o ne 1, 1969

Attorney Gepsrel Jonn Miuchell
bgpersment of Justice
¥, ningtong DaCo

Leer iPe Mitebell,

Afser 1 twiga wrote you vegizning thres mozihe sgo, I gcb @
noa-reajonsive reply, for ym, iR Lbe Band of your Assisteat Attomey
Seneral in chsrgs of %he Criminsl Jivistion, from aia Chief of She
Genersl Crimes BSeetisd. Ffshout my ever having gattes Ny xisd of
henest or mesningful answer 40 say ingeirny of yeur Departasns, wnder
any simi:istretion, this one begah vith ide Peld ststement "Shet further
exchange of eorrespondencs betrees youreelf snd she Depsrtamat of
justice on this matser will,serve po useful purpeee.”

A% this peims, s fter five unanovered letiars sbssguens te
my reveipt ¢f this sccurste forecust thet you weuld mever respoBd,
lessere S0 wmieh 1 asked for secess %o whst 1 em entitled %o andsr the
1sw it 18 your ocbligssicn w enivrea, it locks very mich op LT B8
—epartment of Justige iz mOI® afraid Shet corresponience would serve
s useful pArpess, ¢ purpoess sy Tedra.

As 1 wrote esrlier, 1 & understend het ey executives oust
delegnte %o those under thew what tiey cpppot attend vere~osily, ss thel
rust slso dspeld WPOR others for e {nformtion theydthsve. T™his in wo
vy 4iwinishes the responsibilivy of thowee in charge. “ng ‘Storney Gem-
sral stili rems the Depepsaent of Justioa, 18 18, I believe, yrur res~
ponsidility S0 see that the 1sws sre ebaerved, vy you end %y your Neyp~
artment, as 1t iz to see shat cltimins ma¥ing rrODSF inquiries get vro-
per respenss within s reeascasble tima.

¥hes s citimen aske his Dapartuzest of Justics for seess: o
court reeords snd gegnot gO% 8B SRASFEX, «pi g bave pessed & dsploreble sisle
io 8 soustry such as ours. i nave mede this request; you 1Ive a0t responied.
s ppoticelly, Shis mesns you bave Peiused me. b telisve you cznuot.

After you of your ocftice referrel ay f{rot two letters o HPe
Releher 1 Sheresfier wroté him, Beesure bs hes uct ores responded, in eny Wy,
1 again addiress Jou. . psve tvo purposes. 1o ¢he dngres I cem, 1 went to ™
cortain thst you kno¥ the situationm, for the respnnsibility 1s y~ars, ani, 1§ 4
pecessary, 1 weat to {awol: the laws ghat sntitle m %0 thet wieh 1 eesk. I
prefey nct W neys tr resort thig, o8 1 »-ul’ hope you would, 4.

{ made specifio requests for speéific infermation in loiiers L
your De psrtaent bhetwsen wareh 30 nnd april 23, 1f 1 en refusec tpfe Lotrrume
tion, i rresmactfally request citation of s athority under wpien you refuse
1t, Ir ench cose 1 also ek Pasl Yuu opn¥iie o Vi e toms i 4. ¢tructi us
T .11l ne«d tn amek 2 antelin shie jucopentl n under the "Fre-dom of tnfersstion”



1sw, I3 is uy inténtioa to invoks the provisioas of this law, if neocessery.
Mey I cell to your sttention tnet » have, in the pest, ssked the Gow rament
for she meens of utilizine thile lew uithout ever nsving leem 80 ecui pped?

I do pot think thls wes the frtent of Cengrese tn enscting she law,

among thosendocuments I have sought unsuccessfully is @ nasoren-
2an of trensfer of theé sreaident “ennedy sutopay muterinl, es set forth and
deseribed in earlier correspondente in yar files. Respeotfully 1 cell $o
your eStention the fuct thet this documens ie oue of the working pepers of
the specisl pansl convensd by your predecessor end by it was #o inventoried.
i believe this removes it from sny exocusive sutdority to withhkold 1% and
beresith Femes my recuest for 1%,

Under the previcus sdministretion, whem 1 scknd for sccess te the
improperly-whtabeld Devid i, Fexrie metorisl, 1 wcs %old by Nr. ¥ingon Shat o
review wes unaer wej. I bBave since asked the resalts of this zeviss smdoheve
Bed no responss. 1 Feasv the auestion, rens¥ the request for this meterial,
apd would like the nessssary {ngtructions a2n forms for applieation under she
above-cited luw should 1 cgain be denies. May I, in this coanedtion, ssll ¢o
your stiension the seemicg impropriesy sad the inconsistensy in the £overmaent
elalaing ia cours, % & lisigsat, that he hes Dod sxhausted his sdainistmiive
rm&to-’ﬁih the some goverzaeat denies snoiher seeass to Ms administraiive
remsédies

Winile I & unp.m; 3o beliave 1%, Wen 1 wes {aformad thes agents
of the Yedersl Burest of ~nvestigetion were doteming e, 1 &4 esll this repers
S0 your sttantion, believing, as I 4o, that thers shoull Be at least s pro forme
Aenisl of i%, Aside from ir. Belcher's assureace "thod such ecndust would be in
complete dlsregerd of Depertmentel ond Buresu pelicy® md s statement thet &
copy of my letiar wes sont "0 the Direetor eof the Bureeu for Ris considsration”
fuhave hesrd nothing. "hen tust Buseen pronises to sead @8 & K of its press
seloane ond doess't, sad when that Pirector fails t: respead to & xritten FeQuest
for s pross relesss, perhups i aboul: mot be surprised ot tne ebsenee of s for-
the-record demial, dowever, 1 would prefsr to tkink tae AMtorney Gemarsl of the
United States would not be ccnteas for the matter to rest hers.

Isbeve eften requested 8 0¥ of the apseirogrsprie saslyeis of the
balles and frafments of dallets slieged %o hawe been used in ths mupder of Tresi-~
dent Sohn Kemnedy. My written requests to the Directer hes never besth nnswered.

1 heresby remsw this request, sexing, if I sz dunied, for & statemont of the
yosson or reesons end the inatrustions and fomms for {avoestien of the Freedom
of Informetios levw. W1 regerd to the ‘arrem Comzisrion file 18antified rs
CD47:7, 1 mske She asme recusets, 88 I de with culzee.

macng thoee unsnswered requasts rederred $o aboW 1s the svidense
presented 13 cours in Aaglends 2 sould nos 1like %o brosden thot %0 indkuoe
that used in Mempnis, ireatly and {nilpectly, in the casé of Jumes arl Wy.

Waea I maike requests of tae Nstiomel Archives, there no¥ i3 a delay
of nct less than 10 wmontns & fors thers is any rind of pespols @, Inen there 19
ones. 1 believe this, in 1seelf, clowis We parposes end 1ategrity of the governm k.
Your own Depertment does not respond et alle I 4o hope you will corFrect suls, tnat
you will sgree thaot shen @ civizen snd more, 8 writer, uakes prop’r inguiry of Whe

Covernmont, response shouli be as prompt 84 possible.

Sinocersly,
darcld Wasisberg



