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UNITED STATES DISTRI

FCR THE DISTRICT OF

HAROLD WEISRBERG,
Plaintiff,
V. CIVIL ACTIOM NO. 75-19956
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

Defendant.

AFFIDAVIT OF MARX L. GRJSS

—
=

ark L. Gross, being duly sworn, do depose and say

1. T am an attornev in the Appellate Section, Civil
Rights Divisionm, United States Department of Justice.

2. In that capacity, I have become familiar with the
Divisicn's processing of the December 23, 1975, Freedom of
Taformation Act request of James H. Lesar.

3. Mr. Lesar's request was initially referred to tnis

Division on January 12, 1975.

L. DBy letter dated February 6, 1976, Mr. James Turner,
Denuty Assistant Attorney General of this Division, who 1is
r J J >

Division, notified Mr. Lesar that the search for the documanis
requested would cost approximately $320.00 The letter

recuested a deposit of $30.00 (Sezs Attachment AL).

5. Mr. Lesar's deposit was received by this Division

/ , 1
/{See Attachment B.).
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6. TFollowing this, our search for the vequested docu-
ments vas instituted. By letter dated April 16, 1976,

Mr. Turner notified Mr. Lesar that the search was complete,
thet a final determination had been made to release 120 pages
of documents at that time and that they would be made avail-
able to him at his convenience. The letter further stated
that the remainder of the documents were still under review
(See Attachment C.).

7. Also on April 16, this Division referred several
documents which had criginated in the Criminal Division to
that Divisiocn for their review (See Attachment D.).

8. Mr. Lesar examined the above-described documents
(See para. 6.) in my office on April 21, 1976. At that time

he requested one copy of each document, and asked for copies

of envelopes, if they were available, in which two of the
documants were received, and for a clearer copy of on=2
dccument.

9. On April 26, one copy of each of the documents
Mr. Lesar examined on April 21, 1976, was mailed to him
(See Attachment E.).

10. Also on April 26, 1976, I received a copy of a lette

.

sent to Mr. Lesar from the Criminal Division which anclosed a

=

copy of each of the sixteen documents we referred to that
office on April 16, 1978 (See Attachment F.).

11. On April 29, 1976, this Division referred four

acdditional documents to the Criminal Division for their
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Mr. Turner. It is my understanding that his review is nearly

12. By letter dated May 25, 1975, Mr. Turner notified
Mr. Lesar that the envelopes he sought were not in our files,
and that the unclear copy of one of the documents he received
was due to the fact that the original was difficult to photo-

copy. The letter offerad Mr. L

(]

sar

M

n opportunity to examine

the document in our offices (Se

()

Attachment H.).

13. Since that time, the remainder of the documeﬁts
located during the Division's search for documents responsive
to Mr. Lesar's request have been undergoing review by several
offices within the Division and the Department. In addition
to review by attorneys in the Appellate Section, the dccuments
were reviewed by attorneys in the Criminal Section of this
Division, as well as the Office of Professicnal Responsibility.
The documents presently are undergoing final review by
complete and that a final response will be made during the

week of July 12, 1976. The letter to Mr. Lesar will descri

54

e
appropriate Departmental appeal procedurss sheculd Mr. Lesar
disagree with deletions made by this Division in the documents

which will be released.

Dated: July 12, 1976

MARK L. GRCSS
Attorney
Department of Justice

Subscribed and sworn to before me
on this day of , 1976.
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JAMES H. LEsar
ATTORENEY AT LW
{231 FQURTH STRELT, 3. wW.
VASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

TELEPHONE (202) 484.6023

February 7, 1976

Mr. James P. Turner

Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division -

U. S. Department of Justice
Wasnington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mr. Turnerxr:

In response to your letter of February 7, 1976, I enclose
herein a check for $30.00. _

, In making this payment Mr. Weisberg does not waive his right
to recover this or any other search or copying fee which vou na:
require him to pay 1in order to cbtain records pertaining te the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

< N
L L s BPs |
B B ~e - P S
.

,/’? Jim Lesar

= fren A e
; R O
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DJ 14472662 APR 161976

T. 4/12/75

Mr. James H. Lesar, Esq.
1231 Fourth Street, S.W.
""snlnbt01, D.C. 20024

Bear Mr. Lesar:

This letter i3 in further responsze to your Freedcm
of Informatiocn Act requegt for certain documents coacsrn
the assassination ¢f Dr. iMartin Luther Hing, Jr.

We have completed ouxr search of Civil Rights Divi-
sion files for records responsive to your regquaest. AL this
point, we are preparad te release a number of the Civil
Rights Division documents we lecated. Some cf the documents
we locatad originated in the Criminal Division snd hava baecn

referred to that Divisicn for a decision on *ule.se, and
we are still rLVlEWlug the remainder for possiblie Jdeletion
of material wuich is oxemmt from disclosure uader tho Frae-
dom of Information Act.

. The rdievant documents we loczated, which we arve
ucw prepared to ra;ease, in ull, constitute 127 pazes.
Forty of thesz2 congist of copies of two pleadings £iled inm
Rav v. SZate of Tennessec ainad Lewls Tollent, Ho. H.C. G301,
(Supplement ro amended Petition for Post Conviction Relief,
£i.led September 22, 1970, and Petiticner's snswer to Respon-
dent's Motion to Strike, with attached affidavit, £ilad 2ug-
ust 31, 1970) and cight consisc of a copy of Ray v. Rose,
No. 73=1543 (6th Cir, 1974); these were attached to pleces
of correspondence. We hope to rcach a decision on releass
of the remainder of the Tivil Rizhts bPivision documents vwe
located withiin the next two weeks.

Cur search for relevant documents took much less
time thian I had first cstimated: Division per soanel sneni &
total of fiftecn hour c:uoteflq tne gegxch for theca docu~

ments. Ve i 1 : nar

quarter hour,
total scarch fee, therafore, is $126.00. Simce you hove

A e 2 ADA M et v oot om 2 v el e e B e e e A s v



gutgtanding is $46.00. This should be paid by check or menzy

order, payable to the Treasury of the Unlted States, and
sent to this office,

Your lettexr reguests ''access' to these docum=at

S.
If you wish to look at them in this building before request-
ing copies, we will be happy to maLe tham available cn aar

!
day, during working hou:s, witleh cenvenient to you.
élLernatlvely, if you prefer, we can make copies of 2ll the
documents which we lsocated zand have, at this time, decidzd
to e1cas,, and send them directly to veu. Under Denarte
mental Freedom of Information Act reg:lacions, coples GE
dOLﬂmGHu" are sgupplied at a cost of 10 cents per pagea,

’J«

.

I have specifically named the pleadings and the Court

of Appeals opinion which were attached to documents lecated
during our saarch, because I suspect you already have coesiag
of them in your files. If you wish us o s2nd you conies
of the documents. we will relzase, but do not want copies
of the 5l eadings and/or court decigion, please so indicaie
w‘en asking us for copies. I1f you wouvlid prafar Lo lcch ac
e documents here, nlease sugzggast a specific date coavenizot
to you.
Sincazely,
James P, Turner
Deputy Assisiant Attorney Genersl
Civil Rights Division



APR 1 6 1975

Ross Buckley

Freedom of Information Coantrcl WWB :MLG:=im
Officer DJ 144~72-562

Criminal Division

Walter W. Barnett

Treedon of Information Contrel
Officer

Civil Rights Division

Freedom of Infermation Azt
Recuest = James H, Lesar

This Division has received the attached Freedoa
Information Act request frem James Lasar. During ou

of the Civil Rights Division files, we found several

ments which were originally issued by. or sent t P
»iminal Division. Most of the deccuments deal wit
diticn of James Earl Ra

l-)’

%

. We are referring the documesnts, copiss of wh
attached, to your office for a decision on rzleace,
have notijied Mr, Leczr that several documents nave
referred to your Division., Sinee tha request has ©
the Dernartment for some time, I will greatly apnTec
your notifying Mr. Lesar of your decision s scon 2
convenient.

cc: recordsnz. ~ chrono
file."
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‘DI 144-72-662

bT. 4724776

PR 26 1578

James 1. Lesar, Zsq.
1231 Fourth Street, S.W.
Waghington, D.C. 20024

Dear #r. Leszar:

E£nclosed, az you requested, iz on2 cooy of each ¢f
the documents you reviewed in Ir. Gross® office on Vadnes-
day, April 21, 1976. Coples are prov1ce¥ at a cest of L

cents per page (23 C.F.R. 16.9(1) (1)},

0
0

al aumber of pages providad at thiz tiue s
Y., The copying fee is §9 0

d to the $456.00 you cwe Ior
a d a <

sixtyaf ur
should be J
tisn of the se
ulV4b7C to Tre

of $52.4C should be sent to this o

Sincerely,

Jamas Tuern
Deputy Assistant Zﬂt*‘ornav Cenersal
Civil Rignts Diwvisiom

chreono

Jay Dugan (Asst. U.S. Azty)



James U. Lesar, Eequire
l?a-a- -O'IK'C.Q St.?e:at' Sc ﬁ?»
Washingten, D. C. 20024

Tzar Mr. Lzcar:

In processing your Freedem of Informaticn rscusst fated
Decerier 73, J-:?','”,. FL.&. c ocnalf of vowr client, I, Harcld

,M 3l Rigivks Division locataed tha documents ’_LJ\:,d
balcw v ch inated wieh, or were sent ©), the Criminal Divizicn,

1. Ietier dated Junc 17,

fmem raetan o, e e .y
Ao .‘.~.‘.C._.._.l' &..--.-u.lp

2. Ietter dated June 25,

Ceneral, Fred M. Vinscn, Jre, o

Bamooy Clac: (L page).

1063, from Artihwr J. Han2s
~

1663, Irom Assziswant Attomay

ki
Arth J. Honesg

(L pac=s.
3. Ietter cl:*"‘d "’"xlv 31, 1968 fm Assistznt Attormey
Cenoxal, rad i VJ..P.".ZC"I, Jr'. , o Bufoxd I_‘.’..l.'..‘c"cf.m,

G:v:::rm: oI *essae
4, Igther daked Juily 3L,

mMiil 4. Canale, JT.,
red M. Vinscon, Jr.

(1 case).

1963 e A.as:_s*ﬂt A:_tamez
Genaral; Ired iL Vmson, Jr., to David

(1 pu‘jx-) .

alo

5. Ietiter dated dugust 2, 19G8, from Dist rich A .,o"r‘“v
o Assistant Attormey L...I‘"‘":.l,

9. Istter d..tec. Aucust 8, 1543 from Assistant Attommey

Gz.n:.m.t., Frad . Vinson, Jr., o Governors Ellirgtcn

and Eearmne {2 pares

e

7. .,.E*."‘Le.. chtea aocust 8, 1968, &xm Buford T“llz_
Coverncr oOf Tennsssee to Assistont Attomey General.

Fred M. Vinzcen, Jo.

8, Ietter datad Mgust 14, 1338,
Fyed M. Vinson Jr., to Distrdict Attomsy, ghil M, Canais

1

Jr. (1 pece).
8, Iatcter dat d Oceobar

Cene , Fr2>d M. Vinson, Jr.. to Dalcrst .

Covayror of Tonnessee

(1 pase) .

22, 1568 £ran Assistort Attomey

(1 p=ge).

Ellincten,

52) .

froen Assistanic Attomay, General,



10. Ietter dated Nowvenber 4, 1568, from Assistant Attormey
Cenerzal, Fred M. Vinsen, Jr., to tichasl C. Dresden
end Co. (1 page).
11. Ietter dated 2pril 6, 1969, £=om arold Teisberg to
Carl 7. pelcher, Chief, Cemeral Crizee Secticn (1 b= cE) .
12, Ietter datsd iarch 31, 1869, frcm Harold Vralscerg to
Carl Belcher, Chief, Cenexral Crimes szcrion (1 page).
13, Ietter dated July 11, 1863, from Arthur J. Hanes ©O
Attomsv Ceneral, Pamsey Clazk (1 g=g2) .
14. Ietter dated July 15, 1968, fram Assistant Attornsy
General, Fred M. Vinson, Jr., to Artiwr J. Hanes (Upage)
15. Meworandhm dated July 31, 1868, frcm Lssistant Attcorney
General, Fred M. Vinson, Jx., ©@ the Dircctor of the FZ2I
(1 page) .
16, Iaitar dated July 31, 1988, frem Assistant Attomey
Ceraral, Fred M. Vinson, Jo., €O District Ateoimey,
Phil . Cznala, Jr. (1 paga).

L0
[£3}
0

In a remorandum dated Zpril 16, 1976, these documents were re-
farved to us for cur considemticon concerning their releasapilicy. ha
Coiminal Divisioa has detoymined thet trese doowents snocwld ke mxie

svailoble to you in thelr entirety ard oopies are attached heroto.

Sinceraly,
ECEARD L, TORIEUNE
pssistant Aticrnav Ganeral
DAL DIVISION

hy:
. pp——e P
EQ PC.w m e

rttormrey in (harce
FOL/Erivacy Act Unit



Ross Buckley

Freedom of Information Act WUB:ILG:mfm
Control Officer | DJ 144-~72-668

Criminal Divisien

Walter ¥. Dernett

Freedom of Information Act
Control Of

Civil Right

- Attached are a few additicnal decuments leocated during
our search for documents requested by lir. James Lesar., All
were issued by, or originmally sent to, the Criminael Division.
Aecordingly, the decisiuvn on releage should te made, your
Bivisica. ’ b

I iust veceived a copy of your respomse. te T, Lesar,
dated April 2§, 19735, cconcerning the f£irst packen of documents
we vafarvad to you. I greatly apprecizts the zpoed with wolcn
you processed this referral.

cc: records chrono Lffi;/
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which this letter was sent. In fact, our files contzin
cnly a xarox ccpy of the letter and a xerox copy of the
front of the envelope. UYe have enclosed a copy of those
pages. If you wish to see the c“xgiﬁal I sugmest vou
contact the Department of StaLE, which may still have

£1

the original in its

Sincerely,

Jameg P. Tumer
Deputy Assistant Attormey General
Civil Rights Division



