
  

Mrs Quin Shea Director ate 4/25/79 
Office of FOIS/PA Appeals 
'. Department of Justice 

. Washingtony DeC. 20530 

Sg Dear Lip, Shea.» 3 

This relates to both the King and JFK cases and to" your bd Rion in C.Ae75— 1996. 

and your failure to act on my appeals in that case after. from months to yearse: 

tn the course of reading and checking some JFK records last night in 62-109060 

_. Section 1&1 I came to Serial 7363, a copy of which is attached. I also attach copies of 

dames Karl Ray Cases 
   

   
   
   

pages 468-481 of my book on the King Heagselgnbtiony, Frame-Ups The Martin luther. King- 

From this is ia apparent that as of. today. the Bepartuont and the FBI is withho}ding 

what ! wrote about more than a decade agos ee: . 

It also is apparent that there was hed thee basis nor Teel for the withholding, that 

as I have:stated over and over again, the Daparthent and- the FBI are misusing FOIA to 

“waste what remains of my life to prevent my writing which they do not likes . 

In this case it is less justifiable and TI believe is seat and. contemptuous 

  

"because of what happened-in court in C. Ac75=1996 last years ‘ou will recall the ockwi-th ae 

-affjdavit that includes an alleged response on. this Somersett/tilteer matter when: the. 

» Bowes orderdd,. a belatéd FBI response to a memo provided to the Civil Division by a. college, ne 

_sptdent who pad reviewed somfof ny Letters on ‘non-coupli.ance - to which the FBI had made 

ee ajesponses” I proved the 4eckwith affidavit was falsely sworny informed the Gourt of his: ae 

unfortunate dérsonal situation as an unindicted co-conspirator and displayed to the Court 

several volunies of lui tecr/Somersett records that had been provided to another and later 

_© Pequestors who is a writer friend of mines    
That was last yeare 

| he response of Government counsel was not to sec to it that years late, long after 

. ity appeal and providing of proof that the withhiéd infommation was within the public 

: “domain, there would be belated compliances Instead Government counsel syézed upon this for 

Bi another stonewallimg and another wasting of more months of what remains of my life and 

‘a further impediment to my writing by filing a motion to expunge the tritth from the records 

|  Rbandhite, this is one of the countless specifics on my many appeals to which you. 

“have not responded, in court or aut and on which you have not actede Thus it is that on 

: the night of 4/24/¢9 I can learn that what I first published in 1967 in a book completed 

in-early April of that year is today withheld by the FBI and the Department in both King 

and JFK cases and this long after I have appealed precisely this withholding in both cases 

: It. iterally ig more than 12 years since I mailed the manuscript of that book to-my 

Aeon agent, and it was intercepted in the mails then and once thereafter. 

 



  

   

          

    

     

  

     

    

    

     

   

Obviously I have no personal need for the withheld information when. i published ite | 

“the     

   

  

~ Also obviously I habe made this appeal in the public role in which the Depart 

“FBI. and the Courts have forced me. What intérests me personally as. the other withhe 

‘information some of which was released to the other requester y whose copies T he 

to display to the Court. But even in this I am in a public rather than a private role. 

- because it would riot have been possible for me to write about ait. no ‘matter how long i: Life. 

I findm myself wondering about the reality of the appeals machinery when this can 

2 happen - when literally 12 years after it was public domain I find claim to éxetption . . 

_ under FOIA and for nothing that the FBI and the Department had. not: already. releas digs 

emphasize released before there was any FOIA. ‘The faosdmilen, kn any book axe of. wedorde, 

that were never withheld in the Archives and were released % ‘the FBL ana the ‘Depa 

   
    
   

      

    
   

  

   
   
   

   
   

     

      
    

   
   

   

     

  

cs ‘the Archives to release to. any requester. 

- This matter has been before you for a year or mores 1: notified the PEE that at as 

withholding what is withtein the Public domain as now recall. ‘the 2 end of 1976 which is : 

quite long ago in FOLA terms - tye 

If you will read the third page of the attached Serial you. WLLL gee that. th wer 

originally intended to wisthhold the word "informant" without any. name attavhed as well 

as. the name of the subject = and at the precise point ‘where publication 4: in’ th 1 

    

Paper is citeds — : PPO RES 

of In the JFK case this ig one of: a series: of records relaidie to a. ean that. the. FRE 

haa alerted its offices to threats against. the: Presidente The PET denies it, resorting 

as: ‘ysual to semanticse The Milteer threat is only: one of a number of precisely that ‘period. 

that I published more than a decade ago, from available official records. Toye - able to 

“deceive and. mislead the Attorney General, as it did do, the FBI cited only the published 

records of. the Warren Commission "Bi by this means ignored the fact tha tit it had already 

_released proofs of actual and officially reported : threats against the Presidents The. 

  

: Milteer threat differently in also being a threat against Yr. King and in an actual. forecast 

of what. veally happened in both cases from the official explanations of both crimes Consi= oe 

dérations of space compelled the editing out of Framce-Up of the other threats. but. t: can 

rovide them from that manuscript af the Department ever wants to escape from FBI. captivitys 

“he Department forced a consultancy on me, as you know, stated that. this was. necessary 

  

to the Court in order to have the Court have me act as the Department! s consultant in my 

case against ity stated that it would pay me, then ignored my Lengthy consultancy: memo 

- and refused to pay mes To this day, including in your testimony. I have had no response to 

that inemos’I did give you a copy of it as part of my appeal. I am not aware that, you. have 

S addressed it an any way, including in your testimony, ‘which was essentially of generalitiess ' 

  

While I do not recall whether or not I illustrated by this case in the memo I wrote after 

  

- reading your testimony, when I could not be present in court and when mg counsel was fore»...



  

closed from cnoss—examining you, I do know it is in the student&s earlier memo and in 

some detail in my consultancy memos I have also discussed this with you and I believe 

_. provided you with other information relating to the entire matters That even earlier — 

  

specifics of proof of non-compliance were provided to the FBI is certain because the 

-—- stifient's memo is based on carbons of some of my. letters to the FBL in which I proved = 

7 non-compliance, to ite 

Meanwhile, if you can wrench your mind far back to the very beginnings of ‘this long    
Ze ease, I appealed the denial of the actual information I actually neqnested and you. haye. 

“not actdd on that. After thrée yearse ; 

“In terms of the Department's substitution for my request I also have a long over—due 

  

appeal. +4 is for the reprocessing of the records provided, unteh is to say paovsoee Av. 

    
    

    

  

    
      

   

| substitution for my request. | 

a Toward the end of Operation Onslaught the FBI made one of. ite many unkept promises, 

‘that it would reprocess those records processed in that period and by Onsdaught agentse 

Once it had misled mg by this promise and gotten away with it the. FBI continued processing 

records, with the practise of the same abuses, continued to ignore the ‘finding that this 

ag.an historical case, and having processed all of them first refused to: ‘reprocess - ang. 

4 then claimed that having processed wrongly it would be too costly to process. correctly's ae 

  

il You have not acted on ny appeale I am asking that you ack on it immediately. 

dot do not intend to appear to be making a peremptory demand and with all: the: ‘time that 

8 passed I believe I am not. But last Friday something happened that + requires me. to ask 

tbs - as under the Act I should not have to ask ite ne 

: As you know I have venous and arterial blockages and have been living on a 5 hdigh Level. 

  

of anti-coagulent, intended to deter if not prevent other circulatory obstructions from 

ormings My doctors have informed me from the first of the hazard from the medication, . 

hich is actually an animal poison, intended to kill, and from both the high level I have 
| required and the length of time I have been living on ite The danger is from internal ~ 

Me pleéding. Last Brigay I passed fihuid that was the color of bloods The medication. was 

discontinued and that day and the next I was given injections that appear to have ended 

tie ‘Daeedatee, I also have an expert consultatmhon a week from todaye : 

_ Were this not the medical reality I am 66 years old and my. actual requests were first 

nade inore than a decade ago - under a 10-day law and a 20-day appeals periods 

‘So I believe it is not unreasonable for me to ask that you act now on all my appeals 

  

in both casese Up or downy so more of my life or what ‘remains of it will not be wasteds It 

  

ay after all, three years since I first appealed to youe 

moe The delay alone makes a mockery of the appeals machinerye In these cases LE have gone    

a to what I believe are extraordinary lengths to inform the FBI and you, both, as well ag 

CEL, which made the false pretense of wanting to be informed and then refusing to pay 

“any attention to unrefuted, even undenied informations kchsvithy oe xha nok cigeenskdevaatex



  

1 have provided multitudinous copies to provide proofs, for me not inconsiderable costs 

an time and moneys Yet it all has been to no ppint merely because the FBI is determined not 

to comply » Civil Division presides over the non=compliance » you. db not act on my RE 

appeals and when called on to testify testify in generalities when ny appeals are in 

unaddressed specifics - litterally hundreds of illuminated pages of theme 

I bave done this despite the fact that the burdey of proof is on the Government» not 

ines I have gone much farthur and offered to be available at any time to assist in compliance 

because I am a subject expert4 

For perhaps a year you have been supposed to pradvide affidavits and for calendar 

Gall after calendar call Government counsel promised them momentary e I do not have 

~ them yet. Will you please inform me promptly if and when I can expect them? The Govern= 

ment has been gupposed to file a Motion for Partial Summary Judgement for more than a yeare 

In fact it first made this claim at the first calendarcall in the case. As Im now recall 

~~ at each calendar call the motion was not filed because the affidavits had not been prepareds - 

More than enough time has passed for the Government to have kept its word and for you to 

have’ prepared and provided the affidavits and those based on which you would provide your 

owh affidavite 

4 I repeat again my belief that the actual purpose of these long delays and unkept 

promises igs to waste what remains of my life and preclude my writing which the Department 

ang the PBI do not likes 
| 

ys Meanwhile, there are material facts in dispute, as there have been from the first. 

As I understend it these overdue affidavits are to address these material facts in disputes 

hat is one issue, relating only to the records provided in substitution for my ,ctual 

_. request. There remains my actual request, which has not been complied with and I repeat 

  

I appealed. I am therefore re-itrating my request that you act on my old appeal, the | 

‘Adnial of the information ‘I did requeste In an earlier calendar call the judge nets this 

Lo aout to a request for "all" information relating tt the assassination of vo, Kinge 

‘If Department counsel did not provide you with that transcript and if the staffing you 

‘have does not enable you to obtain a copy let me know and I'll just have to assume that 

burden that under the Act I should not have to assumes Otherwise this case will never 

~ end because I simply will not accept non-compliance. 

Because of this abrupt and possibly quite dangerous change in my health situation 

  

“and because I regard this newest manifestation of contempt in the Somersett+-—Milteer 

nee matter as close to incredible - and entirely intolerable - I write you promptly and aa 

: ask that you inform me promptly so I may be guided accordingly in both casese If nothing 

is going to happen ‘when I appeal, to what end is there appeals machinery and for what 

“purpose do I spend the time providing detailed and documented, appeals?



    

In this connection I belicfefit would be a good. idea if someone in authority in a the 
Department would reread the Department's testimony relating to me aad my- requests when. 

the Senate subcommittee asked about them. oe 

The Senate was given false assurances. 

  

The promises _— have not been kept. I believe it was never intended that ‘they be noe 
kept. The record Supports only this S beers that much time hae passed ai only. lest. eee: 

about the Beckwith affidavit and the failure of everyone to “believe that flee: ‘swearing 

  

   

- or provide the withheld records. 

Unless deception of the Senate as well as of the Courts is Department pokiey’ Pees 

    

pelicve someone in authority in she Department ou, gt, inquire into these and elated Gee 

    
   

matters. 

Sincerely, 

arold Weisberg as 

  

  



    

oe ..the entire volume, for which I also paid the FBIy 

~ only by Somersett, as the records withholding his name discloses Lt was reported to both 

o Miami, was cancelled three days before he was killed. The FBI seeks to cover this and. to 

“ nonssubect experts, which include the Director and the Attorneysfimmaak General, ‘got away © 

cree eme to provide thems 

    

: PS. 

     

   

   

  

With regard to the Somersett/Milteer page originally withheld I have since obtainea 
it. It says exactly what I said it says and there was no basis for withholding it at the 

time it was withheld because all the informatioh was readily. available. How elge..¢ pas 
I havex published what was withheld? iy book cites the. public, domain sources pars 

: This was one of my FOLA requests not response +o to. which, i testified in Oghe 75=1996 
- A year after the Archives. made it available, for which + paid t ‘the. psrtohdveaa | the PRL sent: | 

Whatever caused the recent processors to ‘withhola the public domain the original 

withholding was to protect the FBI from embarrassment, an onbarrassment it sought to hide 

by generating false paper ty cover it. The Milteer threat was reported to the FBI not 

the FBI and the Secret Service by Miami authotities. Then the President's motorcade. ‘in 

Ee With covering it, by making a big deal about the totally inpelevanty the President's 

appearance at Tampas 

If you want copies of enous records or if anyone ‘in the Department does. m1 take the: 

  

Please excuse the hastes I want £6 get this in today's maile I do not apologize for 

aly anger or disappointnent that may show. I think this entire matter is a disgrace to ; 4, 

the public Service» an abuse of the Court and a deliberate imposition on me and is part of . 

ee the long-standing effort to deny me the opportunity to write what: the Department and the 

_ FE do not want me to be able to writes ‘ 
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7 Memorandum. SOARS 

. gh Gallagher“ 7 o oo OsTE: * 10/1/75 Pe: 

. 3 # o : . woe : , 1 = ur. 
vou : B. a fe cachet P ae aay . 1 - mr. sae 

Se FU, 1 - Mr. Jenkins pate 
Sg Ba es ~ Mr. Gallaghe “sunect: j ASSASSINATION OF . 5, werd, : ~ Mr. oO! ‘conseld. 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ~~ 1 - Mr. Cooke =: 
11/22/63 ee ‘1 - Mr. Nettles”. : 
DALLAS, T®XAS . ee eras 1 - Mr. Bassett 

; is gr ete 1 - Mr. McDermott 
. x. 6 * ’ 1 - ME See 2 eae: 

oo =O * : ae 

) 
Attached is a newspaper artiole fron the: 10/3/75 

edition of the "Washington Star-News," which pertains to -: 
the allegations of former New Orleans Office Security Patrol : if oto Ae 
Clerk William 8x Walter that a teletype was sent from PBIHQ mance ete RNY 
to all field offices on 11/17/63 stating that a militant ane es 
revolutionary group might attempt to assassinate President - 

, Kennedy during his visit to Dallas, SRR UE gt LL ae 

    

   

, 

In the article, Walter is quoted as ‘saying, "Secondly, 
on November 10, 1963, there was a teletype that was sent from’ 
the Miami FRI Office to the Washington Bureau Headquarters ‘Aish 
saying that there was a possible attempt planned against his 
(Kennedy" 8) life planned on his trip to Mam oF 

  

ghey . . Regarding this paragraph, the Director asked, "Isn't, 
gn ‘this a different and added version?® - 9 Sete. bike td 

eae "The answer to the fiinentor? 8 s question is yes. It 2. us 
| [resceat that Walter is attempting to connect his allegations geen og 

eS regarding the 11/17/63 t Te09° with a a case the Miamd (Offic 
was working at ‘the times? od yy beget aie Foss 7 303 

es REGAZ DP Ge 
ma In an overall review of Eo oorlete files in an ©.      

   

  

     

attempt to locate anything similar to the alleged 11/17/63 % - 
teletype, the General Investigative Division has been searching 
Bureau file 62-106833 (which contains information relating to ¥ 
threats against President Kennedy and his family from 1960 to 

  

    

      

      

Epes the present) and related fiies. Contained therein are several”: 
pe gomweuntcat fons engteleds "Threat to ral President Kenned h Ne : 

ab bee EE a Eee ey : i 

ae = iniaiee basics Bal Ce se ye Ser TO CNTR ote gee” Ee “tigi Conversation: 
a) eee “aad pielantas moa. : a sy . BD e aes ° cad 2. LG d- “Je 4 & t we a 

pt ',, Enclosure 4". aE oan “eet - OVER = a : Bo 

MA “Wet peb a gee Ms wd a gee AS m 
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Memorandum to Mr. “ llagher of . rag Coe a ae 

RE: ASSASSINATION JP a ae BA hy PR * 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ~~. 9) 1% a. lM eg, ae : 

a . 3. . . ‘ . . ve ‘ ed . z we “ae wet a 4 4f S. 4 

t rf ow Ft . 2 - RN Tihs he 

was tape recorded by the Miami Police. (&. 4 advised that je, ~ 

plans were in the making to kill President Kennedy at some 2.3 t 

future date. iy sata ne was familiar with Washington, D, Coe 

‘ and the job could PC Gone from an office or hotel in the wot ee. * 

fejnity of the White House, uging » high-powered rifle. Pee 

FT cmitrel Noted IO the ("representative of the __ a 

Sg gale pumila Knights o he Ku Klux Klan. (& 2: : 

suggested that Guim aa 8 Klansman from Chattanooga, ... 

Tennessee, was a tian wno could do the job andfir’.”..{ said «:; 

he would be willing to help. -- +. | Oa = gol e ; 

The forner informan advised the Miami Office on °”:: i 

11/10/63 and initial information regarding this was furn ; 

by Miami to the Bureau and 5AC, Atlanta, by teletype of that ©. 

date (Bureau file 62-106833-180). JU. 8. Secret Service in ° '° 

Viashington, D. C., was telephonically advised by FBIHQ promptly. 

upon receipt of the teletype. Miami followed up with an airtel *; 

   
   

and LHM on 11/11/63. A copy of the LH was sent to U: &. Secret). 

Service on 11/13/63. eee ine ag oe no a ee Ce eS é 

eae Miami SiC Weeley Grapp objected to giving tre 28%. : 

{nformation to the U. & Secret Service Office in Miem for y : 

- several reasons. The former informant did not desire to ae e 

* | giscuss the matter with the U. §. Secret Service since he and - 2 See 

greg were the only oner present during the conversation. *“:- a ie 

vp (sue niamd Secret Service Agent at the time was e. former sta-e’ > ae 

oF: trooper wno was very aggressive anc wouJA insist on knowing * are 

af the informant'’s identity. SAC Grapp dic not feel that the -=.::. the: 

ae Secret Service Agent would keep the former informant's identity «.: ge 

nd confidential. It should also be noted that the threat did not... a 

Poe involve the Miam{ area. However, Miami Police stated they were <5... : ia 

advising the U. &. Secret Services... 0 en TITAS. i 

5 Details of this matter, including interview offre Pa 

and other subsequent investigations, were set forth in the —.., 3.” 

hae report of Dallas Special Agent Robert P. Gemberling dated +* 

ite 1/16/64 in the assassination investigation (62-109060-3477) oo *. | 

de, Copies of this report yent to the New Orleans Office, and the + ;-.. 

Yarren Commission. “v7 o" pag considered a suspect in the «-; 

assassination, but investigation dctermined he was at home in 

ome 2» Georgia, on 11/22/63 and had no connection with the *- 

hes Assassination. Wo references are made in the cover pages of 7 

“> the report or the body to the 11/10/63 Miami teletype. ite A 

S
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The information also was set ‘forth ‘in an Atlanta * fa ns 

eport of 12/1/63 in the Lee Harvey Oswald Internal Security ay pay. - 

nvestigation. No copy of this report was sent to New Orleans. >) ie 

t was disseminated to the Warren Commission. : 

C4 “2 
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. gin pouna it. 

So The Miami Office has reviewed their files and found"}.,”; J 

no “Indication there that fatormation regarding Chie matter oot 

was sent to New ia iasialalel F Many ae DRL 
: z * ane fe ees oy Shee 

On 2/2/67, a " hevspaper article appeared in “The — 

Miami News,” regarding this matter. Details of the aeeeing! a8 

between the {nforman and fai, were set forth in the eetheue Raids *s 

The matter was also covered 1n a 2/22/67 special bulletin of it ie 

the National Federation of Labor, Incorporated, Miami, Florida,'.~. . 

which apparently received widespread distribution in Miami, > °x: 

Florida, and Washington, D. C. It was also covered in 2/3/67 2 one 

article in "The Sun," a Baltimore, Maryland, newspaper. No ~ aa as 

mention of the 11/10/63 teletype is found in any of the articles... 

        

No nantion of this matter can be found in. the Warren 
Comnission Report or its supporting volumes. Wone of the -~ = gee 

pertinent names are indexed and a review of pertinent portions - ., 

of the Report and the testimony of author Mark Lane fails to 2: 

reveal any reference to the makbew en | tne Foe bey ot ouput hh 

  

Shee oF The Atlanta and New Orleans Offices have been code 

instructed to review their files to determine if any reference’ 

4s made in communications to New Orleans in this matter to Che 

11/10/63 Miami teletypes .°.: beter OM, oan ‘ nee ‘ 

_ ¢ - As indicated above it has been ‘determined that oo 

information regarding the Qu” pmatter was furnished to the: 2th 

tNew Orleans Office in 1964 and ‘tialter might have had access to 200s: 4 

. it prior to his resignation in 1966. It has not yet been ..’ mt 

.1°. |determined, how he learned of the 11/10/63 Miami teletype since (3.7! ° 
pene 

~- 

it is not ment Loned in any of the material Eavigued thus far. Ser ty 2 
te sae 5 ‘ 

     
     

a “a 

Acre oes 
“ 

aoe DCTIONs ‘enerel Investigative Division will report ‘the results| a 

et! of the records checks being conducted by the Atlanta and -'s.°-: aoe 

ee New Orleans Offices and continue record reviews to determine is ie 

facts, reference {8 made to the 11/10/63 Miami eeleripe in any. - 

Leen communication going to New Orleans.’ :,. yy eet eee 

ppp VES 
of? ahaha a? ‘ ~ 77 
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