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UNILITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HAROLD WIEISBERG,
Plaintiff,
v. CIVIL ACTION NO. 75-1996
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

Defendant.

AFFIDAVIT OF L. ROSS BUCKLEY

I, E. ROSS BUCKLEY, being duly sworn, do hereby depose
and say as follows:
(1) I am an attorney in the Legislation and Special

Projects Section of the Criminal Division of the Department

- of Justice. My specific assignment at the present time, and

commencing August 11, 1975, is Attorney in Charge, Freedom
of Information/Privacy Act Unit. Prior to August L1, 1975,
in addition to other duties, not relevant to the subject
case, I was, and still am, Freedom of Information Control
Officer for the Criminal Division.

(2) As Control Officer, my duties have been to act as
liaison with other Divisions and Offices of the Department of
Justice in the implementation of requests pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act, to receive such requests which
are referred to the Criminal Division by the Office of the
Deputy Attorney Generalvand by other units of the Department, -
to assign such requests to the appropriate Sections of the

Criminal Division which have primsary interest or supervisory
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cognizance of the subject matter of such requests, and to
coordinate their responses. As Attorney in Charge of the
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Unit my duties are to
supervise the processing of such requests, to review the
responses of fhe Sections to which requests have been assigned,
and to assure that the determination to withhold or to
disclose records of the Criminal Division are proper and in
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, the Privacy
Act and the applicable policies and regulations of the
Department of Justice, and to assure that such responses
are, to thé extent possible, made timely. I also maintain
copies of correspondence related to such requests which have
been assigned to the Criminal Division for determination and
response.

(3) As to the métters to which I attest herein, I
testify on the basis of my personal knowledge, as well as
knowledge acquired through the performance of my official
duties.

(4) On December 29, 1975, the Office of the Deputy
Attorney General referred to this Unit a letter signed by
Mr. James Lesar seeking certain information from the Depart-
ment of Justice relating to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King. I contacted an attorney in the General Crimes
Section of the Criminal Division to determine whether the
Criminal Division maintained files on the subject matter of
the request. 1 was informed that the Criminal Division
would not have opened a file on the death of Dr. King be-
cause the assassination could not represent a violation of

any federal law enforced by the Criminal Division. I notified
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the Cffice of the Deputy Attorney General of the results of
my inquiry and suggested that the FOTA request be referred
to the Civil Rights Division since any investigation relating
to the assassination would have been conducted by that Division.

(5) On April 16, 1976 the Civil Rights Division referred
16 documents to the Criminal Division for consideration as to
their release. On April 26, 1976 we released all 16 documents
to Mr. Lesar. A copy of the letter releasing the documents is
attached hereto as Exhibit A.

(6) On April 29, 1976 the Civil Rights Division referred
four additional document for our review. On May 5, 1976 we
released three of the document in their entirety and the fourth
with deletions representing the names of persons who had

testified before a Federal Grand Jury, claiming Exemption 3

-of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(3) and Rule 6(e) of the Federal

Rules of Criminal Procedure. A copy of the letter dated
May 5, 1976 releasing these documents is attached uereto as

Exhibit B.

E. ROSS BUCKLEY

Sworn to and subscribed before me

on this day of , 1976.

Notary Public

My Commission expires
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- "Stncarely,

|  ROBERT L. KEUCH
& Sl Aeting Deputy Assistant
E e . Atiorney General
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