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Lear George, 2/3/78 

the p:ges of the bl's JFK releases that included a few on Ford caiae today, just as 
Iwas leaving to take “il shopsing. I read them then and decided I wanted to make a few 
notes. Un thc chance some may be of interest to you &@ carbon of this will be my notes. 

(If you can locate the others on Ford it Would help Yim in the litigation, and I'd. 
like to have a copy of the one in which Hoover called him u "toad" on the wall.) 

62-109090- Not Recorded, W.8.Sullivan to A.H. BYcnont 5/15/64, subject Angleton, etc.’ 
That the first graf tooic attention I can under: tand but I think there are significant 
indications in the second, like Angleton (sic) did not have the complete answer worked 
out on sug:estions for safeguarding the Prezident. After almost a half year? 

As are some of the othr copies, tiis one was also directed to the Soviet Section. 
Lf wonder why. “4 has no Soviet content and no &apvarent relevence. 

62-109090 - Not R.corded 6/30/64 Rankin to Hoover on the Oswald Diary leaks the resolution 
Ford proposed included an investigation of tiat leak and of any of the future but it dia 
not propose any of the past be investigated. That made it safer for the #BI and, others. 

i'm sure that before this time the story of that leak was known. It is where 0' Leary 
fingered “ugh Aynesworth, who may not have required fingering. Bill Alexander let Aynes-= 
worth have it. He got either 84,000 or $5,000 from LIFE, which then had to pay Marina 
either ¥25,000 or $25,006 to be safe and secure. 

(An unrelated page 2 of a Ruby memo is attached.) 

62-109090- Not recorded 4/17/64 Hoover to Ford, on party Ford'” attended at DeLoach's 
home and using tha as excuse to flatter Ford: This appears to be from Section 9, the only 
record you sent with such an indication. There is another file noted. [t appears to be 
94-40611.6 in the FBI filing code 94 is "RESZARCH MATTRS. Sounds Like something other than 
normal researche On a dull day maybe you'd like to see if this is where they hid secret 
Vongressional files? 

62-109090 (possibly Serial 35 or 36) 12/12/63 Deloach memo, prebably to Hohr (4lleg.) 
News attention does naturally go to Ford and his being an informant for the FBI although 

a member of the Comuission. But [ see other interests. One is that so many of the Comission --*\ ° 
members did not want a tan like Olney as general counsel. (Paul Hoch followed this aspect 
once we broke loose parts of t e executive session on this, with the names obliterated, 
and correctly guessed Viney's was one of those names. 

It is not from the allegation of a "one man commission" when the chairman's choice 
becomes chief counsel. That is normal practise. 

The transcript of that session reflects discussion so:ewhat less emphatic than this 
says Ford says it was. 

Hoover's note approving Ford's claim to not wanting: any word of the FBI's report 
out is no gess self-serving that Ford's because Hoover had already leaked the essence 
of that report a week earlier. Ford is ridiculous in his pretenses because of this and 
the Commission's discussion of it. That was 12/5/63. Among those to whom there were leaks 
are O'Leary and Les Whitten, then with Hearst. - 

"Garrulpus" is Hoover's odd comment on MeCone's passing on a bum steer about the phoney 
Alwareda Ugarte fabrication that he saw Oswald paid off at the Cuban “mbassy in Mexico City. 
The CIA was passing on a bum steer even after forced to prove it false. As Rocca did in 
his 1975 meno to the Rockefeller Commission. 

62~109090-Not Recorded, 7/13/64 Rosen memo on interviewing Ford over leak of LHO 
diary and attached DeLoach memo on his conversation with Ford, both duplicate filings: 
It is my impression that there was no mystery by this date, that the fol had the whole 
story and knew it had no Ford connectigne The name is Slexander, not Holmes but William. 

There is a case, ie wh:ther this 68M or another I'm not checking to see, in which 
Ford went” a wave around en Ful cleerance. | have it in facsimile in WW IZ. The FRI 
questioned Ford and nobody else and wrote him a letter saying he denied it all.



As I recall it Ford also made big speeches about his purity in executive session 
acout leaks. I never did see how his word was b:tter if given to an FBI agent than if 
given to his & fellow Commissioners. 

62-109090 Not Recorded, Hoover's 2/24/64 memo to his top brass, timed at 11/53 a.m. 
for his phone conversation with . Lee Rankin and at 12:15 pem. for what he told Joseph 
Sizoo, Domestic Intelligence. (Interesting that surveillance of uarina was assigned to 
Yone.tic Intelligence. 

Fol prying into Marina's personal life, claimed danger to Commission. , 
P.1-larina living at Ford's home. If this is Gerald Ford's (there was a Declan Ford 

she knew in the Dallas-iort Worth “hite Russian & comunity) he also was then working on 
his book. , 

Rankin asks for the surveillance after Marina had asked to be relived of this' by the 
Secret Ssrvice and Warren had agreed. But then Rankin. had worried the Commission with his 
belief that without the Secret Service on her tail (vice “artin) she'd skip to Mexico. 

On later pages the marks indicating withholding under exemptions like privacy, are. 
visible. “ere the FBI people did not consider obliterating that Marina was having an 
" ffair" with Martin. 

Here and on foliowin;: pages Hoover does not believe the Marina fairy tale that 
Oswald said he panned to shoot Nixon that day, a day “ixon was not in Dallas. Hover. 
also coes not believe that she locked him in the bathroom. Hover gives his reasons: bat’ 
they do not include an explanationm of the locking of a bathroom door from the wrong side. 

Inferences the story was made up for #3. ++ is stil) being retailed. 
P, 3, more on Marina and Martin, with marks for obliteration visible —no obliterations 

on her sex life. | 
I’, wure that logg before this the “arina-Ik. rtin sory was Imown and to the Secret 

Service, despite this representation. liy recollection is that the Secret Scrvice reports ~ 
indicate it began about Amas, when “artin moved ‘lurina from the 4nn into his homey, to his 
wife's strong objections. Hoover appears to have knowledge not: reflected in available — 
Comission files, on this, the affair. , 1 

The content marked for excision should have been excised under (b)(7)(cQ. Wo question,» 
about it. (That's teach “arina not to love the FBI! ) _, 

Boover knew more about the Oswald picture with the rifle and more than that LIFE 
had and used it. (Coul2 he have been putting Rankin on, to pretend that he did not know 
all the content ofa all the reports the FBI gave the Commission? ) 

Page 5~ all the Nexico City leads (not deseribed) "fizzle." Perhaps he meant on the 
question of conspiracy, or checking like of the Alvaredo Ugarte and Diz Verson fairy talese 

Hoover's disbelief that Oswald shot at Walker because “arina said Oswald said it is 
interesting but his rceflection of the t:sting (over to p. 6/ is inadequate. The Dallas: 
police had identified that bullet as 30 caliber. “oover says only that there were not 
positive ballistics markse So, for what purpose are they equipped for such other tests as 
spectrographic analysis? The only reason for hot having done and quoted it is the certainty 
of what it would show — not Oswald's aumo. 

Handling of the tap on Marina's phone is interesting. No Okay from the AG even agskede 
Hoover says it is his own idea, tooe 

Last page states she is liviny with a man = no privacy concerns. 

62=109090 Not 2.-corded 1/10/64 Baumgardner to W.C.Sullivan on "COUNTS? PARTY, USA 
OUUNT. RINTMLLIGANCH PxUUKali." Or converting the JFK assassination into Pitétidddédé propaganda 
and disruption activittics. 

AZEKSKEK Phe FBI stated and the DJ argued the point in C.A.75-1996 that the FEI 
never reproduces copyrighted material. They do, but here they consider buying it for the 
operation. In it they mask the name of the right-winger who doped the idea out. Probably 
claim to 7C. But there is no real problem in identifying one who copyrights if the title 
is available. 4ere it is. Hoover noted Ox, for the purchase of 500 copies and their use 
for disruption. 
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SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT *- < # a . te \S 
Thad a long talk this morning with Congressman Gerald ahcomnst “ord (R. ~ Michigan) in his office. He asked that I come up to see him. Upon arriving he | told me he wanted to talk in the Strictest of confidence, This was avreed to, [fe 22 

seer mee Tf 
. { fGel. Ford told me he was somewhat disturbed about the manner in which | i Chief JusticeWar ‘ren was carrying on his Chairmanship of the Presidential Commission, | He explained that the first mistake that Warren made was his ajtempt to establisha [' "one man commission" by appointing a Chief Counsel, War ren Olney, that was his own? i protege. Ford stated that after the mention of Olney's name by the Chief Justice, at  ; their first meeting, Anes tuttea, former Director of CIA, protested quite violently, » ‘, ‘\\ ecause of Dulles’ protest, the other members 4 Warren that they would like to know:., _pnore about Olney prior to giving their consent. bre ‘* 

| 
! 

roy | 
. On the occasion of their second meeting, Ford and nna Nooy ges joined Ce | with Dulles. Hale Boggs told Warren flatly that Olney would not be acceptable and thif ss - he (Boggs) would not work on the Commission with Olney. Warren put up a stiff : argument but a compromise was made when the name of Lec Rankin, was mentioned, L ‘wr Warren stated he knew Rankin and could work with him. ‘ Tb 

wo, = Po re bY aes 4 Nichelas de [ohve fc sel te he Ae 
ee Ford told me that he was ‘currently having problems inasmuch-as t} a majority of the members of the commission desired to go along with the recommendation 

made in Deputy. Attorney General cutzenbach's letter to the Commission dated 12- 9-63 
In this letter, Katzenbach recommended that the Commission make an immediate” | i press. release pointing out that the FBI report clearly showed there was no internation 
conspiracy or collusion and that Oswald was a loner. Ford stated he was a minority ob; 

| one that did not want to give out any press release until the Commission had had a 9 
1} thorough opportunity to review and. di scuss the FBI reports fo mrt that the report wag 
ce at the time of our meeting. ye oh ao 4 
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\ ‘ fa Ma Poet dive taht a Chas Gor ml pee wohusave ly Showa (hat 

Os: etid die mratted: by hives if and that Ruby adiitioually was a loner, However, FBI 

investi Aiion was still pending on a large number of rumors, spec ulation and gossip 

and it, therefore, would be quite unfair for the Commission to take a stand prior to’ 

ul the evidence being turned in, Ford stated this was his point entirely and that 

Ithough he was a HtHBE ity of one he intended to stick to lis point. * 

Ford told me that John McCone, Director of CIA, had, approximately 
one weck ago, gone up to his office and told him that CIA had uncovered some 
"startling information" in the Oswald case, McCone proceeded to tell Ford that a: 

source of GIA's in Mexico had seen money exchange hands between Oswald and an 

unknown Cuban Negro. Ford stated this excited him greatly inasmuch as it definitely 

tended to show there was an,internatipnal connection iny pived in the assassination of 

he President, “7 OF Z , 

I told Ford that Apparen ly tte 1@ had failed to fallow up on this matter. 

I mentioned that CIA's source had recanted his story and had indicated thatit.was § 

figment of his invmpiialion, However, 0] prove the unstable t tendencies of this source, 
the source h chad ‘Jater claimed that_he was actually telling the truth, T pointed out that we 

were still checking soni@ angles of this; however, -~the CIA source was obviously either’ 

unstable or somewhat arorp pa pathic. liar. ord stated he conld cer tain see this. 

1 st I~ Lar Lat 

Re Ford indicated he would keep me thorouphly als f as lb the activities of © 

eo the Commission. He stated this would have to be ona donfidential basis, however, he 

h thought it should be doné, He also asked if he could call me from time to time and: ~ # 

straighten out questions in his mind concerning our investigation. I told hiny by all 

means he should do this, He reiterated that our relationship would, of course, remain 

confidential. 

ae We have had excellent relations with Congressman Ford for many years, 

wm. He has been given an autoyraphed copy of the Director's book "'A Study of Communism" 

iy and has been in touch with my office on numerous occasions in the past. |     — AC PION: 

   


