!II . l:ho11•1!) Uv: 
qo•1crn1!1cnt bclicv0d their content irrLdcvant to tl1e prosecu
l. ion or dcfenr.c of tho c;1se. If th0 I~ing Estc1te (c11~d 
1n·,.-: ::um.1bly the King hc.i1·s) h.:icl i111m0.dialc nccess to t:hose 
r,1;1tc·rial.s to \,·hich it is cnU tlcd, it could become nn 

. . 
,,·' ~ .~ ·:_t;,;~.':'. : .{·~ •:,. ·. "' . 
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j :-1 po r L ,1 n t s o u r c (' c f in r o n n a L i on n Jl( l c' v t1 J u ,, l i o n o f CJ o vi:-· r n -
lllf'nl. cloc.:urnc·nl~_; 011 bch;1lf pf the invc~; liq,1Ljo11~,. '!'he 11,:·r~(1 
[01· :i1rn11,~l1iaLl' rC'vic\-J of Lhc 111;iLcri,-1l~; in onlcr tc~ ll'CC'l._l°.!)C' 

.j1111110d:i,1L(' invc,st.irJ,1tiv,~ IH'Ctl:-;, h'O•J)cl bC' ,1clC'r1uatc ground!; 
to p),1co. a priority on c1cccss for the Estate. 

Finc1l]y, in lllY opinion, r-J.1rt:i;1 ·1.,uthC'r 1:inq, ,Jr . 
. ,~-~ alrc.:1dy <111 important fic_1urc i11 t!ic lii:.Lory ;ind ~~oc.i.::il 
.L,hric of our country. T be:1.i.cvC' .i.L is important t.o pro
tc-ct his im;Jgc i1S best c1s possible- from the unwurranlc<l 
dis~~r~111inc1tion of inform.:ition from FHI files, sor:ic of 
w h i ch nw. y h u ·, c h cc n i 11 e 'J ,, 11 y or i mp r op c r J y co 11 e c t c c1 or 

. ust~tl. I presume the Estuto feels lil:c.'h'is~. J10-.-1cvC>r, I 
Ciln offer f12w suggestion" in c.:1rrying out such c1 policy. 
For the Si) J:c of: my oHn men t-.c1 l hco l th, I hc1ve chosen to 
l"!'lY on th~ expertise of others to interpret tho 
intric~cies of the FOIJ\ und Pri-.,ac~· l\ct. 
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