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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL,

Bepartment of Justice
Washington, B.C. 20530

APR 2 1978

James H. Lesar, Esq.
1231 Fourth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Mr., Lesar:

' Enclosed, as you requested, is one copy of each of
the documents you reviewed in Mr. Gross' office on Wednes-
day, April 21, 1976. Copies are provided at a cost of 10
cents per page (28 C.F.R. 16.9(b)(1)).

The total number of pages provided at this time is
sixty-four (64). The copying fee is $6.40. This total
should be added to the $46.00 you owe for the unpaid por-
tion of the search fee incurred and a check or money order,
payable to the Treasury of the United States for the amount
of $52.40 should be sent to this office.

Sincerely,

b Vo,

ames P, Turner
Deputy Assistant Attornmey General
Civil Rights Division
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Honorable Ramsey Clark v K APR 1 7'048 \;?
re
Attorney General of the S\ : v Ji
United States R
Department of Justice o
Washington, D. C. .
! Dear General Clark: : -

Enclosed herewith for your information is
a letter I have written this date to the
Dircctor of Fire § Police of the Memphis Police
Department and the Sheriff of Shelby County.
The tremendous effort vou are putting forth in
this matter is greatly anp ccia*nd, and T wish
to assure you of the coopcza ion of this office
and the Memphis Police Department and the Sheiby®
County Sheriff's Office.

Very truly yours,

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
District Attorney General

PMC:mm
Enclosure

Z

nF%EECZEﬂﬁfgitz

e P
APR 1 91327 O BERRRIRHT oF Jov rl £

wis N Zeeop RS

\ AR (" ‘ 3 ana~ HI )
GRUMEEA = | '&/’;;/’/ 5| APR 18 1553 i S
A.{béécj;/féfi 1 r , " f




PHIL M. CANALE, JR. O Tt AsmsvanTs

» - = WiLLLIA . oo
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL . MG o oaayNEs
- B Fod
Ces FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNESSEE EWELL C. RICHARDSON
JEWETT H. in
/Asmsnm _ ) COUNTY OF SHELBY . J. cLYor Mr, Q:ER
. . . -~ SAM J. CATANZARO
) fooo - - LEONARD T. LAFFERTY
: . CARLISLE SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING . CLAY N. SAUNDERS
/5 eacH e bOPLAR AVENUE ARTHURT.ZinNE
(3 EEACH R 157 POPLAR AVENUE ARTHUR T. STNNETT
HAGE A. BECKER PHILLIP E. Ko ~N
MINAL INVESTIGATORS MEMPHNIS, TENN. 38103 T E. CRAWFCRD

DON D. STROTHER
DON A. DIND

£ARL E. FITZPATRICK Apl'il 15 , 196 8 ) ) JAMES P. CROS3

") Non-suPPCRT DIViSION JOSEPH L. PATTERSON
% BILLY F. GRAY

Honorable William N. Morris
Sheriff of Shelby County
150 Washington Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee

Honorable Frank C. Holloman o
. Director of Fire §& Police
. Central Police leadquarters
«-_ Memphis, Tennessee

"Gentlemen:

Looking forward to thec day when the murderer of
Dr. Martin Luther King is apprehended, and the atten-
dant pressure whicn will be on all of us to release
information to the news media concerning the investi-
gation which led to the arrest cf the killer, I wish
to caution you at this time in releasing any informa-
tion other than than which I outlined to Mr. lollonan

in my letter of February 13, 1968.

I inadvertently failed to send Sheriff Morris
a copy of this letter, and I am herewith enclosing
a copy of same to Sheriff Morris. :

I discussed this situation with both of you
briefly on last Friday. As you know, the Reardon
report publishecd by the American Bar Association has

yecommended and set down rather stringent restrictions
on the information which should be relecased in a
criminal case prior to trial, in view of the cffect
which pre-trial publicity may have on the defendant
receiving his constitutional guarantec of a fair
trial. Further, we have 1o realize that in the event
of a conviction of the killer of Dr. Xing, and a sub-
sequent appeal to a higher court, the higher court
could very well reversc any conviction due to the
local atmosphere created by the relcase of any infor-
mation pertaining to the accused and to the investi-

L, e e 2. Yaae AYTYYact
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Also, we¢ would not want to create any situation by
the release of this information which would result in 2

change of venue in this case from Shelby County to some
other jurisdiction.

After the arrest of the murderer, it will, of coursc,

. be the responsibility of this office to prosecute this
"matter in court, and I request that this office be noti-
fied 1nnea1ately upon thec apprehension of the accused in

order that we may work with you toward the successful
conclusion of the case.

I would suggest that Mr. Holloman, Sheriff Morris
and nmyself get together to lay somec ground work in the
premises of this letter, and that in the eventuality of
an arrest, no statement should be issued by anyone until
same has been cleared by the three of us.

Slncerely yours,

o~

l- Q fLL\.C; G_JM\Q;QQ_ <\(
. . P4
PHIL M. CANALE, JR. 6f
District Attorney General \

PMC:mm :

CC: Hon. Henry Loeb

Mayor

City of Memphis
Memphis, Tenn.

CC: Hon. Frank Gianotti
City Attorney
City of Memphis
Memphis, Tenn.
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Honorable Phil M. Canale, Jr, : . .

Digtri-t Attorney Goncral
Filttcenth Judicial Cirauilt

Memphis, Tennessea 38193

Dear ¥Mr. Canals:

The Atturnﬂf General 23ked me to ecynress
his appreciation far vour lettos oo April 15, 1378,
canchninq he investiﬁatlzq of Dr.e Kinz'z wurdep
Me fully s comarni sur 1
Wiy e \’,

I want t5 thank you Uor oyvour orfer of
covperation ~nd to nssure vou thnnt the Panari- o
ment will cooneorate with voo in nry vy i
meating your responcibiiiiles in £iis caso. :
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- STEPHTT J. POLLED
Assistoans n*tﬁ ney General
s Divizion

Civil i~

ce: Vﬁé:;rds
Chrono

Pollak
Turner
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ROJEAT K. DWYLR
EXECUTIVE ABSISTANT

PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNLSSEE
COUNTY OF S8HELBY

LLoYD A. RHODRKG.=
Ap)uNlSTMTIVq)mBYANT

e —————————————r———— . N —
SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
187 POPLAR AVENUE
MEMPHIS, TENN. 38103

»#@  JOHN L. CARLISLE
: H. J. BEACH
E. L. HUTCHINSON, JR.
GEORGE A. BECKER
4 CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS

EARL E. FITZPATRICK
NON-SUPPORT DIVISION

September 27, 1968

lion. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney Gencral
Civil Rights Division
Dept. of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530

WILLIAM D. HAYNES
JAMES C. BDEAELEY
EWELL C. RICKARRDSON
SJEWETT H. MILLIR

J. CLYDE MASON

B8AM J, CATANZANO
LEONARD T. LAFFERTY
CLAY N. SAUNDERS
ARTHUR T. BINNETT
PRILLIP E. KUKN

T. E. CRAWFORD

DON D, STROTHER
DON A. DINO

JAMES P, CROSS
JOSEPH L. PATTERSON
BILLY F. GRAY

vl/

»
-

/4

‘In Re: State of Tennessee Vvs.

Dear Mr. Pollak:
. James Earl Ray

As you probably know, we have been doing extensive

s pre-trial work getting ready for the trial in the above

“styled matter on November 22, 1968. Prior to this time,
‘we have received a number of investigative reports from
“the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but there are some
reports which we desperately need in preparing for this
case which have not yet been tendered to us. In some
instances, we have received laboratory reports pertain-
‘ing to certain physical evidence, but have not received
_ the field reports which would indicate to us who recovered
the evidence that was examined in the laboratory, and
how and by whom same was transmitted to the laboratory
for examination. Of course, we have to keep intact the
chain of evidence in presenting this material at the

trial.

It is urgently requested that, as soon as possible,
this office be furnished with any and all available in-
vestigative reports originating and emanating from the
following localities, whether such reports have been
submitted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, local
law enforcement, or agencies outside the continental
United States. ' :

I make specific reference to the need for reports
from the following localities: :

Chicago, Illinois Rray S
New York City , el
Canada

London, England

Scotland Yard report.)

Do Aer 76-_ \iﬁ/

(We do have the . - 2 I

..~/
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Mexico
Lisbon, Portugal.

Also, since the last report submittéd to this office

from field offices of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
dated May 17, we have received no reports since that date,
and we would like to have the results of any supplemental
investigations. I refer specifically to the possible sup-
plemental investigations from Atlanta, Georgia, Los An-
geles, California, Birmingham, Alabama, New Orleans,
Louisiana, Kansas City, Missouri, and Newark, New Jersey.

cc:

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, I

Sincerely yours,
<
; ‘& (/\\-Q MC‘—-—Q_L
PHIL M. CANALE, JR.
District Attorney General
PMC:mm \
CC: Hon. Ramsey Clark

Attorney General of the U.S.
Dept. of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
506 01d P. O. Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20535




R . T T e e s o Ve i e e e L e i AT € e

SJP:eb
D.J. 144-72-662

o)
£
—
o
D
a7
<2

¥r. Phil it. Canale, Jr.
District Attorney Censral
County of Zhelby

157 Poplar Avenue : ’
Yemphis, Tenn., 33153

Dear Mr. Canale:

Re: State of Tennessce V. Jares Tar

(o
L5
&)

1s will confira the advice vihich Xr. Owven
and I gave to you during our visit on wednesday,
_ Cetober 2, 1353,

In response to your letter of September 27,
1363, the ¥ederal DSurcau of Investiration was
requested to furnish to you conies of 24 addiiionz)
reportes and menmoranda dated hetween May 18, 19€2, ang
Auguest 30, 1368, with respeet to the James Earl Hay
ratter,

Sincerely,

STEPHEX J. POLLAX \
Assistant Attsrney Seneral
- Civil Eights Division

cce: Records

«%ﬁrono
ollak



RONEAT K. DWYER . .
EXFCUTIVE ASSISTANT PHIL M. CANALE, JR. ASSISTANTS L
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAM D. HAYNES
JAMES C. sEASLEY
3 LLOYD A. RHODES f:“f;;c;'R':Hml‘ss“
2 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT - MILLER
COUNTY OF SHELBY 3. CLYDE e
SAM J. CATANZARO

i

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF TENNESSEE

LEONAKD T. LAFFERTY

JOHN L. CARLISLE SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING ’
H. J. BEACH ARTHUR T. BENNETT
E. L. HUTCHINSON, JR. 157 POFLAR AVENUE . DON D. STROTHER
CLYDE R. VENSON DON A. DINO
CRiMINAL INVESTIGATORS MEMPHIS, TENN. 38103 -~ JOSEPH L. PATTERSON
. N BILLY F. GRAY

EUGENE C. GAERIG

HARVEY HERRIN
1968 ’ F. GLEN SISSON

JOHN W. PIEROTT!

EARL E. FITZPATRICK
NON-SUPPORT DIVISION October 22 ’

Mr. D. Robert Owen
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
Department of Justice

Washington, D.C.
Dear Bob:

The three boxes of indices arrived, and I certainly
apprec1ate your forwarding them to me. They are a beautiful’
piece of work and will be “of great assitance to us in the

trial of the Ray case.

c I do feel it will be helpful for your secretary to
come to Memnhis and assist us in co-ordinating and checking
our indices against yours to make sure ne1the1 one of us has
overlooked anything, and also for her to explain to us any de-
tails regardlng the indices which we could overlook.

“+ - If it is possible, I would 1like for her tc come to
Memphis on Monday, October 28. 1 have to be in Mashville on
that date and vart of Tuesday, but Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Beasley, and
Mr. Carlisle will be back from their European trip by th1s
weekend and your secretary can start right in with them and - -

3
g wi;h my secretary Miss Fortinberry.

3 L i e g g A oy Lty g i at 3% o WHNY)
i iy Wb koot dad e abRALRSR .

"Will you please let me know if your secretary can
be here on Monday, and if you will advise of her flight, I
will make arrangement< to hdve her met at the airport. .

Thanklng you for your co- operation, I am

' Sind%

AR

PHIL M. CANALE, JR. ‘ .
District Attorney General

PMCJr :MEF
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Director ,
Federal bureau of Investigatilon

Stephen J. Pollak
Aszistant Attorney General
Civll iizhts Division

Aszassination of Martin Luther Line

o i a6 W A——

DA

Ui

s

- Joveruer 4, 19508

~

SJP:ed
D.J. 184-72-0662

, dT.

The pbeputy Attornew General has ashked me

to respond to your neworandun of ke

vember 1, 1358,

in respect to the avove referenced matter,

‘You are hereby authorized to resnond to the

request of the offlice of “r. Phil M
that the Bureau secarch its files to
vinether any of the persons ol the v
which jurors will bz chosen pave or
asscciations with tie Ku Kluz lan
Froups.

cc: Records

. Crirono
ollak

. énale,.Jr.,
t

enire frox

rave had

cr other hate
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3/68/530 (P.2)

v |

$10.00

NEW SCOTLAND YARD,
BROADWAY, LONDON, S.W.I

Dear Mr. Dawnay,

Further to my letter of the 16th November and in
confirmition of sy tolephone converaation with you
thin afternoon, the following is a V'reas Relonse
{nsued ky thin office at 5.5, r.m. on the 8th June,
17301 - '

Rnyuond George Snayd dborn 8.10.32 Toronto, Canada, no
[ixedA abode end no occuration win arreated at 11.15
a.m. on R.G.68 ot Ldndon airport and lator cherged at
S-nnos ilow with possesoinm 8 torsed pansnort and
rossesaing a firsarm. He will appear ot Dow Street
Magissrates Court at 10.30 a.m. on 10.6.68.
totective Chief Juperintendent Butler nn? ‘etoc‘ive

Shinf Inutector ThOampPSAn ure in cherge of the en~uire.

“%e arreat wis the resuls of liaiaoen witn the ¥.0.37.,
the “oval Canrdian cunted olice and Mew cotlnnd
¥aprd. “le nan was in transit trrough Inmigration on
arrival ‘frex Lisbon on his wry to another country.

I do hope thia will help.

Yours sincerely,

T, kdD)

vumic felutiona officer

* :ever Lawnay, I8Q.,

" uieter Tawnny 2tde,

':Oﬁd'.‘n' Jevele
’ . .
. Lol

"3 estzoreland Flace, . .

l/
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¢ Four days before Scotland Yard wrote Dawnay the

{etter, which he never got, British European Aitways
inquiries Richard Beraabei, another independent inve
madc about Sneyd's travel arrangements with BEA (g
airline which he used). Their reply confirms the scem
of the Scotland Yard version, for BEA issucd no sucl
no other record of Ray’s “having travelled” on their |

+

BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS

P.O. Box No. 7

Bealine House, Ruislip, Middlesex. Yaresheas Vikong |

pS/P4/1
Lith Noven

Mr. Richard Barnabel, .
Dopartmont of Clansicsy
Quoon's University,
Kingoton, Ontarioc,
CANADA,

Doer Sir,

Thank you for your latter of the 30th Ociobt
rovozonto of Jamos Eorl Ray, ko, Rzy travelled
of ¥r. R, Sneyd from London to Licbon on the 7th }
lest £1ight coupon of a ticket originally iocued )
arrested ab Loalon Airpert (Hoathrov) while atted;
from London to Brussols on BE, 406 on the Eth Juma,
he had travelled oarlier that day fros Lisbon %o |

. 80 there is no record of him having travelled on ¢
indocd no ticket was ispued for that purpcse. I
tre.vellad‘ from Licbon to London on a ono-way tick
in Liobory but ve have been urable to confira thi

' It ia, therofore, sccething of & speculatic
Hogthrow on the 8th June in tims to be arrested,
Yours faithfully,

TN I L TR TLE U r uw/
Y Y e ' C::E, +

- . .. - ewes L, LI

T AN et e ‘ "::,
T L% KT, Lester
Secrotary & Sollcitor
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ReT. 12/27/68 V271555
SJP:MWL:vgb
DJ 144-72-662

#U1-157-147 :

-

Percy Poreman, Eaguire
80k South Coast Building
Houston, Texas 77402

Dear dr. Foreman:

This 13 in respense to your letter of
November 23, 19€8, to J. Ldsor Hoover, requesting
the privilege of talking with someene in the Pederal
Bureau of Investisaticn concerninz any knowledee
that the Dureau mav have concerninzg threats to
Dr, .Partin Lutker ins during the o yeoars prior
: to April 3, 1948, and to zcur subsegquent telephone

- conversation witn me confirning your rejusst.
‘ #r. Hoover has referred yocur letier to nme for

response.

I resret to advise you that, after careful
consideration of your requect and of the De“artrﬁrt’
policies with respect to disclosure of informatlion
of the tyre you regucsted. we ars unatle to arrange

v the intcrview which you seck.

s
\‘

Sincerely,

STEPHEN J. POLL AK
Assistant AbLtornsy useneral
Civil Rights Livision

cc: Records
Chrono
Pollak
/‘ Owen
Loper
AG *
Director--FBI
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¢ LAW CFFICES
/ TENSTERWALD, BEVAN AND CIHILIXAUSEN

027 FIFTEENTH STRIET., N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20C03

fpeRNARD FENSTERWALE. N August 20, 1969 Coe TELEPHONC (202) 347-23219
AROBERT L. BEVAN

AVILLIAM G. OHLHAUSEN

bﬁ¥9.

The Honorable John Mitchell
Attorney General
Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mr. Attorney General: .. s

~
-

!y

v we s
s

The undersigned have been retained by Mr. Harold Weisberg of
Frederick, Maryland, to proceed under the Freedcm of Information o
Act, P. L. 89-487, to obtain disclosure of two specific; identii

. able Goverument records, copies of which are in the possession o _
. "% the Department of Justice. ‘

>

] \ 7y
f opew.

i-
of

1t is our vicew that, nursuant to Scc. 3 (c¢) of the Act, Hr.
Weloberp is entltled to prompr.access to thoue parcicular documenc..
lowever, despite numerous writien reguests over & period ol wwnthe,
not only has Mr. Weisberg been denied access to the records, e Lao
not even received a reply to his repcated requests for the Depare-
ment's rules relating to accessability of records under the Act.
The files of your Depa“tﬂent, especially these of the Criminal Divi-
sbn, contain copies of his various requests. Aifter you have zn
opportunity to review this correspondence, you might understanc Mr.
Weisberg's sense of frustration, impatience, and anger, as well as
his.decision to file suit.

Nevertheless, it seems «.ly reasonable that we should bring t=is
matter to your attention before we file such a suit, in the hope that
you will direct your subortinates to disclose these records to ¥r.
Weisberc, and thereby avoid the expense, both in time and momey, of
S y < > ¥
needless litigation. ’
The specific records requested by Mr. Weisberg are the following:

(1) All documents fllec by the United States with the Court in

James Earl Ray, the convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther
returned to this country. .These proceedings were public,

England in_June-July, 1968z iz the extrad1t101 p*oce;d*nﬁ Dy wnich

C.:‘)—B £ .:—" .

l Li"nhl

13 Cr 00 23 4t
\

. ver

EETIN



view, 811 documents submitted on.behalf of the United States con-
stitute public records which should be made available to any per-
son who desires to see them. ]

As ‘the attached letter of May 1, 1969, from the Chief Clerk of
Bow St. Magistrate'!s Court states "all papers which had been sent to
this Court from Washington" have been returned to Washington, and, as
far as is known to the Clerk, no copies were retained in England. Ve
realize that the original of the returned "papers® may still be in
the possession of the Department of State, but, as the "papers" were
prepared in the Department of Justice, we assume that copies were re-
tained in your Department's files. It is those that Mr. Weisberg asks
to see.

(2) 1In the District of Columbia Court of General Sessions, on
January 16, 1969, in the case of State of Louisiana v. Clay L. Shaw,

B

£:1
.| which was appended 2 "19€8 Panel Review of Photograshs, X-Ray
47« ments and Other Evidence Pertaining to the Fatal Wounding of Preasident

Vo
g‘f - John F. Xennedy on November 22, 1983, n Dallas, Texas. & ¢
s directed to page 5 o
ep
a

3
document is enclosed. Your attention i
view!, and specifically to a reference imn the middle of th
"memorandum of transfer, located in the National Archives, i
. 1965". This memorandum refers to a trapsfer of the autopsy photogripns
and x-rays, although it is not clear Irom whon and to wnom they were
transferred. It is this "memorandum of transier"” which Mr. Weisberg
seeking, and which has been denied him by both the Department? of Just
and the Archives, despite his many written requests.

It is our sincere hope that litigation will not be necessary to
effect a reconsideration of Mr. Weisberg's requests. If within two
weeks we do not receive a reply from you, we will assume that the De-
partment is adamant in its present position and wculd prefer that we seek
disclosure by filing suit in the District Court as provided in Sec. 3 (c)
of the Freedom of Information Act. .-

Sincerely,

FENSTERWALD, BEVAN AND'OﬁLHAUSEN

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.

Enclosures



STUPPURIP I SRS S UV e r e o tapat a2 F R e S

P s ot e e e o e

O v, -
; o

LAW OFFICES \) .
FENSTERWALD AND OHLIAUSEN
927 FIFTEENTH STREET, N. W. | e s -" 4§

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 - . -

’ R R
TELEPHONE (202) 347.3919 N Y 5Tiuc
BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR

g~V
PR et k4 MY

Wl Ves “ L. NEW YORK ASSOCIATES
WILLIAM G. GHLHAUSEN LN Poewd
' BASS & ULLMAN
. 0 T 342 MADISON AvVENUE
July 7, 1970 SLee NEW YoRK, N. Y. 10017
o 3HTS . |
civiL RIG

Hon. John Mitchell

Attorney General | . 6//—- /5 7-« /<'/7

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

As an attorney of record for James Earl Ray, the convicted
murderer of Dr. Martin Luther King, I ask your assistance
in procuring certain correspondence which may prove most
important re his Petition for Post Conviction Relief under

' the statutes of the State of Tennessee. Such a Petition
is now pending in the Circuit Court, Shelby County, Ten-
nessee. ‘

Specifically, we request a copy of each piece of correspon-
dence to and from Ray which you might have in your files
from June 10, 1968 to date. Because of his incarceration:.
it has been difficult to make copies of outgoing letters,
and some correspondence has gone to previous attorneys
and, as a practical matter, is unavailable now. -

We would greatly appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

. Sincerely yours,

Ny ;
6‘/\*" ' ’-,Q Vs L L‘_&Q;.,/“, (r

&

BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR.|

Attorney for James Earl Ray
BF:crrx
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“ Y ORGE McMILIAN

August 1k, 1970

 Dear Mr. Hoover: ; e

. : I an writing a blography of
 .iJames Earl Ray for Little, Broun end Conpany--
'the shape and approach of my book are kXnoir

‘to Mr. Tom Bishop, your assistant.

N I write you to ask wvhether the
£ime has not perhaps arrived when you can
‘relcase more information about R2y? He
seems to be about throusgh with his procedures
“for appeal. The 1ast one may be his post-
"conviction hearing which is to be held in
;Memphls on Sepbember 2, 1970,

< - . .
< o ‘ If this appe=l is turned down,
" 'yould it be eppropriate fo.r me to subzit a
¢ 7 1ist of questlons to you which I need
answered to prepare a useiul biography of
‘Ray.2 ..

s
\..

!
i

R

i
"y
g
)}

1
4

§ e

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ~
-~ Director S N : .
- - Federal Bureau of Investigation IR

" Department of Justlce v :
. "Washington, D. C. . E
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LAW OFFICES W .
N
FENSTERWALD AND OINIAUSEN \ A\
927 FIFTEENTH STRCEY, N. W. J ,k
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20005 .- ! L
TELEPMONE (202) 347.3319
BERNAKRD FENSTERWALD, Jr . l/hsw YORK Asse:u'r:v-
WILLIAM G. OHLHAUSEN

', BASS & ULLMAN
342 MASISON AVENUE
NEw YORrRk, N. Y. 10017

September 11, 1970

Mr, Jerris Leonard ”/;7 . /?Q/,,/Z;17*1/§/57

Assistant Attorney General

Department of Justice . . .
Washington, D. C. L@C@h

: . i
Dear Mr. Leonard: : ) ‘ /00 R

Please refer to my letter of August 13th, a copy -
of which is attached.

As Mr. Ray's case is currently being argued on a
Petition for Post Conviction Relief, the matter
is pressing.

Unless I hear from you in a week, I feel constrained
to proceed in District Court to seek an order for
the papers which I believe should be made availabile
‘o Ray for sevcral Constitutional reasons. -

Respectfully yours,

/'— -
B & T

]
i

\--‘(

Bernard Fensterwald Jr‘

BF:cx
Encl
‘ ; U \{ '7;'-.\'-" /"j‘g:l;’
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., ., - GLORGE McMTILLAN
{
1 September 15, 1970
1 ‘
1
D-e—ar }re. Hoover:
3 \ - You wrote me on August 19 informing
i . me that you had passed on to Mr. Jerris Leonard, Departzent
E of Justice, ry query about James Earl Raye I have not
1 . - heard fron Mr. Iaonard up to this point. Should I wrilte hin
; : directly? . ' '
: T : L [“;ﬂ cerely,
S S ‘ Zorelz //-’/l/\._..
¥ - °
E - . ' . George McMillan
a .
3 .
J S 'Hr. Je Edgai' Hoover
1 ‘ Director
; United States Department of Justice
E c Federal Bareau of Investigation '
4 ¥ ~ Washington, N-C.. 20535 . o~

L s
i
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LAW OFFICES

FENSTERWALD AND QHLHAUSEN
827 FIFTEENTH STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005
TeLEPHONE (202) 347-3919

DERNARD FENSTERWALD, Jr

New YORK_ ASSOCIATES
WILLIAM G. OHLHAUSEN . T

BASS & ULLMAN
342 MADISON AVZINUE
New Yorx, N. Y. 10017 .

September 24, 1970

Mr. William O'Connor

Chief, Criminal Section - Y /L//l
Civil Rights Division ‘ - [4 /
. Department of Justice zﬁ/{/-’ : L
. Washington, D. C. . DOCKETED

SEF 28 17
Dear Bill:

Enclosed are the pleadings about which I spoke. I
believe you will £ind them of interest. \

‘Good to renew our acquaiatance.

\ Hope to see you for lunch someday soon.

Best regards,

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.
BF:crr

gwe
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~GEORGIE MeMILLAN

-

September 28, i970

‘ (CIVIL RIGH s
Dear Mr. Leonaxrd: H'§

. : "Js Edgar Hoover informs ne
.£hatb hv has referrcd to you two letters of mine

... -esking for in$ormat sn about James Earl Ray. I

. am Wwriting a tlegs anhy of Ray for Little, ZErown
& Comrany on whic- I -nave been working nearly two
years. iy whole book is shaped toward explaining
Ray's motive and I need information, not about the
detalls of his crime, but about various periods of
hiS llfeo - - .
: {
. I suggested to lir. Hoover that o
. the time probably had come vhen additional informa-
“- ticn mlight now be released by the F3I or by you.
It is true that Ray still has some procedures of
appeal under way but he will probably be appealing
his case as long as he is alive. I wonder if I
may ask your help in this case? I will be glad to
furnish a list of questions of the materlal I am

interested in if you feel that they caa now be
answerec d.

. - ) 3
7 A : N

v

elf:

M,, ., W"/!,//w

Mr. Jerris Leonard

. Aszistont Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

U. S. Department of. Justice
--Wasnliagton, D.C. _ AR g
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COMMITIEL TO INVLESTIGATE
ASSASSINATIONS
027 157 STRET, N. W.
WASIINGTON, D. C. 20003
(202) 347-3837

.

HEMNAED FINSTIRWALD, IR.
EXLCUTIVE pPLILCTIOR
WASIIINGTON, D, C. . - -

BOAKD OF MIARCTORS

FRED COOK, INTERLAKLN, KEW JrRsryY
JOUN HENHY FAULR, AUSTIN, TEXAY9
BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JER., WASIl,, De Cs
TARIS FLAMMONDY, XEW TORX, N. Y.

JIM GARKISON, NEW ORLIANS, LAl

RICRARD 3O1rIIN, LA JOLLA, CALNY,
RICUARD SI'RAGUE, ITARTSDALR, N. T.

LLOYD TUYLING, WASK., D. C.

OCtober 19, 1970 WILLIAM TUGNER, MiLL \'LZ.LE!-. cALIP,

Attorney General John Mitchell
N Department of Justice )
e Washington, D. C.

-

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

Attached hereto is a completed.form DJ-118, a request for
access to official records under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and
28 CFR Part 16.

The records sought are an FBI file with respect to Sirhan
B. Sirhan. '

If it were not for the fact that the file in question had
‘beca made available to writer Robert Blair Kaiser, ang-
had not Mr. Kaiser made this fact known in his new book,
RFK Must Die, [please see Attachment], you might be in-
clined to answer that the records in quastion were within
an exemption in 5 U.S.C. 552. However, as they have been
made available. to a commercial writer and are the basis,
at least in part, for his published book, we can see no
reason why they should not be made equally available to
our Committee, as 5 U.S.C. 552 require equality of treat-
ment in access to recoxrds. '

144- )24tz
Therefore, we hope that the records can be made available &ﬁim
without sericus. delay.

} ﬁ¢9§;§é§ ;
Most respectfully yqur%f“'n' ’ -gi

fan> O sa7n T del

. ' y
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Form DIIIG ° . . : :
(£ 7460 . U. S. DEPARTHENT COF JUSTICE
: WASHINGTOMN, D. C. 20530 .
REQUEST FOR ACCESS T0 OFFICIAL RECORD
UNDER 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 23 CFR PART 16
Sec instructions for payment and delivery of this form at bottom of page
NAME OF REQUESTER Committee to ADDRESS (strect, clty, state and zip code)
Investigate Assassinations @27 15th St., N.W.
DATE october 19, 1970 : Washington, D.C. 20005
D0 YOU WisH T0 RECEIVE copigs 2 [Jves [Jwo NUMBER OF COPIES O I A T HERE RECORD
IE YES, SO INDICATE (no more than 10 copies of ony
document will be furnished). POSSlblV, in pant

DESCRIPTION OF RECORD REQUESTED (include any information which may be helpful in locating record)

FBI Office File 56-156, Bureau File 62-587, approximately 4,000 pages
of reports from FBI Special Agents with respect to an investigation
of Sirhan B. Sirhan, made upon request of the Attorney General.

L]

-

LITIGATION: DOES THIS REQUEST RELATE TO A MATTER IN PENDING OR PROSPECTIVE LITIGATION? [TJYES Cino

FILL INIF COURT (check one)] DISTRICT NAME OF CASE i _[DOCKET RUMBER
IN PENDING = FEDERAL State of Californip
LITIGATION K] sTateE Los Angeles, Calif} v. Sirhan, B. Sirhan

BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR.

. . : SIGNATURE
FOR USE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ONLY . A MINIMUM FEE OF $3.06 MUST ACCOIMPANRY TS RZIZUEST.
THIS REQUEST IS: OTHER CHARGES ARE AS FOLLOWS. (do not write in this box)

[0 cranTED
FOR SECOMD AND EACH ADDITICNAL CME QUARTER
HOUR SPENT IN SEARCHING FOR OR IDENTIEYING
REQUESTED RECORD $ 1.00

_ R : ’ FOR EACH ONE GUARTER HOUR SPENT IN MONITORING
REQUESTER'S EXAMINATION OF MATERIAL § 1.6

DENIED -
' COPIES OF DOCUMENTS:
50¢ FIRST PAGE, 25¢ EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE —
FOR CERTIFICATION OF TRUE COPY § 1.00 EACH
(] reFerreD ’ FOR ATTESTATION UNCER THE SEAL OF

THE DEPARTMENT $ 3.00 EACH

GSA CHARGE

TOTAL CHARGE S

payment under this section shall be made in cash, or by United States money ordz:t, or

~ .9 e e "2 _ 3 €% b oo

v cboier etamme will nof Le aCCCDtcd-

L,0s Angelaes oOr Washington,D.cz

i
2
3
3

+
.

L neats 19 @A WP BTN B h

@ e WA S et



< ey

d pTRI e A ———— o i o sy T TP e A e £ B A ST ST g s o ooy
. L]
' ' P ! - i
- .w
. '
. - ! |.
& : ¢ . [
. 4 t i ’ -
- . N : ? 4
l , { H o j ! ]

F
°

“R.F.K. Must Diel”

A History of

the Robelt Kennedy Assassination
and Its Aftermath

by

Robert Blair Kaiser

=5

E. P. DUTTON & CO., INC., NEW YORK, 1970
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... did anybody pay you to shoot Kennedy?” 321

=Of course it does,” said Berman, wondering to himself just how the

: g:"g'c'could be persuaded to et that happen.

“And I've got somc books,” said Jabara fiercely, “that ought to g0 in
ndence.”

=f'd like to have them right away,” said Berman. «And anything clsc
wa've got on the subject.”

Jabara smiled and relaxed cnough to cnjoy the greatest fricd shrimp in
tan. “Okay,” he said. “Okay.”

*Here,” | said, pushing a plate at Jabara, “have a fortunc cockic and sce
shut the fates have in store.”

Jshara took a sip of {ea, opened his cookie carefully and burst into a
e201 of laughter. He handed over a tiny scrap of paper imprinted with the
vewage: "DONT LET YOUR ENTHUSIASM OVERRIDE THE
FEALITY AROUND YOU.” Jubara laughed again.

While the lawyers settled down to the weary task of picking twelve jurors ’j‘

od six alternates, 1 continued to read the Federal RBurcau of Investiga-
vea's Office File 56-156, Burcau File No. 62-587. It was impressively
ey, comprising 2t lcastﬁ.COOvpgggs"gt; reparts f rom _special agents all_

ot the United States who looked into the casc of Sirhan Dishara Sirhan
Tion Tequent of e Attorney General of the United States under the
Toat Rights Act of 1968 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965."

And 1t was weli wrilten. The report of the assassination itself by Ama-
et O. Richards, Jr., of the Los Angeles officc was a model of telegraphic
ity
At appm\ima\cly 12:15 AM., 6/5/68, Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY
pevhimed victory in California primary election in crowded Embassy
Eaam, Ambassador Hotel, 3400 \Vilshire Boulevard. Los Angeles. As SEN-
ATOR KENNEDY and party were lcaving Embassy Room through itchen
it a series of shots were fired by an unknown individual. subscquently
Zeaufied as SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN. SENATOR KENNEDY fell
exdward onto floor, critically wounded with butlet in brain. SIRHAN wres-
el o floor, disarmed and turned over to Los Angeles. California, police
Fpnment (LAPD). :

1% reports gave me a chance 10 verify many of the associations Sirhan
W ieady told me about. Here werce summarics of FBI interviews with
suvs who had known Sirhan in school and with some of those who had

I
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LAW OFFICES

FENSTERWALD AND OIILUAUSEN
927 FIFTEENTH STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20003
TELEPHONE (202) 347.3919

S e s B PIWBTTEMALD. IR NEW YORK ASSOCIATES

@t tWw O CoLMAUSEN BASS & ULLMAN

342 MADISON AVENUE
November 24' 1970 NEwW YOorx, N. Y. 10017

Mr. William O'Connor
Chief, Criminal Section
Civil Rights Division
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

By the time I returned from California, Matt Byrne had !
flown the coop and returned there. I guess we passed
“in the night.

‘However, if you and/or others in the Department are in-
terested in recent developments in the Sirhan case, I
would be more than glad to £ill you in on what I gleaned
in Los Angeles. My present belief is that, although
Sirhan was attempting to assassinate RFK and did in fact
'wound five persons, the fatal bullet was fired from ke-
hind RFK at point blank (1 to 3 inches) range by an un-
known assailant. All three shots that hit RFK were
fired frcm back to front, down to up, and at a maximum
range of six inches. No single witness places Sirhan

in a position to fire all of these shots. In fact, most
witnesses place him, vis-a-vis RFK, so that he could not

have fired any of the three shots; I'm not sure on this
latter point. s

The judge in Memphis has ordered the State to respond to

Ray's petition by December 3rd. We should get some action
after this.

Thank Miss Gallagher for digging up the correspondence for
me. I am sorry to have put her to so much trouble.

§est regards, . /Lfﬁﬁ’25{;éé‘
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Mr. Ceorpo HMelilllan

Coffin Foint
Frozmore, South Carolina 29920

. b e ted 1
Dear Mo, Melitllan:

4] :
no.
2 B

~

T oa writing in sonce to your ietter of
Scepterber 23, 1%70, to Uir. Loonasrd, aand to vour
: several letters to lir. ilcovey wvhien have been
. zefeorred to this Division.
, Denartment of Justice files pertzining to
Jamas Eosl lay are confidaential, sinze they relare
to an official investisation ¢f g posszivle violgtion
of iedaral law., Accordingly, we casunct consly with
ner Information bascd on the

AY

}’01'1‘ rarvest for furth
Xa)
=g

e

I vould 1like to advisce vou that the decwzents
end exhiliits vhiech uvere £ilced on bennlfl of Tennesuce

3

. - o e mn . '] -
cand (licecuri in the Ray extradition proceedings in
the Britich Couri do noit cone withiin this riie, and

viil be mede gvailable Lor your inscection in ouw
offices ia Vashinzton at your request. I you wigh
to insnect these popers, you may nghke the anpropriate
srrangexents wich jilss ieniza Gallagher, zn attemey

me
in the Crlninal uechlon Civil nights Division,
Sincerely,

LTANIS LIOTARE
Aasistant Attornoy General

. Civil Rignts Sivisicn
/

Records

Chrono ,

0'Connor ; By K. WILLLAN O'COMNOR
Gallagher \ - Cihhief, Crin.lnal Scctiom

Trial file
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ATFINAVIT OF RFCEIPT OF WRITTEN MATERIAL
OTRIED RY ROGERT M, STRADFR MDD AGREFMENT
FOR RELFASE OFF INFORMATION

I hereby ackrnowledae, under oath, the receipt of written
docﬁwvnts.and instruments whicﬁ have been turned over to Nonald
F. ¥Felay, my attorney, during his reprcséntation of'ﬁy interests

in rejard to the publication of news stories concerning the-assas-
sination of Martin Luther ¥ing and the business and financial
"~ Cealincs of Senétér Russell Lonqg and the involvement theréin of
Charies Sdupiro, LillianSchapiro, Sam Boscoe,.Julian Rodriqucs,i
ganmes ?fwin, Ernest Donnell, Raymond Starns and the 1aw.firm of
Nesow and Mellon. -
This data was put in the custody and control of Donald F.
Péley over a period of time beginning November 21, 1968 and ending
_ Septemter 19, 1969, including bu£ not limited to:
1. A Texaco credit card and receipts therefrom given to
Potcrt N. Strader by Raymond Starns and issued to L. 0. Thrower.
2. Rusiness records and correspondence thch cover Robert
¥. Strader's commercxal interest in Dallas, Texas and Baton Rouqge,

Touisiana, anrd Miami, Florida, and corlespondence relating to

the as sasslnation of Martin Luther Kinag and Senator Russell Long's

o

business dealings; such information includes maps, plats, prints
: énd other husiness records rélaélng thereto.‘ .
3. The existence and ldeqtification of a 38 caliber revolver.
4. Personal correspondegég between ﬁoﬂert . Strader and his
wife Margaret M. Strader. «i
5. Written documents relafing +o Robert 1. Strader's dealings

with Sam poscoe, Sslidell, Louisiana. . ' y

bt



—

-

>, ‘Wri::on docunients relating to Robhert ii. Strader's comrer-
ciat dealiras with Julian Rodriques, Charles and Lillian Schapiro,
F?Enst\ﬁnnnol], Raymond Staxrns, and the .daw firm 6£
Af Nosor and “ellen.

£, Tive (5) Fdison Voicewriter disk recoréinds macde by Raobert
.ier on Decemher 5, 1962 outlining his account of said stories.

Yt is understood that Donald F. Foley shall not make any

éi closure of the above listed information whether it is a part

" nf a recorded statement or in documentary form or whether 1t was

crally corrmunicated to Ponald F. Feley by Robert M. Strader or

dargare+t . Strader unless consent is delivered to Donald F.

roley by Rohert I. Strader in writing stating specifically the
inforration +o he disclosed, to whom the information is to be
divuiged, thg manner in which said\infbrmation should be divulged,
whe@her such evidence includes evidence in documentary form and if
56,'a description thereof.

It is agreed that said written consent for disclosure of the
described information shall either be delivered personally byb
Robert B. Strader or sent by United States certified mq}l with
return r receint requested and marked "Personal” |

This signed statement of ‘three (3) pages contains, toccther
with s+atements and éocumenté, 211 the information vhich I sup-
rlied to my éttorney; Donald F. Foley, in written form and includes

ail info:maéion which said attorney has in his file in regard to

" +he assassination of Martin Luther King and the business and

irancial dealings of Senator Russell Long, the relationship of
Charles Schapiro and Lillian Schapiro thercto and other partles
3isted above other than my attorney's personal notes and copies
cf g0£::snorﬁence thereon. |

The above is a complete list and description of the document

o i L P Y. TR TP S 2 b vy 2 be b qywmen AT



DRSS IR atatemant e made and the
r=agyvar st to attorney in profess

.- she attorreys -client relati

Rl

~ant

«sat uioexe «+i11l bhe no unauthorized

re papers and naterials were
jonal confidencey and pur-
onship, with the understanding

use Nr disolo:ure thereof ani

with tle understandinq that there have been no covies made of this

.....

inforsation  and retained by honald F. Foley or published to out-

»

I herchy acknowledge‘rcceipt of all materials and documents

vhich I originally delivered to my

attorney, Donald F. Foley

IS

mATE OF TMDIANA )
) SS:
COUNTY NF MARIOM )

Robert H. Strader

- s

‘On this 27"day of ertember, 1969, before me personally

appeares robert H. Strader to me k

nown to be the person described

nerein and he acknowledged thét he executed the same as his free

act voluntarily without coerc1on from any souvce.

\
+1 WITNESS WHERECF I have hereunto 'set my hand in Tndianapolis,

1

Indianra, this _/7 /ﬂay of September, 1969.

1y Cormission Expires-

3/s2/2

NQtary¢£ﬁblic

;o e T

;/f¥4//jé{4€!&£—¢///// <’712;{i;%%-

"Donalu ¥ ;oley

et

.
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THE -NATIONAL MEMORY TRAINING INSTITUTE

—>

EVERGREEN ACRES
. MEMORY LANE
. ' NORTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02766
617-339.2633

~.Dar Sirs,

Jame° Earle Ray had a copy of my book on memory
w:th him when he was captured.
!’ .

I thought that he might have used the code for numbcrs
given in the book as a means oi co.rcealing numbers for
peOple he might have had contacts with. .

-

The book contains a complete list of words that can oo
"“be subsituted for numbers and it was my thought that
"he might have 3dicated by markings some that interested him,

~--.According to reports the book was "well worn" when he was

~captured.

‘The BI pooh poded the idea and clmost $hrew me out for
-venturing into their Bost on office,

;}th f§# be late but I'G like to see yomeone take a ’
. < ook at this possibility. . A

-

>

Sincerely,

7#.,,

N
i
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- Law Of,"[ces \ S
FENSTERWALD AND OIILIAUSEN - e
910 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. °
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006
TELEPHONE (202) 223.16687
BERMARD FENSTERWALD, JR ) NZW YORK ASSOCIATES

WILLIAM G. OHLHAUSEN ) .
——— _ BASS & ULLMAN

GORDON F. HARRISON 342 MADISON AVENUE
©f COUNSEL ’ NEW YoRrx, N. Y, 10017

February 21, 1974

Mr. William O'Connor
550 1lth St., N.W. (12th Flr.)
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

Thank you sc much for the meeting yesterday. It's frustrating
to know we are on the right track and not be able to do any-
thing about it. Maybe, someday..... :

Enclosed are the two books we mentioned. One is pro-conspiracy
and the other, con. Needless to say, I prefer the Weisberg
book but both are worth reading.

Also enclosed is the 6th Circuit opinion for your files. 1Its
language is remarkably firm.

\
Further, I enclose the Scotland Yard letter and the recent letter
from the auvthor of How to Cach in on Your Hidden Memory Power.

George McMillan's address is Frogmore, S.C. 29920 (11 miles from
Beaufort, on the coast). The last phone number I have from him
is, (80G3) 524-6742.

The CIA (?) man is Philip Di Tommaso, 6431 Woodvale Drive, Falls
Church, Vva. 533-1690. I have not approached him.

Ken Smith suggests one other name and person to be checked out:

. Ralph "Rocky" Nickerson. His habitat is the underworld/skid row
Atlanta. He is half Indian and tough as hell. We believe he
was a pal of Jimmy's in Atlanta. However, of interest is the
fact that he fits the description of the mysterious man who went
to the Lorraine Motel and insisted that King's reservation be
changed from the first to the second floor. He also fits the
description of the man who ditched the Mustang in Atlanta after
the murder. Have Steve call me if he wants more on this.
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-Mr. Wm. O'Connor
Page 2
Feb. 21, 1974

You asked to be reminded to check up on the "identifying marks"
on the missing window sill from the rooming house bathroom.

Guess that's it. Again thanks for the interest and cooperation.

Warm regards,

o

Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.
BF:crr

Encls.

Italis
e
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February 26, 1274

Bernard Fenstexrwald, Jr., Esq.
Fensterwald and Chlhiausen

- 910 Sixteenth Street, N, W.
-‘Wachingten, D. C. 20006

Thanks for your lotter of Februzry 21. and for

- youy ¥22l cooperatica in the meeting which we had en

Februasyy 20. We are worlkiding on a number of ccncerus
which you ralsed, anl, of courze, beceause of the

- pondarous voluma of data, it will be soze time before

o o - .
o further digouccion.

?
we have & very firm bacisg
N
- In the event that you thipk that vour client's
interest would imclude a discussion with you &g 2
£ the facts vhich he may know, I would be very
enzious to pursue thet dizcussion.

4

Best regards,

.. - R, WILLIAH O'CONWOR
Deputy Assistant Attormey Cencral
Civil Rights Divizsion

ce: Allen
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The Assassination of the Reverend Martin Luther ling, Jr.,
and Possible Links YVith the Kennedy Murders

: Wayne Chastain, Jr. ' ‘ — P a r& on e

H 810 Washington, Apt. 408
: Memphis, .Tenn. 38105 |

The Eggs and Sausage Man ;'The shot sounded as if it were fired in back of

" - . o the cafe,” Jowers said. "At the time I thought it
N :Sn An athletic-appearing man walked into Jim's Cafe, was just a backfire from a truck.” .
. .8 411 §. Main, in downtown Memphis, Tenn., about 4:30 R

3  p.m. on April 4, 1968. He ordered eggs and sausage. The killer fired a single rifle shot. The bullet
- f\ﬁ} ftis mood and manner evoked %he attention of ?l least pierced Dr. King's lower right jaw, ripping open a
R ~ two persons — the black waitress who took his order, wide, flap-like area extending from his lower face.
- * and the white owner, Lloyd Jowers. The memory of upper neck and upper shoulder. The shell, however,

< the customer's face and figure remains firmly etched
™ in the minds of both Jowers and his waitress, more
than five years after the event.

shattered into fraygmenls, later making it impossible
for ballistic experts to ascertain the exact weapoa

B o~ from which it was fired. 7The bullet apparently
’ . . traveled in an upward trajectorgl because witnesses
. ~+ At 6:01 p.m. the same day, about an hour after maintained the impact thrust Dr. King's body in an
. .\ithe eggs and sausage man had digested his last mor- upward motion, literally 1lifting him off his heels
. t&ﬁv sel, wiped his plate clean with a biscuit, paid his

and into the air. The official version, however,
disputes the upward trajectory and maintains the
shot' was fired from the second story rocming house
above Jim's Cafe, rather than from a site in back

-, %‘J bill and left the cafe, Jowers heard an exploding
T B \{ sound in back of his cafe.
. X

.
~

.
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. The Assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King

A sniper had assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., ashe stood on the balcony of the second floor
of the Lurraine Motel, an establishment that catered
exclusively to blacks, less than a block away freca
the cafe.

Wayne Chastain of Memphis, Tenn., is a veteran
newspaper reporter and southern journalist with
experience on several metropolitan dailies in
Texas including E1 Faso, Houston, Dallas and San
Antonio, as well as on the St. Louis Globe-Demo-
crat and a Memphis daily. He had traveled with
br, King's entouraye on and off for two years
prior to the assassination. He had spent the last
two days ol King's life covering his specches in
Menmphis prior to the shooting., He was on themur-
der scene within 10 minutes after Dr. King was
shot, He interviewed evewitnesses for onc of the
first comprehensive news accounts to the nation of
bDr. King's death. A native Texan and a graduate
of the University of Texas with a bachelor's de-
gree in history and political science, Mr. Chas-
tain also spent several months in early 1964 in-
vestigating and researching the assassination of
President Kennedy, Jack Ruby's link with Lec Har-
vey Oswald and a group of pro-Cuban arms runners,
and other activities related to Kenncdy's death.
Mionths before The Warren Commission's report,
which was published in the fall of 1964, Mr, Chas-
tain — after exhaustive interviews with hundreds
of witnesses — had rcached the conclusion that
President Kennedy's death was the result of a
plot involving paramilitary prolessionals financed
by a group of wealthy, right-wing Texans with
strond connectiaone vrith formey hiahofticials with

of the cafe.
Chauffeur Witnesscs Slaying

Solomon Jones, Dr. King's chauffeur, stood <n the
ground floor below the balcony and was looking up in
Dr. King's face as Dr. King leayed down on the hal-
cony and asked Jones if he needed an overcoat. Joncs
said he was looking directly in Dr. King's face whea
a red splotch flashed across his chin and upper
chest, . :

"He seemed to float up in the air and come doun
on his back,” Jones told this writer less than 20
minutes after King was shot. ™I heard the shot and
turned around and saw a man with a white shecet on
his face in some bushes over there.” Jones poinied
to a clump of bushes to the right of the back door
of Jim's Cafe. Jones said he thought the gunman
threw something from the bushes and tken "hunkered
down again” as if he were going to fire another
shot. (A famous writerZ, however, has rclated 3
slightly different version cf Jones' story.) Jornes
told this writer on that night that when the mn
"hunkered down", that he, Jones, ducked down behind
Dr. King's Cadillac parked directly under the secerd
story railing, bacause he thought he might be shot
if the gunmon was going to fire again. Seconds
later, when people were rushing onto the Lorraine
parking lot from all directions — including police-
men, firemen and plainclothesmen - Jones rnse up
from behind the Cadillac and again looked over to
the clump of bushes. Jones told this writer he was
positive hc saw the same man he saw a few minutes
before — sans white sheet on his face and sans
weapon — stand up from the bushes again. He walied
out of the bushes at a slow pace, and casually
joined a group of firemen running toward the Lor-
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‘sion at that point.

“The guilty plea of James Earl Ray amounts to nothing more than the fact that his attorneys had ad-
vised him that he was deemed as guilty under the Tennessee homicide statute as the man who fired
the shot. . .. Judge Battle not only attempted to stop Ray before Ray could blurt out details of a
conspiracy in open court, but Battle was aided by Ray’s own defense attorney, Percy Foreman.”

"Things were happening so fast," Jones said. "1
believe he got within 25 feet of me, but he didn't
have any sort of weapon. There was so much confu-
People were running over to the
sotel in every direction it seemed. The man wore 2
jacket and 1 believe a plaid shirt. Suddenly, he
Just scemed to vanish in the crowd."

Chauffeur’s Story Not Believed

Jones said he broke himself from the frozenstance
and jumped into the Cadillac (the motor had been run-
ning at the time King was shot) and attempted to
drive of f the motel property to see if the man had
fled down adjoining streets. But Jones was hemmed
in by incoming police car$ and an ambulance. At that
point, Jones said he began concentrating on getting
Dr. King into an ambulance and received permission
from police to drive the Cadillac behind the ambu-
lance to the hospital.

Jones said the police never believed his story.
This writer wrote a byline article that appeared in
the afternoon daily the next day, relating Jones’
story. Neither Jones nor this writer were subpoe-
naed as witnesses at the trial of James Earl Ray,
although other reporters were.

Mote! Owner’s Wife Dies of Heart Attack

Walter Bailey, a black man who had been employed
20 years by The floliday Inas of America Inc.. owned
the Lorraine Motel. This motel was named aiter his
wife, who managed the motel during the day when he
»as at work. Bailey and his wife had invested their
life savings in the Lorraine Property and had made
the Lorraine a going concern.

Less than 30 minutes after the shooting of Dr. ?

King. Mrs. Bailey dropped dead of a heart attack. ¢

The attack came after she had learned of Dr.
King's death on the second floor. Befure the attack
and seconds after she had been informed of the shoot-
irg, an employe told this writer Mrs. Bailey groaned:
"%y God, what have I done?" oor—

A very religious woman, Mrs. Bailey had been an
ardent admirer of Dr. King. The employe told this
writer that Mrs. Bailey became as excited as a
“school girl” when her husband told her a few days
before that Dr. King was going to stay at The Lor-
raine on his next visit to Memphis.

Dr Kina®c Earlior Vieit 1t Mamrnhie

tional Guard. Time magazine described the event as
the "beginning of the long, hot — and bloody —
suzmer of 1968” in the following week's issue.

Dr. King left Memphis after the riot and vowed he
would return to the city and lead a peaceful demon-
stration. The week before, he had completed plans
to lead the Poor People’s March from Mississippi to
Nashington, D.C., and now he not only would lead a
peaceful march through the city of demphis in April,
but that Memphis would probably be the first major
stop on his summer march to Washington.

In order to make the next march a peaceful cre,
however, Dr. King realized he had to make certain
concessions to the young, black militants who had
sparked the riot, violence, and destruction, so that
he could contain them.

These black militants had bitterly eriticized Or.
King for staying at the posh Holiday Inn — River-
mont, a symbol of white affluence in Me=phis, a caz-
zling edifice that towered 13 stories above the
bluffs of The Mississippi River near tke “emphis &
Arkansas Bridge. King had also used the hotel as
his press headquarters.

Thus, one of the concessions Dr. King made to the
militants was to move out of the hotel and into a
black motel. When Mrs. Bailey learned this fact
from her husband, she quickly prepared her best
suite on the first floor, according to the eaployce.

Fraudulent Advance Security

Then, on April 2, 2 day before King was supposed
to arrive in Memphis, Mrs. Bailey received a visit
by a man she presumed to be black, but whe= an e=m- bﬂ{//f
ployce later warned her was a white man pretendingy ) <
to be black. He identified himself as an sdvance  §*°° "3
security man for Dr. King's Southern Christian Lead- Zovr ™%
ership Conference. The emplovee seased the visitor .jlevb
was a "white man imitating a black™. ‘frs. Bailey I
later laughed off the employee’s suspicions. pooh-
poching the idea that a white man would imitate a
Negro. . N

fenf

The employce described the visitor as about six A & 1
feet tall, with a "physique like a football nlaver . FA -
lie had strong facial leatures and | penctrating black
eycs”, and “"looked more Indian than he did Negro”,
the employee said. »i’«-) Areatt ‘4{-“‘%‘\&9——-

’ Ao Lfh Ndvatpicr~

The visitor — whether he be black, white or In-
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local black SCLC officials who acted as advance se-.
ecurity for Dr. King's arrival, or could fit the des-
cription givcn by the employee.

The purported black visitor asked Mrs. Bajley to
show him Dr. King's suxlo. When he saw it was on the
firsy flopr, he said: "No, no, Mrs. Bailey. This
simply won't do. Ur. King always likes to stay on
the second floor overlooking a swimming pool.”

Mrs. Bailey quickly reversed the arrangements.
She cincelled an earlier reservation she received
for an upstairs suite overlooking the swimming pool.
She prepared it for Dr. King's arrival.

Jim’s Cafe

On the day Dr. King was killed, an observer could
peer out the back door of Jim's Cafe and almost see
the balcony of The Lorraine where Dr. King was
standing when the fatal shot was fired. If endowed
with a good baseball pitcher's arm, he could step
outl the back door, walk several fcet to the right,
wind up, and let go with-a ball that could strike
anyone standing on the balcony. From inside the
cafe, the view of the balcony was partially obscured
by 2 clump of bushes, and trees with broken limbs
hanging down. The same observer, outside the back
of the cafe, could walk several feet to the left (or
north) and could not see the balcony. The motel
balcony from the back door of the cafe is less than
a city block away.

The Lorraine Motel is on Mulberry Street, which
runs parallel with Main Street. On the day Dr.
King was killed, the lot in back of Jim's Cafe was
thick with brush overgrowth. One week after King
was killed, however, the bushes, the thick brush and
limbs from the trees were mysteriously cut, on or-
ders from someone inside The City of Memphis govern-
ment’ parks division. The result was an unob-
structed view of the balcony from a bathroom window
upstairs over Jim's Cafe. The window is left — or
north — of the Cafe's back door. This is the room
from which the Memphis police, the FBI and the
Shelby County Attorney-General's office would later
contend that the fatal shet was fired — a traject-
ory' that would be in a downward direction toward the
spot where King stood.

- The Mysterious Man

that was the significance of the "eggs and saus-
age” man's visit to Jim's Cafe?

The man - clad in a dark sweater, expensive-
looking white dress shirt but no tie — aroused the,
curiosity of Jowers and his waitress. °

"He just wasn't our regular run of customer,”
Jowers said. "“His physique reminded me of a foot-
ball playver or college athlete, but his *oice sug-

gec A’k
gested TH31 he was older and more mature.” f}‘i
———

The waitress described him as "very handsome” Agi
with dark_eves and dark wavy hair. She satd he re
minded her of an Indian because of his "high cheek-
bores™ and because of his taciturn mood., 4. :
L Sy e t——— J

"He was quiet, did not _smile, short on words, and
i T bW sasua
scemed to crunt whenseer 1 said anvihing to him."
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Jowers, however, said he is not afraid. “if they

were going to do anvthzng to me, they wou}d have ;

done it a long time ago”. i

. l

Jowers said the eggs and sausage customer_ap. /¥~
peared — and smelled — cle Hle did not reek uof
alcoholic fumes. He appeared “dead sober” — a phy.

sical state that set him apart from most of Jowers’ i

customers. :

"He did not seem to be on dope either,"” Jowers
said. "I have secen too many of these hop-heads. 1
can tell by looking at their eyes, and their arms if
they are uncovered. I became curious 2as to why he
was down in this part of town. He was husky and
handsome enough that he would not have to come to
this part of town if he were looking for a whore or
an easy lay.’

Main Street’s South End

The South end of Memphis' Main Street is an area
of blight. 1t marks the periphery of the city’s
massive black ghetto. The businesses on this end of
Main Street are largely operated by whltes in a long
row of two story buildings.

Many of the buildings contain vacancies. Many
doors and display windows are boarded up. Planks
have replaced glass in many of the display window
openings. "For Lease" signs are plastered on many
of the deserted sites. The second stories are used
as stock rooms, and warehouses in many of these
buildings. Other second story sites are rented cut
as living quarters to poor whites. On streets run-
ning parallel with Main Strect, as well as perpen-
dicular to it, there are black businesses and many
decaying residences now occupied mostly by black
families.

. N

South Main parallels the Mississippi River. The
waves of "Old Man River" splash against the levee
less than five streets away, separated by the Illi-
nois Central Railroad tracks. Jim's Cafe %s less
than 3 quarter of a mile to the Memphis & Arkansas
Bridge, a juncture that connects with Intevrstate 35
headed north to St. Louis aboit 300 miles away, and
Interstate 40 which runs west to Little Rock less
than 150 miles away.

Above Jim's Cafe, there is a rooming house occu-
pied exclusively by poor whites. Although Jowers
scrupulously avoids using the word "flophouse”, this
is how many of his neighberirg businessmen charac-
terize the rooming establishment. (Technicslly,
Jowers is correct, because a flophouse denotes a
large barracks-like space where all tenants sleep on
cots, and an interior devoid of rooms and partitions.)

The particplar rooming house above Jowers’
included on the day in question "winos", redeemed
alcoholics "trying to shake the habit", and working
whites, poor, but resentful because they had to live

with boozers who kept them up all night fighting and
drinking.

Cafe

"Another reason we remember the man who erdered
eyqgs and sausage was because nat nanv of our custer-f
ers order those two items at _that tiue of day.” o= oL
ers said. "Also, the man did not erder either a
heer or a set-up and did not have a bottle — that



A Disgruntied Customer

*The man kept going over to the wall where the
telephone was located but he never picked up the
phone,” the waitress said. “ile looked at the wall
and appeared 1o be angry about something. There was
a telephone book nearby but he didn't buther using
jt. 1 thought he might have forgotten a telephone
punber or somethingl™

. The waitress recalls asking him if he needed the
phone book to look up a number. She remembers him
“grunting”, which she assumed to be a negative re-
sponsc,~bul does not remember what he actually said.
She said shecould not tell if he had any kind of ac-
cent or not, because he would "just always mumble
when 1 said something to him". “_<z1. oeem
— .

The man ate his order there. He drank a cup of
coffee. He left about 5 p.m.

Then, at 6:01 p.m., Jowers said he recalls hear-
irg the shot that supposedly killed King. "It
sounded as if it came from the back of the cafe
rather than upstairs in the rooming house, where the
police said the killer fired it,” Jowers said. "At
the time’, 1 thought it was a backfire of an automo-
bile over on Mulberry Street (approximately in front
of the balceny of The Lorraine).”

James Earl Ray

The official FBI and police investigation today
contends the fatal shot that killed King came from a
bathroom window upstairs in the rooming house by
James Earl Ray, 41, then an escaped convicl from the
¥issuuri State Prison. Ray today is serving a 99-
year sentence for the murder of Dr. King after he
pleaded guilty in Criminal District Court in Memphis
in exchange for the 99-year sentence. It is always
relevant to point out, however, Rav's gquilty plea
cannotl be logically interpreted necessarily as the
confession of a man who actually fired the shot that
killed King. Coupled with the fact that Ray stated
in open court words to the effect that there had in-
deed been a conspiracy, Ray's guilty plea amounts tu
nothing more than the fact that his attorneys had
advised him that he was deemed as guilty under the
icnnessce homicide statute as the man who fired the
shot, This is the so-called "felony murder” rule —
mancly, anyone who participates in the commission of
3 felony that results in a homicide is as guilty in
the eyes of the law as the man who actually caused
the homicide. Because the felony committed here was
surder itself, it would almost be superfluous to say
that one who conspires with another to commit murder
iy as guilty as the man who actually carrjes out the
exccution of the crime. ¢

Conspiracy?

It is relevant to point out that in the February
1909 hearing in which Roy pleaded quilty, he appeared
eager to clarify the question as to whether there
»as a conspiracy behind Dr. King's death.3 The late
a. Preston Bottle, the Memphis judge who presided
over the Ray hearing, haod neither the legal nor in-
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immediately entered objections to his own client's
testimony by insisting en two points: one, the pro-
secution presented no evidence of conspiracy: and
two, any evidence of conspiracy would have nothing
to do with that particular trial nor with having
any effect on his client’'s guilty plea and the sub-
sequent sentence. Battle quickly upheld Forezan's
objections. :

Today Ray is appesling his gﬁilty plea. Asking
for a new trial, based upon Percy Foreman's improper
and “unethical” representation. Ray's appeal has

gone through the state courts and has been rejected.

He is now appealing through the federal courts. He
is represented by Robert Livingston. a Memphis at-
torney; and Bernard Fensterwald, a washington, O0.C.
attorney who is also representing James McCord in
the Watergate case. Fensterwald is alsc executive
director of the privately financed Committee To In-
vestigate Assassirations.0

s

As most readers know, Ray was arrested at the

London International Airport by Scotland Yard agents

after he hzd eluded the FBI in the U.S., fled te
Canada, later flew to England, then to Portugal for
several days.
when he had returned to England and was prepared to
fly to Brussels on a forged passport.

Ray became the chief suspect when Memphis Police
Inspector N.E. Zachary found a bundle near the foot
of the stairwell leading to the rooming house over
Jim's Cafe. The bundle contained the rifle which.
the FBI would later say was the murder weapon be-
cause of shells found with it that were of the same
caliber as the bullet that shattered in King's body.
Wrapped in a bedspread which contained fibers from
the trunk of Ray's car, the bundle also contained a
radio with Ray's Missouri State Prison serial num-
ber on it: a suitcase with clothing belonging to a
man smaller than Ray as well as clothing belonging
to Ray: and binoculars with Ray’'s firgerprints on
them. Tracing them to a Memphis store where the
binoculars had been purchased the day before, police
also obtained a statement from a clerk that identi-
fied Ray as the purchaser.

Cafe Investigation

Back at the cafe after King was killed, Jowers

had said he thought the blasting sound to the rear

{f his cafe and toward Mulberry Street was the back-
fire of a truck. Minutes after the sourd, police
swarmed over the area, taking positions in front of
the cafe. They told Jowers no one could leave the
cafe. (About 5:30 p.m., after the ecggs and sausage
man left, the cafe had filled with workers who had
Just gotten off duty at a nearby paper company. It
was payday and many of them came to cash pay checks
and drink beer.)

“"The police were rushing around like chickens
with their heads cut off,” Jowers said. “They did
not scem 1o know vhere the shot was fired. 1 later
learned it was almost an hour before they went up-
stairs to the rooning house .to question anyone up
there. bBefore that, and minutes after the shooting,

His arrest at the London Airport came

P

Yo

10 R .

e 8t

AP S S ol

© A



BT J U S S

R em e e S wak v el v . c R
A e e e i - et bl b o e et - sw.«.

S AN SRR VSRR Sty ST

,to qucstion me. They could have been FB] men be-
cause they did not look familiar and 1 know at least
by face most of the Mcmphls detectives.”

The captaxn and the plainclothesmen sccmcd very

intcrcglgg_xn the "eqggs and sausaqge man". They also
questioned the waitress, and txiamined the table
where he_sat, and the wall near the “telephone, Jow-
ers ponnlcd out.

The plainclothesmen left. The police captain

told Joucrs- "If that 'eggs and sausage man! - coaes

*~  He )s probably our man."

{In the next instaliment - “The Eggs and Sausage Man Returns™}

Footnotes

’l. Jim Bishop, The Days of Martin Luther King Jr.

(G.P. Putnam & Sons), P-61. Bishop accepts a
conspiracy theory behind King's murder but para-
doxically accepts some key assumptions of the of-
ficial "non-conspiracy” thecory — namely that the
shot was fired from a second story bathroom win-
dow over Jim's Cafe. Thus, he must accept the
downward trajectory conclusion of Dr. Jerry Fran-
cisco, Memphis medical examiner who performed the
autopsy on King's body. Francisco ignored eye-
witness testimony that Dr. King was hunched over
the balcony railing, looking down to the ground
floor when the shot was fired. Francisco's pure
medical findings cannot be faulted — namely, the
bullet entered King's lower right jaw, severed
the neck from the spinal cord with fragments com-
ing to rest at the back of his neckline. Note, in
a lcuning position, Dr. King's lower jaw would be
on a lower plane than the rear of his neckline.
Viewed withirn this frame of reference, Dr. Fran-
cisco's medical findings would be conrsistent with
an upward trajectory. A brilliant foremsic path-
ologist, Dr. Francisco has been bitterly criti-
cized by Memphis defense attorneys for anticipat-
ing what the prosecution wants to prove in a
given case, and then extrapolating legal conclu-
sions from his medical findings to corroborate
the prosecutor’s theory. His findings were bit-
sterly disputed in two other widely-publicized
Memph: s murders. One involved a wealthy Mcmphis
merchant convicted largely on Dr. Francisco's
medical testimony. The conviction was reversed
on appeal. . Dr. Robert Hausmann, a noted American
forensic pathologist, and assistant medical exam-
iner of New York City, gave expert medical testi-
mony for the defense, rebutting all of Dr. Fran-
cisco's findings. An appellate judge said Dr.
Hausmann's rebuttal testimony was sufficient to
have justificed a directed verdict in the defend-
ant's favor.

Gerold Frank, An American Death (Doubleday & Co.),
P-283. Frank relates Jones' story in one para-
graph from second hand sources, indicating he
never interviewed Jones. Frank also cites
another witness, Harold (Cornbread) Carter, who
corroborates Jones' story about a man in the
bushes., Again, Frank only relates Carter's story
by c¢iting official reports, indicating he never
talked personally with Carter. This writer was
unfortunate in that he did not get to talk to
Carter on the night of the slaying, but 1 reached
him several weeks later. He related substan-

aseere

then almost step on him running from the bushes,
Carter was Jaxled shortly afterwards for public
drunkeness. Ray's defense attorneys deemed Car-
ter's story significant because: 1) he was white:
2) he had never seen or talked to Jones before.
the slaying: and 3) he was on record as telling
his story to police on the night of the slaying
before police had constructed the upstairs bath-
room as the scene of the crime.

3. Harold Weisberg, The Frame-Up, Distributed by E.
P. Dutton & Co., P-106, 107.

4. John Seigenthaler, A Search For Justice, (Aurora
Publishers), PP-187-188/ P199.  Author Seigen-
thaler, editor of The Nashville Ternessean, one
of the most respected metropolitan dailies in the
Mid-South, severely takes Judge Battle to task for
not putting Ray on the witness stand and elicit-
ing details about the conspiracy Ray suggested
that led to Dr. King's death. As Judge Sirico
did in the Watergate case, Judge Baltle had the
authority to do this because Ray at that point
could not plead self- 1ncr1m‘nat10n as he had al-
reany pleaded guilty.

5. Frame-Up, P-103. Weisberg points out the curious
fact that only Foreman said there "was no con~
spiracy” in open court.. The prosecuters only
said there was "no evidence of comspiracy” in
King's death.

6. As the reader will learn later on, Fensterwald
obtained a rap sheet and other data on a man that
the Committee has tentatively identified as the
"eggs and sausage man". More will be said in a
subsequent articie about this tentative suspect,-
under the code-name of "Jack Armstrong”. o}
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_WT:LEPHONt (202) 223-1887

- -~
BERNARD FENSTERWALD., JR . . ' ’
WILLIAM G, OHLHAUSEN

NEW YORK ASSOCIATES

BASS & ULLMAN
342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017

GORDON F. HARRISON
’ OF COUNSEL

March 27, 1974

Mr. William O'Connor
550 11th Sst., N.W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

I enclose a copy of a letter which I obtained, and which
should be of interest to you. It is from G=zorge McMillan,
well known writer and hopeful biographer of James Earl Ray:;
it is to Jchn Ray, Jame's brother.

As you will note, McMillan claims access to the FBI file
. &and asserts that both Gerold Frank and william Huie had
access.

If this is true, and I have reason to believe it is true

at least in the cases of Huie and Frank, I believe that I,

as Ray's attorney, am entitled to access. In fact, I balieve
I'm entitled under the FOI Act as an individual. It would

be to everyone's advantage, I believe, to let me examine it
gquietly rather than after a big, public flap.

Would you look into this and take it up with your elders.

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

Bl

-Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.

BF:cr o - _
Encl ' . R —
Ps. | o ' "//7 A
" Despite our best efforts, Ray is still in sof tary; TPV ITWCEIR
starting his 18th month. _ l .
We qo E? Houston to depose Percy Foreman gn}Apr1Ap§r§3-1974 [
Oh joy!! 4 ;
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GEORGE McMiLLan

12 HILLIARD STREET

Sept 14, 1c7=

Gcl13s

CAMBRIDGE, MACSE

PHONE 617-5347.6260
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GEORGE MchiLtLanN

12 HILLIARD STREET
CAMBRIDGE. MASS. 02138

PHONE 617.%547.6260

¥bet I wculd like 3 Zcre zhan eanytaing is to
check Jderrv's storv witn vou. wnat ¢o vou thir{< ahout
doing it by m211? I've just Teen taking for zmanted
that thle 1s sozethins you jwoulén't wani to write re
atout. 3 I vrong? Let Te know. Irf 1t's CK witha you,

t's 80X with aze. .

And I zwill yxamx pay vou eoxzethinz for vour
help. Yot 'a tig sun. Anc I wen't pay in edvarce., I've
teen had too often Tor tn - Zut I will pay as we go
along. a

And if wve don't co it now, I don't know when
ve wil1 ever 6o it pel=y 1° ruaninA out for ne.

And I'a coinz o uqe sode hing so it night as well tce
the straicht story.

I would like to taiy wita Jlmmy. 7Tile Tennessece
officlals have given me permission. =ut vizov won't
See me, just as he pasn't seen zny wriier. cerry says
that if Jimmy's current appeal is turneé éown in
Cincinnaui that Jicay is goine to iallk, nolé 2 Tress
ccenference, well, I doutt that itners would te zuch for
me in that press conference. Zotn Signer snd TgoraTton
have urgog Jim~~w +o 223% w4t Ta Sus :ensierwald dces
not want niaz to.

I think he should. Xine is ths Zas: book *that's
going to te done iIn the foreseezzle Tuure. &nd he
can't sell anotner "story" like he e2ld %o Zuie. |
Notody is soings t2 ray tiz arnymore unless inev chnelk the
story in acvance. On, zayte soze IV relwerk michi cay
him 2 relatively szzll sum Tor an or-~-camers jinterview.
But that woulén't help anvvocy.

One zore guestion. Do vou have any plzipre
of your ferily? Y, ur moiner? Any olé pictures of
any kind of aay medter of the Temily?

Look forward to tearing froa vou somm,
Sincerz1/,
( ~
Mr. John La“rv Ray #BET08 .

Marion
T1linoie : ]
At
FS I Toving South Cctobr 1lst S0 zanswar t:
. e at . Coffin Point
Frozzore, Socuth €arclina 2cc2Q

-
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STATE OF TENNESSEE

MILTON P. RICE
ATTORNCY GENERAL & RLPORTER

Honorable William B. Saxbe

Attorney General

ROBERT E. KENDRICK
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENEQAL
CRIMINAL DIVISION

€. HAYES COONEY
DEPUTY ATTORMEY GENCRAL
CiIVIL DIVISI1ON

ROBERT H. RODERTS
ADVOCATE SCNEIRAYL

ASSISTANT ATTOARNEYS GENERAL
ROSERT B. MILLER
EVERETT H. FALK
WILLIAM N. BYERS
BART C. DURMHAM II
RUSSELL G. LAZENBY, JR.
R. JACKSON ROSE
WELDON B. WHITE, JR.
WILLIAM B. HUBBARD
ALEX B. SHIPLEY,JR.
JOHN B.HAGLER,JA.
WILLIAM M. HAILE I
ROBERT b. LITTLETON
WILLIAM C. ROCH, JR.
WILLIAM J, HAYNES, JR.
TOM P, JENNINGS
DAVIOD L. RAYBIN

OFFICE OF THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL
SUPREME COURT BUILDING

NABHVILLE, TENNESSEE 27219 B

September 30, 1974’:‘i:?.H

of the United States

United States Department of Justice

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Saxbe:

I am counsel for the State of Tennessee for the James Earl
Ray evidentiary hearing in the United States District Court for the
Western District of Tennessee.

Western District

Ray v. Rose, Civil Action No. C-74-160,
of Tennessee, Western Division. A .

. Among the issues at the hearing will be the compctency of
Ray's former counsel, Percy Foreman of Houston, Texas in Ray's Tennessee
criminal proceeding that culminated in Ray's guilty plea to the first

degree murder of

" In his
between November
to then Attormey
ing any evidence

We are
letters from Mr.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

deposition for this hearing, Mr. Foreman stated that
12, 1968 and March 10, 1969, he wrote several letter
GCeneral of the United States, Ramsey Cl§rk, request-
in the Ray case that was in Mr. Clark's possession.

requesting your assistance as to whether any such
Foreman to the Attorney General exist. If such letters

do exist, will you please provide our office with certified copies of
those letters. We appreciate any assistance that, you can give us in

this matter.

With kindest regards, I remain

WJIH/mw

VY

) e

=
Sﬂg;mca&-.ﬁ-

2 0CT 4 1974

Sincereclyj, )
v,
: Ly L /,z.. _
S e CEEY TS
s 1 £ § oot ety o

William Jf’Haynﬁs, Jr.
Assistant Attormey General
State of Tennessce
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RECOUe e QUISTIRS CONTACT
(DX oxder Vo, 532-73)

Subject matter: ?
File (DJ No.) 144-72-662_ -

Outside Contact: [R (Initiator) |
Name & Title/Positicn:  CBS Kews Representative
Address or Off*ce'

DOJ Employee‘* J( nltlator)
Name & Title/Position: Stephen Horn, Attorne y, Cr;mlnal Sec., CRD
Date & Time of Centact: 6/13/ 75 - approx. : ____ ____.m.
Plece (if not telephone):

Substance of discussion:

On June 13, 1975, I received a phone call from
News. The CIS replcsentauxve desired to know vhether
Pepartment was opposed to CBS using an FBI mock-up of

Martin Luther King assassination site in a future specis
i prograu.

S—&’Q
)

Pursuant to a suggestion from Robert Murphy and myself,
the FBI had {(this date) previously declined to fuimish this
mock~up to CLS because of the potential adverse publicity to

“James Earl Ray at a time when he was actively involved in
pertinent litigation. '

1 aﬂknow1edbed to the CBS representatd ve that we shared
the FBI vieuwpoin 1 further advised her that if shechould
formally request this mock=vp via Lepartmeni channels we would
refer to the FBI as it is thelr property. .

cc?’fZ;:s o . - _ .
Horn : '
Nancy Sweesy



J. Stanley Pottingeyr _
Lasiccant Attormey Cenorzl tovember 3, 1975

Gtenuen torn
LAtEovrnay SH:van
Criminal Scction

Freedom of Iaformation Requests?
wile

Yomppin Totime Hiro

On Cctober 30, 1975, 1 utteﬁlﬂd o meeting at the
Hoover Duilding for the purpose of discussing twe ¥OTA
requests received by the Deportment vedque sting certain FRI
reports and evidentiary mater jals concerningz the King investie-
gation. Present were Volney Browvm of the I FGIA Aopeals Unit
hoaded by \n1“1ﬂ” thoa, ond Tom Dwessen and Tcm {ilgeman of
the Turecau’'s LGLA Tisl.

The subject requests are &ttt ched, COne is f£rom CDLS5,

vhic, &3 you oy 1s svomsring to Cir 4 docuranid¥y on

the assass ination cn vovermbor 30, 12735 the ota:r fronm larold
Weisberg, who 1is Lnﬂfcsenuoa by JuAcs Leser, fay's gttorney.

lieisbern is acting in the copacity of Tosar's “imvastigotor'.

Lesar has represented to 3:c¢n that, if need be, Ray hizself

72 have, of course, previovsly taken the position
that the disclosure of King materxalc {thas FLI ccale medel
of the scene of the crime) would prejucice Ray's right to a
fair trial, should he sccurc a naw On2, and thigs cannot be
disclosed. I still stroangly advccate this position.

If ny reading of Droa was COTICSL, the FCIA Uni

may be viewing this from a slightly different perspactxve-

cc: Pscords
Chrono
Murphy
Allen
Horn
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Browm empressed Shea's desive ©o avoild be :ing blasted” (on
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clo,urg, th n“nst ol BIOE
lhd could cummort discle
¢

G om;entu vios that
roa uader thzose ciraumst
c

Su 5oty
[P, . — - Tl
aat he «t Sy in tL" » finzl

1 o
Iouzver, ho «ld ctare

adet our pogsition.

Thexe js scme question &8 to vhether some of the re-
quested watecials have already been mads public, in one form
or hvotnar, either st the extrzadition priceeding iﬂ England,

the "mini-trisi® whorein the stafe proseculors AU de a proficze

co ”"ting Cae Couri ¢ofb Cneve was @ duaal foy tue gullty

plbu, tha evidonsiosy hezpint in U,S. Bistrict Courl on

nayis ﬁCLngQJ tor L2028 Co3, 113 (the <“w;wl of wihich iz on
X . \

appeal to the Sixth Circuit). The FBI is waking eriorts to
c;t;rnia* i cacier £3 this cucstion auld 1z in coulee with
Tenuessee authoritics.

_ I told Brown that the Lkut that cvidence ruy have bzen
relcased in cne form ray not justify 1o rxlcase in ansthey.
Ia other words, frocm the percouoctive ol prajualeisn nre-tyial
puohic*“y, I see a i diffavanca betuocn uvhe gilidavit of on
FBI expert, already nade pu ublic, and th: clselesure of the
actual row dota and photogrophs upen wiaich he formulated hig
opinion. (Civicusiy, LIS gnid yoisbery sce the disiarence oo,

|

B-(
Pl

-

7]

B ol

r

0

(5

.

\4

iscery
vhy eise go throush the FOQIA process to get mate
a matter of public reocoxd?)

Tha nossible leral tF M'ios for non-dicclosure ig not
the present isgsue. Uhat is important now is whether the
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Department dacidng o centect dizelosure iy court, if at all
lvaally “vacticab’e or make dicclosure in tha f??ﬂ'

Tii2 Dopucy Ltterray (*19:3 eusuld have the vie 3 of t!'s Di vi-
sicn €3 wall gg thar of tha IRTY Unle,

et 2 -

I hzve draftnd a zeo 9% your signatura if you are
ivﬁli“bd o apree with 1 my ““Sitlon. '
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November 28, 1975

Dear Mr. Pottinger: .

I have for six years been writing a biography of
James Earl Ray which is to be published in May, 1976,
by Little 3Boown & Co.

This leads me to think that we might have a
useful exchange of views. I would be glad to come to

Washingyton to talk with you at your conveniencec. w1ill

you give me an appointcment?

) T am attaching a press release that describes
my book briefly.

t"/.
sinckrely, I | g
i ) /'l/)k‘ I_J
] ) " l:'-l) .’z,} ;;
L 04 Fl 12{‘ S
“— ,f,,-. AL

Mr. Stanley Pottinger

Assistant United sStates Atftorney General
Deprtment of Justice '
Washington, D. C.
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Yy, Joge s, Looor

Att. L L-w

1251 Lbh St., S0
Gile aCo

I ,‘C(HHJ( 1 ] L ] _‘r/{,)

2e: Or. indictment no. 16440,
thelby county, ™. 1268,
iy (def.) v. ‘tennessec.

Parr Jims

Cn Jovenmber 26th 1975 press relenses reported thot the United States

Attorney Goneral, flon. #dword T, Tovi, had ordered sone sort of vroaltain-ry

ro-inguiry into the sbove o mtilonct sult ond osuloncd Geners 1o, 0o S0 anly

Pociin, er » Uiechard J.o Lnornburgh, to the t-oske Tho srinclpel reoson Siven

vy Justice for the re-inquiry w-os "fresh Getoils',

cernin,, tue lntegf ¥FBIL DPirector, J. WHdgnr lloover's, controversy with “r. Moriin

Luther King jre rired before ~ consressionnl committee by,

'

srivierily revel tlono gon-

Sen-top Chiurch.

Uorently these "fresh det-ils" viere subpocen ed by the Church Cosaite.
“from FTT files (the ones that weren't incincratsed shortly ={iter "r. Hoovrr's

deooth) »nad the vorent Justice Depnrtment files.
ow it would conear to the defendsat thet it woulda not reguire ~ Chicn0

1 wyer to detcraince thrt the Asst. Genercls involved, particulerly Gen. Fott-

verc not so neplipgent to the degree that they didn't know what was in
tleir own files-~-they must have besn conversant with the subjoct mnterinl

Ttor coaclyin ith JSun bto subpos nroe==oub o Lhor BT Lo o v U

1ner,

s bee

3

- -d out For thucm by ocone scarte iavests o tor on tolovision.

Az to vhy the re-inguiry, cmoecert: i the Jele Jooounrc tht vwe ot
tais time hove an oppesl before the U.S. siznth circuit; the de fendont i
gau~lly certoin thnt the results of this "re-inguiry" will bz relerstea with
+11 fanfare avsilable, news conferences, the trotin_ out of » Jrck Anderson
vith snother instrnt revclotion snovortin; the covernment, ccte, belore final
~djudication in app mellate courts...moybe even in time for the CLS=TV inquiry

~irin; the sene notter.

Further, it has eovidently been documcnted, ©5. fllsber ¢ose, thot
the rnxecutive brench of rovernuent hros in the naot nttemsted to influcnce or
intisidote the judicirry -nd it oonesrs tho only jquestion in the intt nt
matter is what action if ony we should take, apprailse the courts for the re-

cord whot must be obvious to them as is to us ?

—— -

The FLI °% Justice depertment have internittently uwsurced »n exclnusive
Stote jurisdiction in the instant motter when it suitcd their noliticrl
sublic rclations interest and then they h-ve, including tuocs vho with Perey

a ')

e T e MYAarne cunrt



Overo vere avoiloble Lo ol 1 bilen o oin Lot yerr's hebenn corasun he-rin

Lo denphis, Yennessce-- - Linoe 1 court counvinutly rulaed we could not en-
rorce muwroonss ovor 100 alles Lroam ‘lemhis.  The soap sl onplics to the
cosecution's litorory serformers, Protford luic -« Gorold Trnnk, who not onl:
cvolded the heorins but refused Lo coanly vith subpocncs; in this respectts
7 JeDe Lnjuiry into the notives, beside uoncy, of lutie & F ;nk'o for enterin

82

tae cnas? aight be wore fruitful then revicwing ire Hoover's f{iles

Y

Yo Lunmaerine, public or legal decentiveness is ononrently unnecensary
by either porty herein as it appear's obvious thot the only path defendont
latends o folloew, . ua uust to receive cqulty, io vi L, courts cad ulti-
ictely through ¢ jury--if the U..°. Courts ruloe cooknst oo trisdl thea verhans
tarough - »rocecding in inglend challen: Sing In some neaner the inte rity of
tae cutrazcition; converscly the only apywrcnt forw where the »rosccution
¢rnoprevall din this motter is through ex porte re~investag-tions, simn-ling
the courts, utlizing their oblizors in the comiunicotions industry, cct.

Lne oriacry renson for this corresnhondence is to rcauest th-ot 1o onc

P

representing, ne or their ogents hive any cuchenge with thoes connscted with

g:id "re-inquiry", i.c., iavertin; investagotive moterinsl to them.

Here 1t mry be worth noting that Att. Poercy Foremnn in his deposition
tc the ~forementioned Haobens Corjus hearing offered testimony through pp.154=-
156 therein, the type testimony tho J.D. is now nllegedly looking for, con-
corunlin: caone awsiboers ing Yow Orloang, fo., nd clthoe s ld testinmony ooy
lizely wis contrivew by Att, TForca»n - St-te's Att. con.e denry linile to ofif-
s&y cimulor testimony colicited from me by Judge cRre or Gen. ilaile, nover-
tue-less noybe 1t snould h-ve ke n purcucd to leirn wnot ¢lspossessed jercon
or .croons Yoremon & Heile intenced sipndoring.

Alno, as you wnow neithor the court or General Hnile vursucd this lins of
testimony aftcr the court rulea don. lindle could inquirg of anything Ray

tolu his former counsel, Percy Foremon.

Tinslly, nothing in your concuct since entering the sult five years
~oo o vould even sugrest eny unethicel contnct with the rrosecution but ay
st ocnpcricncce with counsel of the Percy Torcmsn .i-ncer of opernting ~long
gith proesent Tennessee counsel's anvarent belied in the virtue of cooror-tion

if I intervreted vwelsberg correctly, necessitote's I believe this letter,

c¢oncluding, the defendant hos been arbitrorily, until just rccently,
dctuined for years in solit-ry confinement alon . with on sttempt Ly the J.0D.
¢ Tenuessce noliticans in 1975 ( mee, ~tt, clinpin, ) to 1llerrlly trousfer
ucfendernt into - federsl mentol institution. Upon inquiry by o Unlted St te:

Scnator to tho J.». conceruins somc of the :bove nction:n, the rbove Cenerald
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iractled

ancoses caopcolts court eaying soacthing nbout orsl arpuenent
Lhis month.

CoJust wented to tell woun ) odontt croaect you cre obther counncl
to ~poesr for soid zroucasnt., This thing will pro-bLly no =11 tho vy Lo

O

in wasting moncy

L& not cornecten with trial,
ot to me is nore omirous -nd inoortent was the
counlec d: 250 thnt tho J.D. dntends re-invest: the ¢
we have cn sonesl vending. They ¢ooarently nre poin~s to sreten

diantt Lnow whot v
t

8 in thelr ovn files the

cootion.

Concluding, Jerrsy wns here on 2 last

Stoner before he returned to work. He apparently npperred on
whilo

vication month 2nd went

-0 s
'

Ve
L

cnolir o o1 viae vy ek o osco oo he o crrostan o Ui e v
in ©, riht outside Chettenoogs, ond chrrosd wilh drunon Jrivia o,
e soid they towed his cor in snd made hin pey o070 to sel out on bond., e
lso soid the depuly sheriff who ~rreste’ hin (ehsriff oo out of jurricdict.
on freswey) lso hed snother wrisoner in the sguad cor dressed un (aoybe 0T
ywsy Jerry wasn't drunk nor had o drink and demsnded blood test wihich
he weos given. e s01d they shook 1is cor dovn reol good including going

throuch o

Ders

filed »md scnt we duvlicotes.,
“his moy not mesn nothing ercent =n attemot of soue

~

to shalie sonmcbody dovm but thoush I would mention it.

Siaccrely:

down to

S
Gl e

-
t,‘

G

11

somnetnings thn

.t

~ Y TP A~

g2 rigsgant Then
1 EN i N x-
th~t thay

5

rrdio trik

ee

re-inves-

show

N

I nod pgiven him, rmost duslicate coudes of wetitions you had

smell tine town-clown
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Taeloy countr, Tn, 1777,
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sy (Cefs) ve Lsznnessec.

Cn Zlovenb:ir 28%: 1473 2ress relecses rexorted that the United Stztes
tttorney Generel, lon. Slwerd I Levi, had ordered sozs sort o

bé~inquiry into the zbove centionzd suit and o
Fottirnger « zicherd 4. “nornbursk, to the t=sk. The Trincina
oy Yustice for tae re~inguliry wes "iresh detzils', orimsrily revel-tions son-
cernia: tie later =3I Zirector, J

e

dver's, coniroversy with Ir. “-rtir
ousznittse dy, Senszto Caurch.

o)
Lutier Fing jr. -irsd pcfors = con;ressionszl ¢

abrarently tzese "fresh dstzils" were sukpoen-:ed by the Church 7
e T

from FZI files (ths ones thst weren! incinerzted shortly sfter ¥r. Hooverts
. w . ’ o .
death) and the parent Justice Des~rtment files,

-~ - 4+ ~ - =Y, .4 4y o - -~ - - < -~ - - Al -
lawyer to deteraing th-at the #88t. CGensrcls involvad, s-riiceul:rls iz¢Ne . J0ti~
- 4. - ~ T2 L - £ - ~ - - + - = = o~ - . . - - - <+~ - 3
iager, werc 10V 20 nezligont to the dozresz th Lagy Lian't xnow wast was in
3 oL Mo e + Y e e~ e eeey b - ~
their own fileg--they nust hzve bszan convers.ne vita tne au

As to why the re-inquiry, I =m certzin the J.D. is arare thsot

T this "re-inguiry" will be rsleasted with

&1l fanfare available, news conferences, the trotinz out of = Jack Anderson

this tize hove an azpezl befors tae U.3. sixzia circuit; the de’e
o

with another instant revelation  suzporting the sovernzent,

adjudication in agpellate courts...mzybe even in time for the C35-TV inguiry

airing the same nmztter.
Further, it has evidently been documentsd, e=. Sllsbers cnse, that
b J ? =) S

g judicizry and it aprnesrs the only question in %he in
matter is what action if any we should take, 2»2

_ A -
cord whaut must be obvious to thea as is to us 2 DEC 9 REED
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I i3, TRIEmC e~ S 0oT UL oonurt onnawt inio el TulY oroi osea
JTme Zue T DLW o AT cLlon fro ol Do Uee  1na rU Yism in Lhia
crozesullioats Litooriny cericlsucrs, SrnnLosu luic GEMOLL Tronit, wRS not gnl-
EVOLuLCL tie nciring wuv refuszd to coszly witn suh*d*n—s; in this rastect's
2 J¢D. incuiry iato ths 20tives, teside wmoney, of "ulc e ;'1“'3 for enterin:
the case a2izght be more fruitful then revicwing e, goover's Ziles.
1
i
Yo cumiarize, zublic or lszsl dzcsstiveness is zpsarently usnecesscry

. < s - s
by either sarty herein

13
}

s it sznecr's outvious tn-t tiuc only usth defendant
“intends to follow, rnd must
mately through o jury--if tue U.3. Courts ruie a3z

throuzh = srocesding in o

]

Sh 2 »nzrts re-

can zrevail in this matter i

5
‘the courts, utlizing their obligors in the communications industry, ec

2ve any eicnange with thoes conne

o e .= 3 - LY
, s 12 g i 2ntlve zriexizl to then
r - S —~- - at L. o & e - T - Ty - - =3
8T8 v omay Cw wortnh notin: thnt Ltt. Tercy Forcatn inm his dooogiiion

G
153 therein, ihs ty:e testisony tus J.3. is now allzs
cerninz zhone nuadbers in, Gew Crleans, Lz., z2nd zlihce s-id
lizely wrs contrivsd by itt. Toremsn X Stoie! .

S
ste sizular testizony solicited from zs by Judze c3:=

[(]
L. »
b3
o
'
(9]
&}
pat

3 o
the-less mzydbs it should asve be.n pursusd t2 lenrn whet cisnosses
1

or persons Foreman % Haile intended slasnderi

o]
43}
.

Also, as you know neither the court or General HYzile Jursusdé this line of
testimony after the court ruled Gen. Eesile could ingquiry of anything Ray

told his former counsel, Percy Foreman.

Finally, nothinz in your conduct since entering the suit five years
ago would even suzsest any unetnicazl contzci with tae prosecution but ny
past exrzerisnce with counsel of the Sercy Forenmzn manner of ozerzting along
with present Tennessee counsel's apparent beliel in the virtue of cooperztion

-~ 3

if T internreted Ucigbe“f correctly, necessitnote's T talieve this letter.

Concluding, the defendant 2as besn ardbitrorily, until Just reczantly,

Gatzained TATL vUeora 33 cnT S + e mmem 2 omomommsm b 0T oo e Bt o
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'y Alleges Ape |
Koy Alleses Ars 3o

Neghigent in Case /?

NasnviLe, Tenn. 1Al . James Barl Ray says hc!r!
Wanted tvo persens investigated aftey the slaving of Dr.’fZ

Martmy Luthey Kmg Jr. bt his lawyer was negligent juit -
- Purshing information about them,

Bay, Servimt a 9%-year sentence in the Tennessee Stale .
Prison for the 196 shaving, did not name the {wo pcr-fr-»,
SOUs i & federal court suit filed Thursday. The suit! .,

- sceks $300,000 in damages from the stare g"

Ray said he pave Perey tore. - T e

man of Dallay e telephone | ¥ Q .
Punbers of two Loy reg. [\10 MC[’,}Q(MS

denls  aneg aied him to e

vestigate them, F! N i
/ He said Foreman gave the . 010@."'”{3{] d
,;:-rmnlinn o Z. T. Osborue, g- ‘ r

Vashville lawver whko has since /’ DR
died, and askeq him to in. (ki ’ﬂﬁale’
vestipate them Bay did not st SLIDELL, La. ('
the telephene numbers. Lare no indiration:

Ray pleaded Fuilty to the Kinglflnoding shis sp

shooting, byt theye has heen Mississippi Riv .
cantinuing  specylation 1 Ahigher than p
CONTPIracy to b It tha gies sguia)itans, a fede
Iea'sr oxisted, - save,

King was fatally shot by rille| e hr
fire in Apri) 1003 as he sivod on my  dipe

A& Memphiz ate} balconay. Atlspring, v
the time. he was in Memphiz mimal v ¢
Supiort - a strike by rarbage(the Ny
warkers helonging to the Team-flpwer N

~—.8!er3 Unijon. Cente
. In a typewritten suit, Rayl g

said: “Mr. Orborre reeorted Nv""--y;m-
rezident listed under tha 260 neer
Roure plone numier WoS & pr-fefony
S3h offictal under the Infin~nee fnyg .
of a Teamaters ynion official m rep
the Baton Rouge arca; that the v
resident listed under the Newlmna
Otleans arca was, amonp other| «
thines, an apent of a Mideast-{jn, ( '
oricnted orpanization disturbed th
bacause  Dr. Martin  Luther w

-Kirg's reported forthcoming, pe- fl
fore his death, public support of U
the Palestine Arab cause,”

LI Howston, Forewan saq:
“We did find one number and inf,
cheeking it out found that it wa:'r,
a New Ovleans bar." Foreman
$ad “I dont know anything (.
about a Jatgn Rouge number
but I belicve we gid check an.
oilitr New Gijeans number and !
it turned ont it hag been dis-
connectcd.*”

* Rays suit alzg asks that the| !
siate bn temyperarily restrcivced

from transferring him tn o med-y e

feal conter for frderal prisoners E
in Sprinefi~ld, Ma. . {
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(8-17-73)

RECORD OF OUTSIDE CONTACT
(DJ Order No. 532-73)

Subject matter:
File (DJ No.) 144-72-662

Outside Contact: [d (Initiator)
Name & Title/Position: Les Payne, Reporter
Address or Office: Newsday Newspaper

DOJ Employee: [ ](Initiator) ‘
Name & Title/Position: Robert A. Murphy, Chief, Criminal Section, CRD
Date & Time of Contact: 1 /20/76 - approx.3: 40 _p .m.
Place (if not telephone):

Substance of discussion: I was called by Les Payne of Newsday who
inquired as to the status of our investigation into the Martin Luther
King assassination. I told him that our review was not completed and
that we had not yet made a reconmendation to the Attorney General but
that we would probably do so within a matter of weeks. In response
to his question, I sajid we were not limited simply to reading files
but that we could and would take action as we saw fit. He asked
about the Lorraine Hotel and Holiday Inn matter. I told him that

the matter was contained in a memo and was suggested as a means of
embarrassing Dr. King. I would not comment on the accuracy of the
New York Times article that made reference to this incident because

I did not recall the contents of that article specifically. Mr. Payne
asked if he could call later and I said he could. -

cc: “‘Files
Murphy
Nancy Sweesy
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Bepartment of JYustice
Washington, B.C. 20530

RAY 2 5 1978

James H. Lesar, Esq.
1231 Fourth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dear Mr. Lesar:

During your visit to Mr. Gross' office on
April 21, 1976, at which time you examined various
documents requested under the Freedom of Information
Act, you asked Mr. Gross to check on the availability
of a clearer copy of one document, and on the avail-
ability of a copy of an envelope in which a second
document was mailed. Please excuse our delay in
responding.

The first document is a handwritten letter to
the Department of Justice from James Earl Ray, dated
January 12, 1970 (the date appears on the second page).
The reason the xerox:copy is ‘light is because Mr. Ray
wrote the letter in green ink, which does not make
clear copies. If you find that the copy enclosed is
illegible, and would like to see the original it can
be made available for your inspection. Please contact
Mr. Gross, (739-4126) to arrange a convenient date, and
time for such inspection. We have, at your request,

included xerox copies of the envelope in which the letter
was mailed to us.

The second document is a xerox copy of a letter
written by Mr. Ray to the Department of State, dated
August 13, 1969 (the date is on the third page of the
letter). You inquired whether we had the envelope in

T e e A T e

7-%‘7




which this letter was sent. In fact, our files contain
only a xerox copy of the letter and a xerox copy of the
front of the envelope. We have enclosed a copy of those
pages. If you wish to see the original, I suggest you

contact the Department of State, which may still have
the original in its files.

Sincerely,

—
O en,
James P, Turner
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
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