Decowber L, 1975

Mr. idwerd Levi OSRPIPISD - RETURM RECELPT
Attorney Jeneral s

Department of Justice ADDRES3EE ONLY

“ashingten, D. C.

Dear Mr, Levi:

on April 18, 1975, I requested sertain still withheld PRI svidenos
in the sssassinStion of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Vhen the De-
partment 4id not comply with the law, =y lawyer, Mr. Jim Leassr,
filed an appesl direc with on May 5 (eopy attached), Vhen
you then 4id not comply with law, he filed C.A. 75-1996 for me.
Yesterday, Dscouber 3, in response $o s letter stamp-dated Deconber
1 and meiled the next day, he pioked up what the FBI fals repro~
sents as all this long-suppressed evidence I have long « I
have now gone over it.

I am salsc investigator for James Earl Ray.

axamination of the material received confirms the suspicion I had
when the Departwent's Mr., Varney Brown started asking Mr. Lesar,
who alsc represents Mr. Ray, to mergs ny stenswalled request with
a later one by CBS snd to get Mr. Tay's permission to inslude cor-
tain personal inforwation about him. Mr. Lesar recently filed an
appeal before the sixth sireuit sourt of sppeals in Mr. Ray's of-
forts to obtain s trial.

The apprehensions I felt from long experience over the umnhescessary
and I believe 1llegal delay in seting on proper request and then
sesking to wme with it & later ons by is more than justified
by an examinat of what ths FBI has supplisd. It told M. Lesar
thet it supplied ths material to CBS prior to del ivering it to me
;r o:on letting me imov slthough I had slready filed C.A. 75-1996
or 1t.

“hat has been suppliesd iz not as certified, all I requested. Rather
1s 1t s careful seleotion from the FBI's files that, if used by CBS,
will inevitably be very prejudioial So Mr. Ray's interests and that
of justise, sapecially at this orucisl atage in his pursult of long
snd deliberately denied legal and constitutional rights. The FBI
cannot De other than deliderate in this, for all practical purposes
imposing on the lack of understanding by GBS to stage & TV spectacu-
lar to Frawe Mr, Ray onee again or taking adventage of the cleer blas
CBS hes displayed on this genersl subjest to put it in a position of
doing exsetly the same thing with sllegedly offioclal evidense.

Jat 1s not still suppressed - snd there can be no doubt of the FBI's
purposeful oontinued suppression of evidence embarressing to it and
exsulpatory of Mr. Ray - together with other evidence I have collected
snd of which the Department has sopies, proves the deliberateness with
whioh ¥Mr, Ray was framed when the FBI hed proof he had not killed Dr.
King. It alse proves that Mr. Ray iz the victim of perjury. The
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Departwent has this proof, has suppressed it and has since perpestu-
.tz; the success of this i‘alm violating wmy rights under 5 U.3.C.
552 with eight wonths of stonewalling.

When you announced you had ordered s new look inside the Department
at this terridle orime, I wrote you telling that you bad put
those divisions responsible for this miscarrisge of Justiocs in charge
of investigating themselves. What has been given me of what I re-
quested together with what I obtained in the pest leaves no doub§
that the Department's lawyers knew this and Sook other illegal acts
to perpetuate it. (There is only the alternative that every Depart-
ment lawyer in any way involved on sny level is utterly incompetent. )
I obtained soms of this proef from ths Department when federal dis-
triot court im vashington swarded we a summery judgment in an earlier
Freedom of Inforwation Act sase, T18-70. The htuot{n:t that case
proves that the Departwent confiscated from the will British Gov-
ernment sll official coples of that exeulaptory eovidence ocutaide the
files of the Upited States Governmeant, classiffed it illegally, and
then lied about 1t,

Tennessee authorities are also invelved in this and are the users of
the perjuriocus testimony known to the Department to have besn Jpur-
Jurious,

This amounts to & conspirscsy to deny Mr. Ray his oivil rights as
well as to keep him in jail for the rest of his life when the FBI

had am suppressed proof that he did net kill Dr. King. I therefore
oﬂlmn{:utoantouvhtlr. Ray is freed and to huve an in-
dependent inweatigatiocn - not snother whiteuashing self-investigation
- of what amounts to a conspiracy within your Departaent to deprive
Mr. Ray of his ocivil rights.

This endless offiecial aisconduct has also put the Rey deo-
fense to enormous cost for whiech there now should proper and sde-
quate compensation snd the restoration of all) costs.

Had the Depertment Dehaved in socordance with the law onse I filed
the April request, it would not hevs been nesessery to do all the

work repressnted by Mr, Ray's appeal. Wiat the Depertment did wes
deliberately delay proper reguest until after Mr. Ray's appesld

was filed, then until after CBS made regquests for its nswest eom-

mereislization of these tragedies, and then again until after (B3

had in effect paid off the FBI with s coast-to-scoast whitewashing

of the PFBI's behavior in the investigation of the assassinstion of
President Kennedy.

Sincerel Js

Harold Woiaberg



