
7 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Defendant : 

| : 

| Plaintiff, : 

| Vv. : Civil Action No. 75-1996 

| : . 
| 7 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, ° : 
| | . 

| 

“ AFFIDAVIT OF DAVID R. WRONE 
  

I, David R. Wrone, being first duly sworn, depose as 
| 

| go110ws: 

| 
1. I ama professor of history at the University of Wiscon- 

  

sin-Stevens Point. I reside at 1518 Blackberry Lane, Stevens 
| 
1] 

Point, Wisconsin. 
1] 
1] ‘ . . . i ‘ ‘ 
| 2. I specialize in the ideas and institutions of reform and 

| 
|teach and publish in this area. My courses include lectures and 

seminars on recent American history and involve the direction of 

graduate work. 

3. I have spent many years of scholarly research 4n-on the 

‘subject of institutional reform. In 1964 I received a PhD in 

history from the University of Illinois (Urbana). My doctoral 

‘thesis was on the importance of the press in the emergence of 

Abraham Lincoln. ("The Prairie Press in transitions ge ee 

4. I have published many articles and, cova Seedy a volume 

on the institutionalization of racial prejudice against the Ameri- 

  
‘can Indian: Who's The Savage? A Documentary History of the Mis- 

treatment of the Native North American (Fawcett, 1973) 
  

   



| My study — of 
5. A#-ehapter—I-wrote—on the transformation of the roads of 

5 as @& chapter 
Illinois appeared, in a general history of the state: An Illinois 

Reader (Northern Illinois Press, 1973). 

6. I have lectured widely on the assassinations of President 

and ec| 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. A appearing on numerous   radio and television shows. I have atse served as a consultant 

regarding have 
for local mediayen national shows/ and, written articles and review- 
HI “ 

| . isi : ‘ 
=" books on these subjects. I am author of a critical bibliography 

which examines and categorizes scores of books which have been | 

| . . 
Published on the assassination of President John F. Kennedy: The 

Assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy: An Annotated 
  

lsintiography (State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1973). 

1] 
| 7. In November, 1976 I directed a symposium on the integrity 

| 

  

\of basic institutions and the assassinations of President Kennedy 

A Dr. King. The lectures delivered at this symposium were tele- 

| 
Iwisea for educational use and are now being circulated in video and) 

1| 

audio form in colleges and high schools. Attached hereto is a 
| 

brochure which lists the materials which are available from the 

| 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point Office of Educational Services 

jana Innovative Programs. (See Exhibit 1) 

8. I have an extensive familiarity with the literature on 

the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I have read the 

rolaminous court records of the several cases related to the con- 

| 
| 
| 
| 
viction of James Earl Ray and his attempts to overturn that con- 

  

| 
“viction and obtain a trial on the charge that he murdered Dr. King. 

'I have also read the publications on this subject by the Depart- 

ment of Justice and committees of Congress, as well as the second- 

vary accounts. 

| 9. In the course of my study of the King assassination ma- 

terials) I have become quite familiary with the work of Harold Weis-| 
‘A ; 

berg on this subject and now consider myself an authority on his 

contribution. In the near future I intend to publish scholarly 

   



articles -on—this in tearned journals and deliver lectures to   
‘learned societies on his work. 
| 

10. Mr. Weisberg's work on the assassination of Dr. King is 

| "Re only significant work available for the person seriously 

_ interested in the evolution of this subject and its relationship 

}t° the fundamental institutions of American society. There is 

simply no way to approach this subject other than through Mr. 

‘Weisberg's prodigious efforts. 

11. The University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point has a deep 

interest in the acquisition, maintenance, and devetopment of Mr.   
\Netsberg’s files, especially those on the assassination of Dr. 

| 
‘Martin Luther King, Jr., both in terms of the immediate future and 

Suture 
_for,generations,-yet—unbern. The University plans to establish a. 

| 

\ 

Weisberg Archive where the records which Mr. Weisberg has accumu- 

| 
| 

| 

lated and analyzed can be properly maintained and made accessible   to scholars and the general public through a professional staff 

-yrtedg gaye 
knowledggable in the subject matter. 

  

| 

| 
g 

  

— 

| 12. I am familiar with the volume and kinds of records Mr. 

‘Weisberg has on Dr. King's assassination (and also President 

Kennedy's) and the quality of his analysis of them. I have, in 

‘fact, made several visits to his home in Frederick, Maryland for 

| the purpose of discussing his work with him and obtaining records 

| from him. Mr. Weisberg's files on both the Kennedy and King assas- 

|| sinations are invaluable, unigue, and in many respects cannot be 

‘duplicated from any other source. This, of course, explains the | 

interest of the University of Wisconsin--Stevens Point in obtain- | 

ing them. 

| 13. The establishment of a Weisberg Archive, particularly 

where King assassination materials are concerned, will also facili- 

tate the use of fellowships and grants to black students interested 

‘in this subject.    



14. The University of Wisconsin-/Stevens Point has already 

| begun to draw upon a small portion of the materials which will ul- 

timately comprise the Weisberg Archive. It has already developed 
/ 

| 
| 

| 
| 

|? videotape series suitable for popes broadcasting stations and 

722 high school and college class’ recentevion of some of the uni- 

y"e materials which Mr. Weisberg has donated to the University. 
/ 

‘These videotape materials can be purchased or rented by the public. 

15. 7a University plans to continue developing the-—use and 
Ww 

disseminatten-of Mr. Weisberg's materials as they are deposited and 

| | 
‘made available. This will be done, first, through electronic media 

‘presentation in slides, video tapes, documentary handbooks, guides,,|   
indexes, and course aides. Additional plans are to develop¢ sup- 

| 
| port services for studfents from minority backgrounds who might 

desire to make scholary use of the documents. Future plans also 

yncenes the microfilming of some important segithats, preparing os 

guides te—it, and making these available to colleges throughout 

| 
|" the nation and overseas. 

1 

1 
i] 

| 

16. Mr. Weisberg's work on political assassinations and the 

| workings of our basic institutions--law enforcement agencies, the 

1 

jcourts. the press, the intelligence agencies--and the establishment 

| 

‘of an archive on it at Stevens Point are in the public interest. 

| ete AS . t | 

par Weisberg's accomplishments are unique in character--they—retate 

| 

| 

rT = — — 

_to-far-more—of-enduring—publie interest than just political assas-— 

eM = —— 
lsinations—-and, without a in scale. In total volume his 

| — nt HY wan C, 

rabertalls exceed the Bl lection on the frontier formed by #4etetem 
A a 

Draper in the nineteenth century which established the State 

  

| 

Historical Society of Wisconsin and the holdings of several other 

| famed manuscript libraries gathered in America that are seen as 

part of our national treasure. The quality of the materials and 

nis analysis of them is excellent. He possesses photogxpahs, maps, 
} 

| 
|      



taped interviews, letters, and other records that can be found in 

no other place.   
| 17. Mr. Weisberg's scholarship is magisterial in its command | 

of the documentary base and clear on the fundamental points at 

issue. He cannot be compared with the other authors on the King 

assassination from the perspective of scholarship and objectivity. 

His work on this topic stands in a totally different light from 

et MU | 
all others. He works from an objective base, seeking not,to dis- 

but 
cover who killed Dr. King or to reap commercial profits from-his   work to establish what the evidence is and what it means not only | 

in terms of the crime itself, but also in terms of the larger 

significance it holds for the workings of our basic institutions. | 

18. It is this last point which is of fundamental importance. 

Mr. Weisberg's work focuses on the performance and nonperformance 

of basic social institutions--the law, the press, publishers,   
Congress, the Department of Justice, and others--during a time of 

| ovigie. In so doing he reveals deep flaws which caused these in- 

| stitutions to malfunction in a manner which thwarted justice and 

hare the ends of the nation. 

19. I am of the opinion that Mr. Weisberg's work cannot be 

reduplicated by the government ey by scholars. I have been informed 

| that the FBI has established a file of King assassination documents 

in a reading room accessible to members of the general public at | 

its headquarters in Washington, D.C. This does not significantly 

assist the public interest in evaluating the facts of the King   | Seecseinatton or the FBI's investigation of it. The initial 

problem is, of course, that the selection of records contained in | 

this file will be made by the FBI, which itself has been severely | 

‘oriticized in connection with its investigation of the King murder. 

In addition, these records will be largely inaccessible to all 

{ 
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| 
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| 
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| 
| 

| 
| 
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vance preparation. What is required is a scholar who can use the 

  

except casual tourists. Few scholars have funds sufficient to 

enable them to travel to Washington, D.C. and stay there long 

enough to peruse the more than 20,000 pages of documents contained | 

in the FBI's Central Headquaters file on the King assassination. 

Moreover, scholars and citizens would not know where to begin 

studying this enormous volume of documents without extensive ad- 

resources of a university system to assist those who wish<to-do 

work in this area. 

20. Even the costs of duplication imposed by government 

agencies can impose a serious burden upon scholarship. A Univer- 

sity archive such as the Weisberg Archive which is being established 

at Stevens Point can provide better and more economical service | 

for duplicating records, including not only xeroxing but also 

making slides, photographs, and tapes. Moreover, it can offer a 

full range of other essential services, providing books, reference | 

works, maps, newspapers, journals, and the like. It can also co- 

ordinate scholarly efforts in an area in such a manner that it will 

lead to increased dissemination to the public of knowledge about 

such an area through the publication of books, articles, disserta- 

tions, and so forth. 

21. The crucial aspect of any archival collection, however, 

is that there must be a knowledgeable person associated with it 

and residing where it is located who can develop¢é the material and 

guide students and scholars. This is the main reason for estab- 

lishing a Weisberg Archive at the University of Wisconsin-7Stevens 

Point. 

22. Mr. Weisberg has stated that he intends to leave his 

records on the assassination of Dr. King to the University of Wis- 

consin--Stevens Point. For the reasons which I have outlined above,



the public interest will be served if the records which Mr. Weis- 

berg has and is continuing to obtain are deposited at the Weisberg > 

Archive in Stevens Point. More to the point, the public interest 

will be better served if records on Dr. King's assassination are 

made accessible to journalists, scholars, and the general public 

| through the archive at Stevens Point than if they are only acces- 

sible through the FBI and other components of the Department of 

Justice in Washington, D.C. 

23. Even were this not true, the caliber and importance of 

Mr. Weisberg's work on the King assassination are such that making |         
| all government records available to him without cost is more than 

| 

| justifiable. The simple fact is that Mr. Weisberg uses the records 

he obtains to serve,not his -ownm personal interest, but the public | 

| wo OYVIMG . . 

| interest by using them to linform journalists and scholars, and 

1] 

through them, the general public. 

  

PROFESSOR DAVID R. WRONE 

| PORTAGE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 

, L977. 

    

| NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR 

} PORTAGE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

My commission expires . 

     


