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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

HAROLD WETSBERG, 

Plaintiff, 

Vv. CIVIL ACTION NO. 75-1996 

DEPARIMENT OF JUSTICE, 

Defendant. 

  

AFFIDAVIT OF E. ROSS BUCKLEY 
  

I, E. ROSS BUCKLEY, being duly sworn, do hereby depose 

and say as follows: 

(i) I am an attorney in the Legislation and Special 

Projects Section of the Criminal Division of the Department 

of Justice. My specific assignment at the present time, and 

commencing August 11, 1975, is Attorney in Charge, Freedom 

of Information/Privacy Act Unit. Prior to August Ll, 1975, 

in addition to other duties, not relevant to the subject 

case, I was, and still am, Freedom of Information Control 

Officer for the Criminal Division. 

(2) As Control Officer, my duties have been to act as 

liaison with other Divisions and Offices of the Department of 

Justice in the implementation of requests pursuant to the 

Freedom of Information Act, to receive such requests which 

are referred to the Criminal Division by the Office of the 

Deputy Attorney General and by other units of the Department, ee 

to assign such requests to the appropriate Sections of the 

Criminal Division which have primary interest or supervisory
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cognizance of the subject matter of such requests, and to 

coordinate their responses. As Attorney in Charge of the 

Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Unit my duties are to 

supervise the processing of such requests, to review the 

responses of the Sections to which requests have been assigned, 

and to assure that the determination to withhold or to 

disclose records of the Criminal Division are proper and in 

accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, the Privacy 

Act and the applicable policies and regulations of the 

Department of Justice, and to assure that such responses 

are, to the extent possible, made timely. I also maintain 

copies of correspondence related to such requests which have 

been assigned to the Criminal Division for determination and 

response. 

(3) As to the matters to which I attest herein, I 

testify on the basis of my personal knowledge, as well as 

knowledge acquired through the performance of my cfficial 

duties. 

(4) On December 29, 1975, the Office of the Deputy 

Attorney General referred to this Unit a letter signed by 

Mr. James Lesar seeking certain information from the Depart- 

ment of Justice relating to the assassination of Dr. Martin 

Luther King. I contacted an attorney in the General Crimes 

Section of the Criminal Division to determine whether the 

Criminal Division maintained files on the subject matter of 

the request. I was informed that the Criminal Division 

would not have opened a file on the death of Dr. King be- 

cause the assassination could not represent a violation of 

any federal law enforced by the Criminal Division. I notified
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the Office of the Deputy Attorney General of the results of 

my inquiry and suggested that the FOIA request be referred 

to the Civil Rights Division since any investigation relating 

to the assassination would have been conducted by that Division. 

(5) On April 16, 1976 the Civil Rights Division referred 

16 documents to the Criminal Division for consideration as to 

their release. On April 26, 1976 we released all 16 documents 

to Mr. Lesar. A copy of the letter releasing the documents is 

attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

(6) On April 29, 1976 the Civil Rights Division referred 

four additional document for our review. On May 5, 1976 we 

released three of the document in their entirety and the fourth 

with deletions representing the names of persons who had 

testified before a Federal Grand Jury, claiming Exemption 3 

-of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(3) and Rule 6(e) of the Federal 

Rules of Criminal Procedure. A copy of the letter dated 

May 5, 19/6 releasing these documents is attached nereto as 

Exhibit B. 

  

E. ROSS BUCKLEY 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

on this day of , 1976. 

  

Notary Public 

My Commission expires 
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a processing yoni Preedon of Invention wequest aa ted 
Decenber 23, 1975, filed on beheli of your client, Mr. Harold os 

Weishery, the Civil Richhs Division located tha demmants listed SE 
below which acigqinathed ‘with, ar wore sent tO, the Criminal, Division. 

de letter Gated. suns wy, 1964, from pethor Je Heres 
to Attorucy Genaxval, Remsey Clark: (1 page). 

2. Latter dated dime 25, 1968, trom Assistant Abtormey: 
Gmeral , Fred M. Vins Hg ile » to Axthorc vse Hares 

(1 pags) e 
3.- Tetrar dated 3 aay 31, 1963 from Ass siatant Bihvorey 

General, Ff Me vinsen, dr., to Eatood Ellington, 
Governor of  Tenmecnea (L pers). 

4. Letoer dated duly 31, 1962 from Assistant Abtorney 
Gmeral, Frad M. Vinson, Jr., to Deeld Calecutt G umage) .. 

S. atten Gatext Auguste 2, 1568, tec Disieiok Atborey, 
Phil, Li. mala, disp to Ass esi scene Eicane ) General, : 

Fred M. Vinson, dr. . (1 page). oe ‘: 
6. Letter dated August &, 1968, trem Assistant Attorney 

Geneval, Pred M. Vinson, dJr., to Governors Ellington 

md Fearnes (2 pages). 
7... Letter dated August 8, 1968, fron utond Ellington, 

Governor of Demmesses to Assistank At tnrney Gear meray 
Frei M..Vinson, dx. (1 page}. Soe 

8. Letter dated August 14, 1968, from Assistant Attermey,Coneral._ 
Fred Me. Vinem Jr., to District ALOMNSY ¢ Phil 74. Canala,. 
dx. (L pags). 

3. Letter dated October 22, 1968, from Assistank Abcomey 
General, Fred M, Vinson, Jr., to iaford ELLingtien, 
Governar of Tennessee (1 pasa). 
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fir, dames R, Lesar, Esauir 
Y231 Fourtn Street, She . 
Hasghington, 0.6, 26024 ® Ds 

Dear ce, Lesars oo 

This 4s ts reforcnee ta ocr Tettcr ta vau dated Aprad oo - 
26, 1976, wherein we made available 14 docusents which hed ~~ 
bean cferred te us by the Givil Riehts Iivister. .2 2 tt 

mh & pomerandun dated Apeti- 28, $78, the Civil &igktsa ~.- 
Divis Sfon-tndicated ta us that they had lecated 4 additieral | 
documents which eriainated with, or were saat ta, the Criminal 

. Divistsoa, 
Fah low o4 4S a 
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and whic hy 
2 oF shese dacuaents together with our oe 
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“Decument 1 is a letter dated July 10, 1968 B, from Fred= 9 #-> 
BH. Vinson, de., Assistant Attorney Generals. to Arthur ve Sanes, 
Esquire; Lt page). . se 

Necument 2 18 an undated fatter from 2.6. Sneyd, to Rausey - 
Clark, Attorney General; (1 page). a 

Bocumert 3 isa letter dated Hovember: 3, 1868, from Phil 
iH, Canale, Ura, ta. the sonaran ta Harei¢ Shs sires (Z. pages de 

The above documents nuabered 2, Z, and 3 are being nade: 
-avaika sta te you: ‘in baede entirety. and are ‘attached RAVeED. 

bentment 4 ig a typed ¢ Son on dared dune 14, “968 « of S 
message Ly Harald Shapire: G page), This document te betas. 
mede avrailabic to yeu subject in the deletion oy the neres 
ef cvand jury witnesses, pursuant ta 6 ULS.0. Beeethy(3} o 
[Rule GCe), Federel Rules ef Crtutasi Procedur ede a 
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