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i e Memphis Airtel to Burcau 11/5/68. ESﬁé
4 ' 2
i sincloscd herewith for the Burecau : § \l}
j1 of LIN! regarding information furnished by one SRR
.} to bepartmental Attorney J, HAROLD FLANNERY reg N
: possible conspiracy in this matter. ' ﬁ‘i"\‘d
Nofav v
For the information of the Burcau, tnhe following T
is a briel resume cof activity that occurred in Laemphis, e
Tennessce, which resulted in Martin Luther King's aopearwices :n - Y
Mempals during March and April 1968, '
-‘ -—
Ol] 11/'1//68, _jg ..a':;"v'_ 1-»'_‘;’:_::_-_' .',";‘f'-'i;' s L . ‘i;-"'}‘-‘f.}i.r_;.:~ S ...
: who hLas .been most active .in support ol Lie Nepro civil o TRTRa //
movement in Memphis in recent yecars, advised that a2 strike i Vo
-, 0l the Memphis sanitation workers, most of whcem arc -of the e A
! MNegro race, commenced in Memphis 2/12/68. The strile was gt /
initialed by Local 1733, American Federation of State, County; - d
and t!lunicipal Uuployeces (AFSCME). It started as a leggitinate |
labor dispute, but scon developed into n political power
strugsle in the city of Mcemphis, . -
0w This inlormant explained that WILLIANM B, INGUAG,
]2 former Mayor of dMemphis until January 1968, had veen deteated ‘

o | e in the November 1957 city clection when he ran for re-election f
™ for Mayor against the present Mayor, HENRY LOEB., This ind g
> becen a bitterly fourht election in which 1NGRAM had the support
B2 of apprux1matcl{ 0% of the Negro clectorate, who had categorascq i

fHLE LOFB as a symbyliof scgregation., Beginning in late February,
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1968, and continuing until the settlement oi the strike in
Mid-April, 1968, the political supporters. of INGRAM joined

the Union in support of the strike and in opposition to LOLB,
This support stemmed from diverse Negro groups led by CURNELIA
CRENSHAW, Mrs. TARLESE MATHEWS, a barber, 0. VW, PICKETT, Negro
realtor, and a group of Negro ministers. The ministers developed
an organization for this purpose known as Community on the Move
for Equality (COME). Included in the group werc such leaders

as Reverend EZEKIEL BELL, Pastor, Parkway Gardens Presbytcrian
Church, Reverend JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR., SAMUEL B. KYLES,
Pastor, MNonumental Baptist Church, and Memphis Convener of tho
Soutlicrn Christian Leadewship Cunference (SCLC), Revercad H.
ALPIT JACKSON, - AMi3 Church, who is Director, ilinimum Salary Office,
and Reverend MALCOLM D, BLACKBURN, Pastor of the Claiborne
Temple, AME Church, 230 Hlernando. All sanitation strike narches
supporting the strike originated from Claiborne Tcmple, located
at 280 Hernando, Memphis.. All the above-mentioned individuals,
with the exception of BLACKBURN, are Negroes and all had strongly
opposed LOEB and had supported INGRAM in the November, 1067,

city clection. Reverend LAWSON, who had been Direcctor of the
non-violent tactics for SCLC, and Revercnd KYLES were later
influential in bringing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, Head ol SCLC,

to Momphis on Maveh 28, 1968, and again on 4/3-d4/069,

This source advised that as the stril.o developed,
it became more and more apparent that the strike was a combined
political and racial issue, nurtured, stimulated, and organized
by political opponents of Memphis Mayor HENRY LOEB and supporters
of lormer Mayor WILLIAM B, INGRAM. This was the group which so
deenly involved SCLC in the strike, culminating in the 4/4,G:
fatal shoecting oi MARTIN LUTHER KING, JIt.

= .

& Ivess-Seimitar”

&y 'Commercial Appeal”
who were contacted i.y

Ol

Wb

she stated that she has cohabited with S e L
for approxingtel 1, months in the recent past, and tinite dub i
this period 'S been conducting an independent investiga-
tion concerning the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in an
efbrt to substantiate his theories that possibly the Mafia and
the Memphis Police Department are involved.

reporter, anc
report
SA W

L

wing cenfidential

On 11/20/G8,

mi‘urnished the follio
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Re: James Earil Ray

She statca claimed he is divorced Lrom his
wife: however, he has been unable to display a divorce decree
to her., She asserted that hc night of 11/19,68, she was
in telephepic contact with and during the conversation
with hin he oo had the .25 caliber pistol
belonging and that he intended to commit suicide
1 BE: tated that although she has been acquainted
for a period ot time she was unable to state whether
the remark concerning suicide in Jest or whether he

Wils scerious.,
The information furnished by shou {d
not bLe dissemivatod to the 3. Departmeut ol Justice, due to
* . . . , .
the fact that Turmshed this information in

contidenge sa =y S T ne Department releascs anv 1 forna-
tion to ﬁoncerning the remarks about Suicide h:ould
be in a posilion to immediately ascertain the source ol che ,

information,

.If the intormation furnished hy 2
as contained i1n the enclosed LIIM, is accurate, 1+ OLVINUG,

Since T, HAROLD FLAINERY was ‘presant during the interview of
b_\'h tiat FLANNERY vas in a position to know tnat Lo

lniorEieltn cencon Lilg an! originaled wit:
and not with In view o this, " ITis belicved thal 1ic
memorandum prep.uarae by FLANNERY wz3 not an accurate resune of
information he had gathered frr g 2 td Lthe information he
gathered in the presence or S rom other individuals, and
this has rosulted in consideriple vasted elrort vil the part or

ﬁnu to ascuvtain the veracity of intormation furrished by

No further investigation is being condicted By the
Division in regard to the information furnished by
B Departmental Attorney J. HAROLD FLANNERY,

who, as ol ‘i U/ LB, was a self-admitted e e
BN Momphis, vhe voln teered infouiin [HS)
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UNITE. TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST E
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION

'~ Memphis, Tennessee - ' ;
Reply, Ploase R : ’ , !
;:,.;vpf , s November 21, 1968

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, Aka.;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Mr. J, Harold Flannery of the U, S, Department of Justice,
has prepared a memorandum re i interviews on June 12, 1968,
and August 22, 1968, with ‘ of Greenville, Missis-

. Sippi, a contract writ maghzine. In this memorandum,
: mlleges that
merville, Tennc ¢, h

5 a Negro civil rights activist

overheard part of a telephone
conversation at the Scott Street Produce Market in which the
Speaker allegedly made reference to where an individual should
be shot and as to where the individual doing the shooting should
go to collect his money. :

- |

: MWas interviewed on two occasions by ;
Special Agents © Memphis FBI Division, and the results of : ;
these interviews are set out as follows: ‘
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Date __4/11/68
1 . X ’ -

Somerville, Tennessce, was
lotel 2is, Teanecse. i

Mre.

ainian sielavions, Qnd Aviorney .
stated that he had some t
iaiormation ac wisihicd CO -1 il concerning the shooting of . ,
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - 20 ' !
' —ndvised that on the afternoon of
April 4, 1938, he traveled from Somerville, Teanessce, to
.icmphis, Tennessec, to pick up his supplies for hLi :
store.. Igc _advi Lb2at be departed from the ;
Company, sMiemphis, "at appr ~
DM, e sai iraveled aircctly to the rFarmers Markes

located on Scott Sircet and after arriving puirciiased a sack S
cf potatces from a Negro man, name unknown, at the marke:.

Ze then went to the place where he normally buys his produce

and stated he does not know the name of this narticular firm
out said it was possibly the ;
fe said this business is operdacc by & ITUWCT0C, LCLVY Set Wil
aan, who weighs approximately 300 pounds and is of possible

Pderto Rican extraction and who cz2n be identificd because his
teeth cre set apart from each other. ated after

arriving at this company he walked up e tie aoor to the _
office and noticed <hat the hecavy set man was sitting at his

desk with his back to the door and talking on the telephone.

stated that the heavy scet man did no*: sce
him at that time. He stated he heard the keavy sct man say,
"Xill the-S.0.B. on the balcony and gof +iho ig donec. You
wvill zet your $5,000." "According to B s 1 white
main who is thin in build and who has a scar on ais righg
saw him abcut that time and asked him what he wanted.
replied that he was there o pick up some produce and t

"man told him to go on to the back and help himself.

. _said he weat back to the rear portion of
this office and shortly thereafter heard the telephong
“he phone was answered by the man with the scar, and

an _4/8/68 ot lemphis, Tennessce __File § __Yemphis 44-1vs7.

j

Date dictated 4/9/68
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said ko could not hear what this man said. Tho .. hca
handed the phone to the heavy set man, and usaid he
heard this man say, '"Don't come out here. Go to R Oxrlcans
and get your moncy. You know my brother.' 3 ¢ on=
"tinucd by advising that he bought his producce
to purchase *v icls of apples. He szaid he saw apples at
: = = @ but they referred him to another

S0 N o could get hig
clieves that he was only at [N
approximately ten mindtes an
between 4:45 p. M. and 5:15 p. M.

S continued by advising thod 9n9-0via

Py April 4, 19G8, he was at

at waich time the heavy set maan, the man with
vdC scar, and approximately taree otlher vhite men were in

2 group talking. EKe said he heard the heavy

Himrr"d said, "What do you think about Xing and his mess?"

old the heavy‘set man that he tended to his own

ousiness,

madvised that he arrived at his store in
Scmerville o R iFore; 215 P,M, e said immediately
thereafter ;

: elephonically advised him that
XING had becn sanot., Le sa d on the following day his wife
told him about the description of the person who possibly
saot LING, and he said according to this description the
individual was approximately 5°'6" tall. e said he saw +the
sketch which appeiared in the Commercial Appeal and . which
w23 supposed to be a likeness of tne unknown individual who
sa0t KING and when he compared the description$ furnished by
his wife from the paper and the sketch which 2ppey
r he thought of a person who.was employcd at 8
e sometime last summer,  He thinks

IR vy
3 al to the person who actually shot XING and
stated that this individual is a cross betwcen an Indian, a
Cuvan, or a llexican, According to§ i this person
has 2 very yellow complexion, has ANE ' on his neck,
and definitely gives the impression of being a uerto Rican
or & Cuban and definitely not an American, B 5
said, "This person is not 5 feet 6 like they said in
paper, but he is real tall. He is at least 5 feet 9."

e . fEC

Set nag say 23 . B
this time, "They ough% to shoot the S,0.B." madvised
that immcdiately after this theheavy set man wal oo or .




Aoy Sg°
.-

lso advised that the person who he thi

aks might be

identical to the person who shot XING weighs 140 pounds,
has a slender build, and is approximately 25 years old. e

could furnish no furiher description regarding th
any further information of value to idcqtify him,

tated that.he'discdssed

heard on the afterncon of April 4, 1968, with his

also discussed with his wife the possibility that
ideatity of the person who shot KING., He said he
to . tell any person otlhop 4i- i
it to anyone except

approximately 7:00 P,M, on April 7, 1968, '

is person or

what he had
wife and

he kncws the
was afraid

and did not mention
whom he advised at

B ™

’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 ’ Date 4/22/68

S s s ] Somerville,
Tennessee, was inticrviewed at his place of business, Somerville,
at which time he furnished the following information concerning
the shooting of Cr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR:

On the morning of April 4, 1968, at 8:00 a.m., he
traveled to Memphis, Tennessee, from Somerville to pick up his
supplies for his grocery store in Somerville. Before obtaining

these supplies he went to his brother's house re
tax returns to be filled out by his brother,
He called his wife at home at approximately n, a
time thereafter, at approximately 3:00 p.m., he departed his
brother's place of business to go to a '"chicken place' near the
Greyhound Station on Front Street to purchase some meat. He
arrived at the"chicken place"a little before 3:15 p.m. and
thereafter departed to go to Fineberg Meat Company, 2875 Starling
Road, Memphis, Tennessee, arriving there at approximately 3:45
p.m. He bought $72 worth of meat at this place and a white
female waited on him. He left Fineberg Meat Company at approxi-
mately 4:15 p.m. enroute to the Farmers Market located on Scott
Street and arrived there at approximately 4:25 to 4:30 p.m.
Upon arriving at the Farmers Market, he went to the east shed
to purchase a sack of potatoes from a Negro male, name unknown.
He put these potatoes in the bed of hjs truck and then proceeded
o el Memphis .

He stated that as he passed this door he heard a white
male yell, "Kill the son-of-a-bitch on the balcony" and, "I don't
care how you get ‘the job done, just get it done." At the time
be heard this remark he did not know just what it meant.

He stated i . is operated by a
large heavy-set white male who weig approximately 250-300
pounds, has straight hair, is approximately 6' tall, has gapped
teeth; was wearing a red sport shirt and sitting in an gffice 1ix.

e e,

Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
i - R

Date dictated — 4/22/68
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an office at this warehouse-type building at a desk with a
telephone and was facing into thc produce department area.
He stated this individual had dark skin and was
of Puerto Rican or some "foreign" extraction, i
stated he walked up to the door of this office and
the heavy set man was stting at the desk with his back to
the door talking on the telephone. This man did not notice
him, _ at the time.

_ At this time another individual whom he described
as a white male, clear skin, over 6' tall, 200 pounds, with
a hat on, wear1ng casual clot. : scar on the right
! to be another boss
oed him and asked him
# this man said, 'Go

wha . According
ahead and wait on yourself," g
went back to the rear portion ©
$16 worth of produce.

fatehouse and purchased

When he was coming out of this warehouse-type
building, he heard the telephone ring which was answered
by the man with the scar on his throat and he heard this
individual mumble something to the heavy set man but he
could not hear what this man had said. The man with the
Scar then handed the telephone to the heavy set man and he
heard the heavy set man say,'Go to New Orleans and get your
$5,000 and don't bring your ass near my place and don

tnogwledge the telephone call took place about 5#15 p.m,
Saladvised that he bought ty from a
== and then

Somerville at 6:15 p.m, and learned from&y
a friend of his, who telephonically advised [
had been shot. He stated that late that night, after talking

vith his vife and discussing the description of the person who

e

A

e 2

e

o e i,
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possibly shot KING, he figured the conversation he had heard
may have had something to do with the murder of Dr. KING.

stated that on the following day he saw
a sketch appearing in The Commercial Appcal which was supposed
to be a likeness of the unknown individual who shot KING and
he compared the description furnished by his wife from the

paper and the sketch which appeared in the news exr and
1cht 9 _be a person who was employecd *t’h
e sometine in the late fall or early winter

967. He stated this man, described as a light tanned

or Puerto Rican type ind1v1dua1 with long straight, coarse

black hair, "jungle rot" on his neck, slender build drop

shoulaﬂrg,white nale, 5'10" - 5'11", 160 pounds, not a day

over 25, as being identical with the individual who shot

KING, He stated this individual was a crcss between an Indian,

Cuban, and X apn _and he could possibly identify this individual

i e tated he h ividual for approximately

ST St peain the late fall

time at the

or early winter and hds o
produce company.

advised another reason for his suspicions
is that : jay. 3 ek before April 4, 1968, he was
S RO s e g M at which time the heavy set man,

the man With 5 him, "What do you think about

your buddy?" [@EEEEEREEaid he replied, "Who are you talking
about 2" 2t man then said, MARTIN LUTHER XIN
"h“h#replied‘ "I tend to my own business,'" EriE
stated cavy set ma en said, "Somebody ought to shoo

son -of-a-bitch." e ;
his truck, "I tend €8 my own business" and drove off i m
stated this was the first time the heavy set man had eveér s
to him regarding a racial matter.

heard on the-afternoon of April 4, 1968, with his wife and had
also discussed with his wife the possibility he knew the identity
of the individual who shot KING, ' , )

ol stated that on the morning of April 18 1968
00 a,m,, a beige, late model 1966 or 1967

Cadillac. vith a golden emblem on the front license place, license

plate not noticed drove into his driveway at B ot

BRI e e s S as  So st e el B it Caa e e ~ S

L L

a-[ e S 2 A

- *M‘mew@%mm-
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Tennessee, An 1ndiv1dua1,

. is_wife, wio approximately :
twelve years ago ran E s e in Somerville Tennessee,
and thereafter left to ‘ew Orleans, Louisiana, or that
vicinity. He stated this individual oper:utes ll-night

ﬁk stop in Louisiana at the junction oi

identified as &%

He further stated this individual has s
e property.

and his wife got out of the car to
fland stated they were '"glad to see

St e iey asked him questiornzad concerning
his itlnerary or that day and he told them he was going to
Memphis at approximately 4:00 p.m,

stated that@sked, "Are you putting
and then asked if the road behind the

still came out into 01ld }lia
dumb" and after a whilc
2 was lea -night or tono
968). Wil = :
threaten him in any way 2 was very sus
this incident with the telephone call at§
because the'white man shook my hand," Acco [

it is very uncommon for white men to shake black men's
his part of the country.

He stated L

h

stated he can tell when individuals are
wearing guns and stated many times in the past he has seen
pcople who appeared very suspicious to him and who, he thought,

were a threat to him-inasmuch as they stared at him and acted''funny.”

He advised he always looks at individuals to see whether or not
they are wearing holsters or sidearms or '"45's" in their
back pockets. Bpointed out that he always acted dumb
so that people % not give him a hard time when in reality he

" 1s actually very smart. .

as shown six photographs five of which were
randcm photographs of individuals who have bcen arrested in

~ . [C STARVO
eliminated the photographs of =
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photograph of ke the unknown individual he
had scen in @ g in the late fall or early
winter but s ¢ may oo short."

”did not desire to furnish a signed
statement regarding this individual stating he "did not want
to e in trouble'" if this should be the wrong person.
ﬂnoted certain similarities in this photograph, !
e hair style was the same, he had the same 'Jungle
rot" on his neck, and the prof11e was similar to that of the

sketch by the Comnmcrcial A ist in the n The
individual picked out by was bornd& 1943,
is 5'5"tall, weighs 152 pounds, medium buil rown hair,

brown eyes, and was last known to be residing in New Orleans,

Louisiana.,

mwas shown a photograph of JAMES EA R A
also known as TARVO GALT, who was identified to iy
as being the individual wanted
KING, At this poxnt e

: ua”, too, resembled the man he saw
in late fall or early winter, 1967. He

and there was S
to describe, W o
eliminated RA ee occasions and he thereafter stated he Just
"was not sure.”

During the interview withlss R
was known to be a Times Magazine repor er was taking photographs
of Agents interviewing B # and during the interview it was
felt that the distrg by this Times Magazine reporteg
necessitated moving] = 90 a more secluded spot so that an
effective and penetra ng interview with him could be accomplished.

was obtained

The following description of
through observation and interview:

- Race: uegro
- Sex: e
" DOB: ;
.. POB:

= S . ey - S L T M2 A —a e - = S e e e
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,.,.
N A
.8

ARt

Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Complexion:

Social Sccurity #:
Occupation: ‘

5'9"

178

Black

Gray

Ligzht brown
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As a result of the information furnihed by
lowing interviews were conducted by FBI Age
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* - the Memphis, Tennessee,area,
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-15-64) ; :
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1T Date __4/22/68

home addres
PALE, TCANCUSEC, was intervicwed at T
at which time he furnished the following

information:

On April 4, 1968, he arrived at work at approxi-
mately 5:30 a.m, and stayed on the job, with the exception
of lunch and possibly going to see one of his business
associates, until 6:00 p.m, :

mmvised that in his capacity as

he is conti y dealing with the public and business
associates over the telephone and, therefore, does not have an
exact recollection of just what transpired on that day. To
the best of his knowledge, he does not remember discussing
with anyone the possibility of shooting KING and emphatically
denied having any knowledge of the activity of the person
responsible for MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,'s death, )

q“ls shown a photograph of JA_L!ES_EARLBA_Y.’\:!EL
known:-as ERIC STARVO GALT, and failed to identify these
photographs as being identical with any individual he knew.

dvised it is not uncommon talk among co-workers
in and aroun e produce company and other individuals in the
Memphis area to discuss the pnents of KING while he was in

‘Some general remarks regardingwxﬂu:,'eSpecially since he felt
the curfew in the Memphis area during KING's stay at Memphis,

cost him approximately $40,000 to $50,000 in lost sales.,

@
qadvised that he receives and makes numerous
telephone ca and specifically denied any telephone call made
mentioning the shooting of Dr., KING or of any reference to KING,
He stated that he had no knowledge of the shooting of Dr. KING

while at work at the produce cmpany. '
S . )

o eyeas i
C e e

On _4/19/68 ot Memphis _Tennessee File # Xemphis 44-1987

" SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK &

by Date dictated 4/22/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
Yyour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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*dvised that he had been in New Orleans,
Louisiana, ju efore Christmas, 1967. He advise is
not unusual for him to travel in his capacity as
of a produce company to obtain various produce in
T ctions of the South, He left work at approximately

6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, and fecls cecrtain he hcard about

the death d MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., on his car radio :
although it is possible that if he stayed at work that day past
6:00 p.m. his sister or his wife may have telephonically con-
tacted bim as it is common for him to call these individuals
just prior to leaving work.“advised that he cannot be
specificeabout his actions april 4, 1968, inasmuch as he
. 1s caatinually on the go and is in constant contact with
various individuals, many of whom are business people who are
coming to him for the first time. .

He rciterated he may have made disparaging remarks
. about XING, both prior to the shooting and after the shooting
of KING, and stated he does not consider this to be uncommon.

The following description of—was obtained through
observation and interview: .

Name:
Race:
Sex:
008
POB:
Height:
Weight: 200
Hair: Sandy brown ,
Eyes: S Bluish gray :
Scars and marks: Scar on ri
Vehicle:

=

Taals

Military service: o O, 4 2,
. Weapons: - .. . Owns Browning Shotgun, Italian Mauser,
_ S and .22 automatic pistol

. Arrest record:

B e g e T S
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| * Date 4/23/68

e home address
ce, eaployed as S

814 Scott, Memphis, was rviewed at his
and he furnished the following information:

To the best of his knowledge, he was at his place
of business on April 4, 1968, and stated he did not recall
exactly what time he arrived but remcmbered leaving at any
time between 4:15 p.m. and 5:00 P.m, He called his wife at
home just prior to leaving and she could probably verify the

fact he arrived home sometime after 5:00 p.m,
mphatically denied having any knbwledge of

the idenm person responsible for Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.'s decath on April 4, 1968, He also gmphatically__.‘\_____ "
denied ever discussing with anyone the possibility of shooting =
KING although he admitted he had made the usual derogatory
remarks about KING's action in Memphis, Tennessee, and also
about the fact KING was partly responsible for the curfew imposed
on the city of Memphis resulting in loss of revenue by his
business establishment in the Memphis area. He advised he may -
have made statements to the effect that KING should be killed
although he does not recall any specific statements made by him
to this effect. He stated that because of the curfew, he
suffered approximately $40,000 in lost sales:at the produce
company. !

mtated he frequently makes trips to New Orleans,
Louisiana’, to g Strawberries and other prcduce and also because
meabers of his family reside in the New Orleans area, He stated
most of the co-workers, employees, and customers at his produce

company know of his travels to New Orleans inasmuch as Qe
frequently mentions his trips to New Orleans.

', qtated that regarding telephone calls allegedly
made by him or telephone calls to him on April 4, 1968, he ’
specifically denied receiving any call ghiere meption was made

of Dr. KING or of Dr. KING's shooting. Cictihrlstated most of
his ‘produce is purchased through telephone conversations and this

. A
Date dictated —4/22 /68

Thie document contains neither mmendiom nor coclusionc of the FBI. R is the property of the FBI and is Joaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside y{: agency. :
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inevitably involves talking about large sums of moncy over

the tclephone. He advised he did not receive any telephone
call on April 4, 1968, regarding KING and statcd he would

have remembered any conversation over the telephone or in
person which allegedly took place on April 4, 1968, involving
the death of KING, He further stated he would have no reason
for being involved in any action of this sort. '

i hdvised he frequently taunts various !

individuals rega¥ding racial matters and may have made
disparaging remarks to some of his customers involving
KING but reiterated he does not consider this uncommon
among various co-workers at his place of employncnt.,

madvised he has had no individual employed
recently in late fall or early winter at his produce company
fitting the description of the unknown individual described
as having long straight, coarse, black hair, "jungle rot" on
his neck, slender build, drop shoulders, tan complexion,
5'10"-5"'11", 160 pounds, and "not a day over 25" years of
"age., He always employs Negro males for help in the produce
department and any unidentified white male seen in or around
his produce ccmpany would most likely be a truck driver. or
an individual who had come to his establishment to purchase

produce. .
tated he left work between 4:15 p.m. and

5:00 p.m, ani watot arare of KING's death until after his

arrival at his home. He advised the first he heard of KING's
death was from his wife or from the news media which reported
it on television. .

: iiene s owas shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, also
known as ER VO GALT and he stated he had never se&n this
individual before. He was furnished other aliases used by RAY
and stated he had never heard any of these names used in his
presence., He then made a search of his records but could locate
no record on any individual by the name of JAMES EARL RAY, ERIC
STARVO GALT, HARVEY LOWVMEYER, or JOHN WILLARD as ever being

employed at his establishment,
. ) :

-

e

oy e -
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T Meiterated that he did not receive any telephone
call on April 4, 68, where mention was made of shooting KING or
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s

" any reference made to KING and stated he felt sure' he would
‘remember such a telephone conversation if it had, in fact,
taken place, o

' “dvised he has family members residing in
New Orleans, Louisiana, and identified these indiyiduals as
follows:

-Mother

\eW Orleans, Louisiana

Brothers : F
- >1des two housgs away from his

mothezy :

_qadvised an in lcdual who frequently is in and
around his establishment is NEEEEEEIEE w8 38 years of age, who
was formerly a Shelby County ice deputy.

The following description oﬂwas obtained

through observation and interview:

= Nane -
Race '
Sex

~DOR

- 2OoB -
Height':
Veight'

.. Eyes TR ' . Grayish blue

: " Hairg C e , Br owp

T - Vehicle . = . B

' Arrest record

16
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Date __4/22 /68

ST Sy

ouowing information:

The individuals operating LL & I Produce Company were
identified as and NI R described
as foll . : .

Race: Vhite

Sex: Male

Age: Approximately 35
Complexion: - Fair '
Characteristics: Pug nose, casual dresser
Eyes: - Blue

Height: 6'1"

‘Weight: 200

He describedﬂas follcws:

Race: . White

Sex: Male

Ccaplexion: . Dark .

Age: Approximately 40 T—
Build: Heavy .
Veight: 325-350

Height: 5'10"

Scars and marks: Scar on neck

Remarks: Neat dresser.

advised that
early and was not available for inte =
at that time in New Orleans, Louisiana, buying strawbe

the produce market. -
. m‘vas shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, also
known as ER ARVO GALT and he failed to identify this in-

dividual as anyone being in and around his place of business,

-.-".,' %

On___4/18/68 at Mcnphis, Tennessce File # Memphis 44-1987

SA ROE FITZPATRICK & _

Date dictated — 4/22/68

This document contains er recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, K is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed o\nsidely‘;ur agency.
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4/23/68

Date
e §
e g located and interviewed at his -
residence, I New Orleans, Louisiana, and advised
as follows!

He is currently retired and living. alone at this
. address. He formerly worked for a 17 year period with Viking
+ Truck Lines, but for medical reasons was forced to retire. He
Stated that he is a diabetic With a hext condition, For that
rcason he cannot do Strenuous laboxr. ]le Stated that he has
not -been in telephonic contact with his brother, in Memphis
in several years and the only member of his immediate anily
residioe 2o New Orleans who may have QSEiblN Looo tp +5:0h

L : ould have been is mother, T

at : s

'~

ile viewed a photograh. of JAMES EARL RAY stating
this individual looked familiar but he could noet identify it,

m lives some
1ppi Kiver,

5 : Ile stated that his brother
where on the West Bank of the Mississ
address unknown; however, his te
He stated that both his brother, -

. employed with trucking firms and have bcen sn Ccupioyced for
many years. (le stated no one in. his immediate family is employed

e produce business in New Orleans. Ife knowg that his brother
ﬁccas‘onally makes trips to the Hammond, Louisiana, area . .

o_puxchaﬁe'particularly'strawberrles but has no knowledge

of any other business contacts of his brother in New OrIans,

de stated he would have no knowledge of any disparaging remarks
made by his brother or any of his employees concerning KING or

v The fdllowing is a description gained through
observation and interview: : .

Name
Race -
Sex
Height .
Weight 300

Hair - Brown, bald on top

g e

who resides

6'. 4/22/68 , | New Orleans, Louisiana ., NO 157-10673
n "

TLC:mua _ pare dicrared _4/23/68

Th.h ;Iocum-nl co«;laln- nelther fecommendations noe Goncluslone of the FBI, It ts the pmp'olly of the FBI and Ls .loonod to

7ouv’cqor:cn il and ite contenle are mel 1o be disirtbuted oulnide Pour agancy,
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Occupation etired rornerly with Viking
Truck Linea
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4/23/68'

Date

iewed in
te home o hex zon advised

as follows:

/s . : L
Aoty 28 i e the widow ol and her maiden
. name wa‘s“She V¥as tora and railscd in ncmphis, Tennessee,

and is 71 years of age. She and her husband came to New Orleans
about 39 yoars ago and she has seven liviag children, of which
three sons and one daughter resi:= in New Orlcans, -

She statcd she saw her son- last Friday when he

3todped in to see her after a trip to the llammond, Louisiana,
ares Jor the purpcse orf purchasing strawcerricy for his produce
businezs, : :

Sae occasionally contacts him by telephone and in fact
¢alled kim a couple qf days after the KING assassination purely
out of coatern for the amily and to inquire as to the local
situation. '

She viswed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that it looked amiliar; tovecver, she ‘could not identify it
specifically. She zdvisc@ she has mo knowledge of the KING
assassination, other theam what she has read in the newspapers
and seen on television.

-

on'4/22/58 ot Ne¢® Orleans, Louisiana File # _NQ 157-20673
TLC:mah 4/23/68
ap. Date dictoted
r-3° ana
T'h‘t- .docum-nt cdntainé nelther rocommonduticns nor concluslons 6}1ho FBI. It s the property of the FB! and is leaned to

Your agency; It and ite conlonlssare fol to be distributed outalde your agency.
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Date

jcinity of his

cmploymont, %] Now Orleans,

and interviowea. owing .
information: ' : . P S "’—_—T
There 1s only one member of his immedi@te fami ~
that' is in the produce business and That is his Lr ther
ia llicmphis, Tenmessce. e has not t tomby telephonc "
in at least four years. He stated ﬂs tae oldest of the ’
albomd rosiding here I al

rothers and there are two other. |

ho resides at -
|
|

Just across the Mississippi River br

ge, and he_believes the
address is on Matador Drive. :

o

. de statad he was born ard raised in iemphis and his
- Zather was.in the prcduce business fox many years, but none of
the brothers ia Naw Orleans are in the produce busincss. He ,
- knows that EEEEEE-casionally 4ravels to flamaond, Louisiana, -
to purchase ierries but he knows of no otaer business . g
‘contacts of n the produce line ia New’ Orleans. . e

; fie examinad a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, -
and advised he has seen this individual in the ngwyspapers
and. television and has no knowledge oz the XING gssassination
" -other than that gained from the news media, ! ' ' g

w

he resides at B se=nd is mother,
Fesides alone at EEScatans b He stated
nowlgdge of any disparaging remarks made by
gorncerning  KING or the Negro element.

his brothes§

‘ . The following ‘is & description gained fromj&béervation -
and interview: ' . . ‘ ’

-

Name e
' Sex : - ulale
Race . © White
- 4/22/68 - - New Orleans, Louisiana -~ . NO 157-10673 '
On ° __ . 21 - F“G # . T
A g
2.Gimah Date dictated 4(?3/68

7
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Hoight ' i
veight o .
Birth data

" Hair
- Eyos
O¢cupation

Rosidence .
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‘Black, graying
. Blue ’ .
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Iouisiana,

he was iorh Soptenber 18,
: iC on and thrae

yecars, S been |
ing Company, New Orleans., f

telephone number
1936, in New Orlean
Orleans, he rarricd

2ughiers, Tor ihe

”tatcd that sometins just before <he MARTTY
LUTHER XING, Jx., dssassination, exact * alats ed, he

telephonicas ‘volie o his brother, n  lernphis,
Trunessee, ade this tel2phon2 ca irom hls nother's
resideace, oi this call was to borxow $200 from
kiz brothar. id not rake this call from his owny
residence, as vant his spouse to know about the loan,

His brother, (B » Wired him $200 in care of his
roiiner's resigy Orleans, :

. While on the telephon2 with his brother §&
invited him to visit him in ll2mphis, or to meo him 2
Springs, Arkarsas., advised that his brother s
follows the race hoxrs2S iikes to 0 to a rn
Springs, Arkansss, and bat horscs. (N T
Dis Soopiien - d Josos on the telepiong Wi
: : Sl does not recall the exact

X cwed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and
e e » Bind advised that he did not know either of
thcse inaividuadl¥ and he did not beliove that he had evor
Seen either of these individuals, - 5 .

. be wm
Aol B Ss it Bart me PSS .

-

on_ - 4/23/68 ot __New Orleans, Inulsiana g, 4 _NO_157-10673 - -

4/23/68

Date diqmred

Thlb.docuncnl €onlaline nelther fecommendations nor conclualons of the FBI, It e the pfoporly ol the FB! ond ls Joon 1d 1o \
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RE: Jameé Earl Ray

- - S ——meee
S

Investigation by both 'lemphis and New Orlcans has
failed to associate any ot the mith the Mafia - La
Cosa Nostra, or to Carlos Marce

M,

Flanner memorandum tatles
B and el B Aka ., @i nd
rolcssiona g S are alSo i1uvolve this

claims that

s R allegedly met James
Larl Ray a lon Service

cation_in _cmphis the day of or
the night before the shooting and qhas becen saying
he works for mand is responsinie for "getting"
James Iarl Ray ccordiig to onc of New Orleans

T Y S C
informants, James Earl Ray was secn a! ov |i->|' yed at the

Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days before the
shooting.

l1so refers to an individual by the pame

who 15 1Interviewed by both Flannery and qand
made a staten to the effect that according to

& 5 SRRt a Llon Service Station

In connection with j ; ion contained in the
foregoing paragraph, SREEEEREE. " e et E ¥a S
interviewed on November , 19638. His comments are set forth
as follows:

24w
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

11/21/68 -

Date

Memphis,

Tennessece, wved at his

blace ot employment, g ; el
_\venue, Memphis, Tennessce, Telephond (o
4s apprised of the identities of interviewing Spccia Agents

ot the FBI, furnished the following information:

adviscd that he is familiar wit
Ry whom he met through
y after the death or 1}

arti .acr King,
to an

known as Nick Flannery, who's he was from the
dvised that

Justice Departmec: Washington, D, C i
ox‘iginall;ﬁhad asked
mation froem NCgroes in the Memphi$§ i y concerpy

he was introduced in August, 1968,
tated

O ascertain infor-

ot he
death of Martin Luther King, Jr., but then asked“to
obtain any information concerning the death of Martin Luther
King, Jr., with the ossibility that the "Mafia' was connected
hdvised that he made no attempt to

with King's death.
ascertain. any information concerning the Mafia and the death

of -Martin Luther King, Jr.

h

lle stated that when he met Flannery, he repeated to
Flannery e wha t mhnd previously told him, namely
that& met Wilh'James Earl Ray at a Lion Service
Station on the day before the death of Mart:pg Luther King. He
stated that this information came from“ and was_in no wa
information he developed on his own. He Stated that “

is known te him as a cosmetics Salesman in the Memphis arca
. v

and is known to ink frequently j ambiOUn:cc, wWhich -
e ding to S ownecd by @&
is a former schoolmate

states
usinessman in the
is a nepnew of S
Memphis businessman . 1 e o
48 a worker on a_tug bhoat on the Mi¥ 1S51pp1 River.,
neither @& : S a professional
killer, e employed in

5 s wn to him a
AR T ] 'S ci.‘!!llllii"r
the Memphls‘ar and his only dssociation With them has been

‘bn'11/19/68 at _Memphis, Tennessee File # _Memphis 44-1987

REF;:BN. Date dictated —11/20/68

This document cont.ninn neither recommendationa nop concluni.ono of the FBI. It is Lhe property of the FBI nnd is looned to
your agency; it and its contents are nol to be distributed outside gour agency.
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]

1

) —
through the Club Caesar, which is owned by —_~ o
i scd ’thaL*ianircd abou t (.
who is known to Eeraels 0 possiDIC segregationist i1n the Memphis

area. g 1s of the opinion that if a car was

uscd 0 to Millington, as described by the news media, then

s the logical person, although no reason was given by
!l'!l!

or this. Hsaid was of the opinion that if
another white Mustding was use ssist the killer of King in

escaping the Memphis area, as referred to by the ncws media
concerning the CB radio broadcast, then he considered

to be the logical person to have a private airplane wailirn
Millington. ' '

qfurther stated that -is of the opinion
that officers Who were suspended for alieged police brutality
within the past year are involved in the slaying ot Dr. Martin

Luther King. According to—docs not give any

basis for this.

' Ptold that he has contact with the Mafia
in New Orleans, New York, and Philadelphia, although he named

only one individual, one-or -pas his contact with the

Mafia in New Orleans. -

[ .

’'stated he has had numerous casual meetings with

nd during this period Phas voluntecred certain
information of his personal 1lilfc LO S including facts

h1s wife's illness, Aen-

regarding the tragic death of S\ [c., Vhile voluntcering
intformation to #regardin

tioned that his wiie had become addicted to the use of narcotics

_cooncrated with Federal
SH0E ad asked

rom

during her illness and in this regn
Nrur Admninistration Supervisor {E®
dto ascertain information rcy

Qdescribed as_being unreliable and as
attributing false information to which information was

actually rumored by Accordl to s by

originating these rumors in different areas in ) mphis, is .
able to get a '"play back" from various sources, which he uses
as a means of lending credence to his stories. '

g s

INg narcotics

-26- -
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: dvised he could furnish no information~concerning
any conspiracy in the death ot Martin Luther King, Jr. He said

he knows ot no individuals involved with James Earl Ray in the
death of Martin Luther King, Jr

. - - [t P S,

-27- K
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- Re: James Earl Ray

With regard to the allegation that Ray resided at
the Pontotoc llotel in Memphis approximately thrce days prior
to the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr., a complcte review
of the records of the Pontotoc Hotel, 69 West Pontotoc Street,
Memphis, on 11/18/68 for the period March 23 through April 8,

1968, failed to recveal any information concerning Ra under
his true name or knov iascs.
Pontotoc Hotel,*has 27 slecping rooms at he

Pontotoc Hotel, and that approximately 21 or 22 of these
rooms are occupied by more or less permanent residents. He
claims he himself resides at thehotel and he is positive
~that Ray never resided at this hotel during the past eleven
years,

Acc
claims that a Qg o B e %
Memphis, was advi by a ranking ollicer 1in the | RIIWES
Police Department (Captain or above) not to 80 near Dr., King
because something was going to happen to him.

's memorandum

Reverend J Mlemphis,

vas_interviewed by Agents of the FLUI on 11/18/68. Reverend
dclaims that he has known-. a contract

reporter for "Time" magazine, since approsiidtely April, 1968,
and has had frequent copt with him since that date. o
claims that, in fact, t the present time maintains a
room at esidence,

With regard to the information
to Reverent:
exact words he has used in di
statement attributed to him by
out of context and is inaccurate,

m refused to state whether he had any dis-
cussion with any Memphis police officer concerning Martin

Luther King, Jr.; however, he admitted that he has had many

conversations with ranking police officers ot th Memphiswh_
- Police Department in the past six years, ﬁadmitted — -

attributes
stated thal (hose are not the

iussi ﬁis with (N and the

has becn taken completely

28
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Re: James Earl Ray

that he currently does hold a grudge against the Memphis
Police Department due to the fact that he is not satisfied
with the manner in which certain officers of the Police
Department have handled complaints he has made to the
Department in the past. ;

as becing

‘ Reverend mdcscribcs m
an alcoholic who is cCurron ly expericncuing marital diffi-

culties, By "alcoholic", Revercnd HH g tated he

means that he has observed i comiience drinking
alcoholic beverages, namely wine and hard liquor, as early
as 8 o'clock in the morning and to continue to consume these
alcoholic beverages throughout the day'and into the night.

According to the memorandum of lir. Flannery,q
claims that shortly after the killing a bartender overhear
Some !lemphis policemen say there had becn a "slip up" and
that the assassination was originally scheduled to take place

after the march for which Dr. King had returned to Memphis,

’ Sincc-was ceither unwilling or unable to
identify the bartender, the Memphis Office ot the FBI has
been unable to conduct any investigation to determine the
veracity of this allegation; however, a review of the records
of the Memphis Police Department and the Memphis FBI Office
has failed to reveal any information to indicate that such an
incidentwas ever reported to these respective law enforcement
agencies.

According to Mr. Flannery's membrandum,

refers to a civilian having been observed lying in the back

of'a police car immediately after the shooting and near
Mulberry and Huling. Ife got out of the police car, into
another car, and was driven away,

In this regard, the records of the Memphis Police
Departmeqt reveal the following:

cEme s le e NS e - LT L

At 6:55 SSE R g
white male, and (RN a white male,
arrested at Second Street and” ance,: by otficers assigned to
Police Tactical Unig.#14, - inasmuch as..they.refused.to give the

. o * 1. .. - = . S - » . [ T . (AT . . .
AR NG LG LGl ane ehrnge 3ndde Lden L A % TRV 4
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Re: James Earl Ray

officers any reason for being in the area of the Lorraine
Motel at the time of the shooting of Reverend King. According
to the arresting officers, these two individuals were placed
in a marked patrol car, questioned, and then transferrcd to
an unmarked police car for transportatio o _Ccntral Police
Illeadquarters. According to Inspector , ilemph is
Police Department, the handling of these prisoncrs was
standard operating procedure and most persons arrcsted by
tactical units during disturbances during this period were
transported to HHeadquarters in unmarked cars, one arrestee
to a car. ' :

According te Mr. Flannery's memorandum, q :
claims that an unidentified Negro policeman was remove om
his assignment at the Fire Station at about 5 p.m. on the

day of the assassination. - identifies this policeman
as‘.llll!llll’ll' .

malso states that two Negro firemen were
moved frdi The station a day or two before the shooting. One
ot them had reportedly told friends that two or three days
before Dr. King was shot a telegcope or binoculars had been
set up on a tripod in the Fire Station and focused on the
Lorraine Motel balcony. According to this memorandum, q
in August advised Flannery that one fireman left. tne Departmen
or was suspended, dortly after the shooting, and that he had
been unable to locate either of them.

In this regard, Inspector =y Intclligence
Unit, llemphis Police Department 3 /18/68, that

on 4/3/G8 he assigned Detectivc® SR shnd Patrolman

Negro officers, both o e assigned to

ne inspection Division of the Memphis DPolice Department, to
a security detail at the Memphis Fire Station, Ingine House 72,
located at Butler and Main Streets., This location is apjroxi-
mately one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders,"
local Black Power group at Memphis, A number of the "Invaders"
vere rooming at the Lorraine Motel at this time. These two
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a
room at the rear of the fire station, with a view that included

. T




*Re: James Earl Ray

the room'later occupied by the Reverend Martin Luthax King,

_Jr.

A In connection with this assi ment, and prior to

the time Officers and physically proccecded

to this assigned location, . it was determined by the Intelligence
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman
stationed at the Fire Station and named ad
taken an active part in demonstrations by the stry 1ng Sanita-
ton workers in February and March, 1968, and had becen closely
associated with black militants connected with the strike. 1In
order to insure security for Officers mnd q .
and to insure that no information regarding Che llemphis Dol ice
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abrcast of the
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants
in llemphis, the Chiet of the dMemphis Fire Department was re-
quested to temporarily transfer Fireman o another fire
station. This was doneon 4/3/68.

In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fircman D i
was routinely assigned from [Fire Station #2 to Fire ation #
due to a manpower shortage at Fire Station #31,

: On 11/18/6G8, § o advised that by
letter dated 5/18/68, Fircman @k gwcsigned from the Memphis
Fire: Dpepartment after thirteen ycars of sy ic jving as
his reason fcr leaving "Personal Reasons." i : =
advised it is his understanding that 1as Dhecome an
active worker with the NAACP at Menphls suvsecquent to his
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department.

. At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/G8, Lt. m
of the Intelligence Unit ot ¢t @elnPhis Police Departicnc,

instructions from Inspectos )rocecded to Fire Engine .
liouse #2 and removed cctive @ g from this station,
leaving Officer @@ t this The reason for the
removal of Office e ® was due to the receipt of a telephone
call _on the morning of 4/4/68 by (N S 2
for Senator McClellan's Senatle ng Conl ce,
washington, D, C,, to the effect that information had been
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.Ré: James Earl Ray

reccived by the Committece that a Negro detective on the
Memphis Police Department was to be killed.

activities in
attending mcetings of the striking sanilation workers in

February and March 19G8, been threatened on

ha

Scveral occasions. Insptmthcrcforo belicved the
telcephone call received by the ‘cClellan Committee was
another thr dirccted against F He therefore
ordered removed from his lookout post at Engine
llouse #2 ilor Wn protcction. A police guard of
two officers was assigned to and his family as a
result of this threat, * _ '

Due to Dectective

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police Ioparte-
ment radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to recf ect
any transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering to
move from his observation post and, in fact, it has becn
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the
Police officers at this observation post with which to receive
radio transmissions. ‘ :

According to this memorandum,
thing to- the cffect that BB s i e e i e

of the Memphis Police Department telephonically contacted the
"Lorraine Motel regarding stationing detectives at the motel.

mentions some-

In this regard, S advised that he
does not recall talking to anymaid at the Lorraine llotel
.on 4/4/68; however, he stated he nad been in tclephonic
SILLASL ol 2 number ot occasions with
SRR SR e R regarding the identiiy of certain indi-
viduals registered at the Motel. '

It has been determined from the iemnhig Paljce Denart-
ment that on the morning of 4/3/68, emphis
ordered ot the Department

to send a detail of men to the Mlemphis Metropolitan Airport

to offer Security to the Revercend Martin Luher Xing, Jr., and

his party. Police records reflect that Inspector : 5
ioffered the services of the police detail to
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_ Who was acting as chauffour foe Martig—— —
uther king. 7 Mrs, Mathews advised Lt, S =

~Memphis Police Department, who is an officcr 1n Lhis do a1l
that they had not asked for police to be assigned to protect
Dr. King, and did not desire a police c¢scort. In addition,

members ot King's party refused to tell the police dotail

where they planned to stay or their itinerary while in

Memphis, Inspector whi le offering the services of

the Memphis Police Depaltiitnt to Dr. King for Sccurity,

escoy and protection purposes, was advised by the Reverend

an associate or King, that no assistance was

¢ésircd and that they had not fully made up their minds where -

they were going with Reverend KING after they left the Memphis
Metropolitan Airport, ‘

At approximately 1:30 a.m., on 4/5/68,“

F a member of the Southern Christian Leadeoro e :

onference (SCLC) Strategy Committce, advised (R eE
of the Memphis Police Department that this SCL Sirateg

Committee had considered asking for police protection for

" the. Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.; however, the Committee

had decided against this,

According to Mr. Flannery's memorandum,q
stated that a little Negro boy allegedly heard a shot an
Saw a man jump up from the bushes behind the rooming house
(below the window area from which the shot i5 thought to have
been fired) and run off, According tohthe little boy
has becen identitied and interviewed by Bureau gents and the
Memphis Police Department.

In this regard, a revicw of the records ot the
lemphis Police Department and the lMemphis IBI Office has
failed to reveal any information to indicate that any officers
ot these respective law enforcement agencies interviewed a
young Negro boy who is allegedly the contributor ot the above
information by In this reprard, on 11/15/68, Source One
and Source Two bo vised that G e a '"Time' magazine
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reporter, had gone throughout the Memphis area immediately
following the King slaying, and was overheard asking leading
qQuestions of Negroes, namely, "You think it's possible that

'@ police officer could have killed Martin Luther King, Jr.?"
According to thesec Sources, as a result ot this, practically

the entire Memphis Negro community has given vent to the rumor
that a police officer had killed King. The sources claim this
rumor has embittered a very large segment of the Negro community’
and has caused widespread distrust by Negroes against all law
enforcement officers and has caused a serious community cleavage
betwcen the Police and the Negro community,

In view of the fact that numerous allegations have been
made, either by“ or his alleped sources, stating
involvement of Mcmphis pbolice officers in the dssassination of
Dr. King, Frank Holloman, Director of Fire & Police, was
contacted. Holloman advised that shortly after the assassination
of Dr. King he received information that a representative of
- "Time" magazine was circulating in thd Negro community and -
asking questions of the Negro residents. jlis sources informed
him that the general tenor of the questions being asked was to
the effect that it was conceivable that the slemphis Police
Department was involved in the assassination of Dy, King,

Director Holloman advised that later he learned the revorted
- "Time" representative was an individual by the name orh
- He subsequently had an appointment with h '

Director Ilolloman said at this time he informed
that he had received certain information indicating that
had, by his questions, created the inference in the Negro
community that it was possible the iMemphis Police Department
was involved in the assngsi ation of Dr King.. Director liolloman
advised that he told hat ii“wrote a story
based on rumors and misstatements ol acl5 such as he was
collecting rggarding the involvement of the Memphis Police

Department, Director Holloman would institute a civil suit
agajnst him
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Re:  James

Farl Ray

Director Illolloman stated that after his

discussion with has not again called at

his office

for any 1niormation, nor has any story appcarcd,

This document conta'ins neither recommendations
nor conclusions oi the I'BI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loancd to your agency; it

and its contents are not to be d1str1buted
outside your agency.
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1

BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (Bop),

Also known as Black Organizing Power,

Afro-American Brotherhood, )

Black Student‘Association,

."Invaders, . :

LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chaptor of the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP),

City Organizers

On April 18, 1968, a third source advised that a black
power group in Memphlris which has been in existence for scveral
months has until recently been known as Black Organizing Power.
It is now known as Black Organizing Project (BOP), also known as 1
Black Organizing Power, with five cells or parts, known as l
(1) Afro-American Brotherhood (AAD), primarily consisting
of Owen College students; (2) Black Student Association (BsA),
primarily consisting ot Memphis State University (MSU) Negro
students; (3) LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter ot the NAACP,
consisting of LelMoyne College students; (4) the Invaders,
consisting mostly of high school dropouts; and (5) the City
Organizers, comprised of young adults,

. .AAB3 has about 12 members; BSA has about 20 members '
the Invaders has about 15 members; the LeMoyne group has about
20 members; and the City Organizers has about 20 members,

Source three advised that the BOp attempts to create™— _
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the
teaching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and
obtain more employment for young Negroes.

The Executiv Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne
Cabbage. ‘ .

On Iebruary 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage
personally acknowledge being leader of BOP, claiming he
is the impetus of black powver in Memphis, Tennessee, and
that BOP's purpose is to stimulate in the young Negrocs a
sense of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness,
.He said his group follows the teachings of Student Nonviolent

_ APPENDIX
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Coordinating Committce (SNCC) 1leaders II, Rap Brown and
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily exist

as a formal SNCC unit. CABBAGE further admitted he had made
statements such as "Memphis should be burned" and "Memphis
Should have a good race riot," but claimed he did not mean
these statements literally, merely cendeavoring to shock the
community into doing something to help the black race,

On February - 27, 1968, a- fourth source advised
that at a public mceting on Iebruary 26, 1968, the EBOP

‘Chairman John. Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "We've

got to do some fighting," and "You'd better get some guns, ..
You're going to need them before this is over. You can't pray
your way out." ' )

On June G, 1968, the fow th source advised that ROP
primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking
for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race
and capitalistic economic system and advocating and predicting

‘violence by blacks. The over-all plan of LOP, according to

source four, is to scare the Memphis community lecaders, both.
bIack and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as
a form of subtle blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial
violence. Source four said that BOP is more interested in

- publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless

&

preaching violence in an effort to.scare the community,

APPENDIX
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', FD-323 (Rev. 11-20881)

UNITED STATES Dk "MENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU VESTIGATION

Yemphis, Tennossee

In Reply, Plcase Refer to .November 21, 1268

File Nos

Title James Earl Yay, Aka,;
Dr. Martin Luther King, victim

Character (Ciyil Rights - Conspiracy

Reference  Momorandum dated flovenbor 21, 1088,
and captioned ns nbove,

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past. '

This document contalins neitler recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI., It (s the property
of the FBI and I8 lean«d to your agency; it and iis contents are not o be distributed outs.ds
s your agency. . '




