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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to .
File Ne, Atlanta, Georgia
' July 5, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY; ,
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM
o . CIVIL RIGHTS

¥

&
Ry Raymond Curtis submitted a letter to Mr, Charles
L. |Sanders, Ebony Magazine, which letter is as follows: Lhe
+letter was semi.literate and the following is not a dircct
quotntion -but scts forth the cssentials:
"Mr. Charles L, Sanders.

A )

"Dear Mr, Sanders: 'f;k’/

"I thank you for your answer to my letter. I
think that details I give you in this letter will be
of help to you, ) ’

"Well, Sir, I have written a story. No one but
myself has read it but me. At this time I know that it
will have to Le re-wrote for I am not a writing it as
bad as 1t is. :

"It all about the crime I did and'about a crime

I did in 1954 with James Earl Ray and about the 13 years .

of prison pal and everything we talk about. Abcut thing
and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing
Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for
three years, And we talked to the man from Mississippi
that knew all about the KK businessman association that
was to put up the money to kill King. I also know the
men from Mississippi,
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JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

"In that three year we made maps just had to find
the right place to kill King. Well I have made the maps
over myself, They are with the story also,

"And just where we would go after we killed
King so yes when we talk about it I was to be in on
it. But I was not, The story has it all in it. All
the big thing and the little one also, And what Ray
like and what he did not like, This story could get
me killed. I know that. That is why I won't send
the story by mail. I know that this is getting to be
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the
story 0.K. If not just let me know, 0.K. That way
I won't talk to men about it,

"Mr., Sanders there are men in five states that is
behind the King killing and they don't know what I
know, But James Earl Ray did not, Now that they have
Ray Tenn, will trial him if they get him back.

"Well, they want me to testify. Well, I just
don't know yet what I will do.

"You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what
I have to the news, That no much., Or I could not
say everything. And I did not tell the FBI. Well,
this is not a book. I am just trying to tell you what
_you ask of me in your letter,

"If you have a man or have someone down this way,
1f you will have them stop by the jail I will let them
read the story and you can go from there. O.K.
"I thank you again,
"I will be ldoking to hear from you soon,
/8/ "Raymond Curtis
"I am still in the Dalton County Jail,"
On July 3, 1968, CURTIS was interviewed at the
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, and furnished
the following information:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

bare. July 5, 1968

RAYHOHD CURTIS was contnctgd at the Vhitfield

. and Hle was furnished

a rlrnts and waiver of rights foin whicn he read, indicated

understood, but refused to sign, He was advised that he

was being 1ntnrv1o 7¢d concerning statements he mnade in a
letter he had mailed to Mr. SANDERS of Lbony tlagazine.

CURTIS stated I» was merely trying to sell a story

to Ehony for approximately $5,000 to help his wother pay
off a mortzage on ler hone, She had obtained this mortcage
as a result of paying attorney's fees for the defense oi
CURTIS at a previous trial,

CURT1S stated that he and JAMES EARL EAY pﬂ;tlclr" sed

in a burglary in Joliet, I1linois, in October or ovember, 19a1
It was pointed out to CUkTIS that cnrtﬂlu statoemants made

by hkina in his letter to Lbony !lagazine could possibly involve
him in a conspiracy with Jxl,S LP 2L RAY in conneccticen with

~ the murder of Dr, MARTIN LUI: {IliG, JR, CURTIS then stnted
" he wished to go on record as to the stauc :eats nage in Liis
letter to ilr. SAIDERS lle categorically denied the follering

stateuwents which were ip his letter to Fbony lasazinc:

1) That he and JALE S ZARL RAY participated in a crine in 1954;
2) That RAY wanted the job of killing KING;.
3) That he and RAY talled about hilll1" RTHG for three years;
4) That heand RAY talked to the man from Mississipni that
" knew all about the !Z{ Businessmen's . soc1a»ion vihiich
Association was to put up the noney ‘o kill XIIG;
5) That he knew the men from HISuiOSIDpi
6) That for thrce years he and MY made maps 2ust to find
: the right piaco to kill XING and that he made the mans
over himqelf'
7) That he and DAY knew JUot where they would go after the
killinz of RING;
8). That he was to bo in on the killing of XIiG;
9) That thera arc men in five states who are beinind the k1111n¢
- o%—KiHG-and-%hese—men—do~no$—know-xhaw—ho-(CU&T b)—knowa-—-——
) -' ‘ = 3 -
” 7/3/638 " Dalton, Georgia AT 44-2336 "
On at ‘ File 2 L
o 5/68
by. td1h Date dictated 7/5/68 —
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During this interview CURTIS drew two mdps

setting out how he thouczht RAY would stalk KING, This map

indicated the following towns wherc he said KING made most

of. his speeches: Atlanta, Georgia; Little Poclk, Arkansas;

Birmingham, Mobile, and Selma, Alabama; Jackson, Vicksburg,
and lMarks, Mississippi, @

CURTIS further advised that there was a man living
on a houseboat in Vicksburg, dilssissippi, on the ilississippi -

River whose name he would not divulge who was to take RAY down

the River on his boat to tlew Orleans after the killing,
CURTIS further advised that in the past he had pulied several
burglaries and armed rokbaries in towas along the llississippi
River arnd while police were looiirgz for him on thre highviay

he would be on a boat decwn the lississippi. .  He added that
he had written a story concerning the XING killing which was

- currently being tvped and this vas the story he mentioncd

in the letter to Ebuny Magazine and which he intended to 5211
to Ebony,
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JAMES EARL RAY;

" . MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

On July 3, 1968 Sheriff G, T, Mauldin, Whitfield
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or
communications from the Whitfield County Jail which passed
over the jailer's desk. He stated Curtis probably sent his
mail out with visitors and jail trustees which would probably
not have been observed by men of his department. - Sheriff
Mauldin stated that Curtis' attorney, Erwin Mitchell, former
U. S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia
is of the opinion that most of Curtis' comments concerning

his knowledge of Ray's alleged assassination of Martin Luther

King, Jr. are pure fabrications on-the part of Curtis or
the result of something Curtis has read in the newspapers,

Approximately one houf following the conclusion

of the interview with Curtis, he sent a note to Sheriff AMauldin

requesting to again see an FBI Agent and stating that he
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviewed
at the Whitfield County Jail, . '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

July 5, 1963
» Date
1 -7

, RAYLIOHD  CURTIS was furnished a rights and waiver
of rights forn.fthich he refused to sign., He then stated
in conncction with the previous interview that apparently
in his letter to Zbony llagazine, he used thae word "we"
indicating that he and JAI'ES EARL RAY had planned the nurder
of MARTIN LUTIER KIXG, JR., and he realized now this would
involve him in a conspiracy, For that recason in the previous
interview he denied the statements he had made in his lettor
to Xbony Magazine. CURTIS tuen advised he had written a
story which he intended to sell to some magazine for
the purpose of obtaining moncy for his mother. He stated the
story was still in his possession and had not yet becn sent
out to be typed. e peruitted Si o read this
20-page handwritten story one page ot a tine and he declared
this story was true. The first five or six pages of the story
rnecrely set out his early life in erinme and the prison sentences

“he had served as a.result of ihe crinres, starting at the age

of 15. The rewainder of the story is the same as he originally
furnished in an interview in April, 10G3, concerning his knowledge
and association with JALEZS EARL RAY., The story reileccts

thot he first becawe associatad with RAY in 1934 when they

pullcd a payroll robbery together in Quincy, Illirois,

with a third individual. Shortly thereaftcs CURTIS lost coatact
with RAY when RAY and tiis third individual were apprehended

in connection with a bank robbery at Southiesy City, iiissouri,
After that CURTIS again became acquainted with RAY in prison

and while in prison thecy both learred of ihe death of President

JOIMN F, KENHEDY, At this time RAY stated iie murder of KinnlsDY

sounded lilke a big job and he was always oa the inside of a
prison when big jobs and big moncy were tvo be had,

. Shortly after the death of JOII ¥, KEITISDY, LARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR, becane prominent, and RAY stated on several
occasions tuat .scuebody was going to kill KIliG, Curing -
this period an individual caue into the ilizsouri State
Penitentiary from Vicksburg, llississiopi. This individual
upon learning of JAIRS EARL RAY's xcelings toward killino IING
advised RAY of the KK Businessnen's Association of the South
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o 7/3/63 Dalton, Georgia Filaa AT 44-2336
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AT 44-2336
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‘and stated thaf people in five states were putting up rnoney’

for KIiiG's assassination. The story furthsr reflected

that RAY informed this individual that he intended to have
everything set when he killed KING, RAY fulloyed KING's
movements through naps so that he could later stalk XING

to the point of assasgination. RAY indicaiad during the _
tima that he would leave a false gun and frlse trail inmediately
followinz the nurder. RAY was supposed to go to Vicksburg,
Mississippi, following the murder, contact the man from
Vicksburg who had the houseboat, and this non was to take him -
elther to New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River,

At thévconclusion of the irlarview CURTIS stated
he would not testify to any of the above irformation, ' He did
advise that the name of the individual on 1ae houseboat in

" Vicksburg, Mississiopi, was (first naue unmown)t WILLLTT,

also knewn as "ilississippi," who served tir? in the Missouri
State Penitenttaiy" " 7 S - - .

CURTIS rcfused to allew his story to be copiad
and stated he would not write it over again nor would he allow
the pases to be removed from his nrizon cell, CURTIS then
presented crude ‘stetches of the Federal Perientidry at.
Leavenworti, Kansas, and the llissouri State Penitentiary,
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