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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

  

’ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File Ne. Atlanta, Georgia 
, July 5, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY: . 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM 

a . CIVIL RIGHTS 
¥ 

é 

vv Raymond Curtis submitted a letter to Mr, Charles 
L.\Sanders, Ebony Magazine, which letter is as follows: the 
‘letter was semi .literate and the following is not a direct 
quotation-but sets forth the essentials: 

"Mr, Charles L, Sanders. 
‘ 

"Dear Mr, Sanders: a 

"I thank you for your answer to my letter. I 
think that details I give you in this letter will be 
of help to you, . , 

“Well, Sir, I have written a story. No one but 
myself has read it but me. At this time I know that it 
will have to be re-wrote for I am not a writing it as 
bad as it is. 

"It all about the crime I did and about a crime . 
I did in 1954 with James Earl Ray and about the 13 years 
of prison pal and everything we talk about, About thing 
and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing 
Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for 
three years, And we talked to the man from Mississippi 
that knew all about the KK businessman association that 
was to put up the money to kill King. I also know the 
men from Mississippi, 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
‘to your agency; it and its contents‘ are not to be distributed 

- outside your agency. 
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
  

"In that three year we made maps just had to find 
the right place to kill King. Well I have made the maps 
over myself, They are with the story also, 

"And just where we would go after we killed 
King so yes when we talk about it I was to be in on 
it. But I was not. The story has it all in it. All 
the big thing and the little one also, And what Ray 
like and what he did not like. This story could get 
me killed. I know that. That is why I won't send 
the story by mail. I know that this is getting to be 
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the 
story O.K. If not just let me know, O.K. That way 
I won't talk to men about it, 

"Mr. Sanders there are men in five states that is 
behind the King killing and they don't know what I 
know. But James Earl Ray did not, Now that they have 
Ray Tenn, will trial him if they get him back, 

"Well, they want me to testify. Well, I just 
don't know yet what I will do, 

"You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what | 
I have to the news. That no much, Or I could not 
Say everything. And I did not tell the FBI. Well, 
this is not a book, I am just trying to tell you what 
you ask of me in your letter, 

"If you have a man or have someone down this way, 
if you will have them stop by the jail I will let them 
read the story and you can go from there, 0O.K, 

"TY thank you again. 

"I will be looking to hear from you soon, 

/3/ “Raymond Curtis 

"ZY am still in the Dalton County Jail," 

On July 3, 1968, CURTIS was interviewed at the 
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, and furnished 
the following information: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

July 5, 1968 
  

Date 

1 

RAYiIOND CURTIS was contacted at the Whitfield 
C ng ised of the identities of Special Agents 

  

     Peer serene 
Spies ees, § 11 C] Ne was furnished 

a rignts and waiver of rights form whicn he read, indicated 
he understood, but refused to sign, He was advised that he 
was being intervieved concerning statements he made ina 
letter he had mailed to Mr. SANDERS of Ebony Hagazine. 

  

CURTIS stated he was merely trying to sell a story 
to Zhony for approximately $5,000 to help his wother pay 
off a mortzage on ler home. She had obtained this nortcage 
as a result of naying attorney's fees for the defense o7 
CURTIS at a previous trial, 

CURTIS stated that he and JAMES EARL RAY particinated 
in a burglary in Joliet, Illinois, in October or ovember, 1954, 
It was pointed out to CURTIS that certain statements made 
by hin in his letter to Loony Nagazine could possibly inyolve 
him in a conspiracy with JAIES EARL RAY in connection with 

_ the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUZERN KING, JR. CURTIS then stated 
‘ he wished to go on record as to the statenents made in his 
letter to ifr. SANDERS, We categorically denied the FOollar ing 
statements which were in his letter to Ebony Vlacazine: 

1) That he and JAMES ZARL RAY participated in a crine in 1954; 
2) That RAY wanted the job of killing KING;, , 
3) That he and RAY talked about killing KING fer three years; 
4) That heand RAY talked to the man fron Mississipni that 

' Knew all about the MX Businessmen's Association which 
Association was to put up the money to kill XING; 

5) That he knew the men from Hississippi; 
6) That for three years ho and RAY made maps 3ust to find 

the right piaco to kill KING and that he made the mans 
over hinself; 

7) That he and PAY knew just where they would go after the 
killing of XING; 

8). That he was to bo’in on the killing of KING; 
9) That there are men in five states who are behind the killing 

—— of—8iG—and—thess—mena—do—no-4_lenow-what—ho-—(CUNTIS)—knovs.———_ 
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AT 44-2386 
2 . 
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During this interview CURTIS drew two naps 
setting out how he thoucht RAY would stalk KING, This map 
indicated the following towns where he said KING made most 
of. his speeches; Atlanta, Georgia; Little Rock, Arkansas; 
Birmingham, Mobile, and Selma, Alabama; Jackson, Vicksburg, 
and Warks, Mississippi,  — 

CURTIS further advised that there was a man living 
on a houseboat in Vicksburg, tiississippi, on the ilississippi- 
River whose name he would not divulge who was to take RAY down 
the River on his boat to tew Orleans after the killing, 
CURTIS further advised that in the past he had pulled several 
burglaries and armed robberies in towns Along the Mississippi 
River and while police were looting for him on the highway 
he would be on a boat down the Mississippi, He added that’ 
he had written a story concerning the KING killing which was 
currently being typed and this was the story he mentioned 
in the letter to Ebuny i!ingazine and which he intended to sell 
to Ebony, 
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JAMES EARL RAY; 
’ . MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -— VICTIM 

, On July 3, “1968, Sheriff G, T, Mauldin, Whitfield 
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or 
communications from the Whitfield County Jail which passed 
over the jailer's desk. He stated Curtis probably sent his 
mail out with visitors and jail trustees which would probably 
not have been observed by men of his department. ° Sheriff 
Mauldin stated that Curtis" attorney, Erwin Mitchell, former 
U. S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia, 
is of the opinion that most of Curtis’ comments concerning" 
his knowledge of Ray's alleged assassination of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. are pure fabrications onthe part of Curtis or 
the result of something Curtis has read in the newspapers. 

Approximately one hour following the conclusion 
of the interview with Curtis, he sent a note to Sheriff Mauldin 
requesting to again see an FBI Agent and stating that he 
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviewed 
at the Whitfield County Jail. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

July 5, 1968 
, Date 

1° o 
  

RAYMOWD CURTIS was furnished a rights and: waiver 
of rights forn:-frhich he refused to Sign. He then stated 
in connection with the previous interview that apparently 
in his letter to Zbony llagasine, he used the word "we" 
indicating that he and JAMZS BARL RAY had planned the murder 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and he realized now this would 
involve him in a conspiracy, For that reason in the previous 
interview he denied the statements he had made in his lettor 
to XZbony Magazine. CURTIS then advised he had written a 
story which he intended to sell to some magazine for 
the purpose of obtaining money for his mother. He stated the 
story was still in his possession and had not yet becn sent 
out to be typed. He permitted Sa o read this 
20-page handwritten story ono pase at a tite and he declared 
this story was true. The first five or six pages of the story 
merely set out his early life in crime and tho prison sentences 

‘he had served as a. result of the crines, starting at the age 
of 15. The remainder of the story is the same as he orisinaliy 
furnished in an interview in April, 1963, concerning his knowledge 
and association with JAS EARL RAY, The story reglects 
that he first became associated with RAY in 1954 when they 
pulled a payroll robbery together in Guincy, Illinois, 
with a third individual. Shortly thereaftox CURTIS lost contact 
with RAY when RAY and this third individual were apprehended 
in connection with a bank robbery at Southsest City, tiissouri. 
After that CURTIS again became acquainted with RAY in prison 
and while in prison they both learred of the death of President 
‘JOG F, KENNEDY, At this time RAY stated the murder of KENWEDY 
sounded like a big job and he was always oa the inside of a 
prison when big jobs and: big money were to ve had, 

Shortly after the death of JONI ¥, KSUNGDY, LARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR, becane prominent, and RAY stated on several 
occasions tiat .scnevody was going to kill KIUG, During . 
this period an individual cave into the iNissouri State 
Penitentiary froma Vicksburg, ilississiopi. This individual 
upon learning of JAMS EARL RAY's yeelings toward killing KING 
advised RAY of the KK Businessmen's Association of the South 
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AT 44-2386 i 86 

and stated that peogle in five states were putting up money 
for KItG's assassination. The story further reflected 
that RAY informed this individual that he intended to have 
everything set when he killed KING, RAY fellowed KING's 
movements through maps so that he could later stalk KING 
to the point of assassination. RAY indicsied during the 
time that he would leave a false gun and felse trail immediately 
following the murder, RAY was supposed to go to. Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, following the murder, contact the man from 
Vicksburg who had the houseboat, and this nan was to take hin -: 
either to New Orleans or Canada via the hiississippi River. 

At the conclusion of the irlarvicy CURTIS stated 
he would not testify to any of the above information,-.' He did 
advise that the name of the individual on ihe houseboat in 

’ Vicksburg, Mississiopi, was (first name untnown)! WILLITY?, 
also known as "ilississippi," who served tir? in the Missouri 
State Penitenttaryy 7 ye wo . 

CURTIS refused to allow his story to be copied 
and stated he would not write it over again nor would he allow 
the pases to be reéioved from his prison cell. CURTIS then 
presented crude ‘sketches of the Federal Peorientiary at. 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
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