N

SRR

June 15, (978

e, Richard M, -opion
“uirector, Editorfal Sarvices
Ti8E Incorporated

Tize & Life Building
fnckefellar Conter

gy York, . 7, 10920
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Jedr ¥F. Ceasoni

Your letter of June 13 s 3o uarespousiva $o wise, -0 80 Cross purposss with sy

clsar intent and stisulates the unraaionable and unnpceItary 30 wuch {a a mesner
taviting suspicions thai ought not exist, I fael 1 must reply 3t some lenglh and
with an initial sxplanation of a sftuation of whien you vay or may vl ha awarg.

TI4E 18 a wealtiy, owerful corporation. .t kas used this wealth €0 acuuirs some
of tho xo3t essential svidencz da major erimes, 'wo nf the eolitical agsassinntions
that, -esavdlass of what one telfevas of the official accountings of thow, 3Y2
tors this conntry apsrt. Gpviously, TIME has a perfectly Tegitieate pizne and
faserest 1u agquiring whatever {g of jourmalistic {niarest to {8, -oagway, n the
JFE and ¥ing assassinations, hat it has renlly bowght and the right 1€ hes axer-
Asad ip both cases s suppression, -

150 husght the Zapruder $ila. (188 Kept anyona elsa from wiing it THHE suppreesasd
tae financial arrangesants sith Zaprader, cooxdtting a grossly Talse vaprzientation

of $1 to be pade by Warren Cesuissfun counss) sad 6 ba perpstusted tn the official
oublished raeards of tha femmizsfon. TDH wsy silant about the destruction of the
orisinal frames that Just hapgen te esisclds with the neint at whicw he Commission
alleges 1t was first possisle for ihe President Yo have been struck s6d at whidh,

ta the Comsiszion’s versian, & ans fiest gdruck. Hhen 1 bhroughi this to Yokt and
with that hvougst pressure on TIME, TISD anncuaced 1% wes releasing prints of thess
framss for wnresteieled use. IME refused te provida me with prists when 1 wrols

and askad for thew. © kaow of no plctere sgency te which Tis srovided copiss that
distrituted any, - know and publishad the fact thet i the APY fles thare 13 & nols
en those frases thst, a effect. says. "over aur dead rodfes,” :

eemenile, "I8E's fnterpretation uof 1% Jourmalistic interest just nappenad to cola=
clde with ths nonpublicatfon of those frames of she Yilu thet are fa dlspute aad
haye basn for years, 1 colncides wita officfal positions aad prafarentas.

cofaciding with this TINE alao bought the righis %o owher ewidsnce, doms aulls
feproperly ebtatnsd and all gsed In prajudics to trugh aad national Inloresi. 11
wae wsed 1 whal sveunts to offfclel syeophancy, ot Jeurnslistic gued srggkice.

Toare 12 the pleture first stolen from tha Dalles palice ayidance, tekan fs An
111ega) searen, F Oswald holdduy 2 vifla sald <o ho the one used In the crime.
(188, Ing., ald soney for this stolen properiy and. -espite 1% yestimeny vefors
the Warren sopmissten, Bitersd that pleture te maks {3 consistant with the then-
currant pfficial stories ebaut that rifle. '
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A% a time when public opinfon was heing molded te accept the offictal conclusions
that 1n fact wers precongeptions, swald‘s ‘diary” was stalen. TINE. [nc., paie
34, 00, 0 to the one who deliverad 1t and & much Targer sum to Tswald'. widew.
Early in aa enpoing fnvestfoation 1t helped Vimit what that frvestigation night
conclude wnils shaping public baliefs.

Jo& Louw was on assignuent for Public TV whan Iv. ¥ing was %flVad.  He 4id not,
fhen ha hesrd the shot. think of his assignment and any vesponsinilities to Pubiic
TV, & grakhed afs parsonal still camera. .t could nave recordsd much Tess ang
d1d record puch Yasy than a muvie camera conld and would, But 1 o used the
ae¥ie camara the ¢upossd f{ls belonged to Public TY. So he became lass the re-
¢o§ta; of tgzs great tragedy end more the monay-grubber. used 495 ewn T4l and
gold 1t to TIME.

TIRE' . intersst was 1n sehmalz, ot fact, a thie brauma. Having the woealth »#{th
whien to buy Louw's £1)n and the disposition o use ouly that which {3 without
svldentiory value, 1% now clates a vight to pravent seanirgful study of that which
it supprasses. - ftor sore than efght years TIME SUpprasses.

Ut TIBE shamey to say this or to admit it to ftself, instead, ou insist ngon
abrorzal and fmpossible conditicns for my study and refuse. quits ooviously, ‘row
your gun words, te ablde by professional asd comarcial norms. You ara detereined
§1tha¢f@a praveat By scholarly study or to squeste the lsst vossible compercial
profit fram your financial 2b314%y o ¢lats to ewn the inforsation you have
steadfastly suppressad. '

o that your sublications could meat thelr jeursaliztic responsitilitias. en 2
susber of soccasfons I gave coples of the results of countless Raurs of Hork, ade
pictures available, :rranved for and conducted Tnteryiews For TISE. Inc., <11 with-

ul any compensation, How you want Lo conmorcializs thfs sutrjec? sod wal Intap-
fure with my work, ork that for all your wealth you neve avelded?

dhen 1 write ard tall you 1 #1437 say normal comeercial rates for arfngs I premise
not to poblish, by do vou pull all this Tancg- ants Philadalohia- . swyor jargon
oft my aboul making & trip a1l the way to Mew York fur no more than oy letter and
your certain knowledgs tells you I havs already done?

Tha cont In Yare alone 13 greater than the sorus) corseprla) cost of ths printy 1
wanf to study fn detall and 2t lefsura. esfdes, f yoll have conyrighted these
pletures, -ashington 48 much closer and thay are ragiuired by law o be availablas
&t the Libwry of Congress,

T oare I 2 post- hlebitie condition. 1 am 43 7233 old. 1 have wy oun work o do,
hy sheuld T have to spend two days Just 3atting 1o see what I have alraady seen,
ar make sn exanination ssparate from tha othar avidesca | have collectad? Wiy
shanld TISE want and stipulate this?  Shat rerson can TING Baye other then suse
prossion and the pursult of official intorest for ngt seliing we coples of the
#rints 1 waat af norsal conmercial vates?

You buy tifs axelusiva evidence of o major crime, rofusa to publish 1t. supprass
1% and Lol ms, aftar e#fght yaars, that for rasasrch enly “Vioensy fass can b2
discussed whdh you (1) visit the (your) agency.’

Hag yaur corporation not tees through this befors, na the Gals  3a, -nad does 1T
Aot have Judfeial guldanze, whathor ar net it has 2qy congsrn for anyihing otasre
Shan suppressiom?

A% you know, Bz i court under tne Frosdom of Inforsading et on thls, - e
a0t 20ing €0 scgapt asy of vour gomditions sad I am prepared fnstead Lo make an
tasus of thew fn court.  have propised, eiting. o3 to steal. I hava
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prounfsed to pay nerzal rates for srints.  In wy view, o f you do ndt accepl thaese
toros, . am satisfiod you have violated your capyrient. wilch vasuires publica-
“fan ., aat suppression,

‘here 15 net now much bl befors this wilY acain be 1o gourt. . tharefers Ravs
recunsts 0 wazz of you. . want youw $o koow that if thers {s any disagrsensand
with what I ragard as orefessienal, commercial and journalistic nerm. . will ask
gy]cagnsal 2o prasent the snifre satter to the court, b consfders infs egain
uly 1.

57 thase sriats the P51 showed me, whigh are net a1l TIZE gave the FRI.  qave
the FEI a Wst. 1 ask for an 2x10 glossy of sach.

The FoI d4d not show me a1l thess plotures,  rom prior gsxpevrience 1 know 1t 93
not wise to Tet hoss whose intarest 93 In suppressica and who have & record of
1t gnow all 1 kaow. 1 specifiod to Specfal Agent Thomas L. Hizanan ona only of
the views not shown ma,  ou have & list of what you gave the FEI In the origle
calg. The FAI hes those pleturss 1t showed we, . Rnow and can give the frame
fdantifications of what I was wot shown, Yy request is Tor an 8x10 glessy of
gach pficture the F81 14 not ghow e and @y Vawyer,

our Rutter 8F Hag 6 t4 the TEI just happans 20 be dated the day after 1 made an
{sgun of thase matters., 1 was porm{iled 1o see these sfctures “ay 5. Losg bafove
this tag covernment wade certain raprossnialione fa court., r, Yisoman made cers
tain roprosentations te my lawyer amsd me. S50, . aw asking TIO, <5 10 so ofien
ashs others i $83 cusst for faformation, ‘or a complete aczounting of 11 of
this, wocluding esafes of all records and with the understanging these records

can be syrasentad Lo IR gaurt,

Tals wezas any contomporancsus racords having to do «ith vour glving these ple-
yras £o thw Fl and any vestrigtions then placad upon them. ¢ alsy weans the
different kinds of srints, 17 4y, the total nusher, .o whow you gave Lhew, (.
hather or set you belleve 12, the T2l has sctually swora to tha fedaral court

first that 12 o4 act save these pioturss and then thet thay axist only 1a its
Apwells Fleld office. Bocauss | beliws you do net have personsl kuowledge and
bacausa 1t 15 not my purpose to abgrrazs you or TIRE « 1 have enly the purpasas
I have put i weiting - 1 want vou to kpow that I fnew TI®E, Inc,, ave the 72l
spints other than those 4ispleed to se. By this I osgn wore thap that 1 was not
shown all. 1 meas priats of anobther fors aad sfzo. ¢ of now 1 do not want this
for oy weiting. 1thoush 1% 13 remotely possitle that the future may chinga =y
aind, 1 want this for presentatios to the court dafubich the FAT has alraady
ssorn felsely on this. This 15 why I teliave, 4n fefrness e you. to we and to
the pourt, 1% szrves all intarsaty for the court €o have a full raserd,

csup Tztter of ay § refers to & phonz conversatios withoutwyiviag ts date,
saying vhe Initiated 1t or wnather {n fact thers was enly that siagle phona cone
varsasion and no written or parsenal cemmunicatfon of eny other kind. 1 o
therafere asking, odin with the understanding teal it may b2 glven 0 the cvurt,
sr 2 comelate accoenting of all of this as 1t velates to wy FOIA request. aich
dates to Aurdd 15, 975, I mean tp {oclude coples of any and 817 Mitters in

this raguast,

You end TIEE prevend dispassics tn all of tuis, . tharefors ssk you for any
racord showing yod previded copfes of these ploturss or say other avidency to
the Ray Jdufansa once Ay was arrasted and charged or aftar ow was exiraditac.
If you have ac such record. | would welgome any statesent establisniag als as
Jowrnalistie fepartdality that T con, w falrnesy to TIRD. alse present o b
court,
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ot ‘ou had 8t least one stringer in Rsaphis, - -RG ethar sources. hoss reports
i to you, § which 1 do have knowledge. - ava values fo any favestigation. efther
o sfda.  ‘ours f1les on this aee tndicative of & largs Invelverent of ihe unders
world. o printed enly a very small sart of thig inferastion,  id you alse

§ provida any of tuis taforsation or any othar such faforsation to eltimr or both
o sldes to the end that there might be 2 resoludion of this terrisls criom? Or

& i3 it only pleturas you rofusse to publish and refuse to s21l thaty vou BUSTYESS
! after eight years?

ﬁ First the FBI,  more thas a year later. and Shen you axply restrictions to

i fg. 1 want you net Lo sfsundarstand wy guestions or thelr purpose.  You hava
fapesad abmormal. .aprofossimal rettrictions upen gg.  © ssk thasa auastions

to provide TIAE with any appertunity to esks 2 rscord af daher than subserviencs
to those officials who can reward 1t with faverad traatoont, - peactics walle
aown 1o be cemmonplace and now 2 satter of officis] adeission batfors the

Churck committen.

1 oam trying hard not g6 sven appear to ba sHpping up on your 41ind sids and in
fact I am aut. Y ant baing foktirdght. 1'17 add to the feresuing that vour cor-
perate structurs has o entirely diffaeont record with auts and salfspekers, It
has made prints avafladls te these tynes, ihis, I think you should understand,
15 pot congfatent wite denying them o rw or 15 thera bedny ao erition record
vatwesn TISE and the cavernesal from the Lime it sede 118 First rapresentations
about your dasires fn court on Zarch 2V untt} vour Tettgr of #gy 5.

There should ba no doubt fn TINE's mind sbous gy intentions. I da pol heve

fn wy possassion a set of prints of those plctures desoribed above and if | do
sul have w43t you assure me 12 & Yuil record os al) T, .ne., dealimgs with

tae government on this watier with encugh tive to confor with ry Yaeyar prior to
the beardoeg on July 1, 1 wil) ask hiw te zake as fsgue refore the court of 21

of this, fncluding the FII's plapt to deny w2 prints and TINE's piont o buy
uninue avidence fu wafor crisss and Shoraafler supprass it. no asttar what bing
of samanties you swploy to dispuiss what in reality i5 supprassion,

-9 £t thare can be no nuastion.on July ¥, 1 an effering to pay you whot 1 pay
WP for prints ot far sublication and should 1 Iater denfde to publish any 1
will then pay what 1 pay UP) for the one- | o use.

. Close an a parsonal anote. oy ara a carporats glsnt with faterests and puner-
sa1p 10 a1l elessnts of the msdia. {ind 1 hayy aivan anpefd tine to verious of
JOur corpariis componuals, .ven 10 TV stations s far asay o8 @1fforeds.  Yeu
have a pregumed Interest {s fresdon of {oPorsstion and 1 hope & oprosussd Intarest
in froedos of access to {nforsadion,  ow would you Teal §F, afior wore then 18
manths, U wore baing stonuwalled by the pevarament angd 11 wds using ansther sub-
deatfon glank to stenewall you, v If you hed been given roprasentaddons 1n court
bout what aaother hed suppogedly stiuplated snd than feuad no weittsn racord for
a5 Toug apperded as betwesn Harch and Juse?

Wy lawyer is Jis Lasar, 12371 42 5t ¥, Washisgten, € 26024, "02/4%%- .923.
Stnearaly

Harold Yelsberg



