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J. Lee Rankin, General -ounsel of the Warren commission,     told the Committee it was Ais recollection that ao One from 

the Commission attemoted to interview Nosenko apout Jswald, 

me He recalled further that tha vommission decided it dig not Rlisaas 3s 

aval a experience to make a determination about Oswali's ! é oa, 
< eel Credibility. When asked whether he thought the knowladge of pee 

. reli the Commission staff about Iswale Might orovide an ad advantage Ay 

in questioning Nosenko, Rankin replied ae didn't delleve so. 

"We didn't har 

i 
fe enough information about Oswald arc any time to be £ 

V 

nformed in dapch." 

Asked if ne believed the Cra had ssecial knowladge of 

Oswald, Rankin replied: 

"IT always had the impression chat sAey knew guice a bit about the history and <hat cnaey appeared to know about as much as we did abour his life." 

Q. Were vou under any iMprasstoroa3s tO whether tne Agency 

was specificall tryiag £9 check ouc any of the information 
Pp 

¥ 

given to them by Nosenko abou swag? 

A. TI got the impression thac ndev wece doing thar and 

  

2 were 

going to do it carefully. 

MOSEMKO'S STATUS SUBSEQUENT TO THE 1968 REPORT 

The CIA nas informed the “suse Select Committees on 

Assassinations of Nosenki'3 stanus Subsequent £9 the 1963 

report: 

 



ame . 
pefiNarration: Russia - 6 

Mr. Chairman, it is aooropriake to note that a draft of 

the staff report just read was submitted to the CIA for declassi- 

fication. Within two days, the CIA declassified the entire 

draft, vequiring only a few minor changes and the deletion of 

the names of Agency personnel and sources. 

The Committee orovided both the FBI and CIA with copies 

of the report and asked the agencies if they wished to respond 

to the report ak a public hearing on September 15. The FBI 

informed the Committee thac no response would be submitted. 

The CIA has sent John Limond Hart as its official representa- 

tive to state the Agency's position on the Committee's Nosenko 

report. 

Mr. Hart is a career agent with the CIA, having served 

approximately 24 years. 4e has held the position of Chief of 

Station in Korea, Thailand, Morocco and Vietnam, as well as 

several senior posts at CIA Headquarcers. Mr. Hart nad con-   
siderable experience with Soviet intelligence and counter- 

intelligence activities while serving in various capacities in 

the United States and abroad. Hse has written two extensive 

studies on Soviet defectors, one Of which, dated 1970, dealer 

with the handling of Yuri Nosenko by the CIA. 
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9. 

Statements taken by che Commictee ar 

lL. 

  

Tapes and transcripts of om
 Statements by Mosenko to 

the CIA about Oswald on January 23 and 39, 1964 and 

July 3, 27, and 29, i964. 

The Soviet Russia Section report of 

The Security Officer's critique of the handiing of 

the Nosenko case, dated June 19, 1967. 

The security officer's sagorc, dated October 1963. 

A report written in 1975 by a ratired CIA icial rh
 

Or 

who documented internal sroblems act the CIA over 

the Nosenko controversy. 

All CIA files on Nosanko which dealt with Oswald 

or the Kennedy assassination. 

All FBI Files on Nosenko which dealt with Oswald or 

the Kennedy assassination. 

The three-page statement On Jswald written by 

Mosenko in 1969. 

wo as follows: 

The security Officer was interviewed on ab
 f£woO occasions, 

On the second of which ne gave a ljj}-oasye sworn 

deposition. 

The two KGB defeccors who preceded Nosanko, 

The Cnief of the Sovier Russia Sacrion From 1963 

to 1968, wno gave a sworn dasosition. 
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Memorandum ° WE a ce 
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TO > Mr>-Belmont parE: January 22, 1964 Looe 
fy (tee ° 
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FROM ‘A. Rosen. 17 : Tele, Naw 2 —— 
| / <7? 

! eh eee 
j } iD Canty we nn _ 

SUBILGT: PRESIDEN T's COMMISSION 

1. C 
2 ~ ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
|, -. JOHN F, KISNNISDY, 1-22-63 _ 

I DALLAS, TEXAS |. 

  

Mr. J. Lee Rankin advised that he was aware of the 
information that had been sect forth in Bureau reports relative to , 
correspondence had by Lee Harvey Oswald with the Communist 
Party, USA, the Socialist Workers Party and the Fair Play for 
Cuba Committee. Mr. Rankin slated that even though considerable 
information had been developed through the Bureau's sources and, 
through inlerviews conducled by the Bureau he desired that each | 
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s of these organizations be contacted officially by the Bureau at 
: . the request of the President's Commission and that each group be 

yo requested lo make available copies of all correspondence, and any 
: } . other material that they might have- available relative to Oswald. 

! Mr. Rankin was advised that his request would be 

~2 complied with and results furnished to him as soon as possible. , é 
: k 4 Appropriate instructions have been issued Lo the field to have \ 
oy this request handled immediately, LD WO Ed fe E 

» . 
oe 

YY During the conversation with Mr. Rankin, ‘he mentioned 
" that the Commission had met on the afternoon of January 21, 1964, a 

i % and that the members of the, Commission had quite-a number of tb 
~ : questions and were desirous of seeing a great deal of material. 

IN At this point, Mr. Rankin was asked if there was anything that 

1 the Bureau might do to render assislance in answering any questions 

that had been raised by the Commissioners, Mr. Rankin replied 

that he could not reveal what went on at the Commissioners' mecting. zn f 

TF doe ped me nari jo ~ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont | 
RE: PRESIDENT's COMMISSION on , 

fo ge y! 

4 jHe cid state that there would be some correspondence as a result } {of the Commissioners' meeting and this would be sent forward 
‘fas soon as possible to prepare the same. He volunteered no infor- mation as to whether or not the communications would be directed to the Bureau or elsewhere. 

, Mr. Rankin advised that the members of the Commission - . were aware of the large volume of work that had been handled by the Bureau and that he personally desired to express his appreciation for the help given by the Bureau, 

The foregoing is submilted for information, 
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AH, COLO. , ( ~  SALYET EOS AOOLCEE RRs rap ULE Le 
- WILLIAM S, MILUCH, SYAFY OI@TCTOH 

, 

a : as nn 

= FIPEQENICK A. O. SCHYIANZ, T4., COHIEE COUNSEL ms SELECT COMMITTEE TO i / : 7 

© CURTIS me SMOTHENS, MINGHITE COUNSEL ~ eee — 1 c ‘ 

. 
STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH . . 

‘ 
RESPECT TO IN‘CELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 

(ruxsuanr TO S.RES. 21, 34TH CONGRESS) : . 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

November 19, 1975 

Mr. James B. Rhoades 

Archivist of the United Stat 

National Archives and ReAGeES Service 

Seventh and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

Dear Mr. Rhoades: 

Pursuant to a request by the Senate Select SAILS y 

“Myr 3 Marion Jonson: provided: members ‘o£ :the Committee 

. Staf£.two-file boxes of classified internal Warren Com- >. 

“mission memoranda on Tuesday, November 18. In’ order fo oe = 

    

..» further the Committee's investigation, -[ request. copies. 2.2: 

ee OF. the $6Llowing doquments. eee His material: eet De 

me ee : B.7 tBu PHO? 
8 PL Menoxandum, ‘to the records ; £rom W. ‘Davia wet baie 

-Slawson,.. Re: Conference with, CIA on. 3/12/64," 

  

. a --# : fie wo T Ss baw a eo 4 Ss i fee 4, 1g ” elcrank. ‘)} Sy ek ae sre Ge: L- sabi Cp 

oe 2, Memorandiim, "1/29/64 "Subject: Presence of ifs 

Pa Salvador Diaz Vexrson in Mexico around 22 amp ope I 

November 1963." iusia, 7 *Bitemed tte deine Ym ONG 
5 ; . $ : “yf, 7 

43- Letter, 2/10/64, £rgm J. Lee Rankin to Richard ~ _ 
. Helms. TS dune S Fp Bouma e Corned. by pt. & 

=? 2,7: eg P ; = ss fae! . ‘yar, © : "B58? al 

=y45 "Memorandum, 3/9/64; -to” Rankin, ‘Willens and ~ 

Redlich, from 2 7cewsun. "Telephone Conference 5 

with Rocca of CIA.” pins ay. Zieh segh fb tet hive rere G& Ul 
Se 

5. ° Memo for the record, 3/27/64, from Slawson, 

. "Res Tentative Conclusions on Lee Harvey Oswald's 

! Stay.in Mexico City: Visits to Soviet and Cuban 

Embassies." £454 22. 7. brwmseniel SY Pek t Cot. oe WS. - 
. u f f gt fa 

, . . pak rae . 

6. Memo for the, record, 4/21/64, from Slawson, su.yi-* 
e a 7 y si 4 2s 3 i. . 

T ‘S cn. AR Giett eR & oS - bok ao, Fe Dhrardy + tinged § a Cpt Le “pts * Sareh Feor 

-, 7. Memo for the record, 4/22/64, from Slawson /87«~ %* 

"Subject: Trip to Mexico City," TY damit td § 
grcbiPign terns Seok Go Ge f tx Pel. om 5° = Poa 24, 1 3? 

4 8. Memorandum, 4/15/64,’ to Rankin from Coleman - 

and Slawson. "Progress in. Area 3." 7S Damsetef t 

DECLASSIFIED a lot i, ali ape thas. yee & Cod. day fx a PS . sail 

+o = : oo 
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L “Mr. James B. Rhoades 4: 
Page Two 4! 

  

; “| Fd 

9, Memorandum, 4/3/64, from Rankin to J. Edgar fee 

. Hoover. _ ro 

10. Memorandum, 2/12/64, from Rankin to Hoover. : 

.11. Memorandum, 6/1/64, from Rankin to Hoover. : 

12. Memorandum, 2/12/64, from Rankin to Hoover. r 7 

13. Memorandum, 2/18/64, from Rankin to Hoover 4) f° 1,P EE 

(Please omit the following: . ROG BS   
o= Vast* 

    

    
  
  

   three* 

Bo referers a 2 dast. ‘Live | words ;. 

eee new lens mt a)” page: woe paragraph « one’ es Line Five PP 
re econ: word; nae ne. Be ets ee Ta 

i OMe 2)= page | one ~" paragraph © one | )@7 Mine “four =) Fn 

          

1 

4) ‘page "two" + =“paragtaph'< ‘one’ e'— line sevens 

second thru ninth word.) — - + .   14. Menorandan, 5/20/64, “from Rankin to Hoover. 

  

G fe (cf “ ex het ex 

15. Memorandum for files, 5/2/64, from Coleman/. bebe ne” "2 

oe ee Slawson, "Subject: Questions Raised by . ~ dba ot OD 

‘Ambassador Mann File." Lik R941 19;  lssas “} tof lab lore “Baw pee 

Devgg ree Me 2S i by i “ 

16. Memorandum, 4/28/54, to Rankin from Slawson, »* ve 

"Subject: Request for Information from Cuban : = 

Government." . oo ghb ~ 

pi: > 

17. .Memorandum, 3/26/64, "Subject: Mexico - CIA wee = 

Dissemination of Information on Lee Harvey . r 

Oswald." (N. B. page 2 is missing from the file.) . 

Dod Rote - 0 € doeaead ad Bagel et he Shey mee Fe BNO : 

18. Memorandum, 3/4/64, to Rankin from Charles 4 i 

Shaffer. 
i Ps h: 

. | rer Od@# 
19. Memorandum, 3/13/64, to Rankin from Shaffer. . , 

‘ . 
pe ¥ 

20. Memorandum for the record, 4/10/64, from Alfred (4 z 

Goldberg, "Talk with Barefoot Sanders." J é 
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ae + On the morning of 12/4/63 1 cailod My. Katzenbagh and advisod him that we saa NO rent) voason Ler us to have anyona At the moetine of the commission on Khursday morning; that there 1S nothing that ‘we van conts Lbate Mb hades tina. Tepodutad out | that wo were workin on the Jnvostigatioun and the repori, mand i ‘| WiLL submit 4t to the Depaytment as soon as possible, and until .f that tima we are not Saydog anything, : i 

  

7 Katzenliach said he felt 
‘| pecullar position and at lenst he would Like to have someone come ‘down before the Thursday morning meeting and brief him ag to what we axe dotngr, so that he 

Answer questions. 1 told tim that thi was undesivable; that if the question is xredsed aS Lo whal the VBL ts doing, there is a vory Simple answer, namely that we ace pressing tho investigation And the writing of the report; that. this is our major pouk and untdi) this ts completed thore iS nothings we can contribute. J 
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j polnted out that there 4s Ho guestlou ck euy veluetance on the | 44 4 part of the FBL, as we are bending every effort to produce the | : shhopnation the cowmission will need, 

| | , 5 DOM OY 
pio i 

{ Y 6 XNA} { a . . 
bie t Relative ta the second point, abowl the Texas board of 4 inquiry\NJT told Me, Katzenbach that the Divector feols   Lt would! be very unwise for this board to conduct an inquivy now: that they would havo to use our evidence, and this oviteaco is peing made availublo fixvet to the Mrestdeut's commission; fherefore, (the two inquiries would be at cross purposes, 

in full sgreement and said hls problem 
the commission of this, . 

; Katxonbach said that he had beon talking to Chief Justice re Warren, and Warren had indicated to him that the chiof counse] | ‘| for the President's commission will be Warren Olney, ha taenbach thought that this would be most Wndesireble, ‘Katsenbach said that, AS we probably know, Chae? Sustice Warren thinks that Olney can | do-no wrong, and be (the Chief Justice) had made the point that Olney iS conyorsant with the PBL'S procedures and thus would be ‘Operating Jn a familiar Lield, Katwenbach said if we have any ideas as to how Olney can be blockad as chief counsel, he would Adhe to have them, J tald him Chat, aes Sav as "Ty WAS Concerned, ~Olney.wnas an undestrablo chodee, and iL we had any thoughts we 
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or Belmont, I tithe uk Commitment. to Me, Katz 20nbach, but I! hy recommend ya Advise hin that our report 
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| Attorney General Carr and tho others, id we wera busy inves Stigating this mat ter and toying Lo get out? 
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aif e~ | At Gil0 Py, Bespin tar Attorney General Katze hbach ca led, 

| a meeting of the Comm: Ssion, | 
My, Thursday morning, ©.|. son man Leon any interested » Kateenbach WiLL attend the meeting but ne feels that ithe | answer any questions. thal. 
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dn thig matter will sp sik self and Until the oveport as rendy, there is no real purpose PRY! Representative bene present at the’ Commiss Loa mgoting. espect to this, it is noted that satawenbach feist it was. setter Ww Widtingness: to cooperate with the Commiss ton in pvgry. li | t "A d | po of ee hg ee Ny i Kats. Kim |: | eg; yoy. petboagdu yy tt | er 
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AYO problems Avislap het tween i Attorney General Caur: ‘) 
Justice Warrens that eof i to go ahead With an inguiry and Warren wants them’ Ya iy . and the past presddent of the a ea) and seo Katzenbach tomorroy, i 
and establish ground: Katzenbach vanted to know Lf we wanted to talk to 

Lo told him we diu not, t¢ 

  

ar A oclation are to“come     pe yy He Pe Ye Nee fis es i My Katweonbach asked Whether I could sive him a timet reports. 1 told on no I could not, that we were Working 3, we could and’ that was all I could’ Say. 
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His book Legend and New York Magazine, Issue of February 27, 1978 with 

the cover indicating an article by Epstein. It has a title "A War of the 

Moles" by Edward Jay Epstein and the subtitle, Russian Spies Inside the CIA 

and the FBI. But on the first Page of the story which is on Page 28, with 

the same title, there is a subhead "An interview with Edward Jay Epstein 

by Susana Duncan." 

What follows is not organized. It is comment on the sequence of the appear- Soot a . 

ance of what T commented upon in this article. 

Duncan puffs Epstein a bit too much in the first column on page 28 at 

the bottom saying "Twelve years ago, Epstein published Inquest, the first 

and most damaging critique of the Warren Report..." He did not publish it, 

and it was not the first book on this subject. 

In answer to a question on page 30, column 1, Epstein discloses that gp fact 

about the assassination is irrelevant. His answer is "I began by rejecting 

the idea that there was something new to be found out about bullets, wounds, pet 
or, grassy knoll. Instead, I asked: Why did Lee Harvey Oswald defect the 

Soviet Union in 19592..." 

The question was "How can you hope to come up with any new facts or different 

answers?" after all the work done by some.of..the others for so many years. 

Page 30, third column, there is what I seem to remember, but can't place a 

source on in the form of an answer "Now, under the CIA's mail-opening pro-


